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> ishy Business
in Jaifna

- Jaffna has been well-know down the ages for its plentiful
supply of a wide variety of fresh fish at very reasonable prices.

L 4

3

Especially the crabs, the
prawns and the cuttle fish,
so loved by the folk in / the
South as well. '

But right now, there is a
scarcity of fish while the
prices have rocketed.

‘The fishermen areenjoined
by official regulations not
to venture too far out into
the sea.

Confined this way, their
catch has naturally been
poor.

About 500 boats (33-ton
capacity), which are used
for deep-sea fishing, are
not operating now. As a
result, nearly 2,000 fisher-
men have been grounded.

e
MASTER MOVE
~THE = BELLS -OF

PEACE~, read the SUN
headline of 9th May, repor-
ting the decision to launch
an inter-religious campaign
to promote communal har-
mony.

And there certainly shall
be peace in our blessed land
after the bells toll!.

BRI SE TR

This and the poor catch
possible close to the coast
has affeeted the income of
the fishermen.

This in turn has affected
the re-payment of loans by
them. :

Due to the shortage of
fish, the mobile retail van
operated by the Northern
Province Fishermen's Co-
operative Societies Union
has suspended operations. *

According to a spokesman
of the Union, there have

been other respercussions asg
Labecome the badge

well.

The production of fish
meal, an essential ingredient
in making poultry food, at
the Fish Meal Factory at

Mandaitiva has dropped
sharply. '

This factory .produces
about one-third of Sri

Lanka's fish meal require-
ments. There is thus a loss
of foreign exchange too.

The drop in the supply of
raw fish can be gauged from
the following figures:

Production in Jaffna was
106,626 kilograms, valued
at Rs. 134,516, In April, the

Tel: No. 23872 Contact:
Telex: 21673

Varner C. E.

Sri Lanka

VASANTHAPURAM SILKS

Orders accepted for Kanchipuram type and
other Pure Silk for export and local sales

Mrs. V. Shanmuganayagam

103, Hultsdorf Street,
COLOMBO — 12

figures were 42465 kilo-
grams and Rs. 51.430, res-
pectively.

The Ice Factory at lst
Cross Road, Jaffna, which
produces ice blocks, has
also been forced to curtail
production.

In Jaffna people, who have
been suffering for some time
because of the shortages and
rising prices of most essen-
tial items, now have to
contend with a new problem.

i Suffering appears to have

of their
tribe.
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COPY
DELAYED

The Competent Authority
appointed especially to cen-
sor all items intended for
publication in the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW as well as
his deputy were out of
Jaffna for several days, re-
sulting in considerable delay
in the approval of copy for
this issue.

We do not blame them in -

any way, for they have other
and very often more urgent,
business to -attend.

But we ask the Govern-
ment: how the heil are we
going to keep to printing
schedules in such circum-
stances?

- ment.

SINHALA
THESIS ON'N@.

At 25 years, Mr. Jehan .
Perera is one of the most re-
markable young men in
modern Sri Lanka.

His academic = achieve-
ments, mental acamen and
understanding of men and
matters can be said to easily
surpass those of meost of our
older and much-vaunted nati-
onal leaders and intellectuals.

He has written an analy—
tical article on the National
question which we cousider
to be one of the best on the
Subject so far. =~ '

It was published in instal—
ments in The Island, with
certain deletions. We are
publishing it in full in this
issue asa special supple-

Perera, who was a UNP
Senator, Jehan came to pro-
minence as a tennis player,
touring India, Pakistan and
China as a member of the
Sri Lanka Davis Cup and
national teams in 1975, at
the age of 16.

He was Educated at St.
Joseph’s: College, Colombo
(‘O’ Leval), Aitchison Col-
lege, Pakistan (Cambridge
“A” Level) and Harvard
University (B. A. Hons. in
Economics, Magna Cum
Laude).

The academic awards he
has earned are:

DIOGENES MISSING!

Diogenes, who quite
unwittingly found himself
in Jaffna last week, is |
missing! We searched high !
and low for him but there | |
is absolutely no trace of |
him. Can any reader '

A grandson‘ of Dr,; M G .

YOUTH'S

1972-76- Pope Paul VI scho-

- larship for_ best student in

Grade 8, St. Joseph'’s.

1976-77- Aitchison scho]ar-':.
ship for academics and

“sports: e g

191885 Harviird seholde:

. ship and Deans list.

1981‘ - Honours thesis re-
search grant (Harvard) to
investigate ploughing tech-
nologies in Sri Lanka.
Spent5 months with farm
families in Kurunegala
and Anuradhapura dist-
ricts. '

1982- " - Knox  fellowship
(Harvard) to study com-
munal conflict in Sri
Lanka. b

. He is now on deferred
leave for this purpose.

"' WELL DONE |

THE ISLAND of 10th May
1984, _reporting the . procee-
dings of the SATURDAY
REVIEW case now before
the Supreme Court, descri-
bed it as a “Tamil weekiy”.

(See Page 3 for a report of
the proceedings) .

-i

MOHAMED GOES
INTO ACTION!
TransportMinister Mr.M.H.
Mohamed was quoted in the
Daily News -of ‘8th May

_{stating that he had decided
I'to close down three of the

four Transpoit Board depots-
in the North immediately,

_|following the robbery of
|Rs, 78,000 from the Point

Pedro depot by an armed
terrorists on Sunday night.”

The depots at PointPedro,
Karainagar aud  Kondavil
will be closed and the buses
transferred to the Jaffna
Depot. L

- A “very effective way to

help ?

tackle problems!
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Words of wisdom

It requires wisdom to
understand wisdom. The
musicis nothing if the audie-
nce is deaf.

— Walter Lippman.

There will be no war, if
all people practice truthful-
ness, universal love, purity,

mercy, contentment, self- -
_sacrifice, self-restraint and

tolerance.

— Sri Swami Sivananda.

The care of human life
and happiness and not their
distruction is the first and
only legitimate object of
good Government.

— Thomas Jefferson.

Democracy’s real test lies
in respect for minority opini-
on.

— Ellery Sedgwick.

I could never believe that
Providence had sent a few
men into the world, ready
booted and spurred to ride,

and millions ready saddled

-and bridled to be ridden.

— Lord Macaulay.

Good and bad are always
mixed up in this world. No-
thing is absolutely good and
nothing is absolutely bad.

~— Sri Swami Sivananda.

A truth that is told with
bad intent beats all the lies
You can invent.

— William Blake.

Suspicion always haunts
the guilty mind. The thief
doth fear each bush an of-
ficer.

— Shakespeare.

The ultimate results of
shielding men from folly is
to fill the world with fools.

— Herbert Spencer.

A Government that is evil
has no room for patriotic
men and women eXcept in its
prison.

— Mahatma Gandhi.
Collected by Jupiter.

the first megalithic

~ their

MegalithicBurialSiteat Anaikoddai

BY DR. JAMES T. RUTNAM
(President, Jaffna Archeological Society)

It is over fifty years since
urn
burial site in the Island was
discovered at Pomparippu.
Not much excitement was
created by the discovery,

- as its significance was not

known at the time. In the
fast fifteen years more
megalithic sites have been
discovered in the Island and
importance for the
study of the early history of
this country is beginning to
be realised. It is not surpri-
sing therefore that the dis-
covery of the first megali-
thic burial site in the Jaffna
District in December 1980
has led' to much excitement
in that area.

The discoveries made by
an archaeological survey
team from the University
of Jaffna during the first
two weeks of December
1980 are indeed sensa ional.
For a very long time no-
thing was known about the
pre-and proto-history of the
Jaffna District, and one had
to be content with the
legends of the Nagas of the
Chronicles that passed for
history. For the first
time now a scientific study
of the proto-history of that

~region has been made pos-

sible by the archaeological
discoveries at the mounds
of Anaikoddai, about four
kilometres north of Jaffna
town.

One of these mounds had
been harbouring a veritable
burial complex dating back
to pre-Christian times, until
it was laid bare by work-
men removing earth to fill
the Navanthurai Lagoon.
It was at this point that a
team from the Jaffna Uni-
versity had moved in to
save some of the precious
artefacts and skeletal re-
mains from being subjected
to a second burial in ano-
ther place that was being
reclaimed from: the lagoon.

The discoveries include
skeletal remains from exten-
ded burials and urn burials,
iron tools such as spear-
heads and daggers, parts of
copper rod, a large amount
of black-and-red ware that
is typical of megalithic sites
in Sri Lanka and South
India, Roman rouletted
ware and even objects with

SRR AR VR IARTRCE T 7
FOUND ON ROAD

The army authorities have
informed the Government
Agent of Jaffna that a Natio-
nal Panasonic Video Deck
was found on the night of
Monday, 30th April 1984 on
Rasavinthoddam Road, nzar
the railway crossing by an
Army patrol. The owner is
requested to contact Major
Rajapakse at the Jaffna
Stadium. Telephone 22805.

‘light of day.

dateable writing, one of
which gose back to the
third century B. C.

The is a reference by the
Dutch writer Valentyn to
some finds suggesting a
sort of Roman settlement in
the first century A. D. in
Mantai in Mannar, more or
less comparable to Arika-
medu on the opposite coast
of South India. But the evi-
dence now appearing is of
very much greater signifi-
cance, for they confirm the
lurking anticipation a few
of us have had, since the
dlscovery in the twenties of
the urn burials at Pompa-
rippu, that there was a
megalithic phase common
to the whole of South India
and Sri Lanka preceding the
early historic period.

Looking back it would
seem that we had treated
the large number of dis-
coveries in many parts of
the country where evidence
of a megalithic phase had
been observed with very
little appreciation, not to
say indifference, of their
far-reaching significance.

As far back as 1886 Ievers
had found an ancient burial
place in Gurugalhinna in the
Anuradhapura district. This
had been also noted by
H.C.P.Bell in 1982, It
was a megalithic site, but
the report of further inves-
tigation by Godakumbura
in 1965 has yet to see the
Hugh Nevill
is on record as having dis-
covered a cinerary urn at
Malikam Pitti in 1877. A.C.
Hocart announced the dis-
covery of the Pomparippu
urn burials in 1924,

It will be sufficient here
to note a few names of

places where discoveries had -

been made of urn burials,
dolmens, cists, extended
burials, back-and red ware
etc, all pomtmg to a mega—
lithic phase in Sri Lanka.
These are, to be brief, the
Gedige in Anuradhapura

Katiraveli in the Batticaloa
district Padavegampola in
the Kegallc district, Guru-
galhinna in the Anuradha-
pura district, Kokebe in the
North  Central province,
Makewita in the Gampaha
district, Ibbankatuwe in the
Matale district, Okanda,
Habarana. Tissamaharama
Asmadala, Mummaragoda,
Itikala, Bambaragastalawa,
Kudumbigala and Panama-
moderagala.

Vimala Begly and others
of the University of Penn-
sylvania did some excava-
tion in Pomparippu in
1970. Begeley had estimated
as many as eight thousand
graves in the three or four
acres that form the megali-
thic cemetery at Pompa-
rippu. !

Commenting on some of
these sites, S. Paranavitana
in his work entitled Sinha-
layo published in 1967,
wrote on page. 7: ‘‘these
megalithic sites and urn
fields are found throughout
the regions inhabited by
Dravidian-speaking people.
The burial .customs to which
they bear witness are refer-
red to in early Tamil litera-
ture. It is therefore - legiti-
mate to infer that the!
people who . buried their
dead in dolmens and cists
as well as in large earthen-
ware jars* were Dravidians’.

(Continued on Page7)
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DAMAGED NOTES
The following notice has

-been issued by the Govern-

ment Agent’s Office. Jaffna.

“Damaged currency notes
have been robbed from the
Bank of Ceylon Jaffna
KachcheriBranch on4thMay.
The Public are requested to
inform the Govt. Agent of
Jaffna of the nearest police
station of persons in pos-
session of large quantities of
damaged currency notes and
or are trying to negotiate
them.

Sole

36, K. K. S. ROAD,

RABBIT — ZEBRA — NOORANI
CHANPRICA BRANDS

KOOFING TILES
~ BRICKS & CONCRETE BLOCKS, Etc.

Distributors :

‘M. T. Ponnampalam

ey JAFFNA

Telephone :7,23493 §!
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Saturday Review

SATURDAY REVIEW CASE:

C.A. acted Arbitrarily
Nadesan tells S.C.

Two applications in which
several readers of the SATUR-
DAY REVIEEW complained
about the closure of the paper
on an order made by Mr.
Douglas Liyanage, Competent
Authority under Emergency
Regulations and asked for
relief and damages, came up
before a bench of five judges
of the Supreme Court, con-
sisting of Justice D. Wima-

faratne (President), Justice
Percy Colin Thome, Justice
Parinda  Ranasinghe, Justice
Abdul Cader and Justice

Rodrigo, on 7th May and the
hearing is continuing.

Mr. S. Nadesan Q. C., with
Mr. S. Mahendran and Mr.
S.H.M. Reeza, appeared for
the petitioners. Mr. L. Sarat
Silva Deputy Solicitor —Ge-
nesal and State Counsel Mr.
N. Y. Casechitty appeared
for the three respon-
dents—Mr. Douglas Liyanage,
the Attorney-General and the
Inspector—General of Police.

The first application (No.
85 of 1983) was filed by

Mr. K. Visuvalingam, Mr. M.
Kanagarajanayagam, Mr. J. X.
Philipupillai, Mr. V. Kanapathi-
pillai, Mr. Gamini Navaratne,
Mr. N. Kandasamy, Mr. Oscar
P. L. Pereira and Mr. T. U.
Cooray.

The second application (No.
6 of 1984) was filed by
Mr. V. Kanapathipillai, Fr.
Tissa Balasuriya and Mr.
Manel Fonseka.

Two Violations

Mr. MNadesan submitted to
Court that the order made
by the Competent Authority
violated two fundamental
rights of the petitioners,
namely, the fundamental right
of equality under Article 12
of the Constitution and the
freedom of expression includ-
ing publication, under Article

14 (1) (a).

Counsel said that Article

12 clearly stated that all -

persons were equal before
the law and were entitled
to the equal protection eof

the law and alke that no
citizen shall be discriminated

,against on the grounds of

race, religion, language, caste,
sex, political opinion, place
of birth or any such grounds.

He submitted that con-
stitutional guarantees of fun-
damental rights were directed
against the State and its
officers and pointed to the
fact that Article 4(d) pro-
vided that ‘‘the fundamental
rights which, were declared
and recognised shall be re-
spected, secured and advanced
by all the organs of Go-
vernment and shall not be
abridged,  restricced and
denied, save in the manner
and to the extent provided
in the Constitution’.

He said that on account
of the President forming his
opinion that that there was
‘‘a state of National Emer-
gency’’, he had, in pursuance
of the Public Security Or:
dinance, framed a large num-
ber of regulations to ensure
public security and competent

A Lady

It was another dull, drab
day in the insipid monotony
of her life. After complet-
ing her chores, she feit
hungry. So did the others
of her family. Even the poor
feel the pangs of hunger as
intensely as the rich. The
only difference is that the
poor can do very little
about these gastronomical
urges.

Bare-footed, she plodded
her weary way to the mar-
ket to buy some bread.
There were others like her.
Unspoken sorrow and grief
written conspicuously on their
gaunt faces.

Then it happened — an er-
ratic spray of bullets. Peo-
ple ran helter—skelter for
cover. Mercifully, death was
instantaneous. There they lay
in'scariet pools all smothered
to permanent silence. The
victors had vanished.

After the signs of danger
had disappeared, the inquisi-
tive busybodies  appeared
like scared rabbits out of
their warrans.

Numbered among the slain
was that miserable wretch.
A sodden threadbare saree
coverad her skeleasl frame.
Clutched in the palm of her
bony hand were some coins—
sufficlent wealth for the pur-

without identity

chase of a pound of bread.

The great poet Thomas
Hoon in his immortal “The
Song of the Shent’’ wrote—

““But why do | talk of
DEATH

That phantom of grisiy bone

I hardly fear its terrible
shape

It seems so like my own

Because of the fasts |
keep

O God, that bread sheuld
be so dear

And flesh and bleod so
cheap”’

Did she have a premoni-
tion of the end of all her
sufferings? A Casuist, in the
comfort of his armchair, may
pontificate that since she re-
ally did not live," she did
NOT die. °

" In active combat, the or,

der for the snipers is to
shoot anything that moves.
The instructor may add that
if it does NOT move, It
may be your own officer.

is it difficult to differen-
tiate between a particular
species of animals and human
beings? A demented mind with
the malignant fever of revenge
may imagine shoals of devils
in the crowded market-square
and crowded streets walking
to and fro seeking whom
they may devour.

Was this unfortunate wo-
man a danger to anyonel
Her own crime was that
she was poor, powerless and
unaware of the machinations
of some who prostitute the
law for their Insane pur-
pose.

The tragedy of being laid
to rest unsung, unhonoured
and unwept is bad enough.
To be unidentified and un-
claimed is worse. What does
it matter? In life she recei-
ved nething. In death she can
meake a valuable contribution.
The body can be relegated
to the dissecting room of
& medical college to enable
our Medicos te enhance their
knowledge of forensic me-
dicine, add to the quantum
of research or even satiate
their intellectual curiosity.
After all, the show must go
on.

This. is a sad simple story.
But, who was this woman?
Was she judged by the in-
scrutable standards of the
elitish group resident in a
particular postal zonal area
of the Metropolis? As an
official of the State disdain-

fully pronounced, *‘She was |
no lady; she was only a FISH-

MONGER”.

authoritles had been appointed
to make orders in terms of
the regulations and imple-
ment them. :

No competent authority
can act arbitrarily or discri-
minate between one person
and another in making orders
under these regulations in the
interests of public security.
While imposing a censorship
on practically all the news-
papers In this country, the
Competent  Authority, for
some inexplicable reason, has
completely banned the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW (in July 1983

which ban was revoked
in January this year.)
Accordingly, the SATUR-

DAY REVIEW and its readers
have been treated differently
from other newspapers who
were permitted to publish
their newspapers subject to
censorship. .

“Such discrimination off= .

ends the principle of - equality
and equal prottecion enshrined
in Article 12. Equal pro-
tection of the law is denied
If in achieving a certain ob-

UDUYVIL GIRLS’ COLLEGE

Presents

The Lass That

{An Operette)
by
William S. Gilbert

and

Arthur Sullivan

. Article

ject persons similarly circum-
stanced are differently treated
by a law or an executive
order and the principle un-
derlying that difference in
treatment has no rational
relation to the object sought
to be achieved by the law™.

Counsel submitted that in
the affidavit filed by  the :
Competent  Authority he had
given no 'explanation whate-
ver as to why, in exercis-
ing his discretionary power,
he discriminated between the

SATURDAY  REVIEW and
other newspapers. ;
“The burden is on him

to give a rational explanat- '

ion and in the absence' of
such an explanation the Court °
cannot but 'hold that the'
petitioners are entitied to -
succeed on the ground that °
12 has been violated
by his order”.

Then counsel proceeded to
deal with the fundamental
rights enshrined in Article
14 (1) (a) regarding the free-
dom of persons'to read any
newspaper of their choice or '
contribute to its

I

Loved A Sailor

on

Tuesday the |5th May

at 900 2. m.

Programmes are available at the Coll:ge office

Rates:-

Rs 15/- Single

Rs 25/- per couple
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The following letter
appeared in The Island of
4th May under the headline
“Appeal to the Tamils,
too.”

Mr. Gamini Navaratne,
Editor of Saturday Review, In
his *Open Letter to the Sin-
halese (reproduced from the
issue of 20th April) makes a
fervent appeal to his brethren
in the South not to seek
foreign intervention in settling
the internal problems . in our
land because this would lead
to losing our Independence.
All right — minded people
would agree with him that
the. ethnic problem of Sri
Lanka is an internal affair
and should be settled among
Sri Lankans themselves. But
has Mr. Navaratne forgotten
that it was Tamil United Liber-
ation Front leaders and the
terrorist leaders of the North
who constantly go to Tamil
Nadu and seek assistance.

Afcer there had been too
much sabre - rattling from
Tamiinadu, some . Sinhalese
erganisations have appealed to
the President to come inte
an agreement. with China, the
@.S. A., Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, etc., to resist and defeat
any attempts by Tamilnadu
invaders coming to assist the
terrorists who are now being
trained in South India.

It is natural for the Sinha-
fese in self-Interest against
such threats to think of such
alliances. | think Mr. Nava-
ratne’s purpose of avoiding
our country losing its indepen-
dence as a result of foreign
interference can best be
achi:ved If he uses his influ-
ence with the Jaffna Tamils,
whom he is working with, by
appealing to them alse not
to seek intervention on their
behalf from Tamilnadu, or
any other part of India. If Mr.
Navaratne’s appeal not to
seek foreign assistance is made
to both Sinhalese and Tamils
it will make sense.

- If ha appeals to the Tamils
in the same way their would
be a peaceful settlement.

‘D. Amarasiri V. Ratna
Wattala.

IN SINHALA'

The Editor,
Saturday Review.

| read and re-read ‘AN
OPEN LETTER TO THE SIN-
HALESE"’ in your paper.

| was more than happy to
find that it had been repro-
duced in The Island of 20th
April.

| hope that a similar letter
will in the near future be
published in all the Sinhalese
Sunday papers, | emphasise
-¢Sunday’’ since many readers
have more time to study
the media at the weekend.

To me and many others,
including a legal luminary, the

letter expresses a plea for
sane reflection. The letter
carries an invitation for those
of us in the South to visit
Jaffna again and again and get
to know its people, if we
wish Sri Lanka‘to be a cont-
ented unitary state.

The letter is a plea for us
to consider why Tamil youth
abandon their studies and
leave home to fight for a
‘‘separate state” and that
only from 1976 onwards,
28 years after the dawn of
Independence.

Can this tragic situation
not be traced to a history
of broken promises, disillu-
sionment and frustration. The
most serious lapse dates
back to the U. N, P. Electisn
Manifesto of 1977 when a
promise of a round table con-
ference soon after the election
was promised, but never held
until It was too late.

Why is it that only the
Saturday Review is subject to
special censorship?

Dr. Florence Ram
Alawihare.
Colombo - 5

G.T. O. FUNDS

The Good Templer Orga-
nisation was Introduced to
Sri Lanka ten years ago by a
group of Swedish people who
have been working for world
peace and fighting against
alcoholism.

Fifteen G. T. O. branches
were formed in Jaffna and
they worked separately “until
1978, when the Valanthalai
branch urged that a federation
be formed with the intention
of campaigning against illiter-
acy, malnutrition .and alcho-
iism. These - branches ‘were
organised among the depres-
sed class Tamils and the fisher-
folk in the coastal areas.

The Swedish representatives
who visited Jaffna gave some
assistance to the branches to
build up their organisations
using the talents of the

“educated people among them.
One of the representatives '

Mr. P. A. Anderson took a
very keen interest to pro-

. pagate: the-ideals of the G. T..

O. through the branches.

But some of the represen-
tatives who came later were
not so effestive, partly
because they were misled by
certaln members of the G.
T. O, Federation.

In 1983, | was elected to
the executive body of the
Federation by our branch
after which | observed closely
the work of the Organisation
| found it was not as active
as the Swedish people who
donated the funds were made
to think. A few individuals
acting on behalf of it were
using the funds without any
reference to the branches
and the main body itself.

Whenever the Swedish
representatives were, in Sri
Lanka, the Federation always
requested them for more
funds by giving the impres-
sion that they had in hand
many useful projects to raise
the standard of living of the
poor villagers, but many of
them have ended as more
plans on paper with no mater-
jal benefit to the common
people.

For instance, in 1983, one
individual began repairing two
welis at Sampaloddai in Karai-
nagar at that time some
Swedish representatives visi-
ted the place and he was
shown the work. Now i am
told the work on the two
wells has not been compieted.
These two wells are near the
Valathali G. T. O, branch but
we were not consulted either
before or after the work was
begun or when the work was
being done. Part of the work
was done on shramadana.

| raised this question at
our branch meeting in the
presence of the President of
the Federation. The individual
responsible said | was not en-
titled to ask the question.
| raised it at Federation level
but nothing happened.

On representations made
by me to the Government
Agent of Jaffna, the Federation
was compelled to convene a
metting which was held on
I Ith December, 1983 and at
which the G. A. himself was
present. g

The G. A. said it was
important that the G. T. O.
conducted its affairs demo-
cratically. It should scrupu-
lously account for the funds
it received. He asked for a
comprehensive report of its
past activities and to ensure
that the records of the meet-

ing and inventories of goods :

given to the branches be
maintained.

| suggest that, in the
interests of the people, the
following be done, '

From this year, the G.T.O.
Federation must take fuli res-
ponsibility for the funds
received from Sweden and
disburse it by means of a joint
account in the bank-

Construction work done by
individuals in the absence of
the Swedish representatives
should be checked by the
Federation and a report sub-
mitted to the general body.

Past records must be coll-
ected from the branches for
our information.

V. Rattai

. Secretary, Valanthaiai G. T. O

‘Why not appeal to Tamils too?

WHAT A WORLD!

The Ceylon Daily News
of 13th April reported a UN
official visitor, Mr. S. Durai-
samy had found many short-
comings in the Maskeliya
Hospital.

To cap it ‘all, the DMO
who was contacted by the
newspaper is reporting to
have said that there were on
paper available even to write
reports.

This situation is unbelie-
vable. We are claiming to be
having the best health services
in our part of the world
and we are having such a
hospital also.

And that, too, in the three-
member Nuwara Eliya cons-
tituency represented in Par-
liament by two Ministers and
the Leader of the Opposit-
ion, who is an alternative
Prime Minister and even a
prospective President of our
country!

One of the Ministers had
taken upon himself the task
of raising the swandard of
cricket in our country and
had become the President of
the Board of Control for
cricket when there are very
many others to do that job,
besides a Minister being in
charge of sports.

The other Minister is en-
gaged in a tussel with the
Government icseif to get
more wages for the Estate
workers, which, by the way,

is his duty as he had been .

sent to Parliament by these
workers.

The third M.P. is more
engaged in  becoming the
successor to the throne of
his party.

Only the voters :have no
proper medicines or facilities
in the Government hospital
in their consituency. What
does it matter? Why can’c

they go to the private
hospitals?

Arul
Colombo — 13

# NOT BY HATRED
The Editor,
Saturday Review.

If Pakistan had turned to
India_and . vice versa for
economic and military assis-
tance, both countries wili be
weli—stabilised and more pro-
gressive today without mu-
tual distrust and fear. They
would also not have drawn
foreign nuclear giants on the
side of each other,

Pakistan sought military

assistance to defend  itsel
against India. its position is
worse today. it is now in
danger of an attack both from
India and Russia. We .are
told that Russia Is amassing
its  troops on the Afghan
border.

This should

serve as a
good lesson for little Sri
Lanka which has allowed a
small domestic problem to

balloon into .an internation=
al issue.

There is no -better time
for the Sinhalese and Tamil
leaders to settle the ethnic
problem than  the holy
month of May. The Holy
One has preached that ha-
tred is not solved by hatred
but by Love.

D. J. Thamotheram
Colombo 6.

ARMS AND ALMS
The Editor,
Saturday Review.

it was reported in the

" press recently that 32 mil-

lion dollars per hour are
spent 'in the USA on arms
while almost 34 million poor
people In the USA are
queuing up dally to get
aims-a clice of bread and
a pack of milk powder.

How much, one wonders, is
spent on arms throughout the
whole worid for an hour
and how many people are
crying out for alms—just for
a slice of bread or a cup
of milk—every minute in the
world ?

But those who have the
power to stop the produc-
tion of destructive arms and
also the power to provide
more alms to the poor of
the world do not seem to
be ‘much concerned - about
this. To ‘them it seems to
be just a -difference in let=
ters - only —alms and alms!

© Arul
Colombo | 3. T
BOTH CORRECT!
The Editor,

Saturday Review.
| am sending two clippings
of pictures from two news-

papers. One is from the
SUN of [7th  April which
reported that the Church

of Our Lady of Refuge was
not attacked. The other is
from the Daily News of
24th April, which reported
that one cannon had been
fired.

| would
which one

llke to %now
Is correct?

T. Sunder
Kollupitiya.
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Exploring solution to

The significance of com-
munal identity

“‘Sinhalade? Demalade? was
frequently a life or death
question during the July riots.
It Is a cruel epitaph to the
hundreds killed that week in
July. But it is also a tes-
timony to the close physical
similarity of members of
these two estranged commu-
nities. My own reply that
| was Sri Lankan did not
answer the question. Neither
did it satisfy the mob for,
in that week of intence po-
farization of society, there
was no room for a nation-
al ‘identity that transcended
communal ones.

The present state of re-
lations between the Sinhalese
and Tamil Communities have
their roots in historical pe-
rceptions that first arose in
the dynastic wars fought by
feudal rulers based on the
island and neighbouring South
India; in the later period of
Sinhalese contractionjthese: me-
morles were resurrected and
reinterpreted as the efforts
of Hindu South India to ab-
sorb Buddhist Lanka; Com-
munal grievances and fears
came into focus in the hea-
dy period of transition from
colonial-rule to self-rule; the
competition for scarce eco-
nomic resources and emp-
loyment in the context of
a stagnant economy led to
the formation of communal
interest groups that cut thr-
ough class: government poli-
cies and communal riots in-
stitutionalized the communal
divisions.

The communal conflict can
be defined in terms as broad
as s desired. However, the
primary disadvantage of a
broad definition that encom-
passes the economic, social,
political and cultural dimen-
sions is that it tends to [ead
to the confusion of issues
having a vast range of pos-
sibilities, and hence to inac-
tion. In Sri Lanka what ob-
structs the vision to a clear
solution to the Communal
problem is the almost undi-
videéd attention given to the
clutter of history, real and
imagined, and more recently
the focus on statistical data.
The thesis presented here is
that amongst the economic,
social, cultural, political and
other factors that have con-
tributed to the present ex-
plosive state of Sinhalese—
Tamil relations, it is the
psychological dimension of in-
dividual and communal iden-

tity that takes primacy.
Identity is at the heart of
communal conflict, and around
it crystallize the economic,
social and other grievances.

Confronting a communal
and regional problem of much
greater complexity than that
to be found in Sri Lanka,
the Russian revolutlonary lea-
der and theoretician Lenin
wrote “Why will you not
understand the psychology
that Is so Important in the
national question, and which
if the slightest coercion is
applied besmirches, soils and
nullifies the undoubtably pro*
gressive Importance of cen-
tralization, large state and
an uniform language.”” The
young Soviet state heeded
Lenin's warning ‘and today
the Soviet Union hasa fe-
deral system of government,
no country—wide official lan-
guage and a high degree of
communal harmony.

The Sri Lankan experi-
ence gives substance to the
view that communal conflict
cannot be resolved into, and
is harder to solve then class
conflict. The class—based 197 |
Insurrectioh was crushed In
a week whereas Tamil ter-
rorism is now in its ninth
year, outlasting the governs
ment that stamped out the
insurrection. The reason for

this is that at the heart
of community is the sub-
jective psychological dimen-

sion that is difficult to come
to grips with as it revol
ves around often intangible

factors unrelated to oObjec-
tive indicators and statistics.
The landless labourer in Va-
vuniya has the desire to
leave the ranks of the pro-
letariat and join the lan-
downer class. He will work
hard to achieve this end,
and there is every  possi-
bility that with his savings
he will one day reap fields
that are his own. But the
Tamil farmer ' in  Vavuniya
does not desire to become
a Sinhalese even though his
Sinhalese neighbours in the
district have access to larger
and better—irrigated plots of
land. He cannot and does not
want to give up his Tamil iden-
tity, unlike the landless Ila-
bourer who  willingly gives
up his class position, because

he is proud of his Tamil
identity and finds it reas-
suring to belong to the
Tamil community.

Thus, communal conflict

has occurred in economically
developed countries (Canada,

Belgium), in less—developed
countries (Pakistan, Zaire),
in the richer regions of

countries (the Basque region
in Spain) as well as in the
poorer regions of countries
(Northern Ireland in the
U. K.). Where communal con-
flict has become the focus
of a society it has divided
people and diverted them
from more objective problems

that may have a greater
bearing on their material
lives such as poverty and

the unequal distribution of
wealth. For instance, in 197 |
although rural Tamil youth
had grievances similar to the
rural Sinhalese they did not
join forces in the insurrec-
tion because communal fee-
lings that stemmed from di-

different cultures and inter-
pretations of what happens.
Thus, the victory of Dutu-

gemunu meant the defeat
of Elara; the period of
Sinhalese decay in  the

Rajarata corresponded to the
rise of Tamil power in the
Jaffna peninsula; the histori-
cal privileges/rights of one
community have smelled of
discrimination to the other;
democratic majorities to the
Sinhalese has meant the des-
potism of a communal majo-
rity to the Tamils; and
*“‘terrorists’’ to the Sinha-
lese are “‘boys’’ to the
Tamils. Such striking differ-
ences In perception are not
limited to Sri Lanka. In
Northern Ireland, for inst-
ance, when Catholics and

by JEHAN PERERA

visions of language and cul-
ture were more powerful
than class—based feelings that
stemmed from a common

poverty.
The roots of communal

conflict

There is a growing op-
inion that communal conflict
cannot be solved and can
only be managed. Let his-
tory be the arbiter of that
question.  The task before
Sri Lankan leadership is to
improve communal relations
between the Sinhalese and
Tamils to the point where
the major thrust - of state
power and initiative can be
released away from commun-
al issues towards tackling
the enormous problems of
development, of creating a
wealthy and just soclety.
The first step is to realize
that terrorism is but a
symptem, a vicious one, of
a deeper malady that afflicts
the country that spawned it.
The key to improving Sin-
halese—~Tamil relations is not
to focus on merely wiping
out terrorism, a symptom,
but to get rid of the cause
of terrorism.

The roots of communal
conflict ‘lie in the differing
perceptions —of the Sinha-
lese and Tamils which arises
from the fact of a separate
Sinhalese identity that over

the centuries grew and
hardened in opposition to
that of the Tamils. The
fact is that the Sinhalese
identity and Tamlls speak

different languages, and have

Protestants were asked whetf
her they were aware o-
discriminatory practices, over
759, of the Catholics said

) yes while a similar propor=
tion of Protestants said no,

Identity is inherent in the
fact of being a someone.
“Who am 12 has as its
inevitable corollary “‘Who is
he?”” These questions and
the existential anxieties they
give rise to can be reduced
in togetherness within the
womb of community. In com-
munal terms the questions
then become * Who are we?"’
and “‘Who are they?'* More
by their actions than their

-words the Sinhalese mob-

sters with swords and
firebrands in hand were
asserting their awareness
of identity, that they were
Sinhalese and belonged to
a community that had lost
thirteen of its members
to the Tamil collectivity.
While at their deadly work
the mobs cheered the
passing convoys of the
armed forces, who often
cheered back, and made
it known that they were
destroying Tamil establish-
ments as a gesture of
communal solidarity and
vengeance to retaliate the
killing of the thirteen. In
the communally sensitive
and threat-laden atmaosp-
here of that week in July
communal pressures so es-
calated that individuals
were emotionally impelled
into aligning their beha-

viour with that of the
community as a whole;
Sinhalese, peaceful and

tolerant in ordinary life,

united emotionally with
hoodlums.

Communal identity is an
extension of individual iden-
tity that gives people a sen-
se of belonging. Identity, to
quote the American  social
psychologist Erik Erikson, ‘“‘is
a process located in the
core of the individual and
yet also.in the core of his
communal culture.”” Apparent
in the search for roots In
Africa by American Blacks
Is the search for a communal
past that will lend continuity
to the individual life. Even
3 name can be used to as-
soclate an individual who can
be anyone with a sense of
belonging, of time and place,
and with unique values and
behavioural standards. Com-
munal identity eases the pro-
blems of anonymity and wea-
kness.

No community can main-
tain a viable identity with-
out symbols and values that
point to a distinctive iden-
tity. In 1981 even the
armed forces stationed in
the North recognised, un-
consciously perhaps, the
importance of communal
symbols when they burned
down the Jaffna Public
library and destroyed sta-
tues of Tamil heroes and
poets. Some symbols, lan-
guage for instance, are re-
levant to differentiate bet-
ween groups Others, - such
as caste hierarchies, are me-
aningful only within the
group and have little rele-
vance to ounsiders. When
reinforced by a co-extensive
history, language is usually
the key marker of distinc-
tive identity, and conseque-
ntly is a focus of commun-
al loyalty. In addition to its
obvlous role in communication,
hmgusge has ¢ pewerful emo-
tlonal aspect that stems
from its particular sound and
familiarity as the mode of
conveyance through the cen-
turies of the thoughts and
experiences of the commu-
nity.

The commumal percep.

tion of language legisia-

tion

The power of communal
symbols can be exploited to
yield material benefits. In its
struggle for rolitical power,
the newly formed SLFP rea-
ped a rich harvest of com
munal votes when is skilfully



manipulated the
values and myths of the
Sinhalese and linked them to
economic and social grieva-
nces. The initial thrust of
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike’s com-
paign was class—based and was
directed against the  privi-
leged position enjoyed by
the English—educated elite.
But rapidly the class com-
ponent of his appeal was
overshadowed by its commun-
al implications and the lan-
guage issue . became a red
flag to the communities.
The clear basic of the
SLFP's appeal lay in the
elevation of the Sinhala lan-
guage and the emphasis on
~ the rights of the Sinhala-
speaking masses. The power
of community over economics
can also be seen in the
Tamil reaction. The Tamils
decisively rejected the ACTC
which saw in the language
issue a question of  discri-
mination in employmen: and
education. In the wake of
*‘Sinhala-oniy’’ they swung
towards the FP, and later
the TULF, which gave prio-
rity to Tamils identity and
political autonomy as being
of the foremost importance.

It follows .that the most
grievous blow to an united
Sri Lanka that explicitly mo-
bilized communal solidarity
and support was that struck
by the cry for ‘‘Sinhala—
only.” This election slogan
which promised Sinhala-only
in 24 hours hit - deep at
Tamil self-esteem and deva-
fued the Tamil culture,
“‘Sinhaia-only’’ also made life
in general that much harder
for a non - Sinhala « speaking
Tamil who no longer enjoyed
the same rights aa a Sin-
halese in the transaction of
business with the state which,
to make matters worse, was
taking over a growing area
of what had been the do-
main of the private sector.
In the struggle for educa-
tion and employment being
Tamil-speaking had become a
grave handicap. But the Sin-
halese perception was diffe-
rent; the majority commu-
nity, hitherto suppressed,
gecting back its rightful place
and past injustices were be-
ing righted.

Towards Tamil self-deter-

customs,

mination

Post-independence  reality
thus clashed heavily with the
pre-independence  perception
of the Tamils regarding their
equality of status as a major
community alongside the low-
country Sinhalese and Kandyan
Sinhalese. The psychological
adjustment to the fact of
being a politically irrelevant
minority was painful on its
own merits. The attempt of

the independent state to
create a single political cul-
ture overriding communal

cultures, yet drawing many
of its symbols from the he-
ritage of the Sinhalese com-
munity, such as the adoption

of the Lion flag the installation
of “Sri” number plates and
the colonization of the Raja-
rata, reinforced the sense of
Tamil grievance. The evid-
ence from a number of count-
ries affected by communal
problems indicates that feel-
ings of political powerless-
ness and status deprivation
are more closely related to
communal action than econo-
mic constraints.  Although
communal -leaders may make
complete their case with re-
ference to economics and
figures, the core of that ap-
peal remains psychological
rather than economic. Thus,
today, after 36 years of
independence and rule by go-
vernments heavily accounta-
ble to a Sinhalese voter ba-

se, communalism has succee-
ded In turning ths Tamil
community into seeking the

satisfaction of
even  at

psychological
self-determination
great cost.
There is a common belief
that the Srilankan commun-
al conflict is unique to the
world. This is of course
true, but only in a narrow
sense because any investiga-
tion of communal conflict in
other 'countries will show
recurring patterns followed
rather closely . by Sri Lanka.
Take for instance Pakistan.
in 1948 in the Parliament
of the newly formed state,
Prime Minister Liaquat Ali
Khan said decisively *“It Is
necessary for a nation to
have one language and thit
language can only be Urdu’’.
The Bengali speaking people
of East Pakistan  united in
protest. Although in
the Pakistani government ac-
cepted Bengali as a setond
official language the damage
had been done, and in East
Pakistan the Bengali identity
superseded the Pakistani one.
The language issue created
a frame of mind that per-
sisted long after the Bengali
language was elevated. The

cost of 1948 was pain in
full in 1971.

In the Tamil cry for
Eeiam are two intertwined

themes. One is the struggie
for liberation' from poverty
and misrule, the demand of
a community possessing self-
esteem to determine  the
course of its life; the other
is a manifestation of sepa-
ratist frames of mind, the
ambition of those who seek
a country to rule. The task
of Sri Lankan leadership, be-
fore it is too late, is to
unraval these and give prio-
rity to the realization of
the former. For in this is
the yearning of people all
cammunities for a life of
dignity and sufficiency. The
private ambitions of the se-
paratists can then be made
to flounder, as they did in
Quebec and the Southern
Sudan. The goal of self-de-
termination for the Tamils
must not be seen as the
break-up of Sri Lanka; neit-
her as the seal on the es-

1956

trangement of the Sinhalese

and Tamils. Separation and
the formation of a new
state is but one form of

self-determination. It may be
hollow in reality as in the
case of satellite countries.
For instance, the ltalian-speak-
ing people in Federal Swit-
zerland who constitute less
than 109, of the popula-
tion enjoy assuredly greater
self-determination  than the
Soviet Union permits the
Poles in independent Poland.
Thus, the goal of self-de-
termination for the Tamils
must be seen as the first
step towards the rapproach-
ment of the Sinhalese and
Tamils as individuals, and as
communities, enjoying equally
the rights to language, to
the protection of the state
and  to self-determination.

The key question today
then is not whether the
Tamils should have the right
to determine the course of
their lives, because in this
democratic age which recog-
nises inalienable and funda-
mental rights of all human be-
ings It is evident they must,
but rather given the geo-
graphical, economic, and po-
litical -parameters what the
most appropriate form that
this self-determination shouid
take. Before proceeding to an
examination of this question
it might be useful to. reflect
upon the experience of the
Sudan  which offers several
parallel to the Sri Lankan case
of sufficient importance to be
worth considering. The final
solution reached in that coun-
try is also instructive in the
willingness and courage of the
leadership of both sides to
negotiate a lasting - settle-
ment.

Communal confict in the
Sudan

In the Sudan, as in Sri
Lanka, the conflict was bet-
ween the northern and sout-
hern parts of the country.
To the north of the Sudan
are the Arab statesof Egypt
and Libya, while to the
South are the Black African
states of Ethiopia, Uganda
and Kenya. in keeping with
this geographical position the
northern parts of the Sudan
consist of Arabs and arabicized
people who account for more
than |2 m.. of the country’s
total population of 18 m.;
the South live approxima-
tely 4 m. Blacks who speak
Nilotic languages and ate
adherents  of  Christianity
and native religions. Thus,
parallel to Sri Lanka, the
north and south of the
Sudan differ radically in lan-
guage, culture and = popula-
tion. :

With independence in 1956
the new state inherited acute
antagonisms. During the colo-
nial era the memories of the
times when Arab traders from
the north sold thousands of
southern Blacks into slavery
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were kept alive by the British

administrators to facilitate
and consolidate their rule.
and by Christian missionaries
who sought the salvation of
souls against the competition
of Islam. In this context, the
newly independent govern-
ments  policy of Arabici-
zation was resented by the
southerners right from the
start. But the policy reached
fruition for the northerners
and flashpoint for the south
a mere |2 years later, in

1968, when a new constitut-

ion was adopted in which The
Republic of Sudan was pro-
claimed a unitary state with

Arabic as the official language

and Islam the state religion,
It was this more than econo-
mic deprivation that confirmed
to the Black African south the
disregard with which the Arab
north held them, their langu-
age and culture, and cast
doubts on their equal mem-
bership of the polity. Relations
between the north and south
plunged and led to the call
for the complete secession of
the south and the formation
of the Independent state of
Azania.

The Sudanese Solution

The deepening crisis prom-
pted, in 1969, the granting
of limited autonomy to the
south. The package was based
on the assumption that satis-
fying the economic grievances
of the south within the exist-
ing political framework would
suffice [t consisted mainly of
measures for the economic
development of the south and
included the drafting of a
separate southern budget-

However, these measures
side-stepped the key demand
for greater s:if—determination
and failed to win the support
of the south. The leadership
of the Anya - Nya, the south-
erp insurgent movement, in
197 | proclaimed the founding
of the Azania Liberation Front
Civil war broke out. The
government forces scored con-
vincing victories in the initial
open warfare, but when the
Anya - Nya changed its tactics
to that of guerilla warfare
a situation of stalemate deve-
loped. Aware of the odds
against a quick military settie-
ment in opposition to an
increasingly united south, and
the sapping of the national
coffers in one of the world’s
poorest countries, the Suda-
nese government put forward
a new plan for a political
settlement that envisaged re—
gional automomy for the south.

There was much agitation
in the north over the regional
autonomy plan which, it was
feared, would ease the task
of secession to the south. The
argument made, ironically the
reverse of that made in Sri
Lanka. was that given the
farge size of the country and
the poor communications net-
work, regional autonomy
wouid be de facto separation
soon to be foliowed by the
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real thing. Nevertheless, the
military government led by
Generai Nimeiry disregarded
the opposition and stood firm.
In 1972 representatives of
the government and the Anya-
Nya signed the regional auto-
nomy agreement.

_The communal probiem in
the Sudan has not ended, which
gives substance to the view
that' communal conflict
cannot be solved but only
managed. There Is dissatis-
faction in both the north and
south regarding the terms of
the regional autonomy agree-
ment. Nevertheless, the Suda-
nese experiment is of great
reievance to $ri Lanka in de-
monstrating that a skilfully
negotiated political settlement
can diffuse secessionist pres-
sures and give the political
leadership another chance at
building national unity upon a
new foundation.

The American sociologist
and former ambassador to Sri
Lanka, Howard Wriggins noted
that a significant aspect of
politics in Sri Lanka lay in the
intensify of feellings that could
be mobilized around proposals
that were left abstract and
therefore ambiguous-  His
example was the debate ' over
federalism in the wake of the
FP’s formation and electoral
strategy. Bscause the call
lacked precision opponents of
federalism were left a free
hand to play upon the fears
of the Sinhalese and claim it
would be the first step to-
wards secession. The same
lack of knowledge and fear
exist today. Therefore investi-
gating the regional autonomy
agreement of the Sudan will
provide exposure to a con-
crete and working agreement.
The agreement can provide a
outline of a model for Sri
Lanka.

A Regional Autonomy
Model

.

The main points of the
Sudanese plan are listed below:

(a) Matters pertaining to
defence, foreign affairs, trade
and planaing were assigned to
the central government: allb
other matters reiating to the
southern  provinces  were
placed under the control of
the regional government
which would have its own
elected legisiative and exe-
cutive organs of power in the
three southern provinces.

(b) All citizens of the
Sourthern Region were guar-
enteed equal opportunities of
obtaining employment - and
education and of engaging in
trade.

(c) The southern legis-
lature, by a 2/3 majority,
could request the President
of the republic to postpone
the implementation of any
centrai government legislat-
fon which, in its view. was-
harmful to the interests of the
Southern Region.

(d) English was recognized
as the main language of the

1



“Southern
-wance was made for the

. secessjonist
-of enthusiastic welcome, or

‘note
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Region and allo-
use
of any other ianguage that
could satisfy local needs;
Arabic remained the official
language of the country.
(e) The rebel armed forces
of the south were incorpor-
ated Into the Sudanese patio-
nal army, and for the first
5 years the Sudanese Army
stationed in the south was to
be equally made up of north-
erners and southerners under
the command of a southerner.
(f) The regional govern-
ment was required to exert

efforts to reinforce and pro-

mote the unity of the Sudan.
"(g) The agreement was

signed for an initial period of

10 years, and could be further
extended depending upon its
success. The agreement has
since been renewed.

The capacity for reconcili-
ation of the human commu-
nities must not be under-—
estimated. Shortly before the
Sudanase  regional autonomy
agreement was concluded few
would have predicted that
Sudanese President Nimeiry
would tour the formerly
regions to scenes

that a year after the end of
the bitter Nigerian clvil war
former Biafrans would
travel with Security the
length” 2nd. breadth of
the Nigerian federation. In-
deed there is no need to
travel sofar abroad for ex-
amples of reconciliation. In Sri
Lanka  the Buddhists and
Christians live together har-
moniously, yet a mere twenty
years ago the hostility and
suspicion that existed between
the two religious communities
seemed insuperable. The re-
cognition on the past of the
Christian  churches of the
inevitability - of losing any
serious  confrontation with
the Buddhists and the conse-
quent willingness to compro-
mise evoked shortly a genero-
us response from the Buddhists
and today the amicability of
the Buddhist - Christian relat-
ionship is 2 model for the
world. Bu¢ it is important to
that the Christians
unlike the Tamils, lacked a
territorial base and the Sin-
halese and Tamil communal
identities cut across that of
religion.

An opportunity iost

When in 1948 Sri Lankan's
recovered the power to pre-
side over their own destinies,
the country could yet have

‘been guided towards commu-

nal harmony. There was then
a wider range of choice than
there is now. In 1955 at the
height of the languege dispute
Senator S. Nadesan noting the
voiatility of communai emotion
when it touched upon issues
of language and communal
rights wrote “‘There are only
two known methods of en-

ssuring equality between the

majority and minorities in a
multinational state: one s

the method of bilingualiam,

the other that of federalism.”
Of the two methods it is the
former that is the preferable
solution to a national ruling
elite jealous of its power at
the centre. Until the general
election of 1956 it seemed
as If bilingualism would be
the method employed. In 1944
J. R. Jayewardene had in the
State Council, the then legis=
lative body, sponsored a reso=
lution that both Sinhala and
Tamil were to be official ian-
guages while Prime Minister
D, S. Senanayake in 1959 had
asserted ‘*Nor again should it
be forgotten that our essen-
tial task is to create a nation,
and that our people speak not
one language. but two or
perhaps three.”” But what
actually happened is too well
known to need any elabor-
ation. In search of easy votes
an opportunistic political lead-
ership caved—in to the pres-
sures of the lowest common
denominator. The result: Sin<
hala—only in an unitary state
in which communal identity
took on surpassing importance.

Rejection and communai

Polarization

The rejection of bilingualism
and the consequent growth
of a Tamil communalism that
fed a larger Sinhalese one has
led the unitary state system
that exists today to an impasse.
If the state had recognized
the right of every Sinhalese
and Tamil to his own language
the hardening of a sepagate
Sinhalese and Tamil identity
in the flamable role of ruler
and ruled could have been
stemmed. But the opportu-
nity is now lost; what has
been done cannot be undone.
The communally polarized
political system has made
Tamil votes virtually irrele-
vant to the formation of
strong governments which in
turn are hostage to their
Sinhalese voter base. This
system of unitary govern-
ment, wherein which two
pacts negotiated by Prime
Ministers ' were _ unilaterally
abrogated and another one
pushzd through by the Presi-
dent was watered down In
deference to Sinhalese pres-
sures, stands discredited in
Tamil eyes. Terrorism in the
north which has a degree
of support from the people
of the area is the spawn of
three decades of political
neglect and communally per-
ceived humiliations. The
urgent task that faces the
the country’s leadership is
to act decisively before the
volatile situation in the coun-
try  exlpodes beyond all
controi; it is to establish a
new political framework which
decentralizes  administration
devolves power to the people
of the predominantly Tamil
areas who presently have
little say in the highest
decision—making process, Even
the highest of civil servants
the IGP, the Attorney General
and the Ambassardors to
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mention but a few, are under
the direct and absolute con-
trol of the Cabinet of Mini-
sters which is the product of
the political system. The
solution is very clearly not
to drift along in the present
manner.

The present uneasy calm
Is but the eye of a storm
that was trigered - off once
by terrorism in July and can
well be set off again, The
existing situation where the
government has lost controj
over the predominantly Tamil
areas, highiighted by the re-
morseless killings and spates
of bank robberies, 'cannot
continue on an even keel with-
out escalating into another
orgy of violence. But given
the constraints of the situation
terrorism cannot be elimi-
nated by the armed forces
without the co - operation of
the people of the area and
the Government of Iindia.

Who is to blame?

Many Sinhalese hold that
major part of the blame for
the escalation of Tamil sepa-
ratist demands and dominance
of the terrorists in the north
is to be apportioned to Pre-
sident Jayewardene. The rea-
soning is that had the Presi-
dent acted with greater force-
fulness, at the beginning of
his term of office in 1977,
against the terrorists ‘in parti-
cular and the Tamils in
general neither the Tamil
demands for a separate state
nor terrorism would have
reached the proportions they
have now. But the facts are
otherwise.

The demand for a separate
State was first articulated by
prominent Tamils, though on
an individuai basis. as far
back as [955. However it
was only after the adoption
of the first republican cons-
titution by the SLFP govern-
ment in 1972 that mass Tamil
agitation began to crystallize
around the concept of a
separate state. This sentiment
received authoritative confir-
mation in 1975 from S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam, the leader of

the TUF as the TULF was then

known, in his victory speech
after the Kankesanthurai by -
election. The next year, in
1976, the TUF Members of
parliament signed and brought
a motion before the SLFP do-
minated parliament claiming
that the results of the by-
election represented a man-
date for ‘'the restoration of
the free, sovereign. secular,
socfalist state of Tamil
Eelam,”” Paraliament rejected
the motion, but no decisive
measures were taken to- elimi-
nate separatist feeling. It was
under an SLFP government
led by people of the calibre
of Mrs- Bandaranaike and T.
B. lilangaratne that the TULF
gathered strength for two
years. and the precedent was
set for leniency of treatment.
Further it was under the SLFP
government thit the TULF
campaigned openly at the

general election ' of 1977 on
a platform of separatism.

Likewise, Tamil terrorism
became a major national issue
under the SLFP government
when Alfred Duraiappzh, the
SLFP Mayor of laffna, was
gunned down by terrorists in
1975. This political assassi-
nation gave much publicity to
the terrorist movement. But
already in 1972 and 1974
unsuccessful bomb attacks had
been made on the life of the
Mayor. Again, on the first
Republic day anniversary in
1973, 49 C.T.B. buses were
attacked in Jaffna. 6 were
burned and an attempt was
made to derail a train.

Public opinion also holds
that the reason for the domi
nance of terrorism in the
Tamil areas is to be attribu-
ted to the government pglicy
of keeping the armed forces
on a tight leash, It is argued
that if the armed forces were
to be given extensive powers
of search and arrest and of
shooting at sight on suspi-
cion that terrorism can be

eliminated. Eliminate the
terrorists who are a
minority, then give some

concessions to the peaceable
Tamil majority and everything

will be pretty much okay
once again is the common
foliow=up to this line of

reasoning, The success of the
government in destroying the
1971 insurrection is often
adduced as proof of the
success of a policy of “'bullets
and carrots’’

Such arguments, emotio-
nally satisfying though they may
be, are far from being appli-
cable in a practical context
to the communal conflict.
On the one hand they dis-
regard the geographical vici-
nity of an impassioned inter-
ventionist South India. On
the other hand they ignore
history and the experience
of other countries faced with
simiiar problems of a deter-
mined territorially based
people. '

Combatting territorial

terrorism

The {saeli army in Palestine,
the British in Northern Ire-
land, the Spanish in the Basque
region, the Pakistani in East
Pakistan, the Sudanese in the
Southern Sudan, and the Nazi
German Army in occupied
Europe to mention but a
few failed, or are failing, to
suppress terrorism. This failure
was not due. at ieast in the
last three examples, to any
constraints placed on the

‘armed forces by their re-

spective governments. [t was
due to the impossibility of
eliminating terrorism and in-
dividual acts of violence
without the active coopera-
tion of the people of the
area.| Where weli-trained
armies failed it is not likely
the Sri Lankan armed forces
will succeed. In Sri Lanka,
the people in the terrorism

affected areas do not coop-

in India.

I

erate with the armed forces,
not merely because they fear .
the wrath of the terrorists
but also because they are
alienated from the govern-
ment and its armed forces.
In fact the excesses of
the armed forces in the
north in the past years
and the neglect of their
duty in the South during
the July riots have served
to steel the Tamil con-
sciousness into a unity
that further violence can
only harden.

There is another factor
that militates against a milie
tary = solution to terrorism.
This factor is the present
unwillingness of the Indian
Government to prevent Sri
Lankan terrorists from having
refuge in South India zfter
an attack or whenever the
need arises. For instance, th=
terrorist suspects who esca-
ped from the Batticaloa pri-
son found unofficial asylum
Prabhakaran and
Maheswaran can settle their
quarrels on Indian  streets,
but the Sri Lankan armsd
forces have no access to
India.

In. 1971 the Sinhalese in-
surgents lacked both of thase
advantages Instead they fou-
ght a predominantly Sinha-
lese army in open battle
in rural areas that had pro-
duced children fighting on
both sides. Poorly equipped,
using wrong tactics and in-
formed upon they were no
match for the armed forces.

Malaysia of 1947 presents
a case that differs fundament-
ally from that of Sri Lanka
and the other terrorism aff-

ected countries mentioned
earlier. Malaysia lacked a
territorially—based anti - go-

vernment population and a
foreign haven for terrorists.
The Chinese were mixed fairly
evenly throughout the country
and therefore the Chinese
Communist insurgents did not
have a Chinese home terri-
tory. Further, the Chinese
community itself was divided.
For Instance, the wealthy and
powerful  Chinese  business
community was totally ap-
posed to communism which
sought, to deprive the rich
of their riches and equalize
society. ln this environment
the- government very effecti-
vely infiltrated the Com-
munist - Organizations using
C;inese agents. In the neigh-
bourhood of Chinese settle-
ments, and often surrounding
them, were Malay sectiements
which were hostile to the
insurgents and offered infor-
mation and security to the
Malaysian armed forces. Simi-
larly, Thailand and Indonesia
were fuily supportive of the
Malaysian government. As a
resuft the Chinese insurgents
could not both attack the
Malaysian Armed -forces and
hide.

A draconian part of the
‘Malaysian  anti — Insurgency
operation was for the armed
forces to encircle Chinese
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settiements near to the scene
of any insurgent activity and
shoot any Chinese suspected
of terrorism. This course of
action may well have hastened
the end of the insurgency
in Malaysia without causing
a civil war or worse, but
in Sri Lanka a similar action
would in effect be civil war
and worse. The Tamils have
a home territory in which
they are an over—whelming
majority. The armed forces
therefore would be surrounded
by a hostile and fearful po-
pulation. If the armed forces
encircle a Tamil village in
the north suspected of har-
bouring terrorists and shoot
all suspects terrorists and
enraged neighbours from the
surrounding villages, which
unlike in Malaysia will also
be Tamil, will have no diffi-
culty attacking the encirling
forces from the rear. A
military solution will inevi-
tably lead to a bloodbath in
the Tamil areas, and perhaps
elsewhere, and will serve to
glve international legitimacy
¢o Indian intervention. Avoid-
ing this eventuality should be
a national priority because
any direct intervention by
india would be gravely in-
jurious to Sri Lanka's sove-
reignty and territorial inte-
grity. Grenada could not resist
the United States and it is
fantastic to imagine that Sri
f.anka can resist the might
of India. It is also idle to
fmagine that the United States
will wish to seriously ant-
agonize, and risk a military
confrontation of unimaginable
magnitude, with India for the
sake of Trincomalee harbour.

In Sri Lanka, then, there
is no military solution to the
communal problem. There is
only a political solution that
gakes the fact of strong com:
munal identities into account.
The ‘“‘“front’’ is not the mili-
tary battlefield; it is the
mass rally and the negotiat-
ing table: It is. not the
courage of violent youth but
the wisdom of political leader-
ship that can pull  together
this impoverished country, so
that the flower of Sinhalese
and Tamil youth will not
shed their blood in vain but
unite in a common effort to
better society.

The meed for regiomal
autonomy

There is a need for haste,
for great urgency. Every
terrorist attack against the
lives of the armed forces
in the north brings ominous
rumbles in the south. Thus far
the terrorist campaign has
been limited to the predo-
minantly Tamil areas, perhaps
because the terrorists them-
selves fear the vengeance that
can be wreaked against the
Tamil community hostage in
the Sinhalese areas. But how
much longer will this avoi-
dance of the south continue,
and what will be the con-
sequences of such an attack?

 Saturday Review

Where communal conflict
the

violence and secession,

has reached point of
re-
glonal formulas,
which include federalism, have

proved to be the only re-

autonomy

alistic solutions. Regional au-
tonomy reconciles the state’s

principle of territorial in-

tegrity with the minority’s
principle of self-determinat-

ion. It is the bridge between

the Tamil demand for a so-
lution as near as possible
to secession and the Sinhalese
demand that the solution be
as’ far as possible from
secession.

For the past several years
the state has been unable
to effectively govern the pre-
dominantly Tamil areas, Terro-
rism was originally limited
to the Northern Province;
now It has established itself
in the Eastern Province as
well. ' Civilians are murdered,
state property is destroyed,
banks are robbed of millions,
servicemen are ambushed and
this goes on every day. The
government has much to gain
and little to lose by giving
autonomy to these predo-
minantly Tamil areas in which
its rule, even now, has pra-
ctically ceased to exist. Emot-
ion should not detract from
a recognition of this fact.
Even now the persistence of
the communal problem and
the demonstration of state
impotence is leading to a

dangerous perception, among

Sri Lankans of all commu-
nities and social classes, of
socletal failure and loss of
worth of all government.

The Tamil separatist leader-
ship led by the TULF has
made | it clear that they are
prepared to abandon the de-
mand for a separate state
if a viable alternative is de-
signed and made available.
There is a possibility that
a solution that falls short of
secession, even though backed
by the TULF, might not
satlsfy some groups of ter-
rorists. But by reaching a
solution supported by the
Tamil political leadership and
ratified by the people of the

area at a referendum, the
government will. with the
only means at its disposal,

eliminate terrorism by de-
priving the terrorists of their
two—fold prop: a cooperative
population in their home ter-
ritory and a haven in India.
When Tamils are governing
themselves in their auton-
omus region the terrorists
will have to kill Tamils elected
by Tamils if they wish to
continue being terrorists. The
Indien government has stated
on several occasions that it
will welcome a settlement
acceptable to the Tamils.
Indeed, India has a stake in
a stable and non-aligned Sri
Lanka that will not destabi-
lize the region, and India
itself, by becoming an arena

for superpower

rivalry or
cause passions in South India

to reach boiling point and
thereby  endanger India’s
own fragile unity.

Among the political and

economic gains brought about
by regional autonomy would
be the-enhanced scope for
participatory democracy that
smaller government more sen-
sitive to the needs of its
constituents bring, as well
as the opportunity to use
competitive communal attach-
ments in local initiatives to
supply the driving force for
national development. Yugo-
slavia is an'example of a
country that has emphasized
local involvement that de-
pends on communal ties in
a federal system.

The major cost of regional
autonomy would be the psy-
chological one borne by the
Sinhalese whose whole history
and education have made them.
identify themselves, and the
Buddhist religion, with ruler-
ship over the entire island.
The loss of rulership over
the Tamils and Tamil areas
is a price that has to be
paid for the unity and deve-
lopment of the country. lt
is a big price to pay, bur
it Is not bigger than the
lives and resources that are
squandered everyday in the
north, especially when it will

not cost the Sinhalese any
diminution of power over
their own destinies In_ the
Sinhalese areas and in the

international arena.

But there Is another psy-
chological hurdle to be over-
come in dealing with the
question of regional autonomy
for the Tamils. This revolves
around Sinhalese concern over
the fairness of competition
with the Tamils on a basis
of equality. Embedded in the
Sinhalese Communal identity
are two insecurity—generating
perceptions that are a heri-
tage of the past. One s
the perception of isolation
in the world; ‘the Tamils
have South India, the Muslims
have the Arab world, but
the Sinhal:se have only Sri
Lanka'’. This perception was
given substance recently in
a speech by Mrs. Bandara-
naike. The other Is the
perception of historical de-
privation first brought to the
mass Sinhalese consclousness
by Anagarika Dharmapala.
Taken together these two
perceptions have led succes-
sive post—independence go-
vernments to devise policies
that favoured the Sinhalese.
But in this bid to even the
scales, the injustice done to
individual Tamils has been
all but lost sight of.

The - debate - over - regional
autonomy for the Tamils
therefore is bound to re-
awaken the lingering doubts
of the Sinhalese regarding
their ability to maintain their
position in the country, and
the *fairness’’ of open com-
petition with the Tamil re-
gion once Central Govern-

_of the state.

ment control over regional
affairs Is lost. But in 1984
these doubts are no longer
valid, In many fields of en-

deavour the Sinhalese have "

produced leaders of world
stature. In science there is
Cyril Ponnamperuma, in Inter-
national economics Gaminli
Corea, Multinational business
Upali Wijewardena, in Art
Senaka Senanyake, in Law
C G. Weeramantry, in Social
anthropology Gananath Obey-
sekera and in Medicine Tony
Don Michael to name but
the most conspicuous. In 1956
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
brought to the - Sinhalese
masses the consciousness of
their political power which
was used, among other things,
to fashion crutches. But crut-
ches if used too long debi-
litate rather than strengthen.
Today the Sinhalese are the
equals in ability to any other
community, and they need
not have doubts about their
ability to compete.

Regional autonomy and

secession

The Sinhalese fear that re-
gional autonomy will some-
day lead to secession s

speculative and is not based

upon the experience of other
countries. In no 'country in
the world in modern times
has regional autcnomy led to
separation against the wishes
» But interes-
tingly enough where regional
autonomy has been refused,
as it was In Pakistan and
Cyprus in recent times and
in Great Britain at the turn
of the century, separation
has taken place. The fear
that regional autonomy in
Sri Lanka will be a further
step to a separate state has
as little validity as claiming
that the TULF's electoral
success in 1977 or the
elevation of Tamil to the
status of a national language
in 1978 were steps to Eelam.

Like the Sudan, Canada
provides an example of a
country that successfully halted
the slide towards secession
by moving in concrete fash-
ion to ease the language and
status grievances of the min-
ority, sometimes by over-
compensating them. Canadian
political and economic life
has traditionally been domi-
nated' by the Engiish—Canad-
lans which has generated
friction between the majority
English and minority French-
Canadians. In the early 1960s
French—Canadian resentment,
especially in the French—Canad-
jan state of Quebec, mani-
fested itself in terrorism. In
1968 the Parti Quebecois
was - formed with the goal
of political independence from
Canada in view. In 1976
the rapidly growing P. Q.
defeated the governing Liberal
Party in Quebec. In response
to the mounting secessionist
crisis the Federal government
passed an official languages
Act to make the delivery of
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government services in both -
the English and Freach Ilan--
guages a reality. High-rank--
ing federal government em-
ployees were obligated to-
learn French within a period
of 2 years. Simultaneously,
an informal programme was
adopted to increase the re-
presentation of French—Canad-
ians at the highest levels of
Canadian Institutions. Finally,
in 1980 the government of
Quebec held a referandum
to determine whether Que--
becers were in favour of
secession. 59-59, of Que--
becers sald no. This Canad-
ian example clearly shews.
that the anxiety of the se-
paratist leadership to secede-
and lead a new country Is.
not necessarily shared by the-
members of the group con-
cerned who prefer an hon-
ourable settlement within the
framework of the _existing,.
and familiar, country.
Reglonal autonomy formuias.
are not new to Sri Lanka.
In 1957 Prime Minister and
leader of the SLFP S.W.R.
D. Bandaranaike negotiated:
an agreement with S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam the leader of
the F. P. This agreement,
better known as the Banda-
ranaike—Chelvanayakam pact,

“was a comprehensive regional:

autcnomy solution. In 1965,
Prime Minister Dudley Sena-
nayake, leader of the U.N.P.
concluded a similar agree--
ment with S. J. V. Chelvana--
yakam - but - both these agree--
ments were not implemented
due to the strong opposit--
ion to them in the south.
Neither S. W. R. D. Bandara--
naike nor Dudley Senanyake,
two of the foremost leaders
of the country and of the.
Sinhalese, thought that re--
gional . autonomy would harm.
the interests of the country
they led and were responsi-
ble to. Rather they thought
that regional autonomy was:
the best device to streng-
then the unity of the cou-
ntry and its communities. But
they lacked the courage and:
strength to implement their
convictions. In 1984 it s
now President J. R. Jayewar-
dene’s opportunity to make
amends for the failures of
1957 and 1968S.

Regional autonomy Is not
an impairment on the sove--
reignty of the country or
of its territorial integrity.
In dealings with other coun-
tries there will not be two-
or more states; rather, there
will be ene country, . Sri
Lanka. There will, for instance,.
be only one Sri Lankan cur-
rency; all citizens of Sri Lanka
will have the perfect right
to travel the length and
breadth and of the country
and settle down wherever
they please; non-citizens will
not be permitted entrance
into the country except with

the permission of the central
government. Indeed, all powers
vital to the preservation of
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the country’s integrity such
as the armed forces, foreign
affairs, external trade, finance
and immigration will remain
in the hands of the central
government. Finally, if worse
somes to worst and the au-
tonomous region works against
the interests of the country
as a whole the central go-
~yernment can always inter=
vene effectively as has hap-
pened rather frequently in
India. Regional autonomy is
as far from secession as the
“Sinhalese could reasonably want

Regional ~ autonomy also
means that the people of the
_autonomous regions would
decide for themselves what
type of regional government
they want and what their
-priorities are with respect
to the allocation of resources.
The regional government will
~decide, for instance, whether
it wants to spend its funds,
collected locally and allocated
according to the constitution
by the central government,
on the construction of fact-
-ories or dams, on subsidies
~or to repair roads etc. The
regional government will have
its own policies with regard
to the educational and judi
cial systems and recruitment
to the regional civil service.
For law enforcement within
the region it will have its
own police force. Regional

-sutonomy will provide the
Tamils with as much self-
determination as they can

sreasonable want.

The fear that granting the
Tamil areas regional autonomy
might spark of similar de-

mands from territorially con--

centrated minoriites, such as
the Muslims in the Eastern
Province and perhaps even
by the Kandyan Sinhalese, is
not based upon an under-
standing of the principles of
decentralized government.
‘Even if these groups should
ask for autonomy at a refe-
randum, Sri Lanka would not
then be a vivisected aber-
ration but would rather pos-
sess a decentralized system
of government that brings
democracy and efficiency closer
to the people. There isan
extensiva literature that do-
cuments the advantages of

.decentralized .as compared to .

-gcentralized government where
satisfying the genuine needs
-of the people is concerned.
Reg onal governmeants, simply,
are more accountable to the
people of "the region. When
Swizerland “with its popu-
lation of 6 million can have
23 regional governments and
Yugoslovia with 21 million
can have 8, having 4 or 5
regions would not make Sri
Aanka any sort of exception
in jj the international state
system. Indeed, as far back
as 1925 S W.R D. Bandara-
naike proposed that Sri Lanka
should have 9 regional go-

vernments within a federal
frame work.
The American  political

scientist Crawford Young has
observed that “‘With few
-exceptions, the international

" bury

arena has been resolutely
hostile to the fragmentation
of its components . This is
partly because separatism is a
latent political option for
dissatisfied territorial groups
in every plural state. It Is
worth noting that in almost
759 of the countries in the
World minorities account for
at least 109, of the po-
pulation, ‘and in about 40%
of the countries the popu-

lation is divided into 5 or
more significant communal
groups.

Other than in South India
the Eelamists have received
little or no official response
in their search for external
support. In recent times
Bangladesh, and the Turkish
part of Cyprus, stand alone

in having successfully sepa-
rated against the resistance
of the state. Here India,

and Turkey, provided all the
resources, including invading
armies, normally denied to
secessionists. Likewise secess-
lon can never take place in
Sri Lanka except with _the
dire military intervention of
India or a superpower.

A lesson from history
that has particular relevance
to Sri Lanka at the cross-
roads can be gleaned from
events of a century ago in
Great Britan, then the might-
iest country in the world.
Ireland was then an integral
part of Great Britain. When
William Gladstone took office
as Prime Minister in 1880 in
the midst of disturbances in
Ireland he said ¢‘My mission
is to pacify Ireland.” He
introduced a2 ‘‘Home —Rule”
bill which in effect gave regio-
nal autonomy to lreland. lts
main provisions were to esta
blish a regional parliament in
Dublin to deal with internai
Irish affairs and to leave con-
rol of foreign affairs, exter-
nal trade and defence under
the jurisdiction of the British
government in London. The
opposition under Lord Salis-
capitalized on British
fears of the dismemberment
of Great Britain. Because of
the opposition generated by
the plan Gladstone in 1886
called elections and said “‘Two
plans are before the world.
There ' is the plan of the
government and the plan of
Lord Salisbury. Our plan is
that Ireland shall transact her
own affairs. His plan is to ask
for new repressive laws and to
enforce them resolutely for
the next 20 years.” The appeal
to chauvinism and caution won
and the new government
under Salisbury promptly in-
troduced its policy of ‘" whips
and carrots.”’. The Irish ranks
closed, and terrorists became

heroes and martyrs; govern-
ing Ireland became increas—
ingly difficult. In 1920 the

British parliament passed the
Government of Ireland Act
partitioning the country. In
1922 the Irish Free State
was formed.

The history of recent times
refutes the idea that region-
al autonomy is the precur-
sor to secesssion. On the

. its ‘Sinhalese, Tamil,
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contrary timely granting of
regional autonomy has suffi-
cently allayed anxieties and
altered perceptions that gr-
eater unity has been the
frequent result. The Soviet
Union, Canada, and Switzer-
land are but the better
known examples; the success
of regional autonomy in the
Sudan, Libya and Nigeria are
less well known. Thus, like
Switzerland with Its German,
French, Italian and Romansch
communal identities that find
expression in the unity of
federalism, Sri Lanka  with
Muskim
and Burgher communal iden-
tities can develop its own
regional autonomy solution
that finally moulds a political
identity capable of overrid-
ing the mutually exclusive com-
munal identities.

The communal problem is
liable to baffle those who
Investigate societal problems
through economic  analysis
and common sense. Within
this Inadequate frame work
the.  grievances. of the Tamils
are thought to consist pri-
marily of employment and
educational debilities which,
however, are seen to afflict
the majority of Sinhalese as
well. This commonly-found
view has hardened popular
Sinhalese sentiment agalnst
the granting of concessions
to the Tamils. But while jobs
and university degrees are
undoubtedly important to the
Tamils, what has driven the
Tamils to separatism Is the
communally perceived inequa-
lity of rights that has made
Tamils as individuals unequal
to the Sinhalese in the state
influenced competition for
employment, education and
land. Communal relations have,
in the years since I[ndepen-
dence, travelled by - default

‘to a situation where self—

determination for Tamils is
the only way out of the
present crises.

Today we in Sri Lanka
are like that' amazing bird,
the ostrich, who buries its
head in the sand when it
hears the leopard’s roar.
For 'a moment, perhaps two,
with its eyes closed in hears
only a huffing and puffing.

There is a communal pro-
blem in Sri Lanka. The
daily news, the tarnished in-
ternational reputation of this
once model island, the pre-
cious lives and scarce re-

"sources swallowed everyday

bear witness t> that fact.
It is childish, and dangerous,
to claim there is really no
problem, or that the pro-
blem is unjustified, or that

no solution can be found.
Each one of those claims
is an excuse for Inaction.

Reflecting on the French re-
voiution, the [8th Century
British politi€al philosopher
Edmund Burde said A state
without the means of some
change is without the means
of its conservation.”” There
is a solution to the com-
munal problem, and it must
be found before the Ost-
rich’s fate befalls us.
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It is inescapable to the
most outspoken critic the
Government's policies that
the nation has made ra-
pid strides along the path
of seif-reliant development,
notwithstanding the heavy
odds we had to encoun-

ter.... The entire strategy

of our economic develop.
ment is to provide the
Indian masses with a de-
cent standard of living.

EIGHTEEN years “ago in
her first broadcast to the
nation on lJanuary 26, 1966,
as the third Prime Minister
of Independent India, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi had drawn a
dismal picture of the pre-
vailing state of the Indian
economy. ““The  coming
months,”’ she had warned
her countrymen, “‘bristle with
difficulties. We have innu-
merable problems requiring
urgent action. The rains have
failed us, causing drought
in many parts. As a result,
agricultural production, which
Is still precariously dependent
on weather and rainfall, has
suffered a sharp decline.
Economic aid from abroad
and earnings from exports,
have not come to us in the
measure expected. The lack

‘deed a difficult

year for
India which had to face
drought and the after-effects
of a war. It aiso saw the
devaiuation of the rupee —
a step thdt evoked strong
protests from different sec- .
tions of the populace which -
felt our avowed - poiicy of

self-reliance was - being.
- surrendered.
However, even In_the afo-

rementioned ‘speech of Mrs.
Gandhi one could notice cer-
tain striking features. “Now-
here is self-reliance more ur-
gent than in agriculture,’”
the Prime Minister had de- ~
clared, adding: ‘‘and it means
higher production, not only
for meeting the domestic
needs of a large and incre-
asing population, but also
for exports.”” She had ad-
vocated exploration of the
““fullest possibilities of tech-
nological self-reliance’> and'
called for Instilling  into the
government machinery greater
efficiency and a sense of
urgency to make it ‘‘more
responsive to the needs of
the people.”” Above all, she -
had brought out her deter-
mination to face the chai-
lenges confronting the coun-
try in these words: “‘Let
us not be dismayed or dis-
couraged by these unforeseen

by Sumit Chakrav'artty_'

Some Sri Lanken

leaders sometimes compare
our country’s “achievements’’

with those of India's

implying that we have done better than our neigh-
bour. They forget that our total population is ~niy

I5 million while
tion is now [5.5 million.

India’'s annual

increase in popu.. -

of foreign exchange has hurt
industrial production.’’
What is. more, she had
in the same address refer-
the ‘‘disconcerting
gap between intention and
action’ in economic deve-
lopment as in other fields
of national activity. She had
spoken of the disruption of
the process of formulating
the Fourth Five-Year Plan
due to many uncertdinties
Including that of foreign aid.
While underscoring the need
to import “large enough
quantitids “of * foodgrains’' to
bridge the gap 'between de-
mand and supply, she had
frankly stated: ‘‘We shali
try especially to meet the
nutritional needs of mothers

and children in the scarcity-

affected area to
permament damage to their
heaith. We cannot afford to
take risks where basic food
is concerned.’” She had also
conveyed our sense of gra-
titude to the US for its
‘‘sympathetic  understanding
and prompt help’’ in this
area.

Nineteen=sixty-six was in-

prevent

difficulties. Let us face them
boldly. Let us learn '
our mistakes and resolve :
not to let them recur.”

It - is true that even after
I8 years 'we have numerous
problems - besetting us, not
all of which originate from
extraneous factors. Nonethe-
less, it is inescapable to the. ;
most outspoken critic of the. .
Government's policies
the nation has made rapid stri- -
des along the path of self-reli-
ant-development notwithstan-
ding the heavy odds we had to
encounter along our chequered .

course. The resufts are there
for all to see unless one is
so blinded by the glaring

floodlights of subjectivism as
to thwart any worthwhile ob-
jective analysis. It is quite
a different matter for those
who affirm that the progress
recorded did not match our
potentialities which could have
been effectively harnessed
through a complete overhaul
of the existing system. But
even they are not prepared
to accept the hardships such
a total dismantling of the
(Continued on page 6)

from .
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{ Continued from page 5)

structure would entail. And
they too have to grudgingly
concede that the magnitude
of our economic advance has
been literally outstanding when
compared with other deve-
loping countries of the Third
World that have opted for
the same socio—political-econ-
omic system which is in
vogue In India.

Economy Looking-up

As in 1966, we have had
to bear the brunt of natural
calamities in recent years as
well. The drought of 1982
was - considered the severest
in recent times. If we had
been at the level of 1966
its effect would have been
definitely disastrous and con-
sequences far—reaching. The
strains it generated were in-
avitable but the economy has
successfully  weathered them.
Foodgrains production  did
slump to 128-4 million tonnes
in 1982-83 registering a
decline of four per cent,
but the figure could have
been far less in case . the
general state of the economy

hhad not been sound. And
within a year If the agri-
cultural output is expected

to exceed 142 million tonnes.

recording a nine per cent
rise, the credit should not
go only to the excellent
monsoon we have exper-
ienced. The steps taken to
enhance production — the
growth of irrigation potential
{estimated to increase by 2-37
million hectares by the end
of the current financial year
efter a 2-34 million hectare
fncrease in 1982-83), ex-
pansion of high-yielding varie-
ties programme (expected to
cover 52 milllon hectares in
1983-84), rising fertiliser
consumption (anticipated to
be much above the [983-
84 target) —have also sub-
stantially contributed to the
success.

in the sphere of industrial
production the growth being
tardy in the first half of the
current financlal year, the
overali rise in output is likely
to be 4-5 per cent In 1983
84. This no doubt falls short
of the eight per cent target
we had set for ourselves in
this sphere, but it should
not be forgotten that in
certain sectors like textiles,
engineering and cement the
performance has been note-
worthy. Nor should one be
oblivious of the steady in-
crease in the output of in-
digenous crude oil from 10-5
million tonnes in 1980-8I
to the estimated 26 millicn
tonnes in 1983-84; the sub-
stantial rise in coal product-
jon from last September is
expected to elevate the
1983-84. figure to "around
140 million tonnes; and the
enhancement of power gene-
ration in the first nine months

which, - despite

of the current financial year
by about five per cent over
the corresponding period in
the previous year.

As a result of these ac.
hievements, a six to seven
per cent growth rate of the
Gross Mational Product (GNP)

in 1983-84 s likely. Whe-
reas the GNP had risen by
only 1-8 per cent in 1982-
83, this year’s performance
will ralse the average GNP
growth rate in the first four
years of the Sixth Five Year
Plan to around 5-4 per cent.
This is Indeed remarkable
especially at a time when
growth rates have been low
the world over.

Balance of Payments

Our external payments
position has become brighter
with the decline in the trade
gap for the second succes-
sive year. In the April-
October time-span last year
our exports (excluding oil)
rose by 9-9 per cent as the
value of our imports (net
of oil exports) was reduced
by 2-5 per cent compared
to the same period In the
previous year. The policy of
export promotion and im-
port substitution—Ilaunched
sometime back—seems to be
yielding dividends at this stage.
The flow of funds from Indians
abroad has recorded marked
increases as well. And- the
liberalised scheme of portfolio
investments by non-resident
Indians has been found to
evoke pronounced interest
among persons of Indian or-
igin in different parts of
the world, while in practical
terms too the NRls are com-
ing forward to help boost
our foreign exchange reserves
through such investments
the  heated
controversy in a section of
the press and among certain
industrialists, are not being
allowed to disturb the exist-
ing framework of our mixed
economy.

Exchange Reserves

One of the major develop-
ments in the economic field
of late is the notable in-
crease in our foreign ex-
change reserve (which were
depleted sometime ago) there-
by enabling India to take
the voluntary decision to
forego the last instaiment of
the Extended Fund Facility
with the International Mone-
tary Fund. When we were
compelled to go in for the
IMF loan totalling five billion
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs)
mainly to tide over the con-
straints caused by our mount-

ing oil bill, many an eco-
nomic pundit began to decry
our political ‘leadership® for

having ‘‘mortgaged our sove-
reignty’ . Unruffled, our eco-

nomic planners and adminis-
trators silently worked out
feasible schemes to meet our
requirements in such a way
as would help up to pursue
our self-rellant course with-
out acceding to the IMF
dictates. The very fact that
we. have been able to manage
our economy in a period of
crisis without drawing the
remaining |-1 biilion dollars
of the total loan extended
to us Is a fresh testimony
of India’s resilience that has
belied all the grim speculat-
lons of commentators resid-
ing in ivory towers. The
decision has been hailed in
diverse quarters as a step
facllitating the IMF to assist
other developing states and
is fully in conformity with
India’s stature as the leader
of the non-aligned world.

The 20-point programme
with its accent on the drive
against poverty is being tr-
anslated into reality with the
objective of improving the
conditions of the rural poor.
Lately five zonal committees
have been set up by the
ruling party at the Centre
to supervise this work in the
various states. In some parts
of the country as Orissa
the implementation of the
measures embodied in the
programme has been carried
out fairly vigorously while in
other parts the pace
of thelr execution has fallen
short of the expectations, And
yet, the overall progress in
this regard is indisputable.
According to available statis-
tics, nine million rural fa-
milles (including 3. 2 million
familles belonging to the
Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes) have been as-
sisted under the Integrated
Rural Development Programme
in the first three years of
the Sixth Five-Year Plan and
in the current financial year
another three million families
are being helped. The Na-
tional Rural Employment Pro-
gramme to Is being execu-
ted successfully to generate
new employment epportuni-
ties In the rural areas. On
{5th August last year a new
Rural Landless Employment
Guarantee Progamme was la-
unched by the Prime Minis-
ter spurred by the positive
outcome of a similar project
in Maharashtra and Rs. 6,000
million have been allocated
for it. Simultaneously 2,50,

000 educated unemployed
have been' rendered .assist-
ance in 1983-84.

No Complacency*

These positive develop-
ment should not, however,
lead to any sense of com-
placency. This is precisely be-
cause the negative trends have
not been eliminated as yet
and may manifest themselves
in the alarming price rise.

The annual rate of inflation
has crossed the double digit
figure to reach 10.4 per
cent on 7th January this year.
There is every reason to
believe that this is the re-
sult of the delayed impact
of the drought which was
responsible for: the low out-
put growth in 1982-83. It
is also to be realised that
our economic achievements
based on self-reliance, how-
soever noteworthy in the
context of the country as a
whole and in contrast to
other newly liberated develop-
ing nations as ours, are of
a modest nature in the long
run thereby necessitating ut-
most vigilance to avert any
form of slideback. Moreover,
there is no gainsaying that
the economic progress attai-
ned so far is being over-
shadowed by the heavy bur-
den imposed by rising pri-
ces on the common man
in general and the housewife
in particular.

What is reassuring in this
backdrop is that instead of
concealing the negative fac-
tors like the rising curve
of inflationary pressures the
Government has openly ex-
pressed concern over these
phenomena. This is illustra-
tive of its realisation of the
havoc such developments can
engender and its eagerness
to counter them before they
get out of control. lts evo-
lution of a package of anti-
inflationary  proposals after
consultation with all concers
ned thus deserves close at-
tention. This package consists
of expansion and reinforce-
ment of the public distri-
bution system; incentives to
enhance both agricultural and
industrial production; timely
eugmentation of domestic
supplies of foodgrains like
wheat and essential commo-
dities like edible oil throu-
gh selective imports; vigo-
rous procurement drive; en-
forcement of fiscal and mo-
netary discipline aimed at
reducing the excess liquidity
in the system. Simultaneo-
usly measures are being
taken to control the private
sector, improve the public
secter, curtall expenditure,
increase efficiency and ensure
full utilisation of capacity in
large undertakings and plzants.

The entire strategy of
our economic development
is to provide the Indiau

masses with a decent stan-
dard of living. This Is doub-
tless a stupendous task in
itself but one which has to

be carried out with uns-
werving ‘steadfastness. [t is
heartening to find our lea-

ders conscious of the miles
left far us to traverse be-
fore we can transform the
life of the Indian people and
make them genuinely pro-
sperous. -Mrs. Gandhi has, at
the Silver Jubilee celebra-
tions of the Institute of Eco-
nomic Growth in New
Delhi on |6th November last
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year, revealed this

eness with characteristic can-

awar. .

dour while
perspectilve of
vis-a- -
vis development.

“‘Poverty’’, she observed*

“is the mest degrading ex-
perence of human existence-—
an intensely moral question.
Growth by itself does not

end poverty, it is the man~-
ner in which we plan to.

grow that matters.
in my mind thereis always’
the question of what
be doneto break the moulds
within which
There Is not
purpose in the debats abouc

poverty gr-
OWS...

how many have been lifted "
above the poverty line, or-

how many remain below it.
Those who visited the coun-
tryside

eyes to

cannot

the considerable

achievement. There may be -

short-comings in our per-

formance and we don’t deny

them. These are unavoida-

ble in such a new and so -

vast an experiment. We do
still have a long way to
go, and the removal of po-f-
verty has to be
plank of all

the mailn

planning. However, as we go -

along we find that develop-
ment itself breeds disatis-
faction, and desire for more'”.

Our ceaseless pursuits ov-
er the years ;for a better

India have resulted in this

vital success: the awakening
of the bulk of our down--

trodden populace, mostly in

the rural areas, through the -

process of economic deve.
lopment. This more  than

anything else, merits speciaf’
significance-

mentlon as its
cannot be overestimated.

{Frem Indie & Fereign Review -

15th March 1984)
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"THE CRISIS IN

“The economic surviya] of
many countries in Africa
is now at stake. Unless the
international community res-
ponds urgently and adequate-
ly, the consequences for
Africa would be very serious-
and equally serious for the
world as a whole.”” UN Se-
cretary-General, Javier Perez
de Cuellar, was speaking at
a special meeting in New
York on the economic and
social crisis in Africa, on
his return from an extensive
visit to West Africa taking
in Benin, Ivory Coast, Mali,
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal To-
go and Upper Volta.

The Secretary-General had
flown over . large areas of
agricultural and grazing land
devastated by the relentless
advance southward of the
Sahara desert. Total figures
of drought victims are hard
to obtain because, at the
official level, the problem
has been kept low-key. There
is no doubt, however, that
it has brought extensive loss
of human life livestock and
crops throughout the conti-
nent, affecting a total of
24 Eastern, Western and
Southern African countries.

The persistent drought is
exacerbating Africa’s food

shortages. At the beginning
of this year. FAO warned
that without a massive injec-
tion of food.and agricultural
assistance, the spectre of
hunger and starvation would
continue to hover over the
heads of 150 million inhabi-

- Sat urday _ Rewew

ting business, industry and
public services. In their
search for electricity subs-
titutes for such daily chores
as cooking, city dwellers
have resorted to cutting
down live trees for fire-
wood. thus undermining

\ by

1

Djibril Diallo

tants of the most seriously
affected countries. Cereal
production in the drought-
ravaged Sahel, for ‘example
has dropped almost 18 per
cent since 1981, and over
50 per cent of Lesotho’s 1.2
million inhabitantsare repor-
ted to~be in'-need of emer-
gency food supplies.

Drought also creates
other longer term economic,
social and political problems
byreducingeconomic activity
and increasing unemploy-
ment. The water level behind
Ghana’s Akosombo dam in
the Voltaregion has fallen to
such a low level that hydro-
electric service to the coun-
try as well as to neighbour-
ing Benin and Togo has to
be reduced to three daysa
week. Similar power cuts
are disrupting life in many
African cities, severely affec-

government programmes to
combat desertification.

Because of water shorta-

ges, the rural population
is having to compete with
livestock  for whatever

muddy water is left in small
pools, thus increasing the

risk -~ of  contamination.
Diarrhoea, cholera and
tuberculosis have  swept

through some of the affec-
ted countries, killing their
weakened inhabitants. Stre-
~ams of people unable to
‘eke out a living in rural
areas are bringing further
headaches to Africa’s al-
ready overburdened cities.

The United Nations res-
ponse to the request of
governments  for relief /
rehabilitation includes WFP
emergency food supp-
lies in countries such as

Megalithic Burial

(Continued from Page 2)

He continued on page 9:
“The few megalithic mon-
uments and urn burials dis-
covered in Ceylon are
obviously an overflow from
South India.

- We have now discovered

that these are far from
being “few”, and with fur-
ther study are also compel-
led now to accept that they
are not an "“overflow” South
India but part of a single
matrix of culture and iden-
tity that bound South
India and Sri Lanka toge-
ther in the past. While
Paranavitana had chosen to
call the bearers of this cul-
ture Dravidians' we would
prefer to avoid names for
the present and to confine
our attention purely to
scientific study free of
political chauvinism or reli-
gious fanaticism. Is there
much point in wanting to
know in the present context
which came first, the
chicken or the egg?

The University of Jaffna
an excellent staff of histori-
ans and archaeologists, led
by an indefatigable scholar
Professor K. Indrapala who
is also the Director of the
Evelyn Rutnam Institute

for Inter-Cultural Studies in
Jaffna. A senior lecturer, S.
K. Sitrampalam, has now
gained a doctoral degree in
Archaeology, having earlier
obtained a first in the
Master’s Degree, at
University of Poona - and
young P. Ragupathy is al-
ready an M. A. (Archaeo-
logy) in the First Division
from - the University = of
mysore. They have a set
of keen and diligent gradu-
ates working along with

them. l

These scholars seem to
attach great importance to
the discovery at Anaikaddai
Jaffna seems to have shared
a common culture with
Tamil Nadu in the pre-
Christian and early Christ-
ian centuries. Roman roulet-
ted-ware has been found at
such sites as Uraiyur and
Kaveripatinam in Tamil
Nadu, and its presence at
Anaikoddai  shows that
Jaffna too was, as Warmin-
gton had observed in 1925,
in its own way influenced
by the Roman trade with
Tamil Nadu in the 2nd and
3rd centuries.

The excavation at Kanta-
rodai in 1970 had exposed
megalithic cultural artefacts,
specially black-and-red ware,

the .

in the earliest phase of that
site, dating to the 2nd
' century B. C.

One noticeable |fact at
Anaikoddai was the dis-
covery of a large number of
potsherds  with  graffitti
marks comparable with those
of South India.No Buddhist,
Jain or Brahminical influ-
cnee is revealed by any one
of these finds. The Pom-

parippu finds compare in|

some cases with those at
‘2 Adichanallur in the Tinne-
"JVelly District, which some
date as early as the 9th
century B. C.

One is reminded on this
occasion of thc¥prophetic
words of Dr. Paul E. Pieris,
when he declared publicly
at a meeting of the Royal
Asiatic Socity as far back as
1919 : “I hope the Tamil
people will realise that in
truth there is buried in their
sands-the story of a much
more fascinating develop-
ment than they had hitherto
discovered ...for, 2000 years
ago, Jaffna was an import-
ant and flourishing district,
Coins inabundance have been
discovered indicating a flous-
ishing condition of Com-
merce not only in Roman
times but far anterior to
that.”

Mozambique, -and UNDP
supported projects aimed
at providing water for
household use. livestock and
market gardens in rural
areas. A case in  point
is the project in Mali under
which over 548 Dboreholes
were drilled. providing pure,
clean water for some
135,000 people, and sever-
al drilling teams were train-
ed, each capable of drilling
80 new wells a year.

In response to the Secre-
tary General’s call for
greater media attention to
the African crisis, a Jour-
nalists Travelling Seminar
to drought-stricken areas
was planned for late March
by the United Nations
system. Its purpose was

AFRICA

to provlde senior medm ;
representatives from Enrope, -
Japan, the United States,
Africa .and the Arab world
with a first-hand view of
the criticial situation and
the international relief re-
habilitation efforts under
way. /

A group of six internatio- -
nal journalists visited Zimba—
bwe and Mozambique, and
six others went to Senegal,
Mali and parts of Maurita-
nia. The seminar concluded
with a Round Table on 1
April in Paris, at which the
two groups compared notes
and provided a feedback to
the United Nations system on
the situation in the areas they
visited. (Courtesy “Develop-
ment Forum” New York.)
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Burden of arms

“Every gun that is made,
every warship launched,eVery
rocket fired, signifies/in a
final sense, a theft fromthose
who hunger and are not fed,
from those who are cold are
not clothed.”” ‘Swedish Un-
der-Secretary of State for
Disarmament Inga Thorson
quotes General Eisenhower
on the relationship between
arms spendmg and develop-
ment in opening her study
on the subject in the latest
IDOC BULLETIN. which
takes Disarmament and De-
velopment as its theme.

The specialissue, No. 8-10
1983, published in collabor-
ation with the Non-Govern-
mental Liaison Service (Ge-
neva) illuminates several an-
gles on the subject of dis-
armament/development and
contains the first comprehe-
nsive bibliography of IDOC'’s
resources on the subject, in-
cluding much material used
in the compilation of the
Thorsson Report.

Thorsson’s study,prepared
for the 1981 UN Special
Session on Disarmament and
Development, says the arms
race deflects 5-6 per cent of
the world’s resources from
socially useful ends and has
an adverse effect on the dis-
tribution of the other 94 or
95 per cent.

The galloping increase in
arms spending in the North
is no revelation, however dis-
turbing. Less well known,and
equally important, is the
startling upturn in military
expenditure in the developing
countries, reVealed here in
some detail.
burden in some developing
countries in terms of the
share of GDP is much higher
than that of the major mili-
tary powers,’’ according :to
the report which warns that
without a radical turnaround

in spending priorities, the.

1980s will see smaller econo-

““The military

mic growth than previous
decades, with serious conse-
quences for the developing
countries.

Jose Antonio Viero-Gallo
contrasts post-war detente
withmore than 120 conflicts
over the same period in the
South and maintains that the
equilibrium between East
and West is illusory. “How
long can the countries of
Europe, the US, and the
USSR keep themselves outof
the hurricane ?** he asks. He
goes on to citicize the ap-
parent insularity of peace
movements in the. North,
claiming that their demands
for peace are really pleas to
be allowed te live in peace,
and that they are not suffici-
ently mobilized against crises
outside Europe and the USA.
He asserts that *‘disarma-
ment and alternative deve-
lopment imply one another”.

However, "a contrasting
argument comes in an arti-
cle by former NGLS (Gene-
va) intern, Douglas ‘Cohen
who warns of the perils in-
volved in marrying the two
issues too closely together.
He shows that despite the
intimate link between disar-
mament and development. so
frequently mooted within the
UN and other concerned
groups, the relationship *“is
one that must be constructed
politically, and not one that
is pre-given by economic for-
ces.”” *“Even if the political
will to disarm exists, it will
not necessarily result in
drive for development” he
claims.

Cohen also asserts the need
to bring security into the
disarmament / development
balance, pointing out that
the relationship’s success is
to some extent dependent
on valid assurances to the
superpowers of continuing
military stability. (Courtesy
“Development Forum'’) -
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WELL SAID, LALITH

“inational Security Minister Lalith Athulathmudali told
newsmen on Tuesday that his responsibility was to fight the
terrorists and mot the Tamils.

“Jf the task set for me is to fight the Tamils, I would
not have accepted it. Some others would have to be found

AT sanlafiestali et

to do that job’’, he said.

Mr. Athulathmudali said he was dinning into the minds
of the Services, the police and the Sinhalese masses that
the fight was against tioe violent terrorists and not against

the Tamils,

«Tamils suffer from many problems. We are trying to sort
‘them out politically’, he said.  (Daily News, 10th May).

KEEPING

THE

POT BOILING

The following comment
appeared in the “Forward”’
of 1st May: '

President Jayawardene's
speech at the UNP’s Borella
meeting and, even more so,
his appalling interview to
India Today have “strengthe-
ned suspicions that, far from
working purposefully for a
political settlement of eth-
nic problems, he is merely
keeping the ethnic pot boil-
jag for his own and his Go-
~ vernment's purposes.

'When he suddenly adjour-

ned the Round Table Con-
ference for = six weeks, his
spokesman, Mr. Lalith
. Athulathmudali, told the
media that the long adjourn-
ment was to allow time for
legislation to be prepared to
give effect to the two iiems
of consensus that the RTC
had arrived at. But though
five of those six weeks are
now over, no instructiofis
have still been issued to the
Legal Draftsman to start
drafting.

Instead the Government
has used the recess to ap-

point Mr. Athulathmudali to

the new post of Minister of
National' Security,
start a major military
offensive in the north.

Although the declared aim
of this offensive is-*“to-flush
out the terrorists” its main
victims have, by all accounts
been uninvolved civilians.

Army éxcesses have given
a new dimension ta.the al-
ready complicated problem
in Jaffna by involving a se-
ction of the Catholic popul-
ation of the North in the cla-

shes that took place over the

New Year. The bitterness
among the Catholics can be
judged by the statements to
Reuter by Jaffna’s Roman
Catholic Bishop Deogu-
pillai: “It is the Army who
is terrorising our people and
not the terrorists.”

In addition, a virtual
economic blockade of Jaffna
by land and sea has come
into force.

Food, fuel and other esse-
ntial supplies are not getting
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_Saturday Review

WITHOUT

For the "edification of our
readers, we publish below
the communication that we
receive monthly fromthe Com-
petent Authority regarding
the special censorship imposed
on the SATURDAY RE-
VIEW. ‘

“By virtue of the powers
vested in me by Regulation
14(1) of the emergency
(miscellaneous provisions &
powers) Regulations No. 4
of 1984, I Don John Fran-
cis Douglas Liyanage, Secre-
tary to the Ministry of State,
appointed to be Competent
Authority for the purpose
of Regulation 14, being of
opinion that it is necessary
for preventing and restrict-
ing the publication in Sri La-
nka, and of the transmission

e
RO THE (NSO

from Sri Lanka to places
outside Sri Lanka. of mat-
ter which would or might
be prejudicial to the inter-
ests of national security,
the preservation of public

order maintenance of supp--

lies and services essential
to the life of the commu
nity, and matters inciting
or encouraging persons to

mutiny, riot or civil ‘com-

motion, -do hereby direct
that all material, which
term shall include articles,
comments, news items,
pictorial representations and
photographs, to be publi-
shed in the ‘SATURDAY-
REVIEW’ should be sub-
mitted to the Government
Agent of the District of
Jaffna and his prior appro-
val for publication obtai-

through as lorry traffic has
virtually ceased and the tra-
ins run irregularly up to
Chavakachcheri only.

Fish is in short supply as
fishermen do not go to the
. sea, fearful of the Navy’s new
cordon sanitaire. As most of
these fisherman are also
Catholics, bitterness among
the religious community is
whtitszenithe - 2. =
Although the curfew is
officially only in force in
Jaffna’s Municipal area, it
exists in practice all over the
Peninsula

Minister Lalith Athulath-
mudali. who masterminds
the military offensive. has
been at pains to insist that
this does not signify that the
search for a political solution
has been abandoned, or that
the Government is oncCe
more seeking a *‘solution,”
through military force.

He has argued that this
“flush - out” operation is

necessary to make a politi-

cal solution possible.

But all that the operation
has produced so far is need-
less civilian deaths aund the
hardening of  Dbitterness
among the Tamils. This is,
needless to say, not condu-

cive 1owaids a political
settlement.
With best
compliments

| VIJAYA
PRESS

OFFSET, -
LETTER PRESS AND
COLOUR PRINTERS

551, K. K. S. Road,

JAFFNA.
T’phone: 23045

>

CURFEW OFF

The night curfew, which
was imposed within the
Jaffna Municipal limits with
the outbreak of violence on
9th April, was allowed to
lapse with effect from 9th
May.

. How about lifting__the
special cemsorship imposed

on the SATURDAY RE.
VIEW as well?

ned before any such mat-
erial is published ' in the
said newspaper. I further
direct that material which
has not obtained the ap-
proval of the said Govern-
ment Agent in the manner
aforesaid shall not be pu-

blished in the Saturday-
Review,

D. Liyanage
Foreign

Sub, Rates

- We should have increased
the SATURDAY REVIEW
subscription rates to foreign
countries  with the last revi-
sion of postal rates, but we
did not. This has had serious
repercussions, Foreign read-

‘ers will understand our pre-

dicament from the example
cited.

Today we are spending
Rs. 9 on postage om each
copy sent to Singapore, and
with the cost of the paper,
we should recover at least
Rs. 12 from Singapore read-

ers. But I find we are re-

covering only Rs. 6.77 on a
copy. ;

We have no alternative but
to revise the subscription
rates to all foreign countries
and the revised rates will
come into immediate effect.

' General Manager.
Saturday Review.
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