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| Editorial

too many

Russm, PakiStan, Japan ves

e

'S’ml!'g as wé ‘are that our prediction has come true, even
'we did ‘not expect Sri Lanka’s Chairman of the Organizing
Committee Lakshmana Iyer, to make the tall and foolish
claim’ that no Indian University could boast of a Department
of Hindu Civilization whereas the University of Jaffna has a

full-fledged one!

~ There is more than eone hole in Lakshmana Iyer’s state-
| ment that needs attention. Firstly, he goes and forgets that
there is not merely a department but a whole University in
University—dedicated
Civilization. Bad enough, but what does one think of his
foWulness when the University concerned was where he him-
self w done a thesis! It was gracious on his part to have
thought of Jaffna’s Department of Hindu Civilization, but |
where was the head of that Department in Lakshmana Iyer’s
World Conference ? By what yardstick did the World Hindu
Conference pick its Lank:m''delegates‘7 What place did Jaffna
| itself, the chief centre of Hindu Civilization in t!!e country,

India—Benaras Hindu

occupy at the Conference"

It is probably no use being surpnsed at the aberrations §
qt' Cnlombo’s ‘World Hindu Conference which was conceived
in QgLﬁcal sin a..sl born in bureaucratic bed_a_.

Tall claims and

f;-f“ii'iting.before the World Hindu Conference in the last
issue of *‘Saturday Review’' we said:
seen of the mental approach of the organisers, we are in a
position to make a safe prediction. All foreign delegates are
going to be told ad nauseam: One, that this is the only coimtry
or the only other country in the world that has a separate
mm-st:y to look after Hindu aﬂ'alrs...,.,

'Our prediction has come true.
those tall claims that look tall en the face of it but is as decep-
tive and false as a tall claim made by a man walking on stilts.
Does India, a land of Hinduism, need a Ministry for Hindu
affairs? ? Nepal is a Hindu kingdom in itself. Which other
country in the world ‘has such a large minority, Hindu popul-
“ation? Which other count:y is there in the world where Hindu-
jsm has infiuenced the art, sculpture, architecture, music and
religion of the majerity of the people? Which other country
in the world is there where the majority religionists owe so
much to Hinduism? The average Sinhala peasant in the village,
freed of the po]it'cmn s grip is as Hindu in his ontlook as the
Hindus in the North and East. There is no Sinhala Buddhist
who does not know (if not wership) Vishnn, Ganesha, Pathini.
The Buddhist stake in Hinduism has become so formidable
| that even the foremost Hindu shrine at Kataragama has ceased
 to be Hindu! Which other country anyway does Mr. Chelliah
Ra]sdura: expect to establish a separate ministry to Took after
Hindu' affairs? ~Could it be Umted Kingdom, U. S.A., Soviet

holes !

|

¢From what we have

This is of course one of

to Hindu’

" One of them has

candidates
for elections

Congress by oﬂ'enng to ac—

-Some old familiar faces will be missing when
‘the Tamil United Liberation Front draws up its slate

of candidates for the next General Elections,

pundits predict.

The impending  elections
will be the first General Elec-
tions in Sri Lanka to be
held under the new propor-
tional representation system.

This new set-up has already

8 led to gonsiderable stresses
and strains in every party—,

and the TULF is no ex-
ception, knowledgeable sourc-
es say.

Some of the: TULF Old

Guard have already offered

to step down, the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW understands.
openly
stated that he has had his
innings and would now like
to get back to his old profes-
sion. Prolonged ill-health is
likely .to compel another
TULF parliamentarian to
quit the political scene al-
together.

The TULF high command
is likely to drop some of its
parliamentarians, both in the

North and the- East, who
have not merely stepped out
of line but alﬂso talked out
of turn, causing the TULF
quite a lot of political embar-
rassment.

The fact that after June

. eéven first time MPs will be
-eligible for a pension, is an-

added incentive to all parties
to ruthlessly axe sitting mem-
bers who are either useless
or tend to be obstreperous,

_political observers point out.

In place of the vOiuntary ‘

drop-outs and those kicked

“out, the TULF is likely to

bring in some youngsters

. prominently associated with

political

the Front’s activities, especi-
ally its youth wing. This is
one way of pre-empting a
challenge from ‘tadical youth

elements, political observers
think.

There is also a lot of
speculation that the TULF

leadership -might seek td__ dis-
arm the All Ceylon Tamil

commodate “one or - two key
members in the TULF s elec-

toral list, .= '3 $
- i3 Ik ‘."4 ?‘
:Those - who Cnnﬁdently

forecast such. -a .development

point out that. b}foﬁez the« last
General Elections;: Bﬁc,ttc but
ultimately fruitless attgmpts
were made to  get Kumar
Ponnambalam, the :ACTC
General  Secretary,  nomin-
ated as a TULF candidate.
This, tlme, they aay, the at-

—'t_em‘Pt is sure to succeed.

b
1

Tradition seems to have i
been observed in the breach
at the World Hlndu Con-
ference, leading to qulte a
number of raised eyebrows
both among foreign and
local participants.

For - instance, instead of
the traditional NATHAS-
WARAM, band music was
the accompaniment when

" scripts, placed in a casket,
on elephant-back-from the

Bambalapitiya to the Ra-
makrishna Hall, Wella-
watte.

dcmned thlS.'
from tr@dltion.‘ :

Another
tradition which came in

‘Band Music and
green shawls at
~ Hindu Conference

. Party-Ed.) instead of the

the THIRUMURAI manu-
were taken in  procession -

old Kathiresan Temple ‘at -

Some foreign delegates,  Der of parf1c1panfs‘f‘lt Tt
pamcularly, strongly con-. .
deparfture -
: - - ‘the ruling. :pagtiytinstead of
- ~at".theé .BMICH where 3

violation of -

for censure was the use- of
green — coloured shawls
(green is the colour of the
ruling United National

traditional golden - colour-
ed shawls (Ponnad_ai)

The green shawls were
wrapped around President
J. . R. Jayawardene = and
: Mrs.J ayawardene by Hindu
Affairs Minister Chelliah
Rajadurai and Mrs. Raja-
durab)trespectwely, as-a
traditional mdrk of respect
and honour, : :

~_ Minister Rajqdufﬂ’;_gd-
come speech also came in
_for criticism. Quite anum-

should have jage.q detivered
at: the annu,zl{gcss;pn of

World . Hindu. Conference
was ostensibly bemg held. '

b g B
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FOR SALE

Excellent Garden Land
and Five Adjacent Building
Blocks of 4 Larchams each
available for sale on Jaffna-
Point Pedro Road 4th Mile-
Post on western boundary
of Kopay Catholic Church,
Communicate offers to W.
Muttukumaraswamy, At-
torney-at-Law, Kalvalavu, |

Mr, V. N. Navaratnam,
Member of Parliament for
Chavakachcheri and Member
of the Executive Committee of
the Intet-Parliamentary Union
who is on a visit to Irag as a
personal gnest of Mr. Na’eem
Haddad, Speaker of the Nati-
onal Assembly, had talks with
the Traqi Speaker on the Irag-
Iran conflict and the political

“Santham”, Trupalai, or
M. Kanagarajah, 200 Kas-

situation in' Sri Lanka. This

turiar Road, Jaffna.
discussion was featured on th?

2 Iran Television.

Mzr. Navaratnam also met
Tamil workers who are” em-
ployed in various parts of Irag
and made a personal call at

youth hero Sivakumaran of

MINISTERIAL, DUO
AT KILINOCHCH'

§ I Land Development Minis-
ter Gamini Dissanaike and
Rural Development Minister
S. Thondaman visited' Kili-
nochchi on 16 April. Justice
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Air Tickets
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T.ULF. MP. IN IRAQ

Sivakumaran’s
only sister is now living with
her husband at Habaniyh
Tourist village which is about
100 Miles from Baghdad.

Urumpirai,

Mr, Navaratnam earlier vi-
sited the ancient city of Baby-
lon, He was shown: round by
officials of the Nahor:al As-
sembly. - - ™

BRIAN BARNES
IN JAFENA

Brian D. Barnes, inter-

| nationally known for his

solo performances, will
present TALES OLD AND
NEW on Monday, 26th
April at Chundikuli Girls’
College Hall, Jaffna at
6-30 p. m

Barnes’ One Man Theatre
is being sponsored by - the

- British Councﬂ

e

PEACE EXHIBITION
AT CHAVA g

A two-day (16th & 17th
APRIL) peace ex}ﬂbitiop
organised by the Non-violent
Direct Action Group (NVD-
AG) was held at Sivakumaran
Padippakam, Chavakachcheri
The Chairman of the Chava-

kachcheri  Urban Council
declared -1t open. -
The peace exhibition

featured posters, pamphlete
newsletters, books, stickers

and periodicals on peace,
Non-violence, Nuclear Dis-
armament and Arms Trade

The  NVDAG hopes . to
organise similar exhibitions

...throughout the Jaffna Dis-

.trict.

| SUB-POSTMASTERS™ ™

WANT :
PERMANENCY,
PENSIONS 3

Sub-postmasters want to be
made permanent and pension-

17 able; like “other - government
< servants.
* fesolution passed “at -the 9th

This was the main

annual general meeting of the
All Ceylon Sub-Postmasters
Union held at Veérasingham
Hall, Jaffna, on 18 April,

Nl
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Saturday Review

The Island (that paper with
lots of pictures and lots of
colour)” sometimes  behaves
like: an, over-fed Boy Scout
‘wanting to do good deeds in

journalism buf not quite
knowing how! Once it
rescued Wother  Lanka’s

image (or thought it did)
from the jaws of an intern-
. ational monster called Amn-
esty Infermational. In its issue
of December 29, 1981 it
asked - cditorially ~ ““What 1is
this organization called Amn-
esty International which is
apparently interfering in the
internal affairs of this country™.

ROUND NO.1

On 1ith of January, 1982
The Island carried a virtual
“editorial’’ on page 1 masqu-
erading as a page | lead
story written by News Editor,
Gamini Weerakoon.  The
international monster. to get
pummelled this time was the
International  Commission of
Jurists. - ;

~ Under the headline Sinha-
lese have a minority complex,
‘says NICJ Report the “‘news
item’’ Degan thus:

“The - International Com-
“mission of Jurists, a supposedly
-impartial body of  lawyers
safeguarding human rights
round the world in a lopsided
report released just before. the
- Universal Declaration of
Felam from = London” has
described the terrorists in the
north as: « ‘‘small  group
known as Liberation Tigers”.
...... The ICJ report also makes
o Freudian observation ‘it has
been claimed that the Sinha-
lese have a minority complex
since although a majority with-
in Sri Lanka, they are a
minority within Asia’”.

Not satisfied with:the edit-
orial by the News Editor on
page 1 the Editor himself
waded headlong into  the
“ICJ report and Prof. Virginia
A. Leary who undertook the
mission to Sri Lanka on be-

- half of the ICJ.

The Editor also found it
- difficult to keep psycho-an-
alyst Sigmund Freud (how
does he come in?) out of
the picturc. The editorial
said “Since Prof. Leary has
“begun with a piece of psycho-
analysis it would not be out
of place to place her on the
Freudian Couch ourselves.
She says ““It has been claimed
that the. Sinhalese have a
minority complex since al-
‘hough a majority within Sri
Lanka they are a minority
within Asia”. We ‘are not
at all sure who the author
of this socio-political observ-
_ation with a Freudian touch
5

P

RQUND NO 2

&€

The next Act in this drama
was staged recently. - The
first issue of the ‘“‘Media

The Island’

slip is

showing :

Monitor”” (a monthly bulletin
of the Council for Communal
Harmony through the Media)
gave a gentle reproof to the
Bloemendhal Road paper
thus:

' “‘Sinhalese have a minority
complex, says ICJ Report’’-
in this way The Island of 112/
January picked up a part of
.a Sentence appearing on page
9 of the 88 page publication
of the International Commis-
sion of Jurists, titled ““Ethnic
conflict and violence in Sri
Lanka’, to headline its first
page. This headline reflected
the attitude that the paper
had towards this report. The
report written by Prof. Virgi-
nia A. Leary gives a detailed
account of the ethnic problem
in Sri Lanka and of the viol-
ence this problem created. Its
chapter on the Prevention of
Terrorism Act is almost the
best to appear so far on this
draconian law which the author
had compared with the 1967
Terrorism Act of South Africa.
The report also has a lengthy
section on the socio-economic
background fo the cthnic
problem.  Despite these, the
reporting and especially the
editorial of that day reacted
violently against a foreigner
telling the Sinhalese that they
have a minority complex. The
prominence ~given 10 this
single sentence was so exces-
sive that the paper might have
proved the very same point by
its behaviour. - Not only that,
in their enthusiasm to give a
communal perspective to this
reporting the learned editors
seem to have got muddled
in their understanding  of
Freudian psychology....... 2

ROUND NO. 3

Columnist “Islander’” who
runs a somewhat infantile
column with a pronounced
racist and . anti-Indian "bias
in the Sunday issue of The
Island, next jumped into the
fray. Said he (l11th April,
1982):

“A guardian angel of inter-

communal harmony took ‘‘The
Island> to task for its report-

" age of the Virginia Leary 1CJ

report on Ethnic Conflict and

Violence in Sri Lanka. Our
headline ‘Sinhalese  have a
minority complex says ICJ

report’ has not met with the

‘approval of the -monitor of the -

~granting to such a myth

press on communal issues. We
have been accused of playing
up this single line about the
minority complex in our report.
While the Wardens of our
local think tanks powered by
foreign funds are generally ex-
pected to make noises ox such
issues we wonder -why the
ladies and gentlemen  who
keep a hawkeyed watched on
the press had failed to notice
some of the balderdash offered
in its report by the learned
Jurist.  Having studied a 2500
year old problem in a matter
of four weeks the  woman
Jurist comes fo the conclusion

that the majority community
of this country has an in-

feriority  complex ~ because
there are 50 million Tamils
in South Asia and the fact
that Palk Strait are not wide
enough. We have no grouse
against such  four weak
wonders coming to such con-
clusions but what baffles us
is that our local communal.
doves and legal eagles could
not tell the jurist that she
was being led up the garden
path. On the other hand
we have come to know profes-
sional lawyers as those who
go by hard facts and facts
alone.  How this conclusion
of a minority complex was
arrived at passes our  under-
standing. Own the other hand
given the same situation of
wumbers and distance couldn’t
it be concluded  that the
minority might be having a
superiority complex. :
“Then here are so many

other slips of Virginia which
the local communal  amity

doves had failed to notice.

Says the jurist: The British
miaintained a neutral position
with regard to ethnic groups
but the superior ability of
Tamils in English gave them

_advantages  during the colonial

era. Islander has so many dear

in the North and East.
If they had said mathematics
we might have even considered
but

pray who ever said of the
Northern and Eastern brothers
superiority in Englisht That
stupid  contention itself is
indicative of
ment but not to our brethren
promoting communal amity..”
( The blank space in the mid=~
dle of the para belongs to The
Island not Saturday Review.)

SATURDAY KEVIEW
COMMENT

Tut, Tut, Mr. Islander,
your jingoism is bad enough
but your ignorance is worse
Let us get the record straight
before you fly off in a tangent
again.

1. Prof. Leary did mot
come to any such conclusion
as you say that the majority
community of this. country
has an inferiority complex.
In presenting the historical
background of the present
ethnic conflict Prof.: Leary
merely records a point = of
view that has been stated by
others before.  Her actual
words are: ‘It is frequently
pointed out that, although a
majority group within  Sri
Lanka, the Sinhalese have a
minority complex, since they
are a minority ethnic group
within Asia. The Tamils in
Asia out-number the Sinha-
lese by five to one. There are
more than 50 million Tamils
in South Asia, primarily in
the south of India, only a
few miles across the sea from
Sri Lanka. This insecurity of
the Sinhalese may have con-
tributed to the racist tension
in the island™.

2. We cannot see how The
Island and the Islander came
to react hostilely to a com-
‘ment which after all  was
meant to take a sympathetic-

stand-point in understanding

the Sinhalese mind!

3. Here is something which,

is going to jolt Mr.Islander.

Pitching into Prof. Virginia
A. Leary looked a simple
enough exercise for him but

does he realise that he was:

really pitching into someone
else who even in his own

eyes must enjoy  higher
credentials? Mr. Howard
Wriggins, an academic,

author and one time Ambas-
sador of the United States

of America in Sri Lanka says

Leary’s judg-

in

ir.x_ his - well-knpwar book
“Ceylon: Dilemmas of a new
nation” (Princeton - Univer-
sity Press.) '“Un‘derlyihg the
arguments for and  -against
parity was the. intractable
fact that the Ceylonese major-
ity community of 7 million
Sinhalesc-was a small minor-
ity in the face of the hypoth-
etical comparison of Ceylon’s
Tamil population of 27 mil-
lion Tamils in South India.
Indeed, both groups  were
beset with ~ acute - minority
feelings. The Tamils believed
they were destined ~ to be
perpetual minority in Ceylon
itself which the majority was
determined - to dominate by
every means and the Sinha-
lese believed that ‘they were
the language minority in the
shade of India®. The book,
for Mr. Islander’s: informa-
tion was published 22 years
ago in 1960!

Even if Islander’s reading
does not reach out to Wrig-
gins he could have read Mr.
Leslie Goqnewz;rdena’é 1978
publication “A History of the
L.S.S.P. in Perspective’.. In
Chapter 4 of “The 'L.S.S.P.
and the minorities” explain-
ing the change in the language
policy of  the L.S.S.P.,. the
author. a former Secretary
of the Party says:.

. ...Although in the state
of Ceylon, the Sinhalese:
constituted - the majority and
Tamils the minority, the Sin-
hales¢  considered  themselves
to be the minority in' the

‘region, when one counted also

the tens of millions of Tamils
South India.  With a
history of constant wars with
the Tamils in the pre-col-
onial era, the Sinhalese con-
sidered that it was the Sin-
hdla language and mnot Tamil
which needed special protec-
tion and special guarantecs
to safeguard the position of
the Sinhalese , .and  their
language. However unfounded
these fears may have been,
they were both widespread and
deep among the Sinhalese
population.”’ ‘

FOR GOOD
MEASURE,

For good measure - here
is one more recommended
reading for [Islander: “The
Interpretation of  Cultures™
by Clifford Geertz (Hutchinson
- & C0.—2975). Author Geertz
makes this incidental reference
on page 265 of the book:
“In a similar way, in Ceylon
‘both the Tamils and Sinha-
lese manage to see themselves
as minorities: the Tamils be-
cause 70 percent  of the
Ceylonese are Sinhalese; the
Sinhalese because the 8 mil-
lion of them in Ceylon are
all there are, while in addit-
ion.to the 2 million Tamils in
the island there'are 28 million
more in South India...... Bl

So there. ... All the World

Las teen talking of this!

e Tso
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(Continved from

last issue)

Terrorist acts by Tamil
youth have exacerbated the
already tense relations bet-
ween Sinhalese and Tamils.
The political violence or ter-
rorism by  Tamil youths,
primarily against police in
the Jaffna area, began sub-
Stantially in 1977. The ter-
rorist acts have been  at-
tributed to a group called
the ““Liberation Tigers,” esti-
mated to include fewer than
200 persons by government
‘sources. A government
pamphlet published in June
1981 stated that the group of
terrorists had been involved
in over 200 acts of violence in
the previous three years in-
cluding the killing of politici-
ans, 18 police officials, acts
of homicide and robberies of
banks. The leadership of
the Tamil United Liberation
Front has condemned the
vilence and does not advoc-
ate violence to achieve the
separate state of Eelam, al-
though allegations have been
made that individual mem-
bers of the TULF have ad-
vocated violence as a means
of achieving a separate state.
The terrorist youth gangs are
acting  independently from
_the policy of the Tamil party
~and there is no evidence that
they have substantial support
from the Tamil populatlon
‘in the North.

““BANK ROBBED AND
~ POLICEMEN KILLED

On March 25, a bank was
. robbed in the town of Neer-
wveli in the Jaffna Peninsula
area and two policemen were
killed. The robbery was
- attributed to a terrorist gang
. .and one month later, the army
_.and police, without warrants,
“arrested 27 young Tamil men
"under the Prevention of Ter-
_ rorism Act for implication
‘in the robbery. This Act
and its application will be
discussed more fully in a
later section of this report.
At the end of May, further
violence developed during the
campaign for District Develop-
‘ment  Council Elections.

‘These elections were to be a’

' significant step towards de-
" centralization and were Tre-
- garded as a positive act by
'the government in respond-
'ing to the demands of the
Tamil population for mare
' control * over their own af-
- fairs. ~ Unfortunately, the
. electiont in Jaffna turned into
. a tragic event further ex-
- acerbating the racial conflict.
« On May 24, Mr. A. Thiaga-
" rajah, a Tamil who headed
"the UNP list of candidates,
- ‘was assassinated. Since the
' UNPis the governing majority
" ‘party in the country and a
predominantly Sinhalese
_party, the killing was per-
ceived as a threat to Tamil
politicians not to enter the
UNP lists. On June 9, 1981

Historical backgmund to the pre sent ethmc conflict

( continued)

Ethnic Conflict and Vio-
lence in Sii Lanka: Rep-
ort of a Mission to Sri
Lanka in July - August
1981 on behalf of the
International Commission
of Juris's by Professor
Virginia A. Leary.

Mr. Gamini Dissanayake,
Minister of Lands and Land
Development, stated in Parlia-
ment that ‘‘those who take
to politics opposed to -the
Tamil  United _Liberation
Front run the risk of death.”
On May 31, two policemen
were killed during a TULF
rally, in disputed circums-
tances. = According to some
sources, the policemen shot
each other during a dispute.
According to others, the two
were shot in the back of the
head by unknown assailants.
The ICJ observer was unable
to verify personally the verac-
ity of either account of the
deaths. This event precipit-
ated a rampage by police in
Jaffaa (which is described in
the next section under viol-

~ ence by security forces) and

led to the imposition of a
temporary state of emergency
in Jaffna.

On July 28, a terrorist
gang of about 15 persons
attacked a police station in
Anacottai, six miles out of
Jaffna. One policeman was
killed, another, who was
seriously wounded, died later.
The gang escaped Wwith
firearms including 17 rifies,
two shotguns, a sub-machine
gun and a thousand rounds
of ammunition. The attack
was the first attack against
a police station in Sri Lanka

“since a Sinhalese youth in-
_surrection in 1971.
condemned by
the leadership of the TULF

" who .described it as.a sense-

It was
immediately

less act of -violence.  The
government reacted with a
number of strong measures.
Police personnel were pulled
out of six stations in outly-
ing areas and replaced by
army officers. Army units
were moved into Jaffna.

"Trucks and armoured vehicles

carrying army personnel on
patrol in Jaffna were evident
during the visit of the ICJ
observer in early August.The
Police Department requested
the Defence Ministry to
permit  police to require
national identity cards at all
times in the Jaffna peninsula,
The increased  security
measures took on the tone
of an army of occupation in
Jaffna.

-a number of youths.

The government is clearly
deeply concerned about the
problem of terrorism in the

north. They have applied the -

provisions of the Prevention
of Terrorism Act to detain
The
government issued a regula-
tion, under emergency legisl-
ation, on August 25, prov1d-
ing for the death penalty
or life imprisonment for un-
lawful possession and trans-
port of weapons and explos-
ives in four Tamil areas. A
consideration of whether such
measures will prove effective
depends on an understand-
ing of the causes of violence
among a segment of  the
Tamil youth.

Tamil publications have ex-
plained the development of
youth violence in the Jaffna
peninsula. ~ Although ~full
scale violence did not erupt
until 1977 the roots of it
can be traced to events occurr-

eventually suppressed. Funds
for the insurrection had been
obtained through bank rob-
beries and hold-ups. Tamil
youth, who increasingly suf-
fered the effects of discrimin-
atory measures in language,
education and . employment,
apparently learned some of
the tactics of violence from
the earlier insurrection. These
discriminatory measures, and
the unsuccessful efforts of the
Tamil representatives to com-
bat. them, led a group of
Tamil youth to abandon hope
for a peaceful solution to the
ethnic problem and to turn
to 'violence. Police harass-
ment and cruelty  against
young Tamils also appears
to have played a part. Early
instances of violence  against
police officers appeared to be
directed against  particular
officers considered  respons-
ible for brutality  against
Tamils. Although much of
the cruelty and harassment

with Kkidnapping in connec-
tion ‘with the repatriation.

VIOLENCE BY
SECURITY FORCES.

Violence or state terrorism
by police and armed forces
is the third type of violence
that has been prevalent in
Sri Lanka. The most recent
serious incident occurred in
early June in Jaffna, but it
has been a recurring fact
since 1974. In that year,
during a session of an inter-
national Tamil Cultural Con-
ference, the police waded into
a large group of persons,
ostensibly in order to prevent
a particular person = from
speaking, and a2  stampede
resulted causing nine deaths,
the majority of them through
electrocution by 2 fallen wire,
The government refused to
appoint a Commission  of

Inquiry and the Tamils set

~ Political

or

 The roots of it can be
traced to events occurring
during her reign”

R e

ing durmg Mrs. Bandarana-
ike’s reign from 1970 to 1977.
In 1971 a major insurrection
occurred in Sri Lanka. It
was led by Sinhalese youth
and there appeared to be no
participation of Tamils. Dur-
ing the insurrection, 92 police
stations were  attacked by
Sinhalese youth, 37 members
of the police and 26 members
of the armed forces were
killed. The insurrection was

" them-

Yiolence

Terrorism

against Tamil youth occurred
in the 1970-77 period of the
previous government, partic-
ularly brutal attacks by police
and armed forces occurred
during a state of emergency
declared in the Jaffna penin-
sula in 1979 by the present
government.

Thus far, no Tamil youths
have been convicted of ter-
rorist offences. The com-
plaint is frequently heard that
the Tamil population has not
assisted the government in
apprehending terrorists.

In July, some 150 Tamil
youths flew to East Germany
and from there sought political
asylum in West Berlin
claiming to be persecuted at
home. The Sum (Colombo)
reported on August 1 that
“According to officials both
in West Berlin and Colombo,
the Tamil youth, who claim
to be persecuted at home, are
being lured to Berlin by un-
scrupulous agents promising
work or  asylum”.
Officials in West Germany
repatriated a number of the
youth to Sri Lanka. = The
West German  section of
Amnesty International then
began  legal  proceedings
charging ‘‘persons unknown’

up their own = Commission
which reported the growing
antagonism of police forces
against Tamils in the north.

Numerous incidents of det-
ention of Tamil youths and-
maltreatment were reported
during the 1970s. The Sri
Lankan Movement for Inter-
Racial Justice and Equality
(MIRJE) reported that, fol-
lowing the adoption of the
1972 Constitution, “hundreds
of Tamil youths were arrested
and left to languish in gaols
for long periods of time with-
out being charged and com-
victed in accordance with the
law. Several of them were
taken into custody, ostensibly
for questioning, but were most
inhumanly tortured whilst in
custody. The high handed
action of the police on the
final day of the Fourth Inter-
national Tamil Research Con-~
ference held in Jaffna, in Janu-
ary 1974, when nine lives were
lost, has left jbitter memories
among the Tamil youths,”

N

(To be continued )
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The growth of property
rights was  further under-
lined in the legal institutions
that evolved. 1t 1s not known
when or how the customs
and provisions embodied in
the Thesavalamai first struck
root in Jaffna. When the
Dutch commissioned a group
of Jaffua  Mudaliyars to
codify these customs in 1707,
they had sécured the force
of customary law in the com-
munity. Cases were heard,
probably from the period of
the kingdom of Jaffna, on
the basis of these laws, with
pleaders and adjudicators in
regular judicial proceedings.
The Thesavalamai recognised
three types of property:
seedhanam or dowry property
that the woman received at
marriage; muthisam or prop-
erty inherited by the man
from his parents; and thediya-

-theddam or property acquired

by the married couple  after
their marriage. This distinc-
tion brought some regularity
into the ownership and dis-
posal of property and above
all gave considerable property
rights and security to women
and protected children. Such
a complex set of rights and
obligations also produced a
litigicus people, and this was
observed even as early as
the mid-17th century. But
it contributed to the stability
of society, to its conservatism
and its integrity during cent-
uries of successive - colonial
rule.

SOCIO - ECONOMIC
MOBILITY

There was then the institu-
tion of caste which evolved
in ways different from the
original  homelands of the
Tamils. The absence of a
large group of Brahmins in
society weakened the Brah-
manic norms  which the
Tamils had brought from
south India. Castes did not
have to strictly adhere to
traditional - occupations and
there was some socio-econ-
omic mobility. These occup-
ations did not and could
not have the same social
values attached to them as
in south India. =~ Agriculture
and agricultural pursuits con-
tinued as the most valued
occupations but  seafaring
and the industries associated
with seaproduce achieved a
value greater than in south

India and provided the means

Saturday Review

The 198" Chelvanayakam Memonal Lecture

A H|stonca| foundatlon of

the Economy of the Tamils

(Continued)

of North Ceylon

to upward mobility. The
numerical preponderance of
the major agricultural caste,
which soon bécame the
dominant caste in society,
gave a stability to society.
This also contributed to the
arderly progress of economic
relationships.  in  society.

Land hunger, Cultivation
Techniques and Spread of
Tobacco

- The amount of land under
cultivation. in the old settled
areas of the peninsula was
expanded by every possible
means. This was done by
pushing the frontiers of the
village into adjoining bush
land and by government
schemes of reclamation of
salt Jands by putting up bunds
against the flow of salt
water. The Dutch did some
valuable work in this respect
in the Navatkuli area. An-
other means to bring more
land under cultivation was
to sell waste lands owned by
the state by auction. These
sales took place  regularly
from the 1670’s well into the
early 19th century.. Seo. great
was thé“'land hunger in the
peninsula  that these lands
were immediately taken up
and cash payments made.
The extension into the main-
land, across Elephant Pass,
took up part of this pressure
right from the end of the
17th century. It gathered
momentum in the 20th cent-
ury with governmental activ-
ity in reconstructing old ir-
rigation works.

Cultivation techpiques were
soon adapted to suit the soil
and the eclimate.. A large
part of the land was used in
the cultivation of paddy as
a crop for the rainy season.
After its harvest a variety
of dry grains were sown
to provide for both man and
beast. A decision was taken
very early to  divert land

from paddy to market garden- .

ing and cash crops. It is not
known when this happened,
but by the 17th century these
market gardens flourished to
the north and east of Vali-
kamam and in Vadamarachi.
About the same time the
cultivation of that queen of
Jaffna’s cash crops——tobacco-
was spreading. This diversi-
fication and  specialization
was of immense importance
to the evolution of the econ-
omy of the Tamils. It served

to monetize the economy to
a far greater degree than
the continuance of near sub-
sistence paddy farming would
have done. It brought vil-
lages into exchange relation-
ships with each ~other and
led to the growth of im-
portant market-towns such as
Pi. Pedro, Chavakachcheri,
Atchuveli, Chunnakam, and
Chankanai—strategically dis-
tributed through the penin-
sula.. It brought commerce
as a strong ingredient. of the
economy and contributed to
making Jaffna a cenire of
brisk commercial interchange.
Finally, it served to open up
Jaffna to seaborne commerce
with India and with the
southern and eastern parts

of Sri Lanka. By,

most common of which was
the kasu, some of which were
minted  locally.  Pagodas,
fanams and  kasus  were
brought in by Malabar, Coro-
mandel and Bengal merchants.

Exports of high value
were elephants and tobacco.
Elephants must have been a
valuable trade commodity
from the period of the Jaffna
kings. They continued so
under the Portuguese and the
Dutch, fetching high prices
in the 17th and early 18th
centuries because of the de-
mand in the Moghul Empire
and the Nayakdoms of the
south. - During the peak of
this trade they fetched an-
nually up to 200,000 Dutch
in s (or about Rs. 160,000).

by

Prof. S. |

Arasaratnam

Commerce was made im-
perative by the growing popul-
ation and by the inability of
food production to cope With
this rising population. = By
the beginning of the- 17th
century, Jaffna was dependent
on rice imports from India-
mainly Bengal, Coromandel,
Tanjore and Madura - and
this dependence increased as
years passed. In the 17th
and 18th centuries, it appears
as if about half the rice
consumed - in the -peninsula
had to be imported. . Any
interruption to this import
trade caused serious short-
ages and steep increase in
prices. It was in the interest
of the ruling power to keep
the price of rice down as
all ‘other prices and wages
rose and fell with the price
of rice:

The dependence on im-
ported rice and on the
purchase of local rice by *
those in areas that did not
grow paddy necessitated the
circulation of money, not
merely at the higher and more
affluent social levels as was
the case in many pre-modern
societies but among ordinary
working people. The sources
of money supply in the
country was the excess of
exports over imports. The

-entire coinagé in circulation
‘was of foreign origin, mostly

Indian. ~The gold coins,
pagoda and fanam, were of
the higher denomination and
there were copper coins, the

Buyers were the wealthy
merchants of Bengal, Gol-
condah and Tanjore, who

paid in silver and gold coins.

“Under- the Dutch, export of

elephants was a Company
monopoly and the proceeds
were credited to the Dutch
treasury. The community
itself did not benefit from the
trade except in brokerage
fees,  handling = costs and
labour. ~ The decline of the
trade “in- the- second half of
the 18th century created
large deficits in the accounts
of the Jaffna Commande-
ment and caused a shortage
of money in the country

EXPORT OF
TOBACCO

The second item  that
brought cash into the country
was -tobacco.  There must
have been' some cultivation
and export of tobacco in
the 17th century and earlier
but it is only in the 18th
century that this  product
reached the heights it did as
an article of export and oc-
cupied an important place in
the economy of the peninsula.
This  happened . with the
burgeoning demand for Jaffna
tobacco
The expansion of the king-
dom of Travancore and the
emergence of that ruler as
a monopolist trader in his
kingdom opened a steady
market for the Jaﬁnaproduct
A permanent commercial Te-
lationship was' established by

T

. tobacco

in south Malabar.

which Travancore merchants,
acting on  behalf of th
Rajah, sailed annually to
Jaffna ports to buy tobacco.
They developed a network
of agents in the producing
areas who advanced money
to the cultivators to purchase
the forthcoming crop. As
these peasant tobacco farmers
were in desperate need of
this credit, the purchasers as
providers of credit were able
to buy the crop at very low
rates. Some farmers, who
were able to do so, harvested
and cured the leaves and sold
them to brokers at the market
price.” These brokers were
mostly Jaffna entrepreneurs,
Chetties and others, who in
turn would sell the tobacco to
the Malayalee traders at a
profit. When faced with this
prospect of a steady cash
income, the acreage under
tobacco increased steadily in
the second half of the 18th
century. Land in Vadama-
rachi and East Valikamam
villages were diverted to this
crop. Its cultivation extended
to Mannar and the Vanni.

A report of 1783 provides
some detailed statistics of this
trade. It appears that an-
nually from 1 million to
1,300,000 pounds of tobacco
leaves were  exported from
Jaffna. The  best quality
tobacco appears ' to have
fetched about Rs. 120 per
Candy (of 500 pounds) with
lower prices for lower quality
leaves down to Rs. 40 per
Candy. The brokers enjoycd

. a commission of 10%. No

Jaffna merchant could parti-
cipate in the- export trade
because of the tight monopoly
of the Rajah of Travancore:
There was an export duty of
20% levied by the Dutch.
This duty was farmed out

by public auction. In the
1790°’s it was  worth Rs.
80,000 per year. The Mala-

yalee exporters paid for the
in pagodas and
fanams which they brought
into the country. Unlike the
elephant trade, the trade inm
tobacco  benefited a wide
segment of the community-
cultivators, labourers, trans-
port operators, brokers. « It
was soon growing into a life-
line of the Jafina economy
and for this reason  was
vulnerable to any shifts in
demand.

(To be Continued)
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The Hon. Mr. K. BALA-
SINGHAM :—I rise, Sir, to
'say a few words on the
‘motions before the House.
I gather from the many
speeches  that have been
delivered so far that there is
practically  unanimity that
there should be manhood suf-
‘frage in this country. The
Commissioners  have them-
selves made that the found-
ation for the grant of a
large measure of responsible
‘Government. ‘They say “We
.could not recommend  a
further grant of responsible
‘Government unless the Gov-
€rnment were to be made
fully representative  of the
great body of the people.”
SThen they say: “When a
.Considerable  increase  in
sgesponsible Government is be-
4ng recommended, therefore
the question of the franchise
‘becomes of first importance.”
“They have made that the
very foundation for  their
recommendations. In.  this
qmatter  the Commissioners
“have been merely giving eifect
ito the sentiments _prevailing
to-day throughout the world.
In all the post-war republics
“that have come into existence
—and there are so many—
manhood suffrage is a cardinal
~doctrine. The reason foi
that is this, that the differences
between men on the ground
- of wealth, or education, or
on any other ground are
discarded.

., WE MUST CHANGE
WITH THE TIMES’

Nobody now argues that
one human being is not the
equal of another in a pelitical

- sense. I quite agree with the
“gemark of the Honourable
the Veteran Knight that all
men are not equal; that the
_foundation of most democr-
. atic Governments is built not
on fact but on theory. Theory
though it may be, it -is a
necessary  theory for a
democratic Government  as
we have been all asking for
~a democratic  Government.
I quite agree with the senti-
~enent that a few wise men
would be able to administer
the Government better than
the entire nation; that they
would be able, if well-inten-
tioned, to better the con-
"dition of the state than if
the Government were placed
in the hands of the many.
®ut we have passed that
stage now. - All nations have

From the pages of Hans

‘universal = suffrage.

Saturday Review

accepted democratic Govern-
ment as the ideal and it is
too late now to hark back
to the earlier theories even
if they are right because we
find we must change with
the times.

The question of literacy
has been urged and I realize capable of understanding
that it is a very important political questions by merely
point. It has been asked reading and writing, is there
how can suffrage be exercised any reason why literacy
by persons if they are mot ghonld be insisted upon as a
literate?  But that has not (oo ¢ po Gote?  Bryce

; € . 3
been a condition for th argues this question about

grant of manhood suffrage literacy and says:—

in other countries.  Take

for instance  ~the case  of “How far does the ability
Hungary. According to the to read and write go to-
Census of 1920, 25'p.ercent wards  civic competence?
of the people were illiterate — poo,,q0 it jg the only test
and yet they adopteg u&i_ practically available, we as-
versal suffrage. Take the e 1t to o ail adequats

case of Russia where illiteracy

is much greater. They have - [t Is it really so? Some
And it of us remember among the

may come as a surprise to English rustics of sixty
some of those who advocate . Yyears ago shrewd men un-

Literacy should
not-bea .. &
condition for

manhood suffrage
_the Hon. K, Balasingham

e e s T pres

property and income qualific- able to  read, but with

ations to know that in that pleaty of mother wit. and
country the possessors of un- by their strong sense and
* earned wealth are disqualified solid judgment qaite as
from voting, and many of well qualified to vote: as
those who opposed the exten- their grandzaildren to-day
sion of the franchise here who read a newspaper.
would be disqualified in

“The man who reads

Russia. .
only the newspaper of his
The actual worker who own party and reads its
earns his daily bread is the political intelligence in a
man who is given the vote in medley of otner stuff, nar-
that country. The beggar is ratives of crimes and des-
disqualified, so is the plutocrat cription of football matcags,
with unearned wealth. The need not know tnat taere 1§
question of literacy is a point TSre" than One sideto “a
that has been considered in question, and seldom asks
democratic countries and the if there is one, hor what

trend of opinion to-day 18 ¢ the eyidence for what -
that literacy should not be 2 the paper tells him. The
condition of the fra.;nchnsg. printed‘ page,  because &
TR SR TR qung e seems to represent some
matter? - What is the ad- i power b bo -

vantage of being able merely
to read and write a language?
That does not really lead to
much political wisdom; . it
does not lead to much capac-
ity for Government. And If
people are not rendered more

lieved more readily than
what he hears in talk.
He takes from it - state-
ments, perhaps groundless,
perhaps invented, which he
weculd not take from one

ard - 50 YEARS AGO

of his fellows. -On the
printed page truth has no
better chance than false-
hood except with those
who read widely and have

_the capacity of discern-

ment. A party organ sup-
pressing some facts, misre-
presenting  others, is the
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worst of all guides, becausc
it can by incessantly reit-
erating untruth produce a
greater impression than
any man or body of men.
A modern voter so guided
by his party mewspaper is
no better than his grand-
father.”
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It has been truly®pointed
out that if the examination
test is insisted on not even
one in thousand, perhaps
not one in ten thousand,
would be eligible to exercise
the franchise. That would
be practically denying women
the right they ask for. It
has been also said that the
women themselves did not
ask for more than a limited
franchise; that the Members
of this House who asked for
franchise for women, includ-
ing myself, have not asked
as much as the Commis-
sioners have granted. That
is perfectly true. But that is
also true as regards manhood
suffrage and certain  other
matters. Manhood suffrage
has been granted although
many Members of  this
House who now endorse it
did not ask for it. So that
the mere fact that the Com-
missioners have granted more
than that asked for by many
Members is not an argument

against our accepting recom- of manhood suffrage as fol-

mendations of this kind.

My position as ‘regards
women is this. If they desire
it, if the customs of the
couniry demand that  they
should not leave their homes,
by all means let them not.
1 will not be a party to any
movement that will  force
women fo the polls. The
women of this country, especi-
ally of the upper classes do
not go to the polls or to
public places, except to the
temple and church, and it is
not desirable that they should
be forced to go to the polls.
But there are other women

who make it their business .

to go about on the roads
to work daily and earn tneir
livelihood, and I do not see

any reason way tnat class’

of women wano are not
secluded, should not exercise
that rignt.

He sums up the arguments
usually urged by supporterg

ES

lows:—

“Has not the untutored
instinct of the masses been
frequently  vindicated by
the event agaipst the pre-
tensions of thﬁ? class which
thinks itself superior? Take
English history during the
nineteenth century, and
mark in how many cases
the working men gave their
sympathy to causes which
soc1ety frowned upon and
which subsequent = events
proved to have deserved
that sympathy. What out-
worn prejudices, what fool-
ish prophecies, what wild
counsels may be  heard
from the lips of the rich!
What narrow views have
been expressed even by
brilliant  writers and ac-
complished teachers and
divines! High attainments
in some branch of science
or learning are compatible
with- class ignorance and

obstinate perversity wheie
practical issues are involved.
Have not associations of
working men been more
often right in their political
judgment of measures than
college common rooms and
military clubs?  The in-
stincts of the multitude are
as likely to be right as
the theories of the learned” -
That is how he summarises
the arguments urged in favour
of manhood suffrage even
when there is a lot of illiteracy
in the country. I think it is
not possible to-day — with
the world as it is constituted
—to get that measure of self-
Government waich we all ask
for without conceding man-
hood suffrage. Tais is not a
fad of to-day as suggested
by one of the previous
speakers. The world nas not
thougat of manhood suffrage
only in recent years. Look
at the ancient republic of
Greece. Every free man had
a vote even in the decisioa

of the affairs of State. Of
course at that time there were
slaves in Greece who had no
vote; but now we are all
free. It must be conceded
that the whole theory of
democratic ~ Government is
not based on fact but on
ficiton because all men are
not equal. But what else, I
ask, can be introduced in
place of the theory of equality ?
What is the measure of the
difference between man and
man? And  that difficalty
has been the ground for con-
ceding equality to everybody.

The next point that has
been considered by us is the
extension of the franchise to
women between the ages of
twenty-one and tairty. I
feel there has beem a great
deal of unanimity on this
point too and everybody con-
cedes that there is no reason
to exclude taose between*
twenty-one and thirty from
the exercise of the francaies, -

(Contnued in he mext issue
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* After virtually scuttling
the trade pact with China,
in a devious manoeuvre to
satisfy some politicians in
Sri Lanka and the United
States Government, Sri Lanka
has now been compelled to
turn to Peking to save its

tubber industry and to
procure urgent supplies of
rice!

The trade with China,

since it “was formalised in
1952 and until 1977, was
one of the few stabilising
factors in Sri Lanka’s econ-
omy, which had been sub-
jected to crippling pressures
originating abroad, mainly in

the industrial countries in
the West.

Soon a_fter the  United
National Party came into

power in mid-1977, the first
move began to be made to
testrict the trade with China.

The Minister of Trade, Mr.
Lalith Athulathmudali, at a
press conference in Colombo,
announced that it was plan-
ned to switch from bilater-
alism to multilateralism in
the trade with China as well.
Also, Sri Lanka was going
to insist on payment in hard
currency for the rubber sup-
plied to China.

‘LOSS OF HARD
CURRENCY °

The basic feature of the
China pact had been the
barter of goods on a bilateral
basis. But the Government
-argued (as had previous UNP
administrations) that the
diversion of exports from the
traditional -markets (i.e. from

US and other Western
markets) to other (mainly
socialist)  countries  with

which Sri Lanka had pay-
ment agreements resulted in
a loss of hard currency that
could otherwise be used for
the import of ‘essential com-
modities. On  the  other
hand, the freedom to buy
and sell at the best prices
was restricted under bilater-
alism.

t was conveniently ignored
that in China’s case at least
it was this very bilateralism
that had contributed to the
success of the trade in the
past, enabling the exchanges
to be balanced at higher
fevels than would normally
have been possible.  Further
Sri Lanka’s imports from

China were financed partly"

by loans extended by it on
very fanurable terms.

The prices paid by China
for rubber had, except in
1960, been higher than those
by the rest of the world.
China, in return, -had sup-
plied rice at world prices or
slightly lower. This meant
that Sri Lanka had been able
to make a substantial saving
in foreign exchange on its
purchases of rice and earned
additional exchange on the
sale of rubber.
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The scuttling

of our Trade Pact
China

with

For instance, the gain in
1952, the first year of the
operation of the pact, was
estimated at Rs. 29 million;
in 1955, this gain was esti-
mated to be as high as Rs. 95
million.

If not for the trade with
China—which had been in the
Lanka’s
economic position would have
been considerably weaker.

Then, with the increase in
local rice production, some
members in the Government
began to question the need for
the very continuance of the
barter trade arrangement. It
was suggested that when Sri
Lanka attained self-sufficiency
in the commodity, the rubber
pledged to China in the
barter deal could be sold
wherever it fetched the

- highest .price and the proce-

eds used to import capital
goods required for
development of the country’s
resources.

This questionn had been
fully discussed during
negotiations leading to the
signing of the fifth five-year
trade and payments agree-
ment in Colombo in Decem-
ber 1972, the 20th anniversary
of the original pact. The
delegations of China and Sri
Lanka agreed that there was
no reason why the volume
of trade between the two
countries should shrink after
Sri Lanka began to grow all
the rice it needed because
there ~was scope for trade
in other commodities.

WORLD BANK
AND I M.F.
Self-sufficiency in the staple
food, it was agreed, could
indeed add a new dimension
and perspective to the trade
in that, instead of importing
rice, Sri Lanka could impert
machinery and equipment
from China’s fast-growing
industrial sector to transform
the present agrarian-based
economy to an agro-industrial
China, in turn, could

one.
import ' other  commodities
from Sri Lanka, besides
rubber.

Items mentioned included
copra, coconut oil, coir
products, cocoa, scad card-
‘amoms$ and other spices,

herbs, tobaoco, precious and
semlprecwus stones, ilmenite,
rutile, 'hides and handicrafts.

However, instead of a
diversification and expansion

the e . :
5 for transactions - . 1n

the. -

of trade in this manner, what
we have witnessed is a con-
traction ‘after the liberalis-
ation of imports in 1978,
with the World Bank and
the International Monetary
Fund insisting on a switch to
multilateral trade.

One after another the
trade and payments agree-
ments with socialist countries
began to give way to pay-
ment for transactions in a
convertible currency.

In China’s case, this system
came into operation partially
in 1981. While payments

Also, every time the UNP
had been in office between
1952 and 1970, attempts had
been made to abrogate the
pact on one ground or an-
other. The classic illustra-
tion was in 1967, when Mr.
Dudley Senanayake was again
Prime Minister. (See Gamini
Navaratne’s work, “The Chi-
nese Connexion” which takes
over the story from where
S. P. Amarasingam left off).

What have been the reperc-
ussions of the policy followed
by the present UNP Govern-
ment? .
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by 1980, the exports were
down to 30,000; in 1981, it
dropped further to 20,000
tons; this is the volume that
China has agreed to take in
1982 as well. Also, no rice
supplies were contracted for
this year.

Not that China needs le ss
rubber now; it has turned
to other suppliers, like Mala-
ysia and Indonesia.

Sri Lanka has been the
loser because the fond hope
of those who plug the multi-
lateral line has not worked.
The industrial  countries,
where we hoped to find
markets for the rubber di-
verted from China, are not
boying as much as the
Government expected mainly
due to the recession which
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; by our Economic Correspondent I

for rice and rubber continued
to be effected through the
clearing accounts, payment
other
commodities had to be made
in hard currency.

In the protocol signed last
November, ~effective * during
the current year, no provi-
sion was made for any barter
transactions in any com -
modity and there was not
going to be any imports of
rice.

This development marked
the virtual dismantling of the
pact with China which had
been in operation for - 30
years. /

This was  what some
people in the UNP and the
US had always wanted to
achieve—but failed owing to
strong public pressure—ever
since the pact was signed in
1952.

In fact, some = UNPers
boast that it was a govern-

ment formed: by their party,

that signed the original agree-

ment. 7 True, but it came. .

intoexistence not as the result
of a deliberate policy change
by Prime Minister Dudley Sena-
nayake in regard to trade
with socialist countries but
was forced on his Govern-
ment by sheer  economic
necessity. As his successor,
Sir John ‘Kotelawala once
said, ‘It (the entry into the
pact) was a matter of life

and death for Sri Lanka.” .

(See S.P. Amarasingam’s
book “Rice and Rubber”
published in 1953 for the full
story of the manoeuvres. that
immediately preceded and
followed the signing of the
pact).

China has always believed
in a balance between the
value of its imports from
and gxports to Sri Lanka.
When we reduced the intake
of rice—and failed to increase
the intake of other commod-
ities  available in China —
China, too, cut down its
procurements of rubber.

In the 25 years leading
up to 1977, rubber exports
to China had averaged above
40,000 tons a year. In 1975,
exports touched the record
level of 89,285 tons. But

has hit their rubber-based
industries. This position is
unlikely to change in the
near future.

About 60 per cent of the
local rubber producers are
smallholders and they have
been hit very hard by the
ill-advised  politically-motiv-
ated policy followed by the
Government.

At least now, it should
adopt a more pragmatic ap-
proach to trade with China.
What we have followed since
1978 has in fact been a
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policy of economic**nihilism”’!
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According
{aw, war should be conducted
between sovereign states and
their armies and should mnot

‘be directed against civilians.
" Nuclear weaponry has made

such niceties obsolete. In
future, major wars will be
* genocidal—existing = peoples

will be destroyed in their '

" entirety. But those engaged
professionallyin the arms race
and its military command do
not intend to commit geno-

" cide. This is most convenient

" because if they did, the whole
thing would be ‘illegal’;
nuclear genocide is merely
‘in the air’. Meanwhile, in
East Timor. a manageable,
compact variety of genocide
is proceeding at the moment.

Thus given the actuality,
the magnitude and the moral
significance  of the subject,
Leo Kuper’s Genocide should
be important, The subject

matter has instead overwhel-

med the author:. If the result
is significant, it is as a failure
saved by one major insight.

SURGICAL
PRECISION

Kuper strives for the pre-
tentiously academic. Penguins
puff the book as ‘detached
and scientific’. It is hardly
-that.  To his credit, Kuper
finds the UN discussion of
1948—which led to the inter-
national Convention against
genocide—‘very  depressing’.
When there were UN proce-
edings after the death of at
least a million  people in
Bangladesh, he says, ‘I found
it unbearable to read the
discussion’.  In general, he
writes,. ‘from a - humanistic
point of view, it is quite
repugnant to weigh the num-
ber of deaths which would
accord significance in terms
of the UN Convention.’

Unless one does weigh such
numbers, however, it is im-
possible to write a book
about genocide
responsibility.  The subject
matter is atrocity; it has to
-be approached with surgical
precision, or  the result will
be a mess.

The word: ‘genocide’  was
<reated by Ralph Lemkin. He
used it as a conscious neol-

ogism in his Axis Rule In .

Occupied Europe, published
in the US im 1944.  He
proposed that genocide ‘was
something  ‘directed against
the national group as an
entity’ (my emphasis); i
meant the death of a people
rather than people  being
killed.- Lemkin defined as
genocidal a 1939 promulg-
ation  in German-occupied

Poland which stated that all -

Jewish males had to do two
years forced labour. They
had to surrender any tools
or equipments they possessed,

and, the order added, ‘Those .

subject to forced labour shall
be put to work in labour

with due

‘there suddenly

camps’. Lemkin argued that

. policies such as these meant

the over-all destruction of a
national life. Thus he also
regarded the forced Germani-
fication of Luxembourg as a
form of genocide. By his
cogent definition  biological
deaths were associated with
but not the sole measure of
the terrible crime.

It  follows that some
genocides  involve  fewer
deaths than  contemporary
mass murders. The trans-
portation of an Amazon
tribe as a by-product of
development is genocide.The
1965 massacre of  perhaps
half-a-million  legal
munist supporters which took
place in Indonesia was not.
Why should this lessen our
condemnation of that
slaughter,?

Lemkin lobbied the UN,

_at its foundation, to have
genocide banned. = But the
proceedings which  followed

emasculated ~ his definition.
The 1948 UN Convention
defines genocide as the destruc-
tion of a group ‘in whole or

in part’ (my emphasis). How

much of a part is enough?
The notion of genocide is
here watered down to virtual-
ly any crime against human-
ity.” Tts terrible distinctive-
ness—that it is  directed
against a social totality— is
lost. This was not sufficient
for the UN; its Convention
also stipulated that genocide
is an act committed with
‘intent’. The idea that intent

- must somehow be shown for
genocide to take

place is
nonsense, as in the case of
nuclear weapons; or in East
Timor, where a people with
hundreds of years of separate
existence is now ‘being forci-

bly incorporated into Indo-

nesia. They have been for-
bidden their political langu-
age (Portuguese) and have
sufferéd through  imposed
famine at least 200,000 deaths
in a population of 700,000.
Yet any Indonesian general
could | deny - ‘intent’—‘we
meant to ‘save them from
Communism’—and
even be sincere. = The UN
Convention = formulated a
definition  to mean every-
thmg and nothing.

Relucta.ntly, . Leo Kuper
has recognised this. From'
his = meandering argument
emerges a
sharp and scandalous insight.
For all practical . purposes,
he concludes the UN defends
the right of its member states
to commit genocide. Though

Com- -

.he ‘assumes’

might *
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race

never explicitly, all states
claim this as a right of their
own internal  sovereignty
(p. 161). 1In his introduction
he puts it rather quaintly:
‘United  Nations de facto
condonation ....serves as a
screen for genocide’.

ore than one
way to kil

number  of atrocities that
would include, Kuper - con-
cocts the term  ‘genocidal
massacre’ to apply to events
for which words like ‘mas-
sacre’ itself or ‘bloodbath’ or

‘war-crime’ already exist and
are apt enough.

Kuper’s discussion of Ire-
Jand is a salutary demonstr-
ation of what happens when
a term like genocide is reduced
to one of banal outrage.
Looking mainly at the North

9
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Presumably to ensure ‘balance’
he adds the  Protestant
bombing of McGurk’s Bar.
It is a wonderful instance
of failing to see the wood for
the trees. Had Kuper kept
his focus on the fate of entire
peoples  rather than on
McGurk’s he would have
seen that Ireland itself was
the site of a path-breaking
modern state genocide. Name-
ly, the British attempt forc-
ibly to incorporate  the
country by union, symbol-
ised in the great famine of
1845. The demographic col-
lapse, from  which Ireland
never recovered, and the loss
of spoken Gaelic, both fol-
lowed London’s attempt to
destroy the  independent
status of the Irish nation in
the 19th century.

.

By diluting the notion of

genocide Kuper weakens the

discusses the

Anthony

Barnett

importance of a proper definition of * Genocide ’
— New Statesman, London

Nonetheless,

Kuper ac-
cepts the terms of the UN
definition rather than Lemkin’s
and thus loses his bearings.
For genocide to take place

there would
have to be a ‘substantial’ or
‘appreciable’ number of vic-

and going back to the early
19th century, Kuper con-
cludes that there have been
no ‘large-scale genocidal mas-
sacres’. In case anyone might
consider that to be callous,
he describes as = ‘genocidal
murder’ (sic) the attack on

effectiveness of = the term.
Instead of extending human-
itarian concern his ‘generous’
definition = becomes unman-
ageable in its  detail and
evasive in its over-all claims.
He provides some well des-
cribed examples from Africa,
makes no mention of such
politically sensitive topics as
Palestine and, as for East
Timor, he writes, * I have
also not mentioned... East
Timor’. :

Muddling on in this fashion
helps to normalise the idea of
genocide. It is widely recogn-
ised that officials, especially
in the Pentagon, use jargon
and "acronyms to allow deadly
activities to be discussed in a
manner which  cocoons the
speaker from the human con-
sequences of what is being
said. A related kind of mental
deadening can also be gener-
ated by the over-use of terms.
‘Genocide’ has am absolute,
precise commotation. The UN
diluted it. Tt should be safe-
guarded from  such offcial
manipulation which seeks to
emasculate all concepts that
encourage the independent
judgment of state power. In
order to help  counter this
overwhelming  power, our
language must he preserved
from diplomats as well as
from generals and in this case

tims. To encompass the the Mountbatten = family. also from Leo Kuper.
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‘Text of a paper read at the
World Hindu < Conference or-
ganised by the Visva Hindu
Parishad and- held at Allaha-
bad, India on the 25th, 26th
and 27th January 1979,

‘(‘ Continued from
last issue )

In 1967 All Ceylon Bud-
dhist Congress started S
schools  in Jaffna illegally,
contrary to law, for Harijans,
on their undertaking to be-
come Buddhists. Accordingly
they became Buddhists and
jobs as ‘teachers in .those
schools  were provided-
Establishing schools without
government permission is il-
legal but the government
took no action as they were
Buddhists. In 1969, U.N.P.
Government took over the
schools which was also illegal.
After 1970, S.L.F.P. Govern-
ment changed the medium
suddenly from Tamil to Sin-
hala for  all classes using
translators to help the Sin-
hala  teachers who  were
brought in. ~ The  present
government realised the total
failure of trying to make
Sinhalese out -of the Tamil
Hindus. In. the meantime
for ' 10  years education
suffered.

The Tamil United Liber-
ation Front also had to start
an illegal school at Puttur,
after giving notice to the
Government, as an act of
Civil disobedience and Sat-
yagraha to  educate those
students who could not fol-
fow the Sinhala medium and
who were not provided with
the Tamil medium schools.

But Tamils in general and
the Tamil Hindus in particu-
far are facing a bigger prob-
fem—that is the denationalis-
ation of Tamil. The Govern-
ment had refused to concede
the right of the Tamils to
educate them in the mother
tongue which is Tamil. They
the Tamil Hindus in the
predominantly Sinhala areas
are de facto denied the right
to educate their children in
Tamil by the simple device
of not providing schools in
the mother tongue, thus
forcing Tamil Hindus to be
educated in  Sinhala and
possibly embrace Buddhism.
Further the Government has
deprived the Tamil Hindu
Students  their opportunity
‘for higher and university
education and in their place
¢he Buddhist state controlled
universities are admitting Sin-
hala Buddhist students who
fhave obtained lower grades
at the entrance examination.

HISTORY RE-WRITTEN
¥OR POLITICAL  CON-
VENIENCE: -

Added to all ' what has been
said earlier there is a calculat-
«€d move by the Sinhala Bud-
dhist fanatical elements to re-

. evrite  history and . interpret

Sri Lanka

oice
Hinduism

Saturday Review

on the
decline

philosophy and religion to
suit their political conveni-
ence. Inteliectuals and Uni-
versity dons too have fallen
a prey to this fanaticism. In
the recent past many things

that have been uttered and

written in the name of history
have become a matter of
ridicule among pure intel-
lectuals.

In the recent past, attempts
were made to prove that Bud-
dhism had been in existence in
Ceylon even before Hinduism,
How a religion or a philosophy
which is considered an off-
shoot of Hinduism by some

. and by others as a revolt

against Hinduism could be pre-
valent in this country before
Hinduism is beyond onc’s
understanding!

been brought down and
Gautama Buddha who didn’t
believe in Divinity has been
given a bigger divine status.
The Kiri Vihara which was
recently built is given more
prominence and the ancient
temple of Muruga has receded

into the background. It is
interpreted by the ~modern
Sinhala Buddhist fanatics,

that the super needs of man
will be attended to by the
Buddha and Lord Muruga
only attends to the ordinary
mundane things of life. What
worst interpretation.  to
philosophy can we envisage
than these foolish attempts
of these fanatical elements to
satisfy their political vanity ?

The Ramakrishna Pilgrims
Rest that was built by the

| by

)

Eelaventhan

I assume that the Deleg-
ates who are assembled here
are acquainted with another
famous temple in- Ceylon.

_This temple is the Katnir-

gaman temple that has at-

_tracted World attention. An-

nually devotees from the dif-
ferent parts of the world meet
and . congregate.. In this
famous temple Lord Muruga

_resides. To quote tae famous
words of the late Sir P. Aru-
‘nachalam

~«Wherever Tamil
influence prevails he is held
in pre-eminent honour and
dignity. The Tamils regard
him (Lord Muruga) as tne
guardian  of  their race,
language and literature and
are bound to him by special-
ities”. This very same Lord
Muruga has been in the
recent past converted into a

Sinhala Buddhist Deity and
as

is being referred to
‘Kataragama Deiyyo’. This

conduct may be pardonable

but what
this  his

is unforgivable is
Divine status has

Ramakrishna Mission in this
Kathirgaman temple premises
to serve the pilgrims who visit
the temple and which served
the devotees  that thronged
the temple without any dis-
crimination was, taken over
by the Sinhala Buddaist Govt.
from the Hindu administra-
tion.  This, take-over, has
been effected in the mame
of declaring the Kathirgaman
temple premises ““a ‘sacred
area’. It is being interpreted
by the Sinhala Buddnist
chauvinists that the Rama-
krishna Pilgrims Rest is not
sacred enough to be housed
in the sacred area of the
temple. The sinister move
behind this action is
deprive the Hindus who were
traditional devotees of this
temple to have a hold on
this temple. And the succes-
sive ~Sinhala  governments
have succeeded in virtually
converting this famous- Hindu
Temple into a Buddhist
temple. The number of Hindu

to .

Tamils who visit this temple
have dwindled in the recent
past to a very small number,
for the simple reason, the
Hindus are made to believe
that they afe unwanted
strangers in the arca. We are
moved to tears when we
recall the shabby way we are
treated in this temple pre-
mises. . . . :

In conclusion, let me tell
you - that we the Hindu
delegates from Ceylon, all be-
long to the Tamilian Race
which follows the Saiva Sid-
dantha School of Hinduism.
In the words of Dr. G. U.
Pope ““Saiva Siddanda  phi-
sophy is the choicest product
of the Dravidian intellect”.
Our religious literature which
consists of philosophy  and
devotional songs: are all
written in the Tamil language.
The devotional songs in the
Tamil language are really
heart-melting ruby utterances.
Because of the copious de-
votional literature available in
Tamil Literature, the Tamil
language has = been aptly
classified as a language of
devotion.~ In other words
all our féelings and aspira-
tions are expressed in Tamil.

PL ANNED
COLONISATION

This language which has
an ancient -heritage and also
considered: one of the greatest
living languages enjoys no
political status in our country,
As an eminent political auth-
ority has said “‘if you want
to destroy a °mation first
destroy 1its language’” and
another political philosopher
has added. “‘language is the
soul of the nation and if you
remove it the nation is dead”.
In keeping with these maxims
there is a coldly calculated
move by the successful Sin-
hala Buddhist governments
to make us lose our soul by
depriving us of our language.

More than the issue of
depriving of our language
there is a determined move
by the Sinhala governments
to deprive us of our home-
Jand by planned colonisation
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of Sinhala Buddhists.  This
move has shaken the  very
base of preserving our culture,
fanguage, religion and our
way. of life. ;

As has been rightly pointed
out by Radha Kumud Muk-
erjee in his book Hindu
Civilization “The 1st condi-
tion of the progress of a
people in political life and
civilisation is the possession.
of fixed and definite territory
which it can call and serve
as its mother country. A
people that has not found a
home for itself but lives in
unstable and unsettled con-
ditions; in wunrest and un-
certainty lacks the condition
in which religion, language,
culture and civilization can
take their rise. The country
is to the Nation what the
Body is to the individual.
It is necessary for its self
expression’.

POLITICAL AND

SPIRITUAL

Unless we regain our Tost
kingdom, we will not be able
to reassert our position - to
safeguard our language,
culture, religion and our way
of life. My colleagues join
me in my appeal to you to
give your meral .and other
forms of suppott to religious,
spiritual and political freedom,
All of you will agree that
political freedom is indis- -
pensable to  enjoy spiritual
freedom. That is why all of
us are crying and clamouring
for ‘Tamil Eelam’ which has
become a mantra with us;
we seek Divine. guidance and
the sapport of all the Hindu
devotees of the  world. to
achieve this _ noble end.
“Arise, Awake, Await not
till the goal is achieved”.
That is what Swami Viveka-
nanda, the giant of Vedantha
proclaimed years ago. We
are determined to strictly
adhere to this inspiring self
assertive utterance and achieve
the twin purpose of . our
life: our political and spiritual
freedom.

Thank you !
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*> Registrar Walawu;
Maniagar’s Lane,

- Kokuvil East, - -
Kokuvil, 19-4-1982.

The Editor,
Saturday Review,
303, K.K.S. Road,
Jaffna.

Dear Sir,

With reference to the note
written by you regarding the
letter sent to you by the
Seeretary of the All Ceylon
Tamil Congress and appear-
ing in the Saturday Review

of 17-4-1982 and- further to

your~ Fdltorral dated 27-3-82,
T'wishi‘to state some pertiﬁent

E ‘~--The A-ll --Cey‘lop_ Tamﬂ- Con-
zress fought the 1947 General
Elections before Ceylon' got
its. independence and it made
it clear in . the Election
Manifesto that it would ; ex-
tend responsive cooperation
to whichever government that

may be formed after the
general election  that would
support  the” fundamental
policies of the "A. C. T. C,
UN.P. did not get an ab-
solute majority to form the

poverimént after the election
and “there “'was “every  pos-
sibility of all the forces op-
posed to the U.N.P. capturing
power and a conference was
held at the Colombo resid-
ence of late -Mr. Nissanka
to explore the possibilities of
all the parties . opposed to
the U.N.P., gefting together
and forming the Govern-
ment. This was known as
the Yamuna Conference- and
it was presided over by late
Mi.: " G.” G, Ponnambalam.
Nothing, could: 'coﬁ‘leaéut of
this. conference :as. ‘there was
msumtz among . Sthe.. left;st
parties. Thls swill go to show
that Mr. Ponnambalam was
not that 'anxmus and - ambi-
tious to get a Ministership
from Mr. D. S. Senanayake
as made out to be by. your
comment and what is alleged
to have been stated bya half
baked political correspondent,
Mr. "Fernando, in his  book.
His comments do not__dcserve
a-reply and-his book whith
contains thése-tomments only
deserves a rightful place in
the -wastepaper .basket. .-
Later, negotiations between
the U.N.P. leaders and- the
A,C.T:C. took. place at - the

.. instance of the U.N.P. leaders

at which Messrs = Ponnam-
balam, Chelvanayagam and
Vaaniasingam togk parf-- In
this. ponnection 1: would like
to_refer ‘you.to the. speech
made by Mr.. Chelvanayagam
at the mass meeting held by
the: A CTNC. - ét the Jafina
ssplanade qn 22:-8-1948, to..get
the approvel of the voters to
the decision taken by the
ACTC. to cooperate with

" the U.N.P, government
'speech as reported in the

e

_His

Times of Ceylon of 23-8-1948 -

~is reproduced below.

““The presence of such vast
numbers at the meeting was
an indication of the keen-
ness of the Tamil man in
political matters. Political
situations change  rapidly
and somefimes within. a
. very short time. There is a
great deal of difference bet-
ween the sitmation that ex-
isted at the time we were
returned . to Parliament and
today. Every changing
situation has to be con-
sidered afresh. Your re-
presentatives arrived at a
united decision. Even on
the question  of coopera-
tion with™ the government
you can rest assured that
_ your ° representatives ~will
decide only in the best
interests of the community”
I think this. explains -the
decision taken by the A.C.T.C.

to cooperate with the Govern-

ment and during the period
of cooperation extended to
the UNP..-by the A.C.T.C.
the Tamil Community .stood

to gain and the decision:was [

taken in the  interests of
Mmonty commumty and not
in the interests’of ACT. C.
or its leader. In this connec-
tion I also wish to draw your
kind" attention to what late
Dr. Naganathan had to say
about G.G. sevet.al -years
after he left the- T.C.-

“1 was closest to Mr

- Ponpnambalam in T.C. days -
- and must state in justice
to him that certainly it
was not the ~lure of a
Ministership but a genuine
desire to quickly solve the
problem that led him to the

trap’’.

17-7-1962.)

Mr. Chelvanayagam and
his caucus cartied - on a
persistent campaign of vilific-
ation. and character assassin-
ation - against : Mr. Ponnam-
balem. just to destroy his
image and fo gain cheap
popularity No doubt they
achieved this objective but
it was done at the expense -
of the Tamil . Community.
They perpetrated a fraud on
the Tamil Community which
iost every right.it had, durmg

he leadership of Mr. Chelva-

; nayagam‘ -and was. .subject to

harassment and . humiliation.
He-advocated a futils and. a
barren policy.of Federalismy.
and deceived the Tamil Com-
mumty for a_period, of 25
years. only to. give up. the
Fegcral cry in the end: - He

,latev regretteq. angd: avan,we;xt

-to the house of G.G..to -
-patch up after’ a lapse. of
25 years,

“only justify the steps

ACeylon Daily News -

* The modus o;ﬂerandi that

is being adopted by the
‘present T.U.L.F. leadership
to win the rights of Tamils in
the North and East and the
method adopted by Hon.Mr.
Thondaman to  deliver the
goods to the Indian Tamils
taken
by late Mr. G. G. Ponnam-
balam and show how far-
sighted he was in 1948. An
unbiased observer of -the

Minority politics in Ceylon i

from 1947 will have no
difficulty in accepting the cor-
rectness of the stand taken
by the A.C.T.C. at various
times from 1947 onwards.The
present. T.U.L.F. leadership
says it wants to develop the
North and East economical-
ly and that was what G.G.
did.

I do admit that you are
entitled and you have got
the freedom to say whatever
you want.. . But when you
take the mantle of the Editor
of a Joutnal it is° nothing
but fair and reasonable for
me to expect you to eXercise

some restraints  when you
give vent to you personal
feelings particulary when you
have to comment about polit-
ical personalities.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,
Appathuray Vinayagamoorthy

, MEDIA

MISREPORTING

gio s Arasady Roaa
Jaffna.

Dear Sir,
Mr. Gamini Navaratne 1s

undoubtedly a ‘“‘nigger-lover”.
By “mgger”, of course, I

mean the Dravidian, settlers of

Sri Lanka.

In his recollections of the
former MP  for Kopay, he
refers to the North-South
bridge building during Mr.
Lionel Fernando’s time. I

“don’t think that Mr. Navara-

tne can deny the fact that
after this journalistic Pow-Wow
there was more misreporting

in the media than before.
For instance, the SUN publi-
shed the photo of a statue
in Urumpirai and reported
that angry crowds pulled it
down. Was this information
given at the conference by
N r. Lionel Fernando?

Sit Pon. Arunachalam is
reported to have sa’d during
his time, “Various wants we
have. A press that may not
degenerate into a hireling is-a
great want for the country.
Shall we not aim at a press
for the Tamils, if only to
combat calumny and vile
misrepresentation? For days,
weeks, months and years, we
have suffered atthe hands of
an unscrupulous press.

Apart from oné or. two jour-
nals like the Lanka Guardian.
I den't think the rest did any
thing but burn whatever
bridges that existed !

Yours faithfully,
N. Deva Rajan
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'Saturday

Review
5000 Conference

posters.

‘spiked’

in Jaffna

A Minister’s inordinate de-
sire to have his picture publi-
shed in a poster publicising 2
religious Conference has, the
Saturday Review reliably lear-
ns, led tonearly five thou-
_sand posters being “spiked”

in Jaffna. ’

The Ministry ‘of Regional
Development and Hindu Af-
_fairs had sent large posters
publicising the World Hindu
Conference, which ends to-
motrow (25 April), to Jafina
on 15 April

Those in charge of Confer-
enc_:e\pgblicity in Jaffna had
decidett - against . displaying

. these posters, as they felt the
posters might draw adverse
criticisms.

R i TR et 5 € s,

The Saturday Review under-
Stands some of them had been
sharply critical of the posters
because, contrary to conven-
tion, it carried the picture of
Hindu Affairs Minister Chel-
ligh Rajadyrai. They had
pointed out -the picture was
out of place in a poster osten-
sibly publicising a religious
Conference, though they con-
ceded the Minister was highly
photogenic. i

These critics had also sug-
gested the Minister was still
under the DMK hang=over
and was more interested in an
“ggo trip”’ than in Hinduism,
Theirinsistence that a religious
Conference should not be ex-
ploited to build up “person-
ality cults” finally led to these
posters being shelved:

~ ACADEMICS ARE
IV A HORRY

10 GEI

A massive  brain-drain is
about to strike a high-powered
institution which decides the
fate of those secking higher
education, according fo re-
ports trickling down the
grapevine..

The kingpin - of the institu-

tion, who now feels that it is

- better to lie abroad for the

good of his motherland, is

seeking an ambassador’s post,
insiders say.

According to these sources;
a top-notch member who has
been making history recently
has set his sights on Hawai
where east and west meet. An
' academic footman whose mi-
nority complex impels him
to bask in reflected glory has,
it is learnt, discreetly decided
to leave the country on sab-
batical leave. The bureaucratic
linchpin is rumoured to be
seeking refuge in a common-
wealth institution connected
with university education.

Knowledgeable observers
have an interesting explana-

0ui !

tion for this sudden thirst for
greener—and safer—pastutes.
They draw an analogy with a
phenomenon observed by
scientists in China: just before
an earthquake, animals in the
region are able to sense tre-
mors thousands of miles away,
stampede and start on a head-
long flight.

This well-timed exodus, they
sardonically remark, perhaps
portends a political earthquake
in Ceylon.

C. M. U.
May Day rally

The Ceylon Mercantile Uni-
on, the Ceylon Estates - Staffs
Union and the Ceylon Plant-
ation Services Union in asso-
ciation with the Provisional
National - Committee for a
Mass Workers’ Party
celebrate May Day jointly this
year with a Rally in Colombo
at the C. M. U. Hall, on the
theme “For a Mass Workers’
Party”.

Printed a1 St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 260, Main Street,
Jaffna, and published by Kala Nilayam Ltd., 303, K.K.S. Road,
Jaffna, on 24th April 1982, Registered as a newspaper at

_ the General Post Office, Sri Lanka, under QJ | 101/82.
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o

will |

The Tamil Eslam Liberation-

Front, in association with the
following groups, General

Union of Eelam Students,
Thamil  Illaignar  Peravai

- Saturday Review

Hartal against going to Kotte |

(Liberation Front), Communist Wand East as a protest against

Party, (Revolutionary wing),‘;g.i

TULF participation in the

Tamil Congress and Tamil ¥ opening ceremony of the new
Self Rule Party, has organised parliament at Kotte, on the

a full day Hartal in the North same day.

" Hind

Conference

muddl

es

through'!

A snatlup 1n reception
arrangements led to  some
foreign delegates and observ-
ers to the World Hindu Con-

ference, including ladies, be-

ing forced to stand outside
the office of the Ministry of
Regional Development —and
Hindu Affairs, suitcases in
hand, till someone took

| charge of them.

These delegates arrived in
Céylon on the 20th morning,
the day  bsfore the Con-
ference convéned by  the
Ministry of Regional Develop-
ment and Hindu  Affairs.

Batticaloa Campus

Finding no one {o receive
and direct them, they were
forced to besiege the Minis-
try’s Office at Bambalapitiya.

Fofeigners were not  the
only victims of the Ministry’s

haphazard arrangements; the

Satarday Review learns.

The head of the Depart-

_ment of Hindu Civilisation,

University of Jaffna, Kailasa-
nitha Kurukkal, a  widely-
respected Hindu and Sanskrit
scholar, was not even con-
sidered for a place of honour
in the Conference proceed-

To Take More
Sinhala Students

The 1982-°83 academic year
which begins next Qctober will
see more Sinhalese than Tamil
students admitted to the Bat-
ticaloa Campus, where Eng-
lish is the medium of instruct-
ion. :

The Saturday Review under-
stands that the authorities in
charge of university admission

pblicy have tentatively decided
on this.

They are also, it is learnt,
considering  admitting more
Sinhalese than Tamil students
to the Swami Vipulananda
College of Fine Arts which is
due to function shoitly in
Batticaloa.

Remembering
Chelvanayakam

The Tamil Eelam Liberation
Front will hold a public
Meeting on Saturday (24-4-82)
(today) at 3-30 p. m. at the
Veerasingham Hall, Jafina, to
commemorate the death anni-
versaries of Mz, S. J. V. Chel-
vanayakam and Mr,S.Kathira-
vellupillai, the late M. P. for
Kopay. Dr.S. A. Tharmalin-
gam will preside.

May Day
pl-"OCGISSlOIl_ =
disallowed
The Jafina Police have
banned a May - Day Proces-
sion the Sri Lanka Communist
Party. (Left) planned to hold.
“The Party's May Day Pro-
cession ‘was scheduled to-start
from the University of Jaffna
Junction, Thirumelvely; and
end Up at Trimmer Hall,Jaffn2,
witse the Party Bolds its May
Day Meeting. : 4%

fags; and this is the Tonly
e - CIRE B

Department of Hindu Civilis-

ation in the whole country.

Some delggates in Jaffna
did not receive an invitation
at all, whilé an eleventh hour
invitation was sent to some
others; one of them, a Hindu
religious dignitary, was 'in-
vited over the phone! Some
research scholars, who were
billed to present papers at
the Conference, also seem to
have been completely ignored
by the invitation -committce.

The lack of proper plann-
ing and overall co-ordination
led to the morning sessions
on the opening day - be;mg
wcarly one  hour  behind
schedule. EFET U

Conference
chairman
éets
rapped

An Indian delegate to the
World Hindu = Conference
had occasion to rap Ceylon’s
Lakshmana Iyer, Chairman
of the Conference’s Imple-
mentation Committee, rather
sharply on his knuckles, on
the opening day (21 April).

Lakshmana Iyer, in the
course of his address of
thanks, rather incautiously
remarked that no  Indian
University could boast of
a Dept. of Hindu Civiliz-
a;ion whereas the  Univer-
sity of Jaffna had a full-

fledged Dept. of Hindu
Civilization. AT
The Indian  delegate

there is a Hindu University
at Benares.

Apologising for his famx
Pas, a shame-faced Laksh-
mana Iyer replied ° 7 really’
did not- think of this’." -~

... For the record: Laksh-
mana Iyer is an alumnus

of the Hindu University of
Bepares.

promptly pointed out that F

E
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