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Prime Minister
RANASINGHE
PREMADASA ran
into a barrage of Eel-
am  protesters  at
Washington on his
recent trip to the

United States.

Spirited, placard carrying
Tamil Eelam activists and
Spartacists chanted
slogans and picketed out-
side the National Press Club
Building in Washington on
13 April when the Prime
Minister arrived to address
a VIP luncheon at the
National Press Club.

The demonstration was
organised jointly by the
EELAM TAMILS ASSO-
CIATION OF AMERICA
and the SPARTACIST
LEAGUE/US.

SRI LANKA-HANDS
OFF EELAM said a large
banner (See picture). FREE
VICTIMS OF ANTI-TA-
MIL TERROR, STOP
"ANTI TAMIL TERROR,
PREMADASA YOU
HAVE BLOOD ON YOUR
HANDS read some of the
‘placards that greeted the
Prime Minister. He was
hustled into the building
amidst cries of “Premadasa
You have blood on your
hands”.

Harried and worried of-
ficials of the Sri Lankan
Embassy had more prob-

Lord Averbury
to report to
U. N. Refugee

office

Continuing Human Rig-
hts violations in Sri Lanka
particularly directed against
the Tamils was condemned
at a meeting of the Tamil
Rights Group in U. K., held
on April - 13th. Among
those associated at the mee-
ting was Rev. Fr. Paul Cas-
persz, President, MIRJE.

SATURDAY REVIEW'!
understands that Lord Ave-
rbury of the House of
Lords known for his keen
involvement in  Human
Rights Affairs will person-
ally carry a report on the
Human Rights Violations
in Sri Lanka to the United
Nations High Commissioner l
for Refugees in Geneva.

lems on their hands even
inside the Luncheon Cham-
ber. . Nearly 50 dockets
containing Eelam literature
including the International
Commission of  Jurists’
Report on the Prevention
of Terrorism Act  were
quickly distributed to re-
presentatives of American
and World Media present.
Embassy officials tried to
shoo away the picketers by
saying that admission' in-
side was limited only to
those who held Luncheon
Tickets, whereupon the
picketers calmly produced
their Luncheon  Tickets!

Following this a New
Year celebration arranged
for the following day at
Washington was  moved
away to a quieter location

in Philadelphia.
Referring to the Wash-

ington demonstration the
Spartacist  press release
states: '

“A number of the Tamil
demonstrators had them-
selves been imprisoned,
beaten and tortured by the
Sri Lankan government. A
spokesman for the Eelam
Tamils  Association  of
America charged the Jaya-
wardene/Premadasa  gov-
ernment  with  genocide
against the Tamil people;
“We have been murdered,
butchered, burned- alive.
Ceylon is an island with
two countries, = Tamil
Eelam is occupied by the
Sinhalese Sri Lankan army
of occupation. .

“A spokesman from the
Spartacist League said “We
are here to protest Prema-
dasa’s visit to the US.
What does he have to say
to the American ruling
class? J. R. Jayawardene,
you were such a good boy
at the non-aligned confer-
ence. You opposed the
motion against the military
base at Diego Garcia. You
did everything the Ameri-
cans asked you to. What

~about the deals, shrouded

in mystery, the deals about
leasing oil tanks in Trinco-

. malee? What are the US

interests in  Trincomalee?
What about the IMF loans
that the US is planning to
cut back? Is that what
you’re here to talk about
Premadasa ?

~P.M.

runs

into

Felam

Protesters in

Washington

German concern over

Dr. Rajasundaram s arrest

Dr. S. Rajasundaram

The SRI LANKA CO-
ORDINATING CENTRE
KASSEL (Germany) has
appealed to President Jaya-
wardene “to work  for a
lawful handling of the case
of Dr. S. Rajasundaram, to
treat the detained person
in a human manner, to
allow him to contact his
family, to raise charges in

court without delay and
to ensure his immediate re-
lease where charges against

-him are found to have been

unjustified.”

The  appeal which is
jointly signed by the Presi-
dent Rev. ECKHARD
FENNER and the Secret-
ary HARALD KUHN ex-
presses deep concern about
the arrests of Gandhiyam’s
Organising  Secretary Dr.
Rajasundaram and other
Gandhiyam volunteers the
raids on Gandhiyam offices

at Vavuniya and Trinco-
malee  and the burning
down of 16 huts belonging
to Tamil settlers in Pan-
kulam. © The appeal goes
on to state ‘These events
are evidently not initiated
by local Government auth-
orities as it is reported that
the Home Minister Mr. K.
W. DEVA "AYAGAM
raised the matter “Gandhi-
yam movement harbour-
ing terrorists” at cabinet
level last year.”

Steps are rapidly be-
ing taken to set up a
‘BUDDHIST VILLAGE’
at Pottuvil in the Am-
parai District. The land
belonging to the State,
bordering a big  Bud-
dhist Vihara, has been
selected for this purpose.

‘Buddhist Village’ at Pottuvil

Mr. S. S. Abeysekera the
District Commissioner of
the National = Housing
Development Board has
written to the District
Land Officer seeking per-
mission for the use of the
land.
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MIRJE condemns human

rights violations

THE MOVEMENT FOR
INTER RACIAL JUSTICE
AND EQUALITY (MIRJE ,
Jaffna, has condemned ar-
rests, detentions and contin-
ued violations of human and
democratic rights in the
North and East.

A press statement issued
by the Secretary, J. E. Jaya-
seelan, states <“The MIRJE
Executive Committee of the
Jaffna Branch views with
great concern and condemns
the arrests and detentions

FOR UTILITY,
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 and continuation of violation

of human and democratic
rights in the Northern and
Eastern provinces of the
island.

“People’s movements and
social service organizations
have been subject to harass-
ment and repression. The
movements have been func-
tioning peacefully and demo-
cratically.

“MIRJE condemns the
arrest and detention of Dr.
Rajasunderam Secretary,
Gandhiyam, workers under
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act, and calls for their im-
mediate release. Gandhiyam
is a social organization that
has rehabilitated the Estate
Tamils, the poorest among

t he poor, displaced during

ol
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the riot of 1977 and there-
after,

“The MIRJE wishes to
register its protest against
the arrest and detention of
the several youths, including
Mr. ‘Varatharajaperumal,
Asst. Lecturer, Jaffna Cam-
pus, who were peacefully
participating in a seminar in
Batticaloa district. MIRJE
demands their immediate
release.

“MIRJE expresses its str-
ongest disapproval and con-
demns the manner in which
the peaceful and non-violent
demonstration launched by
by the Eeelam People Libe-
ration Front was tear gassed
and forcefully dispersed.

“MIRJE demands the
restoration of all democr-
atic, political trade union
and human rights.”

Watch out!
Next to

g0 up
will be
Postal
charges !

Watch out ! Next to go
up will be postal and
telecommunication chaz-
ges!

The Ministry of Posts
and Telecommunications
will have a ready excuse:
the increases in fuel and
energy charges, printing
charges, salary bill, etc.

With nearly 20,000 em-
ployees in the Posts and
Telecommunications De-
partment entitled to the
recent Rs. 100 a month
salary increase, the addi-
tional expenditure on this
head alone will be over
Rs. 25 million a year.

In keeping with the
UNP  Government’s
policy not to subsidise
public sector undertaking
 through Treasury advan-
ces, the Ministry will
have to find the addi-
tional money—by taxing
the public!

This in turn: will push
up the prices of services
and goods whose dispo-
sal depends heavily on
the postal and teleecm-
munication services.

This includes News-
papers, So, UP, UP and
UP, it will be, untill we
Sri. Lankans catch up
with: world prices !




‘ Eelam believer
-zime! Quite
~the gumption

- accord a civic reception to a
- visiting Prime

‘Daily

“ ‘Lake House'
~sway when he saw on nage 3

1983
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+Mr. Rajah Visuvanathan

Can one be a confirmed
and make ‘2
successful Mayor at -the same
obviously not.
Anyway, no Mayor who has
to refuse to

Minister—as
Jaffna Mayor Mr. Rajah Visu-

- vanathan has done—can ever
“hope to get any government

backing or funding to develop

“the city! This is a fact that

Mr. Visuvanathan should have
realized even as he took office

~four years ago in June, 1979.

But what this Lawyer—Mayor
who has a reputation for in-

corruptibility, has realised
almost at the tail end of his
Mayoral term, is another

bitter truth: that one cannot
be a genuine Eelam believer
and expect to go very far in

~the TULF Municipal Stakes in
today’s context. Mr. Visuvana-
~than has just over one month

more in office. His ‘ditching’
by the TULF High Command

- would be understandable had
- the reasons been that he had.
~failed to provide Jaffna city
~with a good administration

but it would certainly be a

« pity if the TULF is unable to
- find him congenial in muni-
-cipal

politics, for reasons
that he had taken a consis-

‘tent and .uncompromising st-
~and on the issue of Eelam.

More than an year ago

* SATURDAY REVIEW carried
«<On

its back page in the
issue of March 13, 1982,
under the head-line *‘JAFFNA

*'MAYOR . KEEPS OUT = OF
" TULF COURTESIES TO MINI-

Saturday Review

Jaffna Mayor,

i

a

martyr to the

Eelam cause?

STER'’, a report concerning
the visit of Lands Minister,
Gamini Dissanayake, to Kili-
nochchi and Jaffna. While
TULF veteran and DDC Chair-
man, S. Nadarajah, went all
the way to Kilinochchi to
garland the Minister and other
TULF MPs associated them-
selves with the ministerial
visit in some form or other
Mayor Visuvanathan covered

and displeasing the Prime
Minister, you cannot expect
the Mayor to get the P.M's
favours'’, protests the Mayor
when Saturday Review asked
him his views. ‘Even the Local
Government Authorities ass-
ured funds to implement pro-
jects while in Jaffna but later
they give excuses for not
fulfilling their assurances. The
Prime Minister assures funds
to meet the Jaffna Ratepayers’

Mr.  Visuvanathan cannot
understand, and what hurts
him is the lack of co-opera-
tion and backing from his own
Party High Command and even
the officials. Even his
ease the congestion in the
Jaffna bazaar area by shifting
the minibus stand to the
Jaffna Maidan opposite the
Post office was opposed by an
M.P. from his own Party.

It has been said that the

by a

Staff Writer

himself with glory in stand-
ing out. He even refused to
participate at. the reception
in connection with the inst-
allation of the wind mill at
the Subramaniam
function organized without
his knowledge and on which
nearly Rs. 4,000/~ was spent.
The Editor of this paper
was informed ‘at that - time
that our report had only
embarrassed the poor Mayor!

What has caused justified
bitterness in Mr.Visuvanathan's
mind is that he found himself
blamed for taking stands which
were in accordance with the
publicly ~stated policy of
the "TULF . 1. bss
Visuvanathan refused to hon-
our the Prime Minister with
a civic reception on his visit
to Jaffna, well, that was the
laid down party line. Did
the TULF leaders have the
courage to tell the Prime Mi-
nister that their Mayor was
merely obeying the party
directive? One suspects not.

*After refusing to receive

Park — 2

needs in the supply of water.
The officials plead for ~time
to implement the project.
To provide the adequate
supply of electricity to Jaffna
Ratepayers you need about
eight transformers. The Ele-
ctrical Engineer says that the
wires are old and need repla-
cement but without the needed
funds from the Local Govern-

ment Ministry it is not possi- .

ble to excute the projects.”

The Mayor cited the case
of Hospital Road. When he
wanted to take delivery of
the assured Barrels of tar he
was told that the promised
tar was diverted to Kandy.
Funds needed to implement
the sealed lavatory
project for Jaffna have not
been released yet.

One can understand the
Mayor's discomfiture at the
step-motherly attitude of the
Sri Lanka Government Autho-
rities in dealing with the
““‘Occupied’”” Tamil City of
laffna and with a Mayor who
talks about Eelam, but what

Goer-

It was Field Marshal

" ing one of Hitler's trusted
'“Lieutenants who once said, ‘'l
""FEEL LIXE DRAWING MY RE-

VOLVER WHEN ANYONE

"STARTS TALKING OF CUL-

TURE"". Recently to be speci-

“fic——on the night of Fridyy,

April 7th, the Big Boss cf

felt ‘the same

News cuts
‘Hindu culture to

of the Provincial Edition of
the ‘Ceylon Daily News' a
feature spread over 8 columns
head lined ‘UNIQUE CULTU-
RAL PAGEANT: HINDU WAY
OF LIFE DOWN THE AGES:
Prominently displayed were
three large photographs of
Tamil beauties who took part
in a cultural pageant called
‘SAKTHI' produced by the
Sri Lanka Tamil Women's
Union at the Ladies College
Hall, Colombo. The write-up
was signed by a Senior Staffer
of the paper, K. Nadarajah,

The ‘Lake House’ Big Boss
could not simply stomach this
large dose of Tamil Hindu
Culture, He stormed his way
into the Editorial Room at

Tamil
size!

10 p.m., and demanded that
the article be pulled out of
the paper completely.
However, with some plead-
ing on the part of some sen=
sible staffer there, a compro-
mise was arrived. It was orde-
red that for the Colombo Edi-

- tion the entire feature be

banished to a corner of
page 8. The head line was
reduced from 8 columns to 4
columns. 2 of the 3 pictures
were discarded completeiy.
The third picture was reduced
to one——third its size and
thereby thanks to the State
Controlled Daily News,Tamil
Hindu Culture was cut down
to (By two-thirds) size for
the benefit of the Tamil and
Sinhala readers in Colombo!

Duraiappah Stadium is not
well maintained. How can it
be maintained when the Police
authorities use it for landing
of helicapters?

T _.e is a tendency on the
part of some rate-payers to
compare the work done by
the late Mr. Alfred Duray-
appah when he was Mayor of
the City under the SLFP re-
gime. That was not surprising
because Mr. Durayappah being
an active member and the
local representative of the
ruling party had a ‘hot line’to
Colombo to the seats of
power and authority. He had
every right to expect politi-
cal favours from Colombo
and ultimately he paid the
price with his own life.

The moral of the whole
thing as we understand it is
that only by bartering the
rights of the whole Tamil
nation can one get benefits
for the rate-payers of the

idea to

ediately” !

3

City. That is the political
dilemma wb.ch any Mayor of
Jaffna will“.ave to face unless
he is prepared to adopt a
public posture for the con-
sumption of the Tamils on
one hand and adopt a differ-
ent private posture to the
authorities concerned. It is a
pity anyway that Mr. Visuva-
nathan should be ending his
term of office with a feeling
of bitterness and disillusion-

ment towards his own party,
remains a

although he yet
loyal member of it.

The perils
of talking
Tamil

in Colombo!

A senior sub-editor of a

its Baticaloa correspondent
ended up as ‘Tiger’ suspect
in a cop shop, after a hearty
lunch recently !

The two friends who
hadn't met for some time
dropped in at an eating
place in Fort near the news-
paper office. They had a
leisurely lunch paid the bill
Jand were just stepping out
of the hotel when armed
policemen hauled them away
to the police station close
by. There they were
grilled for quite some time.

The question centred on
whether they were linked
to the Tamil Eelam Libera-
tion Tigers. They were
allowed to leave only after
they had established their
identify as newspapermen
and proved to the satisfac-
tion of the cops that they
weren’t even paper tigers’.

The reason for this un-
expected ‘dessert’ ? The
two friends had been cha-
tting in Tamil while they
were lunching. Someone
who had observed this pho-
ned the police and told
them ‘‘There are two
‘tigers’ here. Come imm-

MATRIMONIAL

- 35 year old Sinhala Buddhist journalist film maker
and Project Manager of a foreign development organiza-
tion in Sri Lanka seeks English educated Tamil working
girl preferably from Cencral Province as partner.

Correspondence treated confidentially.
Please write: Advertisor M 100, C/O P.O. Box 122,

Jaffna.

CJ/O Dr. K. Velauthapiliai,
I, Lily Avenue,
i Colombo 6.

Jaffna Hindu College
Old Boys Association
Colombo

The draw of the Prize Competition in 2id of school
Building and Equipment fund fixed for 16th April 1983
is postponed for the |8th of June, 1983.
are kindly requested to continue with the sale of the
| tickets till 5¢h of June, 1983,

P. Thillainathan,
Secretary. |

The members

Colombo Tamil Daily and|

R
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The Transport . linistry is
reported to have given a con-
tract to a foreign firm to re-
port on the “‘uneconomical
routes” operated by the
SLCTB.

If true’ this is the bloody
limit where the import mania’
of this particular Ministry is
concerned. It is also acriminal
waste of public funds.

Surely, there are enough
~xperts in SriLanka who could
undertake this assignment-—at
less cost?

Anyway, does it require
much expertise to spot the
routes on which the SLCTB is
losing?

Take one example, Route
212. Apparently in a fit of
idiocy, whoever is responsible
for granting route licences to
~private operators has allowed
as many as seven vans and
minibuses to ply on this one~
mile stretch from Pamunuwa
to Maharagama junction. At
least five of themare in daily
operation. :

Some time ago, a Japanese
businessman told me that Sri
Lanka deserved all the aid it
received from his country. Not
because of the speech made
by President Jayewardene at
the San Francisco Peace Con-
ference pleading Japan's case
but because of a much bigger
servsce.

He said that at one time
his people got rid of used

i- cars by dumping them in the

sea.

Then came the conservati-
onist with their talk of the
danger to marine life as a
result of the pollution. So they
had to resort to ‘‘recycling,’’
a costly process.

“But then came the Sri
Lankans who began taking the
old vehicles away, paying good
money! Actually, we should
pay you for the service you
are doing!’’ he said.

Yes we are doing a big
service to Jepan and a big
disservice to our country, by
wasting foreign exchange on
importing all kinds of recon-
ditioned - vehicles, much of
which will be junk very soon.

| have in mind particularly
private operators of passenger
transport services, whose acti=
vities form the theme of this
article.

With the liberalisation of
import and exchange controls
in 1977, the transport policy
was also relaxed to enable
privaté sector participation in
the road passenger services
for the first time since the
bus nationalisation in 1958.

The expected rapid increase
in demand for passenger trans-
port services due both to the
rise in the population and the
impact of the Government’s
new economic programme, the
inability of the Government
to allocate additional resour-
ces to the SLCTB to replenish
and supplement its vehicle
stock and the Insistence of the
World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund on at

l jeast partial denationalisation

Saturday Review

Result: except during tne
rush hours, the SLCTB buses
(there are about three of them
usually) go virtually empty, as
the vans take off before the
scheduled bus times! On some
days, the fares collection is
said to be inadequate to meet
even the fuel bill.

Even a donkey can see what
is happening; but not, we
suppose, the Transport Minis-
try. It needs a foreign expert
to point this out.

By the way, it wouid be a
good thing if the Tranport
Ministry could tell the pubiic
the number of buses imported
since 1977 (nearly 4,000?),
the total expenditure on the
vehicles and spares, the sour-
ces from which these were
obtained and what happened to
the commissions, If any open
or hidden, that the manufact-
urers were believed to have
allowed on these imports?

Or will it need a foreign
expert to ferret out this in-
formation also.

inister
Mohamed &

April 23,

1983

the private
operators

indeed certainly been a boon
to the people.

They now have a choice of
mode of travel; many newservi-
ceshave been openad,especially
in the suburban and rural are-

Gamini

all reinforced the decision to
to allow anyone who wishes
to take to the transport busi-
ness.

But the full benefits that
could have been derived
from that decision have not
beenobtained because of the
lack of planning and co-or-
dination in the passenger
transport  business, to
which reference was made
in the last article and for
which situation the main
blame must be heaped on
the Minister of Transport,
Mr. M. H. Mohamed.

At the start, the Minister
said that only ‘‘uneconomic’
routes would be handed over
to private operators. But who
is the fool who would have
undertaken to operate services
on routes on which big money
could not be made!?

The Minister’s statement
was really a ploy to allay the
fears of SLCTB employes that
denationalisation, with its con-
sequent loss of jobs, was on
the way. This is clear from
the facts that most of the best
routes have now been given
over without any guidelines
on the number of vehicles
that could be used and their
frequency, Partial denationali-
sation has come and with it
feared loss of jobs of over
10,000 employees through
*‘voluntary retirement’’!

The unprecedented import
of vehicles for passenger
transport by the private sect-
or—nearly 7,000 buses and
vans in the past six years—has

as some of which had not
been served by the SLCTB
hitherto; some of the services
are speedier and more com-
fortable than the SLCTB;s;
and passengers are picked up
almost at any point on the
way.

Also on the credit side are
the facts that many individuals
and companies have been able

to get rich quick, either as
importers or as operators,
while several thousands of

people, mainly youths have

found galnful employment as

drivers, conductors and garage
hands. The repair of motor
vehicles has now become a big
industry.

Now, to the debit side.
It has been officially esti-
mated that more than half
the number of private coa-

. ches are over five years old

The Transport Ministry
and the Trade Ministry ha-
ving failed to set any limi-
ts. With the heavy use that
these vehicles are being put
to now-high frequency and
heavy overloading—most of
them may not last long,
even with proper mainten-
ance.

Heavy maintenance costs,
compounded by the fact that
spares for the older models
may not be readiiy available—
the Japanese manufacturers
are known to change models
as fast as possible—are likely
to contribute to low profita-
bility.

This is likely to force many
of the smaller investors to
give up the business after
the vehicles become run down.
Approximately 60 9/ of the
private vehicles are estimated
to be owned by single indivi-
duals.

As the older vehlcles go off

‘seats.

the road, there wili
not only to maintain the pri=-
vate fleet strength at present
levels but also to cater to the
rising demand.

Will the private sector be
willing to respond as readily
as in the past unless generous
tax and other concessions are
granted? Lump sum deprecia-
tion, which was available up
to early 1982, was the big
incentive that made many peo~
ple rush into the transport
business.

The question arises whe-
ther, from SrilLanka’s point
ot view such concessions
could, or should, be given:
at the cost of valuable
foreign exchange to im-
port what for the maost
part is junk.

Aiso, as the Central Bank
has noted, ‘“‘Considering re-
sources spent by the private

sector in terms of transport:

investment, the average seat-
ing capacity of private buses
appear to be much lower than
that of any SLCTB bus.
been estimated that only about

9 9, of the private buses were
within the range of 21-23

S.L.F.P.( Jaffna district) concerned over-

(To be contmued )

death of youth at Army camp

The Sri Lanka Freedom
Parcy will not contest the forth-
coming local elections in the
North, according to a press
statement issued by the newly
elected President of the SLFP's
Jaffna  District  Committee,
V.Rajasundaram. The SLFP
will instead extend its support
to the: progressive anti-UNP
forces at the elections.

The statement expresses
deep concern at the death of
detenu K. Navaratnarajah at
the Gurunagar ArmyCamp and
condemns the UNP for the
anti-people measures it s
taking. It also condemns the
atrocities perpetrated by the
army on innocent people in
the north.

The following office-bearers
were elected at the annual

sessions of the S.L.F.P., laffna
district:-
President: Mr.V.Rajasundaram
Vice Presidents:Mr.K Vinodhan
Mr. P Kathiravely;
Mr. M.M. Mansoor.
Joint Secretaries:Mr.M.
Kumarasamy;

Mathagal Kandasamy.

Asst.Jc.Secys:Mr.S.Sivagnanam;

Mr. K. Thambiah.

Treasurer: Mr.A.Kandasamy.
15 were elected members

of the Exscutive Committee.
A vote of condolence was

passed and two minutes silence-

was observed in memory of
the late Leslie Goonawardene_

C.C.P. expresses horror

The Ceylon Communist
Party has in a press statemant
signed by its General Secre-
tary N. Sanmugathasan
expressed ‘its horror and
deep regret over the death in
custody at the Gurunagar
Army Camp of K. Navaratna-
rajah  who had b2en taken

into custody as a suspect’.

Tha press statement goes.

on to say ‘‘The Communist
Party reiterates its demand for

the immediate withdrawal of
the Prevention of TerrorismAct.
and for the release of all those-

arrested under its provisions.
It also calls for the withdra-
wal of the Army from
North and East’’.

be the -
need to import more vehicles .

it has

the:

&



April 23, 1983

Anyone who knows Vavuniya
from the inside will observe
two realities — the wealth of
the Oppressor and the tears
of the oppressed. One will
meet the first reality in the
town and streets, where the
big and small Mudalalies with
their lorries,vans and tractors,
jostle  with each other in
making easy money out of the
grains and produce, brought
by the poor farmers from
their fields. The rich land-
owner, the rich mudalali and
the middleman make hay in the
scorching sun of the months
of March, April and May by
exploiting the poor farmers
and workers.

The second reality one will
see in-the tears of the oppres-
ed in the villages. It does
not require much time to
reflect and analyze the situa-
tion. The interests of the
first are protected by govern-
ment police and army, who in
their turn benifit from the rich
mudalalies and their bribes.
Who is there to empathize
with the second in the face of
all odds and oppositions, atta-
cks and harassments, to bring
a ray of hope to the poor and
suffering in the Varni villages?
Thiruvalluvar reflecting on such
a situation has expressed:

The tears that swell
With pain unbearable
From the eyes of the
oppressed

Will be the mighty army

To destroy a nation’s wealth.

Dedicated

Service

The Gandiyam Society was
inaugurated in  Vavuniya in
1976, and the admirable yeo-
man service it rendered in
rehabilitating the thousands of
displaced Tamil refugees,after
the racial riots of 1977 will
never be forgotten in the
Vanni. The Government at
that time hardly did anything
positive where this section of
the people was concerned.

The dynamic self-sacrificing
leadership and dedicated service
of men like Dr. Rajasundaram,
Mr. David and Fr. Emmanuel
at that time can never be
forgotten. It was their dedi-
cated concern and service that
inspired many foreign insti-
tutions and charitable organi-
zations to help them with
financial aid. All this money
has gone to help the refugees
in many ways.

It was Gandiyam and Gan-
diyam alone, that dared to
venture into these distant
Vanni settlements and care for
the poorest of the poor. It
was Gandhiyam that helped
them to build huts, dig wells,
teach them new methods of cul-
tivation suited to the dry zone,
provide health and school faci-
lities and organise cultural
programmes. Anyone who
has the time should visit
Kallar, Palmoddai, Maniarku-
lam, and other places and see
for oneself,the extent to which

" these displaced families from

the hill-country are now living
with some hope and contri-

" MIRJE.

e
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mind cannot
understand

buting towards food produ-
ction. There is still much to
be done and much errors to
be rectified but a right start
has been given. The soul
and heart beats of Vavuniya
are seen in the emerging new
leadership, in the new move-
ments such as Gandiyam and
When harassments
of these movements and their
leaders take place, the very
soul of the Vanni seems to be
trampled and crushed.

when the political, social,
economic and cultural condi-
tions, become secure in the
south for Tamils to live in
security, dignity and self-res-
pect.

It is high time, that the
government puts aside some
resources and personnel to
make a thorough in-depth study
of this complex social problem,
to help those in authority in
the government and security
forces. It will never help to

Gandhiyam!

people in a most humiliating
manner as common criminals.
instead of humiliating and
harassing the leaders, workers
of Gandhiyam the Government
ought to reward them for
their yeoman service in such
trying, demanding and difficult
situations and also help them
with resources at its command.

There seems to be a
great suspicion for long,
lurking in the minds of the

Says

Vanninesan

Why are Gandiyam leaders
humiliated, harassed and taken
into custody? The State-spo-
nsored newspapers as usual
are carrying on a campaign of
vilification and . defamation
which in no way helps in sol-
ving problems. These vilifi-
cations only leave behird deep
wounds and grievances which
cannot easily be healed.

Mass exodus

solve  social problems by
weilding the big stick, the
bullets and treating educated

fertile

security forces, backed by a
imagination and
helped by the local govern-

‘The nationalism

and national

aspirations

of

through riots

Surely Gandhiyam is not
the cause for the mass exodus
of displaced Tamils from -Sin-
hala areas and the encroach-
ments of Government. lands.

Political events, government
policies, racial riots, ill thought
land reforms, . harassments,

threats and all kinds of inti-
midations and discriminations
were the causes for the exo-
dus as any intelligent citizen
would know. Some know-
ledge of human  behaviour,
leave alone psychology, is eno-
ugh to understand why poor
Tamils when attacked, flee to
their homelands for shelter,
security and protection.
When such - exoduses
place some organization or
other should move in to re-
habilitate the displaced.

Gandhiyam only attempted :

to do this in a dedicated way.
Gandhiyam only dealt with a
small segment of this vast pro-
blem. Many thousends have
come on their own and settled
in these cistricts and are un-
touched by Gandhiyam. This
trend will continue until and

take

a_people

cannot be

destroyed

by the guns,

the bullets

and the big

stick. They

will rise

through their

crucifixion....

b

-~

ment sponsored press that,
Dr. Rajasundaram and Gan-
dhiyam are involved in
Tamil Eelam terrorist acti-
vities in the North. There
is no doubt that there is a
terrible mix-up of Tamil
Nationalism aspriations
of Tamil Eelam and terror-
ism in the Police, Army
and C.1.D. You cannat
blame them for their 1> :
of intelligence, sensitivivy
and sensibility in this ma-
tter due to the fact that
they live and work in the
dream-world of terrorism
apart from human, social
and political realities and
developments. The secur-
ity forces in some coun-
tries behave with much
greater intelligence anc
sensitivity in similiar situa-
tions. As Dr. Wilson had
analysed, Tamil nationalism
has come to stay since the
50’s and has become deep-
ened and assumed a com-
plex dynamism due to his-
torical, political and social
reasons.

Ignoring at

own peril

All those who know Dr.
Rajasundaram will know that
heis a3 very ardent Tamil
Nationalist and  activist.
Historical circumstances and
political realities have made
him what he is. You need 2
sharp sensitivity to understan
the different nuances and shades
of Tamil nationalism and aspi-
rations. In amilleu of army
occupation and terrorism and
in a situation of potential ho-
locaust, militant and arrogant

attitudes towards Tamil
nationalism will only
worsen the situation.

If the Government continues
to ignore social realities, it
will ignore them at their own
peril. The Nationalism and
national aspirations of a peo-
ple cannot be destroyed by
the gun, and the bullet and’
the big stick.  They will rise
through their crucifixion to a
glorious resurrection. Let
me conclude with the lines of
a poet:-

“Yes, my body is imprisoned,
but the darting mind the
throbbing heart

will never be made captive

by stele or gun’’

ssusacvan .us

My soul that knows no weari-
ness will go on,

till my country gains its own

promised land

. And though they crack my

skull and even kill me
On my skull engraved in raw
blood, they will read
“This is 2 Tamil who would

never surrender

to the brutish enemies of

freedom”’.




Besides other rgasons
three newspaper public.%jons,
namely an articie with the
title “Whither the tamil Wor-
ker’ by Kusal Perera (vide
S. Ri-of: ‘Aprilii2, . 1983)i:a
letter written by A. Ratnam
of Colombo 3 (vide S. R. of
March 23, /983) and the
article of Ivan Corea (vide
Sunday Obsever April 3,1983)
dealing with an interview said
to have been given by Presi-
denf ‘{ayawardene to Asian
Times London, have induced
me to write this article. Be-
fore | come to the main sub-
ject, | wish to state that my
object in writing this article
is to give an opportunity to
the readers of Saturday Re-
view to express their views
freely nnd without fear on
the present political situation

“a-vis the T.U.L.F. and the
Tamil people. '

““What are we left with?
A nation in ruins, some grim
fessons which we cannot afford
to forget and a momentous,
question: Have the Sinhalese
and the Tamils reached the
parting of the ways?'’ So wrote
Tarzie Vittachi in “Emer-
gency 1958."" To this mo-
mentous question the Tamil
leaders, after many of their
attempts at reconciliation had
failed, (‘never can true recon=
ciliation grow where wounds
of deadly hate have picrced
so deep’) gave the answer in
the Vaddukoddai Resolution of
May, 1976, demanding a se-
parag— State, Thamil Eelam,
based on the right of self-
determination.

All except the
UNP & SLFP

This right of self-determi-
nation is recognized by the
U.N. Charter and almost all
the political parties of this
country except U. N. P. and

S. L. F. P. have accepted the

right of the Tamil people the
self- determination. Mr. Kusal
Perera has stated that the
Government Clerical Services
Union is now forging anti=
capitalist working-class unity
on 8 demands, two of which

are the right of self-determi-_

nation for the Tamil speaking
people and granting of citizen-
ship to plantation workers.

Not knowing
where to turn

Today the T.U.L.F.’
having obtained in1977a man”
date from the people for 2
separate Tamil State, is like a
traveller at the cross-roads,
not knowing where to turm.
The party and its leaders are
circumstanced today, torn bet-
ween doubts and difficulties
and even unsure of the path
that will lead to the goal.
indeed it is even doubted
whether they have the desire
to reach the goal.

Mr. Kusal perera has made
some charges against the TULF
that the leaders of the Eelam
movement have not taken any
. serious steps to forge a strong
working class movement among

——Saturdry Review

What does
the T.U.L.F.
stand for
NOW?

the Tamil workers, that the
TULF ever since it started
campaigning for a separate
Tamil State never veally wor-
ked to achieve it, that they
never willingly maved to mo-
bilise the Tamil masses into
action, that the Tamil Trade
Union Federation has remained
a dormant—dead more than
living—appendage of the TULF
and that the TULF leadrship is
only peddling the Eefam slogan
to be at the top of the Tamil
Movement and controf
suit tneir petty purposes.
These are serious charges in-
deed, coming from a Sinhalese.

_ Tiruchelvam was

that in the near future a
national government will be
formed which would include
the T. U. L. F. When Dr. N.
nominated
as M. P. for Vadukoddai
some felt that it was the
prelude to the epilogue;
some others saw a hidden
hand of forelgn interests
behind the move. Why a
national government? To esta-
blish a naked dictatorship?
An English Professor of Law

it to ™n one of his books wrote:

‘“It is commonly said that
in French —speaking African
States the Opposition is

Not for
Eelam
anymore,
thinks the
President

by

3

T. Subramaniam

The implications of these char-
ges will become clear as we
proceed.

Mr. A. Ratnam fad been
even more severe on the TU
LF. According to him the TU
LF leadership mnever had 2
mind of its own and that it
mearly dances to the tune of
a Master Puppeteer and the
reason given by him for their
strange conduct is that they
are only bent on enjoying the
benefits they derive from their
position—car, jeeps, pension,
foreign travels etc. He even
gives them a new mame. But
the main charge against the
TULF is that they are con-
trolled by a Colombo Tamil
Caucus. Mr. Ratmam shouid
surely know, because he is
from Colombeo-3, where or
in its neighbourhood reside
many Tamil Mudafalis. and the
descendants of dead Mudaliars.
If anybody had any doubts

- about what Mr. Ratram wrote

the comments of fvan Corea
on the interview President
Jayawardene gave to the Asian
Times would dispel any such
doubts. It seems certain that
the TULF is uader the stran-
gle hold of the Cofombo Tamil
Caucus, a coterie of business-
men and even some profes-
sional men whose sole aim in
life is to make money. How
the TULF got imto this situa-
tion or trap oamly they can
explain.

Mr. lvan Corea hopes

either in jail or in the govern-
ment, and to an increasing
extent it is in the govern-
ment.”’ It seems almost cer-
tain that this island also will
join that group of States.
The President is repor-
ted to have told the Asian
Times, “How can we give
a separate State? I don’t
think that they (the T. U.
L. F.) want it now. “The
emphasis is on the word
‘now’! If the report is true,
the T.U.L.F. leaders owe
a duty to the world at
farge, to the people of this
country in general and to
the Tamil people in parti-
cular to tell them in une-
-quivocal and unambiguous
language whether the party
(the T.U.L.F.) has given up
its demand for a separate
State or not. In the name
of honesty in public life,
in the name of the blood
of the slain, the weeping
voice of the Tamil Nation
asks the T.U.LF. leaders
to speak out the truth and
tell the people where they
stand. This is not the time
for political deception,
although political decep-
tion is the order of the day.
We believe that theT.U.L.F.
feadership is under the sinis-
ter influence of the rich. capi-
talist Colombo Tamils. Some
of these Tamils have formed
marriage alliances with non— -
Tamils, have forgotten ' their

ancient heritagejand have be-
come completely denationa-
lised, talk to their children
either in English or Sinhala
because they themselves can-
not talk Tamil well, and bring
up their children in a hybrid
environment. They are neither
fish nor fowl, not even red-
herring. Ivan Corea writes
that the Muslims in Sri Lanka
appear to be happy with the

system (why not, they should .

be really happy), so are a num-
ber of wealthy Tamils in the
South who are totally - oppo-
sed to the idea of dividing
the island.

He reports what a wealthy
Tamil business man who lives
in palatial surroundings in
the heart of Colombo 3 told
him: “*If we support the cause
of Eelam we wiil lose all that
we have bullt up over the
years. Why should | lose
the harvest of hard work just
because these people want to
divide and rule ? ”° Nobody
ask this real or imaginary
Tamil Mudalali to part with
his ill-gotten wealth. He is
at full liberty to take it all
with himself when goes to
the other world — whether
Heaven or Hell, perhaps the
fatter.

The answer one can give
for all time to Ivan Corea
and to his Tamil wealthy fri’
ends of the South is what
the grieat Muslim Leader,M.A.
linnah, told his audience at

April 23,
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the Lahore Session in March
1940 where the Pakistan
Resolution was for the first
time adopted. ‘| may ex-
plain that the Muslims, where-
ver they are in a minority,
cannot improve their position
under a United India or under
one central  government.
Whatever happens, they would
remain a minority. By com-
ing in the way of the division
of India they do not and
cannot improve thelr own
position. - Qn the other hand,
they can by their attitude of
obstruction bring the Mus-
lim homeland with sixty mill-
ion Muslims under one govern-

ment where they would remain

no more than a minority in
perpetuity.

“The Tamils of the South
by obstruction the creation
of anew homeland for the
Tamil people of the North
and Esst only help to keep
the entire Tamil people of
the island as a minority in
perpetuity. The only way, it
seems, these wealthy Tamils
who will not hesitate to sell
their birth right for a mess of
potage and who are satisfied
with the crumbs that fall off
their master’s table, can show
their gratitude to their Sin-
hala Masters is by impeding
and obstructing the emergence
of a new State for the Tamils.

Where are we now? Let
us not go into the past blun-
ders, the why and the where-
fore of the whole matter.
The T.U.L,F. leadership hzs
now admitted that their neg-
otiations. with the govern-
ment, and the negotiations
were for minor things, have
all failed and that they have
been fooled. This is apath-
etic confession that they have
allowed themselves to be
fooled. While the Tamil
Captain of the ship is bewil-
dered and puzzled and goes
on blundering, not knowing
how to stear clear of the
shoals and the rocks of the
sea and bring her safe to port,
some in his group have become
captains of industry. But the
Tamil youth goes on saying
constantly to himself:

*l am the master of my

fate,

‘| am the captain of my

soil:"’

Searching one’s
heart

Mahathma Gandhi was fond
of reminding his followers in’
the freedom struggle that they
should be searching their
hearts all the time, day after
day, to find out if they had
any motives of power or
money which were corrupting
influences even to those who
had dedicated themselves to
the service of the people, and
the moment they were attra-
cted to either of these or
both, they should at once
retire from public life of the
country and devote themselves
to further their own prospects
and those of their family

{Continued next page)
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(Ccmtmued from Page 6)
through business, profession
- oF government. service. By
this he only ‘stressed and in-
sisted on the absolue integrity
on the parc of his' €o-workers
in the freedom  struggle.
"The Tamil people of this
~country, rather those living in
the North and East were
promised freedom and a new
- state but there has .been no
struggle but only negotiations
> for petty matters,amounting to
a virtual surrender. The
leaders supposed to lead the
people are busy with parlia-
mentary manoeures, business
and professional matters and
what not, not in the least
worried about any freedom

- struggle.

Do the T.U.L.F. leaders
stifl believe in their much-
vaunted Thamil Eelam? Let
us be honest about it. There
~can be no compromise on
~the question of the rights
~of the Tamils to self-deter-
mriration. It is the inherent
hbirth right and to deny that
~is to deny their very exis-
~temce. A dynamic leadership
““is necessary today to create
among the Tamils a spirit
-of discipline, self-respect and
self—reliance. No people can
ever succeed in anything un-
less they work hard for it.
It is true one should take
into account the time and
~circumstances in which one
ihas to act. But one cannot
~wait for ever. The longer
the delay, the greater is the
harm done to the Tamil
speople. It is not a small
job, the biggest job one can
-undertake, to revive a fallen

race. [t is a long and ha-
zardous journey, full of dan-
gers. Jawaharlal Nehru, when
he was elected President of
the Congress in 1929, said:
“‘Success often comes to those
who dare and act; it seldom
goes to the timid who are
afraid of consequences.

welfare of the Tamils, visits
this country to study the
situation, he may say  the
same thing.

Mr. Ratnam said that the
T.U.L.F. leadership never had
a2 mind of its own. If that
is true, the Tamil people
had entrusted their future to

‘Till now, indecision,

are the questions of the hour.

We are totally opposed
to violence. Apart from moral
principles, it would be a fatal
error for an unarmed min-
ority to resort to violence.
The non-—violent resistance of
early Christians, had consti-
tuted a moral offensive of

vacillation, ineptitude and

pusillanimity have

characterised the actions

of the T. U. L. F. leadership’

We play for high stakes,
and if we seek to achieve
great things, it can only be
through great dangers’. Su-
ffering and sacrifice are ab-
solutely essential conditions
before the Tamil people can
hope to achieve anything big.
But so far nothing has been
done. Some years ago when
an African Head of State
visited U.S.A. he told a
Negro delegation, “‘I am
aware of current events. |
know every—thing you are
telling to me about what
the white man is dolng to
the Negro. Now tell me,
what is the Negro doing for
himself’’ What he meant was
that the Negro people had
not organised on a mass scale
resistance to injustice. If any
foreigner, interested in the

a group of men who have
no plan of action, and who
do not know what to do
next. The need of the hour
is dynamic leadership that
can organise, consolidate and
establish solidarity and unity
among the Tamil people and
chalk out a plan of action.
In all countries there are
opportunists, traitors and re-
negades, an evil from which
no society or nation is free.
There will be always some
to pick up the crumbs that
are thrown to them. But the
vast majority of the Tamils
are for freedom which is
their birth right. How to
achieve the desired objective
and who has the moral sta-
ture, the vision and the
necessary dynamism to lead
the people to victory these

such overriding power - that
it shook the Roman Empire.
Can speeches in Parliament or
issuing press statements be
a substitute for resistance?
Injustice, oppression, tyranny
and violation of human rights
should be resisted by all
non—viol:nt means.

Venat is the task now
before the T.U.L.F leader-
ship? Could the Kamraj Plan
produce any results? If we
were to adopt that plan, the
present senior M.P.s should
resign  their  membership,
young members of the second
rank should be nominated to

Parliament and the senior
leaders, relieved of their
parliamentary duties, should

concentrate on party work
with a view to organising
the people for mass action.

All the Tamil {people ‘should

be brought under the banner |
under |

of one organisation,
one flag, one platform and
one voice. We have
Gandhi or Jinnah but even
a lesser man, if he has the
will, can lead the people
along the correct -path. Till
now indecision, = vacillation,
ineptitude and  pusillanimity
have characterised the actions
of the T.U.L.F leadership.

The tragedy of the situat-
fon is that the government
pretends to the world that
there is no Tamil problem
in the country, practising a
colossal deception by supp-
ression and distortion of
facts, and the T.U.L.F leaders,
willingly or unwillingly, knows=
ingly or otherwise, have been
aiding and abetting the go-
vernment to practise this de-

ception.  People, including
some of our Sinhalese friends
are asking the question,

‘“‘Whither the T.U.L.F.?”

“Leave us alone, & there willbeno ‘Terrorism’

in answer to the question
i by the Jaffna M. P., Mr. V.
Yogeswaran, the Minister of
_ Justice, Mr. Nissanka Wijerat-
ne had said that that the Terro-
~rism Act would not be with-
-drawn and that it would be
-~ more stringently enforced in
Jaffna to protect the people
-.and that terrorism would be
- finally exterminated. |If he
“..meant by “‘people’’ the Tamil
. people, it is the genuine duty
- of the Tamil public. of Jaffna
to point out here and now
that Tamil people fear the
~terrorism of the police and
-the army in Jaffna and that
-¢hey know not of any other
. terrorism which they fear so
much.

The police and armed forces
v in Jaffna are like hostile forces
in Tamil areas, and it is the
undisputed experience of the
Tamif people that left alone
- they can manage their affairs
~ peacefully; the presence of the
= hostile forces invariably results
- in awful and even bloody inci-
-dents causing colossai. rdamage
~ito lives and properties.

There have been some cases
of robbery and other incidents
involving violence; but the
Government has failed to de-
tect the real culprits although
the police and the army had
made a number of arrests. The
police and the army had always
limited their investigations
to the so cailed ‘Tigers' Tamil
youths only. In fact we do not

guilty ones escaping punish-
ment! The men who are res-

ponsible for all these crueities -

and tyrannies will have to pay
a thousand fold.

The Tamil people demand
that the Terrorism Act be
repealed without delay as it
has incorporated a barbarous
provision that an accused
could be convicted on alleged

should urge its parliamentary
majority not to re-enact the
Acts on its
arrest, detention and evidence
do not conform with the in-
ternational commitments made
by Sri-Lanka in ratifying the
international covenant on Civil
and Political Rights ™’

“The International Commis-
sion of Jurists has described

b

S. Ponniah

Attorney-at-law

sources respon-
sible for such violence. As
responsible and democratic
men, we the Tamil people,
strongly urge on the Govern-
ment to enlarge the area of
investigations. There may be
some mischievous forces at
work to exploit the situation
to gain their ends. Alas! How
many innnocent youths have
they arrested and detained
incommunicado,
even killed! [t is indeed more
heinous to torture or kill an
innocent soul than a thousand

know the

tortured or -

confessions to police officers in
whose custody they are kept
and whose ‘treatment’ to the
suspects - is well-known. Can
any human being support this
provision if he has a sense of
justice or conscience at his
back? Referring to the Terr-

orism Act. the International
Commission - of Jurists had"
reported:

“In view of the draconian
provisions of the 1979 Terr-
orism Act, which violated
accepted standards of criminal
procedure, the Government

the Terrorism Act as *'A gross
violation of the principles of
the Rule of Law.... and viola-
tion of several article of the
International convenant....”’

The Sri Lankan Government
should recognise the wish of
the Tamil people as indicated
by them at successive elect-
ions, to be left alone to de-
termine their future which is
their inalienable and demo-
cratic right which right they
enjoyed earlier,

What is cotemplated for
the protection of the city of

expiration as

Jaffna and other Tamil areas
is a volunteer service corps
to be recruited among the
Tamils to meet challenges such
as arson, looting etc., like the
ones that were caused in May
and June, 1981 by outside
elements. For purposes of
protection and defence this
corps must be reasonably arm-
ed. It is feared that the “‘Re-
serve Police Force’” as con-
templated by the authorities
will further complicate matters
owing to conflict of interests
and even disturb that little
peace we have now.

It is not easy for the Tamil
people and the Reserve Police
Force to see eye to eye and co-
perate on matters relating to
the protection and defence of
the Tamil people and their pro-
perties. It is also feared that
the Reserve Police Force may
turn out to be an additional
hostile force in Jaffna and not
promoting friendly relations
between the Tamil people and
administrators.
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CEnglish as a

national language

& the Fair Brigade

17, Wijerama Lane,

Nawinna,
: __Maharagama,
p 1, April, 1983.
The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Dear Sir,

The style and open-ness of
your journal stimulates letter
-writing in similar vein, but
1 fail to spot the relevance of
Patricia Saverimuttu’'s three
case-histories of hugging and
kissing in your issue of March
26 to the subject of English as
a “‘national language’’. If it
was intended as one more
defence of Sir Oliver by the
fair brigade, | hasten to point
out that | passed no strictures
on his persona. | was merely
calling attention to the invo-
cation of his bemedalled breast
1—n a recent postage stamp as
a symptom of the resurrection
of the pro-Western values he
stood for. It may be appro-
priate to dwell a littie on his
lost phase as it is germance to
the revival of English in this
day and age.

The ‘‘late lamented Gover-
nor General’’ was the embodi-
ment of the aspirations of the
Anglicised elites in late colo-
nial times, who obtained a
limited Independence for them-
selves in 1948. The camp-
aign for freedom possessed
neither the impressive agita-
tional nor purposive thrust as
in India, and political activity
(despite  universal franchise)
remained the property of the
English-speaking minority.
The genteel lines of a battle
between the two sides were
drawn up in Whitehall itself,
and no offence was caused to
the British overlord in ihis
well-bred exercise of a so-
called “‘transfer of power’ in
which Sir Oliver 'won his
spurs. The rest of the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka had to wait
for the purely local uprising
in the ballot - box inl956.
More such insurrections may
well. lie ahead provided the
box remains open in the
future as well. :

in the meanwhile Patricia
is welcome to the historic
memory of the impress of
Sir Oliver’s lips on her
“plumpy cheeks’” as a seven
year old | must confess in
passing, that | have little des-
ire to trade memories in this
field, though my access to the
great man was perhaps closer
in my own childhood and

youth. As she has joined
hands with her former class-
mate and compatriot in this
affair, my reply to Mayanthie
Arunachalam  may provide
further food for thought (and
more touching memories as
well )

Yours sincerely,

H.A.l. Goonetilleke

Oh, to be in
England...

and baby sit
at Cambridge:

Market Lane,
Manipay,
12, April, 1983

The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Sir,

In a characteristically cour-
teous reply to some obser-
vations made by me on English
as a national language and Sir
Oliver in particular, Mr. H. A.
|. Goonetilleke is whistling in
the dark studiously avoiding
the mention of O. E. G. Let
sleeping dogs lie. 1 am also
not particularly concerned to
defend myself against the
insinuation of name calling. It

is his conscience not mine
which has to justify that.
What is surprising is not

that Mr. Goonetilleke should
hold such opinions—they ere af-
ter all shared by many readers
of the S. R. but that he should
confuse the roles of intellect-
ual and sociologist. Underneath
the froth of words and the
swamp of paltitudinous verbi-
age, Mr. Goonetilleke's real
worry is simply the class syst-
em which he treats as an iso-
fated phenomenon capable of
being chopped and changed by

development of  indigenous
languages. At the risk of
arousing a spate of angry

correspondence, | venture to
say that language and culture
is not a hothouse plant and
can look after itself and is
amenable to domestication.
The best compliment we could
pay Mr. Goonetilleke is born
out of his time and would
have done fine as an old Tes-
tament Prophet. But alas we
are in the closing stages of
the 20 century almost appro-
aching Arthur Clarke’s time

(Continued n.xt page)
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Review

on Palmyrah
Development

No. 44, International Buddhist
Centre Road,
Colombo: 6
7th April 1983
The Editor,
Saturday Review
Dear Sir,

Since | resigned from the
Palmyrah Development Board
in June, 1981 | desired to
keep silence over the activi-
ties of the board. But Mr.
T. K. Somasekeran’s letter,
in S.R. of 2 April 1983 has
prompted me to write this.

In spite of the fact that
my appointment to the Board
was political, | shed all politi-
cal ties and worked for the
upliftment of the economy of
the Tamil speaking people
through the Palmyrah Develop-
ment Board. Please permit
me to emphasise the fact that
when the UNP came to power
in 1977, it was | who appro-
ached the Prime Minister
(now His Excellency the Pre-
sident to constitute the Pal-
myrah Development Board in
the lines as recommended in
the Justice Sivasupramaniam

- Report.

Though | was to be appoin-
ted the first Chairman of the
Board | stood down in favour
of the veteran trade unionist
late Mr. K. C. Nythianantha
who was a better choice. |
was appointed Working Direc-
tor.

When he was removed
from the Board (not resigned
as Mr. Somasekeram claims)
from 10-10-1979, | succee-
ded him. By this time Hon.
C. Rajadurai  was appointed
Minister of Regional Develop-
ment and | agitated for the
transfer of the Board to the
Ministry of Regional Develop-
ment as it was very appropri-
ate. The Board was transfered
accordingly to the Ministry of
Regional ~ Development  in
December, 1980. ;

Hon. Rajadurai not only
showed keen interest in pal-
myrah development but he
never stood in the way of its
progress. In fact | know how
he was fighting to get more
funds for the Board with the
President and the Treasury.
He sent me to India to study
the palmyrah industry and to
have discussions with experts
in the South.

On my return
a  high——powered

| appointed
advisory

committee -comprising -some..

experts from Jaffna.

i prepared a'five year plan
for palmyrah developmnt in
the Tamil regions. The plan
embraced program of deve-
lopment and research in the
following field:

i) Sugar, jaggerry, kallaka-
ram from Sweet toddy

ii) Vinegar, wine, beer,
mollases and low——winespirit
from spoilt toddy

iif) Cordial, jelly and jam
from fruit pulp and Nungu

iv) Fibre from leaf-stalk
and seed

v) Handicraft

| had also received firm
orders for exporting large
quantities of fibre, cordial,
vinegar, wine, handicraft and
jelly from many European
Countries and from the Middle
East.

As a preliminary step |
organised training courses for
unemployed girls and boys in
every electorate in the North-
ern Province to train them in
manufacturing various palmy-
rah goods to Indian standards.
In fact the training courses
were so successful that we
had to train youths from Batti-
caloa and Puttalam also. By
august, 1980 | got more than
1500 boys and girls trained
in this maner. The Hon.Minis-
ter also approved my plan of
sending ten persops to India
for further training. | do
not know what hapened to
these proposals after | left.

Not to run the

Board as a

trading centre

My plan was not to run the
Board as a trading centre as
it is now done with a collo-
sal waste of public funds. '
wanted the Board to spend all
its resources in research work
and to set up model industrial
centres so that these trained
persons would start their own
industry at their homes with
necessary bank loans which we-
re to be obtained on a recom-
mendation cf the Board. Ne-
cessary international & local
markets were also found for

“the propossed finished goods.

| had also started a Low
wine distilling centre in the
K.K.S. electorate with funds
made available by the M P.and
another  Vinegar producing
centre was also started in
Atchuveli with Board’s funds.

If my plan of develop-
ing palmyrah industry was
followed by my successorrs
or if they have planned any
development programme for
the palmyrah industry | am
sure that the Board will be
a boom to the Tamils by
this time.

Some reference is made to
the presenc Chairman of the
Board and a consultant. The
present Chairman was work-
ing as a junior executive in
the Board when | was Chair-

man. | dismissed him from=
the Board for various rea~
sons. But when he was ap-
pointed Chairman of the-
Board - subsequently, though .
it pained me, | took com-
fort from the fact that he-
belonged to the tappers com-
munity and that he would®
do some thing better. But
now every one knows what is-
going on in. the Board.

| engaged the services of
Dr. Mohanadas as a research-
officer and not as a consu-
tant because he was a re--
search officer in the C.R.l.
and | wanted to make use-
of the laborataries of C.R.I-
for research work in con--
nection with palmyrah ind--
ustry. Since he made visits-
to the Board only on week--
ends | had to discontinue -
his services also as no useful
purpose was known by em=-
ploying him. What ever said:
and done we should not
endeavour to scrap the Board
as Mr. Somasekeran suggests.
| would suggest the following:=-

i) Now that the District
Councils are functioning, the-
activities of the Board in
respect to development should
be handed over to the re--
spective District Councils.

ii) The Board should con-
centrate more on research
work and a Research Institute -
similar to the Coconut Re--
search Institute should be set
up to do full time research-
on palmyrah industry and
development.

iii) The Board should be
reconstituted with competent
persons. It is wrong tc
think that the Board should
be headed by a toddy tap-
per. Is the Fisheries Corpo--
ration headed by a Fisherman
or the Leather Corporation
headed by a butcher.

iv) Persons who take to-
palmyrah industry should be
recognised both by the soci--
ety and the government.

| may also suggest that:
the Board can be converted
into a Public Company with
people’s participation—similar -
to AIR LANKA Ltd. The:
Hon. Minister agreed in prin- -
ciple my proposal to convert
the Board into a Public Com-
pany for which | had already
drafred necessary Articles and
Mamorandum. These are lying
somewhere in the Ministry -
safely.

Yours faithfully,

N. Kanagasuriar

Ex. Chairman, Palmyrah Deve™
lopment Board.
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frame. Contemporary zeitgeist

demands that in the new eco-’

nomic order we envisage in
this part of the world, the
study of English is an ‘export
industry’. We are longing for
the day when Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai will resume their
classes to prepare students for
the London University degrees.
1t is our only salvation.

Cash registers in the local
banks are notching up a new
high in foreign remittances

which really keeps us afloat. .

It is a happy augury that a
fittle even thousand children
of expatriates are following
courses in foreign universites—
Oxbridge, lvy League and Red-
brick. This is ten times the
number we used to send ab-
road for higher education in
spacious times when there was
no exchange control. One of
our earliest ‘exports’ to Sin-
gapore was Mr. S. Rajarat-
nam who blossomed out as
Foreign Minister and who was
able to talk turkey with the
captains, kings and presidents
recently assembled in New
Delhi for the Nonaligned
Meet. There are others com-
ing up the ladder in other
countries as well.

Mr. Editor, by the time
this letter appears in print, |
shall be well on my way to
where | am going—Cambridge—
to-spend a holiday with my
daughter and to baby sit on my
grandson. Oh, to be in England
now that Aprii is there. How
long can you stomach daily
doses of how everything and
everbody is going—or has gone
to the dogs in Sri Lanka.

Yours Etc.

Mayanthie Arunachalam

Jaffna

16-4-83
The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Dear Sir,
Mayanthie  Arunachalam’s

missile in the SR of April
9th reminds one of M.O.
Mathai’s Reminiscences of the

Nehru Age. Mathai’'s book
sold well perhaps, because
of its nastiness but it pro-

mpted Khushwant Singh to

say

“No mora of your proud
acquaintances boast

Nor in what lordly com”
pany you have been

An insect is an ins:ct at
most

Though it crawl in the
arse of a queen.’

Pornography may excite
the writer as well as the
reader and your readers

probably wouldn’t mind the
titillation once in a way.

Yours faithfully,
Puliadi OG

English as a national

11, Crossette Lane,

Jaffna
10-4-83.
Editor,
Saturday Review.
Sir,

i have followed the corres-
pondence between H. A. L
Gunatilleke and Ms. Mayan-
thie Arunachalam on the sub-
ject of English as a National
Language.

Reluctant to enter into the
fray, especially as Ms. Mayan-
thie Arunachalam seems to be
getting somewhat beyond my
comprehension, | would like
to say a word with regard to
English as a National Language,
as | feel the subject is of na-
tional importance.

In determining any national
poiicy there should always be

one central consideration: For
whom is the policy being ad-
opted?. A National Language
have to serve the whole nati-
on. To make English a national
language in Sri Lanka (it is a
very difficult language to learn
for people whose home langu-
age is not English) the amount
of endeavour, time, cadre, and
money needed will be stagger-
ing—to what end?

That English is needed for
development is unacceptable
after seeing the development
of European countries and now
Japan without English.

English can be a link language
between the Sinhalese and
Thamils. Seventy percent live
in villages and the goal is that
the vlllager from Dondra will
greet the Pt. Pedro villager

in English. The language ques-
tion has a simple solution—
make both Sinhalese and Tha-
mils compulsory. Both are well
developed languages enshrining
the culture of both peoples,
which can be imbibed with
mutual advantage. That will
be a link which can bridge
even separation, »
English must be learnt as a
second language, by those who
elect to do so. There are
other foreign languages worthy
of study in the higher reaches
of learning—German, French,
Russian and gpanish. In the
commercial world, English is
playing an increasingly import-
ant role, due to the rise in
commercial power, specially
in the former colonies in the

399 0] Janguage? -but to what purpose?

Third World, of the White
Anglo Saxon Protestant(WASP)
oountries like USA UK, Aus-
tralia and South Africa. For
purposes of commerce, those
who need English can easiv
pick it up. Business Englisi. s
easy to pick up by an educated
adult.

The final argument for Eng-
lish is that it is necessary to
acquire modern knowledge and
its advances—the poor German
French, Russian, Japanese! Any
government worth its salt will
see that all knowledge needed
by the Lclile i provided.
Instant translation by comup-
terscan be used for the produc-
tion of all literature needed
for development,both by Sin-
halese and Thamils.

Dr. R. W. C. ThambiahT

Marxism and Revisionism

77/5, Vasala Road,

Colombo 13.
29th of March, 1983

The Editor,

Saturday Review,

Dear Sir,

| happened to read the
article on ‘‘MARXIAN THE-
ORY ON STATE'’ written by
Mr. N. Sanmugathasan, Ge-
neral Secretary of Ceylon
Communist Party (Maoist),
which appeared in your es-
teemed journal of 19th of
March, 1983.

You have done a laudable
service in publishing it. It was
a first rate article which
reveals the true essence of
the oppressive state machi-
nery, at a time when pro-
gressive forces and oppressed
working class all over the
world were commemorating
the Death Centenary of the
founder of scientific socialism

and apostle of communism
KARL MARX.

When most of the Sri
Lankan = leftists, including

Rohana Wijeweera, sometime
revolutionary (counter in es=
sence) are engaged in misguid-
ing and betraying the whole
working class and progres-
sive forces by propagating
the peaceful revisionist ways
(elections — parliamentary me-
ans) of capturing power, it
seems to me that the only
leftist leader in Sri Lanka who
still upholds the true mar-

xist insight on the state
machinery is Mr. N. Sanmu-
gathasan.

But,  one thing that must
be grasped by all, is that
Marxism is not a mere theory
to be recalled to mind on
the commemorative occasions
of its founder. Progressive
forces throughout the island
should realise their respon-
sibility in paving the correct
and just way of struggle in
the light of the pure mar-
xian theory on state that has
been explained by Mr. San-

mugathasan in the article
written by him and prevent
themselves from indulging in
unnecessary tactics of the
impotent ways like parliament.
Yours truly,

V. Thanabalasingham
Obituarising
the Tamil

leadership

Seramban Walawu,

Uduvil,
Chunnakam.
18-4-83
The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Dear Sir,
You deserve praise for

publishing the piece by Mr.
M. Krishnapillai on the pre-
sent plight of the Tamils
(Saturday Review of 9 April).
In fact he has placed the
TULF on toast. There is
something in it. Preaching the

need for fresh leadership is -

a polite way of obituarising
the present hierarchy. Most
Tamils think the present
leadership has not come up
to scratch but when it comes
to the crunch the people
will still vote the TULF back
to power. Are the Tamils
all mad? On the contrary the
great majority are sane and
even romantic—they prefer a
well nourished grievance to
a practical remedy. That is
why they sit like the three
monkeys, hearing nothing,
seeing nothing and saying
nothing—and even thinking no-
thing.

There is still hope for
the Tamils. They have a
genius for improvisation, for
rising to emergencies.

Yours faithfully,

Jessica M. Hensman

A GEORGEKEYT retrospe-
ctive exhibition in honour of
the renowned artist’s 82 nd
birthday which began at the
Lionel Wednt Gallery, Colo-
mbo on 18th April concludes
tomorrow 24th April. 140
exhibits are on show.

in an introduction published
in the Exhibition  Catalogue
H.A.l. Goonetileke writes:

*‘For most people the arts
are the colourful spaces in
between the drab and dreary
texts of their everyday lives.
In an age when they have be-
come almost another non-tra-
ditionzl commodity, an invisi-
ble export like tourism, it
may be unfashionable to call
attention to art as mystery
and the artist as avisionary.
‘George Keyt remains an un-
compromising rebel following
his enduring interior vision
and committed to the unrem-
itting inspiration on his parti-
cular spiritual landscape. On
the occasion of the eighty-sec-
ond birthday with over half a
century of formidable creati-
vity and the magisterial exten-
sion of an unique mastery
over his sense of the myster-
ious behind him,his lines show
little sign of flagging and his

and compelling as ever. Rad-
iant sensuality continues to ba
suffused with an unerring and
serene ascetism, and the most
lustrous exuberance is stilled
by 2 halo of brooding
cerebration.

““George Keyt was born in
Kandy on April 17, 1901,and
began his calling as a painter

colours and forms are as vivid °

GEORGE KEYT
honoured with
retrospective
exhibition

towards the end of Ivz0?
He was been for many years
the acknowledged doyen of
painters in  contemporary
Sri Lanka.  This exhibition,
arranged as a tribute of admi-
ration and affection, is desig-
ned to display the full range
of his impressive and dramatic
vision, as well as the amazing
and unrelaxing fecundity of
his pictorical imagination. The
pictures represent many phases
of his artistic career, and de-
monstrate the evergreen ard-
our and lively sensibility of a
brush which has dominated as
no other, the world of Sri
Lankan painting in contempo-
rary times. Keyt is never
more at ease than when he is
expounding t h e  inevitable
confluence of the sacred znd
the profane in his art.  The
theme of retrospection in the
exhibition serves to reinforce
the contemplation of this
recurrent motif.

"“The product of many cul-
tures, Keyt has achieved an
authentic,  spectacular, and
consummate expression . and
style of his own, ready at all
times to do justice and beauty
to his personal fantasies.
work is the powerful and
moving testimeny of a sensi-
tive and revelatory mind, bu:
we are left free nearly 2lways,
to become aware of the poig-
nancy of cur own experience,
and to be reminded of an ex-
alted s-nse of zn elusive des-
tiny, and zbove zll, to ponder
the extent of our estrange-
ment from a culture, however
irretrievable.

His
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I, Inkerman Court,
Woking Rd,
Singapore 0513,

13 April,
The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Dear Sir,

Your journal is undoubte-

dly one that is going to
influence a generation of Tamil
youth, one that will soon
~produce leaders.
Qe way ~f iasing  to-
<alitarianism seem acceptable
and even desirable to the
young is to give them lies
about totalitarian institutions
in small doses. It is very
disturbing. But this is what
some of your feature wri-
ters are doing. Having dis-
carded their traditional gods,
they hive taken te serving
gods, who if anything, are
far more undeserving.

V. Dharmalingam and V.L.S.
Jayapalan have maintained in
your pages that the USSR
is a voluntary federation of
independent republics.  This
does not accord with the
usual use of ‘voluntary’. Once
Bolshevik arms had installed
sacraps of a cantrally directed
communist  party = in the
‘republics’, using the term
‘voluntary federation’ is, me-
rely a question of Form and
propaganda. When we come
to the voluntary inclusion of
the Baltic Republics of Latvia,

1983.

Lithuania and Estonia the
issue becomes sinister and
tragic. Nikolai . Tolstoy has

traced these developments in
his thoroughly documented
book, ‘Stalin’s Secret War’
(1981, Jonathan Cape, Lon-
don.)

At the outbreak of the
ond world war, the three

Baltic States together with
Finland were independent
states with sound ecanomies
enjoying Western style de-
mocratic governments. The
non-aggression pact of 28
Aug. 1939 and the treaty
of 29 Sept. of the same
year between the WNazi go-
vernment of Germany and
the Soviet Union bequeathed
to the Soviet Union the
Baltic States, Fintand and
Eastern Poland in the West
and Bessarabia in Northern
Romania. Significantly the non-
aggression was signed a week
before the Nazis invaded
Poland.

Despite the smaliness of
these states and the free
hand given by Hitler, Stalin
got about the conquest of
these states very cautiously,
ever fearing a French and
British victory, and the Soviet
army moved in for the pi'n-
der only after Hitler
secured the Atlantic front.
Even then tiny Finfand, whose
population of 3 million was
about the size of the Soviet
army, ill prepared as it was,
inflicted a humiliating casu-
alty figure of 200,000 on
the Soviet invaders (I miil-
jon according to Khruschev).

Supporters of the Soviet
Union argue that Stalin had
more honourable  motives,
such as forestalling an attack
by Hitler on the USSR itself.
But this does aet explain

the calculated cruefty that
was to follow. 34,250 Lat-
vians (about 29 of the

population) disappeared with-
out a trace in whe first year
of Soviet occupation. {5,000
Polish officers, captured by

. the Soviets in Eastern Poland,

The .twelve Tamil youths,
including  Jaffna Campus
lecturer A. VARATHARA-
JAPERUMAL and post gra-
duate student T. MAHES-
WARARAJAH, who were
arrested . at Batticaloa on 2
April, have been further
remanded till 3 May by the
Colombo Fort Magistrate.

The youths who were
.rrested were to have
taken part in a seminar
arranged under the Karl
Marx Centenary Programme.

28 Year old Thambipillai
Maheswaran, final year Engi-
neering student at Queen
Mary's College of the Lomdon
University, who  daringly
escaped from the Army Can-
tonment at Panigoda at mid-
day on the Ist of April by
cutting through six steel bars
of his cell window, was veaf-
rested on the [lch of April
at 8-30 P.m. in the house <f
a Muslim couple at Kelaniya.
< Maheswaran was arrested
while he was in the island on

had as George Kennan has

svere murdered
now known as the
massacre. President Pats of
Estonia died a prisoner of
the Soviet Union in~ 1956.
All in all Soviet policy was
aimed at complete subjugat-
jon of .conquered territories
and obviating any kind of
cebellion by destroying the
natural leaders to whom
- people may turn.

Saturday Review

in what is
Katyn

whose figures he  says are
based on conservative assu-
mptions, estimates that 12
million died throughout all
GULAG. This must be com-
pared with the 14 thousand
executions which took place
in the last fifty years of
Tsarist rufe.

| am sure the Saturday
Review does not, on the
4th luly, intend publishing
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These evils, it seems to be,
have less to do with ideo-
logy, than with the exercise
of power, greed, insecurity
and self—aggrandisement.

Both big powers have been
in the business of toppling
governments and both have
taken on proteges they cannot
control and prove an embar-
rassment to their own grea-

The Soviet goose
and the U. S. gander

To quote Nikolai Tolstoy:
‘Probably Stalin’s most su-
ccessful propaganda coup of
all was ‘the propagation of
the myth that Soviet terri-
torial acquisitions were desig-
ned to establish a forward
strategic line in case of a
German attack. This tale has
received wide acceptance, but
is manifestly untrue. Eigh-
teen months later, when Hit-
jer {aunched his invasion, vir-
tually nouthing had  been ac-
complished in the way of
fortifications, defensive lines
or military airfields to ex-
ploit ground gained by the
Nazi-Soviet pact.... Indeed
ob-
served, the national armies
of Finland, Romania and the
Baltic States would have pr-
otected Russian’s flanks in-
finitely better than as con-
quered and depressed satra-
pies.”

Thus the Soviet govern-
ment under Stalin bears 2
heavy responsibility for the
Soviet war dead. Besides the
treaties, Stalin’s co—operation
with Hitler also included the
supply of war materials and
the exchange of political re-
fugees. The 30 million or
so Soviet war dead includes
millions of civilians and re-
turned prisoners of war who
died in the infamous GULAG
slave labour camps. (These
were abolished with Khrus-
chev’s succession). Conquest,

vacation, and detained for alle-
ged involvement in the Pul-
moddai Bank of Ceylon Rob-
bery in 1980. Following the
re-arrest, the house of the
Muslim couple at Kelaniya has
been reduced to ashes. by
unknown arsonists.

e

The TULF staged a. pro-
test fast on 22 April at
the Chelva Memorial Square
for the repeal of the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act
and the withdrawal of the
armed forces from the
North and East.

Police carried out a thr-
ough search of the granary
of Gandhiyam, Vavuniya,
on Monday (18 April). The
search of the bags of ulundu
and payaru drew a blatk.

an article on €207 years of
the USA' in the same vein
as ‘60 years of the USSR'.
Such would of necessity leave
out the excesses of laissez-
faire capitalism in the 19th
and early 20 centuries wit-
hin the US itseif, the ex-
termination and betrayal of
a large section of the Red
indian population and its
lamentable record in Latin
America and elsewhere.

It is tempting, but false,
to argue that economic de-
velopment (or progress!) re-
quires draconian measures and
massive spilling of blood. The
experiences of the USA and
USSR may suggest this. But
there are others (e.g: North
Western Europe, Switzerland)
with more encouraging tales.
The young should be dis-
couraged from taking on idols,
however grave this need may
be in an atmosphere of
despair

Another tendency in your
paper which 1 must point
out is your uncritical cove-
rage of anything connected
with Liberation —movements
or with the Soviet block.
Moral indignation is reserved
exclusively for .US imperia-
lism, while Soviet imperialism
receives no comment. Soviet
misdemeanours are at best
(pardonable) misreadings of
the inexorable laws of scien-
tific socialism (see V.1.S. Jaya-
palan’s comments on Eritrea).

The 16 Gandhiyam volu-
nteers, including -4 girls,
who were arrested at Trin-
comalee on 16 April were

released on T uesday
(19 April).
The volunteers were

arrested by the Trincomalee
Police while they were
participating in the monthly
executive committee meet-
ing of the Trincomalee Gan-
dhiyam branch. They were
taken under heavy armed
guard  to Anuradhapura
where they were quizzed
by a2 special CID team
from Colombo.

Kopay M.P.M.Alalasunda-
aam, who is still warded
at the Jaffna General Hos-
pital, underwent surgery
for the second time on 12
April. The bullet embe-
dded in his right hip was
removed after a two hour
operation. :

it went off with a

ter interests (e.g. US-—Isreal’
El.Salvador, Chile; USSR-Afg
hanistan, Vietnam, the Viet’
namese occupation of Cam-
bodia is proving a major . obs-
tacle to Soviet rapproachment
with China as much as Israel’s
intransigence is a major obsta-
cle to US—Arab relations.)

It is, alas, far too often
the case that as much as libe-
ration movements are born of
necessity, they replace one
set of evils with another.
Many who welcomed the Fall
of the Lion Nol Sovernment
in Cambodia were aghast at
what followed. We must be
prepared to recognise that
those who are liberators one
day may turn out to be oppres-
sors the next, The actions of
Robert Mugabe's North Kor-
ean trained fifth brigade aga-
inst the minority Ndebele
have shocked his supporrers.
Recently he toured Mastabele——
land, protected by the Fifth
Brigade, making ‘‘War or
Peace’ speeches in which J. R.
Jayawardene and S.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike would have found
themselves considerably upsta-
ged.

It is regretted that the last
portion of this letter, writt =
en by RAJAN HOOLE, is
held over for the next issue,
for want of space — Ed-SR

The combined Army-
Police bomb demolition
squad detonated a parcel
bomb found lying close to
the Gurunagar Army Camp
on 18 April. When the
squad fired at the parcel
big
bang. Security forces su-
spect it was a time bomb.

S R reader writes:

“The President of Gand-
hiyam Movement, Mr. S.A.
David, who was detained
by the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment recently will be 59
on Wednesday, April 27th.
May | suggest that special
prayers be held in honour
of this selfless and dadica-
ted social service worker
who will in all probability
continue to languish in pir-
son on the day of his birth-
day.

'
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Eight unions condemn
«t State terrorism

Lanka General Services
Union (Jayaratna Maliya~

(Kandy branch)—(K. G.
Ranasinghe (President);

gida, General Secretary);
Movement for Inter-Racial

Ceylon Federation of Trade
Justice and Equality-Kandy

Union — Kandy Branch

(I. B. Wanigasekere); Sri
Branch (Cyril Wedagedara,
Secretary), have issued a

Lanka Independent Indus-
trial & Commercial Work-
ers Union—Central Prov- ganization for the Defence
ince (Navaratne Weeratunge of Democratic Rights (Nan-
General Secretary); Ceylon dasena Jayatilake); Govern :
« Social Institute, Kandy (S.n ent Clerical Service Union press release condemning 2
3 . the violation of the funda-
mental human rights of the
people in Sri Lanka under
the United National Party
. Government. i

&3

April 1933

‘Balakrishnan); Centre for
Racial Equality — Kandy
(Raja Uswetakelyawa); Or-

wardanepura  University
and members of  the
General Union of Ealam
Students (GUES) in the
East and North.

unce the recent move by
the U N P govt. fto
appoint a Parliamentary
Select Committee to pro-
be the conduct of certain
Supreme Court Judges as
an act which not only
undermines the Judicial
system of this Country
but is an open threat to
the independence of the
Judiciary b _has been
granted under the pic-
sent Constitution and as

We also condemn the
use of teargas and batons
to disperse a  peaceful
protest march organised
by the GUES to protest
against the Hreventon of
Terrorism Act.

e S

Trimmers S. C. carry
away athletic honours

The full statement reads:

stride
MEN’S BEST PERFORM-

ship Trophy. St. Antony’s

were runners-up.

S. Thevarajah of Trim-

mer S. C. the former Na-
tional Long

Jump title
holder, not only took the
Long and Triple in his
but also won the

Mr. K. W. Wimalarajan
(S.0., Jaffna) the organis-
ing Secretary needs a big F
excellent i

bouquet for an
job done by him.

use of State Terrorism
to quell student protests
and the arrest of many
students. including Bud-
dhist Monks at Sri Jaya-

il

their ‘'mmediate release
ana we also condemn the
attempts to use these
arrests as a means of
rousing anti-Tamil senti-
ments in the Country and
as a means of camouflag-
ing the anti-democratic
measures currently being

; iki i 3. We denounce the arrest
Trimmer Sports Club to second place by Vikings We ;he undersigned : d
carried everything before S.C. Trimmer S.C., how- § Organizations express our of Dr. S. Rajasundram such we stroggly urge
; strong protest concernin and Mr. S. A. David that the overnment
then when they made ever, ran a  well-judged ong pro C g VD should stop Silch movis
certain of. the ‘men’s and Tace to win the 4x400 m. | the spate of repressive ac- Secretary and President T P :
oyifatl championships Telay. tx}clms. takclzn rec;n:ily against respectively of the Gan- orthwith.
; : the people an emocratic dhivan Movement, which :
s at the Jaffna ‘ e e Y nt, : d h 1
Xr-(g-};fDivision InterHolgb  ME- V. Yogeswaran(M.P | people’s movements in this  Organisation  working JZﬁ o?niﬁgcec;bfnegecé
Athletic Meet _ concluded for Jaffna) and Mrs. Yoges- | 'Sanc. among the  plantation give a promotion to the
at Jaffna Central grounds. “aram were the chief guests. § | . yepemently condemn workers who became  gynerintendent of Police
Mrs.  Yogeswaran  gave the recent acts of repres- refugees as a result of the Gampaha, who Wwas
Familians carried away away the Trophies to the § .\ Laginst the student ~ Communal Riots of 1977 found gui’lty by the Sup-
the women’s Champion- WIADETS. I movement especially the and 1981. We call for reme Court of Violation

of the Fundamental
Rights of the PAVIDI
HANDA ORGANIZA-
TION and also the deci-
sion to utilise public
funds to pay the fine
imposed on this Ofticer
by the Supreme Court.
This tantamounts to an

resorted to by the Gov-. hall t the

| PH Field opep. cha eng,e_ o
;\rECE tl;Ic‘aRo chaYllenggt cul:)u ernment. Judiciary of this: Country
awarded to the  MOST 4. We condemn the recemt vs;ellt asﬂ::tm ;ncroumge&
OUTSTANDING = ATH- Army assault on religious ment to the Police an
LETE of the Meet. K. Armed Forces to misuse

worshippers in a Kovil in
Manipay, the arbitrary
arrest and detention of
3 plantation refugee
youths in Vavuniya, the
setting on fire of 16 huts
belonging to plantation
refugees in Trincomalee
and the remanding of
youth in that District.

and abuse their powers.
Thus the fundamental
rights enshrined in the
Constitution of our
Country are reduced to
mere words.

Thomas, another Trimmer
athlete who finished first
in the 400m, 800m, and the
‘High’, was awarded the
— MEN’S BEST PERFORM-
ANCE TROPHY for Track T o s Sl e
Events. A

In view of the above we
call upon all freedom loving
people and Organizations
to protest with  utmost
vehemence against the use
of Police brutality and
State Terrorism agains the

The women’s BEST
performance Trophy  was
taken by Amuthini Stanis-
laus of the ‘Familians’.
Ratneswary Arumugam of

Jaffna Hindu—good
season, but lucky too

5. We protest against the
arrest and detention of
Nirmala Nithyananthan,

Trimmer S.C. made certain Jaffna Hindu’s  First Patrick’s hoisted a mam- | . : cople of this Island an
T S e o Eleven Cricket OUTFIT moth 301 for 9. Iaffia | > nowiown artist a5 ool to them iy
formance Trophy for Field is one of the Northern Hindu crumbled to a not \t;)ve . £ atho ég mem- i srward speedily and un-
Events. Schools’ Teams ' that went too encouraging 135 in o " sentian itedly and in a determined
through the season un- their first essay’ Clangys mndo iy others fashion to safeguard the

Other Men athletes who scathed and untarnished. under the draconion fypdamental human and
pertormed well at the meet Going in a second time P.T.A. (which has been democratic rights of our

denounced by the Am-
nesty InternatioBal).

with a deficit of 166 runs
to clear, to avoid the in-
nings, Jaffna Hindu were
in dire straits losing seven
wickets with but 72 on the
board at close. It was time

Their performance im-
proved as the seasom pro-
gressed, and hey did re-
markally well to take first
innbngs honours over the
reputed, Hartley and St.

were M. Robert of St
Antony’s S.C. who took a
sprint double, S. Jeevarat-
nam of Trimmet S.C. who
took a middle and long
distance ‘treble’  (1500m,

people.

6. We call for the
mediate repeal of
BRA.

im-
the
and the release

Inquiry on 25th

The judicial inquiry into

5000m, and 10,000) Mr. R. thn’s Teams. Their only. that appeared to have of a}l t;rose dafres}tlc?d land the death of detunu Kathi-
Antony (Put) from Gury- Win for ghe. season was an §aved Hindu from the o ot s rgamathamby  Navaratna-
nagar S.C., A. S. Manue] Innings triumph over Koku- ignominy of an  innings 7. We vehemently condemn rajah (28) at the Gurunagar

vil Hindu. They held defeat.
Hartley, St. John’s, Mani-
pay Hindu, Union and

Colombo Hindu te drawn

(Dise) from Gurunagar S.C Army camp will be resumed
on Thursday (25 April)
before the Additional Magi-

strate, Mr, K. P. R. Vara-

the recent incidents of
Police assault and brutal-
ity on International Wo-gi
men’s Day especially the

Incidentally, Jaffna Hih-
du doesn’t play  Jaffna

Among the women, be-
sides Amuthini and Ratnes-

wary, Nalayini Selvarajah games. Central, Jaffna College and | tharajah.

(400m,) Joy Rose Mariya- . Mahajana.  They should %’t.tva.ck t:naldeé u?;;warggfé ]

seelan (Putt) and Mehala Hindu’s performance, however consider  them- il st Navaratnarajah was arre-
Ponnambalam (Disc) made however, against St. Pat- a  respecte politica

selves really lucky that at
least three of the leading
Cricket playing  Schools
take them on in their an-
ual ‘friendlies.’

sted by security forces at
Kiliveedy (Trincomalee Dis-
trict) and detained at the
Gurumagar Army Camp
where he died on 10 April.

figure and a Journalist
from the Island and Sun
newspapers.

ricks’ in the annual ‘friend-
ly’ is one that no Hindu
fan could gloat over. In
the match in question, St.

their presence felt.

In the Men’s Relays,
Trimmer S.C. was beaten

8. We vehemently  deno-



Conference on Tamil

plantation workers

‘begins in London today

An INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON THE
PLANTATION WORKERS
OF SRI LANKA is scheduled
to be held in London today
and tomorrow (April 23rd
and 24th) at the Hampstead
Town Hall Haverstock Hill,
Lo-jon NW3.

On the programme are
contributions by Rev. Fr.
Paul Caspersz, S.J., Presi-
dent, Movement for Inter
Racial Equality and Justice
(MIRJE, Sri Lanka); Dr.

David Selbourne, Lecturer,
Ruskin College, Oxford;
Rachel Kurien, Author of
ILO Publication: “Women
in the Sri Lanka Plantation
Sector” and Kumudhini
Samuel, Women’s Centre,
Sri Lanka and many others.

The Conference is orga-
nized by the Sri Lanka
Research and Information
Group, 9, Grays Inn Buil-
ding, Rosebury Avenue,
London ECL
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Another view of the Washington demonstration (story on page !
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‘Tigers’ stop factional

violence : outside
to escalate

Concerted attempts to

escalate tension  between
the Tamil and Muslim
communities in  Jaffna

after the Liberation Tigers
had stepped in to bring
about a settlement of a
local dispute between two
neighbourly groups, have
failed.

What began as a private
quarrel on New  Year’s
Day in Oddumadam in
Jaffna, was blown up by
some Colombo newspapers
into a full-scale war bet-
ween the two communities.
‘THE ISLAND’ even went
to the extent of portraying
the peace-making efforts of
the “Tigers’ as a warning to
the Muslim community in
the North!

The ‘Tigers® stepped in
on Sunday (17 April) after
attempts were made to at-
tack some Muslim shops in
one or two villages. The
marauding youths report-
edly had links with a Work-
ers’ Organization enjoying
high official patronage.

The unwarranted teargas
attacks by the Police on
Osmania College students,
on Monday (18 April) led
to a boycott of classes and
a hartal in which Tamil
businessmen too particip-
ated.  Disciplinary action
is being taken against two

police officers in connec-
tion with the teargassing.

The ‘Tigers’ had repert-
edly advised members of
both communities on Sun-
day to bury the hatchet
immediately as internecine
squabbling could  only
weaken the freedom strug-

A et P g

people. :
Informed sources point
out that in previous years
occasional disputes  bet-
ween the 2 groups were
localised. This time deliber-
ate attempts had been made
not merely to prolong the

bid
it fails

gle of the Tamil speaking

tension but to spread it
throughout the whole ot
Jaffna: the ‘Tigers’ had
nipped this in the bud.
These sources also think
there’s a link between the
forthcoming local govern-
ment polls and the unsuccess-
ful attempt at escalation.

Local polls could be tough for the T, U. L. F.
e R R S S R S R R DS R SRR

The local polls in the
North are not going to be a
cake-walk for the TULF
according to political ob-
servers. Nominations
closed on Wednesday (20
April).

The keenest contest is
likely to be at Point Pedro
where an  Independent
Group led by sitting mem-
ber P. Veeravagu who
broke away from the TULF
in 1977, is challenging the
TULF team led by the
present Chairman M. VEL-
UM MYLUM. SATUR-
DAY REVIEW reliably
learns the TULF M.P. for
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Point Pedro, K. THURAI-
RATNAM, and Jaffna
D.D.C. Member, M. THA-
MBIMUTHU (also of the
TULF) were dead against
re-nominating VELUM
MYLUM. The list they
submitted to the = TULF
High Command was minus
his name.  The High Com-
mand’s decision to renom-
inate him led to mixed
reactions in Pt.  Pedro.
While 'some shop-owners
and others lit  crackers,
backers of rival groups put
up their shutters. The rift

in the TULF camp gives

the Independent Group
more than an even chance,
according to  informed
sources. In any case, they
say, the TULF splits can
lead to ‘fireworks’.

In Jaffna, the TULF- as
forecast in SATURDAY

REVIEW (2 April)—ditch-
ed Mayor Rajah Visuvana-
than and persuaded DR. A.
L. ABRAHAM to cross
over from the Tamil Con-
gress Camp. The list is
headed by ex-Mayor and
sitting D.D.C. member S.
NAGARAJAH. The
TULF high command had
to drop its plans of bring-
ing in ex-Communist V.
PONNAMBALAM to head
its list, due to  pressure
from TULF stalwarts. Ac-
cording to TULF sources,
Nagarajah will be Mayor
for the first two years and
Abraham for the last two.
The Deputy Mayorship is
to be rotated annually. The
TULF, contrary to eXpect-
ations, has also retained
most of its old guard.

The Tamil Congress’ Jaf-

fna list is headed by a
fresher, trade unionist S.
S. Manoharan. Quite a
number of the candidates
too are new comers fto
local politics. It’s in-
teresting, say political ob-
servers, to see how these
political colts will fare.

FINANCE COMPANY

A  Finance @ Company
“THAMILAR NITHIYAM’
(Tamil Funds and Finances
Ltd) will be ceremonially
inaugurated by the M.P.
for Jaffna, V. Yogeswaran
on Monday, April 25th at
11 a.m., at 140 Navalar
Road, Jaffna. Jaffna May-
or, Rajah Visuvanathan

and DDC Chairman S-.

Nadarajah will also
present.

be
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