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The Salt of the Earth

There is the story of an editor of a small news-
S paper in the “wild West” in America who was one day
itting in his swivel chair, sucking his pipe and musing
" pleasantly of life. Suddenly, a bullet crashed through the
“window and embedded itself in the wall in the back of
‘his head. A happy smile lit up the editor’s face. “Ah”,
, he said complacently, T know that column of ours yes-
terday was going to be a success”. «

We would have preferred to bow to tradition and
not bring in a tone of seeming levity into the edito.
rial comments of the inaugural issue of SATURDAY
REVIEW - in what should probably be a ponderous,
pompous, unilateral declaration of the paper’s inten-
tions. But levity or no levity, we have also to bow to
a certain popular view from Colombo that . does not
exclude such “wild West” scenarios happening in - the
“wild North” of Jaffna. That is a pity, because the
issue is not one of violence; violence is not a pleasant
happening anywhere, nor is it anyone’s exclusive pre-
occupation.  Violence takes various forms - violence to
Truth, violence by speech, violence by political design,
violenee by the gun, the knife and the sword. The
issue is really one of mental approaches and one’s
! individual preferences for mental images. We often believe
¥ what we choose to believe.

' One of the saddest facts of contemporary Sri Lankan

““ life is that the habit of rational logical thinking on

3 public issues, particularly in relation to Sinhala-Tamil

relations, has almost ceased to exist; except in the

case of a minority of men, who are prepared to carry

i the Cross, say it and be damned, branded as eccen-
= trics or anti-nationals, or both.

' The Tamils in Sri Lanka had over the past twenty
. | six years gone through the gory experience of being at
& the receiving end of spasms of mob violence, with
¢ more than two generations carrying the scars with
 them yet. But yet mob violence recedes into compa-
rative insignificance when looked at against the mob
thinking of the human mind; a trait surprisingly
present among men who are otherwise decent, respect-
able, educated, holding high positions in life, profess-
ionals, journalists, academics,... What had gone wrong
with them? Some of them show surprising clarity of
thought, a great liberalism of outlook, sound common
sense, clean values on all matters EXCEPT on the
2md question of Sinhala-Tamil relations!
How does one explain this phenomenon? How did
the mental block occur? Successive politicians both in
8 and out of power, had certainly laid the foundations
& for it, and continued to build on them. But the more
{ damaging development was the crumbling of the mass
1 media, which along with an independent and fearless
Judiciary constitutes the bulwarks against the erosion
= | of free thinking in "any democratic society. This is
8| where the SATURDAY REVIEW comes in.

As far back as 1796, Coleridge wrote: ‘““In an en-
slaved State the Rulers from and supply the opinions

is distinguished for it is the power by which Despotism
is begun and continued...” The SATURDAY REVIEW’s
primary function will be to encourage its readers to thiuk
straight, form their own opinions; not to shy away from
Truth even when it is unpleasant; to be steadfast in their
convictions and be proud of them, even if they find them-
selves in a small minority. Such men are the salt of the
earth, and in them lies the hope of preserving the saniy
of the nation, the decencies of life, and the character of

a people.

of the People. This is the mark by which Despotism
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had ensued.

during the attack.

Workers, Security men clash

® There was a severe clash between the security guards
and the workers at the K. K. S. Cement Factory’s 3rd stage
work site, on the night of 25th January. :

According to reports, security guards had attacked the
workers round about eight O’clock that night and a melee

Round about eleven that night the work site’s lights
were cut off and under cover of darkness elements from a
near-by camp had joined in a concerted attack on the
workers which lasted quite some time, workers allege.

Reports say that several workers ,were seriously injured

Cement
Factory

or

Death

Factory?

Seven workers dead, two paralysed for life, one b.linded in
several others permanently injured. This is the grisly

K. Neelamegan

R. Jeganathan

Victims of a double tragedy

one eye,
record of the

Kankesanthurai Cement Factory’s third stage work site since work started
on it a little over one and a half years ago, in

The latest victim, N. Loga-
nathan, 21, of Karaveddy died
on the spot on 19th January,
when the loader in which he
and fellow workers were trans-
porting limestone from the
quarry, overturned. K. Arud-
piragasam, 21, of Karaveddy
and A. Sittamparanathan, 60,
of Kankesanthurai have been
hospitalised with serious in-
juries.

On December 10, 1981, K.
Neelamegan, 18, of Kankesan-
thurai and R. Jeganathan, 29,
of Ariyalai died when the cable
of a hoist with no handrails,
snapped, sending them hurt-
ling to the ground from 180
feet up.

Neelamegan died instantan-
eously while Jeganathan died
half an hour later before he
could be rushed to hospital.

Workers say the frequent
accidents, including the fatal
ones, are taken for granted by
the management who have
done nothing to prevent them
happening again and again.

The workers view the pro-
ject manager as their arch-—
enemy. They allege that he
was brought down here from
the Puttalam Cement Factory
for the express purpose of
squeezing the maximum out

of the workers, regardless of
human cost, so that construct-
ion will be over by April this
year as scheduled.

The 5000strong labour force
has been supplied by the Job

bank and Rural Development

societies. Since the men are
hired as casual workers, they
have no Union, nor even a
welfare organisation, to collect
money to help the victim’s
family with the funeral expen-
ses. :

To this day not a single cent
has been paid as compensat-
ion by the Corporation, work-
ers say. :

They allege that if a worker
dares to protest, some excuse
will be fabricated to - fire him
or he can be found guilty of
‘slacking’ during the twelve

hour = shift. This offence
carries a fine of up to
Rs. 1,000/-.

The management has so
terrorised the place, according
to the workers, that when a
worker dies at the site in an
accident fellow workers are
chased back to their posts
even while the mangled body
is still warm.

- The workers’ spokesmen
claim that all the deaths occur-
ed due to poor scaffolding,
faulty machinery, no proper
insulation of the electricity
supply, and absence of per-

May 1980.

iodic checks on machinery and

equipment. All this stems,
they allege, from the absolute

callousness of the'management

which forces the workers to

take unnecessary risks when it

1is fully aware of the short-

comings but has done nothing

to remedy them.

It is learnt that Lanka
Cement Limited will eventu-
ally take over the plant, in-
stalled at a cost of Rs. 720
million. The Cement Corpor-
ation will hold 51 percent of
the shares in the Company
while the balance will pass on
to private share holders. Ty-
coon Upali Wijewardana is
heavily tipped to be the maj-
or partner of the Government
in thds joint venture,

Protest Fast

Ten members of the
LANKA TRADE UNION
EEDERATION, including the
Public Service Trade Union’s
President L. A, AMARA
DASA, fasted for three days
at the Federation’s Office,
Hospital Road, Jaffna, de-
manding that government ser-
vants sacked for taking part
in the July 1980 General
Strike be reinstated.
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Being Singapore’s one-man

Opposition is no fun

It’s no fun being a one-men
oppsition anywhere, but especi-
ally - so in Singapore where
the r.ling People’s Action
Party argues that opposition
politics is ‘time -wasting and
destructive.

PAP is determined to make
life as tough as posible for
Mr. J.B. Jeyaretnam, the one-
man Opposition in Singapore’s
parliament.

Since 1966 there had been
no opposition member in Sin-
gapore’s parliament till Jeya-
retnam’s upset win over PAP
candidate Pang Kim Him in
the Anson by-election held in
late October 1981.

The seat fell vacant when
the sitting member Mr. Devan
Nair was elevated to the piesi-
dency.

In the by—eletion, Mr. Jeya-
retnam, a 55-year old lawyer
and Secretary-General of the
Worker’s Party won by 653
votes.

A triumphant Jeyaretnam
declared ‘I’ m going to make
the fact of oppostiion felt. I'm
not going to be lost among
the PAP members.”

Jeyaretnam wanted a radical
change in seating arrange-
ments in parliament (the cham-
ber to be divided in half —
with 74 government MPS one
one side and him on the other)
and an office in parliament
where he could meet members

J. B. Jeyaratnam

of the public and conduct
political business. “In other
words, the government must
give official recognition to an

opposition  in parliament,”
Jeyaretnam said.

The government’s response
was a brusque ‘no’. His re-
quest for a radical change in
seating arrangements was flatly
rejected. As for an office, he
was told he could use a room
in parliament to meet mem-

_bers of the public but could

not have an office for his
exclusive use.

These are not the only road-
biocks the government has
set up: a statement from the
Prime Minister’s. Office said
Jeyaretnam  would not be

appointed adviser to six grass-

roots organisations in Anson,
as is normal practice with the
sitting MP. The statement
said “The grassroots organi-
sations are government agen-
cies and advisers are chosen
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for their commitment to go-
vernment policies.”

Jeyaretmam retorted ““I intend
to get on a commitfee that
will represent the residents
and not the Prime Minister*
“He’s planning to set up his
own volunteer grassroots or-
ganisation in Anson which he
will try to transform into an
elective body.

Jeyaretnam has also comp-
lained that in his constituency
he has run into ‘lots of little
niggling difficulties’ put in his
way by the government. He
says working conditions for
him and his helpers in Anson
are ‘not very comfortable.” He
alleged that “every time 1 go
for my meet-the-people sess-
ions there are Internal Security
Department detectives hanging
around.”

Jeyaretnam’s troubles did not
end there. When he made his
maiden speech in parliament,
dealing with the second reading
of the amendment to a bill on
prevention of corruption, Jeya-
retnam charged that the ruling
party had made improper and
corrupt use of facilities and
services paid for by public
funds. This triggered off a
row, with Prime Minister Lee
Kuan Yew himself wading into
Jeyaretnam with a two—fisted
attack. According to a diplo-
mat in the galleries, Jeyaret-
nam suffered a ‘technical
knock out.’

ROW WITH LEE

Jeyaretnam questioned the
terms and conditions under
which PAP used state land
for its headquarters in Napier
Road, and the alleged use by
Lee of police vehicles and
personnel in the December
1980 general election campaign.

Lee challenged Jeyaretnam
to substantiate the first charge.
The opposition loner said
somewhat lamely, amidst a
chorus of jeers and groans

from PAP MPs, it was the
subject of ‘“rumours circula-
ted around town.” Pressed on
his second aliegation, Jeyaret-
nam agreed he could see that
i) made no difference whether
the Prime Minister used police
transport in elections or was
simply accompanied by police
vehicles.

-Lee offered to appoint a
commissioniof inquiry to probe
both charges but Jeyarcinam
didn’t accept the offer. Some
what self-righteously Lee went

had established a reputation
for integrity since it came into
office in 1959 and he wouldat’
tolerate innuendoes and im-
sinuations: “two allcgations
have been made of miscon-
duct. I offer an open forum
for all details. Instead I have
an unseemly, disgusting, wrigg-
ling retreat!”’

After his by-election victory,
Jeyaretnam announced  he
wanted to work closely with
other opposition parties whose
support had partly helped him
to win, and to build his party
into one with a mass base.

The question is whether the
government, apart from giving
Jeyaretnam a torrid time in
Parliament, will permit an
opposition group — has been
taken into custody under the
Internal Security Act. The
charge? Plotting to overthrow
the gcvernment. Sounds a fami-
liar refrain, doesn’t it?

How long Jeyaretnam will
be allowed to function as a
one-man opposition is a moot
point. PAP’s track record is
not very re-assuring, to put
it mildly.

Lee’s reference to ‘obstre-
perous’ opposition and a
recent statement made by him
to party workers are perhaps
ominous pointers to coming
events. Said he “There is a vast
difference between the benefits
of good government and the
amusement of parliamentary
theatre.”

Jeyaretnam had better waich
his step.

e c——
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No, your eyes aren’t plaving
any tricks: it is a paleface (see
picture left) with a santhane
pottu on his forehcad. None
other than Mr. G. Burkett, the
Mayor of Stirling in Western
Australia.

His initiation — the sprink-
ling of fragrant pannier, the
cool touch of sandalwood
paste on the forechead — was
part of the official opening of
Tamil House in Brisbano
Street, Perth.

Having gone through these
rites, Mr. Burkett became one
of a group of 85 families in
the Tamil Association of Wes-
tern Australia, who are interes-
ted in Tamil culture.

These members - some from
Sri Lanka, Singapore, Malaysia
and Britain — gave lavishly of
their time and money to reno-
vate the House they boughy
from the Polish Association.

lussie Mayor, Iamil iver

The House was formally
opened by the Deputy Premier,
Mr. Ray O’Connor.

Congratulating the Tamil
Association on  its foresight
which benefits the whole com-
munity, the Deputy Premier
said there were nearly 5000
Tamils in Western Australia,
some witn high qualifications
and none_ without a job.

Both Mr. - €Connor 'and
Mr. Burkett congratulated the
organisers of classes to teach
Tamil culture to Tamil and
white children. Six ladies
teach them the Tamil langu-
age every ‘Sunday. One of the
teachers, Mrs. J. Ponnuthurai,
says that many of the child-
ren following classes are
Australians.

well in
aré a-

Children who do
the language classes
warded trophies.

The ]éffna Campus Scene

Onwards, Public- Spirited
Undergrads:

Hardly anyone has a good
word for undergraduates these
days: the mass media, egged
on by the Establlshment,
carries on a systematic cam-
paign of vilification against
them and a conditioned public
laps it up. Of course there
aré¢ black sheep (and ewes)
among them, as in society.
But that hardly justifies the
media hacks taking pot shots
at’ the whole undergraduate
community.

It’s pleasant, therefore, to
focus the spotlight on the
undergraduates of the Univer-
sity of Jaffna who fanned out
to every nook and cornmer of
the Jaffna Peninsula, trudging
from house to house, all for
a common cause — the restor-
ation of the Jaffna Public
Library. In just two days — the
time span they set themselves—
they collected well over Rs. 2
lakhs, apert from donations
of books. A record by any
standards and what made it
possible -- apart, of course,
from the enthusiastic and ge-
nerous public response -- was
superb organisation. Nearly

- 2000 students took part and
they ' were divided into about
125 groups which in turn were
sub-divided into groups of 5-7
cach. This minute attention
to detail was the secret of
success.

This is not the first time
that Jaffna undergrads have

shown their devotion to a
publie cause. When Batticaloa
was battered by a ferocious
cyclone, Jaffna University un-
dergrads went round Jaffna.
collecting food, clothing and

even cadjans: their relief op-

erations were highly apprecia-
ted by :the victims.

The Student’s Union has
decided - wisely - to use the
money they have collected to
buy books for the Public
Library. A 9-member Book
Selection Committee has been
set up: it includes the Univer-
sity Librarian and the Public
Librarian.

WINS IN A CANTER

Knowledgeable book-makers
redicted a photo-finish in the
vice - Chancellorship  stakes,
which was a straight fight
(the third aspirant for the
post was a non-starter) between
the outgoing Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. S. Vithiananthan, and
Prof. V. Tharmaratnam, Dean
of the Faculty of Science. But
as things turned out, Prof.
Vithiananthan won in a canter.
He will hold office for three
years.

RE-NOMINATED

The outgoing = University
Council, at its last meeting, re-
nominated all the Heads of
Depts. of the Faculties of
Arts, Science and Medicine,
on the recommendation of the
Vice-Chancellor, for a three-
year term. :

-

Undergrads burn White Paper

About 2,000 undergraduates of the University of Jaffna
boycotted lectures on 25 January and staged a protest
against the White Paper on Education.
the march. Student Council leader K. N. Rajanayagam
made a ceremonial bonfire of a copy of the White Paper.

Police and Army personnel were conspicuously absent
from the scene and the demonstration ended peaccfully.

Act the end of
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The last fast of Mohandas Gandhi’s life began at 11.55 on
the morning of Tuesday, 13 January. As all his days that
chilly winter had, that one hiid begun with a pre-dawn prayer.
“The path to God,* Gandhi had sung in the darkness of his un-
heated room, ‘is for the brave, not cowards.’

At 10.30 he ate a final meal: two chapatis, an apple, sixteen
ounces of goat’s milk, and three grapeiruit soctions. When he
had finished, an impromptu religious service in the garden of
Birla House marked the formal beginning of his fast. Only a
few close friends and the members of his community were there:
Manu, whose straw pallet was still stretched out each night be-
side his on the floor of Birla House; Abha, another great-niece
who was his second ‘walking-stick’; his secretary, Pyarelal Na-
yar, and Nayar's sister, Sushila, the doctor who would care for
Gandhi during the fast; his spiritual heir, Jawaharlal Nehru.
The service ended with Sushila singing the Christian hymn whose
words had never ceased to move Gandhi since he |ad heard
them for the first time on the veldt of South Africa: ‘When 1

survey the Wondrous CroSs. oo

| he face, frozen in the still Serenity of death

Seven hundred miles from the capital of India, in the white-
washed shed in which barely ten weeks earlier they had inaugu-
rated the new offices of their Hindu Rashira newspaper, two
men stood transfixed before the glass window of a teletype
machine. The flow of urgent bulletins pouring from their tele-
printer would alter irrevocable the destinies of Nathuram Gedse
and arayan Apte. They announced the beginning of Gandat's
fast and the conditions he'd set for ending it. One of them cat-
alysed the virulent emotions of the two Hindu zealots and thrust
them on the road to a crime that would horrify the world. It
was Gandhi’s demand for the payment of Pakistan’s 550 million
Tupees.

Nathuram Godse paled. It was political blackmail. The
man for whom he had once gone to jail and whom he now
loathed with such intensity was trying to ccerce India’s govern-
ment into surrendering to the Moslem rapists and murderers.
Like Apte, like all the other Hindu fanatics of Poona, Godse
had often proclaimed it would be a blessing if Gandhi were for-
cibly removed from the Indirn political scene. His words, as
theirs, had been nothing more than the ravings of a political
fanatic. :

Godse turned to Apte. All his grandiose plans for guerrilla
campaigns in Hyderabad, for killing Jinnah, were ‘sideshows’, he
said. Only one act should concern them now. They must con-
ceatrate all their energies, all their resources, on one supreme
objective. “We must kill Gandhi,’ Godse declared..........

From the Hindu Rdshtra, the four men Godse, Apte,‘ Kar- -

kare and Madanlal Pahwa went to the home of the arms peddler
who walked about Bombay Province disguised as a sadhu. Like
a jeweller laying out his earrings and necklaces on his black vel-
vet cloth, Digamber Badge set on to a rug on his floor the
choicest items in his armoury. He had everything except the
most vital tool of all-an easily concealable automatic pistol.
They made a selection of hand-grenades, detonators and high

_explosives. Apte asked them all to meet him after dark on

Wedpesday, 14 January, in the office of the Hindu Mahasabha
in Dadar, a working-class quarter of Bombay. Then they dis-
creetly slipped off into the night. .. .. : SR
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The last day in the life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
began as all his days since South Africa, by his praying in the
dark reaches before the dawn. Cross-legged on his pallet, his
back to a cold marble wall, he and the members of his curious
little company chanted together for the last time the verses of
the celestial song of Hinduism, theBhagavad Gita. For this Fri-
day the'r morning recitation comprised the first and second of
the Gira's eighteen dialogues. Gandhi’s high, soft voice blended
with those of his followers singing out the familiar stanzas.

For certain is death for the born
and certain is birth for the dead:
T herefore over the inevitable
Thou shouldst not grieve.

When the prayer was over, Manu led Gandhi into the spare
room in which he worked. He dreamed of walking to Pakistan
but he was not yet strong enough to move from one room to
another unaided. Sitting down at the truncated table that served
as his writing -desk, he told Manu he wanted her to chant for
him throughout the day two lines of a hymn. ‘Whether tired
or not, O man, do not take rest!*

As they had agreed the evening before, Apte and Karkare re-
turned to Retiring Room Number Six at the O!d Delhi railroad
station shortly after 7 a. m. to find Godse already awake.

For two hours we were sitting together in the room
(the story as related by Karkare later) having chats, drinking
tea and coffee together. We were joking, talking, discuss-
ing. Then we started getting serious. The reasons for this
seriousness was that, although Nathuram had decided to
kill Gandhiji that day in the evening, we still had no id:a
at all how he was going to do it.

Accordingly, we had to find a plan. We imagined that
after the bomb explosion of the 20th, the place around
Gandhiji at Birla House would be heavily guarded and it
would be difficult for us to get an entrance. Probably the
people going to the prayer meeting would be searched for
arms and so we knew we must find the safe, sure way to
get the gun in and do the deed.

We discussed for some time and then Nathuram had
this idea. We would go into the street and buy froma
photographer one of those old-style cameras on a tripod
with a black hood under which the photographer works.
We would conceal the pistol inside the base of the camera.
Nathuram would set his camera before the microphone
where Gandhi would be speaking. He would put the hood
over his head, take out the pistol and while Gandhiji was
taking, shoot him from under the concealment of the hood.

Accordingly, we went down into the street in search of
_a photographer whose camera we might buy. We found
one near the station, but after we studied him for a while,
Apte announced it was a bad idea. He said nobody used
cameras like that any more, and anyone going to Gandhiji’s
prayer meeting to take his pictuie would use a small German

or American camera.

We went back to the Retiring Room to think of some
other idea. Someone suggested we take a burga, the gar-
ment that is generally used by .‘oslem women to move
about in the streets. There were many Moslem women
coming to Gandhiji’s prayers in those times because he was
he was their saviour. In addition, the women were usually
closest to him, so that way Nathuram could get in for a
close shot. We were very excited by this idea. We went to
this bazaar and purchased a burqa, the biggest one we
could find. We brought it back to the Retiring Room.

When Nathuram put it on, he found out instantly that
the idea would not work at all. The folds kept getting in
the way and hindering him. ‘I will never be able to take
out the pistol,” he said, ‘I will be caught in this woman’s
dress to my eternal shame without having killed Gandhiji.’

So now we had to think of some other idea. We had *

- wasted most of our morning on bad ideas: We had only
six hours left before the time of the killing and we still did
not have our plan. Finally, Apte said: ‘Well, Nathuram,
sometimes the simplest things are the best.’ He said we
should dress Nathuram in a kind of greyish military suit
very much used by the people at that time. It had a loose

. shirt which hung at the sides of the pants which would
cover the bulk of the pistol on his hip. Somewhat in d=s-
pair, we decided that was our best idea. Accordingly, we
returned to the bazaar and purchased this outfit for Nathu-

ram.
. (Continued next page)
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Then we went back to the street of the eameraman we
had seen earlier in the morning, and whosc camera we had
contemplated buying. There we made the overwhelmingly
stupid, amateurish and sentimental gesture of having &
picture taken.

We returned to the room to relax and decide on our
plan. Nathuram would go first to Birla House, and Apte
and I would follow. When the time for the deed had come,
one of us would stand on each side of Nathuram. In that
way, if anyone tried to interfere with his shooting, we might
stop them and Nathuram would have time to take ca'reful
aim before shooting. 1t was by then time to vacate the
Retiring Room according to the rules of that place. Nathu-
ram took out the pistol. He carefully put seven bullets in-
side. Then he placed it on his hip and we left. ...

To our relief and surprise (Karkare remembered)., we
found thc entrance of Birla House posed no problem at all.
The guard had been increased, but no one was searching
the crowd coming in for weapons. We were relieved.
We knew then Nathuram had made his entrance safely.
We walked out to the garden and there we saw Nathu-
ram mingling with the crowds. He seemed compesed and
good-spirited. We of course, did not speak to one anuther.
The crowd was scattered around the lawn. As five o’clock
and the time for the prayers grew near, the people began to
move tcgther. We fook our places on either side of Nathu-
ram. We did not speak or glance at him so as not to reveal
our secret. He was so much in himself, he secmed to have
forgotten us, to have torgotten we were there.

Our plan was to kill Gandhi after he had sat down on
the little prayer meeting platform facing the crowd. To do
it,-we stationed ourselves at the outer rim of the crowd to-
wards the right as we faced the platform. It would mean
an accurate shot of about thirty-five feet. Sizing up the dis-
tance I silently wondered ‘Can Nathuram do it?” He was
not an experienced or particularly good shot. Will he be
nervous and lose his aim, I wondered? I glanced at Nathu-
ram. He was staring straight ahead, seemingly calm, all
wrapped up in himself. I glanced at my watch. Gandhiji
was coming late. I began to wonder why. I was a bit

Nervous. .. ...
P e e e S

I turned. Nathuram, too, made a half turn to the right.
Suddenly, we saw a parting in the people and coming
straight towards us through that little voluntary path tn the
crowd was Gandhiji. Nathuram’s hands were in his pockets.
He took out one hand, his free hand. He kept the hand in
which he had hidden his weapon in his pocket. He flicked
off the safety catch of the automatic.

In a flash he had made the calculation: ‘now is the
time to kill him.” He knew he had becen given a providential
opportunity, far greater than the chance he would have had
if Gandhiji had been seated on the prayer platform. He
knew he needed to take only two steps to the edge of the
little human corridor. Two steps. Three seconds. Then the
killing would be easy, a mechanical thing. What was diffi-
cult was driving himself to the act of will to start the action,
to take one step that made the Killing inevitable..... ...

Manu saw him ‘a stout young man in khaki dress’ taking
that step. It brought him through the last ranks of people to the
edge of the parting in the crowd through which their cortege was
moving. ;

Karkare’s eyes were on Nathuram. “He took the pistol from
his pocket and passed it between his palms. He had decided to
make obeisance to Gandhi for whatever useful service he had
rendered his country. When Gandhi was only three strides from
us, Nathuram stepped into the corridor. He had the pistol con-

- cealed between his hands. He bowed slowly from the waist, and

he said to him:* Namaste Gandhiji.” '

Manu thought he wanted to kiss Gandhi’s feet. Gently, she
extended an arm to motion him away. ‘Brother,” she murmured,
‘Bapu is already ten minutes late.’

At that instant Nathuram’s left arm shot out, thrusting her
brutally aside. The black Beretta pistol lay exposed in his right
hand. Nathuram pulled the trigger three times. Three sharp re-
ports shattered the stillness of the prayer ground. Nathuram
Godse had not failed. All three rounds tore into the chest of
the siender figure advancing towards him.

Manu, groping to recover the spittoon and notebook Nathu-
ram had knocked from her hands, heard the shots. She looked
up. Hands clasped in greeting, her beloved Bapu seemed to be

~

Seated, left to right, Narayan Apte, 34-hanged; Veer Suvarkar—

acquitted; Nathuram Godse, 39, the killer, a fanatic newspaper-

man — hanged; Vishnu Karkare, 34, anti-Moslem proprietor o
a tawdry traveller’s hotel — life imprisonment, Standing, Shanker
Kistaya, Badge's servant — convicted, but acquitted on appeal;
Gopal Godse, 29, the killer’s brother-life imprisonment ; Madanal
Pahwa, 20, a Punjabi refugee who'd sworn to avenge hts mutil-
ated futher — life imprisonm. nt; Digumber Badge, 37, the arms
peddler who disguised himself as a holy man — turned state’s
witness, released.

Rt L g o o e
still moving forward, chest bare, trying to take one last step to-
wards the prayer platform ahead. She saw the red stains spread-
ing over the gleaming white khadi. Gandhi gasped, ‘He Ram—
O God!” Then a lifeless little bundle, he sldwly sank to the
ground beside her, his hands still frozen in the final gesture to
which his spirit had commanded them, a greeting to his assassin.
In the folds of the blood-soaked dhoti, Manu saw the eight-
shilling Ingersoll watch whose loss had so pained Gandhi ten
months before. It was seventeen minutes past five.

oo s e e s e ]
Louis Mountbatten received the news Gandhi had been shot

~ as he trotted up to Government House from a ride. His first

words formed a question millions would ask in the next hours:
‘Who did 1t ?°

‘We don’t know, sir,” the ADC who had given him the news
answered. Mountbatten rushed to change. Minutes later, as he
dashed out of Government House, he spotted his press attache,
Alan Campbell-Johnson. He ordered him into his waiting car.

By the time the two men rcached Birla House an enormous
crowd had already engulfed iis grounds. As they pushed their
way through the throng to Gandhi’s quarters, a man, his face
contorted with frenzy and hysteria, shricked, ‘It was a Moslem
who did it.’

A sudden silence froze the crowd. Mountbatten turned to
the man.

“You fool,” he shouted as loudly as he could, ‘don’t you
Know it was a Hindu?

Seconds later, as they passed into the house, Campbell-John-
son turned to him. ‘How can you possibly know it's a Hindu?
he asked.

‘I don’t,” answered Mountbatten, ‘but if it really wasa
Moslem, India is going to live one of the most ghastly massacres
the world has ever seen.’

Moeuntbatten’s concern was shared by thousands. The cer-
tainty that a disaster would engulf India if Gandhi’s assassin
turned out to be a Moslem prompted the director of All India
Radio to make an extraordinary and responsible decision: in-
stead of interrupting the radio’s nationwide circuits with India’s
scoop of the century. ‘he ordered programmes to continue as
normal. While they did, the headquarters of the police and army,
employing their emergency telephone circuits, put every major
army, and police command in India on emergency footing. From
Birla House, the police relayed to the radio the most vital news
of all: Nathuram Godse was a Hindu of the Brahmin caste.
Precisely at six o’clock, in an announcement every word of which
had been carefully studied, the Indian people learned of the
death of the gentle man who had brought them freedom.

‘Mahatma Gandhi,’ the radio announced, ‘was assassinated
in New Delhi at twenty minutes past five this afternoon. His
assassin was a Hindu.’

The slaughter had been avoided: it now remained to India

to mourn.
PR somse e et s s

23, Canal Riow,

Colombo-1
The Editor,
“Saturday Review"
Dear Sir.

Sri Lanka’s diversities of
race, creed and language,
it has been said, can be its
destruction or its glory.

Tragically, far too fre-
quently, particularly since
1977, these diversities have
been the source of needliess
and senseless strife and
bloodshed.

The prime cause for this
unfortunate situation has
been identified in some
quarters as the lack of under-
standing between the various
communities.

| would go further and
say that it is the deliberate
spread of misunderstanding
by dastardly elements in all
the communities that has
largely contributed to keep
the communities apart, sus-
picious and apprehensive of
one another.

By “dastardly elements”,
I have in mind mainly politi-
cians pas} and present, in
powei and out, who have
unashamedly exploited com-
munal passions to serve
their own political ends.

Thanks to these politici-
ans, the main communal
problem, that between the
Sinhalese and the Tamils,
which was virtually solved
with the Bandaranaike —
Chelvanayakam pact of 1958,
still continues to be the
biggest stumbling block to
peace, unity and progress in
Our Common motherland.

In this context,l am heart-
end by the efforts to launch
an independent journal from
Jaffna whose main objective
wiil be, as far as possible,
“to meet the challenge of
establishing two-way com-

munication between all
peoples and nationalities
within the country” ......

| pray that this cherished
objective - will be realised

evan in part through the
columns of the ‘Saturday
Review".

Yours respectfully,
Gamini Navaratne

° °®
111, Pickerings Road,
Colombo-13.
Dear Sir,
| understand that you are
in the process of editing a
new News Weekly called the
SATURDAY REVIEW, the
first issue of which is sched-
uled to be released on 30th
January, 1982,
| welcome wholeheartedly
the Saturday Review and
hope that the paper would
maintain a high standard
not merely in language and
appearance but as much in

its contents.

| do hope your poper
will stand up for justice,
fairplay and impartiality; call
a spade a spade and
champion the cause of the
down-trodden and the fallen
and the injured ;showerprais-
es where praise is due,and.
criticise,not the persons but
inideas,without fear orfavour
ard with malice to none.
Yours faithfully
Arul M. Rajendran
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Debates in the Ledislative
Council of Ceylon-Thursday,

November 8, 1928

PRESENT

The Honourable Sir JAMES PEIRIS . Kt. ( Colombo Town
South), Vice-President.
The Honourable Brigadier A. C. GIRDWOOD, C. B. C. M. G*.
D. S. O,. Commanding The Troops, Ceylon.
The Honourable Mr. A. G. M. FLETCHER,C. M.G., C. B. E.,
Colonial Secretary.
The Honourable Mr. M. T. AKBAR, K. C. Acting Attorney
General.
The Honourable Mr.
of Revenue.
The Honourable Mr.
The Honourable Mr.
of Agriculture. : ,
G%hé Honourable Mr. N. H. M. ABDUL CADER (Second
Muslim Member).
The Honourable Sir PONNAMBALAM RAMANATHAN,Kt.
K.C., C.M.G. ( Northern Province, Northern Division)
The Honourable Mr. W. DURAISWAMY
(Northern Province, Western Division).
The Honourable Mr. E. W. PERERA (Kalutara Revenue
(Kalutara Revenue Distriot).
The Honourable Mr. E. R. TAMBIMUTTU
(Batticaloa Revenue District).
‘The Honourable Mr. A. C. G. WIJEYEKOON
. (Nominated Unofficial Member).
.The Honourable Mr. C. W. W. KANNANGARA
"~ (Southern Province, Western Division)
Honourable Mr. K. BALASINGHAM
(Nominated Unofficial Member).
Honourable Mr. A. CANAGARATNAM
(Northern Province, Southern Division).
The Honourable Mr. C. E. VICTOR COREA
(Colombo Town, North).
The Honourable Mr. C. H. Z. FERNANDO
: (North-Western Province, Western Division).
The Honourable Mr. H. R. FREEMAN
‘ (North-Central Province).
The' Honourable Mr. T. B. JAYAH (Third Muslim Member’)
The Honourable Mr. H. M. MACAN MARKAR
(First - Muslim Member).
The Honourable Mr. G. E. MADAWALA
(North-Western Province, Eastern Division).
Honourable Mr. A. MAHADEVA
(Western Province, Ceylon Tamil).
. Honourable Mr. A. F. MOLAMURE
(Kegalla Revenue District).
The Honburable Mr. I. X. PEREIRA ( First Indian Member).
The Honourable Mr. S. RAJARATNAM
(Northers Province Central Division).
The Honourable Mr. D. S. SENANAYAKE
(Negombo District).
The Honourable Mr. M. M. SUBRAMANIAM
(Trincomalee Renenue District).
The Honourable Mr. V. S. De S. WIKRAMANAYAKE
(Southern Province, Eastern Division)

F. G. TYRRELL, C. M. G., Controller

W. W. WooDS, C. M. G., Treasurer.
F. A. STOCKDALE, C. B. E. Directo!

The Honourable Mr.G. A. H. WILLE (First Burgher Member)-

The Honourable Mr. W. A. De SILVA
- (Central Province, Urban).
' The Honourable Mr. P. B. RAMBUKWELLE
(Central Province, Rural).
The Honourable Mr.T. M. SABA RUTNAM
" "+ (Northern Province; Eastern Division).
The Honourable Mr. T. L. VILLIERS
' (European Urba: Member).

The Honourable Mr. K. NATESA AIYAR
(Second Indian Member).

The Honourable Mr. W. E.-WAIT.  Principal Collector of Customs.

The Honourable Mr. L. MACRAE,

& Director of Education.

L A
% The Honourable Mr. S. OBEYESEKERE,
Acting Solicitor-General.

The Honourable Mr. GEORGE BROWN
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The Honourable Mr. H. A. BURDEN,

Acting Controller of Indian Immigrant Labour.
The Honourable Mr. M. J. CARY (Conunercial Member).
The Honourable Mr. G. R. De SILVA

(Ratnapura Revenue District).
The Honourable Dr. V. VAN LANGENBERG

Acting Director of Medical and Sanitary Services.
The Honourable Mr. C. E. De VOS

: (Nominated Unofficial Member).

Mr. C. C. WOOLLEY, Clerk to the Council.
Report of the Donoughmore Commission.

Report of the Donoughmore Commission
FRANCHISE

The Hon. The VICE - PRESIDENT:- We will now proceed
to the discussion of the group of motions under the heading
Franchise. 1 believe the Honourable Member who represents
the Ceylon Tamils of the Western Province is in possession
of the House.

The followifig motions stood on the Agenda Paper under
he heading Franchiseé:-

To continue the debate on the motion of the Hon. Mr.

H. R. Freeman—

The House is of opinion that the age for exercising the

franchise should be 21 for all.

TS continue the debate on the motion of the Hon. Mr,
A. F. Molamure—

This Council accepts the recommendation of the Donough-
more Commission as regards the extension of the.franchise
subject to the following amendments:—

(2) That in the case of females the ageyfor qualification
as a voter should be 21 and not 30,

(b) That in the case of non-Ceylonese British subjects
a literacy qualification should be added to the proposed five
years residential qualification;

or in the alternative the qualification should be that the ap-
plicant to be registered as a voter should—
(1) have resided in the Island for a period of one year,
(2) be possessed of immovable property of the value
of Rs. 500,
(3) or be in the receipt of an income of Rs. 50 per
month,
(4) and be able to read and write one of the languages
of the Island, e.g., English, Sinhalese, or ,Tamil.

To continue the debate on the motion of the Hon. Mr.
G. A. H. Wille—

That at present and in the absence of any system render-
ing politics at all intelligible to the masses, the franchise be
not extended further than by a lowering of the existing income
qualification and the inclusion of\females on similar terms

to those for males.

To continue the debate on the motion of the Hon. Mr.
T. B. Jayah— '

That in the opinion of this Council non-Ceylonese British
subjects should be placed on a footing of equality with the
Ceylonese in respect of status and rights of citizenship.

(Continued next page)
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CR M

on the
Voteless
plantation
workers —
1981

The continued existence
in Sri Lanka of some several
hundred thousand stateless
persons, drawn almost en-
tirely from the workers on
the plantations whose lab-
our creates the major export
mmcome of our country,
has been a grave blot on
the human rights record
of successive governments
since independence. Many
of these persons had the
vote during colonial times
but were actually disfran-
chised by subsequent legis-
lation passed by the free
and sovereign legislature.
To these persons, origin-
ally brought from India by
the British as cheap labour,
the independence of Sri
Lanka meant the loss of
their civil rights through
no fault of their own.

CRM has taken  the
position that such stateless
persons lawfully present in
Sri Lanka and their depen-
dents who wish to make
this country their perman-
ent home should be grant-
ed citizenship.

In this connection it
may be relevant to note
that in 1979 CRM came
to know that when the
police are asked to investi-
gate persons who have
applied for citizenship, one
of the questions they must
report on relates to the
political and party allegi-
ance of the applicant.

CRM wrote to the
government in May 1979
asking it to discontinue
immediately this practice,
which it described as ob-
noxious and a misuse of
the powers of the police.

(From “The Franchise

— can we do better?” —

s Civil Rights Move-

ment Publication issued

on the occasion of the

Golden Jubilee of Uni-

versal Franchise.)
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The Hon. Mr. V. S. de S. Wikramanayake to move—

This Council urges the necessity for registration of voters
being undertaken by Government and that registration be not
restricted to those who aoply for it only, as recommen{dec.l in
the Report of the Special Commission on the Constitution.

The Hon. Mr. M. M. Subram;miém to move—

That in the rearrangement and redistribution of the ter-
ritorial electoral areas every revenue district, though not pos-
essing a population of 50,000 should form a unit for the election
of a member.

To continue the debate on the motion of the Hon. Mr.
‘W. Duraiswamy—

This Council is of opinion that it is not necessary to extend
the franchise to women of our country, but in view of a desire
expressed by the educated section, franchise may be g'ranted
to those above 21 years of age and possessed of a literacy
qualification equivalent to the School-Leaving Certificate

‘Standard in English, Tamil, or Sinhalese.

The Hon. Mr. A. MAHADEVA:—] come now, Sir, to
the most controversial part of the subject, the question of
Indian franchise. As a preliminary T would like to make 2
few comments on the wording of these motions as I am not
at all clear as to how the resolutions are to be put to the House-

The Hon. The VICE-PRESIDENT:— I indicated that
1 could not alter the terms of the motions, but I also indicated
that we would have to come to an understanding as to how
the motions should be put, and in putting them th‘tber they
are to be altered.

The Hon. Mr. A. MAHADEVA:— My difficulty is the
~order in which they are going to be put.

The Hon. The VICE-PRESIDENT:— That will have to

“be considered.

The Hon. Mr. A. MAHADEVA:— If T may make one
suggestion, the position is this. There are some of us on this

~side of the House who feel that there should be no discrimina-
- tion against Indians, but we are divided on one point as to
“ the franchise that ought to be granted. Some say that man-
“hood franchise should be granted, while others say that both

in regard to Indians and Ceylonese the franchise should be
limited. So, when it comes to the matter of voting I shall be
very sorry to see owing to a division of our forces over that
question, the Indian cause suffering. I would therefore
submit that it would be fairest to put the resolution of Mr.
Jayah first. His resolution is a comprehensive one, and T am
merely suggesting it.

The Hon. The VICE-PRESIDENT:— That is quite right.

The Hon. Mr. A. MAHADEVA:— The words of his

resolution are:

That in the opinion of this Council non-Ceylonese British
subjects should be placed on a footing of equality with the
Ceylonese in respect of status and rights of citizenship”.I trust
that in whatever order they are put—supposing my suggestiot
is not adopted—those Members who feel that there should
be no differentiation, would vote with Mr. Jayah even though
some of my honourable friends, like the Honourable the First
Burgher Member, might feel that the Indians in common with
the Ceylonese should not be given manhood franchise.

I now come to the question of the Indians and their
franchise, and I cannot help remarking that the debate furnishes
a very illuminating commentary on the statements of those
who gave evidence before the Donoughmore Commission.
My honourable friend, the Member for Kegalla, has been very
-candid. He said his sole object is to differentiate. If the Com-

missioners read this innocent resolution of the Member for

Kggalla they would still be under the impression with which they
left our shores, namely, that the majority community in Ceylon

- is so reasonably-minded when judged by the evidence they gave

: before them, that they would never dream of differentiating
bétween Ceylonese and Indians or any other communities in
Ceylon. Even if they read this resolution as worded, if it is

~ not supplemented by the speech of the Honourable Member,
(it would still leave them under that impression: but with that

candour for which my honourable friend is noted; he does not

~want to take advantage of anybody—not even of this Hotse—

and he says: “I am out to differentiate against a particular
Community in Ceylon” Now., I wonder what

Saturday Rewview

"The Hon. Mr. A. F. MOLAMURE:— I wish to interrupt
the Honourable Member Sir. T never used those words.

 The Hon. The VICE-PRESIDENT:—You did not use
those words, but I think the Honourable Member is drawing
an inference. ;

The Hon. Mr. A. MAHADEVA:— The speech is there

for those who wish to know what he meant. I would wish
to know what searchings of heart there will be among the Com-
missioners when they read this debate. They went away con-
vinced by the evidence given before them; with one stroke of the
pen they abolished communal representation. And, in coming
to that conclusion, were they not influenced by thepast record
of the Congress, by the professions of its accredited leaders?
Take one Member, a prominent figure in all assemblies in this
Island, who gave evidence before the Commissioners. He
is a vast President of the Congress. I refer to the Honourable
Member for Colombo District. What did he say before that
Commission? He said: “I am personally in favour of man"

hood suffrage, but unfortunately, that would lead to a large.

number of Indians coming in, and, as I will not suggest a
differentiation between Indians and Ceylonese, I am prepared
to penalize the Ceylonese and make the conditions equal for
both Ceylonese and Indians. Therefore, I say, introduce a
literacy test.”” TIf the peovle in this country are prepared to
penalize their own people for the purpose of giving equal treat-
ment to everyone who comes within the hospitalble shores
of Ceylon, what country, I ask, is more fitted for self-Govern-
ment immediately, without any safeguards whatever, thau
Ceylon? That is the conviction the Commissioners went away
with; that is the frame of mind in which they made their recom-
mendations for the abolition of communal representation.

- Then, with regard to the National Congress, this House
was reminded that I myself was associated with Congress.
But from the day the Commissioners arrived and up to the day
they left the Island, there was never a word said against differentia -
tion against Indians. When the first session of the Congress
was held the franchise that was suggested for the Ceylonese and
for the Indians was to be identical. That same attitude was
adopted at session after session without alteration. Until the
Commissioners left our shores I mever heard of any talk of
differentiation in the franchise; and yet the ink on their report
is hardly dry before a resolution is introduced into this Council,
and emissaries from the leaders of the country are going about
the villages raising an agitation agaiust the entry of the Indians,
unmindful of the disastrous results of similar preaching which
resulted in very unfortunate consequences to this Island. As
I said, they have repeatedly said that there is not going to be
differentiation, but as soon as the shoe pinches them, at the
very first opnortunity they get in this Council, they get up and
shout their loudest that they must differentiate, and that they
will not have the Indians in their midst. No wonder we who
belong to minority communities feel that if this danger looms
ahead of the Tndians the professions on which some of us have
too great hopes might be falsified in the future.

Now, the question which I wish to ask myself is, whether
this menace of which my honourable friends have spoken'so
much and which they have made so much of does really exist,
because I wish it to be clearly understood that some of the
speakers have stated—although they stated it in mild language—
that if only the Indian will make his domicile permanently
here and throw in his lot with the Ceylonese, they will not
show any differentiation. There is either a lack of sincerity
in these expressions or they are not following up their arguments,
to their logical conclusions. What is it they object to when they
talk of the Indian menace? They mean nothing more nor noth-
ing less than that Indians are coming into this Island and are
taking the bread and living out of the mouths of the Ceylonese*
Would it make any difference, Sir, if the Indian comes here.
settles down permanently, and takes the living out of the mouth
of the Sinhalese villager? My honourable friend realizes that,
and he has already given notice of a motion in which he asks
thdt' the Indian be stopped from coming here. The fear is not
what some of them would have us believe, but the rea! one is:
““We do not want you here even if you are prepared to throw in
your lot with us. We do not want you to swamp this country’’,
That is the cry.. g

{To be continued ih the next issug)t -,
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Bt. FAUL,
CASPERSZ

writes on

The

plantation
areas:
People
and

Problems
THE
TAMIL

ESTATE
WORKERS(1)

(The foliowing is a re-
vised version of am art-
cle writien for, and pub-
lished in, the NEW
INTERNATIONARIST
(U K ), November 1981,
It is the first of a seri-
es of articles that will
appea- in the SATURDAY
REVIEW on the Plan-
tation Areas and the Plan-
tation People of the island.)

In an extremely read-
able, almost light-hearted,
piece “The opening of
the Kandy Road”’, the
eminent Ivor Jennings
wrote: \

‘As soon as the Kandy
road was opened, It was
realized thit anew source
of profit, greaterthan cin-
namon, offered tself,
The first coffee estate
was opend by Mr George
Bird who was known as
‘Gampola George® ......
During the same period,
the emancipation of sla-
ves in the west Indies
caused a heavy fall of
production (of coffee),
and Ceylon stepped into
the breaeh. People poured
into the Kandyan hills.
Usually they were Br tish,
for they alone had the
money to invest and the
initiative needed  They
imported labourers from
South India’ (The Ceylon
lournal of Historical and
and Social studies, 1,
1958, p. 103),

The reference to Brit-
ish ‘nvestment and British
initiative is, of course,
loaded with the fam liar
cliches and biases of
Westerners writing about
the peoples they subjug-
ated and exploited But
let that reference pass

What interests us here
is the import of Indian
labour, so necessary for
for the success of the
colonal plantation enter-
prise in Ceylon.

The story opens with
‘the coffee plantations
begun by the British on
land sold for a song to
any British army man
or archdeacon Indigenous
Sinhalese labour was not:
forthcoming. But no
matter From impoveri-'
shed South India, which

Britain also ruled, importsg

of cheap labour could be &

- dragooned into the island.
(Continued on page 9)
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NEW DELHI - The govein-
ment poster being circulated
to Indian missions abroad car-
ries the caption “India 2among
the nations of the world” and
proclaims that this country is
“among the 10 most industria-
lized nations, among the only
seven countries that have laun-
ched their own Earth satellites,
and among the three countries
that have the world’s largsst
pools of technically trained
manpower”’

The poster is part of a gove-
rnment campaign to project
India as a relatively rich and
prospering poor . country with
scientific abilities and the pote-
ntial for accelerated growth-
and development.

This image is intended to
counter what many Indians
in government feel is the inac-
curate stereotype of a country
wallowing in abysmal poverty
and surviving through charity.
In citing the technical achie-
vements, the poster declares
that the evaluation of a coun-
try “depends on how you look
at. it.”

Other Criteria

The World Bank does,
indeed, have other criteria and
another perspective. In its
recent World Development
Report, it places India 15th
from the bottom of 124 nations
in per-capita ‘- income. With
average yearly earnings of 3190
a person, India is rated just
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above Upper Volta and Afgha-
nistan and below Rwanda,
Malawi and Sri Lanka. In oth-
er kev categories, such as aver-
age life expectancy (52 years)
and the degree of adult literacy
(36 percent), India also falls
within the lower ranges.

The contradictory sets of indi-
cators cited by the Indian Dire-
ctorate of Advertising and
Visual Publicity, which created
the poster, and the World Bank
are equally valid. Taken toge-
ther, they reflect the staggering
diversity: of Indian society,
which seeks to embrace and
sccommodate hunter - gatherer
tribesmen, cultivators and her-
ders,modern farmers,mercantile
capitalists and erudite groups
extending the frontiers of scie-
nce.

Uneven development is not,
of course, unique to India or

even to developing countries
and the chasm between rich and
poor in the Third World has
often been diminished to a cli-
che. But India, with 685 million
people divided into classes, cas-
tes, tribes, sects, and languege
groups, the disparities are gre-
ater. With so many people, the
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poverty is both more intensivo
and more extensive than in
other countries: similarly, the
wealth and the intellectual cap-
ital are also more abundant
than in even many developed
countries.

So far in India’s 34-year his-
tory of independence, the gulf
between what is often called
the two Indizs hasbedevilled all
planners and ideologists. Com-
munists, for instance, who once
looked to land redistribution
as 2 mobilizing cry, have now
come to rezlize that because of
the huge reservoir of landless

people they cannot command
simultaneously the allegiance

of those who want land and
those who have some, even 2
little bit, and that once the
landless become landed they
reg‘::?d the dispossessed with
suspicion.

Mrs. Gandhi has told 2 succ-
ession of Western visitors, most
recently President Luis Herrera
Campins of Venezuela that her
government favors foreign inve-
stments. In fact, in terms
of economic priorities, Mrs.
Gandhi’s domesiic program
is very similar to that of both
President Regan and Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher of
Britain. The weight is now on
stimulating entrepreneurial inc-
entives. The approach is to loo-
sen the web of regulation and
lure some of the capital circula-
tingin a vast illegal economy
into the open.

In general, the feeling among
key elements of the urban elite,
the most politically influential
sector, is that the freeing of the
economy will push India into
what many believe is ifs
rightful place in the sun.
.‘We are like Japan was” said
Vinod Kapoor, 2 shawl manu-
lacturer. “If we weren’t strang--
fed by the politicians the Ind-
izn industrialists could follow
the Japanese example. We have
the capacity, the manpower,
the skills.”

This thinking ties in with the
strategy behind the poster. Ind-
iz, the thinking goes, should
not be perceived as 2 poor nat’
ion but as a rich poor country-
like Brazil, It is in the process
of transformation and is gain-
ing in economic strength, and
its prospects are improving. ...

India, which last year was
able to produce only 22,000 2u-
tomobiles with 20-year-old Eu-
ropean dies, is now producing
its own coin-operated video ga-
mes for arcades not only in the
major cities but 2lso in provi-
ncial towns.

Stadiums. pools, and hotels
costing several hundred millio-
ns of dollars were built here
for the two-week-long Asian
Games, by 2 work force of men
and women who slept on the
sites, in regged tents or amid
heaps of bricks. The structures
are architecturally striking: the
building techniques seem to
date from the time of the Pha-
rzohs.

As the government poster
seys, it “depends on how you
look at it.”
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The Tamil Estate
workers (1)

(Continued from page 7)
Wages were very low and
in their payment there were
gross irregularities which co n-
tinued into the 1920s and
persist - in attenuated forms
- 10 the present day. Housing
was atrocious U isease was
rampant. Mortality was high.

The datkness began to grow
a little less fearsome when
from the late 1§60s coffee,
succumbing to coffee blight,
steadily yielded place to tea,
Tea is labour-intensive. On
estatesin Srilanka,the famous
‘ two-leaves arnd a bud’ have
to be plucked all through the
year. ‘lhere was therefore
the growing imperative of
a resident labour force.
Barrack-type rectangular
sheds which came to be
called <coolie lines’ - were
constructed. ©+ Largely mig.
ratory in the coffee phase,
South Indian labour began
to permanently settle on the
estates. This marked the
beginning of the  ‘Indo-
Ceylon Problem’

Sri Lanka attempted to
solve it unilaterally in 1948.
In that year Sri Lanka, after
four and half centuries of
foreign rule, felt the first
winds of a new freedom.
But, tragically, they did not
blow over all her people. In
the population - then about 7
million - some 800,000 wers
classified as Indian Tamils
only because they were the
last of several waves of
immigrants from India into
the island By the ¢ itizen-
ship Act of 1948 these, al-
most to a man, were de-
clared non-citizens and by
the 1949 tranchise Act were
deprived of the vote

The Age of Statelessness
bad begun- So long as Nebru
lived, India bad held firmly
to the position that the 19th
century immigrants  were
the  responsibility of Sri
Lanka-However, only a few
months after his death in
1964, the two Prime Minis-
ters of Sri Lanka and India
signed the first of the Re-
patriation Agreements The
second followed in 1974
Estimating that in 1964 there
were at least 975,000 state-
less persons in Sri Lanka,
the Prime Ministers agreed
that India would give citizen-
ship to, and take away,

600,000 while Sri Lanka

would give citizenship to,
and keep, 375,000 in either
case, with the natural in-
crease . The Great Uproo-
ting was the consequence
of a game of numbers played
in high places

For most of the workers,
it was not to be repatri
ation, but expatriation and in
some cases deportation. Even
in a world where there has
been so much else to hit the
headlines, it is surprising
that the Agreements, which
heralded the largest organi-
zed worker migration of
the 20'h century, have gonke
so laigely unnoticed.

Why, it may legitimately
be asked, have the estate
Tamils been subjected to so
much hardship, humiliation
and discrimination? To them,
more than to any other
single section of the coun-
try’s inhabitants, Sri Lanka
owes a debt for having
glven the country so much
for so little. Every year tea
is the largest single earner
of foreign exchange which
the country so direly needs.
Taxes on tea account for
a large percentage of go-
vernment revenue: 8, 13, 28
and 21 per cent in 1976,
1977, 1978 and 1979 res-
pectively. By means of these
taxes there can be no doubt
that the estate workers help
to finance the whole range
of welfare services in the
country. These include free
education even for the child-
ren of the ruling economic
and political elites in Sri
Lanka’s most prestigious
schools recall the hullabaloo
of the OIld Bovs when it
was suggested a few years
ago that Royal College was
a disgraceful howler in Re-
publican Sri Lanka!) and in
the Universities. It would
also do us all good to re-
member that the imported
luxury goods - currently ab-
undant  in the country
because our Government has
bowed low to the World
Bank’s dictates of an open
door ecomomy - are goods
paid in part by the foreign
exchange earned by the for-
gotten tea worker,

(To be continued)
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Sinhala-Tamil relations:

the most crucial problem

of Sri Lankan society

Sinhala - Tamil relations or
the National Question as some
like to call it, has become to-
day the most- crucial problem
of Sri Lankan Society. It has
claimed many lives and also
has given rise to situations
where state power is confron-
ted with violent means. There-
fore it is a question that any
organisation concerned with
Justice or Peace cannot ignore.
It is important to face the is-
sues that this question poses
fairly and squarely and evolve
a programme of action. The
issues involved consist of the

(a) ‘Tamil grievances

(b) Social basis of the Sinhala
- Tamil question

(c) Post *74 — a qualitatively
new stage of the question

(d) Basis for a solution.

a, Tamil Grievances

' In the post-independent
period the political demands
of the political parties re-
presenting the Tamil people
had escalated from a °50-50"
sharing of power to a de-
mand for a separate state. In
between these, there was a

ded a Federal solution to
the problem. Paralle <o
these demands one can note
the aggravation of the situa-
tion regarding the major
grievances of the Tamil
people which were mainly in
the areas of (1) Land Colon-
isation (2) Language (3) Edu-
cation and (4) Employment.
These grievences form the
objective historical condit-
ions that had given rise to
the Sinhala - Tamil problem
and therefore bave to be un-
derstood first to get a clear

following sections. stage when a party deman- picture of the question-
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Tamils claim that the state
policies in each of these
areas had discriminated a-
gdinst them. We  shall
proceed now to examine
these grievances and at the
same time try to understand
the position in each of them
at present.

(1) Land Colonisation
Colonisation of the land in
the North-Central and Wes-
tern provinces had been a
part of the development
strategy of all Governments.
Other than the development
of these areas the govern-
ments hoped to'solve the
problems of agricultural de-
velopment and landlessness
through these policies. In
implementing them families
were settled in these areas
“after the government had
developed infrastructure
facilities for cultivation. In
this process the population
composition of these areas
_changed by increasing the
proportion of the Sinhala
population who were settled
here from the other areas.

schemes like Gal Oya such
a process of land transfer
had taken place. In the al-
ready settled areas of the
Mahaveli the same is hap-
pening albeit at a faster rate.

in the Harealand has been
allotted to' the Ceylon To-
bacco Company and the idea
of agricultural free trade
Zones with involvement of
foreign capital is already in
the air. All this would mean
that the amount of land
available for distribution
among the people will be less
and the minority communi-
ties. always discriminated
against, when available re-
sources are distributed, will
have even a lesser chance of
getting land.

The present cconomic
policies are therefore aggra-
vating the discrimination
against the minotities that
had been a feature in our
earlier policies of land allo-
cation. Even during the im-
plementation of the Land
Reforms of 1972 and 1975
and in the allocation of land
under the NADSA Scheme
there has been discrimination

by SUNIL

BASTIAN

Settlement under the Gal
Oya Scheme is one instance
where such changes in the
population composition had
taken place. Muthur and
Trincomalee also are two
electorates where the Sinhala
population had been in~
creased over the years.

At present there is settle-
ment of people under the
Mahaweli Scheme. But there
seems to be no awareness of
this historic injustice done
to the Tamil people and
therefore no attempt to
redress it.

Data on the ethnic com-
position of the settlers in the
Harea for example.shown that
it is almost 1009 Sinhalese.
These settlers had been
drawn from different elect-
orates and no attempts had
been made to create new set-
tlements comprised of people

of the North and East which

would have redressed some
of the earlier discrimination
against the Tamil speaking
people. One wonders whe-
ther the future settlements in
the Eastern part of the coun-
try covered by the » ahaveli
programme will change the
ethnic composition of the
population in these areas, as
had happened in the past.

But the major question
that arises from the present
development efforts in agri-
culture is whether a process
of land concentration in a
few hands, will take place.
With the scale of the invest-
ments in Mahaveli, to get an
adequate return within our
capitalist system, the govern-
ment has no option but to
encourage large scale capita-
list farming which would
mean a consolidation of

land in a few hands. Re-

search shows that in earlier

against the minorities. Here
the victims are the Indian
Tamil population. We shall
discuss the social basis of
these policies in a section
that will follow.

(2) Language

Sinhala was made the only
official language of this coun-
try by the Official Language
Act No. 33 of 1956. Al-
though The Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act No.
28 was passed in 1958 the
regulations required for its
implementation were passed
only in 1966. The 1978 Con-
stitution made Tamil a
National Language.

Tn their day to day life,
Tamil people were and are
discriminated against be-
cause they did not know
Sinhala, in two important
ways. First they had to
satisfy certain language
requirements to getgovern-
ment jobs and secondly
they were put into difficul-
ties when having dealings
with the state because all
communications were in
the official language. The
status of the Tamil langu-
age as a National langu-
age has not done much to
reduce this discrimination.
Even now, a Tamil person
serving even in a Tamil
speaking area has to com-
ply with the requirements
of the Official Language
Act and Tamil people
have to know Sinhalese if
they are to deal with the
government successfully.

The latter is more preva-
lent in the areas where
Sinhalese form the majority.
But the Tamil people claim
that although there are legal
provisions for the use of the
Tamil language for adminis-
trative purposes in the
Eastern and Northern pro-
vinces steps are not taken to
make it a reality.

(Tobe continued in next issue)
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Amnesty International was
concerned about the wide po-
wers of arrest and detention
under the Prevention of Terro-
rism Act (PTA) and about pe-
ople arrested under its provisi-
ons and held incommunicado.
The fate of three Tamils. .who
“disappeared” in 1979 has still
not been clarified. -

A major development in
1980 was the government’s de-
cision to sign and ratify the
International Covenant on Ci-
vil and Political Rights. The
government acceded to the co-
venant on 11 June 1980 and
made a declaration under Art-
icle 41 of that covenant recog-
nizing the competence of the
Human Rights Committee to
hear interstate complaints abo-
ut violations of the covenant.
On 3 June 1980 Amnesty Inte-
rnational cabled President J.R.
Jayewardene welcoming the
government’s decision. Ina 1e-
tter of 17 September1980 Amn-
esty International expressed the
hope that this important initi-
ative would be followed by an
early decision to ratify the Op-
tional Protocol to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, as Amnesty
International had recommend-
ed in its memorandum submi-
tted to the government in May
1980. The government has not
yet ratified the Optional Prot-
ocol. :

Amnesty International said
it was encouraged to note that
the Proscription of Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam and
Organizations
Law had lapsed in May 1980,
a law which Amnesty Interna-
tional had criticized. It expre-
ssed concern however that the
PTA remained in force, which
similarly suspends legal safegu-
ards. Several arrests were repo-
rted under the PTA, which all-
ows for detention without trial
for up to 18 months “in such
place and subject to such con-
ditions as may be determined
by the Minister”. Under the

PTA detainees need not be
produced before a magistrate
within 24 hours of arrest as is
the normal rule, and there are
no safeguards against incomm-
unicado detention. Detainees
have been denied any access t0
their lawyers and relatives for
long periods.

On 5 June 1980 several opp-
osition parties and trade unio-

ns organized a demonstration.

to protest against rising living
costs exacerbating the earlier
cut in the food subsidy progr-
am. Pro-government unions or-
ganized a counter-demonstrat-
ion, and one man died in the
ensuing violence. On 16 July
the government imposed emer-
egency rule and invoked th
Public Security Act. It banned
the general strike called by the
Joint Committee for Trade
Union Action for 18 July and
then dismissed 40,000 public
sector employees who went on
strike  nevertheless. Officials
said opposition parties had
planned the general strike to
overthrow the government and
obstruct its development prog-
ram. Opposition sources clai-
med 150 people were arrrested,
but all were released shortly
afterwards.

On 8 August 1980 oppositi-
on parties and trade unions
demonstrated in Colombo Fort
against the dismissals of work-
ers who participated in the 18
July general strike. The demon-
stration ended in violence and
the police arrested 32 trade
union leaders and left - wing
political leaders. On 17 Septe-
mber 1980 Amnesty Interna-
tional wrote to the President
asking the government to con-
firm that the arrests made un-
der the emergency imposed in
July 1980 had been short-term
and that those arrested were
being released. It expressed
concern about reports that
some might face trial under
the Emergency Regulations,
despite the fact that the emer-

gency had been allowed to lap--

se on 15 August.

Yogachandran, alias Kuttimani(right, bare-chested) was one of those taken into
custody in connection with the Neerveli hold-up. He remains in custody to this day.

Amnesty International later
learned that all those arrested
had been released within two
months of their arrest except
G. 1. D. Dharmasekera, the
General Secretary of the Lan-
ka Democratic Front. Amnesty
International has not been able
to establish under what iegisla-
tion he was being held and
what the specific charges were
against him. It is investigating
his case.

Thirty members of the Tam-
il minority were reported to
have been arrested in April
and early May in connection
with an armed robbery at Nee-
rveli in the northern region on
25 March 1981, Two' police-
‘men were Killed in the incident.
Amnesty International wrote
and cabled to President Jayew-
ardene on 30 April 1981 to ver-
ify reports of the arrests and
to urge the government (0
meet the minimum standards
laid down in the International
Covenant on Civil and Politic-
al Rights. While acknowledgi-
ng that those responsible for
violent incidents should be br-
ought to justice, Amnesty Int-
ernational expressed concern
that the arrested people were
apparently held incommunica-
do, and that relatives were not
informed about their wherea-
bouts. It stressed that the rem-
oval of safeguards against in-
communicado detention by the
PTA facilitated human rights
violations. Amnesty Internati-

_onal named seven people repo-

rtedly arrested and asked the
government to publish the
names of “all those arrested,
to allow them immediate
access to a lawyer of their
choice, to inform the relatives
of the place of detention
and allow - them immediate
and regular visits to the priso-
ners. It urged the government
to publish the charges against
the 30, or to release them.
The effective provision of
minimum legal safeguards to
detainees was one of the main
concerns outlined by Amnesty
International in its memoran-
dum presented to the govern-
ment on 23 May 1980 (see

Amnesty  International Report
1980). The memorandum dealt
with events in the northern
Jaffna region after the declar-
ation of an emergency on 11
July 1979. Many young Tamils
were arrested under the Emer-
gency Regulations, the PTA
or other special legislation. It
detailed allegations of torture
and reports that six Tamils
had died in the custody of the
police. The memorandum was
sent  to the - President, the
Prime Minister, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and the
Minister of Justice, asking for
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“PLOT BY MILITANT
GROUP IN NORTH
UNEARTHED” said the
screaming Page 1 . lead
headline in the Upali
Group’s Sinhala Sunday
newspaper of— ‘Divaiyna’
January 17, 1982. BID TO
KILL PEOPLE BY POI-
SONING - DRINKING
WATER”, it added.

The news item signed by
Stanley Premaratne said:
An attempt by a terrorist
group in the North to. kill
several ‘people between
January 12 — January 15
in the North and the East,
was foiled.

The Police have learned
of a secret plan to murder
military personnel, police-
men and - thousands of
I others by poisoning drink-
ing water supplies and
planting time bombs.

This conspiracy has been
“unearthed by the crack
C.I.D. team which is in-
vestigating the killing of
Sivasanmugamoorthy on
January 2 at a printing
press at Clock Tower
Road, Jaffna. It came
to light due to the split
in the terrorist movement
in the North. It is also
learned that EROS, an
organisation with a foreign
base, had planned this
killing.

“The Island” Sinhalese Sister
Goes to town!

Greeting Cards instigating
people to help carry out
this plot, numerous docu-
ments and a paper called
“Pudhiya Pathai” (New
Path) were found by the
Police from the deceased’s
belongings.-

The ?olice team has ferret-
ed out many secrets -from
S. Balasingham, a ciose
associate of Sivasanmuga-
moorthy.

The deceased was closelv
linked to Uma Mahes-
waran and Prabhakaran,
the architects of the vio-
lence in the North. He
had later broken away
from these two and joined
another organisation, it is
understood...

“THE ISLAND” of the
same day—Sunday 17th
January 1982, however
carried an innocuous
story as its Page 1 Lead.
MUSLIM LAW-MARRI-
AGES OF CONVENI-
ENCE:- OUT”.

The workers at the Paran-
than Chemicals Corporation
are struggling with much re-
sourcefulness and resilience
against a government that is
trying to his two targets with
one stone. The government is
trying to break the back of the
only independent trare union
organisation in the public
sector. Secondly, it is succ-
essfully planning its moves in
effecting the natural " death of
yet another industrial com-
plex in a Tamil area.

The Paranthan workers’
struggle is unique in that the
workers are not struggling for
narrow economic demands
alone- but are fighting on an
issue that stems from a larger
context of nat’onal discrimi-
nation and national oppress-
ion. .

The background to the
present crisis originated in the
earrly part of 1980, when the
Paranthan Joint Trade Union
Action Committee voiced pro=
tests to the management
against establishing a second
factory at Embilipitiya, fearing
the running down of Paran-
than and consequently, the
natural death of the factory.

Feasibility Study

The government had spent
much needed funds to have
a comparative feasibility study

.done on either the expansion
.of Paranthan or the instal-

lation of a new plant at two
proposed sites, Embilipitiya
or Sapugaskande, by the
British | consultants, Warner
and Cramer. The consulants’
report had = emphasized the
definite economic advantage
in expanding the factory at

(By a Staft Writer )

Paranthan over starting " a
second factory at Embilipitiya.
The report had also said that
Paranthan, in absolute terms
would be the best choice out
of the three sites even without
taking into consideration the
factory that is already there.

At this point, we have to
look into another one of the
allegations against the manage-
ment-which eventually trigge-
red off the present confron-
tation between the workers
and the management.

More than a mere worker —

Management

The JTUAC later on dis-
covered that the Ministry had
decided to drop the recom-
mendation of the consultants
since other ‘policy’ matters
had to be given priority.
Cramer and Warner being in-
formed of such policy matters
were required to submit a
supplementary to their final
report dealing only with the
Embilipitiya site, with out
reference to either Paranthan
or the earlief comparative
study. But even in their
supplementary report the con-
sultants ‘have emphasized the
much higher potentialities of
Paranthan and the bare feasi-
bility of Embilipitiya at the
expense of Paranthan.

The CMU, the Dbigges}
trade union at Paranthan, in
its letter to the President on
this subject hints that the
choice of Embilipitiya as a
site may be due to the fact
that Embilipitiyo is an electo-
rate represented by the In-
dustries Minister’s son, Nanda
Mathew.

The question therefore 2
isres: What are these, ‘policy’
matters overside the one vital
issue of economic feasibility?

Amnesty International Report........

Continued from page 11
the government’s comments
and observations, and was
also sent to the Minister of
Trade and Shipping who is the
Chairman of the Parliamentary
Select Committee inquiry into
the six deaths, the Inspector
General of Police, the Millitary
Commander for the Jaffna
district and the Deputy Mini-
ster of Defence, the officials
met by the Amnesty Internati-
onal = delegate visiting  Sri
Lanka in August 1979.
In its letter of 17 September
1980 Amnesty International
expressed concern that it had
still not received the govern-
ment’s comments on the mem-
“¥sgrandum submitted in May.
~ ®n 25 November 1980 Am-
nesty International discussed
the memorandum with the
\HLgh Commissioner in
on. Amilestylnternatlonal
W;S told thﬁt\n would receive

a full reply from the govern-

ment. It was informed that
the Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee, set up to inquire into

the allegations that six Tamils

had died in the custody of the
police after allegedly being
arrested in July 1979, was
expected to finalize its report
in January 1981, and that the
report would be published.The
bodies of two of the men
were found on the morning
of their arrest and one died
later in the prison hospital. The
Jaffna magistrate returned a
verdict of homicide in the case
of Iyathurai Indrarajah, one
of the Tamils who died after
his arrest, and found “evi-
dence of police violence.”” The
government denied that the
other three, Ramalingam Ba-
lendran, Sellathurai Rajeswa-
ran and Sellathurai Parames-
waran, had been arrested,
Their bodies have not been

found although relatives have
testified to.their arrest and
believe they subsequently died
in police custody. Amnesty
International was informed
that the government believed
the three men were in hiding
afraid of interrogation in con-
nection with criminal charges.

On 27 February 1981 Amnes-
ty International wrote again to
the government asking for the
report of the Parliamentary
Select Committee. It drew the
government’s attention to Un-
ited Nations General Assem-
bly Resolution 33/173 of 20
December 1978 requesting go-
vernments to undertake
speedy and impartial investi-
gations into all cases of “disap-
peared” people. Amnesty In-
ternational has not received
a reply and knows of no pub-
lished information about the

progress made in the Parlia-
mentary Select Committee’s
investigations or about its fin-
dings. The fate of the three
“disappeared?” Tamils has not
yet been clarified. :

Amnesty International also
asked the government for det-
ails of any proceedings against
individual police officers im-
plicated in torture. Amnesty
International has not received
a reply from the governmenj
nor any indication of procee-
dings being instituted against
individual officials.

Although death sentences
are known to have been passed
since the
Party (UNP) government as-
sumed office in 1977, Amnesty
International understands that
no executions have taken
place since that date.

United National

confrontatlon

Vacancies were not adver-
tised internally, but were filled
by people from outsidy,

mostly from districts under
the Minister and the Chair-
man of the Corporation. Even
unskilled labour were being
recruited from outside districts.
The workcrs protesting these
irregular  recruitments went
on a partial work to rule in

~ Oetober 1981. The manage-

ment reacted to this by trans-
ferring one of the union
leaders to the head office and
interdicting a worker after he
refused to abandon work to
rule. Workers report that
harassment of the workers by
the management during work
to rule become so intense that
morkers had resorted to
violence against some of the
executives. The management
pounced on thir opportunity
to look the workers out. More
interdictions followed. Seven
union leaders were arrested
for theft of fowls, in the
house of a member of the JSS
the UNP union. When chlorine
production was  drsstically
affectd the Chairman sent out
an appeal to the workers to
return to work, over the radio
and the press. The workers
agreed to go no condition that
the interdicted workers reins-
tated. The managements rest
ponse to that was to interdic-
some more on the charge that
they organined trade union
activity. A special policd post
was installed in the factory
premises to harass and intimi-
| date the workers with the help
of some of the executives. The
workers went on full scale
strike on November 27th.
Vindictive Arm

The management’s vindic-
tive arm has been even exten-
ded to the workers’ families.
Their quarters have been de-
clared out of bounds for the
workers and their families but
they have defied the manage-
ment since they have been
paying rent. to the Corpor-
ation. Police personnel from
the special post go along with
some of the staff and intimi-
date not only the worker’s
families. Several have been
assaulted. Power and water
supplies have been cut off to
stiker’s quarters.

Printed at St. Joseph’s Cutholic
Press, 360, Main Street, Jafjna,
and published by Kalai Nilayam
Ltd., 303, K.K.S. Road, Jaffna,
on 30th January 1982,
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