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Within twenty four hours
of the revolver shot fired at
the President of the Jaffna
Multi-purpose Co-operative
Society and the T.U.L.F.
nominated M.P. for Kopay
Mr. M. Alalasundaram,
Jaffna’s Government Agent
Mr. Devanesan Nesiah and
Food  Commissioner Mr.
Jayakanthan were outlining
to Pressmen at a specially
summoned Press Conference
in Jaffna, the various steps
that had been taken to
check frauds and abuses in
the co-operative sector in
the North.

Detections of fraud in
several units of the M.P.C.S
were already made and in-
quiries are  proceeding.
Two Presidents of M.P.C.S.
Mr. Sivagnanam in Karai-
nagar and Mr. Arunasalam
in Nallur had handed in
their  resignations  soon
after inquiries were institut=

February 26, 1983

Jaftna

Sits

= b

ed against alleged sale of
large quantities of sugar by
these two co-operatives to

private dealers. The in-
quiries were proceeding
however, and if evidence

was found that these two
Presidents were parties to
any fraud, legal action will
be taken against them, the
G.A. and Food chief said.
Pressmen were also told
that an ‘inquiry is proceed-
ing against the Manipay
M.P.C.S. for allegedly sell-

up !

ing large  quantities of
sugar to two leading private
merchants in = Manipay
town at the rate of a rupee
above the usual wholesale
price.

Meanwhile, mystery sur-
rounds the young woman
caller who was present at
Mr. Alalasundaram’s house
at the time the shot was
fired. She had evidently
gone to get a testimonial
from the M.P. and was
seated in the house while

: -y

TD.C: Chateows
barks; No Comment

While TULF leaders
A. Amirthalingam and
M. Sivasithamparam is-
sued statements condem-
ning the attack on Mr.
Alalasunderam, the Chair-
man of the District De-
velopment Council, Jaf-
fna, Mr. S. Nadarajah,
- barked-out a brusque
‘NO COMMENTS’ when
newsmen asked him about
the Alalasunderam inci-
dent. Pressed further he
said defensively ‘what is
there to say? I know no-
thing much about it”.
The Government Agent,
Mr. Nesiah, polite as us-
ual, was all caution when
pressmen asked him for
comments. He said that

he had to discuss with
the District Minister and
the Chairman of the De-
velopment Council before
he said anything.

Meanwhile a joint state-
ment issued on Wednes-
day by the District Minis-
ter U. B. Wijekoon, Dis-
trict Development Coun-
cil Chairman Nadarajah
and G. A., Nesiah dep-
lored the attack on Mr.,
K. R. Wijewardene, Offi-
cer-in-Charge, Point Pe-
dro Police- Station and
Dhanapala Weerasinghe,
Police Driver and solici~
ted the co-operation of
the people in the investi-
gations.

the testimonial was being
typed out. She had disa-
ppeared from the scene,
and it is now being wonder-
ed whether the address she
“ad given of herself was
renuine ?

Mr. Alalasundaram who

recovering at the General
Hospital, Jaffna, and is
believed to be out of
danger, may yet need
surgical attention for some
time to come, according to
hospital sources. Mr. Ala<
lasundaram was shot at on

Tuesday the 22nd afternoon
around 3.30 after a heated
altercation with three of
four youths who had come
into his house, while the
fourth - waited outside. The
argument which reportedly
took place both in‘English
and Tamil concerned the
lack of response from Mr.
Alalasundaram  to  the
specific ~ allegations = of
fraud made in a leaflet is-
sued by the ‘‘Liberation
Tigers of Thamil Eelam”
(Saturday Review: Febru-
ary 5). %

Viewpoint

Violence and Hypocrisy

It is a basic human

impulse to recoil

against
violence; to that extent, the
revolver shot aimed at the

M.P. for Kopay Mr. Alala-
sundaram was distasteful.
So were the shots that
killed Inspector Wijewarde-
ne at Point Pedro, and
those that killed Police
driver Weerasinghe. Shoot-
ing at a fellow human (or
for that matter at any of the
country’s protected species
of animals) is against the
law; to that extent, the act
was illegal. Shooting at a
cat or a dog is not illegal,
but yet it is morally repre-
hensible. Killing a goat or
a hen is also taking a life,
but yet many of us enjoy
our mutton and chicken!

In a world full of violence,
there is an abundance of
HYPOCRISY " toa " 1n: a
world full of violent killers,
there are many non-violent
traitors as well. There are
self-seekers who shudder
at violence; social parasites
who will not otherwise hurt
a fly; and men who are so
busy fattening (and prosper-

ing) on the blood and
misery of others to whom
any kind of violence any-
where is a nuisance. There
are people in dJaffna who
would gladly gun down
half their relations - over
land disputes, but they do
not have guns. Even if
they are given the guns,
they would not have the
guts. But you will find all
of them good moralizers;
good temple-goers and
church-goers.  They are
definitely on the side of
the angels. They will talk
of Mahatma Gandhi and
non-violence, but try to
talk to them of Mahatma
Gandhi and caste discrim-
ination, they will have other
urgent business to attend
to.

So it does not surprise
us that some people think
that the revolver shot aimed
at Mr. Alalasundaram is an
issue that merely involves
violence and non-violence.
That jis what is called in

the  English  language:
“drawing a red herring
across the trail”. Pardon

us, the issue is not one of
violence. The issue is one
of social conscience, one
of public fraud and filthy
lucre. The issue is one of
public morality, nay even
illegality. We do not say
that Mr. Alalasundaram is
guilty of public fraud. That
is something that has to be
proved in a court of law;
until then, he must be held
to be innocent. The youth
who shot at him had no
legal right to set himself
up as judge. But then,
many of us are already
passing judgements from
our own private Benches.
Remember also that the
youths who went to him
did not go there asking for
a favour, a job for a sister
or a transfer for a brother,
or a bar licence. They had
not even gone to him to
meet him in his capacity as
NP

it is well and good and
fine and noble to CON-
DEMN  violence. Any
nitwit can do that. You do
not need even a sense of
honesty to condemn. How

many of those noble apost- -

les of non-violence in the
south who get into a frenzy
every time a Policeman is
killed in the north—Editors
of newspapers, letter writ-
ers, men who talk of Bud-

dhist

now and say: “l did con-
demn the violence, the
brutal killings of my Tamil
brethren during the dark
days of race riots in 1956,
1958, 1977, 1981....". Please
stand up to be counted,
Sirs. No, we do not count
many. Why this selective
condemnation? Is violence
born out of race hate and
mob frenzy a superior kind
of violence to violence that
hits back at State oppres-
sion and State terrorism?
How did TULF chief Mr.
Amirthalingam come ‘to
work up such feeling at the
youths who brandished a
gun at his Kopay nominee.
“It is wrong', he has told
the Press. ‘“The day has
come when those respons-
ible for this should be
taught a lesson”.Tut, Tut.
He talks of peace and
ahimsa and the late S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam. Why this
smoke-screen? What hap-
pened to Ahimsa  when
Mayor Alfred Durayappa
was gunned down several
years ago? Where was the
condemnation when C.L.D.
Inspector Bastiampillai was
put away? Has wisdom on

non-violence come to the

TULF at a late stage in
its political life? Let us be

compassion—can frank.

raise their hands here and sudden’
theatrical postures.
Tamil people awake as Mr.
Amirthalingam says,
not awake to a new kind of
political hypocrisy.
all wish Mr. Alalasundaram
a quick recovery, but let us
not confuse the issues. It

is not violence that is at H
issue.

Let us not strike
moralistic =~ and
Let the

‘but

Let us

There had been

heroes in history, liberators
and revolutionaries, Maz-
zinis and Garibaldis, Lenins
and Trotskys to whom
violence and non-violence
were non-issues. But their
names are in history. They
are remembered with pas-
sion and pride.

We all know the story of
how once long ago the
scribes and the Pharisees
brought unto Jesus a wo-
man taken in  adultery.
Moses in the law had com-
manded that she be stoned,
And dJesus said: He that
is without sin among you,
let him first cast a stone at
her’”. No stone, no p‘ebble_
“Woman, where are those

thine accusers? Hath no
man condemned thee 2"
She said, No man, Lord.

Let us all put those stones
back and do  something
about the Jaffna M.P.C.S )
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DILKA
Cream House

Opposite Bus Stand

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Manoharan Kuhanandans
404, HOSPITAL ROAD,

JAFENA.

% ICE CREAM
(many varieties)

% COOL DRINKS

% SHORT EATS
% SWEETS

#New Era Publications Ltd }

Subscribers are
requested to inform
Circulation Manager
in the event of the
non-receipt of their
copies.

LEELA

Jewellery
Palace

Visit our
air-conditioned

showroom

No. 117—119
Sea Street
Colombo 11

Tel: 35639

Birth, — 7-3-56
Death — 31-1-83

We express our sincere
thanks to the friends and
relatives who attended the
funeral of our dear son/
brother and to those
who sent us messages
of condolence. We are
thankful, in particular,
to the Manager and Staff
of the Bank of Ceylon,
Jaffna Branch, and to the
teacher-trainees of Palaly
Training College.

Mr. & Mrs. K. Thanga-
vadivelu; Jeyanayagi, Sat-
cunan, Nirmalam, Ruthiran

2, Fourth Cross Street,
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Book Exhibition & Sale |
at the =~ = ‘ !

Jattna Town Hall
Sunday Feb. 27 — Tuesday March 1
Daily from 8-30 a. m. — 7 p. m.

Inexpensively priced. English and Tamil books on a
variety of subjects. Politics, Science, Economics,
Literature etc.

Gift Story Books for Children with illustrations in
Colour. Educational publications for adults and
University students. |

PEOPLE'S PUBLISHING HOUSE
No. 40, Sivan Kovil North Road, Jaffna.

CONSULT WORLD—RENGWNED
HINDU AJSTROLOGER

ACCURATE prediction about Marriage, Status;
Assets, Health, Children, Education etc., based on
Hindu asfrology. QUALITY SERVICE on Marriage
Alliance, Business Alliance etc.

Send accurate date of birth, time, place and sex
with U. S. §.23-00 for Five Year Reading or Marriage
Alliance Test.

U.S. §.36-00 for Comprehensive Reading.

U. S.§. 95-00 for Life Reading, period by period.

Dr. Pundit K. N. Navaratnam, A. F. A. : !
211, Navalar Road, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

ﬁ\oc\‘s y.8's
aice C‘:o wieh

Jaffna.

SPECIAL OFFER
Obituary, Wedding notices
and Classified type notices
are charged at the special

rate of Rs. 10[- per col. cm.
iR SRS

SONY.
THE ONE AND ONLY

The new JAFFNA BRANCH of the sole agents
for SONY is' at your service:i—
% Wide selection of SONY T. V. setsi—Black &
White and SONY TRINITRON COLOUR sets.
Video Cassette Recorder —SL-C6E (latest model)
Two year guarantee
Excellent after sales service by U. K. qualified
Technician
Also available — Sony Radio, Cassio Calculators,
Cookers, Fans and other electrical appliances.
Visit the Sales & Service Department in Jaffna for
your requirements.

* k%

SIEDLES CINERADIO
Jaffna Branch

363, Kasturiar Road,
Jafina. .

(near Kannathiddy Junction)

Tel: 24426

PURITY GUARANTEED

SUPERMILKWHITE
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c
<
-
>
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>
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ARTOEVE

Patronise our Super Milk White Soap.
This locally manufactured soap made
from raw materials of our country.
Proceeds of the sale utilized for
National Development.

Collect 2 wrappers and obtain Yoga Asana charts.

MILK WHITE SOAP WORKS
23233 P. O. Box 77,
Milkwhite JAFFNA.

T'phone:
T'grams:

Sweet
that relieves coughs and colds
An excellent mouth freshener

the

. (Bauddhaloka Mawatha),

Available at all good stores.

If it has something to do with money
Can We ‘lelp?

We are CONSERVATIVE in safe-guarding and

INNOVATIVE in investing your money.

For your:i—

1. INVESTMENTS WITH OPTIMUM RETURNS
AND SAFETY.

2. HIRE PURCHASE FINANCING ANDy LEASING
OF COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL
MACHINERIES AND VEHICLES.

3. FEASIBILITY STUDIES AND CASH FLOW

PROJECTIONS FOR YOUR INDUSTR
PROJECTS. o

Write for particulars or visit us:—

UNICO finance LIMITED
(an approved Finance Company by the Monetary

Board of Central Bank)

61, New Bullers Road, 207, Power House Road,

Jaffna.

Colombo 4.
Tel: 589310

e
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Saturday Review

The rising demand for a
general election is something
that the Government cannot
fob off with the offer of a
mmini general election in only
20 of the country’s 168 ele-
ctorates.

The demand is justified on

both constitutional and moral
grounds.
* At the December 22 Ref-
erendum, as much as 62 9/ of
the registered voters did not
endorse the Government’s
proposal to extend the life of
the existing Parliament for
another six years from August
1983.

The Referendum itself was
not ‘‘free and fair,”’ as claim-
&d by Government Spokesmen
among whom, | am sad to say,
was one recently appointed
dudicial Officer. There was
intimidation on a scale never
witnessed at any previous ele-
ction and, if we are to believe
opposition politicians, mass
impersonation also.

Even those who did endorse
the proposal are being cheated
now because it is not the ‘ex-
isting Parliament’ that will
function in future but one
whose membership has been
arbitrarily changed.

The selection of the 20
electorates in which by-elect-
ions are to be held has also
not been done on any defen-
sible principle. At least ||
more electorates should go
to the polls at the same time,if
the basis of selection was the
UNP’s performance at the
Presidential poll and the Refer-
endum.

Because the people of
the North and the East
voted overwhelmingly for

Political. Causerie

by

Gamini Navaratne

Govt. cannot
evade the

demand for
a General

Election!

a general election, by elec-
tions should also be order-
ed in the electorates in
these two provinces.

Also, why fall back cn the
1972 Constitution, which was
roundly condemned by the
UNP, for the purpose of hold-

Saturday Review and

the ‘mainstream media’

-

A
A number of
in the so-called ‘‘mainstream

journalists

media” appear to have got
very, very annoyed at the
criticism of their publications
by the “Saturday Review''
particularly over the handl-
ing of news emanating from
the North.

This proves several things:
that the ‘‘Saturday Review’
is being read by Colombo
journalists as well, that it
is a damn nuisance to some
of them and that many of
them, like politicians, dislike
criticism!

But we must not forget
that in society a journalist
has no more rights and pri-
vileges than any other citizen
— except the ready
access to the media.

The journalist is governed
by the same laws as any
other citizen and any infrac-
tion of these laws, especially
the laws of defamation, is
certain to be visited with
the same penalties.

This is put down for the
benefit of those persons who
after a few years in the
profession tend to lose their

heads and think that they|

are a tribe apart —
and above — the com-
mon run; that they are free
to criticise anyone but are
themselves above secrutiny.

As for the ‘Saturday
Review'’, we wekome cri-
ticism and_ are always will-
ing to pubiish it provided
the writer does not reguest
anonymity.

In doing what we have
been doing so far, we have
actually been doing semeth-
ing which should be dome by
the Press Council: that s,
insistence o the maintenance
of high professional standards,
by factual reporting without
adding communpal spice.

ing the by—elections? Is this
an acknowledgment that the
1972 Constitution also had
its merits? Anyway, this will
be the first time in the world
that any Government will be
functioning simultaneously un-
der two different Constitu-
tions! ,

If the Government persists
in the silly idea of holding
by—elections in only 20 elec-
torates, Sri Lanka would be
saddled with the farcical situ-
ation of having an elected Pre-
sident governing with a Parlia-
ment, 1/8th of whose mem-
bership is elected and 7/8 ths
not. :

This would further tarnish
the already tarnished image of
a ‘‘democratic’’ regime which

!

iIn our

postbag

' Mr. M.L.M. Aboosally,
J.P., M.P., Deputy Minister,
Mahaweli Development
writes from Lankabarana

Estate, Balangoda: Dear
Sies o your views
are sometimes cock-eyed,

gsometimes useful, but ‘in
any case interesting reading
for about 45 minutes as
it gives the northern view-
polnt .~

NOTE BY EDITOR:
We find Mr. Aboosally’s
view somewhat cocky but
in any case interesting.
The cheque sent along with
it is certainly useful—
Editor, ‘SR

the Government has been
trying to project to the out-
side world.

The sanest course for the
Government is to order a
general election in- due time.
Will it have the courage to do
so?

“OUST AMIR’ MOVE

Or has the whole exercise
been planned to bring forth a
‘“responsible and democratic
opposition’’, in the process
ousting the TULF General-
Secretary, Mr. A. Amirthalin-
gam from the office of Leader
of the Opposition?

I am asking this question
because there is a suggestion
within the .UNP that the party
sheuld not contest the by——
elections but leave it to the
other parties to fight it out. -

With the TULF parliamen-
tary strength now at 16 mem-
bers, it would then be a2 sim=
ple task to displace Mr. Amir-
thalingam,

Those UNPers who support
Mr. Amirthalingam’s ouster
argue that he has “‘abused’
his official position by carry-
ing on ‘‘propaganda against the
Government’’, particularly
when abroad.

But if this suggestion is
acted upon, it could be coun-
ter—productive  because it
could lead to the further alie-
nation of the Tamil people.
Is this what the Government
wants? (Sandesa News Agency).

JAFFNA COLLEGE

TECHNICAL INSTITUTE

VADDUKODDAI

New?!Admissions for 1983—1984

Applications for admission to Technician

\ till'31st March, 1983. Students of either sex

under 20+ age passed six subjects at G. C. E. |
O/L. including Maths, Science and {English can
apply. Courses are conducted in English medi- }

\ Courses commencing in May 1983 are accepted
um with explanations in Tamil.
R

(1)
)
' ()

4)
N (5)
.(6)

\
\
5

Three year Technician Diploma course is |
" offered in following Engineering fields:

Electronics
Electrical
Mechanical

Air Con. & Refrigeration —  Rs.
Building Construction —  Rs. 750/-

Automobile

' One year Craft courses are offered in Welding ¢
\ Technology, {Foundry Practice and Machine
shop Practice at Rs. 750/- per year.

Application forms and prospectus at RBs. 5/-
Closing date 31-3-83.

f available at Office.
Jaffna College Technical

Apply to Director,
Institute, Vaddukoddai.

Fees per year.
— Rs. 1,000/
—  Rs. 750/-
—  Rs. 750/-
750)-

—  Rs. 500/-

— DIRECTOR.
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A Presidential election,
sought by President Junius R.
Jayawardene sixteen months
before his first six year term
expired, took place in Sri
Lanka on 20 October, 1982.
This necessitated an amend-
ment to the Constitution. The
Constitution had already been
substantially amended in 1977
when Mr. layawardene came
to power, so as to convert
the previous Constitution,
which followed the West Mi-
nister model, into an executive
presidency, the president’s
term being fixed at six years.
Mr. Jayawardene nevertheless
found it expedient to amend
the Constitution again so as to
enable the President to seek
election any time after the
first four years of office. This
is a curious amendment. |If a
pFesidential power to seek
re-election before the end of
the term is thought desirable,
why should it be confined to
the last two years of the six-
year term !

The Referendum
— Surprising

Even more surprising was
the government’s  decision
immediately after this election
to seek approval by referen-
dum for yet_another: amend=
ment to the Constitution whi:
ch would enlarge the term of
the present Parliament by a
further six years. N

lt is unprecedentced in 2
parliamentary democracy for
the life of a parliament to be
extended in such a way, other
than in time of war. The ex-
planation given by the State
Minister was that the Presi-
dent had indicated that, as the
people had given ~him a man-
date to implement the policies
he initiated at the 1977 ele-
ction by re electing him for a
second term ...... he proposed
to ask the people......to ext-
end the term of office of the
first Parliament by six years.”

|t does not, of course,
{ollow that, if Parliamentary
clections were held, the ele-
ctorate would neccssarily vote
the President’s party back

e s et they

majority. which few observers
think he would be able to do
by an election and which gives
his party the power to vote
changes in the Constitution at
will.

The President then claimed
that a faction of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP) had pla-
nned to assassinate him and
set up a military government
if their candidate had won the
recent presidential election.
The President said that he
could not allow  political
hooligans’> to enter Parlia-
ment in large numbers ard
“‘wreck’’ parliamentary proce=
dures. No proceedings, h
ever, have been reported
against the supposed assassi-
nation conspirators. The Pre-
sident has also calied for the
resignation of all members of
parliament of his own party,
so that he can get rid of some
unwanted members and sub-
mit a-reconstituted list in the
referendum. This is a surpri=
sing use of a provision of the
Constitution that when an MP
resigns, his party can nomin-
ate some one to replace him
in Parliament.

These deciarations and
manoeuvre are hardly those
to be expected of the Pre-
sident of a parliamentary
democracy. .

Sri Lanka Is one of the few
countries in the third world
to enjoy the advantages of 2
free multi-party pariiamentary
democracy. In a press. state-
ment on 25 November (981
the Secretary-General of the
ICJ, commented that the re-
cent amendments and proposed
amendments savoured more
of political manoeuvring thar
of a desire to maintain the
stability of the Constitution,
and expressed the fhope that
in the coming referendum the
electors would reflect carefully
before allowing the undoubted
popularity of the President to
undermine the tradition of
constitutional rules.

When the Jayawardene go-
vernment won its sweeping
victory in 1977, it was in
part due to the campaign it
had waged in favour of greater
grotection for human rights.

members of her administra-
tion.. Commissions of this kind
are at their best unsatisfactory
and smack more of a desire
to gain political advantage
than to see justice done. If
members of a previous admi-
nistration are believed to have
violated the law, they should
be charged and tried before
the ordinary courts, with all
the protection of due process
and full defence rights, inclu=
ding a right of appeal. The
procedures under the Special
Presidential Commission of
Inquiry were criticised in iCJ
Review No. 21 of 1978 at
p-li.

The criticism concluded that
the Commission could find
persons guilty of acts of ‘‘po-
titical victimisation, misuse or
abuse of power,  corruption
or any fraudulent act in rela-
tion to any court or tribunal
or any public body or in re-
{aticn to the administration of
any faw or the.administration of
justice’’. These are general
charges, lacking the specificity
of defined crimes. In so far
as they go beyond existing
criminal law, they are retro-
active in effect.

‘In the case of Mrs. Banda-
ranaike, the findings against
her were that she ‘had pro-
longed until 1977, the State
of Emergency proclaimed in
197 1, although conditions for
such continuance had ceased

to exist; suppressed legitimate
political opposition and har-
assed political opponents, in-
terfered with police investi-
gatiens into an alleged threat
to the fife of Mr. Jayewardene

“A gross violation

of the principles of

the Rule of Law..

also in violation of

several articles of

the International

Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights to

which Sri Lanka is

now a party”

Accused persons do fot
have the advantage of know-
ing with proper precision the
charges against them. The
Commission is at once an in-
vestigating body and a tribu-
nal making findings of guilc.
its findings. which are publi-
shed in the official Gazette,
are ““final and conclusive, and
ohall not be called inte ques-
tion by any court’. In other
words there is no right of
appeal.

The sentence to be -

then leader of the opposition
and present President; caused
the eviction of a monk from
qis home and had another
political opponent “evicted.
None of these in terms
constitute a criminal offence.
Yet Parliament passed a law
with the novel punishment of
imposing civil disabilities on
faer for seven years, with the
result that she was banned
from participating in elections
or even of campaigning on
hehalf of other candidates for

tion of the principles of the
Rule of Law, and is‘also in
violation of several articles of
the International Convenant
on Civil and Political Rights,
to which Sri Lanka is now,
but was not then, a party.

The Prevention of
Terrorism Act
# The major problem with

which the government of Mr.
Jayawardene had to deal and

E which was inherited from the

previous administration was
the ethnic conflict between the
Tamil minority and the Sinha-
lese, and in particular the
terrorist attacks of the extre-
mists for Tamil Independence.
When widespread violence
broke out between the two
communities in June 1981,
the government declared an
emergency and made extensive
use of the 1979 Prevention
of Terrorism Act. In July
1981, the International Com-
mission of Jurists designated
Professor Virginia Leary to
study the human rights aspects
of the Terrorism Act and the
events related to its adoption
and application.

In her report Professor
Leary criticised certain pro-
visions of the Act on the
grounds that they were unduly
vague, created offences retro-
actively and provided for de-
tention incommunicado  con-
trary to internationally accep-
ted minimum standards.

Professor Leary recommen-
ded to the government of Sri
Lanka that ‘‘in view of the
draconian provisions of the
1979 Terrorism Act, which
violated accepted standards of
criminal procedure, the gove-
rnment should urge its parlia-
mentary majority not to re-
enact the Acts on its expi-
ration in 1982, ef to amend
it so that its provisions on
arrest, detention and evidence
conform with the international
commitments made by Sri
Lanka in rectifying the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights.”’

. Contrary to this recom-
mendation recent amendments
made to the Act have enlar-
ged its application. In March
1982, an amending Act de-

leted Section 29 of the Act

which limited its operation to
a period of three years, there

. by making the Act permanent.

Further a new section [5A
was added which states that:-

“Where any person is on
remand, the Secretary to
the Minister of Defence
may, if he is of the opinion
that it is necessary or ex-
pedient so to do, in the
interests of national secu-

would do so by the overwhel-
ming majority which the party
gsined in the 1977 elections
(143 seats out of - 168). - By
the present manceuvre, the

President is seeking without
an election to perpetuate that

Yn view of fhis, 1€ was pet-
haps unfortunate that one of
its first zcts was to set up 2
Special Presidential Commi=
ssion to inquire inte aliega-
tions of abuse of pawer by
Mrs. Bandaranaike and other

Sisdl . Hades, & chen
determined not by a ‘judicial
body in accordance with a
predetermined law, it is im-
posed by Parliament, which in .
¢this case means by the defen-
dant’s political opponents.

that pericd, under pawm (ST
fine or imprisonment, and any
cuccessful candidate for whom
she campaigned could be un-
seated.

Alf this was a gross viola=

e ax qubtic atder, make
an order, subject %o sudk
directions as may be given
by the High Court to ca-
sure a fair trial of such

(Continued on page 10)
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‘Chancellor of Jaffna
University explains

78/1, Ward Place,
Colombo-7.
I5 February 1983
~The Editor,
“Saturday Review,

Dear Sir,

In your issue of |2 Fe-
bruary 1983, at page 2

“under the heading ‘‘Agitation
‘Dropped temporarily’’, there
-are certain statements in-
volving me which needs cor-
#rection.

I did not travel to Jaffna
on Sunday specially as stated
by you in regard to the

“fast by the students. | tra-
“velled to Jaffna by the night
7train on 2 February to at-
‘tend two social functions: when
il left Colombo there was
#no request at all of my
~meeting anyone in regard to
the fast by the students.

The meeting on Sunday,
<the 6th, was an unscheduled
~one; the Vice Chancellor saw
rme just before | [left for
“Colombo and was accom-
‘panied by Mr Sri  Skanda
fRaja. who was introduced to
¢me. There was no discuss-
“ion as such: | was requested
*to meet His Excellency, the

President, and endeavour to
have the 3 youths released:
| was told they were ar-
rested for distributing leaf-
lets and the Attorney General
had expressed the opinion
that there was no case ag-
ainst them. I said | would
inquire from ‘the Attorney
General and .decide whether
I should - interview His Ex-

cellency. In the course of
the conversation the Vice
Chancellor said  that the
students may call off the

fast on the following day.
I met the Attorney Gene-
ral and the State Counsel
dealing with the case and
ascertained that the Attorney
General had not advised as
stated to me, but on the
contrary | gathered - indict-
ments against the youths are
in draft form; this being
the situation | .felt it was
unnecessary . to meet with the
President.
Yours faithfully,
Y. Manicavasagar
Chancellor.
University of Jlaffna,
Sri Lanka.

-
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“Silence is dangerous’

PRIVATE HOSPITAL
MAIN STREET
JAFENA.
16 th Feb. 1983
"The Editor,
“‘SATURDAY REVIEW,
Jaffna.
My dear Sir,

I have very anxiously follo-
“wed your paper and seen you
“working late. You have done
~superbly well. Heartiest Con-
~gratulatlons from a very sin-
~cere  Well — Wisher,—Carry
=on Sir.

You have donz your duty
-and et every one of us
“{all Ceylonese) search our
hearts (that we are morally
“bound to do by the position

we voluntarily deceitfully took
~on ourselves). Have we done
to lead, attain, achieve and
maintair what we all praise
- or some of us curse you for?
position of the
burden if shared would glidden
- all of us. But when posterity
- says that you have donz well
it would be fine impartial
“judgement.

Can we expect the same

- opinion about the [eaders—

Public—Politician and  the
.govt.? It would have 2
lot to say——the silent World
sees, knows and says a
“lot but we would not hear or
vwe bluff.

: approval

If we do anything construc-
tive or suggest or show
or. Opposition,
that would be something—
Absolute silence is danger-
ous-——it can be interpreted or
misinterpretted as approval.

Once more wish you all
success and bright future.

Dr. S. A. Tharmalingam

36, Thatchankulam,

VAVUNIYA.
12-2-1983.
The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Dear Sir,
I congratulate you and
the * Wanni Farmer ~* for
having spotlighted in detail

the plight of Wanni Farmers.

| hope that our Govern-
ment  Officials  will open
their eyes and come down

from the ivory towers and
help the farmers.

| hope that “Wanni Farm
er'* who appear to be well
versed in the plight of the
Wanni Farmers will continue
to spot light - our difficuities
and help us.

Yours truly,
M. Arulandham

____Saturday Review

“‘Neelan &

ilson-the vaudeville stars

e Station Rc;ad,

; Chavakachcheri.
The Editor :
Saturday Review
Jaffna.
Dear Sir,

| was intrigued by an inte-
resting snippet in Nagamuttu's
piece in your issue of 12 Feb
heaping praise on the glorious
past of Vannarponnai with a
reference to American Wilson
& Colombo Neelan as super —
mediators, chasing the will-o-
the wisp. .

Neelan and Wilson are the
two Vaudeville stars who have
tragically very little to show

for their efforts. Henry Kiss-
inger the Machiavellian pro-
duct of modern diplomacy
must be laughing up his slee-
ve at the frantic efforts of
the local counterparts to ape
the artform he so dramati-
cally patented.

There are three species of
creatures who when they seem
coming are going—when they
seem going they come—dip-~
lomats, women and crabs. We
are living in interesting times
and nobody knows what they
are talking—not even God in
current jocular parlance. Per-

haps they talk to each other §|
for mutual comfort and sup-
port but most of the serious
work is still done in writing
through the normal channels.* §
This reminds me of the toast
proposed at a Harvard dinner
long ago:
- "“And this is good old Boston
- The home of the bean and
the cod
Where the Lowells talk to the
Cabots
And the Cabots talk only
to God."’ ‘
- Yours faithfully
Ganesh Arumugam

R T P R D R BN
Chairman, Agricultural Development

Authority replies ‘Wanni

Farmer’

Agricultural Development

Authority,
38, D.R. Wijeyawardene
Mawatha,
PO B 1767,
Colombo. 10,
I 6th February 1983.
The Editor,
‘‘Saturday Review’’
Dear- Sir,

“"WANNI FARMER'' States
the farmers case.

| refer to.the article app-
earing in your journal of 22nd
February 1983, under the
above heading by ‘° Wanni
Farmer’’ and trust that you
will give due publicity to this
reply.

The author has stated that
“‘the authorities should come
~down from their ivory towers
and see for themselves the
sufferings of the farmers........"
and, he goes on to say that
official should make it a point
to visit the farmers and not
vice-versa.

One of the main  puposes
in setting up the Agricultural
Development Authority is to
see that officers who are app-
ointed, visit farmers at their
farms. In all these elector-
ates where the Authority is
operative,this practice, | know,
is being adhered - to.

In-the article there is refe-
rence to a statement made by
me, as Chairman of this Aut-
hority, that owners who do
not put their lands to maxi-
mum use will have to forfeit
such lands and, he refers to
such action “‘will corrupt the
bungling bureaucrats in the
provincial Kachcheries... «.."".
While | have no control over
what is taking place in the
Kachcheries, | would like to
explain the role of the Agri-
cuftural Development Autho-
rity in Vavuniya.

Vavuniya being spread-out,
the Authority divided the ele-
ctorates into two zones and
appointed two Agricultural
Managers to look after the
electorates. Vavuniya zone |
comprises 264 square miles
and Zone | | 562 square miles.
Operations commenced in

Zone || on Ist March,1982
and Zone | on Ist July, 1982.
It was only in August 1982,
that the two Managers were
made mobile, with the allo-
cation of a vehicle to each
Manager. There was a delay
in thg arrival of these vehi-
&vhich was due to reasons
beyond our control.

Since August 1982, the
Managers have been familiari-
sing themselves with their
respective zones and it could
have taken two months or so
for them to inspect every
part of the electorate. These

Agricultural Managers visit in- -

dividual farmers in their res-
pective areas and, in addition,
such areas are also visited by
the Deputy Provincial Director
who is resident in Vavuniya
and the Provincial Director
who spends approximately 10
to 15 days each month cover-
ing the electorates handled by
ithis Authority in the Northern
Province.

| myself visit each elector-
ate at least once a year and
the Vavuniya electorate was
visited by me in February,
1982, in the company of the
Member of Parliament and
again in October and in Dece-
mber, 1982, During such visits,
bearing in mind that the Agri-
cultural Managers became mo-
bile only in August, 1982, |
was satisfied with the progress
they were making. My officers
and |, always meet farmers on
their lands and, if an individual
has any urgent problem he is
free to seek the assistance of
the Agricuftural Manager of his
area, who will take appropri-
ate action or, take the matter
up with his superiors who will
in turn seek a solution at the
appropriate level.

The so-called ““Wanni Far-
mer'’ should come into the
open and give me specific ins-

tances where my officers have

failed to be of assistance to.

farmers. | wish to reassure
you and the public that the
officers of this Authority are
by no means confired to “‘ivory

see'" !

towers”’ as they do spend a
considerable part of their time
out in the field and the pur-
pose of such visits is to meet
farmers and sort-out their in-
dividual problems. There may
be some problems which can-
not be solved overnight as it
takes time to co-ordinate with
the other Departments and
Organizations concerned. be-
fore redress is afforded. If, as
stated by the author of the
article, farmers have problems
at Kachcheries, - there is re
reason  why such farmers
should not seek the assistance
of the Agriculture Manager to
sojve those problems, One of
the functions of the Agricul-
tural Manager is to assist far-
mers to resolve any problems
they have in their dealings with
other Government Depart-
ments and State Institutions.
The main point | wish
to emphasise is that, my
Officers are  ** friends of
farmers” ‘and if any of
them have failed in the exe-
cution of their duties, such .
instances should be brought
to my notice, Perhaps
* Wanni Farmer "’ himself,
if he has been a victim,
should make it a point to
at feast write to me and
submit his complaint in justi-
fication of this article he
has - written in your Journal.

It is regretted that “‘Wanni
Farmer’™® has not submitted
factual information in his
critical article and the impre-
ssion | have is that he has not
obtained his facts at grass root
level. Constructive criticism
is always welcome but, in this
instance 1 can 'only say that
“‘there are none so blind as
those who do not wish to
The *“Wanni Farmer”’
and other simitiar critics should
have a hard look at the overall
results in the foodcrop sector |
during the period 9779872

Yours faithfuily,

AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOP-
MENT AUTHORITY,
R. WIJERATNE
CHAIRMAN.
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The Maviddapuram Temple High Priest, Maharajasri S. T. Sanmuganatha
Kurukkal (right) hands over a cheque for Rs. 5, 000/ to the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Jaffna, Prof. S. Vithiananthan, and inaugurates a Fund for Cintanai—
a research periodical published by the Arts Faculty of the University of Jaffna. The High
Priest has promised a further donation of Rs. 5, 000/- to the Fund.

LETTER

49, Rajaveethy,
Nallur, laffna.

21-2-83
The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Sir,

I was invited by a friend
of mine who is a member
of the Astronomical Associ-
-ation of laffna to be an
observer to the monthly meet-
ing of that Association which
was held on 20-2-83 at No.
167 Kasturiar Veethy, laffna
on the 2nd floor.

The night sky view for
this month was explained by
Mr. N. Kandasamy lyer an
Astronomer. He explained the
different positions of planets
and their conjunctions etc.

Later he explained with the|

Thiruganitha Ephemer as to
how the longitudes of- the
planets are measured and
calculated.

Later, a demonstration was
held at the 3rd floor with
the aid of a borrowed te-
lescope in viewing the Even-
ing Star Venus and planet
Mars which was close to it
at that time.

Thepresident of the association
Mr. W, S. Senthilnathan an

PGP L B A I D

VACANCY - STOCK CLERK

A vacancy exists for a Stock Clerk at Kilinochchi
Branch of an Organization which has its Head office in

¥

|

|

|
|

At least three years Clerical experie-
nce in an established firm preferably
relating to maintaining stock cards.

Minimum S. S. C. with credit passes
in Mathematics and English. A know-
_ ledge of accounts and English Typing
will be treated as additional

Colombo. -
Experience:
Qualification:

fications.
Ciosing date: 4th March,

Apply Box No. 101, cfo. Saturday Review

118, 4th Cross St. Jaffna.

Astronomy in Jaffna :
A plea for encouragement

Attorney-at-Law explained as
to why the planet Venus
and Mercury are alwevs seen
as a crescent moon bt .ot
the other planets.

| come to understand that
this association has been in
existence only for the last
3 years and they do not have
a home of their own and no
instruments of their own, for
lack of funds. Only a handful
of members were present on
that occasion. Now that Astro-
nomy had been introduged in
the 6 th standard as a subject
to students the services of
this association for students
of all schools and university

will be of immense value.

There are so many philan-
thropists in Tamil Eelam who
could voluntarily contribute
to this association to enable
them to have a home of their
own and own a good telescope.
| hope this letter would catch
the eyes of the Jaffna Munici-
pality who would be able to
have an astronomical section
in their new library building
and have their own instru-
ments and periodical for this
subject and get the services
of this association.

Yours truly,
V. Sinnathurai

Rural Labourers Union
rally in Jaffna

Hundreds of young men
and women from the villages
gathered at the Trimmer Hall,
Jaffna on Saturday the |9th
February, for the first Con-
gress of the Rural Labourers
Union. Many representatives
of Peasant Unions in the
South participated in the full
day seminar, notable among
whom was Rev. Yohan Deva-

)
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quali-

1983.

nanda from the Devasarama
Aramaya at |bbagamuwa.
An art exhibition too was
held in which paintings de-
picting the gradual erosion
of the rights of the local
peasants bp the colonial po-
wers. as well their predica-
ment under the local elite
were sympathetically shown.
The Rural Labourers Union
which was inaugurated on
18th February 1981 with
the intention of safeguard-
ing the socio—economic, poli-
tical and cultural rights of
the peasants of the North,
has grown into a powerful
body within these past two
years. The Union holds firm
views regarding some sensi-
tive issues in the island’s
politics. Endorsing the Tight
of self-determination of the
Tamils, the Union also calls
for a more sympathetic at-

titude towards the Estate
Workers of recent Indian
origin who  are living in tra-
ditional  Tamil Territories,
and also condemns casteism
in the North.

February 26,

ThelC
report

1983

(Continued from page 4)

person, that such person
be kept in the custody of
any authority, in such place
and subject to such condi-
tions as may be determined
by him having regard to
such interest......and the
provisions of the prisons
ordinance shall cease to
apply in relation to the
custody of such person’.
The new section empowers
the executive to tranfer a
remanded prisoner from the
prison where he is held to
some other place of detention.
The reasons for and the use
being made of this new Sect-
ion are not known, but in
principle it appears object-
ionable.

Violence against

detainees

Experience in many coun-
tries shows that when persons
are removed from the custody
of trained prison officers, and
handed over to militaty cus-
tody, abuses are liable to re-
sult. The experience includes
Sri Lanka, as was shown when
the Court of Appeal, dealing
with habeas corpus petitions,
found that violence had been
used against detainees in an
army camp.

Labour unrest

& emergeney

The other major problem
the government has had to
contend with is labour un-
rest. On 16 July 1980, an
emergency was declared to
deal with a general strike
which was called by the Joint
Trade Unions Committee. In
spite. of the emergency dec-
laration, large numbers of
workers went on strike. The
government retaliated by dis-
missing all public service em-
ployees on strike and free-
zing the bank accounts of
the  trade  unions. The em-
ergency was, however, lifted
on I5 August [980.

The strike and its after-
math illustrate the inadequacy
of the existing machinery to
deal with the grievances of
public  service employees.
Section 49 of the Industrial
Disputes - Act, which deals
with trade union rights, in-
cluding the right to strike,
states that the Act shall not
apply to the government in
its capacity as employer or
to a worker in the employ-
ment of the government. In
addition, the Essential Public
Service Act, enactedin 1979,
imposes a total ban on strikes
by “public service employees.
A minimum sentence of two

|

years and . a finej of up tc-
5,000 rupees is} stipulated
for contravention of the Act.
Further, this Act enables the:
President to declare any ser--
vices rendered by any govern-
ment departments, public cor-
porations and local authori-
ties as essential services,
thereby bringing the workers
of these enterprises under-
the jurisdiction of the Act.
It is generally recognised
that some public service em-
ployees, but by no means
all, are in a special category
and that it is necessary and
legitimate to deprive them:
of the right to strike. But
where there is a ban on
strikes there should be statu--
tory machinery to settle dis-
putes. ILO Convention 15§
of 1978, recognises this and
suggests that impartial machi---
nery such as mediation, con-
ciliation. or arbitration should:
be provided by governments:
to deal with the grievances
of public services employees.
Sri Lanka is not a party tc
this Convention. Perhaps its:
application in Sri Lanka would:
help to meet the grievances.
of the public service em--
ployees.
Report to the Human
Rights Committee-
The Government of Sri.
Lanka’s ratification of the-
Covenant on Civil and Poli- -
tical Rights on || June 1980
is to be warnmly welcomed.
Its first report to the Hu-
man Rights Committee is due,

in which it is asked to re--
port on the measures it
has adopted to give effect-

to the rights recognised in.
the Covenant and on the-
progress made in the enjoy--
ment of these rights. This.
provides an opportunity for
the government to review-
the consistency of its laws.
with the provisions of the-
Covenant, and it is to be-
hoped that the President will
use his fresh mandate from.
the people to initiate this:
process. 5 '

Palmyrah Workshop

*‘The duty of the FAO is tc.
improve the standards of those-
people who depend on the
income of local products for-
their living. Hence we wills
follow with interest and give.
all help possible to this Con-
ference which deals with the-
life of those who depend on.
Palmyrah products’’, said Mr,
Ozorai, the FAO Represent:
ative in Sri Lanka at the in--
augural sessions of the Work- -
shop on Palmyrah on Monday -

ithe 21Ist at Veerasingham,
[H 1, Jaffna.
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Nagamuttu

*  When the writer was 2
child in Jaffna he had heard
the story about Murikandy
which every other child would
have heard. Travellers must
make obeisance to the Muri-
kandy Pillayar, 2 way—side
shrine by the road (near the
1512 mile post Kandy—lJaffna
Road). Otherwise the vehicle
in which they travel would
meet with an accident as
happened to a European who
failed to stop in spite of the
appeals of the driver—2a local
person. The car overturned
and the European was killed
but the local person escaped!

The history of
the shrine

This shrine under a spread-
ing tree is Theru Murukandy.
The original or old Murikandy
which is about 8 miles south
west is in the interior. lts
muri (breached) kandy(swamp)
has been built and is now a
working tank. The Theru Mu-
rikandy which shall be refer-
red to as Murikandy in this
article has its origin to a PWD
Overseer. This Overseer from
Point Pedro worked with the
British Engineers when they
opened the Kandy—Jaffna Road
to link up with the then exis-
ting Jaffna—Mullaitivu road way
at Yakkachchi — the sharp
bend there reminds of the
link. The overeer’s labourers
toiled hard with the water-
cart from the needed water
from old Murikandy. It was
during those difficult days that
the Overseer dreamt of sin-
king a well near the 151 mile
post. Tradition has it that he
received divine directions to
attend to the obsequies of a
mendicant lying dead in the
jungle at old Murikandy. This
done, the overseer and his
raen blasted further the well at
1512 mp (which they attemp-
ted earlier without success)
and to their delight water
gushed out. The Murikandy
temple commemorates the
event.’S. Arumugam gives a
fine description of old and new

* Murikandy in his book. ‘*An-

cient Hindu Temple of Sri
Lanka”’.

Restoration

of a tank

The writer while serving
as G. A. Vavuniya had the
assistance of S. Arumugam
S. E. (PWD) to contribute
something to build up the
place which in the late forties
had a couple of houses and a
couple of shops. Rasiah bro-
adened the road for some
distance to the north and
south of the temple. Arumu-
gam located a small abondoned
tank on Ist January 1950.
The writer was able to fund

the restoration of the tank
and select a dozen people to
cultivate the fands under the
tank. »

Now with the heavy road
transport between Colombo
and Jaffna, Murikandy has as-
sumed a new dimension. Seve-
ral hundred’vehicles pass this
place every day and all the
passengers alight and pay
their respccts to Pillayer.

Lead given
by K. G.

Though many shops have spru-
ng up, the facilities for pass-
engers are disappointing. K.G.
Coach Service realising the
the importance of the place
has put up a transit building
for passengers who use their
service. This organization has
to be congratulated for this
pioneer work. It is hoped
others would follow.

The Mullaitivu DDC passed
some pious resolutions last
year to do something for this
shrine and the village. Appar-
ently nothing tangible has
been done so far. It would do
well for the DDC to consider
the religious aspect as well
as the development aspect in
their plans/programmes. Their
are plenty of new settlers
around. They are poor and
they have little or no
irrigation *facilities for their
land. It is therefore advanta-
geous to have a scheme for the
well-to-do. The latter will
bring the capital and technical
know-how and labour is readily
available.

Mambalam

in Madras

In this connection it would
be useful to mention what
Rajaji remarked in the thirties
when people were developing
Mambalam (in Madras). The
rich people wanted to have
Mambalam for their use exclu-
sively. Rajaji said that both
the haves and have - nots
should live together and Mam-
balam now has both the gro-
ups. One can now see 'in
Madras how these two groups
fulfil each other's needs.
The well-to-do need not go
far for domestic help. The
have-nots need not go far to
seek employment. Murikandy
can be our Mambalam where all
groups from our society can
get together and have "a new
township—a township where
Vanni gradually fades and the
Jaffna type of life starts gent-
ly and silently—a spot from
which you look south to re-
member the glory of Pandara
Vanniyan and you look north
to remember the valiant San-
giliyan. This place can be made
use of as a focal point for the
people of the Northern Pro-
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Beveloping
Murikandy

3 -
vince.

How shall we develop Mu-
rikandy? Let the first priority
be the temple as the place
owes its origin to the temple,
t understand the Ministry for
Regional Development]is look-
ing into this aspect. Let us all
wish the Ministry well and
hope work starts without de-
lay. In the management of the
temple we must eliminate
*‘one man’’ show. We will be
moving with the times if a
panchayat can be appointed in
place of one person or family
to take charge of the temple.

DDC Muliaitivu should have
a proper plan for land deve-
lopment. If any old abandoned
tank or tanks could be located
paddy cultivation would be
most welcome. Tube wells
can be constructed for high
land cultivation —perhaps hor-
ticulture could be considered.
One does find aherd of cattle
already at Murikandy and
therefore livestock develop-
ment is another possiblity—
there is need for milk at a
holy place and for humans.

If a school is opened, | un-
derstand several hundred chil-
dren would attend. Being a
village with prominence to
Pillayar a Hindu school would
be good start. The DDC
Mullaitivu will no doubt give
the needed land. Teachers in
residence would mean 2 lot

as a

township

to the people.

Being a temple area a de-
cent vegetarian restaurant or
hotel like Greenlands would be
most welcome for the place.
We have many with experi-
ence in this field and we can
expect some to start one or
more in due course. Regarding
shops, the majority of present
shop keepers with one foct
in Jaffna and the other foot
in Murikandy will not do. To
make the place a real residen-
tial village the shop keepers
should  permanently reside
with their families. When a

school is started the children
can. school localiy.

Wurikandy is very well
Io¥ated to become a good
marketing centre for agricul-
tural produce. There are many

schemes within 20 to 25 miles
of the place. The Iranamadu
Scheme, the largest, has its
marketing centre at Kilino-
chchi. One cannot fail to notice
that Kilinochchi is already
overworked. It is an all night
market-rather a unique one.
Murikandy can relieve the
pressure on Kilinochchi for
goods that are transported
south by road. In addition it
should sérve independently the
hinterland closer home.

Let us all put our best foot
forward and lay the foundation
for development of the Nor-
thern Province particularly the
non-peninsular  region. The
pressure on land in the penin-
sula has be relieved. In these
efforts Murikandy , will find
a central place.
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The et ‘ ‘ t “reviewed

The present policy relat-
ing to University admission
has generated much ill - will
and affected the quality of
life of the people of this
Country such that it has to
be reviewed.

To begin with—after the
Medical College was founded
in 1870 and the University
College in 1921, Matriculates
who applied for admission
to these Institutions were all
egranted admission. The Uni-
versity of Ceylon was fou-
nded in 1942 by the am-
algamation of the Ceylon
Medical College and the Uni-
versity College by Ordinance
No: 20 of 1942.

It was after the Univer-
sity of Ceylon was founded
in 1942 that the All Ceylon
Union of Teachers mooted
the idea of conducting an
examination to select stu-
dents to the University. The
Higher School Certificate of
Education Examination was
conducted to help in the
selection of the students to
the University & this exami-
nation was also called the
Unwversity Entrance . Exami-
nation. :

Declaration of
Rights

Human

Admission to the Univer-
sity of Ceylon was based
on merit in accordance with
Article No: 26 of the Uni-
versal declaration of human
rights.According to the original
ordinance relating to the
University of Ceylon, equal
access to the University based
on merit was assured for
student and teachers—except
for the post of Wardens to
Halls of Residence where
Race or Religion could be
considered. In fact in 1960
the University adopted a
convention ‘that it should
not discriminate against even
non-nationals where education
was concerned.

Langnage — wise

standardisation

This state of affairs con-
tinued until 1970 when the
Srimayo government intro-
duced a system of standar-
disation. Standardisation is an
accepted practice “in educat-
icn where the marks -are
standerdised  subjects wise.
The pernicious and discrimin-
atory practice adopted was
one where the marks were
stardardised language wise.
This certainly created much
agitation as those who be-
longed to one race suffered
most. This unsatisfactory and
tragic system prevailed till
1977 when the new govern-
ment under the leadership

~cial basis.

of Mr. J. R. Jeyawardene

decided to change the basis’

for University admission. in-
cidentally this was the Chief
factor that made many Tamils
vote for the U.N.P in the
elections held in 1977.
The U.N.P. Government,
however, contrary to our
expectations adopted a new
basis which has proved to
be equally distressing. Accord-
ing to the present policy of
the Government, 309/ are
to be admitted on merit,
559 on the district basis
and 159, allocated to under-
privileged areas. This policy

Text of a talk at the Seminar on University Ad-
missions held under the sponsorship of the northern
branch of the Centre for Scholars at St. John's C 0/-
[ege hall, Jaf fna on Februarp 12.

ation, hobbies, social ser-
vice activities, family res-
ponsibilities etc. Since only

309, are admitted on merit
it affects the quality of
life of our students and
tends to produce unbalanced
personalities.

The high competition gene-
rated by the present system
has led the students and
Parents to a state of disarray.

- attend private

tutories in
other districts. 1t is equally
true that students from ur-
ban areas like Colombo and
Jaffna get admitted to Schools
in so called under-privileged
areas for purposes relating
to University admission. This
not only causes indiscipline
but leads to a great deal
of heart burn, as these stud-
ents gain an unfair advan-

Medical Faculty as he is
considered to be from Anu-
radhapura District. This is
because he has spent only
2yrs & 5 mts out of the
five years in Colombo —where-

as the student from Colom-

bo cannot gain admission . to
the Medical Faculty even if

he gets 259 as- the cut-
off point for Colombo is
260. Does this not Ilead

to heartburn & a feelling of
injustice 2 This happens in
various districts in this coun-
try.

The present system leads

or basis for admission is - Parents are urging their child- tage. : to the admission of pupils
detrimental to the whole cou- ren to seek help from Scholars from certain areas, with a very wide range
ntry. various sources. The large particularly under-privileged
| | :
r
. by C. E. Anandarajan
E Principal. St. John’s College, Jaffna
: .
As only thirty percent are number of tutories in all areas, who gain admission to
selected on merit it denies parts of the Country——parti- prestigeous Institutions in I?afngseco:fs s:r w:r;zrks.as ;I';;

a large percentage of deserv-
ing students. This is not
only unjust but a foss to
the Country.

The students who are most
affected by this system are
those from the North. The
cut - off point for admission
in the district basis — (the
basis by which the (argest
number of students are ad-
mitted to the Universities)
is highest for those from
the North—year after year-
not only for Science based
courses but for other courses
as well. For example the
cut - off points for admi-
ssion to the Medical Fa-
culty of the laffna Campus
in 1982 based on the per-
formance at the Advanced
Level Examination heid in
1981 are laffna 262; Colombo
260; Batticaloa 234; Anura-
dhapura2 | 5; Trincomalee 2 { 4;
Vavuniya 21l; Mannar 210;
Amparai 203; Badufla 189;
Nuwara Eliya [72; for the
Commerce course the cut-
off points are lJaffna 234;
Kandy 227; Anuradhapura
221; Mannar 219; Mullaitivu
215; Badulla 2[4; Amparai
214; Batticaloa 206; Trin-
comalee 202; Nuwarz-Eliya
& Vavuniya 20¢.

When the largest aumber
of students are admitted te
the University on the district
basis it tantamouats to ad-
mission to University on ra-
This fhas created
racial prejudice and Rampered
National harmony,

The life  style of - our
students has been adversely
affected by the preseat sys-
tem. Students must iead
a balanced life with due time
devoted to studies, recre-

cularly in lJaffna is an out-
come of the present system.
There are instances where a
student goes for tuition in
one subject to more than
one private tutory.
Competition between tuto-
ries hasreached’ a peak [evet
in. this Country so much so
that in certain districts private
tuteries have been responsi-
ble for getting question
papers by unfair means be-

fore the examination. This
has led to injustice as the
Government has not taken

any remedial measures to
investigate and get at the
culprit or to hold a re-test
in these districts.

‘Students from under pri-

vileged areas  migrate to
certain districts for purposes
of study. The names of

these students remain in the
registers of Schools in under-
they

privileged areas but

i

‘students  in

Jaffnra and  Colombo are
affected by the present sys-
tem. Since the cut-off point
for admission is higher for
areas like Jaffna and Colombo
these students get rejected
though they get higher aggre-
gates than those who remain

in their own areas.

The five year rule favours
certain areas,
for according to the present

system the district where
the studenrt was  schoodle
during the greater part of

the five year period is taken

as the district to which
the pupil belongs to. For
example a student from Anu-

cadhapura goes to a School
in Colembo in March 1979
after passing the O/L exam.
in Dec. 1978. He takes
the Advanced Level Exami-
wation in August 1981 and

ebtains ar aggregate of 215

& gains admission to the

marks to 350 marks and
this hampers the progress
of the batch as a whole.
There are drop-outs and
not all who enter the Uni-
versity complete the course.
Again the results in the various

- faculties-including Engineering

& Medicine are far from
satisfactory  with . a high
percentage of failures. This

is a National loss,

Taking all these into consi-
deration the  Government
must review the present

basis for admission and adopt
a more equitable

which would not only

system
afford
equal opportunities to a large
majority of our students
but also improve the qua-
lity of life of our students

and people.

fCSR S| n the Referndum

The Centre for Society
‘and Religion is now in the
‘process of conducting a 7
' day session seminar on
'“The Referendum and Repre-
. sentative Democracy’’ at its
| headquarters at Deans Road,
Colombo 10.

The series began on Mon-
'day, 2Ist February with
Mr. V.L. Wirasinha speak-
ling en “‘Constitutional Am-
lendments and the Referen-
dum'’; Mr. Dayan Jayatil-
Ileke on ‘“‘The Referendum
frem a Global Perspective'’;
and Fr. Tissa Bailasuriya,
O.M.l., on ‘‘Issues of Public
| Macality concerning the Refe-

rendum '.
The second and third sess-
fons were held on Thursday,

24ch February and Friday,
25th February.
The fourth session will

take place on Monday, 28th
February with Mr. Pieter
Keuneman and Mr. M.
Sivasithamparam, M. P,
speaking on the political im-
pact and implications of the
Referendum.

Mr. Felix Dias Bandar-
anaike will analyse the legal
implications of the Referen-
dum on Thursday, March 3rd.

At the sixth sessions on
Friday, March 4th, Mr. Ku-

mar Ponnambalam will
speak on the ‘‘Referendum
and the Tamils’’, and Mr.
Reggie Siriwardene on the
‘“‘Referendum, Human Rights
and the Mass Media.”

The seventh and the final
sessions will take place on
Monday, 7th March. Repre-
sentatives of .several politi-
cal parties are expected to

participate. The theme will
be ‘‘The Referendum and
Representative  Democracy”.
The sessions which are

open to the public will be-
gin each day at 5.15 p.m.,
at 281 Dean Road, Colomba
10.
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“‘The provisions of the Ter-

‘gorism Act do not speak of

= rthe treatment under which 2
person can be kept in custody.
"The terms are terms which

! had been set out in the deten=
‘tion order and it may have
been in fact imposed at the

time of Custody by the
« gustodians. The court is not
~prevented by the pro-

visions of the Terrorism Act
to look at the terms of the
custody to determine whether
-these terms affect the volun-
~tariness of the statement or
«not’’.  This submission ‘was
made by Defence Counsel,Mr.
“N. Satyendra, at the” voire
-dire’’ proceedings of theNeer-
vely Bank Cash Robbery case,
-to determine the question of
~the admissibility of the. state-
-ments made by the accused.
Mr. Satyendra said: ‘‘For
instance the detention order
may specify that a particular
~suspect should be put up every
morning at 3 o' clock because
-security demands that he
- should participate in a drill;
but if in fact that parricular
~suspect should - lose sleep
~during that period, that is a
-relevant circumstance Your
Honour will take into account
in determining the question
" whether the statements were
-made voluntarily or not.

Z Detention

incommunicado

‘““Again a detention order
~may permit visitors to see
che suspects. Another deten-
tion order may permit law-
“yers to see the suspects. But
=myjsubmission to your Honour
«in this case is that this parti-
~zular detention was a deten-
tion which was incommunicado.
And it is my submission that
~the interrogation of each of
¢hese accused was an instance
-of incommunicado interroga-
tion of a person in a police
zand army dominated atmos-
phere and that such interro-
~gation raises a presumption
that the statements made in
~zonsequence of such an inter-
srogation were not voluntary.
..And once such a presumption
“is raised | submit that the
“burden lies on the prosecution
~zo rebut that presumption by
=satisfactory evidence in this
“Court. |P no evidence is led,
=the Prosecution mus: fail
“because the presumption must
wprevail.
“‘In the case of custodial
sinterrogation, and | will sup-
zport this authority time and
time again, once the factor of
<custodial interrogation is esta-
blished and the presumption
iis raised the burden shifts to
the Prosecution to show that
- adequate measures were set
“in motion to rebut that pre-
=sumptiocn. The prosecution
=cannot say. ‘‘Yes it is true |
~arrested you without telling
why you were arrested.’”’ The
Prosecution cannot say, ‘‘Yes
“1 took you into custody but |
~did not tell you why and | did
not serve you with a deten-
:zion order.”’ The Prosecution
<cannot say, *‘Yes | kept you
¢ ‘ncommunicado and | did not

i
w

)

saturday Review @ 9
‘Voire dire’ procecedings-on ‘he s
admissibility of evidence |
l o
eervely case:

Defence

ubmissions

allow you to see any visitors
but | questioned you''. The
prosecution cannot say that |
did not give you any newspa-
pers and | did not let you
know what is going on in the
outside world. And the Prose-
cution cannot say all this and
then say that you the accused
shall prove that the state-
ment is not voluntary. Beca-
use, Sir, the Accused very
humbly and very respectfully
can turn around and say that
you the Prosecution agrees
that you did all this and the
presumption is raised with-
out my having said anything
more that whatever |said was
not voluntary and it is you
the Prosecution who must re-
but that presumption..."”

No evidence

was led...

Earlier, Mr. Satyendra said;-

It is common ground that
each of these accused from
the time of their arrest was
in the custody of the police
and/or the Army. It is common
ground that during the period
in custody they were surro-
unded by heavy Army guards.
It is common ground that they
were kept in the special
Army camps such as Panagoda,
Elephant Pass and Palaly. ltis
also common ground that none
of the accused was permitted
any visitors. Further it was
the evidence of each of these
Accused that they were not
permitted to see any attorney
-at-law and there has been no
cross-examination on that ma-
tter and no grounds for argu-
ment at all. |t is also common
ground that none of these sus-
pects was able to communi-
cate with the outside world
during the period of custody.
The evidence of each of these
accused to that effect was not
even touched upon. in the
cross - examination of these
accused. What is more, not
a scrap of evidence was led by
Prosecution to counter that
evidence of the accused.

‘It is common ground that
none of the accused was supp-
lied with any newspapers and
the evidence of the accused
that they were not given any
reading material was not cha-
llenged in any way in cross-

examination. Moreover on
that matter again no evidence
was led on behalf of the Pro-
secution to counter that evi-
dence of the accused. It was
the evidence of each of these
accused that they were not
given any writing paper or
material during that period
when they were under arrest.
It was further the evidence of
each of these accused that they
were not served with any de-
tention orders. Not one ques-
tion was asked of any of these
accused in cross-examination
on this subject whether deten-
tion orders were served or
not. Further not a scrap of
evidence was led on behalf of
the Prosecution to show that
such detention orders were
served on any one of these
accused. It was the evidence
of each one of these accused
that at the time of the arrest
they were not told why they
were arrested. Again no cross-
examination was directed to
the question whether they
were told or not the reasons
why they were arrested.

Presumption has
been ralsed

“‘And what is more on that
question of whether the accu-
sed were told' the reasons not
a scrap of evidence has been
led on behalf of rhe Prosecu-
tion in this case. what then
is the emerging picture on this
basis of what is common gro-
und 2 A man is taken
custody by the Police or the
Army. He is not told why he
is arrested. He is taken to a
special camp and kept in cus=
tody under heavy armed guard.
He is not served with any de-
tention order or
document in respect of the
detention. He is not permi-
tted to receive any visitors.
He is not permitted to con-
sult his lawyers. He
permitted to communicate by
correspondente. He is not
given newspapers and he does
not know what is happening
in the outside world. He does
not know how long heis going
to continue there. And in that
atmosphere, in that picture,
in the emergent picture that
man is questioned by Police.

“It is the case for the de-

feature of the

into’

any legal

is not °

fence and it is my submission
that quite apart.from the tes-
timony in this case, quite
apart from -it, the circum-
stances which have been esta-
blished beyond doubt must
have the result that this Court
will say that a presumption
has been raised, and | do not
go further at this stage; a
presumption has been raised
that a statement made by a
man in these circumstances
cannot e said to be voluntary.
It w_.ay submission, Sir, that
the circumstances of the cus-
tody by itself raises a pre-
sumption, raises a presump-
tion that the results of custo-
dial interrogation must necess-
arily be involuntary.”’

It is perhaps another curious
voire dire
inquiry that the Prosecution
did not lead any evidence at
all about circumstances of the
detention ‘at the Panagoda
camp. The only evidence that
was led was the evidence of
these accused and such evi-

cross-examination by the Pro-
secution on this aspect of the
matter.

The evidence of these accu=

sed were that they were kept
in a bare room in a raised
cement bed. It was the evi-

_ dence of each of these accused

that from about the 9th of
April or so they had the bene-
fit of four strong flood lights.
ft is a situation that did not
need any contra evidence on
that matter. The question is
not whether the bare room
was security measure. The
question is whether those
were the conditions in which
these accused were kept at
Panagoda. That is all. And in
my submission on that matter
they will agree all on one way.
Sir, if one ponders at this
stage of the examination on
the testimony and asks one’s
self the question: Were ans-
wers given by any of these
accused under these circum-
stances voluntary or not, and
if there was no other evidence
in the case, | submit that the
Court could
conclusion and ene conclusion
only and that is the state-
ments were not voluntary.”

(Further 3% submissions
by Defence Counsel and
by Deputy Solieizor Ge-
neral My. Sunil de Silva
next week)

| JAFFNA COLLEGE
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The Maviddapuram Temple High Priest, Maharajasri S. T. Sanmuganatha
Kurukkal (right) hands over a cheque for Rs. 5, 000/~ to the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Jaffna, Prof. S. Vithiananthan, and inaugurates a Fund for Cintanai—

a research periodical published by the Arts Faculty of the University of Jaffna. The High
Priest has promised a further donation of Rs. 5, 000/ to the Fund.
 —
®
Astronomy in Jaffna :

A plea for encouragement

49, Rajaveethy,
Nallur, laffna.

21-2-83
The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Sir,

1 was invited by a friend
of mine who is a member
of the Astronomical Associ-
ation of laffna to be an
observer to the monthly meet-
ing of that Association which
was held on 20-2-83 at No.
167 Kasturiar Veethy, laffna
on the 2nd floor.

The night sky view for
this month was explained by
Mr. N. Kandasamy lyer an
Astronomer. He explained the
different positions of planets
and their conjunctions etc.
Later he explained with the
Thiruganitha Ephemer as to
how the longitudes of the
planets are measured and
calculated.

Later, a demonstration was

held at the 3rd floor with,

the aid of a borrowed te-
lescope in viewing the Even-
ing Star Venus and planet
Mars which was close to it
at that time.

Thepresident of the association
Mr. W. S. Senthilnathan an

Attorney-at-Law explained as
to why the planet Venus
and Mercury are alwavs seen
as a crescent moon b. .ot
the other planets.

| come to understand that
this association has been in
existence only for the last
3 years and they do not have
a home of their own and no
instruments of their own, for
lack of funds. Only a handful
of members were present on
that occasion. Now that Astro-
nomy had been introduced in
the 6 th standard as a subject
to students the services of
this association for students
of all schools and university

will be of immense value.

There are so many philan-
thropists in Tamil Eelam who
could voluntarily contribute
to this association to enable
them to have a home of their
own and own a good telescope.
| hope this letter would catch
the eyes of the Jaffna Munici-
pality who would be able to
have an astronomical section
in their new library building
and have their own instru-
ments and periodical for this
subject and, get the services
of this association.

Yours truly,
V. Sinnathurai

Rural Labourers Union
rally in Jaffna

Hundreds of young men
and women from the villages
gathered at the Trimmer Hall,
Jaffna on Saturday the [9¢th
February, for the first Con-

gress of the Rural Labourers

Union. Many representatives
of Peasant Unions in the
South participated in the full
day seminar, notable among
whom was Rev. Yohan Deva-
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A vacancy exists for a Stock Clerk at Kilinochchi

Branch of an Organization which has its Head office in

Colombo.

Experience:

Qualification:

fications.

Closing date:

TR TP

At least three years Clerical experie-
nce in an established firm preferably
relating to maintaining stock cards.

Minimum S. S. C. with credit passes
in Mathematics and English. A know-
ledge of accounts and English Typing
will be treated as additional

4th March,

Apply Box No. 101, cfo. Saturday Review
118, 4th Cross St. Jaffna.
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nanda from the Devasarama
Aramaya at |bbagamuwa.
An art exhibition too was
held in which paintings de-
picting the gradual erosion
of the rights of the local
peasants bp the colonial po-
wers. as well their predica-
ment under the local elite
were sympathetically shown.
The Rural Labourers Union
which was inaugurated on
I8th February 1981 with
the intention of safeguard-
ing the socio—economic, poli-
tical and cultural rights of
the peasants of the North,
has grown into a powerful
body within these past two
years. The Union holds firm
views regarding some sensi-
tive issues in the island’s
politics. Endorsing the right
of self-determination of the
Tamils, the Union also calls
for a more sympathetic at-

titude towards the Estate
Workers of recent Indian
origin who. are living in tra-
ditional  Tamil Territories,
and also condemns casteism
in the North.

February 26, 1983
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(Continued from page 4)

person, that such person
be kept in the custody of
any authority, in such place
and subject to such condi-
tions as may be determined
by him having regard to
such interest......and the
provisions of the prisons
ordinance shall cease to
apply in relation to the
custody of such person’.
The new section empowers
the executive to tranfer a
remanded prisoner from the
prison where he is held to
some other place of detention.
The reasons for and the use
being made of this new Sect-
ion are not known, but in
principle it appears object-
ionable.

Violence against

detainees

Experience in many coun-
tries shows that when persons
are removed from the custody
of trained prison officers, and
handed over to militaty cus-
tody, abuses are liable to re=-
sult. The experience includes
Sri Lanka, as was shown when
the Court of Appeal, dealing
with habeas corpus petitions,
found that violence had been
used against detainees in an
army camp.

Labour unrest

& emergeney

The other major problem
the government has had to
contend with is [labour un-
rest. On 16 July 1980, an
emergency was declared to
deal with a general strike
which was called by the Joint
Trade. Unicns Committee. In
spite. of the. emergency dec-
laration, large numbers of
workers went on strike. The
government retaliated by dis-
missing all public service em-
ployees on strike and free-
zing the bank accounts of
the . trade . unions. The em-
ergency was, however, lifted
on |5 August 1980.

The strike and  its after-
math illustrate the inadequacy
of the existing machinery to
deal with the grievances of

public  service employees.
Section 49 of the Industrial
Disputes - Act, which deals

with trade union rights, in-
cluding the right to strike,
states that the Act shall not
apply to the government in
its capacity as employer or
to a worker in the employ-
ment of the government. In
addition, the Essential Public
Service Act, enacted in 1979,
imposes a total ban on strikes

by public service employees.
A minimum sentence of two

years and a finej of up to
5,000 rupees is% stipulated
for contravention of the Act.
Further, this Act enables the
President to declare any ser-
vices rendered by any govern-
ment departments, public cor-
porations and local authori-
ties as essential services,
thereby bringing the workers
of these enterprises
the jurisdiction of the Act.

It is generally recognised
that some public service em-
ployees, but by no
all, are in a special category
and that it is necessary and
legitimate to deprive them
of the right to strike. But
where there is a ban on
strikes there should be statu-
tory machinery to settle dis-
putes. ILO Convention 15}

of 1978, recognises this and
suggests that impartial machi---

nery such as mediation, con-
ciliation  or arbitration should:
be provided by governments
to deal with the grievances
of public services employees.
Sri Lanka is not a partytc
this Convention. Perhaps its:
application in Sri Lanka would:
help to meet the grievances:
of the public
ployees.

Report to the Human

Rights Committee-

The Government of Sri
Lanka’s ratification of
Covenant on Civil and Poli--
tical Rights on || June 1980~
is to be warmly welcomed.
Its first report to the Hu--
man Rights Committee is due,
in which it is asked to re--
port on the measures it:
has adopted to give effect-
to the rights recognised in.
the Covenant and on the-
progress made in the enjoy--
ment of these rights. This.
provides an opportunity for
the government to review
the consistency of its laws.
with the provisions of the-
Covenant, and it is to be-
hoped that the President will
use his fresh mandate from.
the people to initiate this:
process. '

Palmyrah Workshop

““The duty of the FAO is to-
improve the standards of those-
people who depend on the
income of local products for-
their living. Hence we will
follow with interest and give-
all help possible to this Con-
ference which deals with the.
life of those who depend on
Palmyrah products’’, said Mr,_
Ozorai, the FAO Represent:
ative in Sri Lanka at the in--
augural sessions of the Work--
shop on Palmyrah on Monday -

‘the 2lst, at Veerasingham,
H Il, Jaffna.

under--

means. .

service em--
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“The Government can-
not be permitted to go on
amending the Constitution
each time its own desires
cannot be met within the
Constitution. The propos-
ed Fifth Amendment must
be totally opposed. Let

w Us demand with one voice
that the General Election
be held this year’ says a
statement issued by the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party,
signed by the General
Secretary Bernard Soysa.
The Press Statement says:

“On Thursday February
10th, the President dated
in respect of 17 consti-
tuencies letters - of resign-
ation that he had earlier
collected from his MPs.
They have been sent to the
Secretary-General of Parlia-
ment for acceptance. On
the previous day Finance

®Minister Ronnie de Mel
« was afforded the privilege
of deciding the date of his
own letter of resignation
and being virtually simul-
taneously nominated as MP
for vacant Bulathsinhala.
It was suggested that in all
17 constituencies the Goy-
ernment had failed to gain
more votes than the Op-
position parties at the Pre-
sidential Election and the
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> Of the four School Cric-
| ket matches completed last
week-end, Jaffna Central
and St. John’s took top
honours. Jaffna Central fig-
A ured in* the role of giant
killers, when they humbled
the formidable Maliyadeva
- Combine by 3 wickets, while
St. John’s in their easy,
nonchalant manner, vanqui-
shed Jaffna College by 9
wickets.

In the Jaffna Central-
Maliyadeva encounter, Jaf-
fna Central did remarkably
well to restrict the Devans
to not too impressive totals
of 117 and 142 respectively.
They also collected areason-
able 198 in their first essay.

outing, when they had but
63 runs to score for a win,
that they floundered, expo-
sing their weakness in no
uncertain manner. Poor str-
ategy and irresponsible lea-
dership caused a debacle,
and the Centralites were
~ groping in the dark with
the score:board reading 53
for 7 wickets at one stage.,

But it was in their second .

Referendum.- It was also
reported than the Govern-
ment would be amending
the Constitution for the
fifth time to enable elec-
tions to be held in these
17 constituencies, Kesbewa
which has remained vacant
some time, and Kaduwela
which is expected to fall
vacant before long.

“It is plain that the
promised 20-seat. election is
intended as a sop to the
ruffled feelings of an over-

‘whelming majority of vot-

ers in the country, follow-
ing the rape of public
opinion that was committ-
ed by the UNP on the
occasion of the Referen-
dum of December 22, 1982.
The use of Emergency
powers to stifle Opposition
propaganda and terrorise
Opposition supporters, the
employment of organised
thugs to prevent Opposi-
tion agents from serving in
polling stations and Op-
position voters from regis-
tering their votes, the
parading of the Govern-
ment’s symbol of the Lamp
in open violation of exist-
ing election laws, the
hamstringing of the Police
force by means of Minis-
terial and MPs orders to

The Devans were on top,
and they endeavoured to
press heme the advantage.
and would have certainly
accomplished it, had the
target set been a good 80 or
so instead of a lowly 63.

Among the Devans, skip-
per M. Manathunga (42 &
16), N. Silva (37 & 16),
L. D. Dissanayake (15 & 25),
L. Thoradeniya (37 in the
second), C. Ekanayake (25
in the second) impressed.

Jaffna Central after having
been comfortably placed at

101 for 1 wicket at one stage,

notched up 198. The chief
contributors were N. Mathi-
vathanan (33), R. Mahinda
(44), Paul Prahalathan (18),
A. Gratien (26), V. Suthar-
shan (20) and B. Nimalan
(37). :

Jaffna Central who were
set  with the - rather
easy task of scoring 63 for
a win in one hour and 20
mandatory overs, managed
to crawl past the post taking
an hour and eleven manda-
tory overs to do so, much to
the relief of their supporters.
The Devans virtually made
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ment. Top UNP ministers to all Op_ po-_ical

have been protected from parties and o all - those

1€ . | I of the referen- who value democracy

prevent the execution . of
legal duties and obligations
and personation on a scale
never before seen were the
means used to secure a
“Yes” through a win for
the:cEamp?’.

“It was evident soon
after the Referendum, that

what the  Government
thought was a  major
triumph was a pyrrhic
victory. Not only all op-

ponents of the UNP, but
even substantial sections of
the UNP itself, lent voice
to the universal demand
that the General Election
constitutionally due about
the middle of 1983 should
be held without delay.

“Instead of a  General
Election that will replace
an irresponsible = Govern-
ment with one that is both
representative  of  public
opinion and responsible to
the electors, what is being
concocted is a device to
invest the act of rape com-
mitted through the Decem-
ber Referendum with the
bogus sanction of  sub-
sequent  consent.  Even
with this democratic pret-
ence of an election it can
be seen that the UNP has
not endangered  its two
thirds majority in Parlia-

the Centralites struggle for
every run which seemed an
eternity. The visitors, by
their splendid team-work
and experience and their
fighting qualities till the
very last run was scored,
taught the home team an
object lesson on how cric-
ket ought to be played.

Among the bowlers. Cen-
tral’s K. Umasuthan with a
match bag of 8 wickets for
71, V. Sutharshan with a
first innings haul of 5 for 38
and Maliyadeva’s A. Ekana-
yake, 5 for 43 and K. Gune-
hiarachchi 4 for 14, both in
the first innings and L.
Thoradeniya 3 for 32 in the
second, impressed.

St.
second impressive win for
the season when she whipped
Jaffna College by 9 wickets
in their annual friendly.

Jaffna  College taking
strike first collected 118 of
which the main contributor
was B. L. Mohan Raj who
wielded the willow for a hard
earned 26. The main wicket
getters for St. John’s were
P. Thirukumar (3 for 21),

Elections

John’s registered her

dum in their constituencies.

“There can be no sub-
stitute for the holding of a
General - Election to Parlia-
ment in the middle of this
year. This is what the Con-
stitution of 1978 spawned
by this Government itself
and no other, solemnly
provided for.

“This statement of the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party
is not an appeal to boycott
the elections if there should
be any elections.

“The Lanka Sama Sama-
ja Party however appeals
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wherever they may be to
join in exposing the Gov-
ernment’s attempts to hide
the damage it has done to
the franchise—to .. expose
its talk of elections as an
attempt to mask its true
designs. The Government
cannot be permitted to go
on amending the Constitu-
tion' each time its own
desires cannot be met with-
in the Constitution as it is.
The proposed Fifth Amend-
ment must be totally op-
posed. Let us demand
with one voice that the
General Election be held
this year.”

Maladministration, says

Rate Payers’
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The Jaffna Municipality
Rate Payers’ Association
has applied to the Com-
missioner of  Elections
requesting registration as a
Political Party for the
purpose of contesting the
forthcoming Jaffna Muni-
cipal Elections.

The Secretary of the As-
socia *~* states in his letter
to the Commissioner that
the Association was inaug-
urated in 1975 and since
then had consistently voic-
ed the grievances of the
citizens of the City. The
Association had  given
evidence before the Com-
mission appointed to probe
into the mal-administration
of the Municipalities. It
had also successfully ap-

" ST.JOHN’S TAKE H

R. Mahinda (3 for 36) and
T. S. Bartlett (2 for 36).

~ St. John's in’' their first
essay hit up 205 for 8 wick-
ets, K. Chandrasegar the
dashing frontline bat, top
scoring with an elegant 89,
Other useful contributions
came from Y. Muralidaran
(22), S. Alagarajah (33), and
R. Mabhinda (34).

Skipper S. Gnanasubra-
maniam bowled his heart
out to collect 6 scalps at a
personal cost of 61 runs.

Jaffna College going in a
second time with a deficit
of 87 runs to clear, folded
again for a not too encour-
aging 126.  Balachandran
(33) and Ratnarajah (38)
contributed 71 runs between
them in their meagre second
innings total. The Johnian
wreckers P. Thirukumar and
R. Mahinda claimed four
wickets apiece. Setto make
40 runs, the Johnians reali-
sed it for the loss of one
wicket.

A long and laborious
Patrician innings of a mam-
moth 302 for 9 wickets com-

Assocn.

pealed against the judgment
of the District Court, Jaf-
fna, in the case filed by it
against the unjust and un-
lawful imposition of taxes

by the  Municipality in
1975.
The  "Association also

states in its letter: “The
Jaffna Municipal Adminis-
tration is generally accepted
as having deteriorated to
low levels, hitherto unheard
of in the annals of this
City administration. = We
therefore desire to give the
City a clean and efficient
administration by = placing.
in position men of stand-
ing and integrity free from
party rivalries and with a
record of unselfish, clean
public service”. ;
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piled in five and a half
hours, deprived them of an
easy innings win over Jaffna
Hindu who could but collect
135 and 72 for 7 wickets in
their two outings. Victory
could well have been within
their easy reach, had the
Patricians closed their long
innings a little earlier.

Among the Patricians who
contributed their mite to-
wards such a flattering total
were R. A. D. Anandarajah
(52), S. Kumarasunderam
G35 B .S M Ariyarajah
59 and N. D. Anandarajah
33 (n.0.)

T. Suresh with an unbeat-
en 64 bore the brunt of
Hindu’s first innings. Hin-
du’s Y. Jeyanthan (4 for 71)
and Patrician S. W. Kings-
ley (4 for 9) claimed the
most number of wickets in
an innings.

The Manipay Hindu—
Kokuvil Hindu engagement
ended in a tame draw. The
main scores:-

Manipay Hindu—

1st Innings 158

2nd Innings 90 for 6 wkts,
Kokuvil Hindu—

Ist Innings 168 for 6 wkts,
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Eelam, now the

only option, say
Tamils in
~ Australia

The Ceylon Tamil Asso-
ciation (Australasia) of
P. O. Box 189, Eastwood,
NSW. 2122, Australia has
now changed its name into
“EELAM TAMILS AS-
SOCIATION (AUSTRA-
LASIA)”. The change of
name was adopted by a
unanimously passed re-
solution at a general meet-
ing held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 13th.

The Eelam Tamils As-
sociation  (Australasia)
_consists almost exclusively
of highly qualified profess-
ionals—Specialist Doctors,
Engineers,  Accountants
and Lawyers— as a result
of the selective emigration
laws of Australia. The
Association, according to
its President, Dr. V. Sun-
drasingham, came into ex-
istence in the wake of the
anti-Tamil race riots of
August 1977 in Sri Lanka.
Dr. Sundrasingham says
that though the Associat-
ion has been a major orga-
nization in Australia giv-
ing publicity to the ongo-
ing racial oppression of
- the Tamils of Sri Lanka, it
has been, because of the
very nature of its member-
ship, careful up to now in
not pledging open support
to the Eelam cause. -

“The change of name of
the Association™, he says.
¢“is to be interpreted by the
Tamils of Eelam and by
the various eXpatriate
Eelam Tamil Groups in
the rest of the world, and
by Sri Lanka too for that
matter, as follows — that
even a conservative associ-
ation of Ceylon (Eelam)
Tamil Professionals living
in Australia has at long
last and after considerable
deliberation decided that
the only option left open
for the Tamils is the achi-
evement of a SOVERE-
IGN INDEPENDENT

STATE OF TAMIL

EELAM”’.

The following resoluti-
ons passed unanimously at
the meeting on the 13th
February have been for-
warded to President Jaya-
wardene of Sri Lanka:—

Your Excellency,

At a general meeting of
our Association held on
Sunday the 13th February
1983 the following resolu-
tions were passed unani-
mously and it ha. br.n
decided to forward <hem
to you:

“This House protests
against the indiscriminate
arrests and detentions in
jails in Sri Lanka(-Ceylon-
Eelam), of the Catholic
priests Rev. Father Singa-

‘rayer and Rev. Father

Sinnarasa, Uniting Church
iiinister Rev. Jeyathilaka-
rajah, Dr. Jeyakularajah,
University Lecturer Mr.
Nithiananthan and Mrs.
Nithiananthan and others
under the draconian pro-
visions of the Prevention
of Terrorism Act of the
Sri Lanka Parliament, and
against the inhuman treat-
ment meted out to them.

“This House further
appeals that this draconian
law—known as the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act—
which violates basic hum-
an rights be repealed forth-
with.

“This House further
resolves that copies of
these resolutions be for-
warded to The Right Hon.
Prime Minister of Austra-
lia, to the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition of the
House of Representatives
of the Australian Parlia-
ment and to the represe-
ntatives of Amnesty In-
ternational and  other
International bodies.”

“reference to

India irks

delegate

The Indian Government
has been informed of what
was discussed in diplomatic
duarters as an “unfortunate”
reference to India by Pre-
sident Jayawardene in his
inaugural speech at the
Commonwealth Law Minis-
ters’ Conference held at the

Bandaranaike Memorial
Hall, Colombo on February
14th.

SATURDAY @ REVIEW

learns that Mr. NABI GHU-
LAM AZAD, Deputy Mini-
ster of Law, India, who led
the two-member Indian dele-
gation to the Conference has

expressed ‘unhappiness” in
anote to his Government
about the pointed reference
to large scale violence in
India in President Jayawar-
dene’s speech.

The President told dele-
gates of the five-day Confer-
ence from47 Commonwealth
Countries that there was
much violence in <“other
parts of the world”. In
making a pointed reférence

to India he had said, *I .

very much regret to say that
(in) our great neighbour
India i
Indian papers...... violence

“Island-wide
protest

‘Repeal the Prevention of
Terrorism Act’.

This is one of the main
demands of undergraduates
of all the Universities and
University campuses in Sri
Lanka who carried out a
one-day token boycott of
lectures on Thursday(24Feb).

The undergraduates have
also demanded that the gov-
ernment keep its hands off
the Universities. This dem-
and refers specifically to the
statement made recently by
University Grants Commis-
sion Chairman Dr. Stanley
Kalpage that legislation is
on the way to take over the
administration of the Uni-

undergrad
against

Terrorism Act

versities and his threat that

the UGC will ‘cancel the
scholarships and loan facili-
ties of students who go on
strike. One of the slogans
put up at the University of
Jaffna on Thursday runs:
Are Mahajana Scholarships
and loan facilities the pri-
vate property of Dr. Stanley
Kalpage?

The third maindemand of
the undergraduates is that
students of the Kotelawala
Defence Academy should
not - be admitted to the
University of Colombo.

Student leaders told
SATURDAY REVIEW. the
boycott was a total success.

—

Municipal
denies the

“During the 7% years I
have served as Municipal
Commissioner I have not
dismissed any employee
nor have I been vindictive
towards anyone” Mr.C.V.
K.Sivagnandm, Jaffna Mu-
nicipal Commissioner told

the Saturday Review when
his attention was drawn to

certain charges made in a

Commissioner
charges

missioner that he made
permanent nearly 400 cas-
ual employees.

He said a handful of
disgruntled employees
whom he had pulled up
for negligence or slacking
may have spread a wrong
impression about him. It
was perhaps this distor-
tion which had led to an

if one reads the

——..

Printed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, 360, Main Street,
Jaffna, for the publishers New Era Publications Ltd., 118,
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leaflet circulated recently.

He pointed out that it
was during the period he
functioned as Special Com-

attempt on his life recen-
tly and the baseless char-
ges levelled against him
in the leaflet, Mr. Siva-
gnanam added.

breaks out between commu-
nities, between Government
and Government Servants
(and) during elections on a
scale which is impossible to
believe if it happens in our
Country.”

The Government-contro-
lled «SUNDAY OBSER-
VER” dated February 20th
which published the address
by the President six days
later has very judiciously
deleted the reference to India
but the Indian Express cor-
respondent in Colombo K.
Sriram in his despatch to his
paper carried in its February
16th issue quotes the above
from the President’s speech
and says:

Ny

“Asserting that‘our peo-
ple are different’, Mr. Jaya-
wardene said he was making
the observation as head of,
state and as one who had
been in public life for over
40 vyears.

“The Sri Lanka President’
however, did make a men-
tion of the two attempts at
overthrowing lawfully cons-
tituted governments on the
island in the past. -

*“But his party, which was
in the opposition on both
occasions, had extended full
support to the government
of the day, he pointed out.

“He expressed satisfaction
that the island republic was
now completely peaceful

¢subject to, of course, to%"

certain instances of robbery™’
and “subject to terrorism in
the north” and admitted that
one of his greatest regrets
was that young people should
take to arms to get their:
points of view heard."”

Jaffna gets
a Chinese
restaurant

Lovers of Chinese food
in Jaffna and families
who wish to dine out in
comfort, have their pray-
ers answered! Tomorrow
Sunday the 27th; the
YARL CHINESE RES-
TAURANT opens for
business at Clough House,
Ist Cross Street, under
the direct supervision of
a Hotel School trained
Manager helped by expert
chefs. Situated in a cosy,
residential area, with its

own parking facilities, the
restaurant offers the pop-
ular  fare in Chinese
cuisine.
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