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Message of Condolence
by Hon. LAKSHMAN JAYAKODY M.P.
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Cultural & Religious Affairs

I am very much grieved at the sad news of the
demise of  Dr. Badi-ud-din Mahmud.

Dr. Badi-ud-din Mahmud who was 93 years was
undoubtedly a great leader not only of his community, but
also at the national level. As Founder Co- Secretary of the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party, he gave every assistance to late
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike to build the Party and acted as
advisor to form the government in 1956 and up to the last
day he had been a tower of strength to the party and to
the successive governments. He had been one of the longest
serving Education Ministers in a Cabinet.

He was a fearless Minister who made decisions to
formulate a new system of education when the others
feared to tred.

As a community leader, he brought the Muslims
from the educational backwardness to a very high pedestal
by which the community was able to leap forward in the
field of education. Today the increase in the number of
Muslim teachers, the expansion of the Training Colleges,
increase in the number of educated youths in public service
are all results of the pioneering efforts by Dr. Badi-ud-din
Mahmud. .

I note with appreciation that Badi-ud-din Mahmud
always lived for the betterment of his community within
the framework of the unity and harmony of the nation. He
rendered a selfless service and contributed to the
development of his community and the country in the best
possible manner. His death is a loss to the entire country.

Lakshman Jayakody

1 A Gourtesy : Daily News, June 17,1997
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