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Bridging the cutural gap

Dominic Jeeva celebrates his 60th birthday today

Perhaps he is the only Sri Lankan writer in Tamil
known to the exclusively Sinhala educated readers. This
Is due to the fact that one or two short stories by
him have been translated into Sinhala. The “Divaina”
has carried a few notes on him as a felow Lankan
writer, despite the fact that he writes in Tamil.

The late K, G Amaradasa and the journal “Mawatha”
have shown some interest on Lankan writers in Tamil;
but to the rest of the Sinhala readers nothing is known
about local Tamil writing. And they don't seem to be
interested either. This is a pity.

Dominic Jeeva in turn has published a numbder of
translations of Sinhala short storles, articles and poems
translated into Tamil besides covering the contemporary
Sinhala cultural scene by way of reviews and articles
written by Tamll writers. Most of all, the photog-aphs
of all the key figures In the Sinhala literary and artistic
world have adorned the covers of the literary inagazine
Dominic Jeeva edits for the past 21 years, It is called
“Mallikai”* (Jasmine) .

Due to his personal efforts, the Sinhala stories published
in *“Mallikai’’ were collected into 2an anthology and
published in “adras. Again he got the Tamil translation
of K. Jayatilaka's work (done by Thambiziyah Devadas)
published in Tawiinadu. Articles that appeared In his
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jour_al on the late Prof. K. Kailasapathi was published
in Mad-as due to Jeeva's personal efforts.

Dominic Jeeva's own short stories in Tamli have been
translated into Sinhala English and Russian.

Dominlc Jeeva is engaged in writing for the last three
decades. He is a short Story writer of repute in Tamil.

The following collections are his crestive works:
Thanneernm Kanneerum, Pathukai, Salayin Thirupram and
Vazvin Dharisaniangal. “Thanneerum Kanneerum’” won
a Sahitya Academy award in 1964. Jeeva himself was a
member of the Sahitya Mandalaya in 1970,

His other books are: ‘*‘Anubava Mudraihai'’ and ‘*Eelathil
Irunthu Ore llakkiya Kutal”

Dominic Jeeva has also started a publishing venture
called ‘“Maliikai Pandal’’ T is con:ern has so fir published
four books and other four books are to be published
shortly.

This indefatigable writer in Tamil comes from a dawn-
trodden family in Jaffna and is an institution unto

himself.

by K. SIVAKUMARAN

IN <ISLAND' NEWS PAPER

COLOMBO.
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