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Forward

This booklet comes to your hand with so much literary values.
This is one book of a series called ‘Enduring Mothers’.

This booklet remarks the new era of the literature lineage of the
poor Sri Lankans. There is only a few portion of the life of the writer
portrayed in this context. It is only a tiny portion of her experience. It
is the little how she could write.

We have read biographies. Mostly the persons belong to elite
class had been painted in those books. Every biography written by
classic writers or by self of the elites of the society lived contemporary.
Those works helped much to the society to get shaped of our lives
absorbing the essence of them.

But these stories reveal you only a small bit of the struggle of
their lives for survival of these writers. I cannot say how and in what
way you embrace the essence of these lives. Anyhow these are our
folk lives. They are our own folk who work hard and painstakingly in
Sri Lankan society. I Think When thousands of mothers have an
opportunity to feel a bit of sense of sadness and distress ness of the
lives of these writers would be enormously pleasant for the first time in
their lives.

These writers have never had this type of an effort. I think this
new effort would be a step towards a literature of poor continuously
compiling.

It was the learned people who created or yarned the characters
from the short stories or in novels and sometimes the characters



nourished the main character in biographies that we had read. They
are writers or authors. They are much heard. But the main character
of this book belongs to the writer. She is a member of the lower
segment of this Sri Lankan socio-economic society.

Late Professor Sirisena Thilakarathna wrote °....there is a
conspicuous lacuna in the development literature’ ina forward to the
‘Real Voices in Development’ (1998) that was compiled by me. I
think this series of books ‘Enduring Mothers’ would help to fill this
lacuna up to a certain extent.

Our effort is to encourage mothers of this socio-economic
segment that represent the writer to write such small stories and to
promote their reading. I think that the mothers who struggle for survival
get the opportunity to understand the heart beat of this writer and
make her a member of their homes. I was careful to do nothing to the
context or to the pattern or the grammar unless necessarily changeable.
The responsibility of the context is on writer.

I would like to offer my special thank to Mr. R.A Rathnasiri the
proprietor of Vihanga Graphic is always with us considering the Printing
Work of the Women’s Bank as a duty.

Mrs Deepika Nilangani,

Mrs Bodhipali Samarakoon,

Miss Anusha Thambirajha,

Mrs K.Sirimathie are the members of the Women’s Bank on one
hand and on the other hand they worked as a team to translate, to
edit and to line up the stories according to its significance. My sincere
thanks to them.

Mr Justin Keppetiyagama, a consultant of the Women’s Bank assisted
us in translations and making constructive comments for improvement.

I thank Miss Sujani Priyangika Thiranagama a daughter of a Women’s
Bank member did the Tamil computerization and Miss S. Apsara
Dilrukshi amember of Women’s Bank and a Member of the Auditing
Committee of the Bandaranayaka Pradeshikaya for her Sinhala
computer work.

Finally I pay my gratitude to all mothers who converted their sweat
and tears into words and placed carefully on these valuable documents
willing to reveal those words to the world.

Nandasiri Gamage.
27" JUNE, 2004.
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about the reality of life. I write you my story that had not been related

to anyone else so far, openly and in detail and with much hope. I write

this to you because it is a pleasure for me to realize that at least there -

will be some one on this earth to read my life story and understand
me.

I'was grown up ina mud-thatched cottage at the beautiful village
of Sandalankawa in Katugampola area. I was born on 19" February ;

1969 as the fifth member of our family. There were seven brothers
and sisters in our family. All nine members with our parents live in a

small one-room house. We were in the depth of poverty. What my -

father did as I can remember from my very early ages was selling fish.
He was going from village to village riding his bicycle with a tied plank
box behind him and selling fish. He fed 9 of us with his small amount of
earning.

By this time my younger sister, younger brother, one elder

brother and I had been admitted to Hendiyagala Maha Vidyalaya for
our education. Two of my eldest brothers and elder sister stayed at
home after schooling.

I was sent to a house of one of our relatives whom I used to call
“Akka” (Sister or cousin) due to the financial difficulties we met in our
family. Then my age was about eight years. That “Akka” also lived in
our own village. In that house I became so desperate. When the other
children of my age were playing by running here and there I had to be
satisfied only by looking at them secretly. I could not claim for a beautiful

childhood and had to keep looking clandestinely at the children playing -

and satisfied. I stayed at this home as a servant child. The “Akka’” of
this house is hot tempered and used to get annoyed very often. Always
I'was asked to do various works.

Early in the morning I had to get up and take “kadayappan”
(breakfast foodstuff) prepared by her to the boutique and then go to
school. I come home in grief after school. From the point of time I
came home from school I had to look after her two children one after
the other.

I stayed about two years here in this place. Then I was in grade
4 in the school. Thus whilst I had to hide my childhood and desperately
spend my time in this house, my father had been murdered by one of
my uncles hitting him on his head by a stone. He left eight of us with
this incident; my mother took me home as I was suffering there. But
the environment at home was rather bad. We were extremely destitute
after my father’s death. My elder sister remained at “Kiri Amma’s”
(grandmother’s) house due to these difficulties.

My mother so far confined to house had to suffer severely to -
earn our living. She sent us to school even though she did not enquire
about our educational matters in details. No one was there to help us
in anyway. After my father’s death we were inherited only tears.
Mother went to work in a tile factory and came home at about 6 in the
evening. I had to complete whole homework when she returns. My
mother was very tough.

My daily programme was as follows. Cleaning the home yard
and wash all utensils in the kitchen before leaving for school. After
school I had to go for firewood with my sister and younger brother,
wash clothes and prepare the dinner. I felt as though I were a mother.
If any default was found in my work it was sure that my mother would
assault me.

By this time I was about 12 years old. I did not expect what
happened in every second. In the meantime my elder brother found a
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job in a bakery. Now the number of members of our family became
six. It was very difficult for us to find books and pens for our education.
On some days my younger sister, my younger brother, my elder brother
and I went to various lands and plucked herbs (Gotukola) and bundled
them and sold for 25 cents each. We did not forget to buy the things
for our educational needs from this money. When we come back
after plucking herbs we used to carry firewood on our heads.

I'was very faithful to my teachers. They knew how we suffered
and helped us many times a lot. We cannot forget their kind assistance.
WhatI could do in turn was tell them “Thanks’. Sometimes I carried
them some herbs. But they offer me pens and books in lieu of these
things. Sometimes we uproot hemp and dried them and sell them in
the village fair. I had sold fifty to sixty bundles of herbs at this fair many
times.

I.could not mention one thing. My friends in school had offered
me white and color frocks many times. T wore them very
enthusiastically. My most funny time in my child hood was the schooling
time. My friends in school never cornered me. They treated me well.

Though I was small I could understand a change in the life of
my mother. My mother was a beautiful woman, My two elder brothers
- scolded her several times because of this change of my mother. In the
meantime I also attained puberty when we were offerin g flowers in
Hendiyagala Temple on Wesak Full Moon Day.

That day there was a function in our home. It was a pleasant
day for me after many years. I can remember how my friends came to
see me with rewards. This pleasant time did not exist many days to
occur changes of my mother’s life.

I do not want to hate my mother who made my eyes open to
this world. But my heart says that [ should not conceal the truth from
this story. I was about 15 years old young' girl. Gradually the hardships
of my life increased. My two elder brothers found the casual relationship
of my mother. My second elder brother got dissatisfied with this incident
and disappeared from home. Even today I can remember how my
heart was broken that day. My mother’s clandestine affair continued
and my elder brother began to drink alcohol daily and quarreled with
my mother.

In the meantime my elder sister had given birth to her first child.
I got the permission from my mother and elder brother to goto her
village for two days. I said good-bye to my elder sister and her husband
after two days and came home even though it was difficult for me to
leave the small kid. When my younger sister and I got down from the
bus the next-door aunty was expecting our coming eagerly. I thought
something has happened at our home.

What I thought was correct. Hearing what aunty said I felt like
senseless. My mother had gone to her own world leaving aside fifteen
year old young girl and other five children. I felt so sad and cried
bitterly with my younger sister sitting on my bed. Now what I could
do? My little heart lamented thousand times. We were deprived of
our father’s affection from the very small childhood and now mother’s.
How can I live with four brothers and a sister in this house without
parents?

But I'was not discouraged. By this time my sister was about ten
years old. Instead of mud-thatched house we had built a half completed
house with three rooms. I had to be the mother in the house. Getting
up early in the morning and cooked our breakfast and lunch and cleaned
the house and home yard and washed the plates and pans and by
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seveq in the morning we set off to school. My elder brother and 1
were studying in the same class. My mother left us when I was in
grade nine. When my friend’s talk about their parents and tours arranged
after school I was thinking about finding firewood and cooking the
dinner. The younger sisiers come home before me and have their lunch.
If anything left for me I eat and begin my work. Younger sister assists
me in the kitchen and my brothers bring firewood.

My younger brother is little mischievous. He does not listen to
us. Elder brother will hammer him daily. But I separate them. Therefore
my younger brother loves me much. My elder brother is also a very
handsome youth but tough. Now he earns our living. He could not go
toa job as he could not go to further studies. He had to produce illicit
liquor in the village to feed us. But he was very faithful to the religion
and never liked to hurt anyone.

‘ Now we do not search for our mother. Becoming the mother of
the house I did all what I had to do my home. But I had to face the
punishments of my brother when there was a mistake.

I'had to think alone about the feelings of love, protection,
satisfaction, fun and all sorts of emotional matters myself. With the
painful heart I looked at the girls making fun at my age. Principle and
the teachers and also the friends in my class in our school knew about
the lives of my brothers and me. My friends never asked about my
mother to avoid worrying me. They loved me boundlessly. Innumerably
my lessons were delayed. I did not have time to do school work at
home. When I came to school my friends gave me all lessons I missed.

I'memorize my beloved teachers thousand times. They never
punished me for anything. If I were late to school some day I was
allowed by the Principle to come in to the school without punishing

me at the gate. All these kindness I received from them due to our
pathetic life. All four of us were famous in the school. Our skills in
education were very high. My elder brother, younger sister and brother
could develop their skills but I could not gain good results in education
as I had the burden of all responsibilities of the house on my shoulders

My father had been a teacher. After marrying my mother secretly
he had gone and lived in a far away village. Making this as an excuse
his appointment has been dismissed from service to take revenge on
political reasons. Our principle and Mr Satharasingha, the Sinhala
teacher had studied with my father and had been appointed together
in the department of education, This intimacy treated us well in the
school.

I'had innumerous delicate experience in schooling time. It is
unutterable. I am also a young girl who liked to spend a funny life as
usual. [ used to laugh simply in every second forgetting about all
difficulties in my life. When matured I began to realize many things that
I'could not understand those days.

I'was so delighted when village people cared and showed their
affection in me. I was the most innocent child in my family. I had a
smile with every one in the village.

T'also had the feelings of desires being as a young girl. Concealing
all these feelings I acted as a mother to brothers and sisters.

My heart also filled with various things. Every now and then my
brother used to take me somewhere. Boys in the village declare their
love in me and send massages through my friends. I neglected all these
because of the fear I had of my brothers and the life style I spentin my
hcuse. Even though my heart was filled with thoughts of a young heart
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I flew them away like a dream. Another reason for this was that my
elder brother was so watchful and always kept an eye on me and
prohibited me to talk to any young boy. Many times I had been scolded
and hammered by my brother on suspicion. Friends of my brother
visit our home very often. But I saw my brother as an enemy because
of these barriers. Even though I loved one of his friends clandestinely.

Always I remembered the words of a Sinhala song. ‘You torture
me for the error of loving as you are not having a heart of love but
forgive me whenever you felt the delight of love’. I loved this song so
much.

Ilooked at the life simply being patient how much harassments
flew to my life. Many times all four of us brother and sisters gottogether
and spent pleasantly but it was just a moment only in my life. I can
remember how I ran laughing in the fields and pluck herbs and fruits.
And also my elder sister visits us with her two daughters. We spend
that few days very pleasantly with those kids.

Holydays we go to paddy fields of others to plant paddy seeds.
From morning till evening we plant seeds bathing mud over the body.
Evening we receive ‘receivables’ from my clder brother for those
things. They help me in cooking at night. We buy raw rice from the
village boutique. When we do not have money my brother pluck a
jack fruit and boil it and eat with coconut. But we did not bother
anyone and lived in harmony.

During this time another bitter thing happened in my life. I will
mention itin briefly. A friend of my elder brother visits to-the adjoining
village. But he visits very often to our home also. We treated him as
our own brother. One morning he visited our house. My brother was
not at home on that particular time. I did not go to school that day, as
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I was not well. He said he came to see my brother. But I clearly
understood his behavioral pattern. I understood he was targeting at
something when no one at home. I slowly went out of the house from
rear side escaping him. But he stayed at home without going.

At this time the next house aunty came to fetch water from our
well. I slowly went to her trembling and told her about the friend of my
brother. Then that aunty scolded him severely and asked him to go
away. She told everything to my brother when he came home. He
never came to my house thereafter. I nearly saved that day because of
that aunty. Otherwise I would have been an object of this person.
God existing up there saved innocent me. It was a bitter incident
met. From that day on my brothers began to protect me than ever.

From that day onwards my brothers were careful to bring only
very trustworthy friends of theirs. Those friends treated me like their
own sister. My heart cries that my mother was responsible for these
incidents.

Days, weeks and months passed by. It came the crucial year of
my schooling life. But what could I do? Time barriers were in front of
me preventing me from additional classes. I had to reject the demands
of my friends attending those classes. I could attend only to the additional
evening classes held at school. After evening classes I run home at 5
P.M. to cook for night and also as my younger sister is at home alone.

I'had to read for my examination only after feeding all my home
people and cleaning the kitchen. - -

I sat for GCE Ordinary Level Examination in December 1985.
My brother also sat for the same exam with me. After the exam I
stayed at home without study until results come.
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Another era began after spending three years time with my
brothers and sisters. We were all astonished seeing our mother coming

towards our home unexpectedly in one unexpected time. Our elder

brother was not at home at this point of time. She came when we
were cooking our dinner. We saw her only after three years time. We
welcomed her with filled hearts of motherly feelings not considering
the mistakes and faults done by her. The others did not take much
care about her rewards brought, but I was pleased looking at them.

I'became trembled when I saw my two elder brothers came
home after awhile in a bicycle. When they saw my mother they asked
toughly “Whom do you come to see here?” But I understood why my
brothers pardoned her that day. I knew one reason. My younger sister
had shown features from her body in attaining puberty in near future.
My brother told me that considering the situation of our sister’s situation
they had to pardon the mother and said that I cannot understand those
things. My sister attained puberty before one week of my mother’s
arrival athome as gods looked at us seeing our sorrows.

Forgetting about the past all of us spent in one home. With the
arrival of our mother I was relieved from my workload. She goes to
work at eight in the morning and come home in the evening.

In the meantime my elder sister went to middle east for a job
leaving her two children in our house, as her family life was very
pathetic. The work of these two children fell on me. They also run
around me telling ‘punchi’ (Mother’s sister). I attained their work very
enthusiastically. These two kids needed me so much. Even today I
have their love.

In the meantime I got my exam results. I knew I was not
successful. This thought was correct. My result was very poor. But

10

my brother had been very successful in his exam. My teachers
encouraged me (ctling me to come and prepare for the exam again. I
decided to attend to school again.

Time flew in this way. Harmony in our family had become better
by now. My brother, junior to elder, did something since his childhood -
to carn money. After school he roamed around the village to collect

jack, cashew, papaya and other fruits from village and traveled early

in the morning by 4 a.m. to Negombo to sell them and came back to
school by 7 a.m. I'took his schoolbooks with me and kept them on his
desk. Saturdays and Sundays he sell king coconuts at Negombo
market. He used to save his earnings at a boutique holder. I gave him
my maximum support to him.

One day I came to know that a friend of mine has received a
love letter in my name. I read it clandestinely from my home people. I
was asked to write him back telling me that he was willing to know
and have a friendship with me. My elder sister had given him address
and a copy of a photo according to this letter. A love letter from an
unknown youth was a puzzle to me. However I posted a reply letter
to him. When my sister visited our home she explained all about this
matter as a worrier who concurred a kingdom.

In 1986 December I sat again for the GCE / OL examination.
stayed at home with two children of my sister until results come.

Examination results came to school. I went to school to see the
results with thousands of hopes.

My hopes were limited only to a moment. I had been failed.
Headmaster told me that I have passed only five subjects with two
credits passes.
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Tapplied for a job. I went to the school with a friend of mine to

collect my school-leaving certificate. Headmaster was there in his office ,
room. Seeing me he welcomed us with his smiling face. I told him that -

I came to collect my school-leaving certificate. He gave me all
documents including a good character certificate. I felt the pain of
departing my school where I studied 11 years from my parentally
teachers. I felt like broken my heart. Only that moment I felt that this
funniest school time would never come again. With filled tears in my
eyes I bent down and worshiped him when he gave me my documents.

Even it was difficult for me to stand up by his foot. He assisted
me to stand up and wished my life saying ‘Malani would never g0
fault’. In this way I met all teachers and said good-bye to my school
life with heart filled sorrow.

The time flew rapidly. My love connection continued about one
year marking time. Only my sisters knew about this love connection.
My younger sister helped me lot in this regard. She was a very reliable
friend of mine. There were many occasions in our house that our brother
quarreled with my mother. I understood that the respect we had those
days for our mother had faded away. All my sisters and brothers wanted
me to serve food from my hands for them even though my mother
cooked.

Though my sisters and brothers did not introduce me as mother
they considered me as the mother. They tell all their requirements to
me. Specially all three brothers liked to see everything get done by
me. I feel my younger sister and brother also detested her. But I do
not hurt my mother. I did not have strength to do so. It was a dowry I
got from my birth to be patient and carefully take decisions.
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By this time my love affair was further budding and maturing.
He comes to meet me marking time. I did not tell my home people
about my love affair through fear I had on my brothers. But many
people in the village knew this. No one of them commented me
anything. There were occasions they helped me. Friendly colleagues
in my village told me to inform the home people about this affair and
get marry. linformed about my love affair to my aunty through a friend
ol mine.

[Later my aunty ( My father’s younger sister) had told all these
to my brother and one day I was asked about this. Later my mother
also knew all these. I was alone for two years at home after schooling.
After they are having discussed together and decided to give me in
marriage. This news gave me my younger sister.

Later my fianc€ was asked to come to our home. He was inquired
about his family and later all our people gave the consent to our
marriage. It was difficult for me to think how all of my family members
gave their consent to my marriage without any obstruction.

Talking to his parents a day was fixed for the wedding. The day
came gradually. It was a heart rending incident to me of leaving the
nest of sisters and brothers lived for 19 years together with love and
affection. On one hand I thought I was very fortunate. Without any
obstruction my marriage took place. My friends and villagers labored
happily at my function.

I found my brothers were sad than ever. Amidst their well wish
I got married with Janaka Pryashantha on 18™ April 1988. It was an
unforgettable occasion when my brothers cried embracing me when I
was about to leave with my husband. Even today my eyes filled with
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tears when I remember how the kids of my sister’s cried. House was
seemed to be funeral place. Friends of mine told me that my home
people had spent three four days sadly. My life changed to a different
path after 19 years of nice and bitter experience.

Hereafter I am going to write you about my marriage life. My
husband was living in a village close to ours. Name of the village is
Medagampitiya in Mahaweli ‘C’ zone. On 26" April, after one week
of my marriage we came to Medagampitiya with my family members.

I felt fear to come to an unknown village. We all lived at house
number 92. By then the number of family members in this house were
nine. We had to live with his parents, two brothers and a sister.

Ilike to mention in brief about his family. I got their love and
affection rather than I thought. Especially my husband was a very kind
hearted gentleman, which I have never imagined to be so. He
understood me well and he knew my harsh past and became a very
kind husband to me. My mother in low had no problem of teaching
me home work. I was in a better position with regard to home-work
and house keeping.

However the home work were endless. I also had to attend to
work in paddy fields. AsIalso knew paddy cultivation. Theretore I
had no problem in adjusting to this situation. I had to prepare lunch for
10 to 12 people and take them to paddy field and served the people
working there. I used to take lunch to them and help them in cultivation
work and come home in the evening to prepare dinner. In addition
also had to boil paddy and collect firewood from the forest.

. Although my husband is an excellent person he used to take
liquor occasionally with his friends. On such occasions I used to blame
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and advise him to stop such habits. However I had to look at these
problems patiently. It is natural to have similar disagreements in family
life. T had to face similar situations sometimes. I also had to face some
problems with my father in low. In such occasions my husband was
very tactful. The other brothers never had problems with the mother
and sister. They never made me helpless as I also have undergone
similar situations. The patient has become my birth right.

I had to live like this for about a year. Sometimes my mother
and brothers used to visit me. They used to stay for about two days
before return. When they gone back I feel lonely. '

During this period I got the signs of becoming a mother. I faced
this situation with great difficulty. Very often I got malaria attacks. Due
to taking malaria tablets I got a miscarriage after two months pregnancy.

This was an unbearable shock to my husband and myself. My
mother in low was not at home on that occasion. Karuna Randeniya
Akka, the president of our group had been like a mother to me on that
day. I cannot forget her help on that day for life. In three months time,
again I got the opportunity to be a mother. When I was three month
pregnant the doctors warned me about the possibility of a repetition
and advised me to go to my village. Accordingly my husband took me
to my village home. My home people were very happy to receive me
and they treated me very well till I gave birth to my child.

I gave birth to my first child on Octomber 19,1989 at the
Negombo hospital. She was a girl. My younger sister gave her the
name ‘Hansi Chamudini’. My mother kept me at home till my daughter
is one year old. After one year we came back to Medagampitiya and
continued to live all of us in one room and a kitchen and three of us
settled down thre. That opened a new chapter for my life. Althoughit
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was mud thatched house it was a castle to me. We three spent very
happy life there. Yet we were pressed with economic problems.

The cultivation of the paddy field was not very easy. We were
financially broke when the child was three years. We used to keep her
under the plantain trees in the field and my husband and myself used
to work in the paddy field for wages.

During the meantime I became pregnant for the second time.
For the delivery of the second child also I went to my village. [ delivered
a boy on April 14, 1994. he also named ‘lahiru chamodh’ by my
sister. When the child was to month old I returned to our home. Now

we had four in our family. By this time my daughter has been admitted
to pre-school.

. In Medagampitiya village we lived a very miserable life. By this
time I got the information of a group formed by 10) womens in the
village and I also have been asked to join. I told this to my husband.
He advised me to join. Then with ten women living close by we formed
a group by the name ‘Thakshila’ on January 19, 1997.

We met every Monday at the home of J.A.Kusumawathi, our
group leader. We saved Rs 5/= per week.

One morning bottle lamp fell and fire caught my cloths and my
body got burned. That day we had only Rs 25/= at our home. My
husband was utterly helpless. But my group leader used the savings
and gave me money to go to hospital.

A.ft'er that day I was attracted to this programme. Entire village
people visited at the hospital on that day. It was the result of the solidanity
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produced by the programme. On 20.08.1997 Medagapitiya Bank
Branch was opened. It was the beginning of the progress of lives
which were [ull of disasters and economic problems.

1 was counting my fingers for the day that we getrid of the
thatched mud house. Yet I was very thankful that this programme
would be a miracle to us. Some days when I go to sleep [ was thinking
of a beautiful house. I was full of hopes for a T. V. and furniture for my
house 1 was not discouraged. I was ambitious and obtained loans
{rom my Bank Branch.

Today my dreams have come true. I have obtained most of my
life needs through my Bank loans. Those days our crops in the field
had to be given to money-lenders to settle the loans taken from them.
'Today that position has changed. After reaping crops we can bring
them and keep with us till we get a good price due to the loan
programme of the Women’s Bank. ’

Not only that. Medagampitiya village came into lime light because
of this. In our village in case of any social affair such as a funeral, or
any other function the women are gathering together and become active
as if all are from the same family. This is a new development that could
not be found previously. The women who were confined to the kitchen
are now taking a prominent part in any social activities in the village.

I too hold various positions in various social organizations in
our village and spend a very harmonious happy life by helping one
another.

The benefits that I receive because of this women’s movement
are countless. Now I am a mother with a grown up daughter. My
Bank Branch helped me immensely for the function IThad when my
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daughter attained age. It was with the help of the bank branch that I
could buy a sewing machine, hand tractor, pesticides and fertilizer for
the paddy field and the furniture and equipment for the house.

Thank to group system I could establish myself in life. I have
suffered immensely. I never thought that I would get such a good
husband and happy family life. After we got our children my husband
became a complete teetotaler and a non-smoker for the last 10 years.
All these achievements are because of this women’s movement.

We have spending a happy religious life with two fortunate
children. No it has become daily routine in our family to participate for
all religious ceremonies in our temple. All our villages like our small
family. They readily help us.

Even with so much disasters I lead a calm & quite life from my
childhood. Due to some sins that I would have done in my previous
birth I could not get parental care during my childhood. Yet I was not
discouraged. Now I am planning my future diligently and quietly.

To finish my story I thought of offering my felicitation and gratitude
as follows.

I would like to start as follow

Llost fatherly affection and protection when I was very young.
Talso lost my motherly protection and affection for a while. All though
during my young age I thought my two bachelor elder brothers as
antagonists to me I am eternally indebted to them who provided me
both motherly and fatherly affection and protection to me.
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On whose behalf they have decided live as bachelors? Who is
responsible for this situation? It is my mother. They have shown how

to lead a happy family life. If allow me to grow up freely I cantimagine
what would have happed to me. I am very happy when I consider the
positions that my other brothers have achieved. The'sayir‘lg that
Sulfering follows happiness has come true today. I still enjoy t}}e
respect that that 1 commanded from my brothers and sister. They will

he lifelong respects. Itis also an achievement in my life. I wish that
they would be my own brothers and sisters in the sansara with an
affectionate mother.

Secondly

My gratitude are due to my teachers and school. T also wish to
be an obedient pupil for the same teachers in my next births also.

My dear school mates who studied with me from my childhood
may we have the same opportunities in our next births also.

Thirdly;

My dearest dear husband! Who met me unexpectedly? Yqu
provided me the fatherly affection that I'lost as a child. I wish to be in
a small nest with my husband who is always thinking positively and my
dearly two children.

Lastly!
I appreciate the Women’s Bank, which took me on the path of

victory. I also remember Mr. Nandasiri Gamage , the architect of the
Women’s Bank program to emancipate the poor with heartiest gratitude.
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Similarly my thanks are due to the other women leaders who come
from Colombo district to guide and direct us.

My respects are also offered to the following

The leader of the Medagampitiya Women’s program
Punchi Manke (leader)

Karuna Randeniya (Presient)

Kusumawathie Jayasinghe (Sccretary)

The committee which mecet once week

The members of my Group thaksila

In this story there may be sentences grammatically correct. That
is because I am not a writer. I hope you would pardon me for such

lapses. Yet tried my best to tell my story in simple terms. It is left for -
your judgement.

- The End -
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