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JRFFNA FACES FAMINE AND WAR: |
GOVT_BLOCKS FOOD AND MEDICINE |

With the economic sanctions  already in rigid
practice, the Government of Kumaratunga and its
bureaucracy have been placing
various forms and methods effectively blocking the
supply of food, medicine and other essential items
to the North thereby causing tremendous hardships
and suffering to the Tamil civilian masses. If the
situation continues, the present scarcity of food items
will aggravate into a dangerous condition of famine.
In the meantime, the Government has moved fresh
troops and war materials to Palali base in prepar—

Peninsula.
An acute
essential

shortage of
items is already
prevailing in the North,
particularly in the Jaffna
peninsula where the Tamil
population of nearly one
million people are concent-
rated. With an economic
embargo already in force,
the Government bureaucrats
attached to various depart-
ments are deliberately placing
obstacles for the private
traders to  bring food
supplies and other  essential
items to the North, The
military, in collaboration
with the Colombo bureauc-
Tacy are also actively involved
in the obstruction of essen-
tial supplies to the North.
This has caused an - acute
shortage of essential items
and price hikes creating
conditions of starvation for
the poor. Furthermore, the
deliberate delays caused by
the Government in formula-

ting an agreement with the
ICRC for the protection
of- food ships 1is also
aggravating the food
situation in the = North.
If the situation is allowed
to continue, it is feared,

the present conditions of food
scarcity will develop into a
famine.

In the meantime the Def-
ence Ministry has refused
permission to allow medi-
cine for the control of
infectious and other deadly
diseases to be sent to
Jaffna, Particularly affected

By this inexplicably harsh
decision by the Government
authorities will be thousands

and thousands of young
children. By refusing to

allow triple antigen vaccine
for diphtheria, whooping

impediments in

-~ —~-gtion for a major military assault on the Jaffna

cough and tetanus and the
oral vaccine for polio the
Government is deliberately

exposing innocent children
to the dangers of deadly
epidemics.

The conditions of war
haev resulted in the disrup-
tion of many children’s
immunisation programmes.
Those who have started the
immunisation for preventative
diseases either need to rest-
art the programme or a boos-
ter dose to provide the
necessary protection against
these potentially lethal illn-
esses. However, with the
rainy season only a month
or so away and thousands
of children either malnou-
rished or accommodated in
overcrowded conditions in
refugee camps the potential
threat to the health and
lives of innocent children
without  proper immuani-
sation  protection against
these infectious  diseases
is alarming.

Discontinuing the supply
of anti-rabies vaccine to
the north will undoubtedly

result in the unnecessary
loss of several lives. With-
out the supply of malothein
to control the mosquito popu-
lation an epidemic of malaria
can be expected.  Already
a common disease causing
acute and chronic illness
to the affected the absence
of malothein will exacerbate

the problem and expose
countless numbers to the
infection .

This is the scenario facing
the Jaffna population
today. The Government of
Kumaratunga has not only
subjected the Tamil people
to this wretched condition
but is also making elabor-
ate plans to launch a
massive military offensive
in the Jaffna Peninsula.
The population of Jaffna
is facing the prospect of
famine and a bloody war,

Fear Grips Colombo Based Tamils:
Mass Arrests of Youth Continue

Tamils living in Colombo
and its suburbs aie gripped

by fear, anxiety and tension
as hundreds of Tamil Youth

are being rounded up daily

by the Sri Lankan security
forces as LTIE suspects.

Last week alone more than
500 young Tamils, both

men and women, Were
arrested in the Colombo
metropolitan - area.

The
Tamils

mass arrest of

in Colombo and
other southern districts

continues unabatedly for
the last few months irrespec-

tive of protests from various
human rights organisations.

The arrested youth are
kept incommunicado and
subjected to torture. There
are several cases of  disa-

ppearances. The parents
seeking the whereabouts of

their arrested ° children are
turned dway without any
information. There have been

several gruesome incidents
in the outskirts of Colombo

where decomposed corpses
of .young Tamils were
found in isolated streets

and river banks.

The arrest of Tamil
youths has been intensified
since last week following the

bomb blast near the Secre-
tariat of the Chief Minister
of the Western Provincial

Council in  Colombo. A
massive. round-up and arrest

(Continued on Page 2)

- The LTTE Leader

top military commanders inspects a cache of arms captured
at Mandaitivu.

Mr.

V. Prabakaran flanked

by his
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MISSING THE POINT

Foreign Governments are responding with enthusiasm
to President Kumaratunga’s programme for a resolufion
to the national conflict. The American, Australian, Bri-
tish, Canadian and French Governments have already
welcomed the President’s devolution package and hailed
her programme as a ‘courageous step’ towards restor-
ing peace and finding a permanent solution to this
seething national conflict in the island.

Everyone is well aware that uppermost in the think-
ing of foreign Governments is their genuine concern
that the national contradiction that has ravaged the
island over the past few decades is resolved; that con-
ditions of permanent peace and political stability pre-
vail, forcien investments are secured and encouraged
and making a major contribution to the economic growth
and material progress of the people. There are not
many people who would dispute with such an ideal
political and socio - economic order. Sadly however,
such conditions of social existence are not as easily
created as many foreign Governments obviously believe
nor are they always the top priority of many peoples.

The eagerness of foreign Governments to see that
this conflict draws to a conclusion is reflected in the
hasty manner they have showered praise on Colombo
prior to even hearing the voice of the people in the
Northeast. If foreign Governments had patiently waited
and studied the responses coming out from the northeast
they would have been leftin little doubt that there is
a fundamental contradiction between their assessment of
the President’s politico-military formulations and those
of the Tamil people. President Kumaratunga’s programme
for a solution to the Tamil national question includes both
a political and military strategy. Foreign Governments,
in their response to Colombo, have underplayed the
military component, taken up and highlighted the devo-
lution package as central to a resolution of the conflict .
However. for the people of the Northeast the devolution
package has little meaning to their lives and has not been
given even the slightest of serious consideration among the
~people:—The devolution package has_been totally over-
shadowed by the military strategy of the Government.

President Kumaratunga’s political programme for the
people and military option for the LTTE. everyone in
the northeast is well aware, is a ludicrous political posi-
tion that is not o:ly impractical but has all the hall-
marks of an exercise in legitimising war. The military
destruction of the LTTE, the people know very well,
is not the easy task that the Government thinks nor,
may we add, is it the wish of the people. Devolution
of power is not an issue for a people facing the real
threat of major military aggression and war. For them
the central obsession at the moment is survival.

In a very subtle manner the suggestion made by
foreign Governments that the LTTE lay down arms
and surrender and enter the political mains'ream is
an articulation of their conception of how they view
the solution to the military threat posed by the Sri-
Lanka state to the people of Jaffna. By trying to
shift the responsibility for the impending military oper-
ations in the Jaffna Peninsula oato the LTTE, some
foreign Governmen s have chosen to ignore the history
of the Tamil people’s struggle and underestimated the
political judgement of the LTTE. To suggest that
the Colombo proposals are substantial and reasonable
grounds for the LTTE to lay down arms is a gross
oversimplification of the politics of the North, an
extra — ordinary underestimation of the LTTE’s com-
mitment and political consciousness and a much too
flippant reading of the Government’s genuineness .
Is it fair and reasonable for foreign Governments to
expect a liberation movement that has single - handedly
fought and struggled for the past twenty years in
pursuit of its political objectives to lay down arms
and -urrender on th- basis of a flimsy political package
advanced by a >inhala - Buddhist State that has a mnot-
orious hi-tory of abrogating pacts and agreements. Further
more, the proposals are as yet not finalised but have
been put forward for public deb.te and are available
for all forms of changes and modifications. To lay
down arms for intangible proposals would not only be
political suicide for the LTTE but national suicide
for the Tamils also.

At this time when the Tamil people are faced
with extreme danger and large scale destruction by
the State forces, the good offices of foreign Govern-
nents to encourage the Sri Lanka State to desist from
prosecuting the military option and urging the parties
in conflict to return to the negotiating table is what
the people expect from the international community.

Living in Fear and Uncertainty

President Kumaratunga’s
often repeated pronouncemen-
tsthat the military operations
beirg conducted in the north
are nct against the Tamil
people have become the
subject of ridicule and laugh-
ter in Jaffna. The reality
of military activity by the
State forces tells a different
story; a story of death,
destruction, the instilling of
fear and the stripping of
people’s dignity by making
them dependentand homeless.

For several months now
major military offensives by
the State forces and the
threat of more to come is
always an issue to be recko-
ened with when the peopl-
plan their lives. Constant
speculation about when and
where the army will attempt
to launch its next offensive
engages many people; people
in thevillages of West Valiga-
mam wonder how much longer
they will be able to remain
in their homes before the
army blasts the area with
artillery and mortar shells
or attempts to move in and
occupy their village; where
to go if the army moves
is a majcr source of con-
cern in an area where inde-
pendent accommodation is a
scarcity. Siudents sitting for
their exams hope and pray
that shelling -will not dist-
ract their study time or
disturb their concentration
during the examinations.

Over and beyond these con-
cerns is the constant know-

ledge amongst the people
of Jaffna that at any time,
in any place shells could
rain down and kill and maim
at will.

The northern part of the
Jaffna Peninsula, from the
west as far as Ponnalai
to the east in Vadamarachchi
has become the main arena
for the big guns in the
deadly arsenal of the Sri
Lanka army and navy. The
lives of the people in these
heavily populated residential
areas has become one of
fear, fraught with danger
from both the Palaly army
camp and the navy. Day
and night the people live
in trepidation not knowing
when an artillery she'l will
rip through the walls of
their homes and tear them
to shreds.

In the northwcest Valiga-
mam area the pepulation
has been thrown into con-
stant insecurity and
uncertainty. Although the
Sri Lanka army has vacated
the Operation ‘Leap Forward
area of West Valigamam the
entire area remains mili-
tarily volatile with the army
engaging in limited incur-
sions into areas surrounding
Palaly and indiscriminate
random shelling of the
resion. e

Subsequently, bullock carts
laden with household

goods, cycles stacked with
food stores, suitcases and
cardboard boxes of posse-
ssions, tractor trailers over-
loaded with odds and ends
recovered after the initial
flight of their owners has
become part of the Jaffna
road traffic today. This
constant - stream of people
and goods is a sure sign
that Valigamam north is
not a safe area for normal
human activity.

On Friday 4th, the mor-
ning after the President’s
address when it was pointed
out that the war was not
directed at the people, the
army launched a limited
offensive from Alavetti to
Chunnakam. Just prior to
the offensive, in the early
hours of the morning the
people were wakened by the
revving of tank motors
creating psychological terror
and warning the people
that death was on its way.
The population fled the
path of  these mindless
vehicles of death. The want-
on shelling by tanks destr-
oying any building that
stood in the way of the
advancing troops and the
continuous  pounding of
artillery shells well beyond
the battle zone ‘can hardly

be construed as a war
confined to the LTIE,

‘lhousands of people from

Chunnakam to
fled the area.
Northeastward in the areas
of Artchuvely, Thondaiman-
aru miiutary incursions on
search and destroy operations
preceded by heavy artillery
shelling has uprooted thous-
ands and has become an
expectation of the everyday
lite of the people. Vadama-
rachchi, an LTTE strongh-
old, is often singled out
for artillery shelling and
naval bombardment as acts
of revenge and expressions
of hatred by the State forces.

Manipay

At Velvettiturai a barrage
of blind shelling by ships in
a navy convoy rocked this
coastal village receatly. As

a large convoy of navy
ships carrying troops and
supplies moved across the
northern  waters , towards
Kankesanthuraiseveral escort
vessels took wup positions
in the seas directly off the
shores of Velvettiturai and
proceeded to pound the
village. The people’s experi-
ence of these situations
prevented panic and chaos
and, fortunately, only a few
people were injured. But
this battle - scarred village
once again endured large
scale damage.

For vast sections of the
population the strain of
coming and going and the
uncertainty of the future
life in  their traditional
village is too much to bear.
Having weighed up the situ-
ation the people opt for
survival and take up resi-
dence in
modation is available in
churches, temples, and schools,
some chojse to live = with
relatives. They are homeless,
unemployed aud quite
often in abject poverty.
The only solace they have
is that they are alive.

Fear Grips...

(Continuation from Page 1)
operation was launched in

. Colombo and its.surcound-.

ing areas in which hundre-
ds of innocent Tamils were

taken into custody. Most

of the arrests took place in
the dead of the night at
private residences, boarding

houses and lodges. The sec-
ret police and tne security

personnel refuse to show
theirr ideatity, abduct the

young people and take them
to undisclosed destinations.
As the arrests continue, the
Tamils resident in Colom-
bo are living in constant
fear and anxiety. The Gov—
ernment of Kumaratunga
is maintaining a studied
silenc: even though this
matter is widely publicised
in the media and received
internationl attriction.

Refugees continue to flee from artillery shelling

by the

Forces from Palaly

whatever accom-—
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‘“The Government of Chan-
drika. Kumaratunga, while an-
nouncing a setol political pro-
posals for the resolution of the
ethuic conflict has also decla-
red an all - out war against
the LTTE thereby closing
down all avenues for the
resumption of a peace pro-
cess. Therefore, this pack-
age of devolution will not
lead to peace or a peaceful
resolution of the conflict,
but rather it will pave the
way for a protracted armed
conflict*’.

This was stated by Anton
Balasingham, the  chief
spokesman and theoretician
of the LTTE, at a press

conference held in Jaffna
this week. Characterising
the peace effort of the
Government as essentially

to a war strategy to militarily
repress the Tamil national
struggle, Mr. Balasingham
said that the package of
devolution announced by the
Government was a. deceptive
mask to hide the ugly face
of war, a peace mask (o
legitimise - and justify the
military programme.

At ‘the outset Mr. Bala-
singhain- explained that' the
press briefing was not intend-
ed to analyse or criticise
the content of the Govern-
ment’s proposals but to
apprise the Tamil people
of the Government’s stra-
tegy of prosecuting the war
under the guise of a peace
package. ““The Government
has not submitted the pro-
gramme of devolution either
for the LTTE or tor Tamils
of the Northeast for consi-
deration. In these circum-~
stances, commenting on the
merits and demerits of the
proposals “will not serve any
meaningful purpose’’, he
said .

Addressing  the
Mr. Balasingham

press,
further

explained : “‘If the Govern-.

ment of  Chandrika Ku-
maratunga had a gen-
uine intention of resol-
ving the Tamil national
problem through peaceful
means, it should have placed
a package of proposals
during the negotiations with
the LTIE having amicably
settled the immediate issues
of the Tamils. But the
Government did not do so.
It gave primacy to military
concerns and  deliberately
created conditions for the
breakdown of talks. From
the very beginring until now,
the Government is firmly
committed to a military solu-
tion. The Chandrika admi-
nistration entertains a notion
that if the LTTE is destroyed
militarily, it could ° impose

an inadequate solution®onthe
Tamil "people .

The Government is opera—
ting with an absurd and
ridiculous scheme that pro-
poses a political solution to
the Tamils and a military
solution to the Tamil
Tigers. This scheme is based
on a misconceived fantasy
that the LTTE and the Tamil
people could be separated
by enticing the Tamils with
a devolution package. Fai-
ling to realise the concrete
reality that the Tigers and
the people are one and the
same  phenomenon, the
Government falsely assumes
that it could alienate the
Tigers and win over the
people by political deceit.
We are surprised that
Chandrika regime has not
realised that it was precisely
the same historical blunder
made by the former Govern-
ment as well as by India.
The Indian Government
attempted to implement the

serious debate and discussion
over the implications of the
proposed package of devo-
lution, the people in Tamil
Eelam are confronted with
a different existential reality.
Here, ineour homeland, our
people are faced with death,
destruction and iminense
suffering  brought about
by economic sanctions. In-
stead of a devolution of
power, our people are faced
with a devolution of state
violence and terror.

We have to take into
consideration that this
proposed package of devo-
lution does not constitute
itself into a comprehensive
framework, but rather itis
offered as a body of propo-
sals, for which different
interpretations and elucidat-
lons are given daily by some
prominent Ministers of the
Government. These Ministers
have said that the North
and East' will not be mer-
ged but rather demarcated

|_Anton Balasingham on
Government’s Proposals

Provincial Council scheme
hoping that it could isulate
and crush the LTTE by the
force of arms. The present
Government seems to adopt
a similar approach that the
largest army in the world
attempted and failed mise-
rably. Having failed to
realise the truth that the
Tamil people are solidly
behind the LTTE, the
Government is embarking
on a deadly project the
disastrous consequences of
which have to be borne by
the Government of Chan-
drika Kumaratunga .

The Government has deci-
ded to implement this set
of proposals only after
defeating or rather elimina-
ting the LTTE. We learn
such an assurance has been
given to the leadership of
the *Maha Sangha’ by the
Government. If this is the
true position of the Govern-
ment we can safely con-
clude that this package of

devolution will never be
implemented, becau.e of
the very fact that the
LTITE. will never be . de-

feated or destroyed. Even
in the unlikely event of
the destructien of the LTTE
the
have the compulsion or
need to implement the devo-
lution package -

While ‘the people of the

south” are- “engaged: -inm -a‘

Goverament may not

and redefined with the
deletion of territories; that
the unitary structure of the
state will not be impaired
and that the proposals do
not confer special status or

powers to the Tamils
but it would only be
an  administrative stru-

cture for the entire island.

They further argue that
these proposals would be
subjected to amendments

and modifications and change
at the deliberations of the
Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee and has to be endor-
sed by the Sinhala majority
Parhament. They say that
finally it is the Sinhala
ma jority which has to app-
rove the package. 1 tnink
there is a lot of truth in
what they say. 1Uherefore,
it will serve no purpose
if we make any comments
on the contents of tuese
proposals at this stage.

It is ghe
who have to decide on the
nature of the  solution to
the Tamil national question.
Self - determination means
precisely that. We are not
a minority group, but
rather we constitute our-
selves into a coherent nati-
onality. As a nation  of
people, we ‘reserve the
inalienable right to freely
decide our own ' political
destiny Nob®dy else 'can
decide 'our - political fate,
not can ‘anybody, be it the

Tamil people |

other nation, impose a
political solution. against
our will. This package of

devolution is not submitted
for consideration to the
Tamil people, nor to the
LTTE who are their authe-
ntic representatives. Yet the
Government wants to impo-
se this set of proposals on
the Tamils at the point of
a gun through military
violence. We will not allow
such an aggressive approach.

Without a vision of the
future as to what form and
structure this package could
turn out to be, the Tamil
groups in Colombo have
welcomed these proposals in
haste. Neither we, nor our
people are surprised over
their action. These groups,
having been rejected and
alienated by the Tamil peo-
ple, entered  Parliament
through fraudulent elections.
They have never shown any
genuine concern for the
interests and aspirations of
our people. They are pre-
pared to grasp any bones
thrown by anybody simply
to cling on to their usurped
positions. We are not in
the least concerned about
their political stand. There
are a few senior elderly
politicians among them who

have now sought refuge
under the umbrella of

Chandrika Government after
having been systematically
cheated and lived in
political wilderness  for

more that forty vyears.
Having  abandoned the

struggle for self-determina-
tion, these politicians have
at one time welcomed the
District Development Coun-
cils and the Provincial
Councils and are now praising

——

K. WARF.

Chandrika’s ™ proposals  as

radical and revolutionary.

They are also preaching
political wisdom to the Tamil .
Tigers Our people are well’
aware of the political insight

of these politicians. Deluded :
by the proposed devolution, -
they are betraying the Tamil

cause again. We can forgive.
them, but the history of the
people’s struggle will never
pardon them .

Even though we are faced
with a major war, we have
not given up the path of:
peace nor have we abando-
ned the process of seecking
a political settlement through

peaceful means. We are
prepared for war and we
are prepared for - peice.

Unlike the Government of

Chandrika Kumaratunga we

have not closed the door to

peace. If the Government

brings an end to the war,

creates the conditions of .
peace and settles the immedi-

ate problems of our people,

we are prepared to paticipa-

te in the peace negotiations.

But if the Government escal-

ates the armed conflict and

attempts to -continue - the -
policy of genocide of the -
Tamils, we will be left:with

no alternative other than'to -
close the doors to psace and

continue to strugecle for the

establishment - of an  inde-*
pendent State.  Therefore,

it is the Government of

Chandrika Kumaratunga

which has to decide as

to whether to pursue the

path of peace for a nego-
tiated settlement or to pursue

the path of war that will
lead ultimately to the divi-

sion of th: country’, Mr. :
Balasingham said.

LTTE Guarantees Security
to ICRC Protected Vessels

The LTTE leadership has
given an undertaking to
the ICRC that it would
respect and guarantee the
security of the personnel
and vessels carrying food
supplies to the North.

Thd International Comm-
ittee of the Red Cross is

seeking = guarantees from
both the LTIE and the

Sri Lankan security forces
for the security of the
ICRC protected®  vessels
supplying essential  items
to the Jaffna Peninsula.
Following the incident in

which an 1CRC protected
ship “Sea Dancer’ was

damaged and sunk at the

Kankesanthurai hairbour by
a seamine, the Internation-

al Committee of the Rep
Cross has been trying to

work out . ‘an agreement '
with the parties in conflict
to ensure the safety of the

vessels and personnel under
its protection . »

Having given the under-
taking. to the ICRC, the;
LTTE has pointed out
that guarantees of security .
to vessels operating inside .
the harbours and naval
bases -under the controll of .
the security forces have . to:
be sought from the Gover- -
nment forces. : j

Thou:h the LTTE ' has.
pledged guarantees to ICRC
protected vessels' in the"
Northeastern =~ ‘waters and’
prepared to sign an agree-
ment to the effect, the
Goverament is delaying the -
proecdure thereby causiag:
a food crisis in-the Notth’
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The Jaffna Citizens Committee in a letter

addressed to President

Chandrika Kumaratunga

has categorised the carrent military campaign
by the Sri Lanka security forces in the Jafina
Peninsula as a war against the Tamil civilians,
Regular- mortar and artillery shelling are deli-
berately directed against the civilian targets cau-
sing death and destruction of property. This
callous disregard to civilian security violates the
universally accepted norms of war. Furthermore,

the curtailment of food,

medicine and other essen-

tial items and the obstacles imposed on communi-
cation are deliberate attempts intended to cause

misery and hardship to
signed by President,
V. C Jaffoa University

the people. The letter

Professor K. Kunaratnam,

and Mr . R Mahendran

the Secretary, Principal, Kokkuvil Hindu College,

calls upon the President

to bring an end to

military atrocities against civilians and to lift the
embargo on' essential items.

We ‘pnblisll here below the full text of the

letters

31st July 1995.

Her Excellency the President,
Presidential Secretariat,
Colombo 1.

Your Excellency,

In. our two  previous
letters dated 14th July 1995
and 21st July

number of civilian deaths
as-a result of the recent
military operations
Valigamam area. We appea-
led to you to. order a sus-
pension . of all military

operations and pursue a path
of peace and hoped that

you would take action to

provide relief and compen-
sation to the people affected

by the military operation .
To our great dismay, the
military operations are still
continuing, though without
any code name, even after
an official announcement

to the effect that the Ope-
ration ‘Leap Forward’ has

come to an end. Mortar and
artillery shells are still being
fired daily into civilian areas

even when there is no direct

confrontation between the

army and the LTTE resulting
as usual in civilian deaths,

injury to civilians and
damage to civilian property.
We now learn that troops
are being massed in the
Peninsula and another mili-
tary operation is beimng

planned even before the
civiiians have recovered

from the physical and

mental suffering caused by
the earlier operation. We

pointed out in our last
letter that any such operation
will amount to a monumen-

tal folly and will wipe out

any caance of finding a
lasting solution to the ethnic

problem  besides causing
immense
civilian population .

1995 we
brought to your Excellericy’s
notice the unbearable hard--
ships the people of Jaffna

have suffered and the large

sut fering to the _

The Operation ‘Leap For-
ward’ and similar operations
conducted by the Security
Forces in the North and
East have all had the hall-
marks and dimensions of a
war between two nations,

of items to the North.
Even “‘after’ permission is
granted what appears to be
deliberate and calculated
administrative measures are

taken to see that the items
do not reach the people in
time. We learn with great
concern that attempts are
now being made to interfere
with the activities of the
ICRC which has been provi-
ding humanitarian service
to the people here and assi-
sting the officials in trans-
porting food and medical
items to the North. Such
attempts are callous to say
the least, coming at a time
when thousands of people
have lost their homes, their
earning capacity and their
livelihood due to the recent
and previous military opera-
tions and are living as refu-
gees either in camps or with
friends and relations. Large
tracts of agricultural lands
are under army occupation.
This together with the fact
that the transport of all
types of fertilizers to the
North has been banned has

’

a major military operation.
Their timely warning went
unheard. The number of
injured was well over a
thousand and many who
could have bzen saved suc-
cumbed to their injuries due
to the availability of only
one qualified Surgeon to
care for such a large number
of casualties. It is hoped
that your Excellency will
intervene in this matter and
cause the much needed medi-
cal supplies, fuel and medi-
cal personnel sent to the
hospitals in the North soon
as requested by the medical
authorities here and ensure
thereafter a regular supply
of fuel and drugs to enable
the hospitals to function
effectively.

3. Obstacles to Com-
munication
Your Excellency is well

aware that there are no
communication facilities in

Jaffna for the civilian
population. Jaffna  has
all the hallmarks of a

; ‘ ’..jaffna
i “Writes to

*Citi‘”,z“ens" Committee
President Kumaratunga

in - the -

except that even in such
wars certain laid down norms
are observed to protect the
civilians while in the mili-
tary operations carried out
in the North and East no

concern has been shown for
the security of the civilians.

Is it any wonder then that
the people in the North and
East comsider these opera-
tions as war waged against
the Tamils asa whole and
desire a political set up
in which: they can look
after their own affairs inclu-
ding their own  security?
This desire is further enhan-
ced by other measures taken
by the Government and the
military authorities which,
in the opinion of the people
here, are intended to cause
as much misery and hard-
ship to them as possible.
We enumerate some of
these below:

1. Curtailment of food
supplies to the North:

Transport of food items
to the North from Colombo

is either curtailed or dela-

yed or stopped at will by the
authorities keeping the people

here in a state of suspense,
worry and semi - starvation.
Several bureaucratic hurdles
imposed by the authorities
in Colombo have to be
cleared. before permission
“is granted for the transport

brought food production to
a halt. The need of the

hour is therefore additional
shipment of food to the

war - ravaged North rather
than a curtailment of its

supply. We understand that
the food stocks in hand in

Jaffna will not last more
than a few weeks and if
timely  action is not taken
conditions of famine will
soon prevail here. We appeal
to your Excellency to ensure
adequate and continuous
supply of food and other
essential items to the people
in the North.

2. Curtailment of medi-
cal supplies to the North:

Even before the recent
military operation in the
North, stocks of medical
items were low in all the
hospitals and dispensaries in
the North including the
General Hospital, -~ Jaffna
which is also a teaching

hospital and one which
caters. to the health needs

of the entire North. This
fact: was made known to

the authorities well in time
by no -less an . organization

than the ICRC. In its

report to the Government it
also specifically mentioned

about the shortage of medi-

cal personnel especially Sur-
geons fearing a-large number

of civilian casualties with
serious injuries in case. of

marooned city. The delivery

of even the few l?tters
people get from friends
and relatives from outside

the Northern Province and
from foreign countries is
deliberately delayed  for
several months under the

pretext of scrutiny by the
military authorities contrary

to international law and

practice. It is now more
than three months since the

people in the Peninsula re-

ceived letters by post from
Colombo and abroad. By

the time the letters reach
their destination the con-
tents of the letters had long
lost their meaning and
purpose. This is clearly

an infringement of a funda-
mental human right. What

is more heinous is that the
telephone facility given to

the Government Agent is
often made inoperative or

cut under various pretexts.
The Government  Agent’s
telephone has not been in
operation since the commen-

cement of Operation Leap
Forward. This effectively
prevents the  Government
Agent from passing urgent
messages to the Government
with regard to the actual
situation previcling here.
It is our considered cpinion

that the Government Agent
being the top ofticer of the

Government here, should be
able to communicate with

the relevant authorities direct

TS AR T N

without having to go through
the military in Palaly for
effective - discharge of his
functions .

4  Refusal / delay in
granting permission for
transport of teachiug

materials and equipment :

Permission has not been
granted for several months
now to transport teaching
materials andequipment from

Colombo to Educational
Institutions in the North,

particulaily to the Jaffna
University causing immense

hardship tc the students.
We appeal to your Ex-
cellency io direct the au-

thorities concerned to grant

the necessary permission
and clearance to transport

urgently needed teaching
materials and equipment.

5. Arrest and disappea-
rance of Tamils:
Indiscriminate arrests and
disappearances of Tamils
particularly youth in Colo-
mbo and other areas are
causing immense concern to
us. It is true that all Tam-
ils were hated and looked
upon as potential Tigers and
subjected to such inhuman
treatment even under the
previous regimes. What agi- -
tates us today is ‘that it
has assumed alarming pro--
portions under your Excell-

ency’s administration. The
recent chilling news of vitaj
human organs like eyes and
kidneys being removed bef-
ore the bodies of those
tortured and killed are
thrown into the river mak-
es grucsome reading in a
Buddhist country. What is
most. painful is that the
Government does not appear
to have taken any effective
action to trace the beastly
men and bring them to
justice. If steps are not
taken to stop these inhuman
acts immediately the already
strained relations between

the two communities will
be further exacerbated, pre-

venting a move towards a
political settlement of the
ethnic problem .

We are dismayed and
concerned about the news
emanating from Colombo
that the Government while
proposing to rzlease a poli=
tical package for the solut-
ion of the ethnic problem
is at the same time mobi-

lizing the country for a total
war purportedly to silence
or weaken the Tigers. If
past experience is any clue,
the Government will in
reality be waging a total
war against the Tamil peo-
ple. Death, destruction and

(Continued on Page 8)
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THE STRATEGY OF DIVIDE AND DESTROY

President = Kumaratunga,
after much political preva-
rication, has placed her
cards on the ‘table and reve-
aled her hand. Her approach
to the national conflict in
the island is unequivocal .
It is, in short, the military
option. Her attitude and
approach to the LTTE pre-
clude other options.

When it was announced
that President Kumaratunga
was to address the people
of ‘Sri Lanka on the 3rd of
July revealing her programme
and proposals to resolve the
national conflict, the people
of the Northeast entertained
a hope that she would rise
up to the occasion and reveal
qualities of statesmzanship
by announcing radical mea-
sures to bring the war toa
halt, calling for the resump-
tion of a dialogue with the
LTTE and present a compre-
hensive political framework
that demonstrated a genuine
attempt to satisfy the poli-

tical  aspirations of the
Tamils. But these lingering

hopes and expectations were
dashed and a sense of disil-
lusionment gripped  the
Tamils when the President
declared her strategy of war
against the LTTE under the

cover of a set of political

proposals, ' the significance
of “which Ilost
ing by the Government’s
announcement that it was
determined and committed
to the continuation of the
war. The President’s appro-
ach to the national conflict
has turned out to be a recipe

for war and counter-resis-
tance.

The most contentious and
surprising issue inthe Presi-
dential address is her pro.
jection of the Tamil popul,.
tion as a dichotonomoyg
people. In her perception
the Tamil people constitute
a social entity to bpe
approached in one way while
the LTTE is to be dealt with

differently. Bearing in mind
this nebulous political bifur-

cation amongst the people
in the Northeast, the Presi-
dent has deemed it both
necessary and feasible to
implement a dual approach
to the conflict. She has
specifically stated that the
political programme formu-
lated by her group of advi-
sors was addressed to the
Tamil people only. She quite
forthrightly and unrepentan-

tly argues that her military
forces are determined to

prosecute the military option
as a solution for the LTTE
until such time that they
are. defeated, weakened or
surrender.

It is obvious
Sri Lanka

to astute
watchers that

its mean-

Mirs . Kumara:tunga’s well
defined dual approach to the
national conflict is funda-
mentally flawed and liable
to failure. Her attempt to
politically marginalise the
LTTE reveals a rather inept
reading of recent history,
denies the history of the
Tamil struggle and indicates
an astounding misreading
of the socio-political reality
in the mnortheast.

To begin with the dual
approach being adopted by
the government to the natio-
nal conflict has been tried
and tested and proved to be
a catastrophic failure. The
Indian intervention of 1987
under the pretext of a
peace-keeping exercise, slowly
unfolded to reveal the dual
approach similar to that of
President Kumaratunga’s.
Based on a distinction bet-
ween the LTTE and the
people, the Indian army
waged war and tried to

militarily annihilate the LTTE
other hand,

while, on the

attempting to impose an
unpopular ‘political  solution
on a resistant, hostile popu-

lation. ~ The outcome is
history. The Indians failed
miserably to achieve both
their objectives and the fourth
largest army of the world’s
biggest democracy was evic-
ted from the island. One
of the basic reasons for
the failure of the Indian
strategy was the conception
that the political aspirations
of the Tamil population
and the LTTE were separa-
ble. If Mrs Kumaratunga
clings on to this flawed pre-
mise she too runs the risk
of failure and her attempts
to resolve this conflict will
end up inthe dustbin of
history as a prime example
of gross miscalculation and
political misreading of the

relationship  between  the
LTTE and the people.
As the Indians realised

and Mrs Kumaratunga will
undoubtedly do so with the
passage of time, the opinion
and political analysis of
decadent Tamil groups loung-
ing around in Colombo and
the advice of defunct Tamil
politicians who have lost
their political base will prove
to be politically vacuous.
Without the support, parti-
cipation or.co - operation of
the LTTE in any political
dialogue concerning propo-
sals for a rasolution to this
conflicte programmes and
solutions can exist in words
only. The people of the
Northeast have extended
their political, financial and

~and

moral support to the LTTE
for two decades and the
probability of the people
abandoning them now, when
30,000 Sri Lankan troops
are poised for military ope-
rations in the Jaffna Penin-
sula, is a fantasy. of the
alienated jntellectuals in the
South. The LTTE’s armed
struggle is not an abstract
resistance campaign by a
group of socially divorced
or frustrated young people,
but rather, is inextricably
intertwined with the politi-
cal and secio - economic life
of the population. The
emergence of armed struggle
by the LTTE, two decades
ago, is the historical pro-
duct of national oppression
and the failure of non -
violent struggles and parlia-
mentary agitation to redress
the genuine grievances of
the people. The LTTE resi-
stance campaign has been
characterised by a history
of constant expansion of
popular support amongst the

Tamil masses emerging today

as a national liberation
movement. While the TULF
other Tamil groups
abandoned the Tamil peeple
and  betrayed ' the Tamil
cause, the LTTE has
lived and breathed, faced
and fought the phenomenal
trials and tribulations entai-
led in any struggle for
freedom. As the struggle
deepens and consolidates, a
desperate Sri Lanka state
draws on all its resources
in a frenzied effort to snuff
out the flames of freedom.
Nevertheless, the LTTE cad-
reship has, indisputably,
made incredible sacrifices
during the prime of thuir
lives, to preserve their home-
land, restore the dignity of
the nation and to break the
bonds of national oppression.

Tamil voices in the south
would lead many to believe
that the LTTE is an unpo-
pular organisation, tyrannis-
ing the people and a mili-
tary structure divorced from
social relationship with the
people. But visitors to Jaffna
cannot deny the deeply
entrencheg relationship bet-
ween the LTTE and the
people. All the elements of
a State are set in place.
The Judiciary system, econo-
mic structures, civil admi-

nistration, immigration
department, social welfare
organisations, refugee and

rehabilitation organisations.

women’s centres, village
development schemes  are
structures managed by the

civil populati®n that reach
in ome way or other, into

every home in the north in
particular. This  massive
national liberation structure
is financially sustained by
the people. The national
defence fund is a classic
example of people’s contri-
butions to the LTTE for
the purpose of resisting the
army and preventing the
military occupation of the
homeland. Similarly, there is
probably not one family
who is not, in one way or
other, related to an LTTE
cadre. In this context the
government’s attempt to
draw a distinction between
the LTTE and the people
is not only laughable but
untenable. Whether ths Presi-
dent, her government, Sin-
hala intellectuals, journalists
and the people themselves
like it or not the LTTE has
earned, emerged-and is accep-
ted as the legitimate repre-
sentative’ of the Tamil
people in the Northeast and
without their political parti-
cipation, any programme
put forward by the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka is doomed
to failure. In this context,
all military operations by the
State forces against the LTTE
are tantamount to waging
war against the people.
Apart from striking at the
LTTE fighting force the
military operations uproot
the people, kill and maim
civilians, destroy their pro-
perty and wusurp their land.
The military option proposed
for the LTTE by the govern-
ment is inescapably a war
against the people also.

The tremendous intellectual
and political effort being
made by Mrs. Kumaratunga,
her government and advisors
to deny the LTTE their
rightful place as represen-
tatives of the Temil people
is a regressive strategy and
a major blow to both the
Indian and Sri Lankan
governments’ credibility. The
Indian government implicitly
recognised the LTTE as the
representa‘ives of the people
when it offered a temporary
administrative structure under
the control of the LTTE
as part of the Indo - Sri
Lanka Accord. Mr. J.R.
Jayawardena’s concurrence
in such an arrangement is
tantamount' to recognition
of the LTTE. Mr. Prema-
dasa in 1988 unofficially
acknowledged the crucial
role of the LTTE in any
major decision® making
process when he negotiated
with LTTE representatives
and worked with them to
send the Indian army out
of the Island. Mrs Kumara-
tunga‘s government’s dia-
logue with the LTTE can
be seen inno other way
but an acknowledgement

of the centrality of the
LTTE. Her setting out of
a specific approach to the
LTTE, albeit itisa military
solution, is a backhanded
recognition that the LTTE
is the kingpin to the resolu-
tion of the national conflict,

Undoubtedly, the President
has two central intentions
in her mind by advancing
her dual approach to this
thorny conflict. At the
local level, the President, by
proposing a political pro-
gramme to the Tamil people,
aims at creating  a schism
between the LTTE and
their political base. In the
highly unlikely event of
such a happening the LTTE
would be politically mar-
ginalised as non-representa-
tive of the aspirations of
the Tamil people. In such
a hypothetical situation, any
action, particularly military
action could easily be justi-
fied by the President and
her government as necessary
steps in the process of
restoring peace. Inextricably
linked to the above thinking
is the second concern upper-
most in the mind of the
President - By presenting a
devolution package to the
people the President aims to
present. . herself = to the
world as a leader génuinely
interested in peace and pre-
pared to offer controversial
concessions to the aggrieved
Tamils in an effort to
settle this national conflict,
while she in fact is able
to carry on her intended
objective of winning the
war and militarily bringing
the northeast under the
control of the state. That
the President is attempting
to legitimise the military
option is evident by her
total rejection and exclu-
sion of the LTTE from any
future political dialogue.

There seems little doubt
that the Tamil poltical
groups in Colombo will ex-

tend their support to the
Government regarding the
proposed programme ~ for

solving this major national
issue. Having abandoned
long ago, their initial poli-
tical objective of fighting
for' a separate state for the
Tamil people, collaborating
with the government has
become their main road to
power. They too were not
only consulted but have
been active participants in
helping ithe President shape
and decide on the dual
approach to the problem.
The guarantee of military
victory by the state forces
and the prospect of power
in the Northeast is a mouth-
watering  temptation to

(Continued on Page 7)
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ON THE LEADERSHIP OF THE TAMILS

After a long history of
Tamil "attemipts, marked by
suffering and deaths at the
hands of Sinhala thugs and
Soldiers, and after so many
agreements and pacts were

unilaterally torn" by ° the
Sinbala Governments, after
a series of deceptions and

broken promises, the Tamils
have at last helped emerge
a form of leadership that
the Sinhala Majority and
its Government are finding
difficult to deal with, if
not buy / win over.. Until
recently the Sinhala Gover-
nments either bought over
the Tamil leadership with
some ministerial privileges,
broken pacts and unfulfilled
promises or kept them wat-
ering in their mouth and
clinging to their fest with
a promise of sharing power
in the future. But the pre-
sent LTTE leadership, besi-
des being an: _invincible
military threat to the Sri-
Lankan Army, has proved
by its conmsistency of dem-
ands,. its commitment . to
the Tamil cause.and its dete—
rmination to herorc self -
sacrifices that they are. the
true  protectors and leaders
of the Tamil people living
in the North and East.

Ihxymrsunderstandmg or
‘non - understandmg of the
Tamil problem and the non-
acceptance ' ‘of the LTTE
leadership haveled the very
Chandrika who came to po-
wer with the promlse of a
peaceful  solution” to ‘the
Tamil problem ‘to deciaré
a full - scale war under the
guise of a mysterious form-
ula ‘*War for Peace’”. Aiid
thrs “Peacethrough war” has
to take over the Jaffna
Peninsula  and the LTTE
leadership with all the death
and destrucuon 1t entanls

The Government is bend-
ing backwards not omly to
justify ‘this war against the
Tamils in order to quench
their thirst” for ‘a war - vic-
fory. Slogans like ~ ¢ ‘Let’s
have a war as a way to
Peace’’, “‘Let’s liberate the
Tamils of Jaffna from
the terrorist activities of
the LITE*’, ‘‘We wan-
ted Peace, but the LTTE
asked for war’’ “*War
against the LTTE and not
against the Tamlls’ * - cannot
hide for long ‘the" true gen.
ocidal massacre thai is unl-
éashed by the Army in the
North "nor the : shameful
defeats they suffered from
the Tlgers. :

*“An- almost adamant - and
prolonged “refusal ‘on the
pirt of ‘the' Sinh’ala 'm'ajor-

ninents; to. accept; .the true

situation about the Tamils
in the North and East and
its contemptuous disregard
for the LTIE Ileadership of
the Tamils, have Tresulted
in its desperate option for
this massive war and a
shameful defeat already in
its ‘initial phase by the
LTTE s *‘Leap of the Tiger*’
operatlon '

After having ignored the
voice of the Tamils for
almost forty years, now
the majority are so excited,
angered * and  affected by
certain setbacks in their war,
that " they only think of

first winning the war at

all costs. They have been
told repeatedly by their
leaders like President Prema-
dasa that there is no victor
in this war. Yet they do
not care or count the loss
of life and property to the
thousands who are going to
be victims in the war.
They only want a war-vict-
ory to quench their thirst
for power.

" Largely mfluenced by the
Tamils and Tamil groups
in Colombo, the governme-

nt still thinks and goes
ahead with the idea that
a, meaningful negotlatxon

could be held with the Tamils
by side - trackmg or even
extermmatmg the LTIE.
Mdny of . lhe Tamlls and
the Tamil groups living in
the South or those who
have settled in other coun-
tries may have their own
grievances against the LTTE
or ‘may support the LTTE.
They are free to make ‘a
choice © about the future.
But " they camnot decide for
thc Tamils still surviving in
the North and East. It is
ouly those who have chosen
to live in the North and
East who have the right
to decide about the future
of the:r homeland .

The non - aeceptance of
the leadership of the LTTE is
bound up with a' number
of other misconceptions and
miscalculations of the Tamil
situation. We could’ briefly
aiticulate a few basw ones .

Very of ten the' Govem-
ment talks of negotiations
only from a position of
strength. At other times it
speaks as if they were the
only legitimate leaders and
others _are. all invalid. and
immoral: people. With . such
attitudes .of self righteousn~
ess, ;N0 ; genuine .peace . neg-
otiatiens .could be held.: At
least - during the negotiations
a certain equality of.' part-
ners to the taitks: must: . be
maintained: Assertions: of
suyperioritys. : self:- righteous>

ness against the other will

not help ..

Again from time to time,
even at this late stage of
the Tamil struggle, doubts
and - questions are being
raised from various people
in the South abowt the lead-
ership of the Tamils in the
North and East. These que—
stions come mainly from
two (quarters. There are
people enslaved in their
own pro - western and col-
onial ways of thinking about
democracy and its leader-
ship and have no conside-
rations for the historical
developments in recent dec-
ades in our own context.
They gauge everything thro-
ugh their set categories of
thought and pass judgements
from their homeground abo-
ut events and realities which
they have not experienced.
They have contact neither
with the death and destru-
ction that have ravaged the
North and East nor with
the recent historical deve-
lopment in the form of
government and leadership
that has emerged in the
North and East.

‘Besides, the brand of
democrgcy and the demo-
Cratic —«élections .+ held* in

recent years are best known
to the Tamils. The so
called democratically elec-
ted Tamil leaders based
in Colombo came through
the backdoor of democracy.
With only a handful of
citizens living still  in the

*
uncomfortable war-zones of
the Tamils into safer and
more comfortable residences
and became supportive of
the Government, even to the
extent of betraying the
struggle. They still claim to
be leaders of the Tamils of
North and East and questi-
on the leadership of Mr.
Prabaharan. They have man-
aged to enter the Parlia-
ment through the backdoor
gaining only a handful of
votes from the army occupied
territories and now claim to
speak for the Tamils!

It is true that the LTITE
was born as a consequence
of and counter to prolonged

state-terrorism of the fifties
and sixties. Any sensible
visitor to the North and
East will readily agree that
it has grown to be a full-
fledged liberation movement

with its own wings ' for
military and civil adminis-
tration.

These denials and claims
about the actual leadership
of the Tamils atthis stage
are only attempts made by

[ sSraTuamasa i

army - occupied areas, these
so - called  leaders procured
by the backdoor thousands
of ‘police-votes which brou-
ght them to power!

The Tamil population
which has witnessed the
elections held by the IPKF
as: well as that held by
the .Sri Lankan Army kno-
ws; t0o. well what brand of
democracy - brought these
political mercenaries or cool-
ies to power. '

. There are also self-seeking
Tamils living in the south
with no contact with the
North and East for the last
few decades and who want
to discredit any: successful
leadership other: than . their
own . subservient - leadership
vis a; vis the Government.
They.are made to feel lea-
ders by: the: Government. and
for_ the Government.

. There are also some groups
who initially - were -part - of
the :struggle, “dut in . - recént
years 'moved.. ouf” of -the

self-seeking politicians who
do not want to accept the
reality of the Tamil situa-
tion. They continue to project
their own picture and go
on with their wishful thin-
king but never close to the
reaiity.

The art of governing has
not been a privilege of the
university dons. In fact such
men have made blunders in
history. In our own history
and in the long experience
of their struggle, the Tamils
have learnt that many quali-
fied elitists have also - betra-
yed the Tamil cause for
their personal politics and
career .

Hence the present genera-
tion of Tamil - youth have
taken up the leadership and
they are promising. Let no
judgement - be®*made as to
their ability and competence
at governance. We welcome
the so called educated arm-
chair critics of the -south,
to lower ‘their - newspapers

and look into the present
governance of the North
and East. The infrastructure
for a separate state has
been laid.

The Tamil leadership went
through various forms in its
long struggle for freedom.
The post-colonial leadership
fostered by the British period
of education and parliamen-
tary system consisted of
highly qualified and interna-
tionally recognized university
dons mostly based in
Colombo and representing
the Tamils of North and
East. The least qualified of
those could only be a lawyer.

By their eloquence they
expressed and argued for
the rights of the Tamils,

but they were either heckled
down to their seats or were

bought ever to the govern-
ment side by offering some
ministerial posts.

Very often in our human
relationships, we unconscio-
usly want the other to bea
replica of ourselves, our views
our attitudes etc. We are rel-
uctant to accept the other in
shis or her ‘“otherness’®. We

try to change the other to
be like us or we fight
lagainst the other, and fail-

.ing_in that . even.attempt.40-

destroy . the other. The
Sinhala majority = of - thie
country have tried to buy
over the Tamils and their
leaders. They have tried to

assimilate them or subor-
dinate them to the one

Sinhala Nation. And failing
this, as a last resort as
evident to most of us living
in the North and East in
recent times, they are trying
to destroy the Tamils of the
North and East and their
leaders.

Thus there is a fundamental
problem: for the Sinhala
majority of accepting the
Tamils and their leaders as
they are. They want to think
of themselves as the original

inhabitants of ~ Sri Lanka and
the Tamils as the °‘later

invaders or settlers’’ and
‘‘one ethnic group among
the many minorities’* of
the land. Hence they speak
of tolerance of the minori-
ties and the minorities living
on this land by concessions

and favours of the majority.
Such a dream and langu-

age have been promoted by
self-seeking politicians = and
narrow — minded Buddhist
clergy - »

The larger question is not
how to liberate the Tamils
from the LT (E but how to
liberate the ma jority Sinha-
lese from the dream world
of the politician *~ and. the
Buddmst monk:- o
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Conlroversy

Over Church Massacre:

Government’s Credibitily at Stake

Although a month has
lapsed since the massacre of
120 Tam civilians took
place in the precincts of
St. Peter’s Church, Navaly,
controversy continues to
plague the incident. Despite
indisputable evidence provid-
ed by hundreds of eye wit-
nesses and survivors of the
carnage confirming the aeriaj
attack and authentic reports
submitte d by eminent persons
like the Bishop of Jaffna,
the Government Agent and
the ICRC  delegate, the
Government of Chandrika
Kumaratunga persists in its

efforts to

cover — up the
incident. What has_shocked
the Tamil people is that--the
President herself has taken
up the crusade to deny the

heinous massacre to protect
Sri Lanka’s image and to
justi'y herposition that the
war is not against the Tamil
civilians.

At a recent press confe-
rence in Colombo, President
Kumaratunga, when quest-
ioned on the events surroun-
ding the massacre, made
every effort to cover - up
the incident. Ignoring the
killings and maimings of the
civilians, the President att-
empted to shift the main
focus of the story on to the

issue of whether or not the
Church structure has been
damaged. Implicitly denying
that the Bishop of Jaffna
had informed her of the
scale of the tragedy as
early as the 10th July,
the President commented
that she was waiting
for confirmation of the
events from him before she
made any further comments
to the public. However, that
the President had been fully
informed that civilians had
been the victims of aerial
bombardment is evident in
the Bishop’s letter to the
President on 10th July. We
publish below the Bishop’s
letter to the President.

*“Your Excellency,

Please allow me to bring
the following sad incident

to your kind attention. I
very much regret to report
to you the tragic Kkillings
of innocent civilian refugees
who had gathered at the
above Church on the inst-
ruction of your Defence
Ministry. A ‘Pukkara’ Air
Craft had dropped a cluster
of many bombs on this
crowd of refugees who had
taken shelter in the church
resulting in the death of
over 65 civilians including
women and children and
over 150 were seriously injured
sustaining the loss of limbs.
Besides many were rendered
homeless as many houses
were razed to the ground and
others  heavily  damaged,
including our church and
priest’s house. All the peo-
ple in this village have fled
to safer areas as refugees.

Therefore we very ear-
nestly appeal to Your
Excellency to kindly instruct
your forces to desist from
bombing, strafing, artillery
rocket attacks on civilian
targets like Kovils, Chur-

ches, Schools and Hospitals.’

Copies of this letter were
sent to H. E. Most Rey,
Oswaldo Padila, Apostolic
Pro Nuncio in Colombo,
His Lorship Rt.Rev.Dr.Vian-
ney Fernando, President
Sri Lankan Broadcasting
Corporation, Colombo.

In the meantime, on July
11th 1995, ICRC headqu-
arters in Geneva issued a
statement confirming the
massacre. The statement
said that the Sri Lankan
armed forces launched a
large scale military offensive

involving intensive artillery
shelling and airstrikes which
forced tens of thousands of
civilians to leave the area.
Confirming the airstrike at
Navaly Church premises,
the ICRC statement said
that 65 civilians were killed
on the spot and 150
wounded including women
and children. ‘*That evening
and into the night Sri Lanka
Red Cross staff evacuated
most of the wounded by

ambulance to the Jaffna
Teaching Hospital. Dele-
gates of the International

Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) present the next
morning  at Ehe scene of
the attack noted the wide-
spread dafmage and measured
the extent of the tragedy.
Many of the bodies had
not yet been removed from
the rubble’’, the ICRC

statement said. The ICRC

expressed its deep concern
over the, massacre  and
called upon the parties

involved to ‘respect civilian

lives, property and places
of refuge’.
It is well known how

the Kumaratunga Governm-
ent responded to the ICRC's
statement. The Foreign Mi-
nister Mr. Kadirgamar went
to the extent of calling the
chief ICRC  delegate in

Colombo to reprimand him
for bringing the incident
to light without consulting
and confirming the incident
from Government sources.

For the past month the
President’s response to ques-
tions concerning this mass-
acre have been evasive and
full of duplicity. Her imm-
ediate response to the Cath-
olic Church’s notification

ol the Kkillings, was to
order an inquiry. However,
realising the implications

the massacre would have on

her international image as
a péace - maker waging 'war
against the LTTE and not
the Tamil people, she has
quickly changed her strategy
from one of denial of the
incident, to underplaying
the importance of the trag-
edy to an effort to shift
the blame to the LTIE.
The President and her Mini-
sters made coafusing stat-
ements. One State Minister
had claimed that it was the
LTTE aircraft that bombed
the Tamil civilians. Some
others have argued that
artillery fire was responsibile
for the deaths. On other
occasions the President and

her Ministers questioned the
reliability and integrity of
sources reporting the incid-
ent. Lately the emphasis has
been on the damage to the
structure of the Church. On
the 4th August, the President,
addressing a press confere-
nce, said that the Navaly
church was intact and

she was awaiting a message
from the 8ishop of Jaffna.
Surprised by the President’s
statement, the Bishop of
Jaffna Rt. Rev. Thomas
Soundranayagam responded
with the following letter on
the 7th August 1995.

‘“Your Excellency,

I am writing to Your
Excellency regarding a news
item which appeared in
Daily News of 05.08.95
about the aerial bombing
incident on the 9th of July

1995 in the Church premises
at Navaly. Your Excellency
had said that you were
awaiting a fax message from
me on the above incident.
On the 10th of July itself
I wrote a letter and on the
11th 1 had requested the
UNHCR office to transmit
it to you. I am surprised
that it had not reached
your office up to now. In

the meantime I had sent
also a copy of it to the
Papal Representative in Srj
Lanka and to the President
of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Sri Lanka.
This letter also was released
in the Colombo Press. I
had written this letter after
ascertaining the facts from
the = Parish- Priest. Our
immediate concern was the
killing of the people who
had taken refuge in the
Church and its premises.
I had mentioned that the
Church and Priest’s House
were also damaged owing
to the blast of the cluster
of -bombs rteleased from the

Pukkara air craft on the
9th of July at about 4.45

p m. Subsequently I myself
visited the site of the incident
and I found the roof of the
church damaged, all the

doors and windows wrenched
from the frames and strewn
about, and the floor was

littered with broken glass
pieces. I also found blood
stains on the floor and blood
stained clothes still lying
about. By this time the

death count had risen to
117 and so also the number

of injured persons. I am

enclosing a copy of the
original letter addressed to

you on the 10th of July,
just after the incident.

The war in the peninsula
is still continuing and the
innocent civilians are living
in fear because of the aerial

bombings and artillery shel-
lings. This is a futile battle
and it will only increase the
death of innocent civilians

and help to alienate the
people from the government.

Hence I am appealing to
you not to have resort to
military solution and to

resume the peace-negotiation
once again. While apprecia-

ting your efforts at solving
the Ethnic problem, we
appeal to you to stop the war
which could give us ths
opportunity to reflect and
discuss your peace proposal.
We assure you of our co-

operation in ‘your efforts to
find a lasting solution = to
our problem. May God
bless you. *’

The Bishop’s letter is "a
statement of truth which
iliustrates the reality of the
incident. Furthermore, the
Government Agentot Jaffna,
the Jaffna Citizens Comm-
ittee, the Jaffna University
Teacher’s Association and
several organisations have
written to the President
confirming the massacre of
innocent civilians at Navaly.
If the President is- -not
convinced by this mass of

corroborative evidsance and
continues to deny the inci-

dent and refuses to accept
the truth, then her perso-
nal integrity as well as her

commitment to ethnic peace
become questionable.

The Strategy of...

(Continuation from Page 5)

these groups. But the
people of the Northeast are
far too experienced with
the double talk of Sinhala
politicians and the Tamil
groups to be captivated by
the President’s address. The
articulation of a political
programme while prosecuting
a war, the exclusion from
political discourse of the
only organisation in the
Northeast struggling for the
survival of the Tamil people
as a nation, the popular
masses  are well aware,
cannot be counstrued, by any
stretch of the imagination
as a genuine effort to
solve this national conflict
or to usher peace. On the

contrary, the  Presideat’s
confident articulation of her
plans appears more as an
a tempt to rationalise and
legitimise an all- out mili~
tary effort to wipe out,

once and for - all, the
national liberation = struggle
of the Tamil people.

Should such an eventuality
arise, it is well known, there
would be no further
compulsions on the part of
any Sri Lankan government
to offer any political propo-
sals at all. Tne island would
remain a unitary Sinhala
Buddhist country and the
President’s strategy would
then satisfy the Sinhala
south completely. The Tamil
people are fully aware of
this dangerous prospect. That
is why they are solidly
behind the LTTE.
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Mass Anti- Govt: Demo in Jaffna:

e

Protest Against War and Embargo

Thousands of peop'e staged
a mass demonstration in
Jaffna on the Yth ugust
protesting agamnst the con-
tinuing military  airocities
by the State’s forces and

" tightening up of the econo-

mic embargo in the North.
The mass rally was organi-
sed by the Confederation
of People’s Organisation
of the Jatfna District in
which members of the

Government and noa-Govern-
ment organisations, Co-Ope-

A section of demonstrators protesting

L

ratives, corporations, trade
unions, voluntary social
services organisations, far-
mer’s associstions, teaching

associations and several
other organisations partici-
pated.  Raising slogans

against the policies of the
government, the demonstra-
tors marched through the
main streets and finally
reached the Government’s
Secretariat, where a memod-
randum was
the Additional Government

submitied to

Agent, Mrs Thilaganayagam
Paul to be seat to the
President.

The memorandum entitled
«Travails of the People of
Jaffna® states that the pro-
longed war has brought
untold misery, suffering
and frustration to the people
and calls upon the Govern-

ment  to put an end to
the genocidal war.

The imposition of the
ecoaomic embargo on

19.4.1995 was an act of
grave injustice to the people,
the memo said. *‘Your
Government’s decision to
ban the supply of all inor-
ganic fertilizers to the Jaffna
Peninsula will virtually halt
all agricultural production
thereby depriving the people
of much needed food supplies
adding to the trials and
tribulations of those who
are already beset by war’’,
it further stated.

The memorandum calls upon
the Government to:

1. Stop forthwith all mili-
tary operations which are
designed to decimate the
Tamils through genocide.

2. Lift forthwith the ban
on agricultural inputs which
are needed to make a people
self - sufficient in food.

3. Lift  forthwith the
economic embargo, and take
constructive measures imme-
diately to send essential
food items to the Jaffna
District by ship and by land.

against the military atrocities and the Government imposed economic embarzo

“Tigers are not Aliens from Another World |
but are Children of the Tamil People”

— Fr. Emmanuel

«The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam are
not aliens arrived from a different planet. They
are the chil ren of the Tamil people, the sons
and daughters of the Tamil soil. They cannot be
isolated and seperated from the Tamil masses’”’,

said Rev. Fr S J. Emmanuel,
in an interview to the BBC last

Jaffna Diocese
week.

Answering a question on the
prposed packa e of devolu-
tion Fr. Emmanuel said
that these proposals are
b ing discussed and consul-
ted with those who are
living outside the Northeast.
«*If those proposals for
devolution are addressed to
the Northeast region, then
the people of the Northeast

have to be consulted’’, he
said .
““So far the proposals

announced by the Govern-
ment of Kumaratunga are
not submitted for the consi-

Vicar General of

deration of the people of
the Northeast. They are being
discussed and debated out-
side the Northeast. This makes
one wonder whether these
proposals are worked out
for the resolution of the
Tamil problem. If this
package® of devolution is
intended to settle the Tamil
question, then it has to be
submitted to the LTTE’’,
Fr. Emmanuel pointed out.

«It is those who are
not avare of the intimite
relations between the LITE
and the Tamil people who
claim that the Tigers and the

people are separate. The
Tigers are not aliens arrived
from a different planet.
They are the children of
the Tamil people, the sons
and daughters of the Tamil

soil. They are fighting for
the rights of their people.
Their struggle is not to
deprive the rights of any
other community’’, Fr. Em-
manuel explained. Fr. Em-

manuel further - said that
peace and normalcy will be
restored once the armed
forces withdraw from the
Northeast .

This is a War...

(Continuation from Page 4)

suffering will be immense
and unbearable. Such action
will only help <o harden
the feelings of the people
and destroy the atmosphere
for any peaceful settlement
of the ethnic problem.

We therefore appeal to
your Excellency to carry the
people towards peace avoi-
ding further spilling of
blood by hundreds of
thousands of innocent people.
We request you in particular
to -

i. order a stoppage of all

aerial bombing and

B

mortar and artillery
shelling of civiiian areas;

ii. 1lift the embargo on the

transport of all non-mili-
tary items to the North

and allow a regular
supply of food, medical
and educational items
and fuel and fertilizer to
the North unhindered by
the dictates of military

and civilian officials in

Colombo and at check
points at Vavuniya;
o~

iii. provide adequate com-
pensation to the families

whose members lost
their life, limbs or
property  during the

recent  military opera-
tion;

jv. stop further militariza-
tion of the ethnic con-
flict and create an
‘atmosphere of peace;

v. restore communication
to the North and allow
unhindered and regular
delivery of mails;

vi take action to  stop
indiscriminate arrests of
Tamils in the South and
set up a Committee of
Inquiry into the disappe-
arance of young Tamils
in the South with a view
to bringing the culprits
to book and stopping
further disappearances.

Pubiishers; INSIDE REPORT

144, Aruchchuna Street, Jaffnh.
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