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tAnother force sent out with a similar object ravaged the
- district of Chilaw, after which il made its way to the ancient and
revered shrine of Munneswaram, one of the five Isparams or
. residences of Siva in Ceylon. This temple is said to have been
founded by Ramachandra, the avatar of Vishnu himself, after the
‘ defeat of Ravana. Its Lingam, the emblem of the God, was a
- great cylinder of stone of the height of a man and like the Diana
' of the Ephesians was believed to have fallen from heaven,
' Numerous inscriptions there bore {estimony to the wealth which
 the devotion of successive kings had dedicated to its service and
 its separate domain comprised 62 villages to which it gave its
‘name. Much plunder was anticipated and the Portuguse pres-
" sed on eagerly. The Sinhalese force which blocked the way was
- driven back with the loss of its commander and the temple
sacked.—Ceylon and the Portuguese by Dr. P.E, Pieris, pp., 89-90.
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