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(“*Over that large harbour there juts out from the
fand into the sea a rock on which the kings of
-Ceylon erected three Pagodes, two at the extremi-
ties of the hill over - hanging the sea, and one in
the middle and the highest “point, which was the
jprincipal one, and one of the most venerated in
India, being worshipped by the idolatrous navig;ato‘rs
-who descry it from the sea, and much frequented
by a concourse of pagans from the whole [of India],
.so fanatical in their false devotion, that from th-e
last Pagode, which stands on the rock over the sea
‘they throw themselves down in sacrifice to their,
idols reaching the bottom in pieces being persuaded
‘that by that leap into Hell they are lifted up to
Paradise. Constantine de Sa de Noronha dismantled
these Pagodes making use of their stones  to build
a fortress to close;that harbour to .the Chingla.”)
(Page 66 of BookI of ““Conquest of Ceylon’ by Fernso-
De Queyroz.) '
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(On the first rise to the summit of the rock was
a pagode, another at mid - ascent and the most
famous of them all on the highest eminence which was.
looked upon and worshipped with great superstition
by crowds of wondering, pilgrims and for this reason.
was more celebrated than for the building itself and
the beauties of its architecture - ““Repelion de Ceylon”
by Joao Rodriguez de sa menezes written in 1679)
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