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'S NOW
OR NEVER

There is only one}flessonitolbe learnt
from last week’s hostage crisis: this is that
if our leaders are keen on the preservation
of the independence, sovereignty territorial
integrity .of Sri Lanka, then they must
act with a greater sense of statesmanship
than displayed hitherto in resolving the
National Question — and act fast.

Guerillamovements every-
where have a tendency to
gather momentum unless
the conditions which give
birth and sustenance to such
movements are not elimina-
ted.

The SUN, inone of its rare
moments of enlightenment,
has acknowledged this fact
when it said editorially (on
17th May): “The latest
kidnap drama bears testimony
~ to the extent of sophistication

the agents of terror has
achieved. They are not second
to any international terrorist
movement. They were able
to kidnap a foreign couple,
hold them hostage and even
release them despite the heavy
security network that was
launched in the Northers
peninsula.......”"

The SUN also acknowle-
dged: ‘“The hostage ecrisis
also exposed shortcomings in

R R AT
DIOGENES ALIVE

We finally found Diogenes,
just asthe Government finally
found the Allens.

Our philosopher was seated
on the Pannai causeway, his
feet dangling in the water his
head in the clouds.

After much persuasion, he
agreed to share his thoughts
with SATURDAY REVIEW
readers.

Over to Diogenes -
Page 2.

on

the general law and order
and security systems now in
operation in strife-torn north.
If terrorists could pull off
such a well-organised stunt
and also get away unscathed,
then it is time that changes
for the better are affected.”

If we said all this off our
own bat, the Censor would
have used his blue pencil
liberally. That is why we are
hiding behind the copver of
another newspaper.

Thisis by the way. What
is important is that our
leaders, instead of thinking
of a military solution to the
National Question, should
give more urgent considerat-
ion to a political solution.

The Sinhalese leadlers and
their followers should ask
themselves: Who benefited
from the July 1983 holo-
caust?

All things materfal that
were destroyed then (we
are not referring to the
Tamil people’s lives, wrhich
seem to be very expendable)
were either produced locally
or imported at heavy cost
of foreign exchange. Which
means that we as a nation
suffered; not the Tamil
people alone.

Which is to say that we
cannot afford another holo-
caust of the same nature,
which will be the inevitable
and inexorable fate of this
nation unless our leaders
shed their parochialism and
chauvinism and act with
foresight, bearing in mind
the future of the country.

We repeat that the Sinha-
lese people have more to lose
from a repeat performance of
1983 than the Tamil people.

We hope they and their
leaders learn' the correct

EDITOR VARNED
B CIIER CENSOR

Dear Readers: We have been pulled
up by the Competent Authority appointed
under the Emergency Regulations and
armed with power to regulate the media.

Our *“‘crime”? We rushed to print with the expose
headlined “Sum’s damn lie” in the issue of 28th April without
awaiting formal approval of the copy by the censor.

Here is the Competent Authority’s letter, dated 2nd

May, 1984, :
- Ministry of State,
Editor 2nd May 1984,

Saturday Review

I refer to the Order issued by me on 18th April 1984
under Section 14 (1) of the Emergency (Miscellancous
Provisions & Powers) Regulations No. 4 of 1984 by
which I directed that all material, which term shall
include articles, comments, news items, pictorial repre-
sentations and photographs that are to be published
in the Saturday Review should be submitted to the
Government Agent of the District of Jaffna and his
prior approval obtained before such material is pub-
lished in the said newspaper. ‘

You are hereby warned under Regulation 14 (2) (b)
of the said Regulations for contravention of the above
direction by failure to submit to the G. A. Jaffna, the
matter carried on page one of your issue of 28th
April 1984 under the title “SUN’'s DAMN LIE”. .

This warning should be displayed prominently on the
first page of your next issue. ;

D. J. F. Liyanage,
Secretary / Ministry of State
COMPETENT AUTHORITY

by Saturday, which means
we have to keep to tight
printing schedules which do
not make allowance for the
tight Censorship rules,

As we said in our explanat-
ion to the Government
Agent of Jaffna (published
on 5th May), there was no
intention at all on our part

fy the C ;
M W Cruie These rules, which are

h applicable  to only the
But we have anobligation \

lesson from the hostage
crisis and act accordingly.

Lucky Man!

The dJoint Secretary of
the Sri Lankan Jatika Guru

Sangamaya, Mr. Piyasena
Kahandagamage, was trans-
ferred 31 times in his 20

years of service!

Following protests by the
Sangamaya, 12 of these
fransfers, on political grou-
nds, were cancelled, so that

he is now serving in his
19th school,
Rs, 1,500
A Month
The United Front of

Teachers’ Union has dem-
anded that the minimum
salary of a teacher be fixed
at Rs. 1,500 a month imme-
diately.
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A MOMENT —

WITH DIOGRNBS

Diogenes had strayed into
Jaffna quite unintentionally
and become a very welcome
guest of Gamini Navaratne
who looked after the philo-
sopher with his spartan hos-
pitality. Gamini led an asce-
tic life in the North. The
Master found the people of
Jaffna without their leaders
who had fled in fear of the
boys to South India and
were being lavishly hosted
in Madras. The nerves of
the Jaffna people had been
shattered. Anxiety and con-
cern, fear and despair were
writ large on their faces.
Jaffna was an occupied ter-

-ritory. Diogenes roamed the

streets in the town and in
Manipay. Chankanai, Vad-
dukoddai and Kayts. Mat-
hagal, Atchuvely. Tellipalai,
K.K.>., Point Pedro Chun-
nakam and Kokuvil. He
visited the houses of some of
the people whoses relatives
were killed either during the
holocaust in July last year
or during the military oper-
ation last month He visited
the homes of the Tamil
policemen who were shot
last week. Jaffna was a veri-
table funeral house. It was
Funeral House without fune-
ral rights. Bodies were
heaped up and burnt on the
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roadl. The people were mo-
urning their dead and their
lamentations for the inno-
cent people killed keep re-
aching the heavens. They are
in a state of shock. They.
bear no ill will to anybody.
There was silence, misery
uncertainty, confusion death
and terrcr—an ' unarmed
people, helpless and inno-
cent. Grief stricken already
they do not know when it
is their turn to die Some of
them want to die. They have
nothing to live for. They live
like hunted animals, mot
knowing when the guns will
be turned on them. Even
birds and animals can run
for their safety. No place in
Sri- Lanka is safe for them.

This isthe reality in Jaifna.
Some of the youth have dis-
appeared-God knows where;
they have sent messages to
their parents that they pre-
ferred to move out of Jaffna
than remain to be shot at
home. Diogenes sat on a
culvert beside a wide open
field and wept.

“Who cares for them?”
asked Diogenes. “What a
cruel thing to say that if
India invades Sri Lanka, it
is the end of the Tamils!
The only Indian Union in-
vasion the Tamils know of
and have resented is the
Indian Union invasio: under
this Government’s free
market policy which has
‘broken the - agricultural
economy of theJaffna farmer.
India also ceased to import
the Jaffna tobacco. Why
should these .people
suffer for the talk of
their chicken-hearted loud
mouthed-leadersin India ? If
the sun rises it is the end of
the Tamils. If the sun sets it
is the end of the Tamils.
Why should the State strike
terror into these innocent
Tamils ? State terrorism is no
answer. It multiplies the
terrorists. The Prevention of
Terrorism Act and the Army
occupation in Jaffna has
“been counter productive.Far
from eliminating Terrorism,
it has increased it manifold.
Today the Jaffna youth feel
safer as Terrorists than as
law abiding citizens because
the guns are turned on the
innocent civilians. The youth
are at least trained to run
away if not to use a gun.
Why cannot there be a free
debate on the realities of
this problem? It is not a
genocide. it will be a case of
a racial suicide organised by
the so-called leaders' from
their sanctuaries abroad and
directed by those in the south
who cannot think clearly,
feel sincerely or say anything
truthfully. The situation is

"such that both the SLFP and

the UNP can obtain politi-
cal mileage out of all thi.
and the short—term rewards

are tog_tempting for them to
reject in the interests of Sri
Lanka and the people of
Sri Lanka. How. can they
expect the Tamils to think
of a United Sri Lanka when
they have neither safety or
security in any part of Sri
Lanka?”

“Master. what are your
solutions to this problem ?*’
asked his friend from the
philosopher.

“There certainly cannot be
an immediate solu ion. The
problem is complica'ed and
there are two many consult-
ants and interests. The SLFP
has stood out of all this, but
the Ven. Rahula says that
neither the SLFP nor the
UNP is prepared ‘to. give
anything more than the
D. D Cs. If so, the solution
perforce is confined to squ-
are one and a goiug back to
the situation that prevailed
before the July holocaust.
Therefore the ultimate solu-
tion must be postponed. One
does not fill a tooth or pull
out a tooth when there is an
abscess. It should be obVi-
ous that a political solution
cannot be found after amili-
tary operation and all that
followed after July. Solution
must be found by stages.
Let us think of what should
be done now. I suggest the
following:

1. An amnesty must be
declared on the laying
down -of arms.

2, The TULF ‘leaders’

: must return and lead
the people and be with
them.

3. The boys cannot be
ignored .It will be help-
ful to meet them after
the grant of the amne-
sty or at least te have
some communication
with them.

4. The armed force must
pe withdrawn within 6
months time.

5. The prevention of Ter-
rorism Act to be susp-
ended.

6. If there is no signifi-
cant incident duringthe
Truce the army must be
permanently withdrawn
and the Prevention of
Terrorism Act perman-
ently repealed.

7. The security of the
Tamils to be the pri-
mary concern of the
Sinhalese and the secu-
rity of the Sinhalese
the primary concern of
the Tamils.

8. A Human Rights Com-
mission to be invi'ed to
assist the Government
and its members to be

given diplomatic status
to advise the Nation
and all parties.

9. Non-violence and the
_ Rule.of Law to be re-
established.

10. Inculcate discipline
and rule of valour &and
patriotism and not ra-
cism into the members
of the armed forces.

11. Make rules that an
act of violence by the
armed forces against an
unarmed civilian as re-
taliation is an act of
cowardice.

12. An address to the
Nation by the patriots
of Sri Lanka whose
philosophv holds high
a united SriLanka, and
the Sovereignty of the
People, whatever their
race or creed.

13. Alleviate the hunger
and suffering of the
Sinhala and Tamil peo-
“ple. i3 0

14. Make a dent into the
Sinhala and  Tamil
Y outh unemployment.

15. Revise the = scheme
and strategiesof ‘Natio-
nal Educatic)n.

16. Meaningfully  revive
a religious conscious-
ness among peoples
who are by nature reli-
gious:

17. Impose heavy pen-
alties on racists. :

18. Inculcate the realis-
ation among the Bud-
dhists and Hindus that
it was on Hindu soil
that two beautiful flo-
wers grew.One was the
intellectual flower and
that was Buddhism and
the other was the spiri-
tual flower and ‘that
was the Vedanta Philo-
sophy. - Tomake people
understand .that hum-
anism and the love for
man is the third most
beautiful flower.

“Well,these are my sugges-
tions. Consider them and
may be, if these 18 points
are agreed upon the final

'3

ultimate solution will auto- *

matically revealitself, accep-
table to all lovers of this
country, its people and
mankind.”

With these words, Dioge-
nes swooned, fell off the
culvert and hurt himself.
After some time, he was
taken into a nearby wayside
dispensary.

A
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Mr. S. Nadesan, Q. C,
alleged in the Supreme Court
on Thursday that the Com-
petent Authority, in banning
the SATURDAY REVIEW (in

July 1983) had acted with
ill-will and animosity, and
on improper grounds.

He was continuing his

submissions in suppcrt of two
fundamental rights applications
before Mr. Justice D. Wima-
Qaratne, (President) Mr. Justice
Colin-Thome, Mr. Justice
‘Parinda Ranasinghe, Mr. Justice

nfringed:

Abdul Cader and Mr. Justice
Rodrigo.

The petitioners in the first
case are Messrs. K. Visuva-
lingam, K. Kanagarajanayagam,
J. X. Phillipupillai, V. Kanapa=
thipillai, Gamini Navaratne,
N. Kandasamy, Oscar P..C.
Perera and T. Upali Cooray.

Mr. V. Kanapathipillai, Fr.
Tissa Balasurlya and Mr. Manel
Fonseka are the petitioners
In the second application.

Mr. Nadesan said
SATURDAY  REVIEW

the
had

Saturday

. : t

always been a critical and
outspoken journal. That was
what a newspaper was for.

Speaking on the role of
newspapers, he said that if
not for newspapers, the

Watergate scandal would never
have been exposed nor the
former Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Tanaka jailed for bribery.

He charged that in the
case of the SATURDAY
REVIEW the Competent Au-
thority had acted with ill-
will and animosity and unlaw-

Revnew

T Rizhts

fully on improper grounds.

Regulations required the
Competent Authority to have
an opinion to act upon In
a matter of that nature. There
should be material for him
to base his opinion. In that
instance, the Competent Au-
thority had no material to
form any opinion. There was
no statutory power in him
to acc in the absence of
materials. Statutory provis-
lons had not been satisfied
In that instance and, there-

fore, there was an infringe”

ment of the fundamenta'
rights of the petitioners,
counsel said.

After Mr. Nadesan con-
cluded his submissions, De-
puty Solicitor-General Mr.

Sarath N. Silva who is ap=
pearing for the Compstent
Authority, the |spector-Ge-
neral of Police and the
Attorney General, cited as
respondents to the two ap-
plications, began his ‘submiss-
ions.

Mr. Nadesan with Mr. §.
Mahendran appeared for the
petitioners. Deputy Solicitor-
General Mr. Sarath N. Silva
with State Counsel Mr. N.
Y. Casie Chetty appeared for
the respondents.

TULF Parliamentarianism

A PLETHORA of liberation
movements claim leadership
for this new resstance of the
Tamil minority in Sri Lanka.
For, after the violence of
last summer, there is no
doubt that Tamils now see
their political voice in a
patlonalist movement, con-
ducted through guerrilla action
TULF, the Tamil pariiamentary
party, Is quite discredited.
But most of the nationalist
groups are basd In India, and
only the LTTE — or Tigers as
they are popularly known -
have any real organisation
membership in the country.

LTTE has evolved over the
fast 12 years from a loose-
knit ycuth movement reacting
spontaneously to str2ss vio-

lence with hit-and-run
tactics to a discipfined guer-
rilla organisation, Its base is
strongest in the rural areas.
‘‘People in the villages and
towns, claims LTTE's repre-
sentative in London’’ may not
call themselves Tigers, but
they shelter and protect us
and see us as their hope for
the future, so we can move
among them like fish in the

sea.

LTTE's wall posters and
pamphlets are to be found In
towns and even small villages
all over the north and east,
and occasionally there are
Instant meetings advising peo-
ple on a variety of issues.
For example, in May 1983 the
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Tigers called for the boycott
of a local election-more than
99 percent of the [population
accordingiy did not vote. LTTE
have also had some success
in administrating thelr own
law and order, In one case
the Tamil Chairman of a Rural
Development Board, who was
cheating the contract labourers
of their wages, paid up when
he was warned by the Tigers
and, in another LTTE interye-
ned in a Hindu - Muslim clash
which the police had failed
to stop by cornering and
threatening the Hindus.

Behind  the Jayewardene
Government and Sinhalese
state lie the West’s military
and economic interests caus-
ing deep unease among Tamils.

_This year US funded agencies

are carrying out ‘water re-
search’ in order to provide
fresh water to Tamil viliages
in the process they have
carried out detalied surveys
on the whole area - surveys
which the Tamils fear will
be made avallable to the
army.

Meanwhile a series of US

by

Amrit Wilson

Tamil nationalism has drawn
the contempt of many Sinha-
lese marxists; nonetheless, the
LTTE is managing to repre:
sent popular feeling. For ex—
ample, last November the
Government asked Tamil stu-
dents who had fled from
southern universities In the
summer to return. The Tigers
issued a pamphiet asking them
not to. The students obeyed
and Instead of returning, or-
ganiseq sit - down in the Jaffna
University campus demanding
the right to continue their
studies in the Tamli area. On
January 9th  nine students
began a ‘fast unto death’
on their own initiative.

' The government was ada-
mant and when a woman stu-
dent became comatose the
authorities began to discuss
caliing In the army and begin-
ing force - feeding. The LTTE
met the studepts’ organisatlon
and under the eyes of the
university authorities the nine
hunger strikers were whisked
away to India. But LTTE then
issued a pamphlet on proper
tactics,  pointing out the
failure of Bobby Sands and
the Irish hunger strikers to
shift an intransigent govern-
ment.

politicians  has visited Sri
Lanka reaffirming an ‘excell-
ent relationship’ promising
‘modern training’ for the Sri
Lankan navy and even compli-
menting the Sri Lankan Em-
bassy in the US for coun.
tering Eelam supporters there-
Underneath is a tacit unders
standing that sooner or later
the US wiil
naval base at Trincomalee.
When it does Mrs. Gandhi is

uniikely to Intervene to sup-

move into the

port the Tamil nationalists.
As LTTE spokesman A.S
Balasingham - has said in an

Interview in the !ndian ;maga
zine Sunday: “*Mrs Ganchi's
hands are tled.... The Sri Lan-
kan Government has alwars
wielded Trincomalee 35 a
trump card?they had earlier
agread to keep it a freefzone
(i. e. free of bases) provided
crush the

India helped to

Liberation Tigers®’,

(Courtesy ‘New Statesmen’
London.)

Woman Food

Producers

ROME (FAO) — Rural
men in some developing co-

WwWo=

untries not only produce
most of the food needed .
by their families; they are
also important market and
cash crop producers. - There
Is new evidence that their
work In agriculture can be
as  much as 60 per cent
more than men's. Food-crop
related development projects
should In many countries be
primarily directed at women.

These and other new In-
sights on rural women were
reported at a recent one-
week expert consultation on
women In food production,
held at the head quarters of
the UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO)

Rome.

Invisible

Hazard

GENEVA (ILO) - Proionged
exposure to low concentra-
tions of chemical substances
is by far the most common
risk to which workers are
exposed today. And yet oc-
cupational  exposure limits
havs been adopted for only
a fraction of the substances
known to be toxic for hu-
man beings. and then only
in a limited number of coun-
tries.

Measures for

at national and

action
internationaj
evels to meet the complex
problems of this growing ha-
zard were proposed by the
| .ternational Labour Organi-
sation (ILO) meeting of ex-

perts, reld recently in Ge-

neva.
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Socialism and Ethnic Problem

Never before as now has
the question been posed in
many quarters as to whet-
her parliamentary democracy
and the ¢‘‘democratic’’ con-
stitutions, so ‘'much adverti-
sed by the propagandists of
parliamentary democracy, have

in practice safeguarded the
minorities in countries like
Sri Lanka.

The question is all the

more important in the con-
text of the mechanics of
constitutional changes in the
Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka, which has the
unique distinction of having
had two republican consti-
tutions within a brief span
of six years and more than
half a dozen amendments to
the second one within six
years of its enactment. Both
the Constitutions Incorpora-
ted chapters on fundamental
rights.

Earlier, there was the
Soulbury Constitution which,
too, had provisions to safe-
guard the interests of the
minorities in Section 29 and
its sub-sections. But it s
history that all these sec-
tions  miserably failed to prc-
vide even a transparent fa-
cade of security to the
minorities.

On the contrary, these
sections did provide ade-
quate sefeguards for those
who were indicted with the
charge of treason and at-
tempts to overthrow the legally
constituted and  democrati-
cally elected government In
the 1960s.

it was while Section 29
and its sub-sections were
in force that the  Sinhala
Only Act was passed by
the sovereign legislature
with its concomitant conse-
quences.. It was then that
thousands of plantation wor-
kers of Indlan origin were
deprived of their franchise
and reduced to third-rate
citizenry. And it is for
this Section 29 that tor-
rential tears are being shed.

The Constitution of the
United States, which is a
rich and flourishing piece of
literature, afforded little or
no safeguard to the Negroes,
the Red Indians and the
Puerto-Ricans of that country.

These minorities have no
equal rights with the whi-
tes. The same thing ap-

plies to the religious mino-

ritles in some of the Asian
countries.

Despite all the entren-
ched clauses, so painfully

advertised to the internation-
al community, the world
witnessed the ghastly and
traumatic series of tragedies
enacted in Sri Lanka in July.
1983. Never in the history
of any civilised country
were prisoners of conscience,
who were in the virtual
custody of the Government,

massacred so cowardly and
brutally.

It is in this context that
one has to turn to the
socialist countries for a so-
lution to our National Ques-
tion. With the informations
now amply provided by the
media, no one in his right
senses can dare say that na-
tional minorities are being
oppressed or tortured or
even deprived of their civic
rights in any socialist coun-
try, as they are in non-
sociallst or anti-socialist coun-
tries. On the contrary,
they are afforded the maxi-
mum protection of their lives
and given an equal status in
the affairs of their respective
countries.

The socialist countries, des-
pite of their ideological diffe-
rences, have consistently stood
for the right of self-deter-
mination of the national
minorities. When proposals
were put forward in the
Soviet Union in the 1970s
for the introduction of the
concept of an integral Soviet
nation, in the Soviet Con-
stitution, eliminating the auto-
nomous republics, thereby
drastically curtailing the so-
vereignty of the union reé-
publics, depriving them of
the right to secede from
the USSR and set-up a uni-
cameral supreme soviet, it
was unceremoniously rejec-
ted. It was held that the
disappearance of national dis-

tinction cannot be equated
with the Soviet people’s
social and political  unity.

The great Lenin, the archi-
tect of the Soviet Union,
has persistently warned aga-
inst such a step. As Lenin
pointed out, the right to
divorce should be available
to all, but it is only a
microscopic  minority that
will resort to Iit.

Among  the noteworthy
achievements of Soviet Uni-
on, the one that stands
pre—eminent and relevant to
a country like Sri Lanka is
the solution of the nation-
al Question, one of the
most poignant and sensitive
questions in world history.

Lenin had always upheld
the right of nation and na-
tionality to self—-determina-
tion. The historic triumph
of the October Revolution
opened the way for the
liberation of the nation. The
peoples under the oppres-
sive Tsarist Russia for the
first time had had a pos-
sibility of making a histori-
cal choice, the right to
determine their own destiny.

In the Peoples Republic
of China, the problem of
the minorities has been
satisfactorily solved Resear-
ch acadamies for the de-
velopment of the languages
of the minorities are now
actively endeavouring to tr-

“order to

ansform the variouns dialects
in full-fledged living langua-
ges.

It s
educated men and
tellgentsia of both the
Sinhala and Tamil communi-
ties take the lead and exhort

high time that the
the In-

their  respective followers
to be more sober, more
realistic and to be more

the Interests of
the rising generation, to
emulate the way of life
as in socialist countries and
to live in peace and amity
in fraternal relationship.

Let us all stand to live
In unity amidst diversity or
as Dr. Colvin  R. de Silva
put it years back, in a
different context, ‘‘Let us
march separately but strika
together’’.

V. Mahalingam

rational in

Nell'ady.

SINGLE BANNER
The Editor,

Saturday Review.

Being a subscriber to the
Saturday Review with a con-
cerned interest in Sri Lanka,
it is my pleasure to com-
ply with your request appe-
aring in a recent issue of
the paper, asking for our
opinion as to whether the
paper’s publication be con-
tinued in the light of the
restricted censorship placed
upon it.

Mr, Editor, you have dis-
played your courage in br-
inging the existing Injustices
found in Sri Lanka before
eyes, and | am sure you
will not permit ill-conside-
red harassment deter you
from continuing to do just
that into the future.

In fact in my judgement
your type of _thinking, if

Dear Contributors

Despite ali our pleas, we
continue to receive quite a
number of contributions hand-
written (some very illegi-
bly) or typed on both sides
of the paper.

Also, many articles are
handwritten or typed with
no margins at all to mark
even a correction.

In future, such contribu-
tions will not be conside-
red for publication because
it takes so much of our
time in re-typing them _ in
conform to the
standard practice of the pr-
inting trade,” which requires
all copy to be written or
typed double-spaced on one
side of the paper only to
facilitate the work of the
compositors.

We do not have a tr-
anslation section, so we can-
not accommodate the requests
of persons who send let-
ters and articles In Tamil
or clippings . from Tamil pu-
blicatlons with requests that
these be published in the
SATURDAY REVIEW.

Nor can we accommodate
requests that contributions
be acknowledged or be-pu-
blished in the ‘‘next issue’’.
Besides delays in the post—
for instance, a letter from
Colombo may now take five
days to reach Jaffna—we have
to contend with the Censor.
Every item Intended for
publication has to be sent

- in the limits of

to the Censor in advance
and we have to await ap-
provai before  publication.
There could thus be consi-
derable delay between the
time the copy Is recelved
at our office and it is finally
used.

The return of unsoiicited
material is slso out of the
question—-unless the contri-
butor encloses a self-addres-
sed stamped envelope.

As a forum for free com-
ment and expression, we wish
to repeat that the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW will be open
to any point of view with-
law and
reason and — for the present—
the censorship rules.

So, please help wus in
this task by sending all con-
tributions written legibly or
typed on only one side
of the paper, leaving
adequate margins.

If typing, please send a
carbon copy as well because
this saves time in re:typing
a copy to be sent to the
Censor.

And please keep your

contribution as short as pos-.

sible.

All letters and articles
are liable to be edited for
reasons of space and clear-
ness.

Y.ditor

followed, will Sri Lanka of
it’s unhealthy party chauvin-
istic nationalisms, to be re-
placed with a healthy Sri
Lanka nationzlism under which
banner all sects can unite
for the nations preservation,
starting with the elimination
of the poverty found among-
st too many Sri Lankans.

Violence will breed more
violence, and a hate that
will be carried down the
years, hence all forms of
injustices must be wiped
out of Sri Lanka now, lest
the island be torn apart
and Sri Lanka now called
the Peari of the Indian
Ocean have a less pleasant .

title among the nations of the
World.

| have before me litera-
ture from a travel agency,
one of the booklets. having
this written within — “The

people of Sri Lanka are good:

and friendly persons’’. The-
refore’”’, | close with the
prayer that the intelligentsia
of Sri Lanka will take over,
get rid of every form of
Injustice, and strive for the

creation of a government
of all the people, by all
the people and for the

total good of all the peo-
ple.

Joseph P. Berry
Hartford, Connecticut.

GOOD OLD TIMES

The Editor, ’

Saturday Review.
| read your

letter with

interest both in The Island:

and the SATURDAY REVIEW
inviting the Sinhala sisters
and brothers to visit Jaffna
and associate with the peo-
ple there.

| am one who has a good
number of friends in Jaffna
among the Tamil community.
| have still with me
vivid
that | spent in Jaffna.

The first time | visited
Jaffna was in 1948 as a
schoolboy of about fifteen

years. There was a relative
of mine who was running
a lucrative garage business

then. | spent almost a month
there, made
friends. Although | did not
know Tamil and my know-
ledge of English was not
quite good at the time,
nevertheless it was no bar
to making acquaintance with
the people.

Again 1 went to laffna
in 1952, still a student in
the H.S.C., to organise a
show by Indian film duo
Krishnan and Mathuram in
the Jaffna Town Hall in aid
of the now defunct Mahat-
ma Gandhi Memorial College,
Kandy, where | was studying.
I still remember spending
about a week in laffna and
travelling throughout the Pe-
ninsula and spending the

(Continued on page 9)

the
picture of the days '

many Tamil:

>
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Recently a number of news-
papers in New Deihl carried
advertisements by a virtualiy
unknown firm called Sulabh
International, offering to build
water sealed hand flush toilets
in people homes at a cost of
Rs. 1,400 each. With a thoro-
ughness that has become its
hallmark in Patna, its city of
origin, its advertisement
pointed out that even in the
Delhi metropolitan area. by
far the best cared for urban
centre ia the country, 200,000
houscholds (roughly 12 to 15
million peopie) are served
only by dry pit latrines (holes
in the ground) and bucket
privies (where a jamadar car-
ries away the excreta), What
is more disturbing, half a
million households (over three
million people) defecate In
the open. Since the population
of the DMA was 7,1 million
in 1981, this means that even
jin the prince of Indian cities,
barely a third of the popu-—
iation enjoys adequate sanit-
tatien.

Needless to say, conditions
are far worse in the other
towns and cities. A sample
survey of 800,000 house:
holds in 110 towns carried
out by the United Nations
Development Programme
showed that only 25 percent
of the households have flush
jatrines of any type. Another
29 percent use dry pits or
bucket privies, while 48 per
cent defecate alfresco.

Indian planners have known
for a long time that convent-
jonal water - borne  sewerage
systems are not economically
feasible in any but the largest
of cities. A 1980 estimate
by the World Bank put the
cost of such a sanitation sy-
stem at Rs. 14,000 per house-
hold in low — income, high -
density  residential  areas.
While this is an average
estimate for the developing
countries as a whole, even
if the corresponding estimate
for India is only two-thirds
as high providing waterborne
sewerage for 77 per cent of
the ceuntry's present urbun
population of 168 miliion
will cost a mammoth Rs.
20,000 creves!

As a result, the UNDP, the
World Bank, and other inter-
national agencies have been
recommending simple systems.
notably the water - sealed
handflush privy that is being
marketed by Sulabh. The UN
DP survey mention above
calculated that a hundred per
cent coverage of the urban
areas will cost Rs. 5,315
crores, and recommended the
provision of this money in
the seventh Plan.

Ten year experiment

This is what makes the
achievements of Sulabh Inter—
national a matter of pivotal
importance to the future of
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the urban areas of this coun-
try. For Sulabh has shown
that a programme for the
installation of water —sealed
community latrines can be
made to pay for itselfl. To
the extent that it does this
it will take the burden of
financing the sanitation pro-
gramme off the exchequer.
Sulabh’s experiment has
matured gradually over ten
years of earning by doing. It
began in 1973 by merely
offering to build a set of com-
munal latrines for the Bihar
government at Gandhi Maidan
in Patna, which ~had been
rendered virtually unusable by
public defecation! However,
it soon realised that merely
building latrines <was not
enough. To make people use
them, it would have to main-
tain them also. It made its
first  managerial innovation
here, and began charging 10
paise for the use of the latri-
nes. But it tempered the
impact of this levy by per-
mitting women and children
to use the facilities free of
charge. The income from
this small levy, (which to
people’s surprise the poor
willingly paid) was sufficient
to meet the cost of main-
tenance, and the Sulabh
shauchalayas became popular
because they were clean and
completely free of any odours-

When the Bihar govern.
ment asked Sulabh to take up
the building of more com-
muna! latrines, it made its
second Innovation. It added
20 percent to the construct-
ion cost of the privies and
created a capital fund for
financing maintenance and for
its own expansion, Since des-
pite this levy the Sulabh shau-
chalayas were 25 to 30 per
cent cheaper than the ones
built by the pubiic works de-
partment, the Bihar govern-
ment and other city and state
authorities gladly agreed to
the scheme.

Meihane gas recovery

Some idea of the success
of Sulabh's stheme may be
had from the fact that in less
than ten years it has built
over 300,000 privies. In
Bihar it has largely eliminated
scavenging and defecation In
eight medium -size owns and
has been entrusted with the
task of doing this in the more.
It has also been entrusted
with converting 150,000 pri-
vies in Calcutta by the Cal-
cutta Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority. Sulabh is also
taking up projects in other
south and south-least Asian
countries, notably Thailand
and Sri Lanka. While it did
three crores of rupees worth
of business in 1982. It did
Rs. 12 crores worth in 1983.

The key to Sulabh’s specta-

cular success is, in current
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jargon, its decision to pro-
vide not only the hardware
but also the software needed
for low - cost sanitation. In
marked contrast, the low-cost
sanitation projects being exe-
cuted by the government with
assistance from the UNDP
and funds from the World
Bank are facing serious pro-
blems, ‘one of which, according
to the UNDP report cited
earlier, is ‘‘inadequate training
for the use of latrines."’
However, Sulabh’s most
important innovation has been
the recovery of methane gas
from the accumulated excreta.
So far its privies have been
discharging wastes into two
pits alternately. Each s
equipped with gas vent:to re-
lease the gas generated by
fermentation The liquids in
the waste are allowed to
soak into the soil and event-
ually get neutralised by bact-
erial action in it. When one
pit is full, the other is used
and in due course, the dry
completely digested waste s
removed and can serve as a
compost for those willing to
use it. While Sulabh conti-
nues to offer this system for

,,,,,,

prises of the demonstration
unit) is capable of generating
280 units of power per
night In a generator with a
33 per cent conversion effi-
ciency (in_a small gas turbine
which Sulabh hopes eventually
to employ, the power ge-
nerated will be almost ffty
per cent more). Sulebh is
currently selling the electri-
city to the municipal corpe-
ration at 50 paise a unit.
Thus the annual income from
the sale of power will come
to over Rs. 51,000 per year.

Allowing 1-25 per cent a
year depreciation on the
buildings and 10 per cent

on the generator, the net
return after deducting this
comes to almost Rs. 40,000
on an investment of Rs. 2
lakhs, or a respectable 20
per cent.

Subventions small

However, If the state go-
vernment buys the power at
the actual cost of thermal
power generation (over 80
paise per unit after the
Jatest Increase in coal prices)
or allows Sulabh to sell its

by Prem Shankar Jha

This article. published in The Times of India on 3oth
April, has great relevance to Sri Lanka and especially
to Jaffna where sanitation is a big problem.

private latrines, in its Adalat-
ganj community latrine com:
plex in Patna it has Installed
a biogas plant to digest the
waste. What Is more, ¢ Is
using the gas to run a gene-
rator, which in turn Js provi-
ding power to a mile of
street lights on one of Patna’s
most crowded roads.

While the Adalatgan] faci-
lity is designed mainly asa
test—cum demonstration unit,
it has aiready proved that
power generation in small
power plants from human
wastes, on the lines Sulabh
has planned it, is a paying
proposition. The 42 privies
at Adalatganj and the biogas
plant have cost around Rs.
80-85,000. The generator
has cost another [lakh of
rupees. Along with other
expenses, the total Invesment
is around two lakhs of ru-

_pees. Around 2,500 people

use the facilities every day
and two-—thirds of them are
paying 20 paise each (the
rate was revised recently,
but the Adalatganj facilicy
includes handbasins, free soap
and free bathing facilities),
generating Rs. 350 per day.
This is sufficient to meet
the staff costs of the privies
and the generation plant.
The 4,800 cubic feet of
gas generated (this is nearly
twice the conventional esti-
mate—one of the happy sur-

pewer to Industrial units at
the current rate of 72 te
82 paise per unit, the re-
turns will rise to 35 per

- cent on the total fixed in-

vestment.

In practice, it is not likely
that private concerns will be
eager to plunge into this
field all on their own, with
no support from their state
governments. In Sulabh’s case,
its activitles expanded pre-
cisely because the state ge-
vernment was willing to pay
for the cost of building the
community privies. Buat it
doss shew that the subvent-
ions that the state may need
te give will be relatively
small, and that most of the
money can be found by the
programme itself.

The social implications of
the Adalatganj experiment go
far beyond the merginal ad-
dition to power that it makes
possible. First, it eliminates
some of the hazards asso-
ciated with water—sealed pit
latrines—namely the imper-
meability of the soil which

can lead to an accumulation
of liquid wastes, and the
contamination of sub —soil
water reservoirs in areas
where the water table s
high. Secondly, it circumvents

FROMHUMAN WASTE

many of the problems, like
a lack of space, which pre-
vent the adoption of the
water—sealed pit latrine sys-
tem in highly congested areas
in the larger cities. Instead
of being buried in pits, the
Buman wastes and flush water
ef an entire colony can be
aarried in a small bore pipe
to one or more Dbiegas
digesters.

Lastly, feeding the huma”
wastes to a biogas unit make®
it possible to recover the
waste water for recycling.
As a test carried out before
this writer at Adalatganj show-
ed, the water that is dis-
charged from the digester Is
not only free of organic
matter but also relatively
sterile (it had a pH content
of seven to eight). This can
be further treated in a series
of small plants or dumped
in a main sewer, for sub-
sequent purification in a large
sewage treatment plant. This
circumvents what will one
day  become the most potent
argument against water—sealed
pit privies, namely that the
water used in them is irre-
trievably lost. Thus, it is the
water—sealed latrine in cons-
bination - with the biogas unit
that promises to be the low—
cost alternative to convent-
lonal water—borne sewerage,
and not the water—sesled
privy alone.

Health
For All

GENEYA (WHO) — Mem-
ber States of the World
Meaith Organization (WHO)
were urged to accelerate
the and the
modifications of their heakhk
systems towards primary he-

reorientation

elth eare by the recent ses-
sion of the WHO.

la a reselation noting that
the atteinment of the god
o Health fur Al by she
Year 2008 Is intimetely re-
lated te seclo-sconomic de-
velopment and world peace.
The Board wurged Member
Stetes to: (a) strengthen the
managerial capacity of cheir
health systems, iIncluding the
generation, analysis, and use
of the
and (b) accord the highest

information needed;
priority to, and assume full
responsibility for, the con-
tinuing monitoring and evalu-
ation of their strategi=s to
identify factors which contri-
bute to or impede, imple-
mentation.
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Ever since the aged but
valiant Elara, the Tamil King
of Sri Lanka, was struck
down and killed in single
combat by the much younger

_Butugemunu, the epic hero

of the nationai chronicle Ma-
havamsa, the place where
Elara fell and where his body
was later cremated had been
revered at the express cem-
mand of chivalrous foe.
This event is said to have
taken place over two thou-
sand years ago in 161 B.C.
For forty-four years the Chola
Prince had ruled this land.
and had ruled (according to
the Mahavamsa) **with even
justice towards friend and
foe”’. Nowhere else in this
national chronicle do we find
such singular and unstincted
praise bestowed on a ruler.
The Dipavamsa also says :
‘‘Avoiding the paths of de-
sire, hatred, fear and delu-
sion he ruied righteously
being incomparable... cloud
rained during the night, and

there was no rainfall
during the day’’ Even the
elements, it would seem,

had favoured this righteous
king. :
The Mahavamsa had illus-
rated its tribute by identi-
fying the king with the
fabulous legends current at
the time and had concluded:
“‘Only because he freed him-
self from the guilt of walk-
ing in the path of evii did
this (monarch), though he
had not put aside false be-
liefs, gain such . miraculous
power’’.

It is not surprising, there-
fore, that Dutugemunu in
the hour of his = greatest
victery, while grappling with
his conscience as we shall
discover later, had instantly
proceeded- to participate in
the funeral rites of his no-
ble enemy.

The Mahavamsa records;
‘““‘Near the south gate of
the city the two kings

fought; Elara hurled his dart, -

Gamini evaded it; he made
his own elephant pierce (Ela-
ra's) elephant with his tusks
and hurled his dart at Elara;
and this (latter) fell there,
with his elephant.

‘“When he had thus been
victorious in battle and had
united Lanka under one ruie
he marched, with chariots,
troops and beasts for riders,
into the capital. In the city
he caused the drum to be
beated, and when he had
summoned the people from
a yojana around he celebra-
ted the funeral rites for
King Elara.

““On the spot' where his
body had fallen he burned
it with the catafalque, and
there did he build a2 monu-
ment and ordained worship.
And even to this day the
princes of Lanka, when they

draw near to this place,
are want to silence their
music because of this wor-
ship.”’

A plllar inscription is said
to have been set up near
this monument and it read
as follows: “Let no man,
prince or peasant, in future
pass this way ridingin pal-
anquin or litter with beating
of drums’’.

The author of the Maha-
vamsa has here tesified to
a unique honour being paid
‘‘even to this day” to a
Tamil monarch i. e, even
after the lapse of over se-
ven hundred years, for the
Mahavamsa was written only
in the sixth century.

it will be noted the en-
counter between the two

kings took place “‘near the.

south gate of the city”,
puradakkhinadvarahmi. It was
there that the body of Elara
was cremated . with the cata-
falque; and it was there that
Dutugemunu had “‘buiit a
monument’’—but  the Pali
word in text was cetiya—
‘“‘and ordained worship’’.
The commentary or tike
on the Mahavamsa known as
the Vamsatthappakasini ~ascri-
bed by its editor G.P.
Malalasekera to the eighth
or i ninth century and by
Wilhelm Geiger to a .date
between the eleventh and
thirteenth centuries. had po-

inted out that the place
where the kings feught,
puraddakkhinadvarmhi, was

“‘the (place) east of the
Elarapatimaghara and west of
the potters’ village in the
southern part of Anuradha-
pura’’.

The commentator, it will
be observed, speaks of a
place named Elarapatimaghara
as if this place was popul-
arly known and familiar to
that generation. What s
Elarapatimaghara? it means
‘‘Elaraimage house’’ and not-
hing else. This sanctuary,
build no doubt much ear-
lier, had stood there at the
time the Vamsathappakasini
was written.

The commentator also de-
scribes, drawing obviously
from his own personal knows
ledge, what was earlier pro-
claimed in the centuryB.C.
by Dutugemunu, and what
was testified to by the aut-
hor of the Mahavamsa as
an observance in the sixth
century, that even in the
time of the princes of Lanka
when they drew near to
this place were wont to
silence their music, and also
to circumambulate the sanc-
tuary with garlands and per-
fumes, and worship the cetiya
(stupa). Senarat Paranavitana,
our former Archaeological
Commissioner, too, agrees
that up to the time of
the commentator i. e., more

_ mation sites of the
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than 1000 years after Elara’s
death, his] ‘‘image received
worship’”.

Now that we know the
extent of the posthumous
sanctity that was attached
to Elara for whom there
has been both an image and
an image house, the word
“monument’’ used by Geiger
in translating cetiyam is not

correct. The proper word
should have been stupa or
dagaba.

It is strange that Geiger
had left the Pali words
cetiya and thupa to remain,
respectively, untransiated
when describing the struc-
tures put up over the cre-
Saints
Mahinda and Sanghamitta. In
the case of the former, he
translates  Cetiyam ¢’ ettha
karesi and here did he build
a “‘cetiya’’, and in the case
of the other he translates
thupa ca tattha karesi Nttiyo
so mahamati. The most wise
Uttiya also had a teupa
built there. Geiger had fran-
kly confessed elswhere, |
by no means an content
with my translation of the
Mahavamsa’’.

The respect, indeed the
reverence, given by Dutuge-
munu to his fallen enemy,
Elara the righteous ruler,
is surely unique in the annals
of the island’s history. We
can now understand why
Dutugemunu was stricken by
conscience on his death-bed.
We can also understand the
exceptional ~ veneration Dutu-
gemunu had paid to Elara
from the moment he was
slain. The arahats, had con-
soled him saying that his
“slaughter” of a great host
numbering millions was equal
only to ‘‘slaying one and
a half human beings’. the
rest, they explained. were
unbelievers (micchaditthi) and
men of evil life (dussila)
not more to be esteemed
than beasts (pasusama).

Of the exceptions, one,
they said, had taken the
‘‘three refuges’” and the
other had pledged himself
to observe the “five prece-
pts”’ Elara, who wasa “pi-
ous Hindu” according to E.
W. Adikaram, was apparen-
tly one of the exceptions.
Hence, we suppose the ado-
ration, an adoration that
had, as could be seen, con-
tinued for two millennia,
and been paid not so much
as an act of duty in obe-
dience to a king's command,
but as an act of worship
towards an exalted being who
had gained a niche in the
national pantheon.

The Saddharmalankaraya of
the fourteenth century ex-
pressly states that Dutuge-
munu had ‘‘caused a Dagoba
named (after) Elara (to be built)
at the place where he was

burnt’’ The author confirms
the continued observance of
what had earlier been des-
cribed in the Mahavamsa of
the sixth century. ‘Even to
this time’, (i.e.,, in the

fourteenth century), Saddhar-

malankaraya says ‘‘when pri-
nces came to this place
drums etc., are not beaten’’.
It is significant that this had
taken place even after the
Chola conquest of Anuradha-
pura. The Elara dagaba had
thus withstood and survived

the ravages of war.

During the time of the
Portuguese and the Dutch,
certain parts of this country
were overtaken by the jun-
gle. For instance, Polonnaru-
wa and its environs . were

enveloped and remained un-

known for nearly a millen-
nium. But Anuradhapura had
continued to be cherished
in the memory of the peo-
ple. We know that Kirthi
Sri  Rajasinghe, for one, had
made an effort to restore
some of the monuments of
the place.

It is agreed that mistakes
had been made in the iden-
tification of some of the
ruins of Anuradhapura. But
traditionally it was well known
that there was one spot
over all others where kings
and commoners had been
enjoined that they should
not pass without paying due
respect and veneration. It
was a continuing injunction
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The Tomb of Elara

the suppression of the re-
bellion in which he had
been engaged, alighted from
his litter, although weary
and almost incapable ef ex-
ertion; and not knowing the
precise spot, walked on until
assured tbat he had passed
far beyond this ancient me-
morial’’. :

George Turnour, in his
translation of the Mahavamsa
published in 1837, has in
this connection printed a
footnote in his book saying,
““These honours continue to
be paid to the tomb of

Elara up to the period of
Bricish occupation of the
Kandyan territory"’.

During the whole of the
nineteenth century, if not
for a long time earlier, this
ruined structure was well-
known as the Elala Sohona
and many a pilgrim to Anu-
radhapura had been dutifully
paying it honour, closely
following ancient custom and
practice. Emerson Tennent in
his book Ceylon, which ran
into five editions in 1858
and 1860, had this to say
in this connection in Volume
I, Part 3, Chapter 5 headed
Sinhalese Chivalry - Elala and
Dutugemunu: *‘The contest
between the rival chiefs s
the solitary tale of Ceylon
chivalry, in which Elala is the
Saladin and Dutugemunu the
Coeur-de-Lion. - So genuine
was the admiration of Elala’s

by Dr. James T. Rutnam

This article is the text
24th March 1981 at the
the auspices of the South
the Jaffna Archaeclogical

delivered on
University of Jaffna under
Asian Studies Seminar and
Society.

of a lecture

that had been handed down
from mouth to mouth, from
generation te  generation,
and the chance of making a
mistake is impossible.

At the beginning of the

nineteenth when
Pilima Talawa was fleeing
enemies, he is

century,

from hls
reported to have insisted
at Anuradhapura, on obser-
ving this age-old rite and

custom. Forbes in his Eleven
Years in Ceylon published in
1840 says; “‘The ruined

tomb of an ‘infldel is now
looked upon by many Budd-
hist pilgrims as the remnant
of a sacred edifice, although
twenty centuries have elap-
sed since the death of Elara.
| do not believe that the
injunctions of his conqueror
have ever been disregarded
by a native. In 1818 Pilima
Talawa, the head of the old-
est Kandyan family, when
attempting to escape, after

bravery that his rival erected

a monument in his honour
on the spot where he fell;

its ruins remain to the pre-

sent day and the Sinhalese
still regard it with respec,
and veneration.

S. M. Burrows, who had

served as an archaeological
surveyor of Sri Lanka from
August 1884 to the end of
February 1886, had publis-
hed a book entitled Buried
Cities of Ceylon in 1885, It
ran into four editions. In
this book Burrows says:.
‘*Satiated with military su
ccess and penitent for_ the
bloodshed he had caused, he
(Dutugemunu) determined to
devote the rest of his life
to expiatory acts. But his
first care was to erect a
generous and fitting monu=
ment to his rival Elala and
to enact that the music of
processions should cease and
Kings alight from their palan-
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~digging,
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<quins as they pass the tomb.

The site is marked by a
conical mound of earth; nor
was the generous monument
less lasting; as in 1816
{sic) Pilima Talawe, the head

~of the leading Kandyan clan

was escaping through Anurad-
hapura after the unsuccess-
insurrection,
he alighted from his litcer,
weary as he was, walked
on until he was well past
the venerable memorial’’.
Burrows’ map of Anuradha-
pura appearing In his book
marks the site as “‘Elala’s
tomb’’.

In 1896 Burrow's succes-
sor H.C,P. Bell, known to be
a cautious explorer, began
‘the examination of the tree-

““covered hillock, anciently one

of the larger dagabas of
Anuradhapura but now po-
pulariy known as Elala’s Tomb
(Elala Sohona)”’. in a foot-
note Bell had correctly sur-
mised at the time he began
cutting the trenches, that this
was ‘‘perhaps the thupa built
by Kanittha Tissa (A.D. 165-
193) in the Dakshinarama
{Dipavamsa XXII : 24)".

in the two paragraphs im-

~mediately following, Bell had

concluded: *Elara’s body was
cremated and his ashes de-

posited in a tomb at the
spot where he fell ‘‘near
the southern gate of the

city”” (Mahavamsa XXV: 69 —
73). This site would, there-
fore, be in the neighbour-
hood of the Dakshino Vihara

~constructed by the warrior

Uctiya half century later in
the reign of Wottagamani
(Mahavamsa XXXl
90) (Dipavamsa 19)’.

Bell's reasons were confi-
ned to quotation from the
two chronicles, He was satis-
fied that the Elala Sohona
built  “‘near the southern
gate of the city’’ was in
fact the ‘neighbourhood of
the Dakshina Vihare' where
then

The examination and dig-
ging of the Elala Sohana con-
tinued from 1896 to 1900,
when the work was stop-
ped as the ‘digging and re-
moval of the spoil proved
too expensive for a limited
vote”’. In all his five Annual
Reports, Beli had continued
to name the site ‘‘Elala So-
hona™. This was the position
up to 1900,

Eight years later
Cave wrote in this connec-
tion: “‘Then followed an act
of chivairy on the part of
Dutthagamani so remarkable
that it has been regarded
with admiration for twenty
centuries. He caused Elara to
be cremated on the spot where
he fell and there he built
a tomb. He further ordained
the tomb should receive ho-
nours, and that no ocne should

H. W,

pass it without some mark
of reverence: and even to
this day these injunctions
are to some extent respected
and the tomb is still mar-
ked by a huge mound”’
(emphasis  added).

Be it noted: Dutugemunu
had decreed that this rever-
ence be paid in the second
century B. C. Mahanama, the
reputed author of the Maha-
vamsa, bears witness to it
being followed in the sixth
century A. D. The author
of the Vamsatthappakasini con-
firms its contemporary obser-
vance which would have been
in the 8th or 9th century
according to Malalasekera, or
between the |Ith and I3th
centuries according to Geiger;
the author of the Saddhar-
malankaraya  testifies to it
being followed in the four-
teenth century; Turnour and
Forbes in the nineteensh
century and Cave In the
twentieth century.

Today this noble tradition
(unbroken, as we shall. see,
until 1948) that had distin-
guished a  nation and its
people and elevated them
to a unique position in the
annals of chivalry has, alas,
disappeared. Even if we con-
cede that the Elala Sohona
is not the tomb of Elara,
has any honest effort been
made to look for it? The
only clue we have is the
gruesome *remark of Para-
navitana, in his Annuai Re-
port of 1948: “It is not
impossibie that the Medical
Officer of  Anuradhapura
sleeps over Elara’s ashes’.
How we respect and honour
the chivalry of Dutugemunu!

No one appears to have
challenged the popular belief
untii 1948, when Paranavi-
tana appeared on the scene
and sought to suggest that
the mound was the tomb
of Dutugemunu. Soon after-

wards, on the orders of
Paranavitana, a board was
displayed at the site that

the mound was Dutugemunu’s
tomb. No one now alights
from his carriage and walks
past it with solemnity.
Paranvitana is honoured as
a great archaeologist in Sri
Lanka, but like all of us he
is fallible. In a growing num-
ber of instances he had been
proved wrong and, sometimes,
grossly misleading. His read-
ing of the so-called inter-
linear inscriptions have been
found to be nothing but
tissues of hallucinations, if one
must not call them fiction.
His numerous books on the
interlinear  inscriptions are
pure and simple fairy tales.
In 1946 Paranavitana had
begun his excauation of the

Elala Sohona. He continved
this work until 1949 and
his observations appear in

the Annual Reports of 1946,

~Vihare’’

at Anuradhapura

1947, 1948 and 1949, pub-
lished by the Archaeological
Department. These observat-
ions have been incorporated
into a single article entitled:
‘“The Dakkhina Thupa of
Anuradhapura; The Tomb of
Dutthagamini’’ and published
in 1972 in Paranavitana’s
book Glimpses of Ceylon’s
Past.

In his report of 1946,
Paranavitana, taking up the
story from where Bell had
left, wrote; “‘Mr. Bell, quest-
ioning the popular identifi-
cation of the mound, gave
cogent reasons for taking if
as the stupa of the Dakkhina
Bell's five reports
are available to us. It is only
on- two occasions in these
reports that Bell refers to
the Dakkhina Vihare. The
initial was a single footnote
that appeared in Bell’s first
report, where, as we have
already observed, he had
surmised that the Elala Sohona
could perhaps be the thupa
referred to in the Dipavamsa,
Ch. XXII; 24. Bell had also
said in the same footnote
that “‘this site”’ where ‘‘his
ashes’”  (viz,  Elara’s) were
“‘deposited in a tomb’’ would
therefore be in the neigh-
bourhood of the Dakkhina
Vihara It was here that he
cites the ‘‘cogent reasons’
he found in' the Mahavamsa
Ch. XXXII and the Dipa-
vamsa Ch. XIX. The second
instance where Bell refers to
Dakkhina Vihara is in his
report for 1898 where he
compares the “‘probable’
Dakkhina Vihara with the
other large viharas. Nothing
more was said here. Nowhere
do we find Beli ‘‘question-
ing”" the popular identificat-
ion of the mound. This is
quite plain and clear to any-
one who cares to read Bell's
reports.

But this is not all. Para-
navitana goes on to state,
“Bell, it may be recalled,
expressed the opinion half
century ago that the mound
concealed the remains of the
stupa of the Dakkhina Vihara
and not of the Tomb of
Elala as popularly held. Bell’s
reasons for this view given
in his report of 1898, p.5
were universally accepted’’.
How could anyone ‘‘univer-
sally accept’” Bell's reasons
in his report for 1898, p.5,
when they are simply not
there? It would be as my-
sterlous as the reading of
the interlinear inscriptions by
Paranavitana.

Bell had never said that
the mound was ‘‘not the
Tomb of Elala as popularly
held”’ Search where you will,
you will always draw a blank.
We find it necessary to re-
peat that in all of Bell’s
five reports which we re-
produce in an appendix, he

has expressed only two views
on this site. First, the mound
Is ‘‘perhaps”’ the Dakkhina
Thupa, and secondly, that the
site of the Eiala Sohona would
therefore be in its nelgh-
bourhood. Paranavitana goes
into- raptures praising Bell,
his predecessor in office. The
pralse is no doubt justified,
but it is for what Bell has
not said.

On the contrary, Parana-
vitana does not seem to view
with favour, or accord the
same sort of praise to the
comments A. M. Hocart, an-
other of our former Arch.
aeological Commissioners, had
felt urged to make in this
matter. Hocart had pointed
out that ‘“‘even if it (Elala
Sohona) were taken to be
a stupa, it was not neces-
sarily opposed to the (po-
pular view that the mound
was the monument built to
commemorate Elara” (emph-
asis added). Paranavitana had
refuted this by saying, “‘Ho-
cart had not made a study
of the available topographi-
cal information”’.

To charge Hocart, who
Is known to have been Para-
navitana’s mentor in archa-
eology, with not knowing his
business is most unfortunate.
Paranavitana is certainly an
excellent scholar in his own
way, and a painstaking re-
searcher. But he is so sure
of himself and of his strange
hunches that he brooks no
criticism or correction. Two
of our former Archaeologi-
cal Commissioners, besides
Bell and Hocart, have criti-
cised or taken a contrary
view to Paranavitana, but he
had not offered them the
courtesy of a reply. He just
ignored them completely and
contemptuously. True scholar
ship naturally suffers.

R. H. de Silva, then an
Assistant Archaeological Com-
missioner, was one of them.
He dared to criticise Para-
navitana's views on the Dakk-
hina Thupa. De Siivas’s long
and carefully researched criti-
cism appeared in the Ceylon
Observer Sunday  Morning
edition of 24th March 1957,
It was prominently displayed
on a full page with head-
lines " “‘Dakkhina  Thupa—Not
Dutugemunu’s Tomb™ De Silva
had analysed the relevant parts
of Paranavitana’s reports time
by time and had succeeded in
upsetting Paranavitane’s concl-
usions. Being a qualified archa-
eologist, specially trained in the
chemical aspect, he took care
to test ‘‘the lumps of clay”
found at this site. He also
studied the reference in Sad-
dharmalankaraya and  other
literary sources and finally
decfared emphatically that the
evidence brought forward by
Paranavitana did not support
Paranavitana’s own conclus-

ion that the Dakkhina Thupa
was Dutugemunu’s tomb.

One important point de
Silva had stressed was that
nowhere in any of the lite-
rary sources do we find
mention of a thupa having
been built over Dutugemunu’s
cremation site, and Dutuge-
munu himself had never ex-
pressed a desire for such a
thupa, although Dutugemunu
is reported to have expressed
an unusual dying wish in the
following words: *‘In a place
where the Great Thupa may
be seen, in the malaka (bound-
ed about) for the ceremonial
acts of the brotherhood do
ye burn the body of me,
the servant of the broth-
erhood”’

The bereaved brotherhood
would have strictly followed
the king's injunctions. The
body of the dead king was
accordingly cremated In a
malaka of the Mahavihara,
and the place was renamed
Rajamalaka to commemorate
this event. Geiger had de-
fined malaka a space marked
off, und usually terraced,
within which sacred functions
were carried out. In the
Mahavihara there were thirty
two malakas.

The kammamalaka where
Dutugemunu’s  body  was
cremated could only have
been within the precincts of
the Mabavihara, for knowing
as we do the exceptional
nature of Dutugemunu’s ar-
dent wish to be identified
with the Sangha, it could not
have been otherwise. But the
Mahavamsa records that *the
body of the king was burnt
in the malaka ‘‘outside the
precincts of the Monastery’.
This is based on Geiger’s
rendering of the Pali term
nissima malaka.

Abaya Aryasingha in a re-
cent communication to the
press, differs from Geiger
and offers a likely alternative
translation for this term,
namely, a terrace rendered
unsuitable for - the approved
purpose. Since, he says, a
cremation was held (though
of a king) in this place, the
brotherhood of the bhikkus
must have surely ‘‘abandoned
this place and preferred some
other place to hold .sangha -
kammas. Naturally a cremat-
fon place forfeits its right
to be called a kammamalaka®’.

The Mahavamsa records
that after the cremation two
halls called Makutammutasaia
and Ravivitasala were built
at this site to commemorate
the attendance of the danc-
ing women and the other
loyal subjects who had as-
sembled there to vent thei-
sorrow. Aryasingha relates
that there was also 2 pavi -
lion “‘built over the site of
the cremation”, quoting
passage in the Mahabodhi-
vamsa Granthipada Vivaranaya.

(To be continued
next week)



@: Last November, when
you came to New Delhi for
the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting, Yyou
had agreed to consider the
demand by the Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF) for
ragional autonomy. At the
conclusion of the last round
of talk in Colombo last month
yeur Prime Minister said that
nothing more than the district
compcils would be possible-
How did this dramatic change
come about?

A: After my talks with
Gandhi and Mr. G. Parthasa-
rathi in Delhi, i had said I'd
summon an all-party confe-
rence to discuss the TULF
demands. | want a consensus
gt the conference. in my
party, in our parliament and
then a referendum because of
the past experience here,
Prime Ministers S. W. R- D.
Bandaranaike and Dudley Sena-
nayake had signed certain pacts
on their own to settle the
Tamil issue; The Bandaranaike
~Chelvanayakam = Pact.. and
the Senanayake — Cheivana-
yakam- Pact. They had
to tear them up. [ don’t
want to tear up anything,
Since my return from Delhi,
P’ve been discussing all the
proposals, | now find that
(&Qal and {ovnncial councils

are not acceptable here. My

Cabinet won't accept 'them,

my party won't accept, the
parliame nt won't accept, the

Party
and the
Maha Sangha (organisation of
the powerful Buddhist clergy)

Sai Lanka Freedom
(SLFP) won’t accept,

won’t accept them. What can
i do?

@Q; The TULF says you did
not assert yourself at the
round table conference. If you
thad said, “‘Look. We need to
solve this problem. We have
to settie it. 1'd like you to
agree to these proposals.’’
may be, a consensus would
have emerged-

A: The regionali and pro-
vincial councils are not accept-
able to anybody except the
TULF and their friends. How
can | say | want regional
councils when everybody Is
agalnst them? | have to get
the idea through my party,
the parliamentary group. |
have to draft legislation which
needs constitutional support
and a two-thirds majority.
Experts here teil me that we
may even need a referendum
for this. Unlike in India, we
have a unitary constitution.
We can’c give away powers.
Mr. Parthasarathi and the
TULF said it will be possible
through an amendment to the
constitution. But  apparently
that’s not so. Moreover, the
validity of any constitutional
changes has to be cleared by
our courts. Every act has to
passed by the courts here.
There are certain things for
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which ev2n a referendum s
not enough, It’s wrong to
say | can do anything | want
because | can’t. I'm not a
dictator. They say | can solve
this, but 1 can’t. ’'m stuck-
I'm a prisoner, not of any
particular group but a prisoner
of circumstances, iaw. consti-
tution, political parties, | can’t
throw my weight about and
say: Do this, do that, They
refuse to do it. Whatam |
to do? Nobody is more sorry
than |- | cannot, buy a flat or
by a gazette notification or
even by a passing a law, do
any of the things that the
TULF says will satisfy them.
It has to go to my party, follo-
wed by other things.

@: Has the round table
conference been able to do
anything?

A: Not yet. | want to
suggest certain things to the
TULF. | think under the dist-
rict councils scheme, they can
get four districts. Why can’t
they keep them separate?
Why do they want to get
them together! We could’t
give power and authority to
the councils because the Attor-
ney General sald we can’t
do it. Then finance took some
time. This time we sorted it
out. Why can’t they wait a
bit?

Q@: The TOLF 1s unaer

pressure.

A: 1 don’t accept that.
| feei the terrorists *won't
accept anything,
even
going on, why should

clared a cease fire?
@: Mr. A. Amirthalingam
says he is not optimistic any-

more about the talks yielding

any results.

A: Certainly not the kind
of results he want. It’s impo-
the regional

ssible to get
councils through my party.

Q: What about the pro-
that the
Muslims have suggested? That
be the middle
course compared to the ex-
treme postures adopted Wy
extremists and

vincial assemblies

appears to

the Tamiis
the Sinhalese.

A: Even if | ilke the idea,
it.
reacting to the
SLFP attitude. The SLFP is
even objecting to the grant-
to the

my party may not like

They are

ing of citizenship
so called Indian Tamils.

@: When are you granting

them the citizenship rights!
A:

next few months.

@: Do you accept that
Tamils have grievances in the

flrst place?

A
in Jaffna.

islang?

Otherwise
when the talks were
they
shoot? They could have de-

I'm asking the foreign
minister to draft the legislat-
ion. It will be ready in the

Well, they may have
But what are their
grievances in the rest of the

Q: No Tamil has become
the President or the Prime
Minister in this country so
far. They say they don't get
enough funds to develop
their areas. Their universities
are starved of funds. The
Jaffna boys find it difficult to
get into colleges because a
large mumber of seats are
allocated on a quota basis and
very few on merit.

A: But so do the Colombo
(Sinhalese boys, | don’t like
the quota system myself. But
the MPs from the backward
districts, including some
Tamils, insisted that unless
there is a quota system for
each district, students from
their areas can never hope to
compete with those from
Colombo and Jaffna.

@: Will you consider
restoring civic rights to Mrs
Sirimavo Bandaranaike so that
she can actively participate in
your efforts to solve the
Tamil problem?

A: | will consider it and
exercise my right to do so
at the proper time. But
her civic rights and her part’s
stand on the Tamil issue are
two separate issues- -She'll
never support the Tamils
demands even after she gets
her civic rights.

19th May 1984

Who’s afraid of India?

the councils who can be made
MPs through an amendment
to the constitution. The Pre-
sident can make these three
also ministers. Three district
ministers and three elected
chairmen who can be made
ministers to make a cabinet
of six ministers. It doesn’t
need any laws, does’nt need
going to the country and you
needn‘t get anybody’s sanct-
jon. I've asked for this six
week recess in the talks to
discuss this.

Q: There are suspicions
in India about your leasing
at the tank farm at Trinco-
malee to a consortium. The
Indian suspect the bona fides
of at least two of the three
firms comprising ' the ‘con-
sortium  which. they fear,
represent US interests.

A: The US navy won’t be
allowed to come to Trinco-
malee, No oil can be sold to
military institutions or ships.
We will ask the Indians also
to join the consortium. If the
Indians have fears about the
US navy coming to Trinco-
malee, I'm afraid | can’t help
it. Ifitis only a US firm
and military, what right have
you to object? We don't
object to your having agree-
ments with the USSR. We‘re
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Full text of

interview with President Jayewardene
by S. Venkat Narayan, senior editor of India Today

@: What are the salient
features of the district coun-
cils that you have in mind.

A: They will have some
form of local police. They
will be given funds for de-
velopment and they can con-
trol education. Regional
councils is a later possibility,
not now. The biggest handicap
is the distrust of the TULF
by the Sinhalese. The terror-
ists, they know, are for vio-
ence. If they can given it
up, we can taik. Otherwise,
we must fight them. They
think the TULF is humbug:
The TULF is with the terr-
orists. If Tamil Nadu wants
to invade us, the TULF is for
it. If you glve them provin-
cial or regional councils and
if they drop the Eelam (sepa-
rate state). it will be bogus.
They will use the regional
councils to get more. [f they
don’t win the elections to
those councils. the terrorists
wiil. So, what are you gaining?
I've suggested something else.
Let the district councils be
there for legistative functions;
We can set up a joint exe-
cutive, combining two or
three districts of s region.
It doesn’t need an amendment
to the constitution, The Pre-
sident can make anybody a
minister if he is an MP. There
will be three district mini-
sters_plus the chairman of

not Interested in the Indian’s
suspicions, their  shouting,
their sabre-rattling. We're
not worried about an invasion
by India. I’m not going to be
frightened by India. I'd rather
take my own decisions. We
can look after ourselves. |
don’t intend asking anybody
for any help. Fifteen miliion
peopie can't be subjugated.
We won't sacrifice our indi-
pendence. We'll guard our
shores, of course. Within the
country we can't successfully
resist an invasion by India or
any super power, it’s obvious
Nonviolently we can and we
will.

Q: Prime Minister Prema-
dase sald in your parliament
“even a big country like
India can’t bully us.” Is India
trying to bully you?

A: Yes, that’s what
are trying to do.

Q:

they

In what way?

A: Some people in Tamil
Nadu are saying; Invade Sri
Lanka. 1 know Mrs Gandhi
won’t do that. The Indian
government is saying: Don’t
enter into this pact or that.
But why shouldn’t [? Why
shouldn’t | have a treaty with
the NSA? Of course | won't,
but why should they tell me
(what 1 should or shouldn't
do?)

@: You’re only question-

ing India’s right to teli you-
so?

A: Yes. That goes against
my whole grain, what | learnt
from Mahatma Gandhi and -
others including Mrs Gandbli’s
own father. If they misunder-
stand it, it's their problem;
| can’t correct that. We are
not bullying the Tamils here.
We are net doing anything -
more to contro! terrorism in -
Jaffna than what Mrs Gandhi
is doing to controi terrorism
in Punjab. The last July riets.
here were political. We got
reports on it but we can’t

-say: You did this, he did that. .

But the way it happened, the
way It happened, the way It
was handled and from what
we heard, it wasn’t just cem-
munal frenzy. it was part of
a big plan to attack govern-
ment. We got over that.
I don,t think it will happen
again, not for a long time.
Two thousand people are to--
be charged for the . July ' Inci-
dents. ,

Q: Some people here have-
said that you should siga a
friendship treaty with a.
big country.

A: They won't doit. I'm
not for it anyway. The werst
india can do is to invade-
us. If they .invade. us, that
is the end of the Tamils in
ESSSSERNSS S S e

only guerilla warfare in the

north. Suppose it starts in

Colombo? You can’t stop

Punjab. Are you going to stop

the slaughter of the Tamils:

in Colombo? Shall | suggest

a solution? In 1920, Mahatma

Gandhi went to Calcutta and:

openly defied violence. If the -
TULF is sincere, that’s what
they should do. They must
say they're against violence.
Secondly, they must say they
are not for Eelam. If they
do, the Sinhalese attitude wrill
change completely. Why sheuld:
the TULF leaders run to India
all the time? Every time they
go to India our people get
angry. Today, the TULFs-
supporter is India, not the
Tamil masses here. Why de-
they think in" India that the
TULF represents the Tamils?
They have only one seat in-
the eastern province and in.
Trinco only 2 against our 10.
Why don’t you think we
represent the eastern pro-
vince? There are more Tamils
in otker perts of Sri Lanka
than in the north and the
east. Why do Indian leaders
talk to the TULF? What's
the TULF's authority to speak:
for the Tamils? Your central:
government thinks they are
talking to the leaders of the
Tamils. Which Tamil?

@: Some Sri Lankans seem
to feel that India may in-
vade this country.

A; Yes. Some pecple from
Tamil MNadu were planning

(Contipued on page 9)
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to march here after the
July riots.

@: An Indian -state can-
not invade another country.
The central government con-
trols the Indian armed forces.
Does your government share
this fear of an Indian inva-
sion?

A: | don't think they can
do it. But the Tamil ter-
rorists and their friends may
enter country illegally. We're
trying to prevent that.

Q: In the wake of the
last July riots, you had re-
portedly asked some coun-
tries for help. Which coun-
tries were they and what
help did you ask for?

A: We asked all the
countries as Mrs. Bandaranaike
did in 1971. We thought
that, ultimately, the attack
would be en the government.
We had information that
another insur gency was being
planned. First the insurgents
would get at the Sinhala
Tamils, second Sinhala Mu-
slims, then Buddhist Chris-
tians, then the Burghers
(descendents of the Dutch)
and then an attack on the
government. The documents
came into my hands. The
Janatha Vimukthi Perumana
(JVP) was planning all this.
We don’t know for sure if
any foreign power was in-
volved in it. The government
was to be attacked with the
help of dissidents in the
armed forces. But then we
came to know about this.
It didn’t work out. From
Monday till Friday, it gradu-
ally fizzled out. When your
foreign minister (P. V. Nara-
simha Rao) came here, he
was very worried. He said:
“‘We'll never invade you. We
favour  your - independence.
Please solve this (Tamil pro-
blem) quickly. You are an
elected president. Yours s
an elected government. We
have to preserve you and
your  government. Who'll
come in yeur place, we don't
know. But we don’t want
any body else except through
elections. Somehow, you
control it”’.

Q: But you
for India’s help?

A: Mrs. Bandaranaike too
didn’t when she faced an
insurgency in 1971. You see,
Indian help Is suspect In the
eyes of the Sri Lankan people.
In 1915, when there were
Sinhalese-Muslim riots here,
the British brought the Sikh
and Maratha ‘troops from
India. There was martial law.
The troops were very ruthless.
Anybody coming out of a
house was shot. They are
still feared here. We asked
these countries only for arms,
not troops. But nobody helped
us because they thought this
was an internal problem, a
racial problem.

Q: India thinks you de-
jiberately kept her out. She

didn’t ask

Who’s afraid...

- (Continued from page 8)

fears that if any big power
sends troops here, it can
create a security problem
for her.

A: We are net interésted
in Indian fears. We told this
to Mrs. Gandhi and your
high commissioner here. But
they don’'t accept what we
tell them. They accept only
what Amirthalingam tell them.

Q: Would your govern-
ment like to sign a treaty
with a big country?

A: Well, | don’t mind a
treat with any country: USSR
or even India. We have one
with the UK, 40 years old.
No base here or anything.
Just some help in case of

an attack, similar to the
Indo-Soviet treaty. | know
the whole situation. No

country in the world would
like India to be annoyed
with it. Because you’re 800
million people, a big market
for trade purposes. It isn't
just the British who are
shop-keepers. The Americans

are shop—keepers too! If
there’s an invasion of  Sri
Lanka by India, that will

solve the Tamil problem here
for good. There will be no
Tamils left here.

Q: What should India do
to ullay these fears of In-
vasion?

A: They should stop talk-
ing to Amirthalingam.

Q: Would you grant am-
nesty to the terrorists if
the Tamils accept a political
solution?

A: Yes> | told this to
Amirthalingam more than three
years . ago.

Q: Tell us about
coming visit to China.

A: We're going there to
make a pact (laughs)! Jokes
apart, | haven't been there
at all. That’s why I'm going.

@Q: What about your visit
to ‘the US in lJune?

A: | never paid an offi-
cial visit to the US so far.
| passed through Los Angeles
on my way to Cuba some
years ago. President Reagan
invited me to pay a state
visit, the last by a head of
state before the elections
there.

Q: How are your per-
sonal relations with Mrs.
Gandhi?

your

A: Very good. | want her
to know that I’'m doing
nothing more here than what
she’s doing in Punjab. She
doesn’t even meet Longowal
but I’m meeting Amirtha-
lingam all the time. He comes
home, we are very friendly.
But she meets Amirthalingam.
She shouldn’t meet him.

Q: Are you planning to
pass through New Delhi for
a chat with Mrs. Gandhi
either on your way to China
or the US or on your way
back from those countries?

A: Not really. She may
think I'm going to sign a
pact with Mr. Reagan!

can deny that

Saturday Revxew

THE BRAVE
PERFOMANCE
OF DUTY...

IN

“Died in the brave pre-
formance of duty’’ Is the
eloquent citation inscribed
on a fitting tribute to the
police officers who died in
the execution of their du-
ties. Impressive plaques and
shining brass plates adorn the
Police Headquarters and the
Officers’ Mess.

The gentleman | am refer-
ring to was NOT a police
officer. He was not even a
soldier ‘‘seeking the bubble
reputation even in the
cannon's mouth. He was
only a retired state officer
who, by dint of persever-
ance, Integrity and loyalty
had earned his promotion
as office assistant in the At-
torney-General’s Department.
Instead of enjoying his reti-
rement, he served the public
of laffna, holding a very
responsible  position as pu-
blic relations officer. Unfort-
unately, Fate with its my-
sterious and unrelenting plans
had decided otherwise. He
had attended to all his du-
ties with a sense of dedica-
tion and loyalty so that the
patients of a private nursing
home were not inconvenie-
nced.

The entire day was caught

in the throes of anguish,
uncertainty and fear. Con-
fusion inundated the town

and its suburbs with an ob-
noxious miasma of an unwhole-
some stench. People seemed to
quiver at the slightest sound.
Many tried to seek shelter
and protection.. Some, In
their humble homes concea-
led themseives and their
children behind almirahs in
the erroneous belief that
they would serve as impre-
gnable walls of a fortress.
Most of them lost their
appetite. Who can think of
food when their lives were
in imminent danger? Who
self—preser-
vation Is a man’s most pri-
mordial instinct? Bullets were
flying, some richochetting on
hard stone surfaces.

It was then that our hero
answered the call. As the
helplessly desperate escapees
tried to enter, he rus-

hed out of his house " to

@: What if she invites
you to visit her?

A: I'l send a minister
before | go.- A visit by a
head of state can be misun-
derstood. I'll be glad to go
if she asks me to.

Q: At 77, what's
secret of your health?

A: India.

Q: Why?

A: Because | try to follow
gautama, the Buddha, India’s
gratest son.

the

open the gate to allow them
ingress—unmindful of the
risk to his own life.

It is said that ‘‘true bra-
very proposes a just end,
measure the dangers and
meets the result with calm-
ness and unyielding deci-
sion”’. How many will do
this today? The 'great and
courageous man, conscious
of his obligation to God
and his fellowmen decided to
act. That was the true stamp

percilious manner, apparentiy
a hauteur for his ‘‘chivalry’’,
“Sorry’’, he mumbled. and
was off. He could not care
less.

Our hero’s supreme sacri-
fice is so emphatically sym-
bolic of what the Holy
Bible enunciates: “Greater
LOVE hath no man
than this, a man may
lay down his life for his
friends”’ (Gospel according
to St. John, Chapter 15.

by R. C. Thavarajah

of nobility which urged him
to do his duty—to save the
people from certain death.

He paid the price. Wri-
thing in pain, the undaun-
ted man assured his dau-
ghter  that it was only
one bullet and that there
was no cause for alarm. It
was a vain hope. The shock-
ing summons of death came
without even the slightest
ray of mercy. Mercifully, he
did not suffer much. The
steel—jacketted bullets have
at least one virtue. They
ensure the certanty of the
end.

‘“Who Is that man?’’—the
voice of a liveried minion
boomed rumbustiously. The
daughter did not forget her
manners. With eyes well-
ing with tears and her voice
almost stifled with unendu-
rable grief, she managed to
mutter, ‘‘He is my father’'.
The interrogator offered his
sympathies In the most su-

Verse No. 13.) He needs
no ornate monument or lau-
datory epitaph. The great
writer Washington Irving, so
aptly referred to as the
“First American Man of
Letters’’ or Father of Ame-
rican Literature’’ commented'
most appropriately: “There
is no remembrance of the

dead to which we turn
even from the charms of
the living. These we
would not exchange for the

song of pleasure or the bursts
of revelry’.

Our beloved hero will
always live because he taught

us not only HOW to live
but also how to die. 1
The name ol the wri-

ter, R.C. THAVARAJAH,
was inadvertently omitted
from the article ‘“A Lady
Without Identity’’ which
appeared on Page 3 of our
last issue. We apologise
for the omission.

Good old times

(Continued from page 4)

night in a2 Tamil friend’s
rural house in Nelliady.

In the 1960’s | have
made more frequent visits,
individually and in groups
and always stayed in a Tamil
home at Nallur - Kachcheri
Road.

The last visit | made to
Jaffna was in 1974, as a
Principal of a school at
Wattala with about 65 stu-
both girls and boys
and teachers, and our Tamil
friends gave all their help

dents,

during. out tour.

did | feel
and
was always received with
warmth and as one among
I have gone out with

At no time
that |1 was a stranger

them.
not only
other

my Jaffna friends

to Keerimalai and

places but also, on joy
rides fishing boats. | can
never forget those memora,

ble times.

But strange that today
we are artificially getting
far apart, and it pains me
that it is happening. Stili
| prefer to visit Jaffna and
meet friends and trave]
about. The prohibitive cost
of travel is no doubt a re-
tarding factor but the news
that we hear is more dis-

turbing.

Your letter is no doubt
an encouragement in this
direction. But what is the
guarantee that a stray bullet
may not put all your hopes
to an end.

E. A. Vaidyasekera.‘

Halloluwa.
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WHATS .IN A NAME?

[t is the “what’s in a
name?”’ item in the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW of 3lst March
that prompted me to write,
this article.

What is the difference
between a Sinhala'and a Tamil
name? Most of the names
of Sinhalese living in the
low country areas are of
Portuguese origin and the
names of most Hindu Tamils
are of Sanskrit origin. In the
case of ‘most of the Kand-
yans, it is the village names
they bear. Some have names

of Sankrit or Pali origin.
What is the difference
between a Sinhala and a

Tamil? It is the language he
speaks and the name he bears.
if- a Tamil can speak Sinhala
well and adopts a Sinhala name,
he will become a Sinhalese.
In the same way, a Sinhalese
will become a Tamil if he
can speak Tamil well and
adopts a Tamil name. It is
as simple as that.

It is the Tamils, a mino-
rity nationality living among
the Sinhalese, a2 majority nat-
fonalicty, who have been chang-
ing their names, getting them-
selves absorbed among the
Sinhalese and thereby losing
their separate identity and
helping to increase the Sin-
halese population many fold.
Perhaps, it may be said that
it Is natural. '

This name—changing game
has been going on in this
island for many centuries from
very early times. After the
8th century the Indlan in-
fluence on Sri Lanka was pre-
dominantly South Indian and
continued' to be so till the
arrival of the Portugese.

It is well-known that from
the time of the Chola Con-
quest . (1017-1070) there
thad been an influx of Bra-
hmins Pandarams and others
to Sri Lanka. A group of
these priests came to the
island from the Chola coun-
try in the reign of Bhuvaneka
Bahu | (1272-1284) of Dam-
badeniya, together with all
the paraphernalia, attendants,
craftsmen, etc., connected
with Hindu worship. They
were given by the king radala
or “mudali titles such as were
always given to' their main-
tenance. . These Immigrants
soon mixed with the indi-
geneous population and were
absorbed into the = govikula
caste. lc is also well-known
that certain castes other than
govikula among the Sinhalese
are the descendants of Tamils
who had come from: south
India between the |[3th and
18th centuries.

The Velakkaras

There were Tamil merce:
naries from India who were
hired - by the Sinhalese kings.
During the Polonnaruva period,
the Velakkaras or the Tamil
mercenaries remained a power-

ful force in Sri Lankan poli«
tics. They became so influen-
tial in Polonnoruva that, ac-
cording to a Tamil inscript-
ion of the reign of Vickra-
mabahu 1l (1116-1137), they
obtained contro! of the Temple
of the Tooth built by Vija-
bahu. The temple had been
placed in their custody by
no other than Maha Thera
Moggallana, the royal pre-
ceptor, at the general as-
sembly of Velakkaras who are
explicitly stated to be not
Buddhists, but Saivites. Who

are their descendants and
where are they now? They
have all become Sinhalese

with Sinhala names.

During the Kotte period,
the Sinhalese royalty got so
mixed up with the South
Indian Tamil royalty as to
make it difficult at times to
distinguish one from the other;
as examples, there were such

celebrities as Alaheswara Ala-

gakkonar, the founder of
Jayawardenapura, who pushed
back the armies of Ariya
Chakravarti of Jaffna, Sapu-
mal Kumaraya or Champaha
Perumal, the conqueror of
the northern kingdom, and
many others. It Is obvious
that with these princes many
of their followers would have
crossed over to the island.

When Rajasinghe | embraced
Saivism he encouraged the
entry of large members of
Saiva mendicants and many
of them found their way to
Udarata. It is said that one
Perumal who had come from
the Chola country played an
Important part Iin the state
affairs of Sitawaka and his
descendants, having embraced
Christianity, « later became
very powerful during the
Dutch and British periods,
and some of them, after
becoming Buddhists in later
times, wielded tremendous
influence  in the Sinhalese
society. :

Perumal, unlike other Hindu
Tamil names, is a pure Tamil
word. Many Perumals had
come to this island from the
mainland and their descen-
dants as Sinhalese  became
very powerful and influential
and some played important
roles in the making of the
history of this country at
different periods.

lc is said that Moratota

Dhammakkanda, the chief
monk of the Malwatte Vihara
from 1787-1811, was of

Brahmin descent.

All those priests and Pan-
darams who came during the
Sitawaka period merged into
the  B.adnisc population.

in the [7th and 18:h
centuries, the Pandarams had
become part and parcel of
the Kandyan nobility. it is
accepted that the strong in-
fluence of South Indian re-
ligious beliefs and practices
on Kandyan society was un-

doubtedly due to the absorpt-
ion of these immigrant groups.
It is a well-known fact that
the kovi-kula or “farmer
aristocracy’’ of the Kandyan
kingdom was not a homo-
geneous group but the result

‘of the fusion of several ele-

ments, both indigeneous and
foreign.

by T. SUBRAMANIAM

It needs to be mentioned
that the last four Kandyan
kings, who ruled under Sin-
halese names, belonged to
the Nayakkar dynasty.

A good many of the titles,
both  honorific and officlal,
that became popular during
the Kandyan period can be
ultimately traced to a South
Indian origin. Words like
“Mudali®” and “‘Adikaram”
(Adigar) were borrowed from
Tamil. - The Tamil word
**Muthal’’ means ““first’”’ end
also *‘capital’’. The chieftain
or the first citizen of a dist-
rict Is Mudali or  Mudaliar.
The first money, that is,
money put Initially into busi-
ness Is muthal or capital.

This word has acquired
many shades of meaning, con-
nected with head or top or
first. Mudianse is Mudali—
Vahanse. Vahans Is an honori.
fic title suggesting a high
sub caste in the govikula. Add
a prefix or suffix to the Tamil
Word ‘‘Mudali’’ and you get
a Sinhalese name, perhaps of
a sort of aristocratic origin.
Names such as Hettiarachchi,
Lokuhetti and Adihettl have
had much to do with the
word ‘‘Chetty"’.

8. S. Perera in ‘‘Some
observation on the study of
Sinhalese place—names’’ (The
Ceylon Historical Journal
Vol Il. 1963) states: *“'Tamil
place-names are found mostly
zlong the sea-coast and in
Anuradhapura, Chilaw, Putta-
lam discricts. Though there
are no Indigeneous Tamils
living along the South of Col-
ombo, the Tamil origin of
most of the present inhabita-
nts is evident from the fairly
large number of Tamil place -
names The ‘ge’ names of the
people, too, attest to their
Tamil origin. The word ‘Malai’
meaning in Tamil a mountain
or hili, 1s found even in the
central parts of the island.
These are found in literature
produced many centuries
before the opening up of
plantations and show that the
Tamil element in the com-
posjition of the Sinhalese
is far greater than is conceded.
Ranmalaya, Kotmale, Kilimale
are some of the examples’.
Now the Tamil place - names
are deliberazely being changed
into Sinhala names. Examples
are too numerous to be given
in a short article.

G. C. Mendis, in *“The
Early History of Ceylon”,
writes thus on the Tamil

contribution to Sri Lanka,
‘“Another stock of people
who helped to form the Sin-
halese race was the Dravi-
dians. There is no evidence
to show when they first came
to this Island, but they un
doubtedly came from the
earliest times onwards, whe-=
ther as invaders or as peace-
ful Immigrants. Most of them
gradually adopted the Sinha-
lese language as some of them
still do in some of the coastal
districts and were merged
in the Sinhalase population.
.es . It is difficult to gauge
the extent of Tamil biood
among the Sinhalese, but there
Is no doubt that it is consi-
derable. Otherwise, it Is diffi-
cult to explain why the Sinha.
lese language not only in its
vocabulary but aiso in its
structure, shows the influence
of Tamil so strongly, and why
the Sinhalese caste system s
so similar to the caste system
of South India.”

To understand the full im-
plications of what Dr. Mendis
has stated. it isnecessary that
one should know what has
been happening in some of
the coastal areas. The Tamils
who had settled in the coastal
area between Puttalam and
Negombo were converted to
the Roman Catholic religion
by the Portuguese and given
Portuguese names. Gradually
they have been absorbed Into
the Sinhalese population of
the area who are themselves
Roman Catholics with Portu-
guese names.

The Catholic clergy, an
eminent Catholic priest in

particular, played an import- '

ant role in this exercise. Most
of them in that area bearing
names such as Fernando,
Pieris and Costa were origi-
nally Tamil Hindus. Dom Fran-
cisco alias Velautha Perumal,
Dom Pedro alias lliya Peru-
mal, Dom Joao alias Viracutl,
Dom Gheronimo alias Nilacuti
and so many others were
Hindu prior to conversion
to Catholicism and absorption
into the Sinhalese community.
This is what the Cathol icre-

ligion hss done to the Tamils
of that area. There are some
villages there which still have
a Tamil popuiation because
they are Hindus.

Inspired by the past history
of name—changing, Mr. Tissa
Wijeyeratne, a former Ambas-
sador in France during Mrs.
Bandaranaike's Government,
propounded in an article
which appeared in the Cey-
lon Daily News some years
ago.  That the Sinhaputra
doctrine based on the Bhumi-
putra doctrine to Malaysia.
He advocated that instruction

to Tamil children in all
schools except in the Jaffna
peninsula  should be given

through the Sinhala language
so that In course of time
they might become Sinhalese.
Why he had left the peninsula
out nobody knnws. Perhaps
he may explain one day.

Once a minister of this
government said that if Amir-
thalingams become Amertha-
sekeras there w'll not be an
ethnic probiem. It is to stop
this dangerous process that
the Tamil people are asking
for regional autonomy so thet
in the areas with a predomi-
nantly Tamil - speaking popu-
lation they may be able to
preserve their separate iden-
tity, language, culture, etc,
That is really the essence of
the ethnic problem of this
island.

So, what’s in a name? The
nameboards of Tamil medical

» specialists and eminent physi-

cians and surgeons residing
in the fashionable quarters of
Colombo 7 and those of Tamil
attorneys—at-law  practising
at Hulftsdorf have been res
moved after the black July.

A person with a Sinhala
name belongs to the ruling
race and a person with a
Tamil name to a subject race,
notwithstanding all the pious
professions made from public
platforms and solemn declara-
tions inscribed in constitu-

- tional documents. This is the

stark, naked, brutal fact.

So what’s in a name? It is
a theme that deserves a vol-
ume and not a mere news-
paper article.

NVDAG's 5th A nniversary

The Non-Violent Direct
Action Group Is now a five—
year old baby. It was born
on 25th February 1979 at
the premises of the Kaithady
Hindu Orphanage. It has been
very active in Its commit-
ment since its inception and
has also earned a good name

for its service among the
Tamil-speaking people in the
country.

To mark the 5th anniver-
sary  celebrations of the
NVDAG, various programmes
were organised on 24ty znd
25th February.

On the first day, NVDAG
donated the scavenging labo-
urers attached to the Chava-

kachcheri Urban Council with
gum boots, gloves, apron and
other items.

On the second day, a shra-
madana campaign was organ-
ised at Kaithady, in which
75 members of the organi-
sation took part enthu.issti-
cally. A portion of land was
cleared for the construction
of a permanent secrecariat
for the NVDAG.

The other item on that
days programme included the
serving of lunch to 50 orphans
living at the Kaithady Hindu
Orphanage and a seminar
and meeting chaired by Mr.
V. S. Thurairajah, an activ st
of the NVDAG.
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SLOWLY .and .. steadily-
almost impereeptibly- the
Indian language press has
come into its own, dislodg-
ing the English language
press from the pre-eminent
position it enjoyed: for 150
years. This is not -to say that
English has been discarded.
No. It continues to be an
important’ and influential
language, the link language
between the Union and the
State Governments and the
official language of two of
the 22 states of India. In the
number of newspapers(3583)
and their circulation
(11,039,000), English comes
next to Hindi with 5329
newspapers and a circ ulation
of - 13,984,000.While - English
maintains itsimportant posi-
tion at the national level, its
position in the states has
been weakend considerably.
Generally  speaking, the
Indian language press till
1979 has recorded unprece-
dented improvements, quali-
tatively and quantitatively.
The Indian language news-
papers have gone ahead in
the number of newspapers
and circulation, and ' also
introduced improvements in
technology that would not
have been dreamt of a few
years ago. As against 20
daily newspapers, With a
circulation of . over . 100,000
in 1976,.today.__there are 31
dailies. While the combined
circulation of the 20 dailies,
in 1976, was 3.48 millions
today’s 31 dailies sell more
than three times the number
of copies.

English language journa-
lism, it may be mentioned, is
just over 200 years old-the
first newspaper having been
started by James Augustus
Hicky in 1780-and the Indian
language press just about 150
years old. The latter Wwas
started initially to counter
the rising influence of foreign
missionaries, and later under-
took the task of social reform
and, still later, of national
liberation from colonial rule.
Indeed, the language papers
played a notable part in the
fight for freedom, at a time
when quite a few of the
English newspapers played
the role of the collaborators-
The growth rate of newspa-
pers before independence
was pretty low, and the
mortality rate very high.
Not so since independence.

According to a  study
undertaken in 1883, the
English language, vernacular
newspapers,

Anglo-Vernacular  journals

then being published in,

India numbered 330 and;

their =~ circulation

and also the .
* Nav Bharat Times (circul-
‘ation: 310,708) the third
“Hlargest circulated daily in the
-country,

Was g
110,389. When India becameﬂ shed in 1950, sells more co-

free in 1947, newspapers of
varying periodicity numbered
around 2000. A count taken
in 1952, when the first press
commission was set up, sho-
wed there -were 330 daily
newspapers, 1189 weeklies
and 1733 periodicals. In
1971 there were 12,218 news-
papers, Wwith a circulation
of 29.6 million. By 1977 their
number had gone up to
14,531 with a circulation.
of 37.44 million. In 1981,
the totol number of newspa-
pers stood at 19,144 and
their circulation at SL.1
million copies.

The press commission, in
its report in 1953, had
anticipated that the rate of
growth of Indian language
newspapers would be much
faster than that of the
Eaglishlanguage newspapers.
Thishas in fact been so.For,
in 1960, there were only two
newspapers in India with

- 4 circulation of more than

50,000 and both these were
in English. Twenty Yyears
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pies than its sister publicati-
on, the Times of India
(Circulation: 285,984) esta-
blished in 1838. The Bom-
bay edition of the leading
English daily Indian Express
(circulation: 135,598) s
eclipsed by the Marathi
Loksatta (circulation: 230,
441). Similarly, Aryavarta
(circulation:  102,692), a
Hindi daily of Patna, sells
many more copies than its
sister publication Indian
Nation (56, 527). The same
is true of Pradeep (35,171)
and its sister publication in
English, the Searchlight (20,
390).

All this has been possible
because the rate of growth
has been much faster in the
languages than in English.
According to the Registrar
of Newspapers. for instances
the Hindi newspapers have
doubled their circulation sin-
ce 1972, and registered a
spectacularrise of three hun-
dred per cent during the
period between 1964 and

by
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later, in 1981, there were 32
newspapers with a circulation
of more than 100,000 and
above, amd of these 21
newspapers were in the
Indian languages. The three
largest circulated single edi-
tion newspapers are not in
English, but in Bengali and
Hindi. So spectacular has
been the growth of Indian
language newspapers  that,
quite a few English new-
spapers, with the exception
of The Hindu and The State-
sman, decided to bring out
editions inIndian languauges
-ie.,. The Pioneer, Tribune,

Searchlight,Leader. What is

more, the language editions
brought out by the common
ownership  units . have far
outstripped their older and
well-established English
language counterparts.

The Ananda Bazar Fairika,
the Bengali daily of Calcutta,
witha circulation of 416,514

sells more copies than the
three English dailies of
Calcutta, the Statesman,

Amrita Bazar Patrika and
The Telegraph, all put toge=
ther. The Punjad Kesari, a
Hindi daily of Jalandhar with
a circulation of 186,912, sells
more copies than the centen-
arian Tribune (circulation:
162,912), a regional paper
of national importance. The

although establi-

1981. In the Year 1981, the
circulation of all the Hindi
newspapers totalled 13.98
million, the increase in the
circulation of daily news-
papers alone being nearly 4
million copies. Today, there
are 407 daily newspapers in
Hindi published from all
parts of the country.Of these
onlyfourexisted before 1947.
The intensity and quality of
growth of not only Hindi
but also Bengali. Tamil and
Malayalamlanguage newspa-
pers has been: praticularly

impressive during the last

Dimensions

ation: 120,077) have also
emerged repidly in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan. Ma-
layalam language newspapers
of Kerala have had a pheno-
menal growth, unrivalled by
other languages, the Mala-
yala Manorama (circulation:
238,290) occupying the fo-
urth position in the language
newspapers of the country.
Kerala does not have a sin-
gle city of the size of metro-
politan cities. Yet it has re-
corded a phenomenal growth
The state can lay claim to
six language dailies with a
circulation of more than
100,000, four of them pub-
lished from provincial towns.

The Indian language news-
papers have built up impres-
sive circulations because of
the accent on local news, or
happenings in the neighbour-
hood and of dealing with
the local problems, not ade-
quately covered in the natio-
nal newspapers from the
metropolitan cities and towns
all withanurban bias. News-
papersin Kerala,for instance,
deal with the problems of
migrants to the Gulf coun-
tries and West Asia.Another
important factor has been
the use of local idiom, phra-
ses, puns, folktales, imagin-
ative layouts, inVestigative
reporting, a fresh style of
feature writing and eye-cat-
ching headlines. While many
of the language newspapers
set up news bureaux at De-
Thi for coverage at the natio-
nal level, they being closer
to the cultural ethos of the
people of different regions,
also cashed in on parochial
and linguistic chauvinism to
increase circulation.

y A truly remarkable featu-

one decade. As the Palekar; ire of the Indian language

Commission observed, gra-
dually, in areas outside the
metropolitan cities, the lan-
guage papers have generally
eclipsed every other English
paper issued from those are-
as. Even in the metropolitan
areas, they were spectacularly
successful. Sandhya Times,
an afternoon paper from
Delhi, attained a circulation
of about 100,000 within six
months of its appearance.
The Hindu of Madras (cir-
culation :150, 456) a regional
paper of nationalimportance,
has  been eclipsed by the
Daily Thanthi group of news-
papers with a total circulati-
on of nearly 300,000. The
proliferation of this group of
eight newspapers is a post-
independence phenomenon.
In the neighbouring state of
Andhra Pradesh, a newcom-
er, Eenadu,has suddenly em-
erged as a very powerful
chain. New Duniya (circul-

¥

Jnewspapers has been the ad-
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option by them of the tech-
nological advances for com-—
positing and printing, and
also modern management
techniques, for more effici-
ent distribution networks.
Even though The Hindu was
ahead of most others in ad-
opting the facsimile edition
technology, most of the well-
established newspapers in
English still use the hot me-
tal technology. It is the lan-
guage newspapersin Bengali,
Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil
and Urdu which have swit-
ched over to the cold type,
i. e., phototypesetting and
offset printing.The Malayala
Manorama has set up satelli-
te units for colour printing.

What is said above is true
not only of the daily news-
papersbut also of the perio-
dical press. The Malayala
Manorama =~ weekly  sells
565591. The Tamil weekly
Kumudum sells more than
560,646 copies as against a
mere 256,326 of the well-
entrenched Hlustrated Weekly
of India. Even Manohar
Kahanian sell 354,083 copies
One index of the popularity
of the language newspapers
is the advertisement tariffs.
The media, always choosy
about the selection of news-
papers for their campaigns,
are now opting for the
Indian language newspapers.

A remarkable feature of
the growth of the Indian
press during the last five
years has been the emerg-
ence of financial journalism
and a boom in magazines,
especially in English. These
came up suddenly during the
late seventies and have ad-
ded a new dimension to the
‘press, tapping a greatly un-
derexploited potential. Apart
from independent periodi-
cals, even the language
newspaper chains have star-
ted weeklies and fortnigh-
tlies. Of the 49 periodicals
with a circulation of 100,000
and above, as many as 38
are in Hindi and other lan-
guages. (INDIAN & FORE-
IGN REVIEW 29th February)

Words of Wisdom

“Airs of importance are
credentials of impotence.”

— Lavater

“How often the greatest
geniuses lie hidden in obscu-
rity.”

— Platus

“Itis equally an error to
believe all men or no man.”
— Seneca

“No system of philosophy,
no theory of science is more
than a single stone in the
ever growing pyramid of
truth.””

— J. M. Gibbon

“Men’s evil manners live
in brass, their Virtues we
write in water.”’

— Shakespeare

“Desire and anger drown
a man without water, burn
him without fire, kill him
without weapons, bind him
without ropes. They can de-
stroy even a wise man, The
consequenses of self indul-
gence are suicidal. Beware,
beware.”

—  Sri Swami Sivananda

“The politician who once
had to learn how to flatter
kings, has now to learn how
to fascinate, amuse, coax,
humbug, frighten or other-
wise strike the fancy of the
electorate.”

— Bernard Shaw
(Collected by Jupiter)
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THE ALLE

How shall we describe it ?

A crying shame; the height
of absurdity; bureaucracy. at
its blundering worst.

However it may be descri-
bed, the fact remains that a
Jaffna-based newspaper was
not able-to freely report on
one of the biggest and bizar-
re episode to take place in
Jaffna in recent history.

But the Colombo-based
newspapers were allowed to
go to town with it—with the
blessing of the Minister of
National Security, Mr.Lalith
Athulathmudali.

According to what was
published in these newspa-
pers, around 8 p. m. on
Thursday, 10th May, Mr.
Stanley:B. Allen. who was
working on a US-funded
water project at Point Pedro,
and his wife were abducted
from their house in Jaffna by
eigh -armed men and “taken
to an unknown destination.

The next morning, a note
was delivered at the office
of the Government Agent
of Jaffna, Mr. D. Nesiah, by
some youths.

About the same time, a
similar note (cyclostyled) was
celivered at the SATURDAY
REVIEW office but we were
not able to make any use of
it because of the censorship
rules.

According to the note,
the People’s Liberation
Army. the armed wing of
the [elam People's Revolu-
tionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF), one of the seve-
ral groups formingthe Liber-
ation Tiger Movement, clai-
med responsibility for the
kidnapping of the Allens

The EPRLF, according to
the note which was read out
to journalists by Mr. Athu-
lathmudali at a hurriedly
summoned press conference
on Saturday afternoon, de-
manded, the release of 20
‘“political prisoners’® and
Rs. 50 million in gold, all to
be dehvered to the Tamil
Nadu Government within a
72-hour deadline.endingat 12
noon on 14th May (Vesak
Day;.

Failure to meet the twin
demands, the note said,
would lead to the killing of
the Allens.

The “political prisoners’
whose release was demanded
were:

Fr. Singarayer.

Nirmala Nithianandan.

Arumugam Sathiyamoor-
thy (University student).

Sambandan Sivanandan
(Kokuvil).

Ponnusamy Sritharan
(Myliddy)

Rasathurai Selvamohan.
Thirunavukkarasu Sritharan
(Nallur).

Deivanayagam Pathinba-
nayagam alias Aiyah (Vavu-
niya).

Thirusethukavalar (Vavu-
niya).

Premahasan (Vavuniya).

S. Sivakolunthu (Mullai-
thiva)

Thirunavukkarasu Than-
anjayan (Mullaithivu).

Sivaganesalingam (Mullai-
thivu).

Vallipuram Gangatharam
(Mullaithivu).

Thaveethu
(Mullaithivu).

ThirunavukkarasuSooriya-
kumar (Mullaithivu).

Veerappan Arumugam
(Mullaithivu).

Dharmaraja(Thambuluvil).

Veerakkutti Shanmugana-
than (Batticaloa).

Sinnathamby Krishnarasa
(Batticaloa).

Jeevaratnam

Mr. Athulathmudali, at
another press conference on
Sunday, said that only 16 of
the 'ersons named were
still in custody and noted
that two of them, Fr.Singa-
rayer and Mrs. Nithianan-
dan did not want to be re-
leased because 'hey were in-
nocent of any crime.

Replying to a question as co
whether there would be no ne-
gotiations whatsoever, Mr.
Athulathmudali said, “I ne-
ver said I would not talk
with them. This is too seri-
ousand grave a matter. I
am willing to talk to anyone
purely as a matter of hum-
anitarian concern. Our pri-
mary concern is to see that
the lives of these two pers-
ons are safe.”

Mr. Athulathmudali also
said that Sri Lanka would
not turn the heat on the
abductors if they released
the hostages unharmed. “‘If
they release them unharmed

Saturday Review
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(Continued from Page 1)
all newspapers in Sri Lanka,
are hampering our style.

Only last week, both the
Government Agent and his

deputy were out of Jaffna
for several days, so that
copy sent for approval get
held up. It was with the
greatest difficulty that we
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then we will not actively
pursue them with vigour”.

The Minister said that it
was clear now that the plan
envisaged by the terrorists
originally on Friday could
not be carried out. The
Tamilnadu StateGovernment
was not willing to be invol-
ved. All 20 prisoners whose
release was being sought
were nor there and two of
them refused to be released.

““So now a stalemate situ-
ation has set in. Only those
holding the abducted couple
are in a position to break
that stalemate” he said.

After much speculation
about their possible hiding
place and their fate—and
several more press conferen-

ces where Mr. Athulathmu-

dali displayed his rhetorical
skills—the Allens were finally
released on Wednesday, 16th
May. They were “found” at
Bishop’s House in Jaffna
about 8. 30 p. m., that day.

Mr. Athulathmudali clai-
med that their release was a
triumph for world public
opinion. The EPRLF said it
was responding to the reque-
sts of the Indian Prime Mi-
nister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
and the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, Mr. M. G. Rama-
chandran.

Before their departure ‘to
the U.S , the couple gave an
interview to pressmen at the
American Centrein Colombo,

Among the questions asked
and the answers given were:

VACANCY
POSTOFACCOUNTANT

Vacancy exists for an
Accountant, full or part
qualified, who will take
charge of the Finance !
| Division and play an |
| active role in the manage- -
ment of the Company.
Prior experience in similar
capacily is an advantage.
Apply with complete bio—
! data before 2Ist May
1984,

Dynamic EngineeringLtd.,

43, Bankshall Street, .
Jaff a.

FAIR

You said they were not
terrorists. Was it a point you
made or what they told you?

They said they were not
terrorists but freedom figh-
ters. If they were terrorists,
they would have killed us in-
stead of releasing us.

Could you form an opinion
of the educational and intelle-
ctual level of your captors?

They seemed to us to be
very educated, They were
very knowledgeable about
world affairs and were flu-
ent in English.

How did they treat you
at the time of abduction?

They treated us very well.
They even brought ice for
my-wife when she was feel-
ing hot.

~ Were they rough with you?

- No, they were very gentle.

were ableto bring the paper
out on Saturday.

The special censorship, -

we understand, will continue
for some more time—because
the authorities seem to have
some fear of the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW!

On our part, there will be
no complete giving in to the
Censor. Within the rules,
we will continue to perform
our role as an independent
journal.

We wish to repeat what
we said in our expose of the
SUN’s DAMN LIE:
even a thousand Douglas
Liyanages (of 1962 coup
conspiracy fame) nor a thous-
and Lalith Athulathmudalis
(of Oxford and Havard fame)
can stop the truth of what is
happening in Jaffoa getting
out to the outside world.”

With best
compliments

VIJAYA
PRESS

OFFSET,
LETTER PRESS AND
COLOUR PRINTERS
55“'I, K.K.S. Road,

JAFFNA.
T’phone: 23045

HOME HNANCE LID.
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Water Pumps

*

Bicycles
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Branch Office

Home Finance Ltd.

JAFFNA.
'Phone: 24310

Y An Institution with an Assured Future
% _ Provides Facilities for a better living
Provides a Luxury Bus Service to Colombo

Offers beautifully constructed self contained
houses on Easy Terms

Gives on attractive Hire-Purchase Terms

Agents for Pugoda Textiles

No. 82, Kannathiddy Road.,

Head Office

Home Finance Litd.
No. 463, Galle Road,
COLOMBO 3
’Phone: 158990
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