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Murugesu's home. The cowpo-
und is wet with drizzle.He
comes out to compound with
prass handpot of water,looks
up at sky and 2ays sotto

voce, wolEs!
» Qapdands Ghs wap arad oG ot dMé  ad
untssdsnd Qodds. abLned udtudasie
Kangamg his wirsh volce snad sdul QUISTE.RCETOL srguceL
18 heard froa kitchen., gapdassnd Cadwd.

She 1s preparing hoppers
at fire-side.

» su&d]
Murugesu washes face, places s LCsaad-Cand seunei
handpot on verandhh, goes Q40sphcamy e ap L 14
into room,faces Lord Murue
gan's portsait and daha
holy ash on forehead, .
WoECEE.

WO&T

*
Yogam the elder daughter
418 soen sweeping compound
with palp-rib broom,Kanagam's
voloe 18 heard. Yogam atop
sweeping, takes coffee to saad?
somu the brother,asleep on . _
chair with books spread Qunsd., Spg siierd Sdla - padle o
on bable, she puts out the waw agidsd Camidmwd Gbhoees
burning lamp,looks tenderly .
at hin? n,g. coffee on fad swvwd alCE? &wad..s0adbd, .
table and returns to kitche n
without p\.xt.f.ins him up.

Xamalam the younger daugh- Swadd

ter while washing face near
well divided by common boun- wsb sgqod - wnpd gdomi

dary exclaims.
»

Murugesu drinks coffee
and steps out into compound G CEs .

to goto field, sasd ... Gaddd GpICUTEE. .. 508G

wadddly wu tu-prd Gurpd.
ganagam calle out to hus-
bands Murugesu from kitchen
while arranging hoppers in
busket, Murugesu paces b2
back, cocllecte prawbasket sa&b.
and phootts rope and leaves. y m , Gsnueuyd Qsrde Curdsam -

snd 9is auless saLded coAselOie
whdpd.
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My dearest Bala,

It has been quite a long time since we have had contuct with
each other, but I do believe that neither time nor distance could ever
keep men of similar moulds apart from their mutual feelings for each
other.

With this fervent hope and feeling, I write this, dear Bala, to
introduce my favourite and beloved son Bascaran to you, and to seek
your benevolence to tutor him in the art and profession that you have
so well mastered and made us all really proud.

Please do consider that this young lad is in many ways a mini-
replica of what your goodself and I were when we were young at heart
and age - ebullient and full of enthusiasm for whatever we dreamt was
aesthetic in life. Though in different lands, surroundings and
backgrounds, we have lived through the beautiful sorrows or the
sorrowful beauties of a glorious artistic existence - on the brink of
which he is just stepping in. And so, he is a fresher.

Thoughts in my mind are fresh, as I hope they would be in yours,
of the early youthful days we spent together, day dreaming of uplifting
the standards of writing, of the arts, of the theatre, of the screen,
striving to create what one could call something ‘par-excellence’...
davs spent in pubs, print shops, rehearsal halls, theatres, ad-agency
arches, embassy minicules, libraries and midnight streets, discussing,
argueing andformulating themes andplots of unending consequences.

1 vividly remember the days of "Thenaruvi", of the days with
Lester James Pieris, of the days of "Matha Mattam” and the subsequent
short period you spent here after graduating from Poona. You were
so enthusiastic of the future of the film industry here. But even our
endeavour to make a start off with my "Thaniyatha Thaham" through
V.S.T. didn's bear fruit. Though after much hesitation, you were wise
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in making the right decision to cross over to India and you have made
it! Time has proved that this country was far too small for your artistic
talents.

| too have made a reasonable headway in my own sphere here,
stray information of which you might have heard from mutual friends.
My life pattern too has been in certain ways similar to yours. I have
also wndergone, as you have, the trials and tribulations of a life spent
gloriously in the aesthetic solitude of an artiste'in recluse as well as
in merry compaiy.

Iamdivorced butam married again, to Kamalini, who later par-
starred with me as heroine in the film 'Komaligal" based on my very
popular radio play, which incidentally was the only financially
successful Tamil film made in our country. Being a first class honours
graduate in mass communication, fine arts and Tamil, she has also
made quite aname for herselfas avery popular radioandT. V. artiste.
I have also acted in a couple of other films, one of which was a four
hour English film made by B.B.C. on the life and times of Lord
Mountbatten. The Latest was a Sinhala film "Athara Kathawa" which
starred my eldest son Thileepan as the hero, Bascaran as hi3 brother
and me as their father. This film has been greatly acclaimed, may be
forits theme which is based on the current problen of ethnic unity over
here.

Information on your achievements and activities reaches us
freely, whereas itis not so the other way round, and therefore I thought
of mentioning these, so that the gap in time between us may be bridged
10 some extent. So pardon me if I have bored you with these details,

Reverting back to my son, Bascaran is almost fanatically
adherent to the Arts. From his boyhood he has been on the stage,
acting, singing and dancing. He is well versed in our traditional folk
theatre, and has familiarised himself with the initial phases of Karnatic
Music and Baratha Natyam. He has been afrequent broadcaster over
the Radio and has also appeared in TV Commercials. He is an avid
reader and seldom misses a good film, and is an admirer of yours. In

(e

fact he has discreetly taken and preserved a snap shot from me, in
which you appear in a stage play in your youthful days. I could not
in any way bridle his insistence to be in the film field and therefore let
him seek his ambition, with my blessings.

He came over with the intention of joining the Film Institute but
has not been successful. I am sure you will agree that it would be
pathetic to let go his enthusiasm to waste. Therefore Bala, take him
under your wings as an under-study and make him as one of your
proud pupils. Financially he will not be a burden to you, I assure. Let
him learn the trade and again his own footing under your able
guidance. I beseech you to judge him on your own, advise and help
him if he is worthy of course, without causing any encumberance 1o
your goodself.

Please spare afew minutes to write to me when you have the tine.

Thank you so much in anticipation and very best wishes to you
and your beloved ones.

Yours fraternally,

P.S.

[ am sending a copy of "Thaniyatha Thaham" the very first film-
script published in book form in the Tamil Language itsclf, years
before even Jayakanthan's film-script saw the dawn of print. Your
opinion on my script, 1 shall welcome and cherish.
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