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Director’s Note:

We are the people who were forced to live amidst bombing and with bombs
during the latter two decades of the 20* century.

We would like to speak about the nuclear bomb which at any time anywhere
in a split moment can come as a disaster or write out the end of this world by

the gigantic mushrooming of its deadly smokes.

Man’s power hunger is now stealing away his right of determining the fate of
the world. It is absurd to construe that the world has been created for
mankind only. Conversely it is a beautiful home for all living beings.

having stuffed the lap of the earth with nuclear bombs fit to bum this beautiful
earth several times to ashes, the super powers pretend to be the protectors of
people.

In the latter part of the 20® century, coming up to the threshold of Eelam the
nuclear bombs wait in a ready state in the Subcontinents too.

The awareness about the efforts made to annihilate the entire earth becomes
the beginning to face them.

The drama “Naveena Pasmasuran” does that artistically.

“Naveena Pasmasuran” tries to speak to the audience through the traditional
creative features in a flexible manner so as to communicate With all people in
whichever space of performance available.

S. Jeyasankar

22A

Naveena Pasmasuran

or
The Ashen Touch

Longlive!

Oh! the lamp of light!
Ofthe gate way of faith
Oh! the lamp of light!

Of the inmost shrine.

Oh! the source of beauty!
That glows everywhere,
Oh! the goal of life!

That pleasure seeks,

Oh! the source of you, the source of me!
The source of sweetness
Long live thee!

Introduction:

Let the fire flareup .

We pour out meat into it,

Let the fire flare up

We give offering to it.

The fire of virtue, wisdom and life
Fire of penance and sacrifice
Fire of wrath, hostility and Treachery
We worship all the above

We protect and govern them

Oh fire you are our bosom friend
we praise you

Like you, let our lives give out heat and light

Ofhundred years,

Oh fire! :

Like you, let our souls give out lus

oh fire!

Like you, let our wisdom radiate,

Oh Sun God! oh fire! we praise you
-23-



Oh! Sun God! we glorify you.
Good is your light. Good is your work and good are you.
(The chanting of ho! ho! rises high up in the air. At the center stage

stand’ Pasmasuran’ on one foot in penanceful deep concentration).

(Humanitarians):
Ho'ho!................ _ ,
Oh! the peacefulness of the mountains, the loneliness of the rivers!
(Group of Scientists) :

(Humanitarians)

Ho!.............

Oh! the wind, the sound ......

The ocean of antiquity ..........

Oh! fire the symbol of justice
(Scientists)

Ho!.....Uranium.........

Ho! .....plutonium......

Ho! .....Deuterium.......

Ho!....ho!.....ho!.......
(All of a sudden characters run about in excitement. Some run towards the
audience and others towards other directions).

(Humanitarians): _

Pasmasuran is doing penance

Pasmasuran is doing severe penance

He s lying on hedges.

He is standing on one foot with the arms stretched out.

He stares at the Sun with his naked eyes. '

By the power of his penance the world of Indra has lost its pomp.
Devas in fear have hidden in dark dungeons.

He has chained the wind.
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9. The guards of the eight directions have surrendered to him.
10. The queen of the oceans was incarcerated.

11. The stars have lost their sight by the power of his penance.
12. The sons of the mountains have lost themselves to him.

From Albert Einstein to President Roosevelt.

Sir, .

According to some recent work the element Uranium could be turned
into a new and very important source of energy. I can also predict that it
is probable in the immediate future. By this we can produce vast amount -
of power and large quantities of radium-like elements. I would also like to
bring to your attention that if such a bomb is dropped on a port it might
very well destroy the whole port together with some of the surrounding
territory.

Danger..... oh people of the earth...... danger......
(Ho...ho.....ho.....)

(One character imitates the announcement at a rocket base).
Ready..... steady....
Ten, nine, eight, seven, six. five, four. three, two,. . .one, zero.

(noise like a bomb blast as if a rocket is launched is heard.
God Shiva appears).
(Scientists):
Eureka... Eureka.... Eureka. ..
God Shiva:
I’'m pleased with your power of penance.
God Shiva:
I’m so pleased with your penance. It’s fit to shatter the three worlds.
(Pasmasuran bows to God Shiva).
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God Shiva:

What boon do you want

‘What boon do you want
Tell me! It shall be given.
Tell me! It shall be given.

(Pasmasuran sings)

Came you for me my Lord
To give me aboon?

Came you for me my Lord
Pleased by my penance
Came you for me my lord.
To give me aboon.

Came you for me my Lord

Bless me with a boon my lord —oh lord
Bless me with one my Lord

To swoop the world and Keep in my hand
Bless me with aboon my lord

Bless me with one my Lord

what boon do you want?
Ask, it shall be given.

Song: Scientists):

Ishould walk on the Moon my Lord —1 should
Walk on the Moon my Lord - 2

Stamping my footprints on the face of the moon my Lord.

Should walk on the moon my Lord —1 should

Walk on the Moon my Lord

I want an aeroplane which can fly
Faster than the wind - 2

Give me planets

With eyes to

Spy the Earth

From the space above

-26-

By hovering in the sky.
Givememissiles which can fly from
Continent to continent.

Carrying nuclear bombs

On their noses’ end.

Gods:
Confuse not me by asking for too many a boon.
ask for one and only one.
the one that amounts to be the mother of all.
Pasma:
All that I touch should become ashes my lord.
I'want that ashen touch my Lord.
God S:
Here, haveit.
whatever you touch shall become ashes!
(the chanting of E=mc? rises up high in the air)
Song:
Here comes the King Pasmasuran
Here comes the one blessed with the boon.
Pasmasuran is our great King
He did great penance and got many boons
In arrogance he changed the boon to curse
And did perish in the end.

Scientists the greatest scholars

Through penance got the boon of nuclear power
The nuclear power of Science is creative

But in the war it’s immensely destructive.

Here comes the King Pasmasuran
Here comes the one blessed with the boon.

Pasmasuran is our great King
He did great penance and got many boons
In arrogance he changed the boons into curse
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And did perish in the end.

With onebig bang
Came the holocaust
Babes and birds
Wailed and wept.

Pasma:

Got the boon to raze the world
I’'m the King of Kings unrivalled
Is there anyone to challenge me?
(no, no, no.....never...)

I’m the leader blessed ever to be.
(yes, yes, yes, ..... for ever)

Pass:
All:

Pass:
All:
Pass:
All:

Pas:
All:

Come! all of you to my side!

Coming my lord! coming my Lord! surrendered my lord!
surrendered

Hereafter there will be no darkness in the world..

Why? My lord?

Here, get this, electricity!

Ah! electricity! electricity! electricity! no more darkness! no
more darkness! 7

Whose footprint is that which is on the surface of the moon?
(whisper) whose? whose?

One of them: mm. .. yours my Lord.

All: yes my Lord, It’s yours my Lord.
Pass: Ha! the hero of heroes I am!
The almighty King!
The all powerful scientist! I am.
All: :
(Chant):NA....... SA....... SA......... SA.......
Eseence of nasty war.. war.. war. .. war.. .
Pass:

Tam the one who got the boon of “Ashen touch”
Scientists 1:
Tknow all the secrets of the nuclear power.
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Se. 2: :
Iknow how to create a world without human beings.
Person 1:

Only buildings will remain.
Person 2:

trees, bushes, creepers, grass, animals human beings everythmgwﬂ]

perish.
Every thing will perish.,
Sc. 3:
Within amoment. . . within a moment.
Sc. 4:
One and only one bomb would do.
person 3:
Our Sun will be dead.
Person 4:
Darkness of death will shroud and devour us all.
Person 5:
All our stars will fall down burnt.
Person 6:
All our river will be poisoned.
Person 7:
Our seas will freeze to immobility.
Pass:
Smoke will rise up like a giant mushroom
under which will exist my rule.
(song)
The hero ofheroes I am
The almighty King
The all powerful scientist I am.
Pass:
Go! proclaim it to the whole world
All: Done my Lord! (characters run aimlessly to various
dtrections and return) what is to proclaim my Lord? «

Pasma:
Mightiest the most fortunate
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Mightiest the most fortunate
The fittest survive
The non-fits perish
Mightiest the most fortunate
(other characters begin chanting the lines)
Mightiest the most fortunate
Mightiest the most fortunate
He who owns the nuclear power
Rules the world forever.
E eqaualsmc?.... Eequalsmc?....
Pas:
The hero of heroes I am
The almightyKing.
The allpowerful scientist you are? (all)
Pasma:
Hey! go and tell this to the moon.
No one shall hide the Sun without asking me.
All:
Let it be so my Lord.
Pas:
No more Solar eclipse till  order.
All:
Let it be So my Lord.
Pasma:
who is there? summon river, “Ganga” to the Earth.
One man:
Suppose she denies?
Pasma: '
send the missiles.
Another man:

My lord! Ganga is worn on the top knot of the head of Lord Shiva.

Pasma:
" Ifso, summon God Shiva.
Another man: :
Lord! is he not the one who blessed you with the boon?
Pasma:
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That’s past Now [ have the charm of atomic bomb.
Song:

In my hand is the magic wand

Wonders manyIwilldo

None can hold me in the world

(Ho.. Ho.... chanting rises up)
I am the king of wars
And the king of wars I am.

Pasma:
I am death personified

I’'m determined to annihilate the world (E=EMC2, E=MC2)
Hum?2:
The utmost reliance on nuclear weapons, sprouts from the disbelief in
culture, politic and technico-Economic power.
Hum1:
When the power-hungry politicians and the intellectuals are mixed
 togetherinthe
flask of Government like a giant mushroom smoke will rise up and
beneath which
will deposit the ashes.
Hum 3:
Hereafter stop glossing the craze for power in the name of protection
andin
the name of honouring women.
Hum1:
No matter what we gain, the protection of this earth depends on the
complete
eradication of the nuclear weapons which can cause irreparable
destruction to the
earth.
Pass (Song):
Inmy hand is the magic wand
Wonders many I will do
None can hold me in the world
(Ho.. Ho.... chanting rises up)
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1 am the king of wars A
And theking of warsI am.
Pass:
He who ownsthe nuclear power
Rules the whole world for ever.
E equals mc?. ... Eequals m¢?......
E equals mc?...... Eequalsmc?....

Mightiest the most fortunate
Mightiest the most fortunate
He who owns the atomic power
Rules the whole world for ever.
Pasma:
There is atomic bomb in my possession.
Summon God Shiva.

I’'m here Pasmasura. I am present everywhere at any time.

Pas:
Come near me. Let me test the boon first on you.

God S:
Wait Pasmasura. .... wait’ Don’t make the boon a
curse.
Don’tbein a hurry
Don’t become arrogant.
Pasma:
Nay, I take it to my advantage.
E equals mc?...... E equals mc?.....

(Pasmasuran leaps at God Shiva. god Shiva runs away. The chase continue.)

Chanting of the lines is heard in the background.
All:

Hiroshima Nagasaki

Nagasaki Hiroshima

Acid Rain Acid Rain

Acid Rain Acid Rain

Hiroshima Nagasaki

Nagasaki Hiroshima
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Nuclear leak of Chernobyl

Atomic disaster in North Carolina
Even in the space the menace spreads
Subcontinents too face the threats.
All over the space the missiles hover
Impact of radioactivity the world over
Hiroshima Nagasaki. . ..

Hiroshima. ... Nagasaki.....
Black Rain... Black Rain....
Black Rain... Black Rain....
God S:
Kali Yugam.....Kali Yugam.....
The time when boons become curse. ..
The time when boons become curse....
World full of vices
All:
Hiroshima Nagasaki.. ..
Nagasaki Hiroshima ...
Acid rain acid rain
Acidrain acid rain. ..

(an abrupt silence. The noise of abomber is heard. the characters of God
Shiva and Pasmasuran retire at the back-center of the stage.)
Humanitarian:
(reads a letter) On the 16th of July 1945 atomic age began in the peaceful;
desert
of “Alomogardo” in New Mexico.

Got the boon to raze the world
I’m the King of Kings unrivalled
Is there anyone to challenge me?
(no, no, no.....never...)
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I’m the leader blessed evertobe.
(yes, yes, yes, .....)

Humanitarians: ,
Within only three weeks of 1 nuclear disaster an atom bomb was
dropped on
Hiroshima.

Got the boon to raze the world
1am the king of kings unrivalled

(Imitates the telephone conversation)

Tibbets:
Commander-in-chief of Enola Gay B-29 , Colonel Tibbets speaking.
‘Little Boy” was released from the bomber.
(In the background unfolds the scenes of the bomb blast)
Lewis-the Co-pilot:
Look there! Look there!
1 can taste the nuclear fission
It tastes like lead
Tibbets:
Oh! God! oh God! what have we done!
Humanitarians:
One man:
On 6th August 1945 Hiroshima died.
Another man: o
After three days on 9th of August 1945 Nagasaki too died.
(Imitates a telephone conversation)

L: Hullo! Lesly Grove speaking
O: Hullo! Oppenheimer here.
L : Doctor! I am very proud of you and all of your people.
O: Well, technically sweet production is ours.
It went alright?
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L: Apparently. The explosion went with tremendous bang.
O: Right, are they all reasonably satisfied?
L: Mm. highly satisfied. :

With one big bang
Came the holocaust
Babes and birds
Wailed and wept

Press reporter:
Your Excellency President Harry Truman did you sleep well last night
after you
had successfilly accomplished the nuclear explosion?

Truman: :
Yes, I slept soundly than ever before because our efforrt was successful.
Now we
are the most powerful in the world.
Pass:
The hero of heroes I am
The almightyKing.
The allpowerful scientist you are? (all)

(The remarks of an on-looker of his experience during the atomic bomb
blast at Hiroshima)
Reporter: :
His name is Mexico Jamaka., a living evidence of the holocaust by the
atomic
explosion of Hiroshima.
Where were you at the time of the explosion?
Mexico Jamaica:
I was standing only half a mile away from the place of the explosion.
R: What happened to you?
M: 1saw another Sun in the sky. It was a very strong light. a flash. I put my
arms over my face unconsciously and almost instantly I felt my face was
inflating. I thought I was directly hit by the bomb and was dying.
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(Theme song)
With One big bang
Came the holocaust
Babes and birds
Wailed and wept
What happened after that?
When I was rescued my hair was found burned . My face was inflated
like a balloon. Although my mother didn’t say anything Iknew it very
well. Iwondered why my shirt had been bumnt and hanging around my
arms. I soon realized that they are the pieces of my skin. It was a hell.
(Theme song) ‘
With One big bang
Came the holocaust
Babes and birds
Wailed and wept
O: (The remarks of an on looker of his experience during trhe atomic bomb
blast at Hiroshima).
Pas:
I am alover of peace. I am deadly against terrorism. For bouquets and
white
pigeons I have atomic weapons as emblems of peace.
All: Alas (All fall down on the ground. Again pasmasuran starts to chase
after God Shiva).
Kali Yugam....Kali Yugam....
Time that boons become curse. ..

One person:

Your honour Dr. Einstein, can you possibly foretell what will happen if the
third world war breaks out?

Einstein:

I'm sorry, I can’t say anything about the third world war. But I can say
something about the fourth world war.

One man: '
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MM...... You are unable to say anything about third world war because it’s
much complicated. But, how could it be possible to say about the fourth
world war. .. er.... which is even more complicated than the former?

Eienstien:

You didn’t understand. I can say about the fourth world war definitely and
deliberately. That is to say that there will be no war as such. because
the third world war will destroy all lives on the earth. Not only human
lives but also the tenderest of flower will be destroyed. Everything that
breathes on the earth will perish.

Humanitarians: ‘

It’s you who announced the destructive power of atom,

It’s you who explained about it’s destruction

It’s you who bear the great graceful face of double-faced wisdom

Narrator:

The News.
We report and we decide.
The hero of heroes T am

The almighty King
The all powerful scientist [ am.

Inmy hand is the magic wand

Wonders many [ will do
None can hold me in the world

Narrator:
In addition to the charges of having connection with the communists in the

past, delaying in identifying the agents from the Soviet Union and
opposing the production of hydrogen bombs Dr. Oppenheimer has
also been dismissed from his office of the advisor of the Atomic
Energy Commission.

~ Pass(song)

In my hand is the magic wand
Wonders many I will do
None can hold me in the world
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Iam the king of wars
And the king of wars I am.

In every corner my word has a say
To go against it who will dare.

Hum 2:

Too much of learning of Sinful purpose has made the brain illucid,
Nuclear bombs of ruinous nature has doomed the world to its end,
Devoid of knowledge we are all animals in the world,

Those animals all laugh at us who is to be blamed.
Dingiri dingale Meenadshi, dingiri dingale .
See the madness of the world my dear dillale.

(“Where’s love” , part of cinema song)

God S:

Boons turn out to be curse

Boons tuim out to be curse

(In the back stage Pasmasuran mimes chasing God Shlva)
God Shiva:

Kali Yugam....Kali Yugam..

Boons have become curse

Boons have become curse

Virtue has declined

Virtue has declined

Wisdom has deteriorated

Vision has dimmed

Voice your protests

Call for humanism,

Are we going to bear the unbearable

Orto avoid it?

Lend your ears

To the call of intellect

Raise your protests

Call for benevolence.

To safeguard the good
-38-

To destroy the evil
To re-establish virtue and righteousness
I'will be born age after age.

(The chanting of Sanskrit Slogan is heard in the background. The characters

recover and rise up.)
Let anew world blossom up
Let another world burgeon.
(The characters recover and rise up)

Z: Likethis

If another world war breaks out
There will be no one in this earth
To sing Elegy
To erect monuments in memory
To raise protests
Or to wake up the awareness.

Let anew world blossom up
Let another world burgeon.

The survival of the Earth is

. At the mercy of a few buttons...
The fate of this world is ‘
In the hands of a few people.

Let the fire flare up

We invoke benevolence in it
We invoke freedom in it]
For the Earth and Sky to
Flourish and prosper!

(Song):
March forward will we
March forward will we
Getting rid of the nuclear arms
March forward will we
Devoid of power hunger
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March forward will we
For all lives to live in peace
March forward will we

- For the whole world to flourish
March forward will we.

Too much of learning of Sinful purpose has made the brain illucid
Nuclear weapon of ruinous nature has doomed the world to its end
Devoid of knowledge we are all animals in the world

Those animals all laugh at us who is to be blamed

Dingiri dingale meenadhi dingiri dingale

See the madness of this world my dear dillale

END.

Note:
God Shiva: The supreme God of Hindu Trinity of deities.
Pasmasuran:The demon king who got the boon of “ashen touch”

from God Shiva. :
Devas: Elevated celestial beings of good.
Indran: King of Devas
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-
It was with great sadness that my colleague

5. Jeyasankarmformed me that his friend,
collaborator and colleague T.
Kirupakaran had past away. L only knew
him through his work with Third Eye and
particularly his translafion of the moving
play Naveena Pasmasuran. This work
demonstrated both his technieal skill in

adapting the play into English but also his prasp of the poetic possibilities of
the language. Translationhas this peculiar double demand - you must be a
great technician, and a great poet. And | believe that T, Kirupakaran was
both ofthese. | think there is something very impressive by the entérprise of
the people in Third Eye seeking to publish this work. It demonstrates that
local knowledge 1s not about cutting yourself off from the rest of the world,

15 nutured in areas such as Batticaloa can speak to and abont major
international 1ssues. Local knowledge ensures that this contribution to
nternational affairs is rooted in a real appreciation of the particular problems
caused by war. This playis very moving to me as an English reader. L have
lived in a country that has built, sold and threatened other areas of the world
with a huge nuclear arsenal. There are many people in the UK opposed to
these weapons of mass destruction and it is heartening to hear this clear
poetry far from my country urging us to beware of their power. To quote
from ijpa]mmn s ranslation - this work lights the fire of *virtue, wisdom
and life’. His work acts asa beacon to help us understand a little more - and
using the last line ofthe play. to *‘see the madness of this world™. ‘vivthnughts
are with you on this occasion.

best wishes, James
Prof.James Thompson -

Centre for Applied Theatre Research,
Drama Departmernit.©

University of Manchester, /L
| United Kindom. L=,

but showing that the skills, intelligence and deep appreciation of the arts that
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