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EASY, RIDER

might mean.

President Jayewardenc seems to be signalling to
everyone that itis he — and not National Security Minister
Lalith Athulathmudali — who is in the saddle when it
comes to deciding on strategies for a final solution to
the ethnic problem.

Lalith when he was in America recently was reported
to have said the third phase of <Operation Liberation’
would be a limited military operation — whatever that

EarlierLalith had announced here that the third phase—

and he didn't mean
deal a knock-out blow to
course he used the term ‘terrorists’).

India’sOptions And

Lanka’

Our options will depend on Lanka’s
directions.

This was Indian Premier Rajiv Ga-
ndhi’s terse, somewhat cryptic obser-
vation at a luncheon meeting hosted
by the Indian Association of Foreign
Affairs Correspondents.

He was replying to a question about
__India’s options if Sri Lanka was not
- "interested in a negotiated political setts
lement of the ethnic conflict.

The question — and - answei session
was telecast by Doordharsan on Monday
night (29th June) — the day President
J.R.Jayewardene met his National Se-
curity Conncil to discuss the launch~
ing of the third—and final—phase of
‘Operation Liberation’ in the Jaffna
Peninsula.

On TV, Rajiv looked not only Mr,
Clean but also Mr. Cool. He was
unflappable and deftly parried the
sharp. probing questions.

background of
militants

After tracing the
Indian efforts to bring the

S

and the Sri Lankan Government to
the negotiating table, Rajiv said <“It’s
up to Sri Lanka to decide whether
it wants a negotiated political settle-
ment of the ethmic conflict. The ball
is in Lanka’s court.”

Rajiv noted that following the No-
vember 1986 visit by President Jaye-
wardene, the December 19 proposals
were evolved for purposes of negotia-
tion—in fact, he said, these proposals
go back 7 months earlier.

After some tacking and confusion—
characteristic of Sri Lanka’s policy en
this issue—Sri Lavka had eventually
consented to the package being
basis for megotiations.

The launching of the military off-
ensive in the Jaffna Peninsula made
it difficult for India to pursue its eff-
orts to bring about negotiations, Rajiv
said,

For the last two and a half years,
he pointed cuot, India had tried to
help in evolving a negotiated politi-
cal settlement. But there’s some con-

“Why The Hold-Ups?

For the last few weeks, passengers
have been made to ceol their heels
at the Elephant Pass and Paranthan
check-points, sometimes for as long
as three hours or more.

This undue delay is causing great
inconvenience to passengers, parti-
cularly those travelling to Mullaitivu,
Kilinochchi, Vavuniya and Colombo.

The hold-up at‘these check-points
jnvariably means that . Colombo-
bound commuters hoping to catch
the 12.40 p. m. train at Vavuniya

miss it This means an enforced
overnight stay at Vavuniya.

Private buses to Colombo reach
their destination around midnight
after a 20 - hour run. Normally it

would take about 12 hours.

Will someone in authority do some-
thing about this?

When there was a similar situ-
ation in December 1986 and January
1987,representations were made toGe-
neral Cyril Ranatunge who took pro-
mpt uction to see that commuters
were quickly passed through the
check-points.

the &
-,

Directions

fusion about the directions Sri Lanka
is moving in, on the issue. It was
up to Colombo to come up with new
ideas and new initiatives so that the
dialogue on amegotlated political set-
tlement could start again.

Rajiv strongly defended the air-drop
of relief supplies in the Jaffna Pen-
insula: it was India’s response to a
situation that demanded humanitarian
relief. He rejected the suggestion that
Operation Poomalai had  damaged

(Continued on page 8)

a limited operation — would

the Tamil militants (of

Oa Monday (29th June) when
National Security Council met,
President ordered the Forces to be
ready to execute the 3rd stage at
any time. News reports do hot indi-
cate that this will be a limited oper-
ation. On the contrary, the sky seemg
to be the limit. Five Brigadiers -
Panjapandavar—have been put  in
charge. Indications are that it will
be a full - fledged assault designed
to crush Tamil militancy. To hell
with civilians. The final solution.
Hitler had one too: The end-result?
The emergence of the State of Is-
rael.

the
the

SL’s Complaint

Sri Lanka has complained to the
International Civil Aviation Council
that - Indian aircraft have: vio-
lated Sri Lanka’s air space.

The complaint refers to the midian
aijrcraft that dropped relief sup-
plies in the Jaffna Peninsula.

An inquiry is to be held.

Mr. Gamini Navaratne,

Editor, SATURDAY REVIEW,
118, 4th Cross Street,

P,0. Box 122, Jaffna

Dear Editor,

ral statements

on me.

in public or in private.

The article states that

this letter.

24 th June 1987

; APOLOGY

Your newspaper of 13th June 1987, has an article on its’
page titled “ANURA’S BLOOD THIRSTINESS”’ attributing to me seve-
which are incorrect and blatantly false.
taken these statements from some unnamed ‘‘local Tamil
and on the wrong assumption that I had made them you have irres-

ponsibly proceeded to make utterly wild, abusive and personal attacks
I have not made any of the “statements® attributed to me either

“no blood transfusion’ ‘‘can save Anura®’.
Many consider it a compliment coming from a newspaper that has
shamelessly and openly supported the blood-thirsty terrorist murderers.

I hope you will have the courage to publish the full contents of

NOTE BY THE EDITOR: The SATURDAY REVIEW apologises to
Mr. Anura Bandaranaike for the publication of the article.

8th

You have
daily”

 Yours Faithfully,
Anura Bandaranaike, M.P.
Leader of the Opposition.
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THE INDIAN INTERLUDE

In the last four years Ceylon has
witnessed several diplomatic events,
unique in the history of diplomacy.
Strangest amongst these was the
cavalcade of Indian officials, led by
Puri and Gupta from KKS to Jaffna,
People of all ages forgot their lines,

and fror. a babel of voices the one

message, often unspoken that came
out cleariy was, “India, save us!”
This was a message from the hearts
of multitudes, which no amount of
ritual could subdue. Crowds Kiss-
ed vehicles which carried relief sup-
plies. Others broke down in tears.
Recent cvents had made clear that

they were helpless against the Sri Lan—-
kan onslaught. The Indian officials

were being welcomed as liberators
even without any Indian military pre-
sence, and with the sanction of the
Sri Lankan government which had
received these officials. Such is the
irony resulting from Government po-
licies towards Tamils since 1983.

India has been accused of hy-
pocrisy in its expressed concern for
the Tamils by Sinhalese as well as
by Tamils. Sinhalese have ‘accused
India of harbouring motives of sub-
jugating Sri Lanka. Tamils have
asked, “why this special treatment
for Jaffna? what was India doing
when Tamils were being mauled in
the East and in Mannar ?** A part of
the answer, I think, lies in the pu-

g blicly expressed attitudes of organi-
“%:ed opinion in Jaffna. We

were
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EMBRANCE

Demise
04-01-87

SON AND DARLING BROTHER
RAVINDRAN

SIVAM

Six months ago you gave us immense

shock and plunged.us in deep sorrow.

Such a cruel blow of fate that stuaned us all

as death took our dearly beloved brother away.
Though your lovable voice and smil:

cannot be heard or seen it looms fresh

every moment in the depths of our hearts dear son.
At every turn a memory clicks of one

we ‘loved but could not keep.

And if memories could build a lane

we would walk down that and bring you back
again. Oh God, help us to bear this great sorrow.

Almighty God please give eternal rest and comfort him in the shadow
of thy wings. Fondly -remembered and sadly missed by your loving
Daddy, Mummy, Sisters and Brother-in-Law.

36, Thombai Street, Uduvil East, Chunnakam.
w

close to saying that we did not want
India, notwithstanding events outside
Jaffna.

Following the air - dropping of
Indian relief, faces in Jaffna which
were fear-ridden, began exchanging
smiles. Many who fled Jatfna in fear
returned with a newly rediscovered
bravado. A similar vacillation of op-
inion from peace to war can be
seen in the south everytime Mr.
Athulathmudali returns from Pakistan
or the USA raising hopes of crush-
ing the Tamils militarily. Judging by
messages coming from friends in the
South, the dominant emotion there
is a cringing fear of an Indian invas-
jon. Colombo was awash with boo-
ze parties when on the 3cd June
Indian fishing vessels bringing aid to
Tamils turned back. In less than 24
hours India responded with a five
thousand year leap in technology.
Besides the Antonov transports dro-
pping supplies supersonic Mirages
did aerobatic runs over Sri Lankan
military bases. Jaffna - folk gleefully
exchanged stories, real or imagined,
about Sri Lankan Forces scamper—
ing mto “bunkers’’—something they
had themselves done regularly when
Sri Lankan bombers were overhead.
INDIA’S CONTRIBUTION

Practitioners - of diplomacy norm-
ally treat it as a trade that has little
to do with morality. It is for this
reason that they become annoyed
with India’s persistent use of moral
categories, a legacy which they at—
tribute to Gandhi and Nehru. This
I think misses the point. As a great
power India may see its functions
as being similar to those of other
great powers. But it is an imper—
ative of Indian policy makers that
where possible the form of action
should be non-violent. India could
have acted along more {iraditional
lines by sinking a few Sri Lankan
navalcraft or bombing Sri Lankan
bases. By acting as it did, loss of
life, both Sinhalese and Tamil, was

avoided. An ultimate humiliation of

the Sri Lankan state was also
avoided. What has been achieved
is- a  respite, during which

both sides to the conflict can re-

— Rajan Hoole

think their courses without undue
loss of dignity. Take away the hy-
perbole and the hypocrisy that are
inseparable from human affairs, and
there remains a core of good that
the Gandhi-Nehru legacy has con-
tributed to the world of diplomacy.
Tamils should not be deceived into
thinking that they have been spar-
ed the obligation of seeking recon-
ciliation with the Sinhalese. They are
going to be our neighbours, for bet«
ter or for worse.

In the meantime the Colombo press
has been accusing India of forcing
food on Tamils here while many of
its own people are starving. Promi-
nently featured in the Week-end and
the Island is an article about a starv-

ing group of Tribals and Harijans

in Kalahandi, in Orissa. All this
may do some good to the people
of Kalahandi. It is also well tore-
member that this exposure is taken
from the Illustrated Weekly of India.
This humanitarian concern of the
Indian press has been largely absent
in Ceylon. The press in Ceylon has
failed to report on the considerabls
sufferings of the Tamils, many of
whom enjoyed intimate connections
with influential circles in the south,
in schools. in the professions and
in churches. We msy thus humbly
congratulate India on maintaining-
in a state of reasonable health the
triple institutions of the elected le-
gislature, the free press, and thein
dependent judiciary, on which depend
our freedoms and our liberties.

Firing From The Fort

7 civilians, including a women,
were injured by firing from the Jaffna
Fort on 30th June.- There was in-
termittent firing and shelling from
morning. The injured were Sebam-
alai Parimalar (53), Mahendran Rajan
(20), Albert (20) all of Gurunagar.
The others who were injured were
Nahar Gnanapandithar (35), Usacius
(19), Arumugam Pathmanathan and
S.Gandhi (20).

J

NO WASHING OR CLEANING. APPLY THE
CREAM. IT WILL CLEAN COMPLETELY.
WOUND DRESSING & FOR ALL SKIN DISEASES,
PIMPLES, PRICKLY HEAT, BILE CRACK, DRY SKIN,
ITCH, ECZEMA, ETC. GERMAN FORMULA. AVAI-
LABLE AT ALL CHEMISTS & STORES. :

TOP
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C. P. Srivastava

Indian First Secretary Puri and Capt. Gupta

e Medicine packs being loaded into forries | oy

M. Lionel Fernando, Civil Coardinating Officer of the Jaffna
District, Sri Lanka Red Cross officials and Colombe media {§
men watch the unloading of thej{relief isupplies.§3

Mr. Puri chats to JaffnaiRed Cross President
Mr. Balasubramaniam

= : Medical Supdt. Dr. S. Nachchinarkiniar, chats

The crowd at Tellipallai waiting to greet the Indian High Commission officials and the with Indian Red Cross officials
Indian Red Cross representatives Pix:  Courtesy, UTHAYAN
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Respite For Lanka's Tamils:
\ew Delhr Must Reoam Imtiative

The following commentary appeared
in ““The Times of India” on 12th June:

Having achieved its present obj-
ectives in the Jaffna peninsula, where
it now controls over 40 per cent of
the land area, Colombo has announ-
ced its readiness to resume peace
talks. The Sri Lanka National Security
Minister, Mr.Lalith Athulathmudali,
has said: “While the consultation
process goes on there will still be
time for peace initiatives if anyone
wants, and we will try for peace
talks””. He has also denied that the
Sri Lankan Army had any intention

of capturing Jaffna town, which the

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), the main militant group,
still commands. “There is no plan to
take the town. There never was”’,
Mr. Athulathmudali says. “You can’t,
You can take the territory, but you
have to consolidate and we do not
have enough troops to do everyth-
Ing at once”.

It is an eloquent comment on the
alienation of the Tamil minority
from the Sri Lankan Government
and the Sinhalese majority it is seen
by the Tamils to represent that Co-
lombo has to refrain from reestabli-
shing its writ in Jaffna for fear
that any attempt to do so would
only reinforce that alienation.

Relief Supplies

It is over a week since New De-
lhi airdropped relief supplies over
the hard-pressed population of the
Jaftna peninsula. That action, how-
ever, did not deter Colombo from
pursuing its military plan. Whether
the present halt in its operations is
permanent or only a breather until
it feels the time is right to renew
them will soon become clear. The
officer in charge of the onslaught,
General Cyril Ranatunge, has said:
<] have suspended the operations’’.
The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister,
Mr.S.Hameed, hasalso said that the
suspension is only for one-and-a-
half months.

It may well be that, but for the
forcefully delivered message New
Delhi sent Colombo on 4th June
the latter might have intensified and
prolonged its offensive. If that is the
case, then its belicosity, directed at

the Tamil minority, has been con-
tained for the time being. Certainly,
it was immediately after India’s ac—
tion that Colombo made conciliato-
ry gestures to those on whom it
was until then raining death, terror
and destruction.

The question now is whether Col-
ombo is interested in not merely re-
suming megotiations but in doing so
under Indian mediation and with
New Delhi playing the role it did
at the time the 19th December pro-
posals were formulated. Colombo has
been trying to involve other countries,
both within the region and without,
in seeking a resolution of its ethnic
conflict.

Within the region, both Banglade-
sh and Nepal have shown some in-
terest in playing the mediator’s role
between India and Sri Lanka—as if
the conflict were between them, and
not between the Tamil minority and
Colombo. And it is thanks to Col-

ations will invite Indian intervention.
Colombo should be left in no doubt
about that.

Colombo has been making out
that New Delhi’s mission on 4th June
has damaged New Delhi’s credibility
as a non-partisan mediator. If any-
thing, New Delhi’s action has shown
that it is not prepared to allow all
that it has worked over four years
to accomplish to be liquidated on the
battlefield because Colombo has de-
cided to throw in the negotiations
towel. As for New Delhi being able
to ‘‘deliver’” the militants to the
table, its capacity to do that has
been enhanced by the 4th June mjssion
sinee it has demonstrated to the Ta-
mil minority that New Delhi will
not allow it to be decimated by the
Sri Lankan Army.

Role Of TULF

In any event, details about who
should represent the Tamils can be

by

A. S. Abraham

ombo’s decision to exercise the mi-
litary option that the militants now
have much wider support among the
Tamils than ever before. The attempt’
to use SAARC asa forumto cen-
sure India also bespeaks Colombo’s
attempt to bring more parties into
resolving the conflict.

Outside the region, Britain, the
Commonwealth, or even the UN.
may be sought to be involved. Tho-
ugh Colombo appears to have given
up for the time being trying to put
India in the UN dock, it could try
to do so again at an appropriate time.

Sinee Mr. Athulathmudali has said
that the Sri Lanka Government is
ready for peace talks, New Delhi
should seize the initiative by asking
Colombo to undertake not to resume
its offensive and to renew the nego-
tiations under New Delhi’s auspices.
In the light of its past experience
with Colombo, New Delhi must
emphasise that this time there can be
no going back on what is settled at
the table, Nor can follow-up action
on mutually-agreed proposals be de-

layed indefinitely. ‘And, howeverin- -

fructuous the talks might seem to
be, the resumption of military oper-

*LF) will be

settled once Colombo makes it plain
that it is genuinely interested in re-
suming negotiations and that it con-
tinues to rely on New Delhi to me-
diate a solution. It is quite likely
that, after the suffering the Tamil
people have been through, the mili~
tants will bein a stronger position
than ever and that the moderate
Tamil United Liberation Front (TU-
further marginalised.
After all, it is Colombo’s intransi-
gence that has been largely instru-
mental in hardening Tamil positions
to the advantage of the militants and
at the TULF’s cost. Nevertheless,

there is every reasonfor New Delhi

to try and give the TULF an imp-
ortant role in any fresh talks. The
sooner these can begin, the better.

New Delhi cannot overlook the
possibility that Colombo may again
engage in negotiations only to draw
them out as much as possible while
it strengthens its defences, military
and diplomatic. Following the June
mission, it has already spoken of
approaching Pakistan to help it build
an air security system. There are
other countries, in the region and

outside it, who would be only too
willing to help, What could be a

better check on Indian “‘expansionism’
than a string of small but power-
fully armed neighbouring states which
whatever their own ditferences, wou-
Id be united in wanting to contain
Indian ‘hegemony®’?

To guard against being taken for
a ride a second time by Colombo,
it would be advisable for New Del-
hi to lay down a time-table should
fresh talks based on the 19th Dece-
mber proposals begin. There should
be a deadline, and an agreement that
concedes a fair measure of autonomy
to the Tamils while yet preserving
Sri Lanka’s integrity must be ham-
mered out within it. It should also
Include speoific follow-up measures.

Following Sri Lanka’s military
offensive, President Jayewardene will
be ina much stronger domestic posi-
tion. He has now placated the hard-
liners, including his Prime Minister
Mr.Premadasa, and the Buddhist cl-
erics. He can now afford to take
bigger political risks and make gre-
ater political concessions to the Ta-
mil minority than hitherto. Corres-
pondingly, the militants are likely to
be mere amenable to New Belhi’s
influence than earlier. And to the
extent New Delhi has more leverage
with the militants, the TULF will be
in a stronger position as well.

Will Sri Lanka go back to the
status quo ante as far as resuming
the political dialogue is concerned?
It may now feel that New Delhi sh-
ould not be the sole or even the
main mediator. It may have come
to believe that neighbouring countries
as well as some others beyond the
region which are friendly to it sho-
uld be associated with the negotia-
tions, New Delhi will have to make
strenuous efforts to resist any such
attempt to widen participation in the

search for a resolution of the conflict
beyond the three parties directly in—

volved—Colombo, Tamil representati-
ves, both militant groups like the
LTTE as well as the moderate TULF,
and New Delhi. The involvement of
other parties can only delay, even
obstruct, a settlement since each of
them will have its own interests to
further.

The ncxt few days will indicate
whether Mr. Athulathmudali’s state

(Continued-on page 7)
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FOR THE RECORD

22-6-87: Shelling on Sunday 22nd
June towards  Atchuvely at nine
in the morning and five in the evening
from the newly established mini camp
at Idaikadu damaged the Church of St

Josepb. Shelling from the Palaly camp
caused damages to. the Maha Vidya-

layam at Katuvan, TharmaSuthar(11),
Selva Chandra Devi (35) and Selvam
Vallipillai (68) suffered severe in-
juries and were admitted to Telli-
ppalai hospital.

23.6-87: On 22nd June two youths
were oycling along Nachimar Kovil
Road towards Ilakanawathai in
Uduppiddy area, when soldiers who
were crouching in the bushes by
the roadside fired at them. One of
them Selvam Jeyam (20) died on

the spot, the other attempted to es-
cape but the soldiers chased him

and fired at him. Tn the random
shooting 13 year old student Soma-
sundaram Susantha who was stand-
ing at the entrance ‘to her house
was struck by a bullet and died
instantaneously. Her sister who was
beside her was injured and admitted
to Manthikai hospital.

24-6-87: S. Kathiravelu (48) who
was fishing near the beach at Keeri-
malai was shot and killed by
soldiers. Two others who accom-

panied him had a lucky escape.
Kathirvelu’s body could not be re-

trieved from the beach. The three
fishermen had obtained prior per-
mission from the Security Forces
before setting out to fish.

A landmine explosion close to the
Valvettiturai Army camp claimed the
lives of a number of soldiers and
injured many others whilst wreck-
ing a truck In which they were
travelling. The Govt. Media Centre
admitting the incident reported that
one soldier died in the incident and
fourteen were injured.

In two separate incidents earlier
at Vadamarachchi, five soldiers were
killed and 15 seriously injured. On
2lst June soldiers in a search oper-

ation ran into a landmine. Four
soldiers were killed on the spet;
On the 23rd, on a similar

incident one soldier was killed and
fifteen were injured.

According to informed sources
nearly 2,250 members of the Security
Services were reported to have de-
serted during the last one and a
half years. Navy and Air force
personnel were also reported to have
secretly deserted. The authorities
are trying to trace their whereabouts,

25-6-87: Security Forces -moved
out of Thondamanaru and Valalai

camps and attempted to advance
towards Atchuvely but in a direct
confrontation with the militants they
were not able to make any headway,
in spite of shelling from both these
camps and helicopter cover. Two heli-
copters fired 50 calibre mortar shells
into civilian areas which caused the
death of one person Rasammah
Chelliah (60) and injured five others
S.Rahu (18), Ganesh (17), Albert (16),
Mahalingam (40) and Vijayan (30).
In this encounter the Batticaloa
District leader, Rasa Ponaampalam
also died.

26-6-87: Aid to Sri Lanka from
India in the form of 800 tons of
food items reached Kankesanthurai
harbour in the Vessel ‘Island Pride’.
The local officials headed by the
Government Agent, M. Punchalingam

and the Acting Secretary, Ministry
of Rehabilitation Mr. Lionel Fern-

ando together with the First Secret-
ary, Indian High Comm. H.S. Puri
Captain Gupta and Sri Lankan Red
Cross officials were on hand to
meet the Indian Red Cross offi-
cials D.K. Chowdry, K. Venugopal,
R.K. Saika, Kalisakar, S.A. John,
and Mohan Narayan. The journa-

lists  who came in another
vessel were not permitted to
land.

A further 70 refugees from Sri
Lanka reached Ammupattinam in
Tamil Nadu on 24th June.

A delegation of leading Hindus
met President Jayewardene to acqu-
aint him of the atrocities perpet-
rated by the army at Vadamarachchy
during “Operation Liberation.”” They
told him that more than 1,000 per-

sons had been killed, The bombing
of civilian areas should cease forth-

with as military action would never
put an end to the ethnic problem,
they stressed. The President regretted
the deaths of civilians caused by
the bombing and exhorted them to
bring Velupillai Prabhakaran the lea-
der of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eeelam for talks to end the strife.

27.6.87: People in various places
in Jaffna staged fasts during the
week urging lndia to recognise the
rightful struggle of the Tamil Peo-
ple. All schools in the District al-
so joined in the move. The school
children further demand that the Sri

Lankan Government should forthwith
release the students taken into cus-

tody by the armed forces. The se-
curity forces should also refrain from
turning schools into mini camps.

The First Secretary of the Indian
High Commission. M.S.Puri visited

a refugee camp at Mallakam and
saw for himself the conditions pre-
vailing there. The refugees, most of
them in tears told him of  their
ordeal.

People who attempted to view the
“Island Pride”, the Indian vessel dis-
charging food cargo at the Kankes-
anthurai port were shot at by Se-
curity Forces. As a result 5 persons
were injured, one of them S. Thava-
rasa seriously.

Officials of the Jaffna Branch of
the Red Cross complained bitterly
to the officials of their Indian coun-
terpart that they had been comple-
tely ignored by the Sri Lankan Red
Cross during the last four  years,
Since December 1983 the Sri Lanka
Red Cross Society had not given
them any assistance, they complained.
As a result they were not able to
obtain relief from Geneva as well.

Shelling and Rifle fire from the
Army camp in the Jaffna Fort con-
tinue to take their toll daily, In
the Kottady and Bankshall Street
areas. Many are injured daily by
gunfire. Ravichandran of Jaffna sufa
fered injuries on the 26th and a
shop was damaged. Shoppers at Small
Bazaar in Bankshall Street have been
victims of pot shots by the fidgety
army sentries. Shells too have land-
ed in the Kottady area which has
now become a virtual no-man’s land
due to heavy shelling. On the 27th,
three persons, including a Muslim,
were injured in Bankshall St. when
the Fort sentry sniped them.

28.6.87: Mr.K.Venugopal of the
Indian Red Cross after visiting the
Jaffna Hospital in the company of
the Medical Superintendent and other
officials said that the hospital had
experienced the scourge of war wh-
ich no other hospital in the world
had gone through. No other hospi-
tal had experienced a shell attack li-
ke what had taken place in this
hospital.

One hundred and twenty five re-
fugees comsisting of forty  women,
thirty children and the balance made

up of men left Velanai on 23rd June
for India. When they were in mid-

sea, they were told that they would
reach India in half an hour. It turn-
ed out to be wishful thinking. A
Sri Lankan gunboat came alongside
as if from nowhere. The sailors
took the keys of the engines and
left them adrift, at the mercy ef
the wind and waves. Early next
morning they came back and tow-

ed the boat to]Kankesanthurai where
they were kept in custody for 3

days. Later on with the exception
of 23 persons, the rest were released.

29.6.87: Captain Gupta of the Indi-
an High Ccmmission along with In-
dian Red Cross personne] went around
the environs of the Jaffna Fort and

‘Grand Bazaar to see for themselves
“the damage caused by

the reeent
aerial bombing. He was able to hear
the repeated rifle fire from the Fort
at unseen targets. Their inspeotion
was abruptly terminated when some
of the shots were directed towards
the Grand Bazaar area where they
were at that time.

The relatives of the thirty one
fishermen from Gurunagar who were
brutally massaered by navy personnel
on 9th June 1986 in the sea around
Mandaitiva met Captain Gupta and
related their woes to him, The Ca-
ptain was visibly moved to tears at
that tragic narration.

30.6.87: TFhere was a confrontation
between the Tiger militants and the
Security Forees at Mutur on 28th
June, when the forces surrounded
the militant camp. Nine militants
including the Area Commander, Ma-
jor Gajendran, lost their lives. Accor-
ding to a release, the Security For-
ces succeeded in their attack due to
an informant.

Lalith’s Warning

In an interview to a West Ger-
man newspaper, ‘‘Die Welt”’ accord-
ing to the Daily News of 30th June
Lalith Athulathmudali, the Minister
of National Security has stated that
the threat posed by the Janata
Vimukthi Peramuna was containable,
as the present Government had got
wind of its activities in the early
stages, fn reply to a question

about a possible Indian invasion he
said Sri Lanka would use Gandhian

tactics to face it. He,however, eaution-
ed that anyone contemplating a
forcible entry into Sri La ka should
remember that the majority of Tamils
live among the Sinhalese and if any-
bedy invades Sri Lanka the whole
question of the vast majority of
Tamil people who live among
the Sinhalese will become a serious.
problem*.

Confrontation

In a oconfrontation at Muthivi~
kulam in Moullaitivu District . on
the moruing of 30th June, 12 soldiers
were reported killed and some arms
captured by the Liberation Tigers.

Reconnoitering
Sea Plane

After quite some time, a sea plane
was seen overhead in the evening
sky around Jaffna town and its pre-
cints on 30th June. Who knows what
is to come?
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—f)on’t Touch This Blood-Stained Money!

Editor : )@\
SATURDAY REVIEW -

In the 18th June 1987 issue- of the
SUN there is & news item which
says ‘“Government willshortly- grant
loans to- civilians- in. the North to
recenstruct ‘their houses which were
damaged in terrorist violence”.

The operative words in this com-
munique is ‘“grant loans’’ and that
too for houses damaged ‘'in terro-
rist violence”.

What a canard! Every house in
vadamarachchy had been broken into
by force, doors and’ windows sma-
shed, many houses razed to the gro-
und with bull dozers after military
helicopters dropped leaflets ‘ask'ing
people to ‘run to temples, kovils gnd
churchies. This wanton destruction
was carried out by fhearmy i its
bid to crush the Tamil spirit and
the commuaity’s résistance to  the
genocidal thrust of the present ru-
lers of Sri Lanka.

It is therefore, my earmest appeal
to all Jaffna Tamils, that they
should not get humiliated further
and lose their self respect by ob-
taiifing this “blood stained money"’
to reconstruct their damaged houses.

These destroyed houses shou}d
remain as permanent monument of the
mass destruction of innocent people
and property recently carried out by
the military in Vadamarachchy.
Visitors to the peninsula should
see these mass destructions and
write about them. Also they should
remain a constant reminder to the
future generation of Tamils about
their fate in a Sinhala dominated
Government as the Fijians are try-
ing to do with their Indian - origin
éompatriots.

If one tours France, they could see
several buildings destroyed by the
invading Nazi army during the last
war. One French man told me that
they are kept as they were, to show
future generations of Frenchmen
how ‘their neignbour dealt with their
country. They also remind the
Frenchman that Hiflers can again
rise -in Germany and they should be

vigilant.

A parallel sitvation exists in
Jaffna and the people of the Pe-
ninsula should preserve all their da-
mdaged dwelling places as a monunrent
of the distruction caused by the 1987
campaign of the Sri Lanka Army in
the Jaffna Peninsula. A -destruction

carried by a ‘5 Star Democracy”

and a “Dharmista Society’’ in the
making !

A Northerner

Satan’s Ally

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

Jaffna

Your diagnosis of the malady af-
flicting the Catholic Hierarchy, es-
pecially the South as “Tribal Catho-
licism® is far too mild. It is an
«Immunity Deficiency Syndrome’
acquired by goose-stepping and coh-
abiting with a Government which has
time and again been a self - confessed
ally of Satan.

The tine in the Nicene Creed
could now be well purged as the
Church is now neither One, nor
Catholic nor Apostolic. The hier-
archy in the South has done sweet
little to alleviate the sufferings of
the people in the North and East,
althougt they have been shouting
themselves hoarse in their ears, €x--
cept to make an “ad limina’’ visit
to the North by a segment of the
hierarcky which probably never had

a consensus because nothing happened
except ior a brief communique.

In contrast the Catholic Hierarchy
was different during the time of
Schools Takeover by the Government
of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party hea-
ded by the then Prime Minister, Mrs.
Sirimave Bandaranaike. It used the
mothers as puppets to chant the Ro-

sary in pouring rain on the
road to Katunayake to invoke
the wrath of the Mother of

God on the Government. In fact it
would not be far too surprising to
find some of them who had taken
part in that demonstration in the
present ‘‘Circus”’.

If not for the timely intervention
of Good Gracious Gracias, the Bom-
bay Prelate, the irate Government
would have brought the Catholic
Church to its knees. A left paper
at that time characterised Cardinal
Gracias as the ¢‘Vatican Trouble-
shooter.”’

It would take a Spiritualist of
a very high order from the Vatican
to exercise this satanic influence now
manifest in the Church and place
it on an even keel.

A Cathelic

Who Vieclates
Whom?
Editor '

SATURDAY REVIEW

Jaffna

Sri Lankan Government. is of the
view that the Indian Government

should obtain prior approval before
they bring relief supplies to refugees
in Sri Lanka,.

I would like to know from the
Sri Lankan Government whether
the thousands of Sri Lankan Refu-
gees who have gone to India and are
still going, land in India with the
approval of the Indian Government?

The refugees are allowed to enter
the Indian soil on humanitarian gro-
unds. The same rule should apply

fo relief supplies to refugees in Sri
Lanka,

What is sauce for the goose is
sauce for the gander. -

Colombo Peter Silva

LETTERS

Friends Or
Neighbours

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

India is now allowed to bring the
food items to Jaffna. Why couldn’t
the Sri Lankan Government have
allowed this earlier and avoided all
the ill feelings between India and Sri
Lanka? ‘

Sri Lankan politicians, the Colombo
Press and many people of the ma-
jority community shouted out ad-
nauseum that it was the people in
India and especially in Tamil Nadu
who were starving and that it is
they who should be sent the food
items. In fact the Captain of the
Sri Lankan Navy who spoke to the
Indian Official who came with the
flotilla of boats carrying the food
items to the people of Jaffna was
reported to have told him that he
should take the food items to Tamil

Nadu as the people there were
starving.
Now, has the starvation there

vanished within these few days that
Sri Lanka has decided to allow
the food items to be brought in
to the people of Jaffna. It was al-
so said that there was no need for
any food items from India for the
people of Jaffna as there was plenty
of food there for another six months,
Has this stock of food been ex-
hausted within these few days?

There need not have been any
loss of love or loss of face if the
Sri Lankan Government had allowed
the Indian government to bring the
food items when the Indian Govern-
ment requested the Sri Lankan Go-
vernment for permission to- bring the

food items to the people of Jaffna
who were not having enough food
items.

What friendly relations we would
have had if we had acceded to the
request of Indian Government! Sri
Lanka sacrificed that to get some
hollow assurances from countries
far off and countries which have
some axe to grind with India.

Let us not forget the fact that
it is one’s immediate neighbour who
will and can come to one’s assist-

ance more speedily than any friends
or relations who are far.away and

that it is not prudent to antago-
nise one’s immediate neighbour.

The things that some of our poli-
ticians, the Colombo Press and some
people are saying against India and its
leaders are, apart from being vulgar

and provocative, unwise and injurious
to our own selves.

Colombo Arul

Left’s Failure

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

I hope the press statement issued
by the Sri Lankan Marxist Lenin-
ist Centre in the S.R. of 20th June
1987 will be an eye-opener to some
of the left parties and other work-
ing class organisations of Sri Lanka.
i am sure, the centre would have
sent this statement to the Colombo
based newspapers also and their
having not published the statement
is understandable. They only give
promijnence to matters like demens-
trations by members of the Buddhist
and Catholic priesthood who -are
racists first and religious priests
second. This country is in a mess
today because of these peapledab.
bling in politics and reactionary
parties making use of them.

As mentioned in the press state-
ment it is a matter of shame that
no major section of the working
class or. left movement has, as yet,
raised a finger against the conti-
nuous acts of barbarity being com-
mitted by the Government against
a section of its own people while
world-wide organisations such as
Amnesty Internattonmal have raised
sirong protests at these atrocities,
However, in fairness, it must be
mentioned that there are some left
parties’ and trade unions such as
the C.M.U., All Ceylon Teachers’
Union etc. who have consistently
demonstrated against the Govern-
ment’s actions. Even recently the
C.M.U with more than 95/, Sinha-
la membership orgamised a protest

(Continued- on page 7T)
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U.S. Congressman Condemns Killing Of Tamils

Representative Mervyn M. Dy-
mally U. S. House of Representa-
tives condemned Sri Lankan Army
actions which have caused high ci-
vilian casualties among the Tamil
minority on the Jaffna peninsula.
The Army is dominated by soldiers
of the Sinhalese ethnic community.
European and Indian news sources
estimate the number of civilian men
women and children killed range be t-
ween 200 and 500.

'}

Congressman Dymally, the second
ranking Democratic member of the
Asian and Pacific Affairs Subcom-
mittee of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee said, “The Sri Lankan
Government prohibits access not just

Left’s Failure

(Continued from page 6)
march and demonstration which was
unlawfully prevented from taking

place by the Government.
It is high time that all progres-

sive parties and working class orga-
nisations realise that the Tamil
problem in due to the continuous
discrimination by successive Sinhala
chauvinistic dominated governments
since independence and that the
Tamil youth have resorted tu armed
struggle when all previous non-vio-
lent and peaceful protests have failed.
~But there can be no military solu-
tion to the problem and in the in-
terest of the whole country it is
necessary for all the progressive
forces to wupitedly protest against

the Government’s repression of
the human rights of the Tamil people,
including their right to self-deter-
tination.

Jaffna P. Selvaratnam

to reporters but also to such hu-
manitarian organizations as the Red
Cross and Amnesty International,
The Government maintains this closed
door policy despite international
pleas to at least allow humanitarian
groups have access. That secrecy is
a major reason we can only esti-
mate the civilian casualties.”” Dy-
mally continued, “The Government
of Sri Lanka is responsible for the
human cost of this offensive. That
cost will undoubtedly be higher be-
cause the Government prohibits the
International Committee of the Red
Cross from practicing its humanitarian
mission,’’

The Jaffna Christian Union (JCU)

organised a function to mark the
visit of the new Bishop of Colombo.
the Rt. Rev. J. J. Gnanapragasam,
on the 20th of June at St. Joha’s
College. The Rt. Rev.D.J. Amba-
lavanar presided. It will be remem-
bered that the last such visit by
the then Bishop the Rt. Rev. Swithin
Fernando was two years ago. A
train of events followed involving
a tragedy at St.John’s. At a time
when communication and mutual un-
derstanding are breaking down bet-
ween the North and South of this
country, the visit of the Bishop us-
hers in new hope.

Of the speakers, Bishop Deogupil-
lai of the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Jaffna spoke of the Christian
Church in Ceylon being divided
along communal lines. He expressed
the belief that Bishop Gnanapra-
gasam being appointed by God, is
well placed to bring about under-

Respite For....
(Continued’from page 4)

ment means it appears to. New De-
lhi should, however, take him at
his word and offer to help resume
the political dialogue under its me-

_diation. Should Colombo’s response
be equivocal or half-hearted, New
Delhi must warn it against renew-
ing the offensive against the Tamils.
New Delhi must not allow itself to
be lulled into a false sense of com.
placeney, as has happened previous-
ly. The mere resumption of nego-
tiations will not be enough after what
has happened in the last few weeks.
The talks have to have a definite
direction and must conclude within
a reasonable time.

No Choice Left

Should it, however, become appa-
rent that Colombo is interested in

negotiations only on the basis of
what little it is prepared to give
the Tamils after having humiliated
them, then New Delhi will have no
choice but to tell it that, in that case,
Colombo will not be able to exer-
cise the military option once more.
True, this will provoke regional and
even some global opposition, But New
Delhi’s refusal to draw the line here
will entail even higher political co-
sts in the form of a demonstra-
tion of its powerlessness despite its
strength and size. If New Delhi wish-
es to give up playing a regional
role of any substance, then it will
shrink from doing whatever is nece-
ssary to compel Sri Lanka to settle
its ethnic conflict quickly, peace-
fully and through Indian mediation.
Anything short of this would be
tantamount to accepting that India
has no leadership role in a part
of the world where history and geo-
graphy combine to give it a natue
ral preponderance.

“While the Government of Presi-
dent Jayewardene has been empha-
sizing a negotiated settlement in its
public statements, it seems that al]
along the Government has been in-
tent on pursuing the military option,”
reflected Dymally. “Thisis a grave
miscalculation. It will not lead to
a settlement; rather it will only serve
to undermine the moderates and po~
larize the Tamil minority, destroy-
ing any hope of a lasting settlement.*’

Rep. Dymally said that he is plann_
ing an urgent official visit to India
and Sri Lanka to convey the con_
cerns of the U.S. Congress to both

Governments. “In India, I will urge
Primé Minister Rajiv Gandhi, to
continue his mediator efforts despite
this major setback for peace in the
region,” said Mr. Dymally. “In Sri
Lanka,” the congressman continued,
I will impress on the Government
the need to use peaceful means to
resolve the ethnic conflict. because
there is no such thing as a suc-
cessful military solution. This latest
offensive only confirms the Tamil
conviction that their chance of equa-
lity within Sri Lankan society is
minimal, It merely strengthens the
case for separation.”

Bishop Gna na'pragasam Welcomed

standing. This was because he was
Bishop of the people of Jaffna as
well as those of Colombo.

The President of the YWCA, Miss
Navaratnasingam said that they lost
their home because of military action.
She was referring to their Headquar-
ters declared open by the Canadian
Ambassador .

Bishop Ambalavanar delved into
history to remind the Bishop of
Colombo of one of his illustrious
predecessors, Bishop  Strange - of
Calcutia who succeeded Bishop He--
ber a famous poet and hymn wri-
ter. Ceylon in the early 19th century
was a province under the Bishopric
of Calcutta. On a visit to Jaffaa
Strange was made aware of the
American Mission Church at Manipay
being destroyed by fire. On his
return, Strange sent aid towards
the rebuilding of the church. Am-
balavanar expressed the hope. that
the new Bishop will make a similar
effort towards the rebuilding of the
many churches recently damaged in
Jaffna by the Government’s military
action.

In his interesting speech addressing
the Bishop as ‘“My Lord’”’ Mr.Sam,
Sathiasivam anecdotally referred to
the time when the them Prime Mi.
nister - Lloyd George was pulled up
by their Lordships for repeatedly
addressing them as  ‘‘gentlemen”
Lloyd = George apologised saying
I am sorry to have called you
gentlemen”. Having known the
Bishop for long he expressed his
confidence that though  having
ta be addressed now on as ‘Lord’
the Bishop will not cease to be a
gentleman,

Mr. Sivagnanam, the Municipal
Commissioner spoke on behalf of the
people of Jaffna. The Rev. Govin-
darajan and the Ven. Sam. Hor-

shington spoke on behalf of the
Methodist and Anglican Churches.

Perhaps, one feeling that needed
expressing was that the church was

a universal body that transcends
race. More than understanding
Christians on both sides of the

dixide must be co-workers, working
towards the common goal of Chris-

tian ideals. This was the message by
an old gentleman of eminence- who

served as Secretary of the JCU in
days when it was a grass roots
organisation dependent on local
funds, wanted to  deliver. But
his request to be given an
opportunity to make a brief welcome
address could not be accommodated
as it came too late. In reply, the
Bishop of Colombo said with feel-
irg. “I know and I understand what
is happening here. People in the
South arc unable to understand, I
must try, and I must somehow get
it across.”

Prior to his visit, the Bishop had
requested that there should be no
Tamashas to mark his visit. Al
though this request was appreciated
by the people, it was not obeyed
by the parishes, as indicated by the
numerous, albeit simple parties that
had been arranged. The Bishop jes-
ted that this showed how seriously
his orders are taken. In contrast,
the Bishop’s installation in Colombo,
took place on the 29th May at the
height of ¢“Operation Liberation”’
with dignitaries of the State in at-
tendance. The delegation that left
Jaffna on 26th May to attend the
installation, had to turn back at
Chavakachcheri, upon learning that
a curfew was in  force. § Netwith
standing all this, the installation
was a grand occasion, organised by
the Bishop’s flock in the south.

— A Christian
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Lalith’s Leg-Pull

John Elliott of the Financial Times was one of those who accompanied
Natjonal Security Minister Lalith Athulathmudali when he visited Val-
vettiturai on Sth June after it was ‘liberated’.

The last paragraph of the article he wrote (6th June) reads:- - <‘With

a glance to foreign journalists to ensure we were

listening - he said

‘“Indian food be careful, diarrhoea, you know.” Heappeared to acknow-
ledge an implied threat by India to intervene again if Government forces

Sents Decde cott Exams

Students in the Jaffna District will
boycott all public examinations till
their demands are met.

Student Demo

Several thousands of students from
all over the Jaffna Peninsula mar-
ched on Wednesday (lst July) from
the Jaffna University to the Reg-
ional Education Office at Muthira-
santhi, shouting slogans against the
setting up of mini Camps in schools,
the arrest and detention of teachers
and students, and demanding the
immediate release of teachers and
students still in custody.

This demonstration was  staged
following a decision taken by the
Inter-College. Students’  Association

on Monday (29th June).

At the end of theﬂmarch, “the
Students’ Front held a meeting at
Muthirasanthi, where it was unani-
mously decided to call for an end
to all forms of military  activity.

They also decided to boycott all

public examinations till their de-
mands are met.
A memorandum embodying the

students’ demands was handed over
to the Regional Director of Educa-
tion. :

Off To Netherlands

One of the leading young contem_
porary Sri Lankan Tamil poets, R,
Cheran, is off to the Netherlands on
a CEBAMO sponsored Fellowship
to do his Master’s Degree in Deve-
lopment Studies at the prestigious
Institute of Social Studies (ISS) at
the Hague.

He is a Science graduate of the
University of Jaffna.

{{aCheran—the second son of Maha-
kavi, the pioneering modern Tamil
poet of Sri Lanka — has published
two collections of poems, critical ar-
ticles and reviews. He has been act-
ively involved in drama and the arts
generally.

Like father, like | son.

This decision was taken at a meet-
ing—summoned by the newly—formed
Inter—College Students’ Association—
held at Kailasapathy Auditorium
on Monday (29th June).

The decision means that the GCE
(A/L) Exam which begins on 25th
July will be boycotted by Jaffna
students due to sit it.

Any student who moves out of
the Jaffna }istrict and sits this
Exam elsewhere should be consider-
ed a traitor, some speakers said.

“The decision to boycott all public
exams will help to draw the atten—
tion of the international community
to our plight. International opinion
can pressurise the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment to mend its ways, some
speakers said,

The demands put forward by the
students are:

* Release forthwith all students
and teachers who are in custody.

* No student should be arrested
without the knowledge of thePrincipal.

* Stop turning schools into minj
Army Camps.

* Army Camps which have been
set up in schools should be closed
down immediately.

* During scheol hours there sh—
ould be no military activity.

The students decided to stage a
demonstration on Wednesday (1st July)
to back up their demands.

India’s Options....

(Continued from page 1)

- India’s A;mage in the neighbourhood or

in the rest of the world. Nor had it
affected India’s mediatory role. On

the conirary, he asserted that the net

results are positive.

He said an accord had been reached
with Sri Lanka on the distribution of
relief supplies to Jaffna: this made
dialogue possible again. (A comment-
ary on his accord will be published
in next week’s S. R. — Ed.)

When a correspondent remarked that
the talks between Sri Lanka and India
had prcved fruitless, Rajiv disagreed.
He said both countries had gained a
lot during these talks. Perhaps it was
time now to change the level and the
method, bring in more political initia-
tive. But he didn’t elaborate on this
point.

INDIA WILL CONTINUE TO
SEND RELIEF SUPPLIES TO
JAFFNA.

While Rajivsaid this at the luncheon
meeting, back here in Sri Lanka, the
Government gives the impression that
the party is over: no more relief su-
pplies from India. The sitaation is
getting curiouser and curiouser.

Then Rajiv turned his attention to
India’s neighbours—and Sri Lanka’s
friends—Pakistan and China.

Pakistan has an active naclear pr-
ogramme but has not gome nuclear
yet, he stated. Neither did he have
any facts at his disposal to back up
reports that Sri Lanka had entered
into a pact for mutual assistance with
Pakistan.

_As for China, there had been some
increase in the level of Chinese troop
movements in Tibet. India had taken

note of it, There was no border pro-
blem because India hasn’t occupied

an inch of Chinese territory. Nor was
there any confrontation between the
two countries as the Western media
tries to make out,

At this stage, a correspondent re-
marked that India seems to be having
trouble with all her neighbours.

Rajiv’s response: We want to im-
prove our relations with our neigh-
bours. But this will not be dome at
the expense of our national Interests
aud security. Qur options are wit"-
in the constraints of our national in-
terests. Let me assure you India’s
interests will never be allowed to suffer,

GET THE M ESSAGE EVERYONE

—ESPECIALLY SRI LANKA?

renewed their attacks on the Tigers
but laughed: “It’s like a big brother
trying to -bully a small brother —
the small brother goes between the
legs of the big brother.”

Note by Editor: The umpire signals
a leg bye. But who’s the wicket
keeper? Lalith or Rajiv?

‘Recognise Our
Struggle’

The Eelavar Munnani has urged
the Indian Government to recognise
the Tamil-speaking people’s struggle.

This request'was made by the Mun=
nanij in a memorandum it presented to
Shri H.S. Puri, First Secretary of the
Indian High Commission when he

was in Jaffna last week.
Some of the other points

in the memorandum are :

Recognise the Tamil - speaking
people’s homeland; Condemn  the
israeli, Pakistani, American and Bri-
tish presence and role against the
oppressed Tamil-speaking people in
Sri Lanka; Condemn the occupa-
tion of our homeland by the  Sri
Lankan Forces with the aid of inter-
national mercenaries; Recognise the
liberation organisations as Social-
Defence Forces.

urged

Jamming Allegation

According toa news report app-
earing in the Island of 1st July,
1987, the Indian Press has accused
Sri Lanka of jamming radio links
with New Delhi and Madras on the
distribution of relief supplies in the
Jaffna Penimsula. A UNI report
has also stated that the port auth-
orities had given wrong information

- on the depth of draught and there-

by caused damages to the relief ship
Srivatsava; A UNI correspondent
had been literally thrown out of a van
by Brigadier Gerry de Silva, Com-
mander of the Security Forces in Ja-
ffna, the report alleges.

Transport Crawls

Transport services betweenColombo
and Jaffna came to acrawl between
Vavuniya and Jaffna on Tuesday
(30th June) due to movement of
troops from Vavuniya to the North.
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