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SWISS FACT

MISSION — BIG FARCE

They came

(the two wise

men

from Switzerland),

they did not see much (because they did not want to see);they were
conquered (by a merchant of pesticides; or who was it?).

Their mission was to find out what exactly was happening in

At least, that was what they were supposed to do.

First news ofthe Mission’s
arrival came through a Reu-
ter despatch from Berne
published in The Island on
15th August:

““Two senior Swiss offi-
cials are on a fact-finding
mission in Sri Lanka to re-
port on the situation of mino—
rity Tamils living on the Is—
land, a Justice
spokesman said today”’.

*“Their reports would form
the basis of a decision by the
Swiss Government on whether
Tamils, whose requests for
political asylum here have
been rejected, can be repat—
riated without facing danger,
he said.

‘“At the time, Mr. Peter
Hess, Director of the Federal
Office for Police Affairs, one
of the officials now in Sri
Lanka, said that the Swiss
authorities had no evidence
that the Colombo government
was responsible for Tamil
repression”’.

The local agent of a com-
pany which has connections
with Switzerland made all
the arrangements for the
visit, including the fixing up
of appointments.

Among the individuals and
organisations who were in-
vited to meet the members of
the Mission were the Bishop
of Jaffna, the Rt. Rev. Dr.
. Deogupillai, the Jaffna Citi-
zens Committee, The Refugee

Ministry -

Rehabilitation Organisation
and the Editor of the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW.

The plane was delayed
due to atechnicaldefect so
that they arrived in Jaffna
only about 11 a.m.

Interviews fixed at Hotel
Ashok from 10 a.m. were
either rescheduled or can-
celled.

The two members went
on a hurried visit to Val-
vettiurai accompanied by
their ‘“‘guides” and return-
ed soon and thereafter
began the so-called inter-
views. _

TRRO Chairman, Mr. K.
Visuvalingam could get in
only a word or two before
he was told that they had
gathered enough informa-
tion already.

The Editor of the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW met with
the same response.

OTHERS, INCLUDING
THE BISHOP AND MEM-
BERS OF THE JAFFNA
CITIZENS COMMITTEE
DID NOT  GET EVEN
THAT RESPONSE.

THEY NEVER
THEM.

Briids P € Phlips. - at
whose Office they were to
meet members of the Citi-

zens Committee at 3 p.m.,
told the SATURDAY

MET

the North.

REVIEW that the Swiss
officials arrived there but
were not even introduced
to the Committee members.

One “Huff Man”, who
accompanied the two Mission
members, told Dr. Philips
that they had no time for
any more interviews.

Then the Mission left for

Colombo.

It was a classic case of
how not to conduct an
‘on-the-spot  investigation.

They might as well not have
come to Jaffna at all.

For one thing, it was one
of the quietest days in
Jaffna, so that the two “in-
vestigators” could well go
back and report to their
Government that, as stated
in the main headline of the
state-controlled Daily
News: “QUIET DAY ON
THE NORTHERN
FRONT”.

(We wonder whether the
Daily News tesponse was
in answer to the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW  headline
last week: “BIG TROU-

‘BLE ON THE NORTH-

ERN FRONT”.

For another, the Mission
seemed to have made up
its mind before-it came to
Sri Lanka. Note the words
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Mr. Abdul Aziz, President
of the Democratic Worker’s
Congress, speaking on the
National Question at the
Centre for Society ‘and
Religion, Colombo, said the
crux of the problem was the
devolution of power and
not the decentralisation of
the administration.

He said“The most fea-

‘sible solution is devolution

of power to provincial units

| with powers of legislation

to the provincial assemblies
on agreed subjects.. While

we feel that final settlement

on the precise nature of
powers to be  devolved
should be by negotiations,
the centre should retain
defence, foreign policy,fo-

reign relations,  currency
and banking, communi-
cations, railway and air

transport and over-all econo-
mic development; the rest
of the powers should go to
the provincial assemblies.
The question of state-orient-
ed land settlement should
be a provincial subject; the
details, however, can be a
matter of negotiation at the
All Party Conference.

While the Police may
be a provincial subject, the

Devolution :

Saturday Review

over-all internal  security
should be in the hands of
the Centre and it should
have an over-all authority
of supervision and handling
of the internal security in the
background of integrity and
sovereignty of the nation.

[ feel that a District cannot
be a viable unit for devolu-
tion of power. First of all,
devolution of power would
imply legislative authority,
which means creation of
legislatures in the units. For
a small country like ours it
would be far too much of a
financial burden to create
25 legislative  assemblies
with  legislative  powers.
Furthermore, for effective
devolution of power the unit
should be such that reason-
ably wide powers would be
devloved on them. For eco-
nomic development  the
unit should be large enough
to be able to organise ade-
quate resources; even in the
matter of health, a province
would be a viable unit which
would have its basic health
research coupled with hos-
pitals and equipment to de-
velop proper  preventive
health care of the people.
In the matter of education,

Crux of

each province can have its
own university and formu-
late its own educational
policies for

In fact every branch of
human activity would be
better organized with suffi-
cient allocation for develop-
ment. A district would
be far too small a unit to
have adequate resources for
development. In the propo-
sal of creating provinces,
apart from the question of
solution of the ethnic prob-
lems, there is also a national
dimension. In fact, the
country has three problems,
One is the solution of all
ethnic groups and not only
of the problem of the Ceylon
Tamils. As much as thé Sin-
hala and Ceylon Tamils have
their cultural, language and
other problems so also the
Muslims and the Indian
Tamils have their own as-
pirations.

While these two com-
munities would, through
Provincial Legislatures, seek
solution of their peculiar
problems, they also would
be able to play their role
adequately in the affairs of

their region and the country. -

development.
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Problem

These two communities are
scattered all over the coun-
try. Therefore, through a
Provincial Legislative set-
up, while the country would
be solving the ethnic prob-
lem of the Ceylon Tamils,
the problem of these two
minority communities
would also be looked into
and settled. Therefore, for
this a Provincial set-up is
essential. Through a pro-
vincial -legislative structure
all ethnic groups would be
able to play their role, in the

.affairs of their region as well

as' of the country.

The second question is
that of adequate and closer
participation of people in
the affairs of their regions.
Unitary Parliamentary sys-

‘tem does not give an oppo-

tunity for effective parti-
cipation to people in the
affairs of their regions. A
provincial legislative system
would make peoples’ parti-
cipation possible and would
give them a greater role in
managing the affairs of their
region. This would apply to
not only the Sinhala people
but also to the minorities

(Continued on Page 11)

ISRAEL IN SRI

The arrival of Israelis in
Sri Lanka was a  secret.
This secrecy was exposed
through a newspaper story.
A question was then raised
in Parliament by an Oppo-
sition member. The answer
of the Minister of National
Security was cagey. There
came a statement from the
Ambassador of the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organi-
sation which was not given
adequate publicity in the so-
called National Press. The
statements of the opposi-
tion political parties
were published in the news-
papers. The reactions of the
Moslem organisations were
sharp. Most of these Mos-
lem Leaders who have
brought the votes of the
poor Moslems to the United
National Party could not
resist the pressure of the
poor Moslems.

The Moslem citizens of
our country have demon-
strated their objection to the
presence of the criminal and
terroristic organisation of
the Israelis, named Mossad,
very eloquently. The pro-
tests in Mosques were ex-
pressed in the orations of
religious leaders, the burning

of the Israel flags and the
distribution of leaflets in
very strong terms. In the
Eastern Province the pro-
tests caused a number of
deaths. The Government
used Emergency Powers in
imposing a press censorship
on news pertaining to the
presence of and the conse-
quences of the presence of
Israelis.

The reaction of the Mos-
lem Embassies too have
been -sharp. The Embassy
of Iran in a press release

recalled “the harrowing
experience of the
people of Iran  when

thousands of the agents of
the Zionist Regime
been in Iran during the
defunct regime of the Shah.”

The Libyan Embassy in
its press release said that it
explained to the President
of Sri Lanka “that the
reasons for Sri Lanka
breaking off relations with
Israel still existed because
Israel continues to violate
the resolution of the United
Nations.”

In the light of this it is
quite natural for © the.

~ resign.

had

LANKA

Moslems to request the
Moslem Members of Parlia-
ment to resign their seats
in Parliament. The Presi-
dent threatened those dis-
satisfied with the decision
of the Government to
The U.N.P. like
the S.L.F.P. are parties of
the bourgeoisiec and  are
not socialist. Both parties:
are representative of  the
rich of their  respective
communities. Their prop-
erty interests take preced-
ence over all other interests.
But it is certain the mount-
ing pressure of the poor
majority of Moslems will
isolate their leaders.

The Government of Srj
Lanka contends that the
services of the Israel secret
service criminal organisa-
tion, Mossad, was neces-
sitated by the activities of
the Eelamists of the North
and East. How a foreign’
criminal organisation could
do this, beats us. No know-
ledgeable and intelligent
person would believe in the
Government. Bourgeois
politicians, both Sinhala
and Tamil, are all respons-
ible for this situation. They
have -all concerned them-

— Sarath Nawana

selves with Sinhala and Ta-
mil votes to propel them-
selves into power and not
in solving the problems of
the nation.

The U.N.P.-C.W.C. gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka has
given constitutional guar-
antees to foreign capitalist
property interests. © ‘They
have become security guards
of Imperialism. They are
tied to Imperialism. The
visit of President Jayewar-

dene to meet the most
dangerous of  Terrorist
Leaders of the  World,

Ronald Reagan, could only
be viewed with fear not
only by us but our neigh-
bours.

This terroristic govern-
ment of the U.N.P. pays
lip service to democracy.
The democratic rights of
the people are being whit-
tled away and the consolid-
ation of the dictatorship of
the capitalists is continuing.
Israelis, apart from being
committed to the elimin-
ation of the Palestinian
Arabs in Israel and destroy-
ing the Palestininan Liber-

- ation Organisation, are a
genuine threat to Sri Lanka.

American Imperial
strategy needs a dirty mis-
sion in this region. How-
ever, the Americans do not
want to expose themselves
by conducting -these mis-
sions themselves.  There-
fore with the connivance
and blessing of the U.N.P.
the Israeli terrorists have
been provided with a base
to conduct these missions
in Sri Lanka and outside
Sri Lanka. Many countries
in this region will develop
counter-plans to  protect
themselves. They  will
arrogate to themselves the
right to react in a manner
that - may -transform  Sri
Lanka into a battle-field
for so many countries and
parties.

There is no  guarantee
that secret and sensitive in-
formation pertaining to our
country, which will = be
open to the Israelis, will
not be sold or made avail-
able to other parties for a

chigher fee.

Through the use of Is-
raelis to solve an internal
problem of Sri Lanka, the
Government has made its
own contribution to inter-
nationalising this problem,
because it is natural that
many other parties  will
react and get invloved.

N
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In most Jaffna homes with
television, there are often
two antennas, one tuned to
Rupavahini and the other to
Doordharsan.

This is symbolic of the
schizophrenic life now led by

most members of the Tamil

community.

The bulk of them still
want to be very much part
of Sri Lanka, but in times of
trouble they invariably look to
indla for succour.

This is something that riles
many members of the Sinha-
lese community, who look at
India  especialiy Tamilnadu,
with suspicion and even fear;
as far as the Tamils are con-
cerned, however, it Is a
natural reaction: Any ‘weak

Saturday Review

JAFFNA TODAY

or bomb blasts, signifying
operations by the militant
youths or the Security Forces.
If the concensus Is ‘All quiet’,
they heave a big sigh of
relief.

Operations take place in
the daytime, too. At the first
sign of trouble, shopkeepers
put up their shutters, offices
and schools are closed and
people begin rushing home.

"It is amazing to see how fast

the central bus stand empties
on such occasions.
At other times during

particular article was

on 4th August.

This is the first of a series of articles intended
to convey to the people in the South
of what it is like to live in the North now. This
written before the recent
spate ef fateful incidents in the North beginning
with the shooting of Navy personnel at Valvettiturai

some idea

and beleagured minority any-
where would do the same.

Even in Jaffna, heartland
of Tamil country, the people
now live in a perpetual state
of anxiety, not certain what
would happen the next mo-
ment, the next day, the next
week.

SMILES OFF

It is an eerie life, which is
having a demoralising effect
on the peopie. One sees few
smiling faces these days. °

In the morning, the first
question that people ask when
they meet one another Is:
"*‘Heard anything last night?’’
The reference is to gunshots

e
the day, Jaffna, especially th
town, is a very busy area’
the roads clogged with peopie
and traffic.

During the night, except
for the occasional two-legged
“Tigers” and members of the
Security Forces, there s
hardly anyone on  the roads.
By 7 p. m. almost everyone
is indoors. The people gener-
ally behave as if a curfew
is on even when there is none.

Public cinema shows are
over by 6 p. m. but there
are late private shows In
some homes. All social fun-
ctions end by evening

It is the fear of arrest

and interrogation by the

Festival of Nallur Skandan

"Gainst the bright and azure sky

The crimson camphor flames leap out.
*‘OM, OM, MURUGA" - the devotees cry
With fervent prayer, penitent and devout.

Mounted astride HIS

peacock throne

The Sovereign LORD rides out ‘midst song and dance

HIS blessings he bestows to his

very own;

Dispels all fears with HIS hallowed lance.

With golden jewels bedecked, HIS face
Casts an aura of potent Sakthi

HIS six-fold face bestows the Grace

To those who’re immersed in deep Bakthi.

(The Festival of Nallur Skanda commenced on 2nd August*

‘with the hoisting of banner of Cevel. The festival concludes
on the 26th. Due to the present difficulies of travel, the

festival is completed before 6 p.m. This is done to

enable

the devotees from all parts of the North to return to their

.homes before dark).

by

R €

Thavarajah

Security Forces that is
driving the people indoors
by dusk. Even during the
daytime people, especially
youth, are liable to be
stopped on the road any-
time and their identity
checked. There have been
instances when those
arrested and taken away
to one of the camps were

found dead or never re-
turned.
in this situation, parents

find It prudent, provided they
can afford or arrange it, to
pack off their sons between
I5 and 25 years to some
foreign country. Though edu-
cation and employment are
the ultimate concerns, the
immediate propeliant is the
fear of physical safety.

A recent survey by the
“SATURDAY REVIEW'’ revea-
led that, as a result of the
exodus, in some parts of the
Peninsula the proportion of
girls to boys in this age range
has now risen to five to
one.

DOWRY SYSTEM

This is bound to lead to
serious problems in Jaffna
society, which Is already sad-
dled with arigid dowry system
and a consequent tight mar-
riage market.

The bride price demanded
now for marriages of middle
Income families is a house
and Rs. 100,000 in cash PLUS
another °‘‘donation’’ of Rs.
100,000 to meet the marri-
age expenses of the bride-
groom's sister.

Could not some of th®
smaller robberies in th®
North be the handiwork of
desperate brothers trying to
find the dowries for their
ageing siters?

Just as there has been an
exodus of youths from Jaffna
— the number who left in
the last year alone has been
estimated at nearly 20,000
— there has also been an in-
flux of people from the South
following the  luly

Holocaust.

The sudden swelling of
the population was something
that Jaffna was not geared
to accommodate. The socio -
economic impact of this deve-
lopment can be imagined by
talking into consideration just
one fact: the spurt in land
values. A ‘lachcham’(one-six -

teenth of an acre) now costs

Rs. 200,000 at least, nearly
ten times the previous value.

1983

This in turn has seriousiy
affected house-building at =
time when more houses are
urgently needed. Sharing of
houses has now become com-
mon.

PRICE SPIRAL

Living in Jaffina Is a very
costly business. The increased
demand arising from the
increase in population,frequent
disruption of transport after
outbreaks of violence and
crop fallure have all contri-
buted to push up prices.

Onions went up fo Rs.
80 a kilo, brinjals and other

Fishermen, too, are going
through a tough time. The
establishment of a “‘Surveill-
ance Zone'’ off the northern
coast to check lllicit traffic
has greatly restricted fishing.
Originally, fisherman were not
allowed to 'go more than

three miles out to sea.

After Mr. Devanesan Nesiah
the Government

July, took up
with the Govern-

who was

Agent until
their case,
ment, the fishing range has
been extended to five miles.

But the best catches are
in the deep sea and until
the restrictions are removed
or relaxed fish Is going to
be scarce in the North, The

by

Gamini Navaratne

vegetables to Rs. 25 a kilo,
7-50,
while a single drumstick for

Rsiiiby

mangoes up to Rs.

It is the wunusual rains
late last year and early this
year resulting in floods, that
is mostly responsible for the
price spiral of locally—grown
chillie,
ulundu, vegetable and tobacco
cultivations were equally
affected, adding to the distress
of the people, both ccnsumers

and producers:

crops. Rice, cnion,

delectable crabs, prawns,
cuttle fish and seer have gone
off the tables of all except
the rich

With a system of regist-
ration of the fishermen and
their craft, it shouid be possi-
ble for the Government to
maintain the ‘'Surveillance
Zone'' and yet allow deep -
sea fishing. This would ease
the lot of the people not
only in lJaffna but elsewhere
as well because normally
there is a surplus of fish
in the North.

(To be continued)
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BLESSING IN DISGUISE

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.
The SR of [4th July has

taken up cudjels agalnst the
Faculty of Medicine of the
University of Jaffna for hav-
ing refused to do anything
with the new Dept. of
Siddha Medicine, | am incli-
ned to think that it Is a bles-
sing in disguise.

The granting of university
status to Siddha Medicine
by the University of Jaffna
augurs well the future of
Siddha Medicine. Tht Arts
Faculty will lend imperative
encouragement with its nu-
merous iiterary sources to
the further study of Siddha
Medicine :

The prevalent practice of
Slddha Meditine is empiri-
cal and stands divorced frem
its innate  metaphysical na-
ture. The teaching of Siddha
Medicine is far removed from
its theoretical  background
which is steeped in Hindu phi-
losophy and mythology. The

legated to insignificance

been re-
by
the over—zealous teaching of
redundant western medicai
subjects, which have done
more harm than good to-
wards the practice of Siddha
Medicine.
the Dept. of Siddha Medi-
cine to the Arts faculty
would enable it to develop
as a separate and individual
system of therapy, which
could stand on Its own me-
rits.

The advent of western
medical science has overwhel-
med Siddha Medicine and
reduced it to a state of
demoralised Inferiority. But
let us not In our enthusiasm
to elevate the standard of
Siddha Medicine, pamper it
beyond its realistic potential.
In comparison to the growth
of western medicine, Siddha
Medicine, although as old as
humanity, is but a stunted
dwarf. It cannot hope to
cope with the glant strides

system Itself has

The annexing of
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made by ever-advancing we-
stern medical science. To
place Siddha Medicine along-
side western medicine would
be the surest and swiftest
way of smothering the an-
cient system.

Siddha Medicine has to be
critically analysed. its value
In terms of therapeutic, di-
agnostic and rehabilitative ap-
plication needs to be defined

and demarcated. A clear st-
rategy has to be mapped
out to ensure lIts healthy

growth. Perhaps the Faculty
of Medicine can help with its
modern technology and know-
how, to evaluate evidence
of curative efficacy and sa-
fety Siddha Medicinal pro-
ducts and practice.

The Siddha system of me-
dicine has stood the test of
time over a millennium. Let
us not allow it to be over—
ridden by the fast advancing
western medical system.

Dr. Patrick Aloysius
Anthony Pillai
D.I.M. &S (Ceylon)
Medical Clinic,
llavalai.

A HAVEN

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

It was Thursday 26th July
1984. The second day of the
jhartal. The time was 10.30
p-m. |felt an excruciating
pain in the stomach. The
belly was swollen up to the
rib bones. Slowly and steadily
the pain radiated throughout
the whole stomach. No one
dared to get out of home
to seek medical aid. Having
endured an Inferno of pain,
the following morning |
came to the Jaffna Hospital
at 8 a. m., and was admicted
to ward No. 20.

What a welcome haven it
was! The vociferous but kind
male purse gave me an in-
jection which the doctor with
a radiating smile prescribed.
When | felt like vomitting
the male nurse like a kind
mother guided me to a sink.
How wonderfully - relieved |
was within a few minutes.

Then came in the Profes-
sor. He patiently questioned
me and advised me about my
diet and future behaviour
pattern.

Beside me there was an-
other patient, a young man
who married on 2nd July,
fell ill on July 9th, and . due
to the negligence of some-
body had a relapse on the

26th July and was fighting
for his life. :

| can still hear the resonznt
voice of the Professor so-
unding 2 warning note to the
Final Year students of the
Medical Faculty- Pointing to
the patient he said, ‘‘Doctors,
lawyers and teachers should
not be negligent in their du-
ties, a slight carelessness of
a doctor will mean the life
of a patient: a client entr-
usts his case to a Jawyer
expecting do his

him to
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was a sign that fascism was
raising its head in Jaffna.

| should like to refer to
the newspaper reports that
Armed Services personnel had
forced shopkeepers who had
closed their shops in Vavuniya
and Mannar for the Hartal
on the 25th to re-open
their shops.

If the action of the Tamil
youths is a sign of fascism
how will the Minister describe
the action of the Armed
Services?

K. Sivanandasundaram
Point Pedro.

duty; carelessness by a tez-
cher ruins a child. In a few
months you will be practis
ing your profession. = Many

men will entice you with
handsome dowries to marry
They will
put up beautiful buildings to

set you up in private prac-

their daughters.

tice, but remember money
is not everything. For goodness
sake be careful in your duty.
See what has happenéd to
this young man just in the

prime of his life’’.

| wish every member of
these professions heed what
this Professor said. Then Sri
Lanka will

dise.

be 2 true Para”

N. Sivagnanam

(Retired Principal)
Vaddukeddai.

FASCISM

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW.

The Sri Lanka Brodcasting
Corporation In its Tamil news
broadcast on 29th July re-
ported that the Minister for
National Security, at a funct-
lon in Devinuwara, referred
to the disturbance created by
some Tamil you'ths at the fast
organised by the Tamil United
Liberation Front in Jaffna on
the 24th and said that the
denlal of the right to protest
peacefully in one’s own way

2nd CHAMBER

The Editor,
SATURDAY REVIEW

Federal and Autonomous
states differ in many ways.
In an autonomous state the
component units enjoy greater
freedom than in a Federal
state. In a Federal State
there is a division-of powers
and a system of checks and

balances. It is also not ne-
cessary to be a socialist
country vo have  autonomy.

Therefore
to follow the+ soclalist path.
Swit-
zerland. They also have the

it is not necessary
The best example is
Referendum and the Recall.
In a Federal State there zre
special procedures adopted
for Amendments involving the
Second Chamber.

We all know how . legis-
lation is rushed through Par-
liament and how very little
time is given for any serious
debate. A Second Chamber
is necessary with equal powers
in ordinary law making and
special powers in regard to
Amendments. Two members
from each District Is fair
but they must be elected
directly by the people. But
of course the ethnic problem
has to be solved first.

S. Kanagasabai
Tellipallai.
(More letters on

page 9)
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“lt seems that the Round
Table Conference is about
to end with absolutely noth-
ing having been achieved. It
is jusc as well, since It never
did honestly get off the
ground. The non-—participation
of some political parties has
anyway taken much of the
validity or |:gitimacy out of
this conference,”” states The
All Ceylon Tamil Congress
in Its observations on the
proposal for a Second Cham-
ber presented to the Round
Table Conference by its
Chalrman President Jayewar-
dene.

The following are further
excerpts from the A.C.T.
C's observation's:

Even though a regional or

provincial set-up was not
one of the political objec-
tives or demands of the

Tamil parties present at the
Conference, in order to
contribute towards a peaceful
reconciliation, we announced
. that we were prepared to
consider a reasonable alterna-
tive to separation, which
alternative we could place
before the Tamils for their
consideration. We do not
want bloodshed in any part
of this island.

It was our considered view
that a regional set up, as
proposed by the Ceylon Wor-

kers Congress, with the Nor-

thern and Eastern Provinces
together being one of many
reglons, could be a reasonable
alterpative which we could
commend and place before
the Tamils for their accept-
ance. We thought that regio-
nal issues and problems could
be more effectively and satis-
factorily dealt with by regio-
nal councils and hence were
prepared to discuss their
composition, powers and fun-
ctions.

Being sincere in our efforts
to find a peaceful, lasting and
acceptable solution, we went
out of our way to meet other
delegations and discuss these
matters.

Change of stance

August 1584

Second

At the begnning, it seem-
ed President Jayewardene
showed keenness In solving
the ethnic problem, and as
has been established now, he
was indeed the architect of
Annexure C. But today he
has had to give way to the
opposition of Sinhala chauvi-
nists both within and outside
his United National Party.
This .is the reason why a
solution Is said to be not
possible. _

Who ever who drove the
Tamils to wanting a separate
" stat2 by denying them their
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amber:

Retrograde step

legitimate rights, it Is they
who still donot want the Ta-
mils to have their legitimate
rights. Therefore, the Tamils
are becoming even more reso-
lute in their opinion that they
cannot ever live together
with the Sinhalese in one
polity.

From his proposals, it s
now clear that the President
too, has accepted the inflexi-
ble position that the district
should be ‘‘the only sub-
national unit at a structural
level’”, and that he does not
want to create a broader or
larger provincial or regional
strycture. It is on this basis
that the President proposes
to set up a Second Chamber
and that too, only as an
“‘exception for ' necessary
functional operations’, what-
ever that may mean.

The District (Development)
Councils ' is' a system that is
in existence today. It is' not
a system set up In order to
solve the ethnic problem. It
has. not solved the ethnic
problem either. If the pow-
ers-that be are of the opinion
that the status quo should
remain and that the Tamils
should not be given their
legitimate rights, why was
the Round Table Conference
convened? Was it only to
show the world outside that
the powers were keen on
reconciliation and reverse the
world opinion after the 1983
racial riots.

It is surprising that the
President should have thought
it fit to propose a Second
Chamber and say that that
was necessary because of the
impasse regarding  district
councils 2nd regional councils.
There has been concensus at
the Conference regarding the
necessity for devolution of
power. A committee of ex-
perts has been set up many
moons ago, under the chair-
manship of the Prime Minis-
ter, to report back to the
plenary as to how devolution
of power should be effected.
Without waiting for that
report, how can the President
come to the conclusion that
there Is an impasse regarding
the unit of devolution? What
has come of the two commit-
tees of experts that were
set up.

The demand of the Tamils
tod-y is that they wish to be
secure in those areas which
have been accepted by succes-
sive Governments and consti-
tutions as' the traditional
homelands of the Tamils, and
to be in a positien to effecti-
vely mind their affairs.

Towards this thinking, the
Tamils have departed, during
the last four decades, from
the initial position of respon-
sive co operation, to wanting
decentralisation of adminis-
tration, and then devolution
of power in the form of
regional autonomy and fede-
ratlon, to wanting and In
sheer desperation, complete
separation.

When the demand of the
Tamils has been to get away
from the centre more and

-T. C.

more, the proposal to set up
only asecond chamber asa
means to solve the ethnic pro-
blem, seems to the All Ceylon

Tamil Congress, as having
completely falled to under-
stand and appreciate the

legitimate aspirations of the
Tamils. The proposal to bring
back the Second Chamber
and nothing more is therefore
a retrograde step.

If the President’s proposal
of a second chamber is to
be a  chamber consisting
solely of representatives from
the Tamil areas, the A.C.T.C.
could have considered it
favourably. Such a second

chamber should be one of the

aspects of a regional set up.
To such a second chamber,
the A C. T. C would expect
the following subject to be
assigned; higher education,
ei.cation, employmeit, law
and order, power to raise

‘Joans, !and settlement, irriga-

tion, industries fisheries art

aid culture.

It should be a chamber
that could prevent Parliament
passing legislation of 2 dls-
criminatory nature 'in respect
of ethnic, religious, and lingu-
lstic matters and legislation
which tends towards the ine-
quality of man. If it isa
chamber of this character
only, would it be a meaningful
step towards the solution of
the ethnic problem.

If the Round Tab'e Con-
ference fails, it will be a
victory for those. who want
the countries of the world
to know that the Government
did not have 2 reasonable
scheme for a - peaceful solu-
tion. It will also be a victory
for those who say that the
talks are only a farce.

New York: Americans are
strong on religion, but weak
'in moraliity, says a 1984 com-
‘pilatlon of the latest surveys
'about those aspects of life.

The resul's add Lp to a
‘glant paradox’’ says veteran
polister George Gallup Ir.,
whose organisation conducted
the numerous studies over the
past year

Consolidated into 2 100
page report, ‘‘1984 religion
in America,” he says in a
summary: - Religlon is grow-
ing in importance among Ame:-
ricans but morality is losing

ground "’
While levels of religions
involvement are high, and

most people say they are more
interested in religion than five
years ago, ‘widespread
. cheating Is found in all levels
of society’’ Gallup says:

**Two - thirds of Americans
hold the view that the level
of ethnics in the U S. has
.declined during the last' de-
!cade 2

f What makes for the seeming
paradox, he adds, Is that
(“very lictle difference” s
found in the behaviour of the
churched and unchurched on
a wide range of items includ-
ing lying, cheating and piifer-

- people

age.’

However, dramatic diffe-
rences were found in behaviour
of the * highiy spiritually com-
mitted’’ compared with those
of less spiritual commitment
with the committed showing
a much higher level of moral
conduct.

Using varlous yardsticks,
the studies find only 12 per-
cent of the population is
among the ‘highly spiritually
committed’ Gallup says  these
‘are a breed apart
from the rest of the populace.”

They are ‘more satisfied
with their lot of in life’ and
‘far happier’ than others, he
says, adding that they also
‘place greater importance on
family tife’ axd are ‘more
tolerant’ of other races and
religions.

They are vitually concerned
about the betterment of
society and are far more in-
volved In charitable activities
than are their counterparts.”’
he says.

The majority of church
people those less committed,
fall into ‘the category of no-

minal Christians’ and their
ethical behaviour is little
different from that of the

unchurched, Gallup says.

Up on religion, down
on morality in U.

S.

He says this means that If
the levei of the country’s
morals are to be brought up
to the level of religious
interest, then churches must
do a better job of strenghten-
ing their peoples commitment.

With the level of religious
involement so high,}he says the
situation presents ‘‘a unique
and unprecedented oppor-
tunity for the churches of
America to tap this burgeon-
ing Interest in religion and
channel it Into solid religious
commitment.”

The studies show 90 per
cent of Americans belleve
in God and have a religious
preference, that 70 per cent
are church members, that 60
percent attend worship ser-
vices at least once a month
and 60 per cent say they are
more interested In religion
than five years ago.

An overwhelming majority
pray and believe in prayer,
want children to have religious
training and want religion to
play a bigger rolein society.
Gallup says,*'People are clearly
searching the spiritual moorings
in their lives with a new
intensity.”

(From “The Times of In dia’
—18th Juiy '84) »
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Labour Movement

All human societies which
are pluralistic in structure
(and very many are so) today
face the basic and general
problem of how they can
be organised In a truly de-
mocratic manner to ensure
effectively the cherished de-
mocratic freedom for every
individual. In such socleties
we see the emergence of
different soclal groups which
acquire corporate identities
based on various distingulsh-
ing features. On the one
hand there are the basic
class formations and decisions
stemming from the relations
of production and the ensuing
social relations, ard on the
other, different social groups
based on common sentiments
attached to such factors as
race, religion, language among
others which help to give
them a certain sense of ethnic
identificazion and group con-
sclousness. Such social groups
existing within a social sys-
tem dominated by an evoly:
ing world capitalist system
which organises human acti-
vity both international and
intra—national, in a highly
competitive manner, find them-
selves In a situation of con-
flict and tension generated
by the whcle system itself.
This conflict and tension always
tends to be intensified, and
even becomes explosive, be-
cause of the crisis-ridden
nature of the system. In the
rich and developed countries,
inflation, scagnation and at-
tendant unemployment pose
critical problems while in the
less developed parts of the

world, not only do these
problems become a hundred
fold more so, but in addit-

fon, make poverty and social

T

For Your Requirements of

deprivation assume
proportions.

It is in this context that
we have to examine the
whole question of commun-
alism and the labour move.
ment in Sri Lanka. The com-
munal problem as it mani-
fests itself In this country
is essentially concerned with
the Tamils in Sri Lanka.
who are themselves divided
into two groups—the Sri
Lankan and the Indian. While
factors such as race, religion,
language, customs etc. have
helped to give these groups
a sense of separateness from
the Sinhala majority, the fact
that both groups are concen-
trated in particular territo-
rial areas has also helped to
identify such feelings of com-
munal separateness. This is
especlally the case with the

colossal

-Sri Lankan Tamils whose small

Jaffna habitat in the North
Is located in the arid zone
of the island, far removed
from the comparatively large
and predominantly Sinkala
South iIn the fertile regions
of the Wet Zone. Further,
the fact that religion and
kinship have for centuries,
been  formative factors in the
evolution of human societies,
has also helped to promote
and reinforce the sense of
ethnic identification and cor-
porate identity which these
groups have come to acquire.
This is particularly so in the
context of our society today,
where the struggle for so-
clal survival and betterment
is both individually and col-
lectively acutely competitive,
and where economic growth
and development is both re-
tarded and distorted. [t s
not surprising then that the
conflicts and tensions which

s > > ol
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arise out of the horizontal
class divisions and attendant
class exploitation, tend not
only to cut across but also
to be subsumed under those
arising out of communal clea-
vages and resulting antago-
nisms which are of a vertl-
cal character. Hence the
labour movement in this cou-
ntry, which the Marxist
parties came to dominate and
which they sought to develop
politically as a means of pro-
moting the class struggle, en-
countered in communalism a
major impediment to its un-
fectered growth in this re-
spect. A brief historical sur-
vey of the movement in this
country will help to illust-
rate this thesis.

The organised labour move-
ment assumed national Im-
portance only after the ad-
vent of A. E. Goonesinha into
public life in the second de-
cade of this century. It s
significant that, even before
Goonesinha emerged as an

despatch of July 1, 1915,
to the Secretary of State
for the Colonles, stated “‘In
order to safeguard the future,

it may be advisable to mo-

dify substantially the present
proportions, which show 1000
Sinhalese out of a total of
1600 employees™. It Is ho-
wever to the eternal credit
of Goonesinha that, for a
while, he was able to unite
and organise under one ban-
ner quite a large number of
workers Including important
sections In the harbour and
rallways, centred In the city
of Colombo. Strongly influe-
nced by the British Labour
Party and favoured by the
relative prosperity of the
1920’s, Goonesinha was able
to organise the Labour Unlon,
in 1923 and in 1928 the
Labour Party, the Ceylon
Mercantile Union and the
All-Ceylon Trades Union Con-
gress, as their principal foun-
der and aynamic leader. Quite
justifiably at that time, he

depression had set in, and
with it there were threats
of mass unemployment. Once
again, there was competition
for employment between
Sinhalese and lndl\an workers,
and Goonesinha had cause to
complain of undercutting of
Sinhalese workers by their
Indian  counterparts. Thus
communalism once again, and
with greater force, began to
rear its ugly head to divide
the labour movement. With
the issue of universal fran-
chise, raised by the propo-
sals of the Donoughmore
Commission at this time,
middle—class Ceylonese poli-
ticlans began talking of the
dangers of enfranchising In-
dian plantation workers, and
the Ceylon National Con-
gress uncompromisingly and
bitterly opposed the exten-
sion of the franchise to plan-
tation workers as recom-
mended by the Donoughmore
Commission. In this situation.

Goonesinha himself, while not

by

Neil Kuruppu

organiser of labour and its
undisputed leader in the next
decade, there were manifest-
ations of communal bickering
and division amongst the
workers belonging to an im-
portant sector of the work-
ing-class In Colombo. To
quote Kumari Jayawardena,
““The Ceylonese railway
workers, who feared compe-
tition from the Indians-who
were pcor, more docile and
therefore potential blacklegs'—
had manifested their hostility
to Indian immigrant labour
on several occasions. In 1910,
for example the locomotive
workers had protested ag-
ainst the influx of South
Indian - workers on the rail-
ways, and in 1913, present-
ing their grievances before
the Railway Commission, the
workers complained that In-
dians, Tamils and Malayalis
were employed in preference
to Sinhalese’”’, The British
colonial authorities too,’ on
their part, were quick %o
learn their lessons from the
1912 Railway strike and the
1915 riots, and sought to
exploit communal differences
amongst the workers. In fact,
the Governor of Sri Lanka,
Sir Robert Chalmers, in his

was able to state very pro-
udly chat these labour organ-
isations were open to all
irrespective of caste, race
and creed. And so for a
time, = Sinhala and Indian
workers joined hands to fight
for their rights and better
working conditions. K. Natesa
lyer, the South Indian Brah-
min journalist, who became
a radical politician and had
begun organising labour on
the plantations since 1925,
joined Goonesinha's Labour
Union and became Its Vice
President for a short time.
In 1927 during the harbour
strike led by the Labour
Union, he was influential in
getting the Indian workers
to support it. With Natesa
lyer's growing influence and
leadership among the Indian
workers both in Colombo
and in the plantations, It
looked for 2 moment as if
the working—class as a whole
in the country would rapi-
dly advance to new heights
of class—consciousness, solida-
rity and action. But it was
not to be and almost im-
mediately the situation began
to change for the worse.

By the end of the 1920's
the world wide economic

publicly opposing such as ex-
tension, showed his limitat-
lons as a labour organiser
and leader. He had come
to espouse the cause of the
workers as an avowed nat-
lonalist and social reformer
drawing Inspiration from men
like Gokhale and Gandhi in
India and Anagarika Dharma-
pala in Sri Lanka. Profess-
ing to follow their example
he worked, he said, to fight
for the rights of the under-
privileged and oppressed ‘un
derdogs’ in society. The wor-
kers, as a large and impor-
tant sectioa falling into that
category, therefore claimed
his prior attention. He was
thus never interested in the
cause of the workers as re-
ally constituting a class in
itself, and ultimately for it-
self, in the Marxist sense
of the term. In fact, Goone-
sinha studiously avoided, for
the most part, all fraternal
contacts with Communists.
His Labour Party's aim was
laudable but vague, general
and populist, and not really
class—orienced. It sought to
promote ‘‘The political, so-
cial and economic emanci-
pation of the ‘‘Moreover as
a man imbued with the grow-
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and Communalism

ing nationalist sentiments of
his time, he was motivated
to a very large extent by
that spirit of national re-
surgence which moved the
feaders of the Sinhala Bud-
dhist majority in the coun-
try. It was, however, a
spirit which could
be readily provoked to ex-
press itself in the form of
Sinhala chauvinism and com-
munal prejudice. To Goone-
sinha therefore the forging
of an all-island working-class
unity was not a primary con-
cern, and to him consequen-
tly, the Indian worker was
politically dispensable.

Thus it was that in 1928,
Natesa lyer became convin-
ced and alleged openly that
Goonesinha was an anti—Indian,
Sinhala Buddhist communalist.
This brought the parting of
the ways and Goonesinha ex-
pelled Natesa lyer from the
Labour Union in that very
same Yyear. In the following
year he took the still more
drastic step of expelling all
Indian workers from his
union; he alleged that they
were undercutting  Sinhala
workers, especially in the
harbour, in collusion with
Indian employers. by contra-
vening the agreements re-
garding the minimum wage
fixed by the first Collective
Agreement between the Em-
ployers’ Federation and the
Ceylon Trade Union Congress
signed on June |, 1929.
The situation was still furt-
her aggravated when three
strikes led by the Labour
Union at Lake House in
1929, at the Times of Cey-
lon in 1931, and at the
Galle Face Hotel in 1934
ended in disastrous defeats,
contributing decisively to the
decline and fall of Goone:
sinha as the undisputed labour
leader of the city workers.
In two of these strikes, the
one at Lake House and the
other at Galle Face Hotel,
indian workers were used as
‘blacklegs’ to break he
strikes. This provoked Go-
onesinha into adopting a very
anti-Indlan attitude, and his
Sinhala paper “Veeraya', in
1930 proclaimed that the
decllne of the Sinhalese was
due to the ‘white man, the
Coast Moors Borahs and Ma
fayalis’, In 1931 in the State
Council, Goonesinha resolutely
and uncompromisingly opposed
the unrestricced  immigra-

tion of Indian workers into
the island. In fairness to him
It must be saild that he
publicly stated that his inten-
tion and desire was to sa-
feguard the interests of
*‘Ceylonese workers’® as aga-
inst immigrants who were a
floating population. However,
according to a cyclo-styled
statement issued by Natesa
lyer in 1929, he alleged
that ‘‘Goonesinha differentia-
ted between Indian and non-
Indians in the distribution
of rations during the harbour
strike’” (of 1927) and that
he even spoke against the
granting of the franchise to
Indian workers declaring that
he .would ‘“Kick the Indians
out”’. Whatever the truth
of these allegations it Is
clear that Goonesinha’s at-
titude was essentially that
of a petty bourgeois radical
and nationalist inspired by
the Sinhala Buddhist revival
of his times. He was not
therefore In the long run
concerned with tryilng to
build an isiand-wide unity
and solidarity of the working—
class, overcoming the ten-
sions and conflicts arising
out of communal feelings
and the antagonisms they
engender.

The way in which the spirit
of communalism adversely and
retrogressively affected the
labeur movement in the early
30's was ominous for Its
whole future in the country.
lt was no passing phase of
the movement, for this up-
surge of communalism cannot
be attributed only to such
subjective  factors as the
limitations of individuals and
leaders in the labour Move-

ment with their prejudices
and attitudes. It has to be
explained by examining a

more basic factor, namely,
the particular structure that
our society came to assume
during the period of British
colonial rule. In this country
British rule was imposed on
a society, which for centuries
had hardened Into a tradi-
tional form, functioning in a
very decentralised manner and
based mainly on the units of
family, caste and village com-
munities Furthermore
country itself had come to
b= territorially divided into

a Tamil Hindu North with a
minority community and a
Sinhala  Buddhist  majority

predominant In the rest of

the

the island, but Itself divided
into a low—country maritime
region in the South and
South—-West and a Kandyan
region in the central moun-
talnous parts.

In such a land, with a
society so structured, vertical
divisions and cleavages tended
to be stronger and more
operative than horizontal st-
ratifications and divisions ba-
sed on class and class exploita-
tion. This was the country In
which British rule established
a centralised government with
its machinery and adminiscra-
tion, and created new class
divisions with its introduc-
tion of a particular form ef
the caplitalist mode of pro-
duction. This capitalism was

in consequence significantly
different from its highly de-
veloped form in the metro-
politian centres of the West.
The colony, which became
essentially a part of the ag-
ricultural periphery of the
centre, was economically ex-
ploited on an externally ori-
ented basis to serve the
needs of that centre. There
was therefore no real indust-
rial development - and no
wide - spread development of
generalised commodity pro-
duction. This colonially im-
posed capitalism was there-
fore established essentially
in the commercial sector of

the economy. It was char-

acterised by the plantation
enclave system with its esta-

tes located In or near rural
areas, and also by the do-
minant role assumed locally
by merchant capital operat-
ing through agency houses
with their firms and offices
together with the banks and
insurance companies, all cent-

red in Colombo.
(The last pare of this
article, excerpted from

“‘Ethnicity and Change in
Sri Ladka'” published by

the Soceal Scientists As:
sociation, will appear
next week.)
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Never before has the In-
dian woman been as vocal in
fighting for her  rights or

raising her voice against pre-

judice and discrimination as

she Is today. The revolution”

Is taking place in the country-
side as well 2s the big cities.

It is slow and quiet in the
rural areas and more obstre-
perous In the big cities. But
it Is visible.

landless should be in the
name  of ~both husband and
wife. The existing laws that
ensure equality for women
are being fully utilised and
where necessary, effor ts
are being made to enforce
new, effective legal protection.

Mood of today

the
the

A reflection of
mood of today is

ted in 1975 From

Saturday Review

pointed out that cases of
wife and bride burning have
increased from 670 In 1975
to 1:676 i1 1979. In Delhi
alone 356 cases were repor-
1980 to
two years later, 394,400
and 470 cases were reported.
In the four months from
December to  March this
year 228 cases of death of
marcied women due to bur-

women there was talk of
dowry and harassment but
there was not a single report
of wife burning.

Cost of living

With ‘the sharp increase
In the cost of living it is no
longer  possible to run a
home on asingle salary.
Tradicionally the Indian wo-
men has always assisted her

1
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representation  In the Lok
Sabha—33. Since then their
number has been slowly
dwinding. In 1967  there
were 28 women M P.'s in
1971 -2, ‘and in 975 =
9.

A study on women’s par-
ticipate in the political life
of the country by the Centre
for Women's Development
Studies, shows that women

INDIAN WOMEN FIGHT

AGAINST DOWRY SYSTEM

rural areas,
tilling sowing and harvesting,

In the urban areas there
have been a spate of rallies
and  angry demonstrations

against rape, dowry deaths,.

eve-teasing, price rise, the
demeaning portrayal of wo-
men in the Indian cinema and
discrimination in jobs.

The Indian woman s seek-

ing a new image. The move-
ment it s true, s spear-
headed only by a small

minority of educated ‘women.
But no longer Is she willing
to accept the role of the
“‘sati savitri’’, the legendary
woman who is both selfs
sacrificing end faceless. ‘Whe-
ther it is the air hostesses
of our national carrier fight-
ing against their compulsory
retitement on getting preg-
nant or Delhi school teachers
moving the Supreme Court
against the lecherous assault
by a principal, the uiban
woman refuses to be insulted
humiliated and discriminated

against,
The seeds of emanclpation
have been planted in the

rural areas too where more
and more women are deman:
ding that land given to the

§
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Manch. Women associated
with different political
parties have cast aside
their party predilections
and joined forces with
voluntary women's welfare
organisations, student and
youth groups, teachers and
trade unions for a joint
fight against the most
pernicious: evil today-
dowry. The Manch repre-
sents 25 women’s organi-
sations and has been work-
ing hard since 1982 for
the introduction of the
Bill giving the Dowry
Prohibition Act of 1961
more teeth.

Apart from demonstrations
outside homes where women
have been burnt to death or
battered, there have been
rallies outside Parliament,
dharnas in front of the P.M.’s
residence and frantic back-
door efforts to push the Bill
that  will hopefully halt the
increasing dowry deaths.

The bureaucracy has dela-
yed the introduction of this
Biil but even the joint com-
mittee of Parliament has

that relieves coughs and colds

P o o o S

ning or suicide were reported
in Delhi.

Urban victims

With the revitalisation of
the women's movement,
soclal attitudes and prejudices
aganist women are marginally
less today but there has been
a mind bogling increase In
crimes against women, espe-
cially in the urban areas.
Almost every day headlines
scream the sordid stories of
rape and kidnapping of school
girls. From March 1980 to
November 1983, 11,462
cases of molestation and
4,305 cases of rape were
reported. These represent
no more than a fraction of
the crimes committed, for
most women did not want
their cases reported.

mate in the
but in the urban areas the
number of working women
has increased subtantially. It
is estimated that 75 percent
of the women in the organi-
sed sector continue to work
as scavengers and casual wor-
kers at the lowest rung of
the economic ladder. About
80 percent of women work-
ing In the Central govern-
ment are In the lowest paid
jobs.

Though women are con-
sidered more conscientious
and responsible workers, for
skilled and technical jobs
men are still preferred.
After the year-long textile
strike in Bombay the number
of women employed in the
textile industry  dropped

by

Usha Rai

No one is able to explain
this phenomenon of increasing
crimes against women, whe-
ther it is in the garb of
hooliganism during festivals,
eve-teasing on the public
transport system or the actual
igniting of a wife, who is
unable to improve her hus-
band’s materiai status.

" Is it due to the fact that
more such crimes are publi-
cised by the increasing tribe

of women journalists in the
media or Is this a part of
the urban milleu and the
frustrated male’s way of

showing his insecurity at the
changing tide of affairs?

Dr. Veena Mazumdar,
secretary of the first report
on the status of Indlan women
and president of the Centre
for women's Devolopment Stu-
dies, has pointed out that
in 1973 74 when the com-
mittee toured the country
and interviewed some 10,000

from 20 percent to five
per cent. The millowners
were reluctant to take back
women.

There has been a rather
slow but, growing awareness
among women that their
participations in the political
life of the country is vital
for the improvement of their
status. The percentage of
women voters in the Lok
Sabha polls was 46 64 per
cent. in 1980 it was 51.29
per cent. In the last elections
the difference between the

number of male and female
voters was just 6.40 per
cent.

The number of women
elected in the Lok Sabba in
1980 was 28. In a house

of 527 this Is indeed a very

“small representation. But the

heartening feature is that 142
women contested the polls.
Ironically it was in 1962
that women had the biggest

who begin their activism
under the general banner of
a political movement, begin
to develop some conciousness
regarding women's issues. On
the other hand  women
who begin activisim on wome-
n’s rights issues start to realise
at some stage that they
cannot bring about needed
changes  without  political
action.

Though India has a woman
Prime Minister, a woman
judge at the highest court
of appeal, six lakh women
teachers, 40,000 women
doctors and 18,000 women
scientists, the economic and
and social status of women
has improved only marginally.

In the big cities men are
demanding  working wives
but are still not prepared to
share household duties and
responsibilitles. The result
is that most working women
work a double shift:+ one In
the home and the other in
the office. They are acknow-
ledged to be smarter and
more outgoing but many
girls have to submissively
hand over their wages to
their husbands or mothers-in-
iaw.

Unlike in the West, where
the posts of salesgirls, recep-
tionists and typists invariably
go to women, in India they
must still compete for them
with men.

Hundred days

In fact there has been a
steady decline in women's
employment between 1961
and 1981. They have lost
traditional occupations as a
result of changes which have
transferred productive acti-
vity from homes and cottages
to factories and machines.

Consclous and unconcious
blases of employers operate

(Continued on page 9)
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OWL T Q_ LK ' by Somasundaram e starve than go on bended
LETTERS knees to politicians to seek
Val‘lhlaSIngam S o ‘ ol their patronage to obrain
ST jobs, for which they are
: qualified In every respect.
Two old owls X and Y anywhere Iin the world. How X: |am still puzzled. M. P’s CHITS This system has already
bought a copy of the SAT- can he say that! Y: You recall the ancient : led to various malpractices.
URDAY REVIEW of 4th Au- Y: Whar Is his name? Tamii saying: ‘‘Beating a sna- |Editor,
gust. X, who was the younger X: KANAGASABAI. ke already killed”’.  There |SATURDAY REVIEW E.S.R.M. Perumal
of the two, turned over the Y: Tut, Tut. Kanggasabai is are people who relish their lt is high time the per- Moratuwa.
pages and was attracted by the abode of the Ominisci- prowess in beating a snake | ..i0.¢ system of req'ulring :
the full-page headline ““SR ent Lord Shiva in Chitham- that is already killed; it persons seeking employment CONGRATS
HIDES THE. TRUTH' on the baram. Hence Kanagasabai cannot raise its head and : I
page for letters and began signifies omniscience. He sting. z:e" :le)::encti?/e P':hl:: n :;:n"; The Edlltor;{ e
reading aloud while Y liste- knows what s in every X: Aithough he argues vi- away with. Sedhue .
ned partly in a state of newspaper anywhere in the gorously against Separation, he It is very heartening to
afternoon slumber. After world and what is the truth does not make any reference What is the position of .., thae the United Religi-

reading through the | letter
and noticing that Y has not
followed the letter fully X
began to raise questions. The
ensuing conversation between

the two owls is reproduced
below.
X: Why is this letter In

support of the special cen-
sorship of SATURDAY RE-
VIEW?

Y: Is there a possible va-
cancy In the Department of
the Censor?

X: | have not seen any
advertisement.
Y: What a baby you are!

fou must get fully qualified
before a vacancy Is adverti-
sed. Creation of a post de-
pends on the availability of
a suitable man.

¥
X: He accuses the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW of not reve-
aling the truth and observes
that the real truth never
. comes out [n any newspaper

without even batting an eye-
lid. He is omniscient.

X: He is repeatedly refer-
ring to the Separationist De-
mand and says that it is
economically  suicidal. s
there not the Sixth Amend-
ment to the Constitution
which debars any taik of

" Separation.

Y: The Sixth Amendment
only debars talk in support
of Separation. It is not

concerned with any talk aga-
inst Separation. It has killed
all talk in support of Sepa-
ration.

X: | am puzzled. One need
talk against Separation if only
some one talks in support
of Separation.

Y: That is the great achie-

jvement of the Sixth Amend-
‘ment.

It enables people to
propagate  against Separa-
tlon within fear of a retort
or reply.

Indian Women Fight...

(Continucd from page 8)

against their recruitment In
various occupations.

The power structure in
traditionzl families and com-
munities prevents them from
seeking and obtaining adequ-
ate attention outside employ-

ment and thereby securing
independent  incomes  and
status.

Census reports show that
wornen's employment drop-
ped from 28 percent in
196 | and comprised 21 per
cent in 1981. The last census
also introduced the concept
of marginal workers or those
who worked 100 days ina
year; the overwhelming majo-
rity were women. The result
the improvement in female
employment in the urban
areas has been nullified by
its decline in rural areas.

The Government Is fully
aware of the fall in women's
employment and a concerted
effort Is being made not only
to improve the standard of
women's . education but to

provide them with technica
training so that they can tzke
up, skilled jobs in factories.

The Government's policy
shows a shift from marginal

help for destitute women to’

pushing them into the main-
stream of development.

The Ministries of Labour
and Social Welfare have
identified new avenues of
better paid employment for
women. A sum of Rs. | core
has been set aside to give
funds to various public sector
organisations for  starting
training programmes for wo-
men In electronics, match-
making units, furnirure design
and manufacture and in the
leather industry. In the urban
areas special courses Iin bank-
ing are being run exclusively

for women so that they have |

better chances in their field.

Even domestics are being
trained so that they get
better jobs.

(Courtesy The Times of

India)

’

to the TULF which sought for
and secured the mandate at
the 1977 General Elections
for a Separate State.

Y: Probably he is in the same
both as the TULF.

X: He says ?hat the laffna
man Is crafty, cunning and
selfish and that he has many
despicable traits?

Y: What is his address?

X: Chunnakam.

Y: That is it. He is not a
Jaffna man He is a Chunna-
kam man.

X: By the way, have you
heard of the encounter bet-
ween a senior Tamil Q. C.
and the Station Master at
Kankesanturai?

X: No. | have not heard.
What s that?

Y: This Q. C. and his family
came from Colombo with
tickets booked for Jaffna but
decided to go to K.KS. At
K K.S., the S. M. demanded
the payment of excess fare.
The Q. C. held the Tickets
in his outstretched hand and
asked the S M. whether it
was not the Ceylon Govern-

ment Railway. . The S. M.
replied in the affirmative.
Then the Q. C. quipped:

‘Where in Ceylon is KK §.2”
S

Q C.: Tnen what the
dickens do you mean by de
manding excess fare?  KKS
is in Jaffna; my tickets are
for Jaffna.

x

X: He makes a terrific cri-
ticlsm of Mr. Shanmugathasan.
Y: For that you must ask
Mr. Shanmugathasan as to
how he managed to eara the
letter writer's enmity. | am
not omniscient. :

*

X: He makes mention of
Dr. Ven. Hevanpola Ratnasara
Thero but  he makes no
point In that connection.

Y: Don’t you know the
principle of the RAMANAMA
M.ntram? You merely pro-
nounce the name RAMA
and you gain merit. Perhaps
the letter writer thinks that

In Jaffna.

‘methods

aperson who has no political
offiliations, who belongs to
no particular political party,
whose only . interest . is to
get on with the job. s
this man, who is a patrio-
tic citizen, anxicus to {serve
his country, to be discrimi-
nated against?

Are only political suppor-

 ters eligible for jobs? There
‘are men who would rather

if he mentions the nam®

of the Thero he gains merit’

X: He says that if the Sinha-
lese bullt a Viharain Tamil
areas It is described as imperi-
alism and that there are Hindu
temples In Sinhala areas?
Y: Sinhalese drivers of omni
buses and motor vans deco-
rate the Giass panel in front
of them with pictures of
Hindu deities. | suppose that
is Hindu Imperialism.

*
X: He says that we might
be swallowed by Tamil Nadu
and that even now Indian
businessmen continue to drain
our resources by deavious
and a union with
Tamil Nadu will seal our fate,
Y; You willi note that he
earlier said that there w:s
an old Tamil proverb caut-
ioning people not to trust
a stomach ache and an Indian.
That proverb has long for-
gotten but he is now trying
to revive it by accusing
Indian businessmen.

*
X: How is it that the letter
writer has touched with such
self - confidence on so many
toplcs?
Y: In psychology, there Iis
something calied complexes.
we are told of inferiority
complex, and such other com-
plexes. The writer of the
letter aiso suffers from some
such complexes.

X: What complex that might .

be?

Y: That is probably OMNI-
SCIENCE complex. Now do
not disturb me; | must have
my afternoon nap ...cr... rr...
chr..corr.here

ous Organistation (URO) made
a big breakthrough In the
present crisis of relationship,
understzanding, and communi-
cation which separate the
Tamils from the Sinhalese ¢ni
the North from the south.
Ven. Hevanpola Ratnasara
Nayake Thero and Rev. Fr.
Tissa Balasuriya and Rev. Fr.
Paul Caspersz and the other
religious digaitaries deserve
the credit of zll right thinking
people for the great pains
they under went to bring
about an island - wide recon-

. cillation.

The readers of SR would
have beaen glad to read the
news of this big breakthrough
by URO, in its weekly issue
of 23rd June, 1984.

Peace Is not a passive
movement but an active force
that brings about new think-
ing, new understanding, new
community building, breaking
down walls and barriers,

of caste, creed, race and
language. Peace is- an active
force that brings new life

to all who advocite the cause
of pezce and makes life to
overflow in its fulness to al|
who are receptive. Peace is
an active force found in
the hearts of people who
are free from hatred, envy,
jealousy and rancour, and
also in those who are

free from suspicion.

May the God of Peace
fill our land with a peace
that Is unending. He pro-

mises peace to all men
of goodwill. A will that is
good Is a wili that Is free

from jealousy, envy, hatred
and suspicion. Then all things
will be in common, for the
use of all, whether they be
in the North or in the South,
and they willall be children of
the same Motherland, Lanka.

Fr. Mathew G. E. Silva

Parish Priest
Boragas.
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No Global
Food Shortage

BRUSSELS : The Europe-
an Economic  Community’s
(EEC) food ald programme
has come under the fire of
‘‘Agra - Europe'’, the Brussels
based intelligence bulletin.

‘‘Agra- Europe’®, suggested
that the EEC could provide
more food aid and save money
by buying food on the open
market rather than subsidis-
dising their home produc:
tion.

It is only the existence
of EEC focd surpluses cost-
ing 30-50 per cent more
than  supplies available on the
world market, that has for-
ced the EEC to use these
surpluses for food aid com-
mented “‘Agra - Europe™.

The bulletin said that It
would be cheaper to scale
down the surpius and buy
elsewhere. There is no global
food shortage, according to
‘*Agra - Europe’’, but a pro-
blem of bad distribution.

Surplus in both the United
States and Europe is piling
up and there is no cash to
ensure that the surplus is
moved to areas of desperate
need.

With current world grain
production there is enough
to feed 1,000 million more
people than now inhabit the
world if oniy the surplus
could be moved to areas of
shortage, the bulletin sald.
(From*‘The Times, of India’"-
18thiuly 1984.)

TOO MANY

TOO CLOSE |

*‘The rapid spread of fa-
mily  planning has provided
evidence from almost every
country that birth - spacing
can indeed have a revolu-
tionary impact on maternal
and child health”” says Mr,
James Grant, Executive Di-
rector of UNICEF, in his
1984 report on the state of
the world’s children.

The report, which rein-
forces last year’s call for
urgent .action to halve infant
mortality rates in the deve-
loping world by the intro-
duction of four basic tech-
niques — oral  rehydration
therapy, growth monitoring.
expanded Immunization and
the promotion of breast-

“TAMILARAM”

A Volume of tributes
and reminiscences dedi-
cated to the memory
of FATHER THANI-
NAYAGAM.

Rs. 50/- per copy.

Available at:
SATURDAY REVIEW
OFFICE,

118, 4th Cross Street
JAFFNA.

feeding-aiso spells out th?
importance of ‘‘three Fs'’
food supplements for pre
gnant women, female educa-
tion and family spacing.

On this last priority, the
reports says studies in India,
Turkey, the Philippines and
Lebanon, for example, have
shown that Infant mortality
rates for babies born within
one year of a previous birth
are between two and four
times as high as for babies
born zfter an interval of
two years of more.

*'Empowering mothers with
the knowledge and the
means to Iincrease the inter-
val between births Is there-
fore a crucial contribution
which family planning can
make to health’”, the report
says.

But, It adds, studies in
both industraialized and de-
veloping countries have also
shown that * too many’’ can
almost as d:ngerous as ‘‘too
close’’. Research in China, E!
Salvador, Chile and Britain
showed that the first and
second child had a significantly
higher chance of survival than

- the fourth or fifty child. Infant

mortality rates in El Salvador
rose from around 60 per
1,000 for first born to 160
for the fifth and subsequent
children.

Births to women who are
younger than 20 or older
than 35 are also known to
increase the risks to both
mother and child.

Tatle

U. S. move
on the
Punjab

Washington: The govern-
ment of India has
concern over a move to hold
a hearing at the Capitol Hill
early this month on the situ-
ation in Punjab.

Some American legislators
have made it their business to
““fix responsibility’’ for what
happened in Punjab and to
‘find out’ how far the Govern-
ment of India Is to be blamed
for it.

The hearing was due to
begin on 7th August. It wili be
held by the South Asian and
Pacific sub committee of the
House foreign affairs com-
mittee. The sub -committee
is popularly known as the
‘Solarz  Committee’ being
named after its dynamic and
upcoming chairman.Mr.Stephen
Solarz of New York, who has
so far been rated as one of
the best friends of India in
the U. S. Congress. There s
an odd chance that the human
rights sub-committee may also
hold a separate hearing on
Punjab.

The Government of India
has made a formal repre:ent-
ation to the U. S. State De-
partment on the Issue.

According to a senior ad-
ministration source here the
State Department shares the
Indian view that the Punjab
situation or the demand for
“Khalistan*’ are matters to be
sorted out by the Indians
themselves and that the
American Congress ought not
to concern itself normally with
what is strictly a domestic
matter of another sovereign
country.

The State Department has
been asked to testify at the
hearlng. There are indicatlons
that the department will send
one of its senior officers to
take the stand that the agit-
aticni by the Sikhs in Punjab Is
an ‘“‘internal matter’* of India.

The Congressmen who have
sponsored the hearing — and
Mr. Solaz is one of them — have
been arguing that all that they
want to do Is to ‘educa‘e’
themselves on what actually
happened in Punjab aud why
*But this Is no education.
Nor Is It a process of infor-
mation.”” commented an ex-
pert on International law.

From ‘‘The Times of India’

I5th July 1984)

voiced ]

The Chineses Government
Is showing increased deter-
mination to implement its sin-
glechild famlly policy, recent
reports suggest. The policy
demands that only in excep-
tional circumstances should
couples have more than one
child
New provincial regulations
narrow the range of ‘‘excep:
tional circumstances’’ and the
emphasis now seems to be
less on discussing what the
goals .are than on the tech-
nical means to achieve those
goals: the intrauterine device
for women with one child,
sterilization for couples with
two children and abortion
for unapproved pregnancies.
In particular, the number of
sterilizations performed with-
in an administrative area is
now a criterion of its success
in family planning.

In the past year several
provincial administrations have
said that their main task In
family planning is to improve
further ligation and vasecto-
my werk. Administrative
areas at all levels have been
given quotas for the number
of sterilization operations
that should be performed
within their boundaries. Na-
tionally, the number of ste-
rilizations shows a big rise.
Last February alone, 2 month
of peak campaigning, an esti-
mated 8.86 million steriliza-
tion operations took place
In China. From Hebei pro-
vince it was reported that
1.77 million ligations and va-
sectomies, 85.9 per cent
of its annual quota, had been
perfomed by the end of
May.

During this dramatic in-
crease, family planning regu-

*
*
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China steps up one
child Campaign

lations have included several
references to ‘‘compulsory
sterilization”’. A question
much debated in the Wes-
tern press was whether these
references Indicate a new
degree of coercion in China’s
family planning programmes,
which already Incorporated
an extensive range of in-
centives and disincentives for
couples and family planning
officials as well as peer and
group pressure. Most of the
references to, and reports
of, compulsory sterilization

come from Guangdong pro-

vince in the South, which
has consistently lagged be-
hind the rest of the country,
its birth rate of 24.9° per
1,000 in 1982 being the
highest. Any official condo-
nement of compulsory steri-
lization there may reflect
a dilemma increasingly faced

by the Government.
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The Three Jacks

- “Man is more complex
than what it seems” Thus
wrote Mark Twain in his
best work—The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer—a book

rich in  humour. “How’s
that?” he was asked.
“Very simple: in an

adult there are three dif-

ferent men. Take, for
instance, any fellow. Let
us ‘call him Jack. In him

there is Jack, the First: the
man he thinks he is. Jack,
the Second: what others
think he is. Jack, the
Third: what he is in reality”

There is a lot of truth in
that.

Take Jack, the First:
one recognises him at once.
Hand a group photo to
him in which he is. The
first thing he looks for,
is that most handsome face
of his. He loves himself so
much that he prefers him-
self to others. In consequ-
ence, his love goes so far
as fo enlarge his merits and
excuse his faults. He is

like  the Greek gods, as
described by Homer.
They travelled around

the world, hidden from the

1934

g <

eyes of men in a cloud.
Indeed Jack, the First, has

a cloud in his eyes, which
hides from him his defects"
and faults. -

St. Francis of Sales said
about this type of men that
they accuse their neighbour
of small things, while they
excuse themselves of grave
things.” They are keen

- about their own rights, but

they desire that ~ others
should not insist on theirs.

In Jack, the Second:
there are two tendencies:
a great desire that men
should esteem him, so that
he feels sad and discouraged
when men ignore him, or
despise him. In general,
these dispositions in Jack,
the Second, are not so bad,
but he should be carcful
to see that they be ino-
derated. “Woe to you’—
the Lord said—“who want
to occupy the first places
in the synagogue....to be
greeted in the market place,.
to have all bow  before

2

you. ..

Such Jacks are very keen
on getting titles, conces-
sions, on having their

Divi Spirit
SATURDAY REVIEW’S Guest Reporter, P. S.
Chettiar, reports from Los Angeles on the opening of the

23rd Olympiad.

The Indivisible One be-
came the Many just for

SPORT! So says the great
mystic Aurobindo. From
the ancient Vedic  seers

down to Shakespeare (The
world is a stage in which
we are all players), the
evolution, maintenance and
involution is the play of

Natarajah, the Cosmic
Dancer. '
Watching the  opening

ceremony on T.V. the 23rd
Olympiad symbolized this
philosophy on a temporal
plane. I nearly cried out
of an indescribable emotion
when  Gold Medallist
Decathlon, Champion Jes-
sie Owen’s slim, young
daughter carried the Olym-

pic Torch into the arena

jam-packed with 90,000
people, among whom were
Olympic’s one time greats.
The President of  the
United States declared it
open with 13 words. The
last lap of the carrying of
the torch and igniting the

Olympic Flame was done

by Rafer Johnson,  the
American Negro, gold
medallist and decathlon
champion. He majestically

circled the arena, climbed
the steps and ignited the
Olympic flame. When he

stood motionless on  the
highest pedestal, his face
was calm, dignified and
heroic.

I wonder what past

memories and thoughts flit-
ted across his mind. When
he was later interviewed
over the T.V. he said that
words were inadequate to
describe his feelings at that
time: He ' ‘must . have
experienced the  divine
spirit of the Olympics. A
strange remark he made!
“Normally’, he said, “a
_strange  emotion,  spirit,
ecstasy pervade those pre-
sent at the closure of the
Olympics. “But this time”,
he said, “he was able to
sense it at' the beginning
itself™.

. master—Jack

T e

names in newspapers....
When in 1939 Hitler visited
Italy, he went also to
Florence. = The city was
beflagged with festoons and
displayed numberless slog-
ans glorifying the man.
Bargelini, the Mayor of the
city, said to the Cardinal
of Florence, Archbishop
Elias Della Costa: “You
see—Your Eminence, You
see?:

dinal replied—His destiny
already signed in Psalm
15 37,3580,

“l have seen the wicked
in his triumph towering like
a cedar of Lebanon, but
when next 1 passed, he was
not there. 1 looked for him
and he was nowhere to be

found.”

At times the “Woe” does
not come as a  violent
punishment, but only as a
mere human sneer. [t may
happen as with that don-
key that put on a lion’s skin.
All  were  commenting:

“What a lion!” Men and

animals alike ran away from
him. Unfortunately a
strong .gust of wind blew
and lifted up the skin, and
all saw the donkey: In a
moment they all fell upon
him and gave him a sound
beating.

Then Jack, the Third: by
profession he was a cook.
But this 1s told by Tolstoi.
On the threshold of. the
kitchen, dogs were crouch-
ing as they waited. Jack
killed a calf and threw iis
bowels into the courtyard.
The dogs devoured them
and said: ‘“What an excel-
lent cook Jack is! He
knows his job well!” Some
days later Jack cleaned peas,
potatoes and onions, and
threw the peels into the
courtyard. In a moment
the dogs were upon them,
but instantly turned away
their mouths in  disgust.
They said: “Something is
wrong now with the cook.
He is good for nothing”.
But Jack did not mind
what they were ~ saying
abqut him. Sl ase the
concluded—
who has to eat, not the
dogs. It is enough for me
to have the appreciation of
the master!”

Very good, Tolstoi! Well
said!

Now T ask myself:“What
is the taste of the Master?

Saturday Review

What does He like to find
in me?”’ '

One day whilst Jesus was
preaching, someone  told
Him: “Your mother and
Your brethren stand out-
side, seeking you”. Jesus
replied: “Who is my mother
and who are my brethren?
And .stretching forth  his
hand towards His disciples
He said: “Behold my mother

i fiors & and my brethren! Whoso-
“Don’t worry—the Car-™

ever shall do the will of
my Father who is in heaven
he is my brother, my sister,
and my mother.” (Mat. 12,
47-50)..

11

See then what Jesus likes:
the one who does God’s
hely will, moment by mo-
ment.  Jesus is ~ pleased
when we pray to Him..
“Thy will be done; but He
is NOT pleased when our
prayer is a pretext for
avoiding some good work.
“Why do you- call me,
Lord, -and then you do not
what [ command you?”

If it happens to you to
think of these three Jacks,
keep an eye on the Jack,
the Third: the one who is
loved by God because he
does always God’s holy
will.

(LG)
(Courtesy: Don Bosco’s Ma-
donna, Bombay, August 1984)

Devolution: Crux

(Continued from Page 2)

that are living in the diffe-
rent provinces of the whole
country.

The third equally im-
portant aspect of this matter
is Development: Economic,
Cultural, Social, Education-
al, Health and all other
branches of human activi-
ties in the region will receive
closer attention. When we
look at the development set-
up in the country today, we
find that except the Maha-
veli Scheme, whatever deve-
lopment there is, is concent-
rated mostly in the Western
provice. Provinces like Uva,
Sabaragamuwa, North Cent-
ral, Eastern and Northern
provinces are more or less
backward without a hope

of early solution of their

several problems. Provin-
cial legislatures and execu-

tives would be compelled to
concentrate on their own
problems and seek solutions
to their needs of ‘develop-
ment. Thus in the provin-
cial solution are contained
the seeds of effective’ and

. positive solutions and above

all of uniform development
in the entire country.

Some people have fears
that creation of provinces
would lead to divisive tend-
encies in the country. On
the contrary I feel that the
principle of ‘“‘unity in diver-
sity”’ is a much surer way of
keeping the country united
and take it on to the path of
uniform development.
When I am referring to
diversity, it is not only com-
munal, racial or religious
diversity but also - diversity
in development and pro-

gress.

WORDS OF WISDOM

For a democracy, we re-
quire freedom of thought
and expression. This de-
mands respect for minority
opinion.

—Dr. S. 'Radhakrishnan

In a democracy, changes
are made by mutual discus-

sion and persuasion and not
by violent means.

—Jawaharlal Nehru

Democracy is not a state
in which people act like
sheep; under democracy,
individual liberty of opinion

and action
guarded.
—Mahatma Gandhi

is jealously

Democracy means tole-
rance: tolerance not merely
of those who agree with us
but of those who do not
agree with us.

—Jawaharlal Nehru

Democracy means more
than popular -government
and majority rule, much
more than a system of poli-
tical techniques to flatter
or deceive powerful blocs
of voters.

; —John F. Kennedy
(Collected by Jupiter)
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News Briefs

Only prop

Only Pakistan supported
Sri Lanka’s stand when the
UN Sub-Committee - on
Human Rights, meeiing in
Geneva this week, discussed
allegations of human rights
violations in the country.

RTC on 2lst

The Round Table Con-
ference, which was recon-
vened on 17th August
after an interval of 25 days,
again adjourned for 2lst
August after a plenary
session of 25 minutes.

Army move out

Army personnel who
were stationed at Ranee
Theatre opposite the Main
Bus Terminal for the last
few days have vacated the
place. A complaint was
made that their presence in
the heart of the town had
created a certamn amount of
tension.

Annual Festivals

The Annual Festival of
the Sri Perumal Kovil,
Ponnalai, commenced with
the flag hoisting ceremony
on 4.8.84 and will continue
till 22.8.84.

The Annual Feast of Our
Lady of Madhu was celebr-
ated on 15.8.84. All arrange-
ments for the Feast were
made by Rev. Fr. J.P. Theva-
raja. Last year this Feast
was not held on account of
the disturbances. The July
Feast of Our Lady of Madhu
on 2.7.84 was Wwell attended
by devotees.

Bury Rubbish

The Sanitary and Health
Branch of the Jaffna Muni-
cipal Council has requested
all residents to bury
their rubbish, at (home, as
scavenging labourers were
unable to get about on
account of the prevailing
tension. -

People Quit Homes

In Mannar and Adampan
areas, many people have left
their dwellings on account
of untoward  happenings
during the last few days.

Last Journey

The last rites of Alli-
kumaran Anandan = who
collapsed and died while
attempting to swim the Eng-
lish Channel were held in
London.

Present at the ceremonies
were his mother, wife and
two children, brother and
sister and many Sri Lankan
Tamils.

An inquest into the cause
of his death will be held on
6.9.84.

Fishermen’s Appeal
The Fishermen of Mat-

hagal have made an appeal

to the Minister of Fisheries,

Festus Perera, to ensure
that they continue  their
fishing operations  which

have been disrupted since
4.8.84.

They have stated that on
account of harassment by
security personnel on the
beaches, they havebeen com-
pelled to beach their fishing

crafts. They have requested -

that sufficient” security be
provided to continue their
fishing operations to eke out
their livelihood.

Elevated Status

St. Xavier’s College, Man-
nar, has been raised to the
status of a Madhya Maha
Vidiyalayam.

Chunnakam

After the incidents of the
last 10 days Chunnakam is
gradually  returning to
normal. The Market, shops
and other establishments
are being opened and the
people are generally getting
about their business.

o s ir—
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Lalith

The Minister of National Security

18th August 1984

‘shells’

Bishop

Lalith Athulathmudali said on Tuesday

that the Bishop of Jaffna, the Rt. Rev. Dr. B. Deogupillai, had ‘‘a lot of conmections
with The Boys’’ and that more information would be made public shortly.

The Minister made this observation in reference to a Reuter report which had

quoted the Bishop as saying

were militants fighting for a cause.

The Bishop was also re-
ported to have said that the
danger was not from the
people but from the Army.

Mr. Athulathmudali com-
menting on the Bishop’s
sympathies, said the Bishop
would have better know-
ledge of “the Boys”. ®

‘“He had written to the
‘Tamil Times’ and said that
the attack on the Buddhist
Temple and a Sinhala school
in the North was a natural
reaction of “the Boys”.

Commenting on increas-
ed terrorist activity i the
North, the Minister said
that there were attacks on
the Kayts and  Valvetti-
turai Police Stations in the

early hours of
morning.

Tuesday

“The Kayts Police station
was attacked and the Police

fired back. The terrorists
withdrew. There were no
casualties on the terro-
rists side. The attack lasted

15 minutes. They attacked
with bombs and guns”, he
said.

The attack on the Val-
vettiturai station, Mr. Athu-
lathmudali said, lasted 45
minutes and there, too, with
no casualties among the
Armed forces.

The Minister said the
latest investigations reveal-
ed that no bodies were
found at the Chunnakam

that he could not condemn ‘The Boys” because they

Police station. which had
been attacked in August.
He said that if there were
any, the terrorists would
have removed them.

He added that investiga—
tions had shown that no Ser—
vice personnel were involved
in the incident at Mannar

where several shops were
burnt.
Note by the Editor:

‘Fon  put " the “Tecord
straight, what the

Bishop had said in his state-
ment to the Tamil Times
(as corroboratedin a letter in
The Island on 9th August)
was that the attack was a
“spontaneous and natural
reaction from the people in

general” and not of “the
boys” as stated by the
Minister.

Chunnakam: |
‘Wild Allegation’

The Armed Services and
the Police were kept out of
operation to extricate bodies
believed to have been buried
within  the Chunnakam
Police Station with good
reason, the Minister of
National Security Mr. La-

lith Athulathmudali  told
the press on 15th August,
(according to the  Daily

News.)

He said that no sooner v

had the expiosion occurred
on Saturday evening 11th
August, reducing the
Police Station to ruins than
the “‘terrorist press’ levelled
“all sorts of wild accusa-
tions’” at the services. The
explosives which went off

were alleged to have been.

left behind by the police,
together with a number of
prisoners.

In order that an impar-
tial version of what had act-
ually - happened could be
made dvailable, the Assist-
ant Government Agent of
the District (a Tamil) super-
vised by the Government
Agent, was requested to con-
duct  the _ operation.

Their report was that no
evidence of what had been
alleged had been found.

“The usual pattern of ter-
rorist behaviour after a
Police Station had been eva-

cuated was to go into it with

. bottles of liquor to celebrate.

“It was possible that the
explosives they had taken in
to blow up the police station
had gone off while they were
enjoying * themselves”,
the Minister said.

HOW ABOUT VVT?

All buildings in Mannar
damaged by fire last week
will be rebuilt by the Govern-
ment at state expense, re-
gardless of who was respon-
sible, the Munister of Nat-
ional Security, Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali said on 15th
August.

The Minister said reports
were being awaited by the
Government on who was
responsible for the holo-
caust in which several shops
in the town were destroyed.

Mr. Athulathmudali,
who was speaking' to the
press, announced that two
mquirers, the Minister of
Transport, Mr. M. H.
Mohamed and the District

Minister for Mannar, Mr.
M. E. H. Mahroof, were at
the spot on 16th August
and were expected to submit
their reports soon.

The ‘“‘severest  action”
would be taken against any
members of the Armed Ser-
vices who were found to .
have been responsible, the
Minister repeated. ““There
will be no effort to cover up
a tragedy such as this”.

Meanwhile, the Minister
announced  that - similar
incidents were reported from
Silavaturai and Murunkan,
where buildings had been
set on fire.

Daily News, 16th August
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