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SABAPATI- NAVALAR was one of the foremost
of a galaxy of Tamil geniuses that shone in Jaffna
nearly half a century ago. Jaffna was then pre-
eminently the land of Tamil and was looked up
to by the rest of the Tamil world. Besides Sabapati
Navalar, there were among others, Arumukha
Navalar, the great Samskrita and Tamil Scholar
Sankara Pandithar of Neerveli, the talenied poet
Sivasambu Pulavar of Udupitti, the Siddhanta
Scholar Nadaraja Aiyer of Inuvil, the Agamic
Scholar Sentilnatha Iyer, Vidvasiromani Ponnam
_bala Pillai, the Grammarian Sambantha Pulavar,
and the not well-known but really great Narasinga
Sastriar of Puloly, an ancestor of Siddhanta
Sarapam and Sathavadanam Katiraivel Pillai. Our
Navalar has left the mark of genius in every work
of his, especially in his great work Dravida
Prakasikai. :

The very idea of such a work spells originality.
A work of this kind had not existed in Tamil.
At first sight, this would appear to be an encyclo-
paedia of the standard works of the Tamil language
classified into Grammar, Literature and Philosophy,
of which Literature is subdivided into Saint's works,
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Sangam literature, the kavyas, the puranas, the
stshasas and miscellaneous literature. Each work is
given either an introduction or a summary and a
critical review. Looking more closely, one finds
the work to be an indispensable guide to the study
of Tamil, It discusses and illumines various conilict-
ing theories, setting its seal of approval on those
that stood the test. Extensive original commentaries
also are given for some passages, of which that on
the first stanza of Tirukural {ills over fifty pages.

In the chapter on the Tamil Language, the
author distinguishes letters from sounds, the former
as a product of Suddha Maya and the latter as
being caused in space- The difference corresponds
to that between the form of a body and the light
that helps the sensing of the form. It is also held
that letters can be produced only by rational
‘beings, and that other animals converse either by
gounds or by signs. Tamil is said to be divine as
it contains divine and inspired writings and as the
first Grammarian Agastyar got his knowledge of
.Grammar by the Grace of God. There is divinity
even in the written form of the leiters, the first
letter A, having in it the symbol of the Ambika
Shakti, which may be differentiated into Vamas,
Jyeshtai & Raudrs. Coming to the various interpre-
tations given to the words, Tamil and Thenmozhs,
all are rejected except the meaning “sweetness”
for the former and ** beautiful language” for the
latter.

The first work on grammar known to us is that
.of Sage Agastyar, who was a teacher of Tamil and
world-Guru of the Saiva religion. His grammar
spoke of Iyal Tamil, which was literature, of Isas-
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and of Natakam or the
science and art of acting and dancing. As the
Tamil Language is radically - different from
Samaskritam, the idea that Agastyar was indebted to-
some Samaskrita Grammarian is easily exploded.
But his work is practically lost.

Tamsl or Tamil music,

His disciple, Tholkappier, wrote a grammar
which has lived these thousands of years, and bids:
fair to remain for ever. He seems to have written
only on Iyal Tamil. But his chapter on Porul is a
rich mine of very valuable information. It treats of
the purushartas, duty, wealth, pleasure and bliss,
which one has to attain in one’s life. As the same
kind of life cannot suit different types of people,
this part of Tholkappiam is based on Geography-

This Geography does not speak of bays and
capes, or areas and boundaries, but is real
scientific Geography. It classifies lands into table.

“lands, forests, grasslands, deserts, ¥ and maritime

regions. It gives the fauna and flora of each kind
of land, the diet, occupation, worship, amusements,
music, and the degree of advancement of the
people of the land. In other words, it had reached
the latest advancement in the idea of Geography in
the wesf and Tholkappier anticipated several
thousands of years ago what the western scientist
has just attained- The Ego, the Me and the I, is
treated in one part of porul grammar called
Ahapporul which also portrays religious life, and
the Non-Ego including the various branches of
political and military sciences is treated in
Puraporul. The author of the Prakasikai devotes

#+ Deserts are dry tablelands and §parsely populated
regions.
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nearly fifty pages to this immortal book giving a
succint but clear and thought-provoking account of
it He also refers to Sivagnana Muniver's wide

commentary on the preface and the first sutram of
the book.

Coming to Ilakkyam, the author places the
twelve groups of religious literature before sangam
literature, as some of these were composed earlier
and they were sung by sanctified sages. The
. conversion of jackals into horses, which took place
in Manikkavachakar’s time, is mentioned by Appar-
But Manikkavachakar makes no reference to Appar.
or Sambandar, but speaks of Kannapar who is
praised by Sambandar himself. Again Nambiandar
Nambi says that a grand sangam was established by
the Pandian whose minister was Kulachirai Nayanar.
Even if this sangam was the last one, it is evident
that the time of Sambandar who was a friend of
Kulachirai Neyanar, was anterior to the disappeal-
ance of the third sangam, It, therefore, follows that
Manikkavachakar's time was much earlier than the
sangam period. But Sambandar’s Devaram is placed
before Thiruvackakam, not on account of its antiquity
but because of the superior personality. of the
author, who is an avathar of an Apara-Subrahmanya.*
The works of Appar and Bundarar, being also
Devaram, were placed immediately after Sambandar’s.
The authpr shows that Manikkavachakar's time-
must be very near the beginning of the present
yuga. It is noteworthy that the same conclusion has
been arrived at, from different data, by the Hon.

# An Apara-Subrahmanya is a soul that has
attained one of the forms of Pada Mukits of Subrah-
manya-
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Sir 'P. Ramanathan. If this view is accepted, the
Buddhist priest who conducted a controversy with
Manikkavachakar should be a follower of an earlier
Buddha. The author next proves that the works of
the saints are equivalent to the Vedas, inasmuch as
saints were illumined by the Arulshakths of God,
and their words were therefore as much the
.embodiment of 4rul as the Vedas themselves. But he
objects to the appellation ot Arulpa being given to
the sorigs of imperfect seers, and rightly holds it a
blasphemy to do so. While guoting Avvayar’s
famous Venpa which identifies the substance of
Arulpa with the Vedas, the interpretation he gives
to the term “Munimozhiyum” as ‘‘sung my Manikka-
vachakar” is different from the traditional view.
His chief reason for rejecting the meaning ‘Vedanta
Sutra’ is that the workis not so well-known as a
Saiva Lhastra to be denoted by a name compounded
of two words, each of which is a general name. The
.ground of the supporters of the view is that Kovat
‘and Tiruvachakam are easily identified without the
author’'s name.

The term Tiruchittambalam uttered at the begin-
ning and close of the Tamil Vedas is identified
with the Pranava and is shown to be very compre-
hensive. Chit is Gnana and Ambalam means Akasa-
So the term 1ieans the space of Gnana, which is the
Lotus of the Heart and which includes the thirty-six
iatvas and other products of Pranava- The soul
identitying itsell in its contemplation with Siva,
who resides in the Lotus, finally becomes Advasia
with Him or, in other words, atttains Mukts. The

“term Tiruchittambalam is thus identical with Pranava

but is more sthula and tangible in its form.



The author devotes considerable space to

Peria Puranam which he interprets as the Puranam-

of greatness (of saints). This work was intended to
replace Jivaka-Chintamani, the study of which
~would be waste of time, according to the sacred
dictum of Appar, * GQu@bupps sy rérd Guers srlerer
and Ypar srGar. " But the Puranam is far more than a
literary work, embodying the philosophy and prac.
tice of religion, devotional songs, varnashrama
dharma. and creeds of other religions. Chintamani
thus pales to insignificance before Periapuranam
as a glow-worm before the rays of the midday sun.

The author’s commentary on the first stanza of the-

Puranam is a model exposition showing the need
for scientific-thinking and extensive knowledge of
religious philosophy in tackling sacred songs of

this kind. Many commeniators come in for severe-

adverse criticism, the merit of which cannot be con.
sidered here.

The next important work reviewed by the

author is Tirukural, which forms a connecting link
between religious literature and sangam literature.
As this work is more ethical than philosophical, it
is readily accepted by all religionists, and happens
to be the most popular Tamil work in the west,
having been translated into many European
languages. The Jains and even Christians claim
Tiruvalluvar as their co-religionist. The Navalar’s
commentary on the first Kural, which covers fifty-
five pages, is a wonderful performance, containing

extensive quotations from the Vedas, the dgamas,.

and the Shastras, It is the whole Saiva religion in a
nutshell, educed from the tiny couplet by the

author’s massive genius, which has left a true:

impression on it.
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In the Sangam literature are included Pathu—
Pattu, Ettuthokai, and Pathinenkeel-Kanakku: The
so-called five Sanga Kavyas are rightly placed by
the author as post-sangam works. Chintamani was
written probably four or five centuries after the
dissolution of the last Sangam- Kandapuranam is
placed at the top of Puranic Literature, and here too
the author strikes an original note regarding the
.agglutination of the first pair of words in the Kappu
Whereas the traditional view is that Veerasozhium
is an authority for it (§spss-§srs), it is contended

“that the change is authorised by Tholkappier in

his Sutram of exceptions and that Buddha Mitranar,
whose claim for infallibility cannot be upheld, had
no right to make a rule against Tholkappier and
against the usage of the Sangam Literature and the
works of other great authors. The "only possible
justification for him could be the use by
Kachiyappar, who then must have preceded the
.author of Veerasozhium.

In Shastraic Literature are included eighteen
kinds of philosophy and science:-the Vedas, Vedic-
music, Vedic-rituals, Vedic-grammar, Vedic.
‘philosephy, Vedic-prosedy, Astronomy, the eighteen
Puranas, Logic, Natural and Religious philosophy,
Law, Medicine, Military science, Music and Politi.
cal Economy. Of the six Vedic Shastras which are
misnamed “the six systems of philosophy * Vasse.
shika is treated in TarkavParipadai of Sivaprakasa
Muniver, and Nyaya in Taruka Sangraham of Siva-
gnana Muniver. The Vedanta is expounded in many
Tamil works such as Kaivalyam of Thandavamurti

#* These are supplemntary and form a single
system. The apparent differences in them are due
{0 narrow views of them.
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and Gnanavasittam of Veerayalavanthar. Agamic:
Shastras are classified into those that treat of the
first three padas as Sivadharmothara, and Gnrana.
Shastras like the fourteen Siddhanta Shastras. & long
account is given of Sivagnanabodham. It is the
most authoritative work in Tamil, as itisa transla.
tion and exposition of the Sivagnanabodham of the
Rourava Agama and is the Granasurya that gives
light to the whole Tamil Siddhantic Literature- A
very elaborate commentary on this work was
written by that illumined intellectual giant, Sivag-
nana Muniver, in whose sishya line the author of
the Prakasikai had the privilege to be. .

The concluding chapter of the Prakasikai
begins wiih a section on the importance and value
of learning and proceeds to give an account of the
right methods of teaching and learning, some of
which are yet new to the pedagogic works of the
west. It ends with acourse of studies in three
progressive grades the last of which includes reli.
gious literature and philosophy

The Tamil world must be ever grateful to the
Navalar for this Magnum opus of his. He has present-
ed the whole Tamil Literature as in a mirror and
has made this book out of the beauties of all the
standard Tamil works. Dravida Prakasikai is thus
the Tilottamas of the Tamil land, and everyone who
takes a pride in being a amil will find it a privilege:
1o feast his eyes on “the peerless beauty of this
exqguisite work.

Jafna, S. SHIVAPADASUNDARAM, B. a.
13th Chittraz of Principal, Victoria College, &

Prabhava. Awthor of ‘Satva Botham’

(1927) Series in Tamil.
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