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The so-called Indian Peace
Keeping Force (I. P. K. F.)
finally pulled out of Sri Lanka
on 24th March after a round
two and a half years stay,
during which it played may-
hem in the North-East for
much of the time, under the
guise of ensuring the imple-
mentation of the discredited
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of
29th July 1987.

The Indian Troops left like
dogs with their tails tucked
up under their legs. Not as
heroes with their mission
fulfilled, as claimed by their
Commander, Lt. Gen. A. S.
Kalkat.

To disarm @/l the Tamil mili-
tant groups led by the Libe-
ration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(L.T.T E.), who were fighting
for a separate state of Eelam
and pave the way for an
orderly civilian government
under which the Tamils
would enjoy a measure of
regional autonomy.

W hat happened ? The
fourth largest Army in the
world suffered its most humi-
litating defeat at the handgs
of a small band of dedicated
youths fighting for a place in
the sun for their people.

According to lIndian offi-
cial reports, the 1. P. K. F.
lost 1,155 men and another
2,984 were injured. Again
going ou lndian reports, the
L TTE: slost @2:2207 of: =its
cadres. But according to our
information the L P. K.F.
killed nearly 4,000 people,
mostly innocent Civilians, the
bulk of them in the October
1987 operation” in Jatfna
alone, most of them catego—
rised as terrorists.

Among them was the
aged sister of the late M.
8. Nadesan, QC, at Annaco-
ttai.

The excuse: How can we
discern between thc terrorists
from the law-abiding citizens.

DBYE, SW

An old lay an be discerned
as an old lady by anyone
with hare’s brain.

There were no real brains
behind the I. P. K. F opera-
tions, Most of the soldiers,
including some of their com-
manders, were real mutts.
Some of the soldiers did not
even know how to use a
public toilet. (They desecrated
the Jaffna University Cam-
pus, as reportedin the
«Saturday Review” of 17th
Qctober, 1987).

The outgone Preseident, Mr.
J. R. Jayewardene never wan-
ted the Indo -Sri Lanka
Accord. It was virtually
thrusted down his throat by
Rajiv Gandhi in pursuit of
India’s ambition for regional
power.

Mzr. Premadasa, as the then
Prime Minister, was not even
consulted on the matter.

As President, Mr. Prema-
dasa asked the Indians to get
out in a hard-hitting speech
in June 1989. He wanted

Couresy ¢-Snnday Tbies”, 25th March.

India committed the big-
gest blunder by trying to
prop up some minor militant
groups headed by the Eelam
Peoples Revolutionary Libe-
ration (EPRLF)and installing
them in office in the North-
East Provincial Council by-
passing the L.T.T,E. which

really mattered.

Even before the I. P. K. F.
withdrawal the Council had
become disfunctional and its
Chief Minister, Vadradarajah
Perumal, leader of the E.P.R.
L.F.. had to flee the country.
Let us get a few facts straight.

them out by 29th July, 1989,
the second anniversary of the
Accord. Butthe Indians
stuck on for another eight

‘months. It not for the change

of Government in India the
LP.K.F. might have remained
for far longer.

The Accord was devised
not to serve the interests of
the Sri Lanka Tamils but those
of India - to safeguard its
southern flank from any
powers which it regarded was
hostile to it.

This was made plain from
the annextures to the Accord,
in the form of letters exchan—
ged by Gandhi and Jayewar-
dene.

Gandhi’s letter said;
«“Conscious of the friend—
ship between our two

countries stretching from two
millennia and more, and
recognising the importance
of nurturing this traditional
friendship, it is imperative
that both Sri Lanka and
India reaffirm the decision
not to allow our respective
territories to be wused for
activities prejudicial to each
other’s” unity, territorial

_integrity and security.

“In this spirit, you had,
during the course of our
discussion, agreed to meet
some of India’s concerns
as follows;

“Your Excellency and
myself will reach an early
understanding about  the
relevance and ‘employment
of foreign military and
intelligence personnel (in
Sri Lauka) with a view to
ensuring that such presences
will not prejudice Indo-Sri
Lanka relations.

“Trincomalee (naval base)
or any other ports in Sri
Lanka will not be made
available for military use by
any country 1n a manner

prejudicial to india’s
interests.

“Sri Lanka’s agreement
with foreign broadcasting

organisations will be reviewed
to ensure that any facilities
set up by them in Sri
Lanka used solely as public
broadcasting facilities and
not for any military or
intelligence purposes.

«Kindly confirm, Excellen-
cy, that the' above correctly
sets out the agreement
reached between us.’””? And
Mr. Jayewerdene confirmed.

EET MAHARAJAS!

The big problem now it
what the modern Elara,
Velupillai Prabhakaran is up
to.

Described by his critics
and cronies as a megaloma-
niac thirsting for power, he
has not disclosed his stand
nor even surfaced. He is still
in hiding while his cohorts
are engaged in a direct
dialogue with the Govern-
ment.

Prabhakaran is on record

as having said. “Tamil
Eelam will be a socialist
state. By socialism, I mean.

an egalitarian society where

- human freedom and indivi-

dual liberties will be
guaranteed, where all forms
of opression and exploitation
will be abolished. It will
be a free society where our
people will have maximum
opportunity to develop their
economy and promote their
culture.”

Asked by an interviewer
how long in his estimate it
will take to establish Ecelam,
he said; *There cannot be
a blue print or a time-limit
for a freedom struggle.
bverything depends on the’
situation 1n our homeland
and  happenings on the
international scene.’’

Has he resiled from his
objective to establish Tamil
Eelam.

His spokesman, Dr. Anton
Balasingham said very recent-
ly that the LTTE will not
give up arms until the
Tamils feel safe and secure
in their traditional homeland.

At the LTTE’s behest the
Sri Lanka Army remains in
the North-East still remains
confined in the barracks, just
asunder the .P.K.F. regime,
while the LTTE lords over
the region. The Sri Lanka
Government’s writ still does
not run there.

Where do we go from
here? It is anybody’s guess.

Sinhalese and Tamil New Year Greetings to All our Readers
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Homrewa‘i'ad Bound

“The ;’I‘imes of India”, commenting on the

Indian troop withdrawal,

The decision to withdraw
the IPKF from Sri Lanka
a week before the 3lst
March deadliné, closes a
controversial cha'p.tér in
Indian foreign policy. At the
end of the day, with hundreds
of soldiers killed and hund-
reds more injured, what did
the engagement achieve?

On the negative side,
the intervention, although
wholly legitimate under the
1987 Indo-Sri Lanka. accord,
made India generally unpo-
pular in Sri Lanka. The
Sinhalese resented it from
the start, while the Tamils,
or rather the LTTE, whose
cause India had consistently
championed, became, ironi-
cally, the IPKF’s antagonist.

said :

JPolitically, New Delhi’s
attempt to create a rival
Tamil group supportive of
it proved abortive. Despite

‘having won the first elect-

ions to the new North-East
Provincial Council, compri-
sing the merged Northern
and Eastern provinces, the
EPRLF was unable to build
a popular support base. The
elections themselves were
boycotted by the LTTE and
could be held only in the
East where the turnout was

poor. Asa result, the EPRLF
was denied the full legitimacy

it sought.

The IPKF’s involvement
in Sri Lanka was also dom-
estically divisive, a disagree-
ment that spilled over into

last year’s general elections
which saw the party favou-
ring an early pull-out
emerging the victor. Even
Tamil Nadu opinion did
not favour the IPKF’s
presence since it was Tamils
the IPKF was batting against.

But there are positive
gains as well, and no one
should be more aware of
them than the Sri Lankan
people. If today there is a
reasonable Prospect of a
settement of an ethnic
dispute which has torn
Sri Lanka apart, that is
largely because of India’s
action. President Jayeward-
ene sought India’s support
when he realised that
Sri Lanka’s ragtag-and-bob=-
tail army was not up to
taming the Tigers. Had he
not sought it the country
would in effect have been
partitioned and plunged into
a bloody civil war. Had the

Tigers not refused to hand
in their weapons to the
IPKF, no blood need have
been shed at all, even as
the two sides could have
engaged in negotiations with
Indian mediation. Eventually,
the Tigers and Colombo did
start talking to each other,
and it was the IPKF’s action
against the LTTE that finally
made the latter see reason.

Finally, before the 1987
accord, Sri Lanka had been
involving all manner of
foreign parties outside the
South Asian region in its
effort to crush the LTTE.
This affected India directly
and adversely. The IPKF’s
entry enabled India both to
protect its interests and
help out a neighbour. Hap-
pily, that phase is now over

and Colombo appears to
have a better appreciation
of legitimate Indian concerns
in the region.

We are Back Again'!

A consortium of liberal minded citizens concerned
about the future of Sri Lanka has come forward
to re-activate the New Saturday Review, successor
to the Jaffna-based Saturday Review.

The Saturday Review was started on 30th
January 1982 with Mr. S. Sivanayagam as Editor.
It was not only the first English newspaper to be

published from outside the media citadel of Colombo

but also a vigorous champion of human hberties
especially peitaining to the minority Tamil community.
(See its first editorial on page 6)

On Ist July 1983, with theescalation of the conflict
between the Sinhalese and the Tamiis, the paper was
banned by then Presideat Jayewardene’'s United
National Party Government uander Emergency Regu-
lations for allegedly giving sustenance to the Tamil
separatist movement,

This was a false allegation in the Goebbelsian
manner. The paper was fighting for lost causes,
especially those of the Tamils whose legitimate
aspirations had been suppressed by successive Sinnalese
Governmenis and to whick the national media which
were and still are mostly under state control or
influence gave little prominence.

Mr. Sivanayagam had to flee to India to save
his life because the Criminal Investigation Department
was trying to get at him. He is still in India.

The owners, New Era Publication Ltd., fought
a marathon battle in the Supreme Court, with the
late Mr. S. Nadesan, Q.C., as its chief counsel,
for the freedom of speech and expression promised
under the Fundamental Rights provisions of the
1978 Constitution.

Mr. Jayewardene while in the opposition had
said: “Freedom of the Press is the essence of liberty
and this is the source of all liberties. If this freedom
is suppressed, restrained or controlled, then the foun-
dation for autocracy is laid. ......”

The Supreme Cowit, in its superior wisdom,
held against the Saturday Review which many
people in the South, some of whom had never seen
or read the paper, regarded as a “Tiger Paper”
which it was most certainly not.

Anyway, the Government finally relented and
allowed the paper to re start on 18th February, 1984,
but under very strict conditions of censorship not
applicable at the time to any other publication in

Sri Lanka.

Yours truly, the new Editor, happened by an
inexplicable quirk of fate to be a throughbred
Sinhalese Buddhist.

For four years, the Saturday Review under
my charge battled on while the batties between the
Protaganists, the Sinhalese - composed Security Forces
of the Government and the Tamil militant groups

| led- by -the Liberation-Tigers—of—Tamil-Eclam, raged

with fury.

Until the Indian Peace Keeping Force came to
the rescue, under the lop-sided 1987 lndo-Sri Lanka
Accord, which was totally in India’s favour ensuring
its vital interests — securing India’s southern
flank-were achieved.

The last issue of the Saturday Review. from
Jaffna came out on 17th October, 1987. It
consisted of just four pages brought out at the height
of the I.P. K. F. operations against the L. T. T. E.
and shells were falling all-around.

I was abroad at the time on another mission—
enlisting world opinion on humam rights issues in
Sri Lanka.

I salute the staff, led by my deputy, Mr. A. J.
Canagaratna, who faced the brunt of what was an
impossible situaticn — publishing a paper while a
Lebanon—style war was on. Somehow they did it.
Thanks to all of them.

Owing to the impossibility of publishing the paper
as an independent organ in Jaffna, with the I. P. K. F.
clamping down on all the other newspapers there,
the paper was re-started by me in Colombo on
in February 1988 as 'a monthly under a slightly
altered logo, the New Saturday Review.

Eight issues were produced but the publication
had to be suspended mainly for want of funds.
Publishing a* paper is not a simple business. Sales
alone cannot cover the cost of preduction. There
has to be advertising. But advertisers are scared,
because of their business interests, in- getting
involved in any venture which they fear could put
them at loggerheads with the powers that be.

After a long period of gestation, a few people
have found the guts to finance the publication
which promises to blaze a fresh trail in Sri Lanka’s
journalistic world—fearless, forthright and "foward-
looking.

People with shared concerns are welcome to
join the New Saturday Review in its adventure
of enhancing the purity of public life, enhancing of
human life, enhancing the future of ALL citizens
of Sri Lanka.

Editor

FIFTY KILLED

Fifty journalists were Killed
in 1989 —a record number,
according to a US organi—
sation monitoring violations
affecting press persons.

Most of the reporters
killed were from South
America. Fourteen journa—
lists were killed in the civil
war in El Salvador. A
fusther eleven died in
Colombia where drug barons
are locked in violent feuds
with the authorities.

The number of journalists
expelled from countries where
they had been sent to report,
had doubled to 55 cases,
12 in respect of China.

Last year, ‘there were more
than a thousand instances
of press freedom being
violated, ranging from cen-
sorship to harassment.

Appeals by world leaders
failed to save Farzad Barzoit,
31, stateless journalist of
lranian  origin, who was
arrested in Araq where he
had gone on an assignment
for the London ‘Observer.”
He was executed by the
Iragi authorities on 15th
Macch. He was accused of

spying.

DISAPPEARANCES

The United Nations Group
on Disappearances, in its
latest report records 721
disappearances in 14 count-
ries  lasty year. It i an
alarming increase over the
400 cases recorded in 1988.

The worst offender is Peru
with 404 disappearances in
1989 In Iran 121 new cases
were reported, 40 in Guat-
emala, 36 in the Philippines,
34 in El Salvador, 33 in
Sri Lanka, 26 in India and
13 in Colombia.

The group is considered
to be one of the UN’s
most effective human rights
bodies. Since its establish-
ment 10 years ago, it has
asked 41 governments to
explain 19,000 disappear-
ances.
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JR & The Ethnic Conflict

A fact known only to a
few Sri Lankans is that the
much-maligned J. R. Jaye-
wardene, as President, of
Sri Lanka, made a valiant
attempt to keep India out
of the Island’s etknic con-
flict and its resolution.

His ambition, made
plain to me, was to satisfy
‘the legitimate aspirations of
the Tamils without jeopar—
dising the interests of the
Sinhalese and without
foreign, especially Indian,
involvement.

as

But he failed, as Prof.
A. Jeyaratnam Wilson says
in his book, ¢“The Break-up
of Sri Lanka. The Sinhalese—
Tamil Conflict,” <because
he had a most unhelpful
Cabinet of Ministers.”

Soon after I assumed the
Editorship of the Jaffna-
based ‘Saturday Review”,
it became quite apparent
to me that the Government
was mishandling the entire
National Question.

o

lished contact

On 11th December with his
blessing. 1 visited Madras,
where the leaders of the
militant groups were then
based. We talked for nearly
a week. It was the first
time any Sinhalese had estab-
with these

groups.
were willing to
settlement on
These

They
negotiate a
conditions.

repeal of  the
draconian  Prevention  of
Terrorism Act, a general
amnesty for the militants
and the release of mnearly
6,000 under detention, reco-
gnition of the northern and
eastern administrative regions
as ‘traditional homelands”
of the Tamils and withdra-
wal of the Sinhalese ‘‘army
from these

certain
included

of occupation’’
territories.

I reported back to the
President. He was visibly
relieved by the response.

But apparently he could

not get his ministers to

R
Rrxnmmia a newspaper
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- end the conflict.
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EDITOR WRITES TO APC:

INVITE THE TIGERS
TO THE TABLE

FRIENDS:

1 am addrescing you as
perbaps the ooly Simbalese
(Buddbist) civiliza still i
public life in Jafios.

20d o journalist, 1 feel fn-
tenscly about the welfare and
the human rights of ALL the
people of Sri Lanka.

Please read carefully what
I have written before coming
as 2 journalist, since 1954 10 8 final decision on the
and know the kand and its National Question.

 People better thas any mon- """

1 have been visting Jaffm,

In.. the .issue i:of: the
“Saturday Review” dated
24th September 1984, I said,
under the headline, ‘‘Invite

the Tigers to the Table.”

«Just as the Palestinian
problem could not be resol-
ved without the presence
of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation at the negotia-
ting table, Sri Lanka’s
ethnic problem could not be
resolved without the direct
participation of the militant
groups let by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).”

The point was well taken
by Jayewardene and in
December 1984 he asked me
to meet him at his residence.

regarding the use of their “Sei
ge, bigher education,
state employment aa¢ coloni~
sation and promised to
convene an All-Pasty Con-
ference early to work - out s
permanent solutior.

The APC was convencd
. sevem years foo late, bot it

flict” writtes by Ambassa-
dor Ernest Cou: (SnLlnh _open to ap o

poreesd mis
News Raview, Vol. 1, No.-5, “rity, Uniike Jinnzh in lnd 1,
Department of Inlon:udan they had placed their trisc
Angust 1983), “The seps- in tho Sishoaless

forgotien, did pot enter Si1 pendence and that trast
Lenka's pudm kum. o betray
wadd 1976 e ek

agree to seek a political
solution. Failure of my
mediatory effort led to an
intensification of fighting

between the Security Forces
and the militants, more deaths
and more devastation. The
victims were mainly civilians
both communities,
sometimes caught in the
cross-fire, sometimes subject
to brutal reprisals by one
side or the other.

from

I continued my behind-
the-scene efforts, keeping in
close contact with Jayewar-
dene and militant groups,
as well as trying to nudge
both parties to the negotia-
table through the

«Saturday Review.”

ting

Lanks: chcnd Con- /. years had exbac+:d_all e
peaceful, democratic e optio =

ratist slogan, let it pot be the very thresaold of l‘ie—

bt of the Sri

The hawks in the Govern-
ment remained cocky. The
state-controlled media gave
the Sinhalese the impression
that the situation was “under
control.” They had nothing
to worry about. The rebels

were on the run.

The massacre of nearly
150 men, women and child-
ren ' by the Tigers at
Anuradhapura on 14th May
1985 jolted the
Government. The Tamils
had struck deep in Sinhalese
territory.

finally

Anuradhapura, centre of
a great Sinhalese-Buddhist
civilisation from the 6th
Century BC to the I1lth
Century AD, was dear to
the hearts of the majority
community. It is midway
between Jaffna and Colombo,
35 miles from the nearest
big Tamil habitation in
Vavuniya and regarded as
impregnable.

After this attack India
made a determined bid to
The fallout
was being felt.in its southern
state of Tamil Nadu. Nearly
125,000 Tamils from north-
ern Sri Lanka had sought
refuge there to escape the
brutality of the Sinhalese
Army and south Indian
opposition politicians were
accusing Rajiv Gandhi of
doing little.

A dialogue began between
representatives of the mili-
tant groups, the moderate
Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF), and officials
Lanka Govern-
ment, under India’s aegis in
the neutral Bhutan capital
of Thimpu in July 1935,
The talks continued in New
Delhi and Colombo.

In November 1986 Jaye-
wardene told me he was
willing to meet Tiger leader
Velupillai Pabhakaran during
his visit to India for the
South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation
(SAARC) summit in Banga—
lor later that month. It is ge-
nerally accepted inSriLanka
and India that Prabhakaran
isa force to contend with.

I conveyed the message
to the LTTE northern comm-
ander Sathasivam Krishna-
kumar (code name Kittu) and

he promised to contact the
leader in Madras by radio.
The response, according to
Kittu, was positive.

Then a strange thing happ-
ened. The Tiger leader issued
a press statement in Madras
saying that Jayewardene had
“put feelers through Gamini
Navaratne, Editor of the
‘Saturday Review’ for ‘secret

talks”. He, however, would

Register nl as a Newspoper
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Militant insistence on
linkage of the north and
east to form one unit under
Tamil control stalled the
prospect of talks. The LTTE
meanwhile tightened its grip
on the Jaffna peninsula,
growing so confident that
there was talk in Jaffna that
it could take over the civil

administration on 1st January
1987.

..3.00
S. 0. S

The Refugee| Robabllitation Organlsstion Ltd.
(TRRO)and the Mothers® Front of Jaffoa are In urgeat
need of cash, food, clotaes £2d drugs for distribaticn
amosg pearly 100,000 refugees displaced after the
*‘Prohibited Zone™ Emergency Regulations came Into
forco on 30t Nosember 1982,

ullaitivy, where there lnneu!y'
orted to be “very bad".

Is No. 66, Chapel Street, Jaffaa.
ia favour of TRRO Lid—™"

X n(N (rom Trsmmer Hail,

EDITOR MEETS ﬂ' IGER
MADRAS

“The only way out, as I

LEADERS IN

1 was in Madras from TO SEEK A POLITICAL
11th to 19th December as 3 SETTLEMENT—PROVID-
“special emissary”, - ED ONE COULD BE
FOUND AND PROVIDED
My mission was to est- THE PROPER ATMOSP-
ablish contact with  the
leaders of the various milit-
ant Tamil groups [ighting
for the rights of the Tamil
people,

HERE COULD BE CRE- of
ATED FOR SUCH A
MEETING.

- -It was the SATURDAY

“not do anything behind
India’s back.”” No meeting
took place.

On his return, Jayewardene
told me; “Your fellows
(LTTE leadership) are usel-
ess.”” This was an expression
of his deep disappontment.
I said they were not ‘my
fellows but our fellows’’, an
expression of my approach
to the ethnic problem.

¥
annesty and the involvement
the  militan: _groups
in the process of dialoguer

“For Just as the Palestinian
Question eanmot he

state_poverw if they want
to ensure that Sri " Lanke
. remcins ome country.”

The views expressed by
the representatives of the
varlous groups have  been
conveyed by me fo  the
relevant autbority.

THE  SIGNIFICANCE

~Representatives of " some
of the sroups said they
would like to have discrs-
slons with Sighalese and
Tamil leaders of sll shades

resolved  af pminies

OF MY MISSION IS
THAT FOR THE FIRST
TIVE A PERSON FROM

The Government retaliated
with an economic blockade
of the peninsula- and prep-
ared for a final push against
the militants, called “Oper—
Jaffna

city, site of Tiger headqu-

ation Liberation.”’

erters, was to be the prime
target.

(Cont. Page 5)

The 75-ft statue of Buddha,
which was expected to figure
in the Guinness Book of
World Records as the tallest
monolithic stone carving,
has met with a fate similar

to that of <The Titanic”
ship.
The giant figure slipped

into the waters of the
Hussain Sagar lake in Andhra
Pradesh on 10th March,
while it was being taken on
a barge to a platform in the
lake.

The platform is located
about half a km inside
the lake and the statue

slipped into the water after
teh barge has covered a little
more than' 100 metres, at
about 6.25 a.m. According
to survivors and people
nearby, like sculptors’ assis-
tants, it was all over in a
matter of seconds. The
statue slipped into the water

and the barge overturned.

Buddha Statue Sinks in
Indian Lake

The installation of the
statue was scheduled to be
completed on 11th March
and it was to be formally
unveiled on 9th May.

The statue was to be
erected at the Gibraltar rock
in the Hussain Sagar as
part of the ambitious
Buddha Poornima project
of the Andhra Pradesh
government.

The entire project expect-
ed to cost Rs. 5.58 crores,
came in for severe criticism
but Mr. Chenna Reddy,
Andhra  Pradesh Chief
Minister ultimately decided
to complete the project and
make it the central attraction
in the tourist complex at
Hussain Sagar Lake.

He plans to get the statue
retrieved from the lake and
have it installed.
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Lanka refugees land

The following
Times of India’’

Two shiploads of nearly
1,500 Tamil refugees from
Trincomalee in Sri Lanka,
who were denied entry by
the Tamil Nadu and Andhra

Pradesh Governments, are -

being given  shelter in
Orissa’s Koraput district.

According to sources in
" Bhubaneswar, the first batch
of refugees who had set sail
from nothern Sri Lanka on
6th March had been brought
to Malkangiri in the interior,
hilly region of Koraput dis-
trict by road from Visakha-
patnam. Another batch was
expected to reach the reset-
tlement site at Satiguda in
the same district later.

Work on erecting sheds to
accommodate the refugees
has already begun at Satiguda
and Malkangiri. The entire
area has been cordoned off
to facilitate identity checks
on the Tamils.

The Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ments were reported Lo have
denied entry to the relugees
because they feared the pre-
sence Of sume (Xuemist. 0
their ranks. LU 1> Do yet
clear whetuer the
are ordiunaly CiliZeus oI
members of the Er RLF
cadre.

1CLUBcCH

The two chartered ships
Carrying the Tamils had first
janded at Madias port beca-
use the passengers were keen
on staying in Tamil Nadu.
When they were not allowed
to berth, they sailed to Visak.
hapatnam where, (oo, tha
Andhra Goverment was not
willing to accept taem.

The Orissa Chief Minister,
Mr. Biju Patnaik, however,
agreed to resettle the Tamils
because he felt the reiugee
problem was & national oue
initially, the refugees were
expecied to lan. at Parauip
port and tenis had already
been pitchea there. But as
Paradip was not found
suitable, it was dccided to
accommodate the tefugees in
the spaisely-populaisd dati-
guda area in south-western
orissa.

The details of the rehabili-
tation scheme are yetto be
worked out and the financial
implications arc not knowa.

The Uniou Government is
believed to have provided
an aavance of Ros. [0 lukhs
to Orissa for iniual cXpenses.

The Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, Mr. M. Karunani-
dhi, said Sri Lankan Tamil
militants, whatever group
they represented, would not
be given shelter in relugee
camps or be allowed tu set
up base in the state.

report
on lIth March:

appeared in ‘““The

He said he learnt about
the movement of Lankan
Tamils mostly belonging to a
militant group in ships char-
tered for carrying IPKF men
and materials the day before
the vessel **M. V. Harshavar-
dhan” arrived 1n Madras.

Mr. Karunanidhi conveyed
to Mr. V. P. Singh, the state
government’s concern about
the law and order situation
that could be created by an
influr of Sri Lankan milita-
nts into Tamil Nadu. This
led to the diversion of tne
ships to an Orissa port.

Asked about a report that
their movement to Orissa
was a temporary arrange-
ment, Mr. Karunanidhi cla-
rified that his Government
would not allow members of
any Tamil groups to carry
on their activities or set up
camps in Tamil Nadu in
fu.ure. This gave scope for
a couflict among the warring
groups and would create a
taw and order situation in
the state, Mr. Karunanidhi
said.

His Goverament, however,
had no vpjecuon to receiving
genuwine relugees from  Sri
Lanka, ne added
3,00V vl them, wino had come
to tue state 10 tne last three
mouths, were put up at
Mandapam (10 Ramanatha-
puiam dustrict ) and the
Kottapattu refugee camp,
near lrichy.

Meanwhile, the Eelam
National Democratic Libera-
tion Fiont (eNDLF) expre-
ssed concern at the attitude
of the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment in relusing permission
to the refugees.

Thoe ENDLF  general
secretary, Mr. G. Gnana-
sekaran, 10 a statement, said
whe lndlan Goverument had
persuaded Colombo to allow
tue relugees to be shipped
w lndia. Betore they boar-
ded the ship, the 2,000-o0dd
Tamils were registered with
tn. 1rKEF 1o lrincomaiee
and screeued lor arms. He
suld he was at a 10>s 1o
undeistaud how these ua-
armed refugees could causea
law and order problem for
Tamil Nadu.

Referiing to Mr. Karuna-
nidht’s 1elations with the
LITE he saig: “Those who
had fought .he Indian Gov-
ernment have now become
.he pets of the present Tamil
Nadu Government and those
who co-operated with India
are now receiving a stepm-
otherly treatment.” He urged
the state government to
reconsider its ban on the
latest influx of refugees on
humanitarian grounds.

Nearly

in Orissa

**The: Times ~of  India®
correspondentfrom Colombo,
Seema Guha, adds The Tamil
Nadu Government’s decision
to turn away the Indian ship
carrying over 750 Tamil refu-
gees, including women and
children, fleeing certain
death at the bhands of the
Liberation Tigers, have dis-
ma, ed the pro-indian Eelam
People’s Revolutionary Libe-
ration ‘Front (EPRLF)
leaders.

While the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne, wel-
comed Mr. Karunanidhi’s
action, sober elements within
the Sri Lankan administra-
tion are aware of the future
problems Colombo would
have to face if the Tamil
Nadu Government can act
independently of the Centre.

A senior bureaucrat saw
Mr. Karunanidhi’s action
as the fall-out of a weak
Central . Government. He
went on to explain thattoday
some Sri Lankans are happy
about what has happened,
but tomorrow if Madras
defies the Centre, and deci-
des to help tue Liberation
ligers ag.unst the Sri Lanka
Goveinmeat, the tables may
be turned. He pointed out
that 1f New Delhi could not
influence the staie govern-
ments, all 1ts protestations

about- upiolding —tac umty |-

and 1ntegrity of Sri Lanka
would fall on deaf ears. It
would nave no effect on the
indep:ndent course chartered
by the Tamil Nadu Gover-
ment.

A large number of Sinh-
alese are sceptical about
the sincerity of the LTTE's
present postures. Most peo-
ple feel it is only a matter
of time before the Tigers
and the Sri Lankan Gover-
nment fall out. In such an
event, Mr Karunanidhi’s
pro-LTTE sympathjes will
puse a proolem to Colombo,
What is even less palatable
to the Sri Lankans, is the
fact ihat this may have
been done with the concur-
rence of New Delhi.

If so, this is being rega-
rded as a clear signal to
the Tigers that India is
willing to forget the past,
and start a new chapter of
friendship with the LTTE.
Colombo forsees the dangers
of such a development, which
in the long term can work
against the interests of the
Sri Lankan Government. By
refusing to allow the LTTE’s
bitterest opponenis to take
refuge in Tamii Nadu, Mr
Karunanidhi’s credentials
with the Tigers will remain
intact, making it possible
for the chief minister to
play a vital role in future
negotiations between
Delhi and the LTTE.

CAIRO BANS MAG

The Egyptian authorities
are using economic censo-
rship to prevent the Arab
world’s leading international
feminist association from
publishing a quarterly mag
azine.

Dr. Nawal El Saadawy,
Egyptian feminist writer and
head of the Cairo-based
Arab women’s Solidarity
Association (AWSA), has
been refused permission to
put “Noun”, the AWSA
Arabic language magazine
on public sale. Consequently,
the magazine is faced with
closure because it cannot
gain income from public
sales.

Dr. Ali Lutfi, president
of the Higher Press Council,
explained that “Noun’’ did
not meet the legal condit-
ions set in article 19 of
the Press Law, according
to which a deposit of EL
250,000/~ for a daily and
100,000 for a weekly (about
Rs. 4 milion and Rs. 1.5
million respectively) ought
to be deposited as a pre-
condition for printing.

“Noun’’, however, was
neither weekly nor daily.
It was a quarterly, and thus,
according to Dr. Saadawy,
the—authorities were ‘‘mis=
taken in applying the law
in this context.’’

ARTICLE 16, the London
-based International Centre
on Censorship, (90 Borough
High Street, London SEI
ILL. UK) in a statement
said: *“By placing the cond-
ition of a financial deposit
on a monthly or quarterly
publication, the Egyptian
Press Council is going bey-
ond the limits of its own
Press Law and that it is
using its power to censor
AWSA by preventing them
from publishing ¢ Noun.”’

ARTICLE 19 is the inspi-
ration of American journalist
and champion of civil rights.
the late J. Roderick Mac-
Arthur.

Taking its npame and
purpose from the nineteenth
article of the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rig-
hts, the organisation holds
that freedom of expression
is a global human right,
defined and guaranteed by
international law.

The Director of Article
19 is Ms. Frances D’ Souza.
Among the members on its
international board are
British writer, William Sha-
weross, Soli Sorabjee, former
Solicitor-General - of India,
Zwelakhe Sisulu, Editor of
the black South —African
newspaper “New Nation”’
and Tarize Vittachi.

PROBE KILLINGS AND

DISAPPEARANCES

The Jaffna  University
Students’ Union (JUSU)
have called on the Sri
Lankan Government to hold
a public inquiry into the
killings and disappearance
of  University students

throughout the island.

In a recently published
report the JUSA says that
reopened in
function

universities
January cannot
properly unless large num-
bers of stuuents still held
in custody are released.
They have asked the Govern-
ment to publish a list of
students arrested by the
Security Forces.

The of State
terrorism in the South is a
direct resuit the JUSU says
of the silence of political
parties and student organi-

growth

sations, years earlier when
Sri Lankan forces unleashed
an orgy of violence on the

people of the North and
East.

The Jaffna-based Univer-
sity Teachers for Human
Rights (UTHR), who released
their third report at the
beginning of this year, have
been instrumental in draw-
ing attention to killings and
disappearances in the North-
East carried out by IPKF
forces and Tamil militants
since the Indian occupation.

Last November, represen-
tatives from  Universities
throughout Sri Lanka gather-
ed in Jaffna for a two-day
series of meetings and
seminars on education and
human rights, dedicated to
the memory of Dr. Rajani
Thiranagama, a leading figure
in the UTHR, iwho was
killed by a militant at
Thirunelveli
Jaffna
earlier.

Juuction in

town two months
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Step by Step —
up the Garden Path'!

-« Let us go step by step. Certainly the withdrawal of
the IPKF is welcomed by the people of the North
and the East. They look forward to and expect
peace, law and order, which the IPKF was unable
to ensure.’”’ So said eminent jurist and ex-Supreme

Court judge T. W. Rajaratnam, M. P., in an
exclusive interview with the New Saturday Review
on the eve of the departure of the IPKF from

Sri Lanka.

Mr. Rajaratnam said ¢ The materialisation or
the fulfilment of these expectations will depend
on three factors - 1. The Indian Government keeping
its hands off the affairs of the North and the East
which they have promised. 2. Maintaining of good
relations at the highest level of diplomacy by the
Sri Lankan Government. 3. The concern and
commitment of the Government and the LTTE to
usher in an era of peace, law and order.

Q. Will the attitude of the LTTE towards
India change?

A. It depends on the change of attitude on
the part of India towards the LTTE., It cannot be
anilaterally considered.

Q. Will the cry for Eelam cease?

A. Certainly, if the need for Eelam does not
arise. One has to accept the law of cause  and
effect in the field of politics too.

Q. Will the Sri Lanka Government share
power with the LTTE?

L

A. That question does not arise in a unitary
form of Government, except to the extent of the
substantial devolution of power, subject io the
sovereignity of all our people. It is my perception
that the term ¢“power” in the question is not very
appropriate. It is not a question of power, but
duties and responsibilities on the part of everybody
in the national interest. Under our constiiution
only the people wields sovereign power. It is a
matter of sharing of responsibilties and duties for
the cause of peace, law and order on the part or
the Government and the LTIE. Both the Govern-
ment and the LTTE must have a sense of commit-
ment towards these objectives, justice.

In any case, my concept is not that of sharing
power, but a concept of devolution of responsibili-
ties and duties to the people, who are sovereign,
whether in the North-East or the South. 1 want to
make clear that the situation in the country is far
too serious for power politics.

Q. How will the different ethnic communities
in the East react to the LTTE take-over.?

A. “Take-over’” is not the appropriate word,
It depends on the commitment of the LTTE for
justice, and there is no reason to doubt that a
sense realisation of duties and responsibilities will
ensure justice and peace. There must be a concern
to prevent man’s inhumanity to man. Foreign
intervention should be prevented.

Q. Will fresh elections in the North-East help
in solving relations among the different comm-
unities?

A. Fresh elections are necessary. The Provincial
Council elections were not free and fair. There
was effective interference by the IPKF. I am
neither optimistic nor pessimistic about the future.
Being a realist and a humanist, if everyone conce-
rned is sincere and willing to learn from the lessons
~of history, not forgetting the past mistakes, there
is no reason why I should not be optimistic.

.Rupavahini

JR & the Ethnic Problem

Talks with the President
led me to conclude that his
heart was not in the opera—
tion but that he was under
pressure from the hawks and
the militar)/. The militants
camps were in densely
populated areas so a blood-
bath was likely if it was
carried out.

Jayewardene asked me to
make one more attempt to
persuade  Prabhakaran to
meet him, a plus point for a
man accused of intransigence
on the ethnic problem.

Our final discussion took
place in the presence of the
National Security Minister,
Lalith Athulathmudali.I went
to Jaffna by air force plane
an an official emissary of
the President and with ten
days to get a word.

I sent message after mess—
age to the LTTE headquar-
ters. Prabhakaran was simply
“not available”. Jaffna was
then reeling under the bloc—
kade. Food, fuel and other
essentials were very short.

I was invited to a mesting
of concerned citizens at the
Jaffna University to discuss
the crisis. It was decided
to seek an interview with
Prabhakaran to explore brin-
ging about an immediate
ceasefire and easing = the
people’s suffering.

I went back to my office
at 4th Cross Street, Jaffna.
About 20 machine-gun toting
LTTE cadres, led by ‘Radha’
(who had taken over the
northern command from
Kittu after he lost a leg
on an assassination bid) were
waiting outside.

I asked: ¢“What’s the
problem?’’ Radha said they
wanted to interrogate me.
I said: “Okay as long as
you leave your guns outside”.

Five members of the LTIE
political wing, unarmed
wing, came inside. I was
quizzed for nearly an hour.
Who organised the meeting?
What was the out come?

I told them everything
plainly, but they were not
satisfied. Around 7.30 p.m.
the same day an armed
party came to my tempor-—
ary home in Iaffna at
Kasturiar Road and took
me to a camp at Tinnevely.
I was held incommunicado
for four days.

The standard treatment
for ‘‘offenders” of any sort
against the LTTE was to
be tied to the nearest lamp-
post and shot through the
head. Thankfully there was
no further questioning nor—
torture. I was treated royally.
Those four days were the
best I had spent in Jaffna
in four years: regular meals,
home comforts, books and
newspapers, radio and TV,
cigarettes and liquor.

1 taunted my captors. I
said 1 had reserved three
lamp-posts  outside the
<« Saturday Review  office,
the centre one for me and
the others for my assistants.

Apparently, the Tigers
had. become worried about
stories spread in Jaffna by
some Tamils jealous of the
power that a man from the
South wielded. I was sup-
posed to be a double agent,
the President’s man, etc.

My connections with the
President are no secret. As
a journalist, I have followed
his career for 35 years.
Since the 1977 general
election, when he came to
power for the first time,

- I 'had been in close touch

with him.

Since the 1983 tragedy,
when thousands of Tamils
living in Sinhalese areas
were massacred, 1 had
moved closer to him, not
for personal gain but to
see if a settlement of the
ethnic conflict could be
speedily reached, so that
sanity would prevail.

The LTTE investigated
the circumstances in which
I came to Jaffna as the
President’s emissary. They
conceded, albeit reluctantly,
that I had acted only to
save the Tamil people from
further suffering by bringing
together the protagonists—
President Jayewardene and
the LTTE supremo. They
released me unconditionally.
It was all, they said, a
“big misunderstanding.*’

Anyway, it was all too
late. ‘‘Operation Liber—
ation was launched in

mid-May and Jaffna was
shelled from land, seaand
air. Much blood was spilt.
Hundreds of innocent people

died. Substantial damage
was caused to property.
Even

the Jaffna hospital
was bombed. :

As® the security forces
tightened the noose round
the LTTE, India intervened.
That is another story.

‘Monitor’ on Journalist’s Death

The bullet - riddled body
of Richard de Zoysa, one
of Sri Lanka's leading
journalists, was found
washed ashore on Koralaw-
ella beach south of Colombo
on 19th February. Reports
say he was abducted from
his mother’s house at Weli-
kade at 3a.m. two days
earlier by sixgunmen led
by a man in police uniform.

Mr. de Zoysa (33), a
former newscaster for the
television net-
work, was deputy Asia editor
for Inter Press Service, a

prominent  Third World
news agency Dbased in
Rome. In the past he had

also worked as a media
consultant to the Sri Lankan
Army’s Joint Operations
Command. Former National
Security  Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali and Planta-
tions Minister Gamini
Dissanayake, sidelined in

the present administration,
attended his funeral.

Inside sources suggest his
death is part of a long-
running feud between rul-
ing United National Party
(UNP) factions. They point
to de Zoysa’s authorship
of the stage satire *‘Who
is he? What is he doing?”’
produced - by Lakshman
Perera, a municipal council-
lor who disappeared myste-

rious four weeks earlier to
de Zoysa’s ‘killing.

Richard de Zoysa’'s killing
has generated outrage and
foreboding among Colom-
bo’s English -
middleclassand among jour-
nalists around the world.

The state -owned Daily
News published a front-page
protest on 26th February
from he International Press
Institute saying the de
Zoysa family suspected the

educated

gunmen were members of
the security forces.

State Information and
Broadcasting Minister A. J.
Ranasinghe denied any such
involvement but Opposition
leader Sirima Bandaranaike
convening a human rights
conference of nine political
parties in late February,
blamed paramilitary groups

inside the security forces
controlled by prominent
politicians.

(Reproduced from the

February 1990 issue of “The
Sri Lanka Mounitor’’ publish-
ed by the British Refugee
Council.)

P, S. Mr. de Zoysa was

one of the few jounalists
from the South who accepted
the invitation of the then
Jaffna - based ‘“Saturday
Review” to visit the North
to study the situation there
at first hand instead of
depending on official hand-
outs. He visited Jaffna
twice during trouble times
and returned safely The
tragedy was that he was
killed in the South. We
mourn his untimely death.
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The Salt of the Earth

There is the story of an ‘editor of a small
newspaper in the the “wild West” in America who
was one day sitting in his swivel chair, sucking his
‘pipe and musing pleasantly of life. Suddenly, a
bullet crashed through the window and embedded
itself in the wall in the back of his head. A happy
smile lit up the editor’s face. “Ah’, he said comp-
lacently, 1 know that column of ours yesterday was
going to be a success”

We would have preferred to bow to tradition
and not bring in a tone of seeming levity into the
editorial comments of the inaugural issue  of
SATURDAY REVIEW - in what should probubly
be a ponderous, pompous, unilateral declaration of
the paper’s intentions. But levity or no levity: we
have also to bow to a certain popular view from
Colombo that does not exclude such -‘wild West”
scenarios happening in the ¢wild North” of Jaffna.
That is a pity because the issue is not one of
violence; violence is not a pleasant happening jany-
where, nor is it ‘anyone’s exclusive preoccupation.
Violence takes various forms - violence to Iruth,
violence by speech, viole.ce by political design,
violence by the gun, the knife and the sword. The

jssue is really o e of mu.ntal approaches and one’s
individual preferences for mental images. We often

believe what we cuoose to belive.

One of the saddest facts of contemporary
Sri Lankan life is that the habit of rational logical
thinking on public issues, purticularly m relation to
Sinhala-Tamil relations, has almost ceased to exist,
except in the case of a minoiity of men, who are
prepared to carry the (ross, sayit and be damned,
branded -as eccentrics Or anti-nationals, or both.

The Tamils in Sri Lanka had over the past
twenty six yeais gone through the gory experience
of being at the 1eceiving end of spasms of mob
violence, with more than 1Wo generations carrying
the scars with them yet. But yet mob violence recedes into
compaiative insignificance when looked at against the
mob thinking of the human mind; a trait surpiisingly
‘present among men who
ectable, educated, holding high posiuogs m Lfe,
professionals, journalists, acadcmxgs,... What had
gone wrong Wwith them? Some of them show surp-
rising clarity of thoughi, a great liberalism of out—
look, sound common Scnse, clean Vvalucs on ail
matters EXCErT on 1he quuston of Siunala-Tamil

relauons!

How dues one explain this ph.nomenon? How
did tne me.tal biock occui? Succussive politicians
both in and ou. oi power, had cerwainly  laid (he
foundations for if, anu cun.nued to buud on vhem.
But the more damaging devVelvpuen. was the cru-
- mbling of the mass media, whicn aloug with an
independent and 1earless Juuictary consutuces he
bulwarks against ihe erosion ol free ihinking 1n
any democratic society Tius is where the SATUR-

DAY REVIEW comes in.

As far back as 1796, Coleridge wrote: “In an
enslaved State the - Rulers form and supply the
opinions of the People. Thi- is the mark by which
Despotism  is distinguished for it is the power by
which Despotism is begun and continued...” The
SATURDAY REVIEW’s primary function will be
to encourage its readers to think straight, form
their own opinions; not to shy away from Truth
even when it is unpleasant; to be steadfast in their
convictions and be proud of them, even if they
find themselves in a small minority. Such men are
the salt of the earth, and in them lies .the hope
of preserving the sanity of the nation, the decen—
.cies of life, and the character of a people.

are otherwise decent, iesp-

Ecomony in Big Mess

In the preoccupation with
the Tamil insurgency in the

North and the Sinhalese
insurgency in the South,
Sri Lanka’s media have

tended to give little publicity
to the country’s deteriorating
economic situation which has
been the progenitor and
promoter of the twin
menaces.

Most of the media are
under state control or
influence so that they could
not have been expected to

highlight the economic
failures of the rightwing
United  National Party

Government led by Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene from July 1977
to January 1989 and there-
after by Mr. R. Premadasa.
Rather they often gave
publicity to what critics
have described as sunshine
stores.

One of the most recent
instances was the pledging
of 612 million by the
Western-dominated Aid Sri
Lanka Consortium. This was
splashed in the media as
an expression of cuntinued
confidence of the world
community in the policies
followed by the UNP Govern-

_ment...No.mention was. made

of Sri Lanka’s slide into
the debt trap which has

-become the highest common

denominator of Third World
countries.

Let us look at the economic
indicators, provided by no
less than the Government’s
own Central Bank.

The budget deficit in 1977
was Ks. 3 biulion. In 1988,
for whicn complete Central
Bank statistics are publicly
available, it was Rs. 42.6
billion. It was much more
in 1989 and certain to be
still much more in 1990.
The Government has proved
to be a financial rake.

The Government has been
borrowing hike hell from all
possible sources to keep it
going. The national debt
today exceeds Rs. 260 billion,
of which foreign, and the
most  dangerous component,
is nearly Rs. 150 billion.

The balance of payments
is in complete disarray. The
total deficit by the end of
the second quarter of 1989
was in the region of
Rs. 9 billion.

The official cost of living
index, which is no accurate
reflecctor of the actual cost
of living, stood at 570 in
1977. It is now up to
2,500.

A Dbetter reflector is the

price of karapincha (curry
leaves), an essential in every

Sri Lankan curry. What
was available in 1977 at
five cents is now up to

Rs. 1.50 And the bunch
is much smaller!

The main culprits of this
exercise in Sr1 Lanka going
down the pal/lan are the
World  Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund,
which in 1977 forced the
country to adopt a liberalised
economic policy.

Sri Lanka, I have written
earlier, became a prostitute
with anybody free to come at
anytime and do anything.

Foreign = multi-nationals
have the main beneficiaries,
exploiting the situation of the
full.

Now even rubber erasers
are imported. While Sri Lan-
ak is finding it difficult to
find export markets for its
own rubber.

On top of all this, the
International Monetary
Fund, backed by the World
Bank, is imposing impossi—
ble conditions on Sri Lanka.

It i, insisting on the
comiplete privatesations, in
other words the derationali
ration, of the public sector,
including a Member of Vital
Government departments.

Here are excepts from
IMP/WB policy matrix for
Sri Lanka which has imple-
mented before the end of
this year.

Examine the desirability
of increasing the retirement
age for civil servants as
well as  increasing the
minimum number of years
in service to quality for
full pension benefits.

Analyse the  financial
implications of changing the
exiscing Employees Provident
Fund into a pensicn system.

Improve targeting of the
Janasaviya Programme, re-
duce its total cost, and
gradually transform it into a
more production - oriented
and sustainable program.

Set limits on the number
of JSP Dbeneficiaries to
contain the combined cost
of the JSP and the mid-day
meal to more than 3.2%
of GDP.

Improve targeting of the
mid-day meal program,

Private United Motors,
Ceylon Oxygen and State
Distilleries.

Convert 16 other public
sector enterprises to public
liability companies as a
first step towards privati-
sation,

Eliminate subsibies for
wheat flour, rice and ferti-
lizer.

Elirainate -subsidy to the
Sri Lanka Central Transport
Board reduce subsidy to
railways.

Implement freeze on filling
vacancies in the entirety of
the public sector.

Enact legislation introdu-
cing excise taxes.

income tax
holidays for establishments
whose holidays have been
extended through 31st March
1990.

Discontinue

Discontinue exemption on
import taxes on capital goods
and raw materials for proj-
ects catering to the domestic
market.

Change the unit of taxation
from individuals to families

for income tax purposes;

Broaden the coverage of

income tax toincludecurr=—————

ently exempt persons and

institutions.

Increase the Business Turn—
over tax rates to be followed
by value added tax in the
context of -the 1990 budget.

Reduce proportion of out-—
standing treasury bills held
by the Central Bank

Prepare an action plan
to streamline civil adminis—
tration.

Reduce overstaffing in - the
public sector and rationalize
civil administration.

Close five departments
(Government Supplies, Hou-
sing, Land, Marketing,
Commodity Purchase) and
retrench 300 staff from
Supplies and Housing Depa-
rtments and prepare plans
for retrenchment redeploy—
ment for 4,000 staff of other
three departments

- Carry out a census of
staffing levels and establish
a reporting system in the
Ministry of Finance to
monitor the staff strength
of each department in each
Ministry and in each non
—central government Institu-
tion. '

Eliminate the 100% tax
on transfers of equity shares
to foreigners.

(Cont. Page 7)
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Karl Marx once said that
humankind can break with
its past light-heartedly. For
all historical events occur
twice, the first time as
tragedy, the second as farce.
1 cannot but think only
this of Marx as we appro-
ached the residence of Mr.
A. Varatharaja Perumal,
Chief Minister of the North
East Provincial Councils
where we were supposed to
mect him for a farewell

party.

Trincomalee, after an year
and a half, seemed quite
calm to me. None of the
gun-troping militants were
there to be seen. An Indian
Army heavy wvehicle passed
us roaring. That carried the
last batch of pro-Indian
militant groups, the onlook-
ers said.

. It was 12th March and
the news that Tamil Nadu
had already rejected a ship
load of <¢Refugees” had
come. The anxious onlookers
swarmed the Mutur jetty
from which the remaining
members of the pro-Indian
groups and their supporters
were to be taken to an
unidentified destination in
India

We, too, joined the crowd

in the expectation that we
could chick some photo
graphs. But to the dis-

appointment of us, we learnt
that all of them had been

taken to Prima jetty at
China Bay.

Within 30 minutes we
were at China Bay but

failed in all our attempts
to get into the harbour. The

SOVIET CHANGES

Commenting on the recent
changes in the Soviet Unpion,
Mr.
ofthe Revolution ary
Marxist Party states:

«“The decline of the soviet
economy and the failure of
USSR to ensure living stan-
dards to working people
equal to even those prevailing
in some of the less developed
countries, is not the failure
of Communism, as has been
the triumphant acclaim of
capitalists and apologists for
capitalism.”’

He points out that the
socio — economic crisis that
has surfaced in the Soviet
Union during the last decade
stems from the usurpation of
power of the proletariat by
the Stalinist ruling clique,
which soon transformed itself
mto the leaders of the new
bureaucratic caste and esta-
blished a dictatorship.

According to Mr. Sama-
rakkody, the ruling sections
of the bureaucracy have no
need of any Marxist theory,
but “only the fig-leaf of a
caricature of Marxism.”’

At the root of the economic
decline was the bareaucracy.
Its rule was marked by the
robbery of the people’s
wealth, privileges and prero-
gatives for the bureaucrats,
denial of democratic rights
of the working class and the
soviet masses, arbitrary arre-
sts, suppression of oppositio-
nal currents, the imprison-
ment without trial of thou-
sands, torture, - executions
and deportations.

Edmund Samarakkody- -

It was inevitable that the
centralised planned economiy
the USSR

from a backward country
into a world power turned
into a ‘“command economy.”’

While Gorbachev was tal-
king of democratic rights the
Soviet working class and the
masses were reaching out for
their rights and liberties
denied to them for decades.
They began exercising the
rights of assembly, demons-
tration, strike and publica-
tion.

He adds that the truth
about restoring democratic
rights is that Gorbachev has
linked these rights with the
release of market forces on a
wide scale.

¢« Capitalist restoration is
not in the interest of the
working class and the Soviet
Masses but of those sections
of the bureaucracy aspiring
to become the new capitalist
class.

“The need of the working
people of the Soviet Union
is to develop the economy on
socialist lines, ending of the
stranglehold of the bureauc-
racy, the ending of its privi-
leges. This is possible not
through the Gorbachev
reforms but by political revo-
lution to overthrow the bure-
aucracy and set up soviets,
democratically elected coun-
cils, in other words, the
establishment of workers
democracy."

whole area was churning
with  the Indian  troop
movements.

The trucks and heavy

vehicles were moving on one
after another in a hurried
frenzy. 1 casually approached
an Indian officer and asked
whether there is a possi-
bility of wus going inside

-the harbour just to see the

Indian soldiers off.

“That’s not our business.
Go and ask the Sri Lankan
officers.”’

I told him that we have
already asked them and
their answer was that we
should get permission from
the Indian officers.

“Then you go the main
office in Trinco. Ok? ' 1
cannot allow you inside”
that was the end of our

going inside the harbour.

On returning to Trinco-
malee town, we stopped our
vehicle at an Indian camp
beautifully pitched amidst
woods, and was in the
process of decamping. We
Just wanted-to take a couple
of photos. The sentry
refused.

“Can’t we go and meet
I asked.

your officer?”’
sYies % fhe 't said = and
grinned. ‘“Where is he?”

With this question we already
started walking towards the
camp.

“No’ he replied. “What’s
no?”’ you just said that we
could meet your officer!”’

Again a firm “No.”’

Then my friends asked
“can we take some photo
graphers.....photos...we can
also take one of yours..”’

This time he said yes and
we took a photograph of
him. The poor fellow must
have seen satisfied with the
luminescence of the flash
gun. The important lesson
one should learn about
talking to an Indian jawan
is repeat a question, if he
says no.

We met the officers, talked
to them. Rather uninterested.
They said they were happy
to so.

“Are you going straight
away to Kashmir?”’ asked
my friend and they smiled
whole heartedly.

Chick, Chick, Chick. A
lot of photographers. We
said good-bye. If any body
wants effective peace-keeping,
send Indian Army (to
uadermine the peace) and
ask . LRLE . ito
the Indians !

land-mine

The Indian Army Camp
at the junction (Trinco-
Kantalai-China Bay) was the
site of an emotional fare-

well. There = were four

- Buddhist monks, just arrived

to restore the vihara and
resettle themselves close to
the junction. The omni-
present Sri Lankan police-
men, were their with their
sophisticated weapons.

A couple of tourists; a
large gathering of people:
and we.

The Indian soldiers were
moving in coloums towards
China Bay and a helicopter

hovered over again and
again. The tanks rolled on
streets not so ominously

this time and the comman-
ding officers were all sweet.

One of the major camps
was totally dismantled and
only a dbozen ammunition
boxes were left to be carried.

The commanding officer
walked towards the gate,
where the Sri Lankan Police
chiefs were ever ready to
shake hands.

Indians and ‘Sri Lankans
met; a formal hand shake.

~ “Flop!” Ah. We missed
the event. The camera was
not ready in time.

*“Could you please shake
hands again I missed this
important event.

“Yeah with pleasure.”

They shooked hands while
the policemen entered the
“Chick!” “Thanks a lot”
good-bye !”” We walked back
to our Delica van. ““Just a
moment!’’ shouted a soldier.

“Don’t ask us to come
again.”
The Tiger leader Days

alias Dayalan was all smiles
and in civils as we met
him not at his headguarters
but at one of his tail-qu-
arters off Nilaveli.

Relaxed, casual and with-
out much pomp he said that
tigers are alteady in Trinco
town.

Does he see any possibility
of clashing with the SL force.?

“Not at the moment How-
ever, things are all, up to
Premadasa.’’

What about the Sinhala
refugees who are stationed
at Ford Frederic and the
vicinity of the Fort?

“Matters are being sorted
out with the Government.
In any case, all the Sinhalese
settlements that came up
after 1958 should go!”

Where to?

-

‘Somewhere to the South’?
‘“Why, there are not many

‘Tigers in Trinco while in

Jaffna and Batticaloa?”’

“We are inconspiquos
here. We have as much as
Tigers as in Jaffna and
Batti. However the situation
different here in Trinco,
you know.”

“Well” How are you with
the Sri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress now?”’

“We do not have problems
with them here. We talk to
them.”

ECONOMY IN BIG MESS (Cont. from Page 6)

Begin auctions of increases
in quotas to exporters of
garments.

Permit free transfer of
quotas in respect of EEC
and USA markets.

Eliminate special incenti-
ves granted to the handloom
sector 1988.

Establish a

committee  to

high-level
streamline
bureaucratic processes inclu-
ding regulations restricting
competition and unfair price
advantages such as to Air
Lanka and the '

Shipping Corporation.

Ceylon

Examine the feasibility
of privatising at least one
of the

Banks.

two large state

<

Improve cost recovery in
irrigation.
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Dispirited, Disenchanted Troops Withdrawal

This report by Seema Guha from Colombo
Times of India’’ on 24th March :

As the Indian armed forces
prepare to leave Sri Lanka.
after more than two years

of operations on foreign
there is a sense of

bitterness and frustration at
all levels in the IPKF.

There isa general feeling
among both soldiers and
officers that the nation has
not appreciated either their
sacrifices or understood the
problems faced by a conv-
entional army, .forced into
playing a politicomilitary
role with inadequate prep-
arations.

What has hurt and ruffled
the senior echelons of the
Indian Army is Delhi’s
refusal to publicly rebuff
the Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister, Mr Ranjan Wije-
ratn’s assertion that ~Indian
bureaucrats and generals are
a pack of liars.” :

The army feels that the
ndian Government should
have publicly refuted Mr
Wijeratne’s statement. A
senior army officer remar-
ked: *This is an affront to
the manhood of the Indian
Army, which has sacrificed
more than a thousand lives
in fighting someone else’s
war.’’

They are also angry with
the Tamil Nadu Chief Mini-
ster and officials who repo-
rtedly claimed that it was

most of the officers believe
this.

There are differing perce-
ptions of what the Indian
Army achieved in Sri Lanka-
While many observers feel
that the IPKF got bogged
down in the quagmire of
Tamil ethnic rivalry and
was no match for the Tiger
guefillas fighting on home-
ground, the Army itself
begs to differ.

The Army personnel reéact
with anger when reminded
that they failed in their
basic task of disarming the
LTTE militants. A middle
level officer exploded: “Do
you think it was easy to
fight with one hand tied to
our backs? If we went all
out for the Tigers we could
have smashed them, But
bear in mind the consequ-
ences of fighting a force so
intermingled with the civili-
ans that it was difficult to
hit one without affecting
the ocher, And when civili-
ans are affected it is you
presswalahs who make the
the most noise.”

The civilians naturally
resented the constant scarc-
hes and the innumerable
road blocks, all of which
were made worse by the
language barrier. However,
if the [igers got away with
an attack on either the

the IPKF which was brg;;ﬂ, MRKF or the provincial

ging in refugees :
Indian ships from Sriflfanka.

afoard---

“gé;\i%‘rnmenl, the Army got
.the ‘flak.

A visibly peeved ““officer

explained: ‘“The Army \ony

q@Fipally, the 1PKF had to

carries out the om'%ks\afq”gls&‘,:run the civil adminis-

N

the Government. We
no powers without the san-
ction of New Delhi. How

dare anyone accuse us of

this.”

This anger is being com-
pounded by the fact that
the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister seems to be unwi-
lling to accord an official
welcome to the troops who
sail for home on March
24, How far

ess of the Chief Minister
is true, is besides the point.
What is relevant is that

gk &
8, N, 'a

the Army’s
claim about the unwillingn-

task for which
it is not trained. The Indian
Army had 1c ensure that
buses ran, railway tracks
remained clear of explosives
and that supplies from Col-
ombo reached the people.

Later on, the provincial
government helped, but the
IPKF was very much in
the picture 1n maintaining
the fragile law and order
situation. The political and
military objectives generally
ran contradictory to each
other and often
self-defeating in the end.

proved

appeared, in the ¢ The

According to the general-
officer-commanding of the
IPKF in Sri Lanka, Gen
Kalkat, his men have fulfi-
lled the objectives for which
they had come The IPKF
was sent, he said to ensure
the unity and integrity of
Sri Lanka, and this was
done by fighting the group
which refused to accept the
accord. The second Indian
objective was to make sure
that the ethnic
was resolved politically,

problem

which is what is happening
at the moment.

Gen Kalkat also made it
clear, that if it was not
the Indian Army, which
made the going difficult for
the Tigers, they would never
have agreed to talk to the

President, Mr Premadasa,
to work out a political
solution. The General prai-
sed the Sri Lankan Army
saying that by and large it
honoured its commitments
and remained in the barr-
acks as in the
Indo-Sri Lankan accord.

promised

Gen Kalkat also said that
the army had to implement
policies set out by the
government and that it was
not for him to comment
on the right or wrong of

India’s involvement in Sri
Lanka.
Observers here feel that

the IPKF’s difficulties in
Sri Lanka have not been
fully understood by the
Indian public. Indian policy
planners would have done
better if they went into the
whole question with more

forethought, a better pers-
pective and the ability to
look ahead into the kind
of fallout the Indian inter—
vention was going to lead to.

This, in fact, has been
one of the IPKF's major
problems here. While at
one level it was told to win
the hearts and minds of
the people, on the other it
had to fight the LTTE
which bad its support base
among the majority of the
Tamils, especially in the
north. House often had to
be searched because sym-
pathisers hid LTTE activists
in their homes. Road blocks
and vehicles searches became
because the
Tiger had to be prevented

a  necessity,

from bringing weapons into
IPKF areas.

MUSIC

Sri Lanka is likely to see
a brand new Cabinet of
Ministers with a new Prime
Minister shortly.

What will be brand new?
A few changes here and
there, the dropping out of
a few no-gooders and the
injunction of several pro-
mising young politicians.

Well and good. But will
this sort of ad-boc changes
be to the overall good of
the country?

L CHAIRS

A Minister talkes at least
three months to settle down
in office. she has
to get to grips with the
Ministerial work and, equ-
ally important, to get to
know the personnel in
various departments in his
or her charge.

He or

all “this is Pre-

dent Premadasa’s problem.

“Anyway,

We wish him well in his

new endeavour.

In all those developments,
what is the role of the
Eelam Revolutionery Orga-
nisation of students (EROS),
now politically functioning
as the Eelavar Democratic

Front? It 1s the biggest
Tamil party in the Parlia-
ment with 12 members from
the North-East. (See next

issue for full story.)

And not to forget about
the. JVP. The movement
is not dead, through its
leader Rohana Wijeweera,
like one time ‘guru’ Che
Guavara, was killed by the
country’s security forces.
(see next issue for inside

story.)

5

GCSU Is 70

1

The Government Clerica

Service Union (GCSU) will

mark its seventieth anniver—
sary on 4th April.

On 20th February 1920.
clerks in thé General Trea-
sury met to form a {rade
union. After a long dispute
over its registration the
colonial government finally
relented and the GCSU was
registered under Trade
Union Act No. 15 of 1935.

With a doughty record of
struggle for trade wunion
rights, the GCSU together
with other clerical and wor-
kers unions launched the
1947 general strike. Kanda-
samy, a member of the
GCSU, was shot dead by
the police while marching
in a demonstration.

The general strike move-
ment of that year brought
to the fore activists like
T. B. Illangaratne, K. Vaik-
unthavasan, K. C. Nythian-
anda, Bala Tampoe, 1. J.
Wickrema, Prins Rajasooriya
and ,many others, who were
to play a dominant roll for
trade union, civil rights in
the island. :
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