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A FOREWORD

by
A Student of Hindu Philosophy

This publication comprising spiritual discourses
and elucidatory notes on the Karma Yoga in the
Gita, one may safely assert, is a unique endeavour
in a direction very rarely attempted by scholars in
the domain of Philosophy.

The Gita is conventionally regarded along with
the Upanishads and the Brahma Sitra as an exposition
on the Vedantic brand of Hindu Thought. The author
breaks new ground in treating the Gita— hitherto a
Philosophical anathema to the Saiva Siddhantins—as an
exposition, synonymous with the basic tenets of
Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. Bringing to bear on the
subject his deep Siddhantic turn of mind and vision,
and taking his cue from the Guru-Sisya Bhava
immanent in the Gita, he successfully expounds the
Philosophical analogy between the Gita and the
Guru-Sisya tenet of the Siddhanta System.

Secondly Mr. M. Gnanapiragasam seems to
acknowledge in his mnotes, though implicitly, the
intellectual debt, the various systems of both the
Ancient East and the West owe to the Safikhya
doctrine. He avers that in their failure to acknowledge
the debt they owe to the Safikhya Doctrine, philosophers
down the ages have committed a breach of faith,
an intellectual dishonesty of no small magnitude.
With a view to drive home this thought, the author
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has included towards the end of this book a brief
addendum on the Safikhya System of Philosophy.
Thus the breadth of vision of the author is both
refreshing and thought provoking.

This is more the work of a ¢ Mumukshu’, one
desirous of Absolution than that of a Pandita,
Mr. M. Gnanapiragasam is more a Spiritual-seeker
who wants to serve than a Scholar who is eager
to impress. However it should fascinate the scholar
because of novelty of the approach and at the same
time attract the spiritual aspirant on account of its
sincerity in treatment.

Whether or not the purists will approve of the
author’s interpretation of the ideals in Gita in
terms of the Saiva Siddhanta Doctrine—one does
~not know. But it does certainly open a new Vista
both in the study of the Gita and of the Siddhanta
System of Philosophy.
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Kapila is the father of Indian thinkers. Buddhism
and other systems are the outcome of his thought.
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There is no philosophy in this world that is
not indebted to Kapila.
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This wonderful man, the most ancient of philo-
sophers, is mentioned even in the Sruti ‘Oh Lord,
thou who produced the sage Kapila in the beginning.’
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