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Editorial |

Playing our own trumpet!

The SATURDAY REVIEW will be 10-issues old
this week. Hardly a ripe time to take stock, one would
think. But we seem to have made such an impact in
such short-a time, (and with the Sinhala and Tamil New
Year round the corner) that we thought it would be good
to stretch back and take stock of the nine weeks of
journalism. Moreover, it is an advisable policy to play
one's own trumpet once in a while. Otherwise it may
get rusty.

No newspaper worth its salt should go on long in
‘the business without getting anonymous, abusive and
threatening letters. We were lucky. After the fifth
issue itself we began getting quite a few of them. Our
handwriting expert says that three of them were from
the same source, but we were not prepared to accept
his finding. One threatening letter came from a “Hindu
Terrorist”. Another anonymous letter raised doubts
about the Editor's parentage. Come to recall them, the
choice of words and style were uniformly passable.
Which only proves that the standard of the Queen's
English in our country has kept pace with the standard
of cowardice, intolerance and depravity . But our real
problem is really how to cope with the compliments and
encomia that keep pouring in, by post, in person and
by hearsay. In a country where public opinion is mostly
expressed in private, the amount of feed-back we get
from highly enthusiastic readers, both in the country and
abroad, is heart-warming.

J We also seem to have upset politicians of various
hues and shades of political persuasion, and other as-
sorted groups. Within this short time, we have also
trod on many corns. It just shows that journalism is
not like any other vocation. The professional hazards
are greater; but so are the rewards.

A word of explanation is necessary. As a paper
published in Jaffna, we are subject to a kind of scrutiny
which we find is peculiar to Jaffna. There is a tendency
to label every man, every institution and every pursuit.
There are some people who are not happy unless they
can affix a label on everything they see. Sometimes
they rush in prematurely and paste the wrong label and
then find the product taking on a form different from
the label. Which makes them angry with the product—
not with their own wrong assessments.

not be labelled, for the simple reason that we are truly
an independent paper; a claim that we make with al|
honesty and in all pride. We have no truck with any
political party, or racial or religious group or any organis-
ation or institution outside our own. We do not believe
in any sacred cows either. To communicate truthfully,
honestly, boldly—that is all we aspire to. Any offence
to human rights anywhere, irrespective of which quarter
it comes from, shall be our special concern.

Rs. 2

Jaffna

undergrads

Undergraduates and lecturers from the University of
Jaffna were assaulted physically and pelted with stones at
Sri Pada (Adam’s Peak) recently. The party consisted
mostly of Hindu Students who were climbing Sri Pada as
part of an educational tour of the island. “It was a night-
marish experience’' some members of the group told the

To all of them, we say: SATURDAY REVIEW can-

The only regional

SATURDAY REVIEW.
Shouting in Sinhala ¢ Para

Demalo™, “Jaffna  Kotiyas
(Tigers)”,  “What business
have you in Sri Pada?”’

some  unidentified men in
sarongs began to pelt stones
and hit them with sticks. A
young Assistant Lecturer lost
his wrist-watch by trying to
ward off a blow. Fortunately
no one was seriously injured.

Recounting the ordeal,
some students in the first
group said they had set out
on 23 March from Jaffna on
an educational tour of the
island; they were due to
return on_ 28 March.
had planned to climb Sri
Pada, revered by Buddhists,
Hindus, Muslims and Christ-
ians alike.

As scheduled, they arrived
at Nallathanni, close to the
foot of Sri Pada, on the
24th night. Even as the
driver tried to park the bus
he was brusquely shooed
away by a policeman attached
to the Nallathanni  police

post. He told the driver the
parking  spot was some
distance away. The police-

man was vociferously sup-
ported by some suspicious-
looking characters who were
hanging  around. They
seemed to be drunk.

Despite the ominous begin-
ning, the studemts—about 25

girls and 15 boys—and
lecturers decided to climb
Sri Pada.

The time was about 10.30
p.m. They split up into
groups of ten and began the
ascent. Just then some of
the shady characters whom
they had encountered earlier,
along with some  other
hooligans,

They -

and roughly brushed past the
girls. The students chose to
ignore the provocation.

The hoodlums went ahead
and squatied at a point where
the path forks, ome branch
leading to a Buddhist shrine.
Two groups of students—
only a few yards separated
one group from the other—
passed the fork, without the
hooligans ' making any move.

'lat Sri Pada

the girls and boys ran helter-
skelter.  Some appealed to
the Buddhist monk in the
nearby shrine for protection.
‘I don’t want to get involved
in all this® was the reply they
received.  Meanwhile  the
hooligans had vanished.

Once the ' situation had
quietened, the lecturers and
students decided  that the
safest thing was to get away
from Sri Pada as quickly
as possible, as they feared

the hooligans might come
back with reinforcements.

As they came down, they
were relieved to find another
batch of Jaffna  University

can no longer walk safely.

SRI PADA or ADAM’S PEAK known to the Hindus
as SIVANOLI PADA MALAI — another traditional
centre of Hindu pilgrimage in Sri Lanka where Hindus

But as the last group led
by a young assistant lecturer
came up to this point, a few

‘minutes later, the hooligans

began the attack.

Hearing the commotion

and the cries of alarm, the_
other two groups came rush-

ing down—only to receive the
same treatment.

In the pandemonium,
which lasted about 10 minutes,

. newcomers’

_undergraduates and lecturers

climbing up. This batch was
to have linked up with the
earlier group to climb Sri
Pada but, fortunately for
them, they couldn’t keep to
schedule.

Both batches turned back,
got into their vehicles and
made their exit—but not be-
fore some stones had shat-
tered a glass shutter of the
mini-bus.
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29-3-82,

The Editor,

Saturday Review.

Sir,

With reference to the letter
of Mr. Arul M. Rajendran
that appeared in the Review of
27-3-82.

Mr. Rajendran must re-

correct route. There is nothing
wrong in this. Sir, your edit-
orial is nothing but the truth.

Only, people who want to

hide facts would be worried
about your editorial.

Y ours truly,
V. Sinnathuraj.

Nallur,
Sir, .

Apropos the interesting
“Tiger Story” you carried in
your issue of 13 March, your
readers might be interested in
a striking parallel to Confucius’
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ted before the conquest by the
Portuguese Instead of pursuing
that mandate, the present
captain js going astray on a
diffe rent path of Development
etc. Development comes only
after freedom, and not vice
versa. Therefore people have

to direct the captain to steer

in the correct route and not
allow him to deviate.

The people have come to
know the truth and they can-
not be fooled any more and
they cannot keep quiet but tell
the captain to steer on the
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(Free translation)
“Better the forest where the
fierce tiger roams

Than the country where a
sceptred tyrant rules™.)

Yours faithfully,
K. K.

27, Carstens Crescent,

Wagamen,

Darwin, N.T. Australia,

23-3-1982.
Dear Sir,
Let me first congratulate you
on the continued publication
of the popular journal, the
weekly Saturday Review. It
is, performing an invaluable
task to all expatriates from
Sri Lanka. It is not unusual
to be out of touch with the
problems, trials and tribul-
ations of one’s fellow count-
rymen when one leaves his
country for a few years.
Journals such as yours, help
us to participate in the ambi-
tions and aspirations of our
people. I hope your journal
continues to fulfil this need.

Secondly I wish to make
a request that you publish
addresses to which dona -
tions for charitable causes
could be sent. This is for
the benefit of overseas resi®
dents. In your issue  of
13-3-82 you published news
reports of requests for as-
sistance for such admirable
projects like the Cancer
Treatment Centre and  the
Public. Library Fund. It
would help foreign donations
if addresses can be included
in these appeals.

Yours Sincerely;
Bertie Sebastianpillai

(Regarding Reader Bertie
sebastianpillai’s request. don-
ations to the Cancer Treat-
ment Centre could be sent
to Dr. S. Sabaratnam, Secret-
ary, The Council for the

. Establishment of Cancer Treat-

ment Centre, Jaffna District,
No. 2, First Cross St., Jaffna,
Sri Lanka.

Donations to ‘the Jaffna
Public Library Fund could
be sent to The Jaffna Public
Library Trust Fund, Account
No. 2893, Bank of Ceylon.
Jaffna, with advice to the
Mayor — Editor)
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Itis the princely privilege
of the head of government
in a parliamentary democracy
to decide when ito  order
elections. Sometimes,
circumstances may limit his
options, but generally he has
some leeway in deciding on
the timing, so that he cap
keep not only his oppgments
but even his own party men
guessing. President Jaya-
wardene appears to be enjoy-
ing this power just now
while  speculation rages in
political circles and in the
Press about his intentions.

In the normal course,
Parliament’s  six-year  life
ends on August 3,1983. This
means that fresh elections
have to be held by the end
of October next year, the

atest, to comply with the
constitutional requirement
that the new Parliament

shall meet not later than
three months after the date
on which the dissolution is
proclaimed.

PRESIDENTIAL
OR GENERAL ?

. The poll for the election
of the President has to be
held not less than one month
or not more than two months
before the expiry of the six-
year term of the person in
office. As Mr. Jayawardene
is entitled to remain in office
until February 3, 1984, the
election will - have to be
between = November 4 and
December 4 next year.

It will be a tremendous
strain for Sri Lanka if two
nation-wide elections are held
close together. The sensible
course will be to hold both
elections simultaneously. This
will  also prevent - the
emergence of the untenable---
and even dangerous—-situa-
tion where the President is
confronted  with a hostile
political majority m Parlia-
ment.

Current indications are
that Mr, Jayawardene will
opt for an early presidential
¢lection. For this purpose,
the  Constitution needs
amendment because, unlike
Parliament which can be “dis-
solved at any time (after one
year of its coming into
existence), the timing of the
presidential election is fixed.
Pushing an amendment
through will pose no problem
because it is only an exten-
-sion of the term of office
that requires endorsement by
the people at a referen-
dum.

Mr. Jayawardene’s advisers
seem to believe that with the
opposition still - divided and
Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike
out of the field, the United
National Party will have a
better chance at a presidential
than a general election.

Saturday Rewview

If an election is held and
Mr. Jayawardene is elected,

it would immeasurably
strengthen his hapd in deal-
ing with recalcitrant q]@mqgts
within the UNP—and with
the party elected to power at
the ngxt geperal election,
should it be any other than
his own.

More, it would induce
foreign aid-givers and in -
vestors to keep up their as-
sistance because of the as-

Elections -
keeping the
opponents
guessing

surance of continuity of
Government.
by  Gamini Navaratne i

An early presidential elec-
tion in which Mr. Jayawar-
dene is the winner would
also serve to regularise what
some jurists regard are two
“irregularities”. First is that
having been sent to Parlia-
ment for a six-year term,
Mr. Jayawardene extended
his own stay in the seat of
power by six months through
a constitutional device, much
like Mrs. Bandaranaike who
extended the life of her last
regime by two years without
the consent of the people.

Secondly, Mr. Jayawardene
was not elected President by
the people directly, as requir-
ed under the Constitution,
but secured his position
through another constitu-
tional device which decreed
that he was ‘‘deemed for all
purposes to have been elected
as the President.”

Whether it be a parlia-
mentary or presidential elec-
tion, the most likely date is
a few months before the next
Budget is presented.

It is interesting to note
that all past national elec-
tions, with the exception of
the 1947 general election,had
been held betyeen March

and July.

Mr. Jayawardene has said
he would not grant a pardon
to Mrs. Bandaranaike
“‘because she has not reform-
ed.” The ex-Prime Minister
has retorted. that she had
not asked for one, though
several times she has chal-
lenged him to hold a re-
ferendum on the issue or
face her at the elections after
restoring her civic rights.

Mrs. Bandaranaike was al-
ready a vanquished foe when
her civic rights were taken
away. This was akin to
hitting a person when he or
she was down. Now there
is a proposal to pass fresh
legislation  placing  more
curbs on her, so that she

President
statement that he cannot
grant Mrs. Bandaranaike a
pardon, and Mrs, Bandara-
naike’s retort that she had
not asked for one, sounds
very much like an exchange
in that old nursery rhyme;

““What is your fortunq,
my pretty maid?
My face is my fortune,
Sir, she said.
Then I cannot marry you
my pretty maid;

Nobody asked you,

Sir, she said.”

Jayawardene’s -

would be prevented from
playing any part at an .elec-
tion, not even to remain a
silent spectator on the stage
of her party candidates. of
course, she could hold Bodhi
pujas right next to the stage!

Why this political persecu-
tion of Mrs. Bandaranaike?
The answer is quite clear.
Despite her civic disabilities,

she continues to be the main-
. rallying point for forces op-

posed to the UNP. And
Mr. Jayawardene is con-
scious—and obviously afraid
of this fact.

If Mr. Jayawardene is not
afraid of Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
political potential, then,apart
from reasons of chivalry, it
would enhance Mr. Jaya -
wardene’s claim to be a
“democrat” if he were to
grant her a pardon before
the next elections. This

would also be in keeping
with: that “spirit of San
Francisco” of which he is
the proud father.

The President has cancel-
led a  multi-million-rupee
tender awarded by the
Fertiliser Corporation. Good.
The President has taken
away the Corporation from
the Minister of Agricultural
Development and Research

>
R

Mr. E. L. Senanayake. Very
good.

What next ?

No doubt the good Minis-
ter has been put imto this
embarrassing position by one
or more of his officials who
had been up to some. hanky-
panky and he had io take:
responsibility for what they’
had done.

This is the construction I
am putting on this episode-
because I for one do not for
a moment believe despite the
various stories in political
circles that any Hon. Minis-
ter (or M.P., for that matter)
in the Dharmista Govern -
ment will consciously do any
thing wrong or dishomest. -

UGLY STORIES
POSSIBLE

The President owes the
people an explanation just
why he acted the way he did.
Otherwise, more ugly stories
are bound to be put into
circulation by the enemies of
the Minister, who might
resign in disgust. This would
be a calamity for the UNP’
for the Government and for
Sri Lanka.
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That Terrorism Act
Amendment Bill

MR. SARATH
M
MUTTETUWEGAMA

Mr. Speaker, I want to say:
one thing as a preface to
what I have to say about
this Act. That is, that the
Government and certain sec-
tions of the people are try-
ing to show that this is an
Act which is aimed at those
sections of the Tamil people
who have been nebulously;
loosely described as the Tiger
Movement. We are not here
to find out who are members’
of the Tiger Movement;
whether ~ it exists and in
what forms it exists. But
if one reads the original
Act and considers the Amend-
ment to this Act in ftoto.
one will se¢ that this is not
an Act which can be limited
to one section of the people,
to one racial group, or even
to one minority within that
racial group. ‘

If one looks at this Act, it
is clear that it covers a number
of situations, and that ter-
rorism itself —the words— is
capable of such wide defini-
tion that large numbers of
people in this counfry can
be brought up, charged under
this Act, and held in deten-
tion under orders made by
the Minister or, as amended
by this Bill, by ‘‘any author-
ity”” under the provisions of
this Act.

I would like to refer to
the original Act itself and
to the Preamble to the Act.
The Preamble to the Act
is an apology. The Preamble
to the Act is not only an
apology, it is a confession
that this Act is a monstrous
Act. It is a confession that
the Act is not an Act that is
worthy of a civilized country-
1t is a confession of the fact
that this Act refuses the spi-
rit of what his Excellency has
said on a number of earlier
occasions.  Those occasions
have been so ably quoted
by the Hon. Member for Nal-
fur (Mr. M. Sivasithampa-

ram). What does the Pre-
@amble say? It starts by
‘saying:

of the ‘Democrati¢ Socialist
i Republic of Sri Lanka con-
-} tinues.to affirm that men
and inst’ituti‘ons: remain
free only when freedom' is
founded upon respect for
the Rule of Law and that
. grievances should be redres-
{ sed by constitutional
mgthods 32 : :
- That is the first paragraph
€0 the Preamble to the original
Act which is sought to be
amended today.. I want to
ask the Hon. Minister of
Justice whether by this am-
endment itself you have not
wviolated the first paragraph
of the Preamble. The Pre-
amble says that the. rule
of law must prevail. . Now,
what you are seeking to. do
is to come here before the
spk is dry on the judgment
«f the Supreme Court sub-

“Whereas the Parliament’

vert the rule of law, {change
the verdict of the Supreme
'Court by a legislative process
“and thereby deny the effect
of the Supreme Court judg-
ment.

So, what happens to this

Preamble? I 'think, when
you are amending this legist-
ation, Mr. Minister, you

might as well start by amend-
ing the first paragraph of the
Preamble  because you are
interfering with the rule of
law.

Then it goes on to the
apology.  This Government,
when it  introduced - this
legislation, realizing that this
was retroactive legislation,
that this was legislation which
enabled confessions to be ad-
mitted not only against the-
maker of the confessions but
also against other. co-accused-
matters which . have been
criticized time out of number
by :Members of the United
National ~Party ~when they
were :in the Opposition, all
‘matters. incorporated ‘in this
Act—have therefore got the
third paragraph of the Pre-
amble. . That says:

“And whereas other de-
mocratic  countries have
enacted special legislation
to deal with acts of ter-
rorism:’’

Therefore, the sequitur is,
we are also enacting legisl-
ation. Some of the democr-
atic countries have enacted
legislation to deal with ter-
rorism; therefore the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka is also proceed-
ing to do the same.

 :My Friend, the Hon.Mem-
ber for. Nallur:(Mr. M. Siva-
_sithamparam)  has shown
"' from' responsible people how
" 'they ‘have compared. this

legislation and in which de-
__mocratic countries they have
found a likeness in’ this
legislation. = South Africa a
 state which has got the most
pernicious system of apartheid
and in order to enforce that
system of apartheid has got
‘the most deplorable ‘adminis-
trative and judicial authorities
with which the Government
of South Africa has armed
itself—it is the legislation of
that country to which " this
legislation has been ¢ompared.

Therefore, this Preamble,
which is as I said,an apology
and a confession, in itselfis an
admission that is legislation
which the Government did

not  dare to bring without
‘all these extraneous quota-
tions.

The Members of the United
National Party in this House,
if T may use the expression,
have been taken for a ride
on a number of occasions.
One of the rides on which
they are still going is - the
ride that they were taken on
when they passed the Con-
stitution, - with its propor-
tionate  representation, the
list system, the inability - to
cross over from one side of
the House to the other.They
failed to see the effects of
that at the time when they
passed it. As I said on an
earlier occasion in this House,
everybody was full of such
euphoria that they thought
things would continue to Te-
main as they were at that
time. So given assuranees
by someone Of the other,

slightest possibility of any
kind of tension - developing
anywhere in . the country.

First of all, I would ask
the Hon. Minister - why he
has not amended the Pre-
amble on another matier, or
rather, the Title of this Act.
The Title of the Act is *Pre-
vention = of Terrorism” in
paranthesis “Temporary Pro-
visions”. If he is deleting
section 29, the temporary
provisions section can also
be removed, because this is
permanent provision. You
can either say “Prevention of
Terrorism (Permanent Prov-
isions)”” or you can say “Pre-
vention of Terrorism’ and
delete  “Temporary Provis-
ions” and leave it at that.
When we have “Prevention of
Terrorism (Temporary Pro-
visions)” and delete Section
29, it has no meaning what-
ever. It is Section 29 that

"IN PARLIAMENT

they put up their hands and
passed that legislation.

When this Prevention of
Terrorism Act was enacted,
there is no doubt that - if
anybody among the Mem-
bers "of Parliament belonging
to the United National Party
read this legislation and
raised any question, he would
have been told: “This 1s a
serious matter, there is ter-
rorism in. the North, Police
Officers have been killed, and
therefore we must deal with
that, and this is to deal with
that.”

gives temporariness to this
provision......

~ As long ago ‘as British
times even the ' British ad-
ministrators in this country
realized that confessions were
dangerous to admit. It is a
questioh of the fundamental
liberty of the subject. If you
are allowing people to be
taken to a Police Station or
to an army camp oOf some-
where and crushed, tortured
and confession extracted. and
the only evidence against that
man is that confession, and
if you can convict the man of

MIR]E condemns the Bill

The Nothern branch

of the movement for

Inter-Racial

Justice and Equality (MIRJE) at a ‘meeting held at Percival

Hall, Jaffna, on 28 March,

condemning the

Prevention of Terrorism
visions) Act ‘and ‘the recent amendment

unanimously passed a resolution

( Temporary Pro-
bill. The resolution

also called for the repeal of the Actand the bill.

Among the 'participants
Fr. Paul Caspersz,
sithamparath, M. P.

at the the meeting were Rev.
President - of MIRIE, Mr. M. Siva-
.and - Attorney-at-Law,
sooriya and’ Mr. J.. F. Xavier.

Mr. Prins Raja-

In fact, in the original
legislation, Section 29 says.
«yalid for 3 years”. That
is also to be amended.

As 1 said earlier, there are
a2 number of provisions in this
Act which are not necessary
and apply not only to the
question - of terrorism in the
North but really apply to all
situations where there is the

that offence based upon that
confession, then we ar¢ mov-
ing into a very dangerous
era in the history of the
administration of the law in
this country. But this goes
further than that. It says
not only is the confession
admissible against the man
who makes it, it is admissible
against the co-accused. Sec-
tion 16 of that Act says

that it is admissible against
the co-accused also. So what
will you have if five people
are charged with an offence,
and one of them makes a
confession  involving  the
other four, and’ that is also:
admissible evidence against
the other four? You could
even have a situation where
a stool pigeon is an accused,
he makes a confession, that
confession involves other ac--
cused, - that is admissible
against them, it is used fto
convict all five and later ad-
ministrative  prerogatives are
used to pardon the stool pigeon
so that he suffers nothing
by the confession he made
or the trial he underwent.

That is one aspect of the
matter regarding confessions.
But a much more serious
matter exists regarding two
other aspects of this law,
and that is the Detention.
Orders and Restriction Orders
that can be placed under
this Act. What does it really
mean? 1 think the Hon:
Member for Nallur (Mr. M-
Sivasithamparam) pointe d
out that the first people to be
detained under this Act were
some trade union workers in
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
trade union * office on 2
frivolous complaint, which
turned out later to be an
utterly frivolous - complaint
where somebody had alleged
that they were going to
throw bombs at His Excel-
lency, the President. - They
were kept under the provis-
jons of this Act of some- -
thing like that—(interruption)
Were they Tamils? = They
were not Tamils. They were
not members of the Tiger
Movement. I do not think
they have anything to do
with any kind of tiget. There
was a dentist somewhere I
think, as far as I know-(inter-
ruption). They were rather
old cubs. Anyway, the fact
is that those old tiger cubs
were the people who were
kept under this Act.

What does these Deten-
tion and Restriction Orders
involve for all of us? Section
9 of the main Act—look how
subjective  all this is—says
“Where the Minister has
reason to believe”, the entire
subjective decision on the
part of the Minister, not to
be tested anywhere, “where

‘the Minister has reason to

believe or suspect that any

(Continued on page )]
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The Queen’s English:

culpable

hoLnjEide

not amounting to

murder

According to Section 294
of the Penal Code most of
the killings that take place
in the North are not murders.
That section says that if a
person causes death by doing
an act which he, in good
faith, believes to be lawful
and in the interests of the
public then the person has
not committed murder. There
is no premeditation of the
act and the intention to kill
is not there. To be more
explicit let us look at the
core of the problem. .

The Jaffna boy who com-
pletes his  education after
_ three attempts at the Varsity
Entrance Examination or ob-
taining a  degree certificate
thinks
employed  either in this
country or abroad.., Due to
pressure from the home front
he would apply, but half-
heartedly, to Banks, Corpor-
ations and other such institu-
tions in this country. At the
same time he would show
great interest in trying to get
a job in a foreign land.

““ English is

‘teaching here ”

About two  years « and
twenty thousand rupees later
he will come down to. mother
earth and think of sensible
avenues at home.” A friend
might suggest growing onions
and chillies at Kilinochchi
and another might ‘teach him
the economics of going on
‘pilgrimages’ to India. After
studying the feasibility reports
of all such projects our young
man would decide on embark-
ing upon the most lucrative
business with the least pos-
sible capital that is popular
in this country today-namely
conducting  tuition classes.

Although anything from
Aeronautics = to  Zoology
could be taught with a piece
of chalk a practical business-
man will choose' to teach
English—the  easiest subject
that one could teach today.
Any young boy with a credit
in English at the ‘O’ Level
and a pair of slacks is adequ-
. ately - qualified to  teach
English today. If he cleans
up the front room in his
house, nails a blackboard on
the wall, puts in some desks
and benches and hangs a
board saying  “English is
teaching here”’, he would find
the room filled before dusk

seriously of getting

with boys and girls—the
prospective employees of the
Abdullas of the Middle East
and the Cheng Chang Foos
of the Far East—eager to
pick a little of this universal
language. He could teach
just “Spoken English only or
Spoken English with Gram-
mer”’. That is how the word
grammar was spelt on the
large wall posters that were
seenon the city walls recently.
Yes, ‘“‘Spoken English with
Grammer” but without spell-
ing.

One reason why it is easy
to teach English is that the
student who comes to the
class is

beginner.  If one tries to

teach subjects like Physics or ]

;Irade ‘Unions protest fo Presiden

“_

Botany he would be found
out. His shortcomings would
be exposed sooner or later.
Then of course you can fol-
low the old methods instead
of using the new systems.
Remember how we studied
Latin in the good old days-
mensa,- mensa, - .mensam,
mensae, mensae, mensa. And
with all the men around they
said that it was still feminine
in gender. We have - seen
many a student cramming
similar slogans. 1 am being
taken for a ride. He is being
taken for a ride. We are
being taken for a ride. They
are being taken for a ride.
The clearer the petro-dollars
and the Chinese girls in his
vision the louder would be
the chanting.

_ Then, there are the sample
essays written by the ‘English
Sir’ himself for. the benefit
of the students. This is where
the alleged murders te%ke
place. The Queen’s English
is hanged, drawn and quarter-
ed without any mercy. But
as we said earlier the inten-
tion to kill is not there. The
teacher thinks in good fa_ith
that he is doing a genuine
service. ' The student then
tries a hand at writing essays
and more ‘culpable homicides’
follow. = Actually these ‘mur-
ders’ take place all over the

country.

Some good Samaritans,
learned in the language,
purporting to stop these

murders publish books for
these students, and confusion
is worse confounded. One
author of a ‘Spoken English’
book throwing simplicity to
the winds gives sentences
such as ‘What is your father?’
and “What is his wife’s call-
ing?”’.
cannot be found fault with
if he answers the first ques-

Naturally a beginner

tion, ‘My father is a man’ and
the latter, ‘His wife is calling
the servant boy’!  Then
again he gives the answer
to the question, ‘How old
is your sister? as' ‘She is
four and twenty’. Fortunate-
ly, ‘the answer wasn’t, ‘She
is the square of four plus
ten minus two’, for then we
would require an electronic
calculator to study English.

Then there was another
author whose book had these
sentences - They had not
been smuggling gems, Had
my neighbours been smuggl-
ing gems? Can they smuggle

generally a raw

diamonds from Ceylon to
India?, You had no precious
stones at home, You will
have been smuggling gems,
They  dont know how to
smuggle gems and diamonds.
These sentences were given
as examples at various places
in the book. We are definite
that the student who studies
this book even if he fails to
grasp the grammar and . the
Spoken English would have
learnt the rudiments of the
art of smuggling gems out
of the country.

We are glad to see that
English, for the good of
everybody and the country,
has come back. Speaking
frankly, English never went
away from the people who

had the future of their
children at heart. It was only
the gullible masses who

sacrificed a whole generation
at the altar of power hungry
politicians. The affluent

retained it, spoke the langu-
age at home, used it to name
their mansions, write letters,
send telegrams, invitations
and print Bharatha Natya
Arangetram  Cards.  Their
dogs spoke English only.
Punch and Judy would obey
when told to ‘Go and lie
down’. And the woman who
calls her troublesome neigh-
bour a son-of-a-bitch would
cuddle her pet and say “Oh!
you naughty girl”.

If, as we found a few days
ago, a garment factory at
Minuwangoda — a  hundred
percent - Sinhala  speaking-
village, only a few miles
away from the village of the
birth and final resting ground
of the founder of *“Sinhala
Only”—should advertise for
girls who are ‘VERY FLU-
ENT IN ENGLISH’ then
certainly, without an iota of
doubt, we could say that
English has come back.

A protest letter dated March
| 25, sent to President Jeyawar-
dene by the convener of the
Hatton Joint Committee of
Trade Unions and Voluntary
Organizations, . Mr. Jeffrey
Abayasekera, states:

Your Excellency,

“Further to our letter to
you dated 18-1-82, we write to
register a strong protest again-
st the manner in which the
Army and Police have sur-
rounded and searched the
home of Dr. and Dr. (Mrs.)
S. Rajasunderam and the office

of Gandhiyam Society Ltd.,
in Vavuniya on 18-2-82. We
understand . that certain files
and photographs of the Gan-
dhiyam Society have been
taken to the Gurunagar Army
Camp and have not been re-
turned to date. We fail to
understand why these files are
being retained by the Army.
If the police are investigating
Gandhiyam Society Ltd., the
Gandhiyam Society should be
informed of the charges being
made and given a list of the
documents being retained. We
urge you to ensure that due
processes of law are observed

A quality

collection deserves

a

Showroom

4% Jewellery Mart umme

JEWELLERS AND GEM MERCHANTS

both by the Police and the
Army acting in conjunction
with them.

“We have also learnt about
the encroachment - of lands
occupied for about five years
by hill country Tamils at
Pudukulam near Maniyar-
kulam. The lands of eight fa-
milies were encroached upon

' by Sinhala colonists in the

area with the support of the
Army.There is a climate of fear
and tension in this area and
we would greatly appreciate
your intervention in this mat-

ter.”

quality
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We know that there
are only certain places that
we can go to. And it is
because the -whole world is
not open to us that it is
necessary for us to preserve
this land of ours not only
for ourselves, but also for

those who will settle down.

here.

I would appeal to my
Indian brethren not to. be
a tool in the hands of -anyone
who is trying to crush us.
We are trying to live in
this world, and 1 hope that
the others, merely because
they cannot get the vote or
get an influence in the country
will not allow themselves to
be made tools of to crush us.
I say it with a lot of feeling.
[ can tell you, Sir, this
country feels to a man the
injustice that is going to be
done to us.

We have for the last one
hundred years been hoping
that we would get the op-
portunity of deciding on our
fature. We have been work-
ing patiently; and we have
asked our friends and all
who have come here, not to
go away, but to join us and
cast their lot with the people
of this country. Give us
the opportunity of deciding
on our future; that is all we
ask.

“This is the

only place for us’

We know what has hap-

pened to the natives of
Australia. Australia has
prospered. But have the

natives there prospered? We
do not want to be in our
country what the natives of
Australia are in theirs. We
have lived here for two
thousand years, and this is
the only place that we hdve
to live in.

I af)peal to my European
friends, to my Indian friends,
and to my brethren who
have been with us for
centuries, to realize that in
crushing the Sinhalese, they
will only be cutting the nose
to spite the face. We say
that we do not want to keep
the Indians, or anyone else
out. But we say, if you are
prepared to come to Ceylon
and make this your home,
then make this your home

1928

and be one of us. But if
you have interests some-
where else, and if you want
to come- here merely for the
sake of earning a living,
then why do you claim a
share in the Government of
this country?

We know that the Indians
are people who have to live,
and we know that they have
a big country. We have no

big country; we have only

this small bit of land for
ourselves, and in this land
we have to live, and our
children have to live. It
is for that purpose we say
that we want this country
preserved for ourselves.

We do not ask for ex-
clusive rights for the Sinhalese.
We ask for equal rights for
everyone who is domiciled
here, but not for those who
have their domicile and their
interests somewhere else. If
an Indian comes here and
settles down he will know
what the permanent interests
of the country are, and he
would naturally be one of
us. The Indians have lived
with us for a number of
years, and they have shown
more sympathy to the Sinha-
lese than to any other com-
munity, for the Ceylonese
than for anyone else. The
Indians are suffering from
the want of a Government
of their own. However good
an outside Government may
be, a Government of one’s
own is a Government that
everyone would desire. The
Indians have themselves suf-
fered, and naturally, they
sympathize with us.

And all that we say is
“We do not want to get rid
of anyone from this Island.
Let us live together; let us
be citizens of this country
and not citizens of any other”
We do not want to be in-
volved in the political trouble
the Indians are having at

the present time, however
much we may sympathize
with the Indians. In short,

we do not want to be pawns
in the hands of the politicians
of India. That is why we
say that the franchise should
be extended only to those
Indians who are domiciled
in Ceylon, to persons whose
interests are in Ceylon. If
a person’s interests are in
Ceylon, he would try to
advance those interests and
he would not think of any-
thing that was happening in,
say, India, or play his cards

debate

to suit the requirements of
politicians in India.

My honourable friend the
Senior Indian Member had
realized this danger when he
said that in future we must
try to prevent adventurers
from coming to these shores.
He realized that some protec-
tion was necessary. ~He
knows his country; he goes
there often, and he realizes
that there is a  possibility
of adventurers coming over
to Ceylon from India. If he

«“ A Government

effect the abolition of com-
munal representation. I appeal
to Indians to return Indians
to the Legislative Council.

The sentence ‘I appeal to
Indians to return Indians to
the Legislative Counci ” fol-
lows that about the aboli-
tion of communal represent-
ation!

let the Indians in Ceylon
Jearn to look upon Ceylon as
their motherland. That is

of

one’s own 18 a
Government that
everyone would desire’’

— D. S. Senanayake

fears it, how much more
must we fear such a danger
overtaking us, especially after
he has warned us of it? My
honourable friend is an
honest man, Sir, a man who

has lived in this country,
whose father has lived in
this country, and whose

grandfather has lived in this

country. He ftells us to
beware of adventurers from
India. Can the Sinhalese

protect themselves from these
adventurers from India? I

mean to say, after all, how

are they trying to protect
themselves ?

I will here read to Yyou,
Sir, a message sent by an
Indian leader, Mr. Satiya -
murti, M.L.C., to his coun-
trymen in Ceylon, and I
would ask Honourable Mem-
bers to consider it:—

I think you had better accept
the Donoughmore Commiss-
ion franchise. 1  would
suggest a reduction of the
duration of the  residential
qualification from five years to
three  years. Indians must

the right
render to Mother

service they can
India.

We are told that we have
come from India, Sir, and I
believe we did so. People
even say that all the people
in this world came from
Ceylon. They say that Adam
and Eve were here and were
sent out. But whatever it
is, it is no use talking about
past history. We have to
think of present conditions.

Look at that message that
I read out just now. Mr.
Satiyamurti, a great Indian
leader, wants the Indians
here to ‘“‘effect the abolition
of communal representation’
and “to return Indians to
the Legislative Council”.

Well, Sir, I ask, 'is that
why they want the vote?
And is that becoming part
of ourselves? We want the
Indians in Ceylon to be
Ceylonese, to be domiciled
here; we do not deny them
citizenship. . Even the Com-

missioners themselves realiz-
ed the necessity for confin-
ing the privilege of the vote to
those who have a permanent
interest in the country. They
say on page 87 of their report:

. the privilege of vot-
ing should be  confined to
those who have an abiding
interest in the country or who
may be regarded as perman-
ently settled in the Island.

That is all we ask for.
We want the people, whether
they be Indians—we would
like to call them Ceylonese,
but if they want to call
themselves Indians or define
themselves as  Indians, we
have no objection — oOf
whether they be anyone else,
to have a permanent interest
in Ceylon. We would welcome
the Indians as Ceylonese, but
if they have no permanent
interests in Ceylon, then let
them be Indians and let them
look after themselves. As it
is, we know that the Indian
Government ~ looks  after
them, Is it fair to ask for
these people the power to
influence this  Government
from outside, and to influence
the electorate? Is it reason-
able to expect any set of
people to have two Govern-
ments to act on their behalf?
They must be citizens either
of India or of Ceylon. They
are considered to be citizens
of India and they are protect-
ed by the Indian Govern-
ment. The Indian Govern-
ment have their Agent in
Ceylon who looks after these
Indians, and yet they want
to be part of the people of
Ceylon. If they want to be
citizens of ‘Ceylon, if they
want to cast their lot with
us altogether, they should
not look for protection from
outside. They must give up
that protection before they
ask for any right. That is
one of the conditions which
should be imposed before a
person is admitted as a citizen
of Ceylon.

(To be continued)
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The death of Mr. Kathira-
velupillai, M.P., the theore-
tician of the Tamil United
Liberation Front on March
31, last year removed from
the political (scene of the
island of Ceylon a statesman
who possessed a clear vision
of what is in store for the
Tamil nation in the future.
The concept of “futurology’,
in political science was some-
thing that he fully under-
stood.

What explanation we could
give we do not know, but
it so happened that he passed

away on 3lst March, 1981,

the 83rd birth anniversary of
the late lamented Leader Mr.
S. J. V. Chelvanayagam, the
Moses of Tamil Eelam. His
death acquired an added
importance because he ‘died
in Madras, the capital city
of Tamil Nadu and that too
on his mission to create the
necessary Tamil opinion and
Indian opinion for the noble
cause he was championing.

HIS LOGICAL
APPROACH

Before his visit to Madras
he wrote letters to Dr. Era.
Janarthanam and to me to
meet the prominent leaders
of all parties, especially
Indira Gandhi the Prime
MiniSter of India, University
Deans, legal luminaries and
heads of important institu-
tions like the Civil Rights
Movement, Amnesty Inter-
national and Gandhi Peace
Foundation. But fate destin-
ed it otherwise and before
he could meet the above
personalities death snatched
him away.

Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai
who was born on the 24th
Oct. 1924, did his degree in
Philosophy at the University
of Ceylon. Later he did his
law and was one of the lead-
ing civil lawyers of the
Ceylonese Bar. His duration
of life on earth was just 57
years, a half of a century
and seven years added to it.

He unsuccessfully contest-
ed the Jaffna seat in 1960, as
a candidate of the then
Tlankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi.
But from the year of 1965
he continued as MP for
Kopay till his death.

His contributions in parlia-
ment was limited for the
simple reason that he believed
that conversion is impossible
in the parliamentary set-up
that is prevailing in Ceylon.
The leading Sinhala parties
had already formed opinions
on fundamental issues pert-
aining to the Tamil Nation
and it was always the perpet-
pal rule of the permanent
majority.  As such he felt
that his speeches in parlia-
ment would be just a cry
in the wilderness. But on
important occasions he did
make speeches so that they

may go on record for poster-
ity and on these occasions
the entire members of the
parliament listened with rapt
attention because what he
said was completely different
both in content and in the
form of delivery. Even at
mass meetings he made short
speeches but people listened
with utmost care because
what he said = was always
something new and profound.

But he was at his best in
discussions and seminars.Very.
often I have witnessed the
audience listening with spell-
bound silence to what he spoke.

No foreign delegates or
foreign correspondents ever
thought that their visit to

Jaffna was complete without
meeting Mr. S. Kathiravelu-
pillai. His logical approach,
his legal acumen and his
philosophical bent of mind
always brought in the desired
change in the minds of the
audience. The conversion was
very often visible.

In 1958 he headed a team
in Jaffna to provide relief
for the Tamil evacuees who
were beaten and chased by
hoodlums during the anti-
Tamil riots of 1958. With
the natural tenacity he pos-
sessed, he tackled the critical
situation in such a manner
that he earned the respect and
love of all.-

‘IDEALS ARE

o AN SHA B AR T e

IMMORTAL’
o TR R A AR

In 1961 he led the anti-
government Sathyagraha
campaign in Mannar and
maintained the morale of the

struggle.  His philosophical
attitude to life’s problems
and his natural wit and

humour helped his followers
to maintain dignity, discip-
line and decorum even at
the most crucial period of
the struggle. When the
military indulged in violence
and tried to provoke the
masses he stood like a rock
and maintained peace and
tranquillity.

Mr. Kathiravelupillai was
never a mass leader nor
did he ever desire 1

Garlands, mass ovations and
personal platitudes never ap-
pealed to him. Very often
he would say we are attach-
ing too much importance to
personalities and forgetting
the ideals. ‘“Men are mortal
but ideals are immortal. Let
us stand for the ideals and
forget the personalities” was
the advice he often gave us.

Typical of a civil lawyer he
never indulged in unneces-
sary words. For love of
words he was never prepared
to lose a case. Every word

S.Kathiravelu

ilai:

In memory

GRS
| by M. K. Eelaventhan
he u_ttered, 'whether.it be in If the Tamils were to 1 loudly proclaim that
Tamil or in English con- survive as a separate entity Tamil Eelam’s independence
veyed deep and profound they must rule themselves. and Indian security are in-

thoughts and they have be-
come quotable quotes among
the Tamil masses. With a
smile radiating in his face
he would often say, “‘winn-
ing a case is easy but winning
a cause is ‘difficult. It is high
time we concentrated and
made sacrifices to win causes
rather than cases’.

S. Kathiravelupillai

When he spoke of Ceylon
he would say that was not a
country but an island con-
sisting of two nations—the
Sinhala nation and Tamil
nation. He would further
add and say “The lack of
recognition of  this funda-
mental truth is the cause for
all the political ills of the
island. The Sinhalese and
the Tamils were never histor-
ically one and the amalgam-
ation of the Sinhala—Ter-
ritory and the Tamil-Ter-
ritory that was brought to-
gether by the Britishers was
for their administrative con-
venience. This bondage must
be broken” was the constant
advice he gave us.

In a comparative study of
South Africa and Ceylon he
put in a nutshell his theme:
<‘Racial  discrimination  in
South Africa is only skin deep
but in Ceylon it is soul deep”’.

To the Tamils he con-
stantly advised that they had
no future in the South of
Ceylon—the Sinhala ter -

. ritory. More than the ques-

tion of preserving the senti-
ment of culture and the
language of the Tamils,
their very physical survival
demanded that they must get
back to the Tamil homelands
in the northern and eastern

~ provinces of Ceylon.

This is not being proclaimed
out of hatred for anybody
but in the recognition of the
historic truth that no nation
can preserve its ideniity and
individuality in the long run
at the mercy of another
nation however good and
generous it may be. History
is replete with the profund-
ity and nobility of this ut-
terance.

He also ridiculed the con-
cept of developing the Tamil
areas without political power
and he warned us that the
development of the Tamil
areas in the present context by
the Sinhala Government will
only result in depriving us of
our homeland as it would
amount to further Sinhala
Colonization. We are living
to see his prophecy coming
true.

Another saying of  his
which keeps on ringing in
our ears, is that in a freedom
struggle we cannot be mere
onlookers or observers. A
struggle for freedom is not
mere cricket or football for
us to watch and comment
on its merits and demerits.
In a freedom struggle there
is no place for observers.
All of us should be parti-
cipants in our own way. Our
contribution to the freedom
struggle may vary in form
and action but we have all
got a part to play is a foregone
conclusion.

The last advice he gave
me before 1 left the shores
of Tamil EELAM on my
mission to India was that

- me in his last letter.

separable and therefore it
should be the duty of the
Indian Government to find a
peaceful and  honourable
solution to the Tamil prob-:
lem in Ceylon. If a solu-
tion is not found in the near.
future, intervention of the
power blocs in Trincomalee
will be a'permanent threat
to the Indian Ocean and
Indian security. This advice
I strictly adhered to and Delhi
political circles favourably
responded to my call. I
conveyed this to Mr. Kathira-
velupillai and he congratul-
ated me on my achievement
and this was conveyed to
But
before he could complete
this mission and make it a
total success death snatched
him away from us.

ACHIEVEMENT
OF HIS GOAL

The void that has been
created by his demise is not
easy to fill. But we who are
his disciples who have been
nurtured and trained by him
with love and care will carry
his mission to a total success
and the restoration of Tamil
EELAM is not a distant cry.
We hope ‘to achieve it in the
very near future. If not
now, when? If not we, who?
is the question that is driving
us to action. The achieve-
ment of our goal is the last-
ing tribute that we are going
to pay him in his loving
memory.

BORN: October 24. 1924

~ CITATION

THE TAMILS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
PROUDLY SALUTE AND CITE

Mr. $. Kathirauelupillai, A1.3.

For His
QUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS AND SERVICE
TO THE TAMILS OF CEYLON

LONG LIVE TAMIL EELAM

DIED: March 31, 198!
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last is&ue)

At Independence, the
Ceylon Tamil population held
a disproportionately high per-
centage of employment in the
prestigious Ceylon  civil
service and of admission to
the most important faculties
of educational institutions.
This has been aftributed
variously to the excellent
English education  provided
by Christian  missionary
schools in the Tamil area,
to the relative difficulty of
earning a living in the more
arid Tamil area, thus driv-
ing Tamils to employment
iu government service and
the professions, and to the

consciousness by Tamils of.

their minority status. The
British maintained a neutral
position with regard to the
ethnic groups but the superior
ability of the Tamils in English
gave them advantages during
the colonial era.

¢« SINHALA ONLY '’ AND
STANDARDIZATION

To combat the advantages
of Tamils the Sinhalese
majority population after in-
dependence  adopted  two
policies that have been the
source of much of the sub-
sequent discontent of the Tamil
population: a “Sinhala only”
Ignguage policy and a quota
gystem on the basis of race,
referred to as “standardiza-
tion” for entrance to uni-
versity faculties. In the eyes
of the Sinhalese, these were
“affirmative ~ action”  pro-
visions designed to com-
pensate for the former dis-
advantage of Sinhalese. In
the eyes of the Tamils, they
were  discriminatory provi-
sions adopted by the majority
population ~ which placed
their language in an inferior
position, required them to
learn the majority language
and blocked their access to
education which constituted
their most important route
to economic advancement.lt
also became more difficult for
Tamils to enter government
service, apparently because
of the adoption of Sinhala
as the official language.

In 1948, at Independence,
the Tamils had 33% of the
voting power  in the legis-
lature. Upon the disen-
franchisement of the estate
Tamils, however, this propor-
tion dropped to 207%.
Sinhalese obtained more than
a 2/3 majority in the Parlia-
ment making it impossible
for the Tamils to - exercise
an effective  opposition to
Sinhalese policies  affecting
them. The  Tamils had
requested a system limiting
the Sinhalese representation
in Parliament to one half
and allocating the other half
for the minorities. This sug-
gestion was rejected.  The
Sinhalese made a reasonable
counter-proposal  for 579,

The’
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2. Historical background to the present ethnic conflict

Sinhalese  representation to
439, other communities.This
was refused by the Tamil
leaders who insisted on a
50-50 division.

The first Constitution * of
Ceylon was drafted by an
Englishman, Lord Soulbury
and adopted by an Order in
Council rather than by a
constitutive  assembly. It
remained in force until 1972.
Section 29 of the Soulbury

Constitution protected  the
rights of minorities. It read
“No...law  shall make

persons of any community
or religion liable to dis-
abilities  or restrictions to
which persons of other com-
munities or religions are not
made liable; or ..... confer on
persons or any community
or religion any privilege or
advantage which is not con-
ferred on persons of other
communities  or religions.”
Despite this  constitutional
provision the Official Langu-
ages Act was adopted in 1956
providing that ““Sinhala only”
should be the official langu-
age, the Indian Tamil plant-
ation workers ~were- deprived
of citizenship and disenfran-

chised, and a quota and
standardization = system was
adopted  which drastically

curtailed the access of Tamils
to higher education.

the Pact and it became a
dead letter. in 1958 the
first major outbreak of com-
munal violence occurred with
deaths in  the  hundreds,
particularly among Tamils.

In the 1950s and 1960s
there was increasing dis-
satisfaction with the foreign
drafted  constitution.  This
dissatisfaction, culminated in
a demand for a new Con-
stitution following an obiter
dictum in a 1966 decision
of the Judicial Committee of
the -Privy Council in London
that Section 29 was = an
entrenched provision of the
Constitution. During  this
same period, the = Tamil
Federal Party became pre-
dominant in the Tamil com-
munity. It urged that Ceylon
change from a unitary state
to a federal structure. The
proposal was strongly reject-
ed by the Sinhalese majority
who considered it a divisive

- proposal.

In 1970, the SLFP, strong
advocates of  Sinhala-Bud-
dhist predominance, came
into power in coalition with
two Marxist parties. In 1972
legal links with the United
Kingdom were severed with
the adoption of a new Con-
stitution by a Constituent
Assembly (composed of the

Ethnic Conflict and Violence in
Sri Lanka: Report of a Mission to
Sri Lanka in July - August 1981 on
behalf of the International
Commission of Jurists by
Professor Virginia A. Leary

At the time of the adoption
of the “Sinhala Only” Act
a proposal to include a clause
on- the use of Tamil was
dropped because of pressure
from  extremist - Buddhist
groups. The threat of the
Tamils to engage in island-
wide peaceful protest in 1956
resulted in a ‘compromise
between the Government and
the leader  of the Tamils
called the  Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam  Pact. It
made provisions for the use
of Tamil in the Tamil areas
and provides for  regional
councils with powers in agri-
culture, education, and in
colonization schemes and in-
ciuded a promise by the
government to reconsider the
disenfranchisement of = the
Indian Tamils. Certain ele-
ments of the Buddhist popul-
ation reacted strongly against

sitting Parliament) acting out-
side the framework of the
Soulbury Constitution.  The
Constitution set up Sri Lanka
as a republic, continuing the
parliamentary =~ system of
government.

The Tamil party boycotted
the Constituent  Assembly
because it had rejected a
proposal that both Sinhala
and Tamil be declared official
languages. The Tamils had
previously accepted Sinhala
as the official language, but
only on the basis that Section
29 of the Soulbury Constitu-
tion protected certain of their
rights. Section 29 was now
dropped from the new Con-
stitution and the *‘Sinhala
Only” policy, which had
previously been of statutory
origin was now enshrined as
a Constitutional provision.

~

‘became

The UNP had voted against
the adoption of the 1972
Constitution and on coming
to power in 1977 drafted the
third Constitution which re-

mains in force today. It
provided for a  modified
Presidential — patliamentary

system similar to the French
system of government.

During the tenure of the
SLFEP from 1970 to 1977 the
negative effects of the stand-
ardization and quota system
of education on the Tamils
increasingly evident
resulting in tension in the
Tamil community. It also
became increasingly difficult
for Tamils to obtain govern-
ment  employment. The
disaffection of the Tamil
youth over these policies can
only be understood in the
light of their traditional em-
phasis on education = and

government  services. The
most common complaints of
the Tamils relate to discrimin-
ation in education and employ-
ment.

Beginning in the 1970s the
Tamils increasingly supported
the concept of a separate
state of Tamil Eelam com-
prising much ofv-1i.the
northern and eastern area of
Sri Lanka. In 1976 the
Tamil United = Liberation
Front (TULF) which had
replaced the Federal Party
as  the dominant Tamil
political party, declared itself
in favour of a separate state
of Tamil Eelam. In the 1977
elections the TULF received
a strong majority in the
North and a simple majority
in the FEast, signifying the
support of the Tamil popula-
tion of these areas for the
concept of separation.

TAMIL DEMAND FOR
A SEPARATE STATE

The Tamil demand for a
separate state is predicated
on the conviction that as an
identifiable  people
defined territory, they are
entitled to . self-determination
under international law.They
claim that the sovereignty of
the Tamil nation which exis-
ted in 1621 at the time of the
Portuguese conquest reverted
to the Tamil * community
when the legal ties with
Great Britain were severed
in 1972 and that they are
thus asking for restoration
of sovereignty.

Until 1833 the successive
colonial powers administered
the Tamil territory
ately from the rest of the
country, In that year, the
British, for administrative
purposes, ‘began administer-
ing the island as a common
unit.  The Tamils maintain
that sovereignty passed from
the Tamil kingdom to the
Portuguese, Dutch and
British and that sovereignty
continued to reside in  the
British crown  until 1972
when legal ties with Britain
were broken. The Tamils
maintain that, in view of the
boycott by their members of
the Constituent Assembly
which drafted the 1972 Con-
stitution, they  have never
given up their sovereignty
and the Sinhala nation has
not obtained sovereignty over
them either by conquest or
consent.

A resolution adopted by
the TULF at their first
national conference in 1976
was the first clear commit-
ment of a Tamil party to a
separate state of Eelam. Tt
listed a variety of actions

with a.

separ-.

taken by the  Sinhalese
majority to the detriment of
the Tamils including
— deprivation of the
Indian Tamils of citiz-
. enship and franchise
— the  “Sinhala " only”
language policy
— State planned colonis-
ation of Tamil areas
— giving  Buddhism the
foremost place  under
the Constitugion
— denial of equal opport-
unityto Tamils in employ-
ment and education

the systematic cutting off
of Ceylon Tamils from
the mainstream of Tamil
culture in South India

permitting and unleash-
ing communal  violence
against Tamils

— fterrorising, torturingand
imprisoning Tamil youths

imposing an unaccept-
able Constitution on
the Tamils.

The resolution also, referr-
ed to the failure of the efforts
of various Tamil  political
parties to win rights through
negotiations  with successive
governments or through en-
tering into pacts with suc-
cessive Prime Ministers. The
resolution ended  with the
statement that

“The Convention resolves
that the restoration and
reconstitution of the Free,

Sovereign, Secular, Socia-
list State of TAMIL
EELAM based on the

right of self-determination

inherent to every nation

has become inevitable in

order to  safeguard the

very existence of the Tamil

nation in this country.”
(To be continued)

ort
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A “‘central news Agency”
with Dr. Wickreme Weerd-
sooria at its head, is to be
formed fo carry out propa-
ganda for the Government
in the period leading to the
elections.

The need to set up such
an -ofganisation is partly
an admission that the in-
formation Department, the
state radio and state-run
newspapers and publicity
units in the various Minis-
tries have not been effective
enough in projecting to the

people the achievements of
the Government.

Now a co-ordinatcd at-

. tempt is to be made under

(a bureaucrat who seems to
believe that.he is the ideal

-.man for the job.

/.l A similar . co-ordinated

. propaganda . campaign for
the UNP was carried out
during the 1965 election
under the direction of Mr.
Esmond Wickremesinghe.

The campaigners went to
the extent of planting quite

' a number of - fabricated
' stories in all the four main

‘newspaper groups simulta-
neously so that many peo-
ple fell for them.

: This was the time that
Chinese were claimed to be
over-running Sri Lanka!

(all for Racial
harmony with Justice

A call for Racial Harmony
with Justice has been made by
the Clergy of Trincomalee-Bat-
ticaloa, at a conference held
at Tewatte. Here is the full
text of the statement, printed
in all: three  languages, and
signed by Fr. Dominic Sami-
nathan, Conference Secretary:

We the priest and Bishop of

the Diocese of Trincomalee—

Batticaloa, with membership
from Sinhala, Tamil and Bur-
gher Communities, having met
in conference at Tewatte, are
distressed . at the recurring
communal disturbances in our
land resulting in the break-
down of peace and harmony.

Even though the people of
Sri Lanka are a multiple group
by ladguage, race and religion,
history has made us live to-
gether as one nation. Within
this set-up of one nationhood,
God wants us to live as com-
munities reconciling peoples

from all directions into one
family. For this, a sense of

belonging is one of the most
ireasured elements.

However, we are pained by
the deep sense of rejection and

grievance of a large number of
the minority,a grievance which
has deprived them of their
sense of belonging and con-
vinced them that they are
victims of injustice. Unless
this grievance is dealt with, we
fear there can be no lasting
peace in the country,

Acknowledging our own fail-
ures, we now pledge ourselves
to work for peace and harmony
with justice for all.

© 'We also call upon the dis-

pensers and  guardians of
justice in the country, to pro-
tect and defend the rights of
every citizen with an equal
hand. A significant move in
this directions would be to
recognize Tamil also as an
official language of the land.

Let all citizens of the coun-
try look upon any minority
fiving in their midst, whether
they be Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim
or Burgher, as  deserving of
their special respect, love care
and support.

Let compassion and love of
neighbour remain the supreme
religious values of this island.

Terrorism Act . . .

Continued from page 4

person is concerned with or
concerned in any unlawful
activity”—I will come to the
definition of this unlawful
activity later—but all that it
requires is that the Minister
has reason to believe or the
Minister suspects. As I said,
it is a subjective decision of
the Minister. He then makes
a Detention Order which can
go up to 18 months and
that Detention Order in -

volves that a man can be
incarcerated  without the
protection of a Court in any
place to be specified by the
Minister. . ...-

Sir, this is a serious viola-
tion of the liberty of the
subject. = That is why the
Supreme Court in the action
that preceded this amend-
ment has gone into this
matter carefully.

(To' be Continued)
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The UNP won and Mr.
Wickremesinghe was awar-

ded the Golden Pen for,

saving democracy and
Press freedom iu Sri Lanka.

it is regrettable that jour-
nalists were not consulted
before seating arrangements
for the Press were made in
the new Parliament  build-
ing. This was another ‘dis-
play of bureaucratic mind
and power over common-
sense and common court-
esy. So has arisen the need
to make ' structural altera-
tions, which may not be
complete before Parliament
begins on April 29.

By the way, why were
jourhalists not invited. to
the lunch given after Pai-
liament met for the last
time in.the old building?
The Press is so much part
of Parliament that it would
have been a grand gesture
to have extended an invit-
ation to the journalists.

Mathematical genius
died at 33: widow

gets pension at 32

“] am happy at this bela-
ted recognition but the help
would have proved more
useful had it come earlier” .

This was the rather wry
comment of Janaki Ammal,
the 82-year-old widow of the
renowned mathematical
prodigy, Srinivasa Ramanu-
jan, when she learnt that

some State Governments
had decided to award her

a pension.

Sixty two years after Ra-
manujan’s death in April
1920, at the age of 33, the
Madras Port Trust and
the State Governments of
of West Bengal and Andhra
have announced a monthly
pension to the widow.

Ramanujan’s mathemati-
cal originality—despite, or
perhaps because of, his

{1 () ;

lack of a formal univetsity

training — was- such that

professor G. H. Hardy, the .

acknowledged
British Mathematics,

leader of .
re- .

marked “Of his extraodin- .,
ary gifts ther¢ can be no
question; in some ways he .

is the most ~remarkable

mathematician I have ever

known.” L,

The help and encourage-
ment of various influential
men who were themselves

lovers of mathematics made -

it possible for Ramanujan,

a poor clerk in the Madras
Port Authority, to be,
awarded a special scholar-

ship by the University of -

Madras so that he could
devote all

his time  to

mathematics and later to
proceed on a scholarship
to the University of Came- >

bridge in April 194

TRANSFERABLE FIXED DEPOSIT SCHEMES

Merchant Finance Limited

(AN APPROVED CREDIT AGENCY ) :

AT INTEREST PAYABLE _PER _ANNUM

_— MONTHLY AT MATURITY
7 Months — 19%
9 Months — 2255
1 Year 249, 257
2 Years 249%, 279
3 Years 249, 30%

Date of .Incorporation :

Principal Lines of Business:

Hire Purchase Finance
Intermediate Finance

(i) Minimum : deposit to open an‘ account Rs. 1,000/- only
(ii) Interest payable monthly., quarterly, half-yearly or annuaely.

(Particulars furnished pursuant to rule No.1 of 1981 under section 18 of the
Control of Finance Companies Act No.27 of 1979).

02-05-1979
Pledge Loans for Merchandise
Guaranteeing Bank Loans

Registered Office :

Jaffna.

Telephone : 8183

129 Temple Road,

FINANCIAL IMFORMATION :
For seven months For the accounting
ended 31 March 1980 | year ended g
: 31 March 1981
Rs. "000 Rs. 000 ;
Share Capital 69, 100,
Perpetual Debentures 460, , 585,
Deposits 838, 3,444,
Borrowings Nil CNil
Profit before Tax 7 188,
Protit after Tax 1. 188,
Dividend declared Nil 257
DIRECTORS :
Dr. Yogu Pasupati, M. B. B. S. (Cey.), D. C. H. (Lond),
: i M. R. C. P. (Lond.) — Chairman
Mr. A. Somasundarampillai, B. A., F. C. A. " - Managing Directof
Mr. K. Loganathan, B. Sc. — Executive Directof
Mr. K. Nadarajah, B. Sc. Bar-at-Law. Attorney-at-Law — Director
Mr. C. Mahesan, Attorney-at-Law - Director
Mr. M. N. Sivasithamparam, Retd. S. L. A. S, — Director

Channel Office :

52/1, Rajasinghe Road,
Wellawatte,. Colombo 6.
Telephone : 83259
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WARRANT OUT FOR
ACQUSED POLICE MEN

The Mallakam Magistrate,
C. V. Vigneswaran, issued a
 warrant on two sub-inspec-
tors, a sergeant and 13 con-
stables who failed to turn
up before him on 23 March
to apswer charges of murder,
looting ang arson allegedly
committed by them in June
1981, during the DDC FElec-
tions.

North this year. He gave
this assugance at the NRTB’s
Bus Ticket Lottery Draw
where he was the Chief Guest.

FOOD STAMPS, DROUGHT
RELIEF FOR MANNAR

Food stamps and drought
relief will be distributed this
month in Mannar which has
been badly hit by the pro-

Saturday Review

INCENTIVE FOR
RELUCTANT TEACHERS

The Jaffna District Develop
ment Council has deplored
the reluctance of teachers to
serve in backward areas like
Kilinochchi, Vadamaradchchy
East and the Islands.
A resolution calling for in-
centive schemes. to induce
teachers to serve. in these
areas was unanimously pas-
sed at the Council’s. monthly
meeting held onm 23 Maxch.

NORAD AID
WILL CONTINUE

NORAD will: continue to
aid the Technical Training
Institute set up—with a grant
of Rs. 1% lakhs from
NORAD—by the Vaddu -
koddai Lions Club at Sithan-
kerney. NORAD  Repre-
sentative Tor Selvig gave
this assurance at a reception
held in his honour at the

SIDDHA PHYSICIANS
URGE MINISTER

The North Ceylon Siddha
Ayurveda Physicians® Feder-
ation has urged the Minister
for Ayurveda and the Ayur-
veda Commissioner 1o con-
tinue to register traditienal
physicians till the syllabus for
the Ayurveda  Physicians
Examination is available in
Tamil. "

 KAMBAR VILA

AT NALLUR

Prof. R. Radhakrishnan—
from Tamilnads was the
guest of hopowr at the five
day Kambat Festival (24-
28th March). at the Gnana-
sambanthar Atheenam, Nal-
lur. The Festival was
organised by the All Ceylon
Kambar Kazhagam.

THREE PLAYS GO

Kilinochchi.

e R T longed drought. This was
decided at a meeting—chair-
‘GOVE.POLICIES HAMPER ed by the G.A—at the
PRODUCTION Mannar Kachcheri.
The UNP Govt’s policies s s
have hampered local produc-
tion charged Nallur MP, TAMIL REFUGEES
M. Sivasithamparam, speak- ‘ -
ing at the 10th anniversary COMPLAIN OF HARASS
celebrations of the Kaddai- MENT
elly-Udupiddy Palm . Pro- :
i oaimec e 0 Hill-Country Tamils who

duets.  Society. : :
were re-settled in Vavuniya

after the 1977 riots, have
complained to the G.A. and
the M.P. for Vavuniya that
neighbouring Sinhalese villa-

MINISTER PROMISES 100
MORE BUSES TO NORTH

Transport Minister M.H. gers are encroaching on
‘Mohammed has promised to their lands and harassing
send 100 more buses to the them.

Institute.
: ON THE BOARDS

R R M
RURAL BANK Gnani’s Kurukshetra Upa-
FOR DELFT thesam, a semi-stylised play
directed by Maunaguru for
The Neduntiva (Delft) the Nataka Aranga Kalloori,
Multipurpose Cooperative went on the boards on 26

March at Veerasingham Hall
Jaffna.

Society will open a Rural
Bank at Delft on 31 March.

HOW IS THIS
WEEK FOR YOU ?

( April 4 — April 10)
S. Ratnarajah

. MESHA — ARIES.

Professional gains after a hard struggle. There will be
obstruction to your progress. The advice of the spouse will
be of great advantage to circumvent any opposition and you
will. be able to attain success. Heavy expense in social acti-
RISHABA — TAURUS.

: Children will bring you happiness. Successful business
transactions and professional lifts can be -expected. Peace
and harmony in the family. Relations and friends will be
helpful. Success in interviews. Favours from government

+ officials. ;

MITHUNA — GEMINL

Religious activities will occupy most of your time. Profes-
sional gains and favours from superiors can be expected.
Speculative luck and financial gains are indicated. There
will be minor upsets in the family circle which can be straight
eped during the week-end. | :

KATAKA — CANCER.

Interfering outside elements will cause disharmony in the
family. Caution required regarding stomach complaints
during latter part of the week. Short journeys and financial
gains indicated. Hidden enemies will be active in creating
trouble for you in the professional sphere. Theft and loss in
transit also indicated.

SINHA — LEO. :
: Be careful about your health during the early part of the
week. Gains in business and profession after a hard struggle.

accidents, theft and loss. In professional and business matters

Hidden enemies will try to damage your reputatign. Une?i-
pected upsets are indicated in the family circle. Children will

be helpful.

KANYA — VIRGO.
Caution required regarding personal health. Beware. of

avoid taking the initiative or fresh investments. Enem.ie«s will
try to take the upper hand. Superiors will unnecessarily find
fault with you.

THULA — LIBRA. :

During the early part of the week try your luck in the
business and professional spheres. Superiors will be helpful.
Peace and harmony will prevail in the family. Children will
cause worry. Speculative luck and financial gains are indicated.
Members of the opposite sex will be helpful.

VRICHIKA — SCORPIO.

Short journeys are indicated for some. Indications of
separation from the spouse and children for a short period for
some. A profitable week for business transactions and profes-
sional enterprises. Calls for financial assistance from friends
and relations. Your purse will be taxed.

DHANU — SAGITTARIUS.

Sunday will be a day of worries. Avoid any important
engagement. Short journgys in connection with professional
and business matters will be undertaken with success. Financial
gains and harmony in the family can be expected. Social
activities will give you prominence.

MAKARA — CAPRICORN.

Be careful on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. as you
are liable to get into trouble or unnecessary worries. Financial

transactions will have to be done with due care. Speculative §

luck is indicated. The advice and assistance of the spouse
will bring you good fortune.
KUMBA -— AQUARIUS.

On Thursday and Friday there will be unnecessary worries,
Be careful of accidents and displeasure with friends and rela-
tions. - Enmity in the business and professional fields. Do

not confide your secrets to anybody. Family,; harmony will
be disturbed. Expenses heavy.

MEENA — PISCES.

Official and business affairs will take you away from your
family for a short time. Health will not be satisfactory. Your
enemies will try to take the upperhand but timely intervention
of your superiors will help thwart them. Do not interf;:re with
the affairs of your friends or relations as you are liable to get

into difficulties. ;
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‘ The Peradeniya Engineer-
ing Faculty presented two
plays adapted from novels

by Indra Parthosasathy and -

Jeyakanthan on 28 March at
Vegrasingham  Hatl, The
perfermances werg in aid bf
the Fund for hill country
Tamil refugees msaitled o

COLOMBO TO HEEP IN
LIBRARY RESFORATION

Funds and books will pe
coliected in Colombo from
10-16 May for the Jaffpa
Public Library busat down
in June 1981.  Jaffna Mayor
Rajah Visuvanathan will in-
augurate the Libwary Wegk
a Colombo. j

SRR |

PUBLIC LIBRARY FLAG
DAY NETS IN OVER
2 LAKHS

College students in Jaffna
collected more than Rs. 2
lakhs on Flag Day {25 Febru-
ary) during the Jafina Public
Library Week (22-28 Feb.)
according to figures released
by the Jaffna Municipal
Commissioner. ;

TR R |

SWAMI VIPULANANDA’S
HOME TO BE PRESERVED

Swami Vipulananda’s an-
cestral home at  Karative
(Eastern-  Province) will be
preserved as  part of the
national cultural  heritage,
announced Regional Affairs
Minister C. Rajadurai when
he ceremonially laid the
foundation  stone for the
Swami Vipulananda College
of Fine Aris at Kalladi
Upoddai, Batticaloa on 26
March.

B
ANONYMOUS THREAT
LEADS TO ARRESTS

An anonymous letter
threatening a high police
official in Vavuniya has al-
legedly led to several innocent
youths being indisgriminately
arrested,  harassed, kept in
detention for 60 hours and
then released. These youths
live in fear that 't‘m may

be re-arrested any moment

MIRJE BRANCH
IN VAVUNIYA

The Movement for Inter-
Racial Justice and Equality
(MIRJE) set up a branch in
Vavuniya recently, Rev. Dr.
D. J. Kanagaratnam - was
chosen President. ~

Talk on ;

Krishnamurti

Mr. C. V. Vigneswaran,
District Judge, Mallakam,
yvill give a talk on the
impact of Jiddu Krishna-
murti on World Religions
at Trimmer Hall, Vembadi
Road, Jaffna, on Tuesday
6 April at 5-30 p. m.

The talk is being spon-
sored by the Jaffna Branch
of the Theosophical Society.

e
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Ajantha Hotels Ltd.

125, OLCOTT MAWATHA.
Opposite Fort Railway Station

LODGINGS and RESTAURANT
RATES MODERATE
TRAVELS and TOURS
.BOOKING FOR C.dJ.& S. BUSES

i TO JAFFNA.

‘l Telephone: 32769, 28089

HOME_FINANCE LTD.

% An Institution with an Assured Future
% Provides Facilities for a better living
% Provides ‘a Luxury Bus Service to Colombo
% Offers beautifully constructed self contained
' houses on Easy Terms
% Gives on attractive Hire-Purchase Terms
% Sanyo TV Sets 20" & 14"
% Hawai Pedestal Table Fans
% Home made Domestic Water Pumps
% Phoenix Bicycles
% Debonair Cameras
And Others
Branch Office Head Office
Home Finance Ltd. Home Finance Ltd,
No. 82, Kannathiddy Rd., No. 463, Galle Road,
JAFFNA. COLOMBO 3
'Phone: 8310 ’Phone: 589190

PIONEERS

in the manufacture of
~ Synthetic Textiles
~ in the North
Stecialists in
Nylon & Polyester
fabrics

Silk Industries Ltd.

Thirunelyely
Jaffna
Telephone. T170 T’grams: ‘‘Cey ma Silk”

INTER - UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL CHAMPS

The Jaffna University emerged as champions in the Inter - University ‘basketball
tournament played in February 1982.

Standing ( Left - right ): K. Ratnajeyam (Capt). K W. S. Weerasingam, S. David
K. Raviraj. F. N. Saverimuthu.
Front row ( Left - right) : K. Rajadurai, F. Tllanko, N. Aruldas, S. Jeevanadas.

Ask /’oi: + » |
LINATEX

POLYESTER

COTTON
SARONGS

LINATEX INDUSTRY
(LANKA LTD.)

PUTTUR.

PHONE: ©2 (AVARANKAL)

| - ' _

s | W 65 | M

BALL AND ROLLER
BEARINGS

Consoidaed Bearngs
ind " Suply 1

23 Bristol Street Colombo 1
548:65 Cable: JMPOBEAR
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Going to Kotte
will be act

of Prostration,
Amir told

in London

At a largely * attended
public meeting of Tamils
held on Sunday, 21 March
at the Wimbledon Tamil
Hall, London, Mr. A. Amir-
thalingam, the TULF leader
said that his Party Working
Committee would decide as
to whether its MPs would
go to Kotte, when the Sri
Lanka Parliament moves
there from Colombo in April

He was replying to @
question from Mr. Krishna
Vaikunthavasan who said thaf
it would be demeaning tc
the Tamilian self-respect,
especially in the context of
the mnever-abating
of violence against innocent

Tamils by the Sri Lankan

Security Forces, for . the
Tamil MPs to attend the
Kotte Parliament. In the
light of past history, our
going to Kotte could also
mean acceptance of Sri
Lanka sovereignty over the
Tamil Nation and a further
prostration before this Gov-
ernment.

incidents

If the Avarankal Conven-
tion in 1978 postponed the
77 election pledge to summon
the Tamil Eelam State As-
sembly, then this was the
appropriate time to cut off
our connection with the Sri
Lanka Parliament itself, once
and for all, and set up our

own, said Mr. Vaikuntha-
vasan. :
Dr. A. G. Sebastiampillai

presided over the meeting,
which was organized by the
TULF England Branch.
Mr. Amirthalingam came to
London and attended the 1982
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association Seminar as the

‘sole representative of the Sri

Lanka Branch and was guest
of the CPA for the full dura-
tion of the Seminar from 2nd
March—20 March. It is ap-
parent that his choice was
with the approval of Mr. Jaya-
wardene.

Among others who spoke
were Dr. S. Srinivasan, Mr.
N. Arunasalam and Mr. S.
Mahendiran.
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rday Amir denies
secret pact

with Govt.

(By our City Reporter)
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE TAMIL UNITED LIBER-
ATION FRONT, MR. A. AMIRTHALINGAM SPEAKING
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PRAYER MEETING
HELD ON 31 MARCH 1982, AT THE CHELVANAYAKAM

MEMORIAL, JAFFNA, TO

COMMEMORATE THE

MEMORY OF THE LATE S. J. V. CHELVANAYAKAM,
CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THE TULF HAD
AGREED WITH THE GOVERNMENT ON A MORATOR-
[UM ON EELAM. HE DESCRIBED THE ALLEGATION
AS A WRETCHED CANARD BANDIED ABOUT BY IN-
TERESTED PARTIES BOTH HERE AND ABROAD.

The prayer meeting organ-
ised by the Thanthai Chelva
Memorial Trust, is now an
annual event, and this year,
it marked the 84th birth an-
niversary of the late Chelva-
nayakam, and also the first
death anniversary of Mr.S.
Kathiravelupillai, former
M.P., for Kopay and a
TULF theoretician.

Mr. Amirthalingam pledg-
ed total commitment to the
legacy of Chelvanayakam
and made a spirited defence
of his present position and
that of the TULF.

The tone for Mr. Amir-
thalingam’s speech was per-

haps set by Mr. Thanga-
thurai, former M.P., for
Muthur and  the present
Chairman  of Trincomalee

D.D.C. The latter ventured

Thuos assaulfed Jaffna undergrads...

(Continued from page 1)

~ The next morning, round
about 9 a.m., the group
which had beem  attacked
went to the Norwood Police
Station to lodge a complaint.
The Officer-in-Charge  told
them they should complain
to the Nallathanni Police
Post. The lecturer in charge
explained why they dare nof
go back there. The OIC
listened sympathetically and
took down the complaint,
‘promising to forward it ta
the Nallathanni Police Post
for necessary action.

Deploring the attack, the
OIC told them he felt very
sorry, as a Sinhalese, about
the whole affair as thousands
of Buddhist pilgrims  visi
Nagadeepa in the North even
now without running into such
violence or hostility. He added
that his police station had been
flooded with telephone calls
earlier, asking him to check
up On strangers from the

North who were prowling

around Sri Pada.

While the Sri Pada drama
was being enacted, yet am-
other group of 55 under-
graduates and 3  lecturers
from the Jaffna University
were facing harassment of

. another kind at Hatton.

This group reached Hatton
at 3 pm., on 24 March.
They parked their bus at
Don Bosco College - where
they were to have their
dinner, before setting out to
Sri Pada that night.

Round about 8 p.m., some
of the students and lecturers
were seated in the bus when
two persons in civils came
up and asked ‘Tigers, how
dare you come here?” They
appeared to be under the
influence of liquor, according
to eye-witnesses.

Identifying themselves as
Police officers, they ordered
the driver to drive the bus
to the Hatton Police Station.

Then for nmearly 1} hours.
the bags were thoroughly
searched. The  Officer-in-
charge explained that they
had received several tele-
phone ecalls alleging that
“Jaffna Tigers” were prowl-
ing round Hatton. If they
had been Sinhalese under-
graduates there would have
been no problem, he sa}id.
But in the present situation
they were naturally suspicious
about anyone from Jaffna.

After the fruitless search
was over, the lecturers had
asked for a letter from the
O.IC. so that they would
not be further harassed on
the way. ‘Don’t worry’ was
the reply. ‘Just mention that
the Hatton Police has checked
on you. We'll inform the
other police stations that we
have okayed you.

The University group was
so upset by the whole episode,
they dropped the idea of
going to Sri Pada and proce-
eded straight to Kandy in-
stead.

“No = moratorium’

to give expression to the
widespread disillusionment
among the Tamils, partic-
ularly the youth, in regard
to the present stalemate
situation. He further re-
marked that the late Chelva-
nayakam had, towards the
end of his life, abandoned
hopes in negotiations. Mr.
Thangathurai  appealed to
the TULF leadership that
even if they  considered
negotiations with the govern-
ment imperative under the
exigencies of a given situ-
ation, such  negotiations
should be brought to a swift
and speedy conclusion. A
prolonged phase of negotia-
tions would only weaken the
liberation movement in the
long run, he concluded.

Mr. Amirthalingam  said
that there was no truth in
the stories that there was a
pact between the government
and the TULF. He further
denied that the TULF had
agreed with the government
on a six-month meoratorium
on Eelam. He mentioned
that he had occasion  to

refute these charges at a

meeting in London, during
his recent visit there, in the
presence of several Tamils
including Mr. Vaikuntha-
vasan. The recent negotia-
tions that began in the wake
of 1981 violence, had three
objectives, according to Mr.
Amirthalingam:

1. To solve the immediate
problems of the Tamils
and protect them from
recurring racial violence.

2. To get the support of all
the political parties in the
country to put an end to
the recurrence of raciaj
violence.

3. To take action for effective
implementation of the
D.D.C Act to enable the
fruitful functioning of the
elected councils. :

Mr.  Amirthalingam also
dealt at length with his long
association with and his
political apprenticeship under
the late leader, beginning
from his undergraduate days
and lasting until the death
of Mr. Chelvanayakam on
26th April 1977 - a period
of over thirty years. Among
Mr. Chelvanayakam’s  chief
merits were his consistency
and his capacity to resist
being' swayed by ephemeral
pressures brought on by
inconsistent groups straying
occasionally into politics.

Making a pointed reply to
Mr. Thangathurai, Mr. Amir-
thalingam declared that Mr.
Chelvanayakam never hesit-
ated to negotiate, for a true
satyagrahi  eschewed vio-
lence, but never  avoided
negotiation as a means to
finding a solution to problems.

He recalled how Mr. Chelva- :
nayakam had led a TULF

delegation that included him-
self, to meet Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike and Mr. Felix
Dias Bandaranaike, " for
negotiations at the request of
the former Prime Minister,
in March 1977  barely a
month before his death.

Printed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 360, Main Street,
Jaffna, and published by Kala Nilayam Ltd., 303, K.K.S. Road,
Jaffna, on 3rd April 1982. Registered as a newspaper at
the General Post Office, Sri Lanka, under Q J | 10182,

ey,



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)

