INDEPENDENT WEEKLY

l ’
i l %
1 - i e e

—

PR

..'.‘ 5.00

na

Vol. §

5th. May 1991

Neo. 30

its May Day Message:-

MAY DAY

The Centre for Better Society, Jaffna, states in

The Centre hopes that May Day will serve all
workers to appreciate their own values and enhance
their p.sition along with the rest of the members
in society in keeping with the call of God Almighty.
-] e
Reports reaching Jaffna

Rallies were also held at Kilinochchi, Mannar and
Mullaitive Districts also.

state that May Day

At Jalina - Mammoth May Day Rally

over 2000

(0uverge

=TS py—

“The mammoth crowd assembled on this day at this rally, is

an eloquent testimony that the Tamil

people

love their freedom

more than their own lives and the world must take note of this
yearning of our people’’, so said Mr. S. Mahendrarajah, the President
of the People’s Front of Liberation Tigers (PFLT) addressing the
mammoth crowd present at the May Day Rally held at Nallur Jaffaa

that afternoon.

Over 200,000 persons were
estimated to have assembled
" at the meeting which was
preceded by a procession of
about 6 miles which started
from Maruthanamadam  at
Y.15 a.m and reached Nal-
lur in the afternoon It took
four hours for the procession
to pass a single point. Stud-
ents, wotrkers, men and
women - all participated in
the procession and meeting.
Thete were bulleck carts
and other vehicles in the
processicn depicting various
sgricultural and industrial
activities necessary for the
regeneration of the people
of Tamil Eelam:

Continuing his speech, Mr.
Mahendrarajah said that the
LITE was on'y interested
to see that the Tamils lived
as tree citizens in & free
country. We cannot forget
the injustices and inequities
perpetrated or the burdens
placed on our people.

Our people have been
deprived of all avenues of
self-employment. We are upa-
ble to do agriculture or fish-
ing. Our people have been
driven from their homes and
many are living even in for-
ests. This is especially soin
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Southern Tamil Eelam. A
large number of people have
fled their homes to escape
death. All sorts of pressures,
economic sanctions etc. have
been pliced on our people
to make us succumb to
superior might and power.
But our people love their
freedom more than their lives.
The mammoth crowd assem-
bled this day at this rally is
an eloquent testimony to the
will of the people to be free.
The world also must take not
of this yearning desire of
our people. The large crowd
present today is also a clear
demonstration of the maiss
support the LT (E has among
the Tamil people

I find that the Indian Hirh
Commissioner in Colombo
has said that ths LTIE
should prove its claim to
represent the Tamils by
participating in democratic
elections. We have already
had a taste of democracy and
elections and the part played
by the Indian Army during
the elections held earlier in
our homeland duriog the
days of the Indian Army

occupation.
We can tura around and
ask by what democratic

principle does the Chandra-

shekar Ministry function of
by what democratic principle
was the DMK Governmeat
dissolved. If the Jndian High
Commissioner bad came to
Jaffna today, he could have
seen for himself the spon-
taneous support the LTTE
has amongst the Tamil
people.

The Government of Sri
Lanka wants to oppress and
suppress us and wants to

negotiate peace from a
position of strength. We are
determined to fight tor our
liberty whatever bs the
difficulties that would
confront us and we are sure
that one day. we will walk
the streets of our country
as free men,

We are not against any
peace talks but the psace talks
must be to obtain our
freedom and not to oblige
the Government to obtain
foreign aid to crush us. We
know that the foreiga aid the
Government gets = will be
used for military purposes
to crush the Tamus. It is
necessary that the Donor
couantries also come to know
and realize this.

As for our own pe ple,
to the workers, peasants and
every class of working people
and others, it must now be
clear that freedom and pro-
sperity depend entirely ¢n the

political emancipation of the
Tamils which we hope to
achieve, ‘

Mr. Yoharatnam Yogi, the
General Secretary of the PFLT
who also addressed the meet-
ing said that the LTTE cadres
were engaged in relentless
battles to win freedom
for all Tamils and everyone
should extend their fulless
co-operation to the LTTE.

Mr. V. Balakumaran, an-
other leading member of the
PFLT sald that progressive-
minded people must take
stock of the realities of the
situation and extend their
support to liberation struggles
of the Tamils. He also drew
attention to the nationalist
upsurge that is taking place
in many of the Soviet Repu-
blics.

Several other Trade Unlon
represcotatives also spoke.
Mr. Rajan of the PFLT
presided.

Who are

The LTTE carried out
an attack on a Sri Lanka
Army convoy at Vanchiy-
ankulam, near Nanattan in
the Mannar District on the
29th of last month. Accor-
diog to the LI'TE the whole
attack lasted only twclve
minutes, resulting in  the
death of sixty soldiers of
the Sri Lankan Army. The
LI 1E lost two of its cadres.
The LTTE also recovered
a large quantity of arms and
ammuanition,

The Sri Lankan Governm-
ent which admitted = ¢his

From Left:-

Rally at Jaffna.

Right

Mr. S. Mabendrarajah and Mr. Y. Yogi addressing the May Day

A Section of the crowd that participated at the Rally.

the Hundred?

confronation sa‘d that 25
army men died and 25 were
mussing. They also said that
the Sri Lankan Army killed
100 LTTE cadres. Oa the
following day the Goveroment
announcement correcied its
carlier statement and said that
45 soldiers were decad. What
happened to the others? The

Government has not said
anything.
Quite apart from this,

Government claims to have
killed 100 LTTE cadres
The LTTE stated two
of its cadres were dead and
gave the Dead a Heroes’
funeral with the public also
participating. They could pot
have hidden 93 bcodies - nor
does the LTTE ever do so.
It announces the names of
its dead cadres by Press
Notification.

Then the question arises
as to who constituted the
balance 98 Civilians? We
have, however, no report of
civilians either dying in tuch
large numbers. :

On the 26th of last month
also there was a confronation
between the Srs Lankan Army

and the LTTE at Elephang
Pass. The Goverament admi-

tted the deah of 23 s>idiers
including an ofticar. It also

claimed to have bombed a
coavoy of vehicles transporting

LTIE cadres. The LTTE
said that 17 of their men
died fightng at Flephant
Pass but no mention of any
convoy being bombed and
men dying. This too again,
leaves the question who are
the 100, still unanswered.

Students
abducted and
hacked to Death

Reports reaching from
Amparai sta'e that on the
25th of Mareh, 199t eleven
Tamil students were abducted
and later hacked to death.

The same reports state
that of the eleven studentg
so killed, six were boys and
five were girls. They were
all from the village of Tham-
biluvil in the Amparaj Dists
rict. They had gone from
Thambiluvil to Akkaraipattu
for tution when they mes
their fatc at Akkaraipattu,
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GRANTING RIGHTS TO EELYOM

There is considerable con-
fusion in the minds of the
;people of Eelyom in regard
;to the concept of what are
called rights of the Eelyom
Tamils. A little of the ABC
of political science would be
of much valus in relation
to' the concept of rights.
The so called rights may be
sald to fall under two
categories: -

1. Basic or fundamental

rights; end,

2. Conceded rights,

The distinction is best brought
out. by a few illustrations.
At a roundabout, the prior
claim for right of way for
the vehicle on the right is
simple example of conceded
right. It is conceded by the
society or state. Ia a sinking

ship, the prior claim of
access to life boats for
women and children is a

conceded right. Sir Edward
Denham who was Director
of Education at a time when
more then seventy-five percent
of the people now alive were
not even born. made a rule
that all departmental comms.
unications to Siahala teichers
must be in Sinhal se and
those to Tamil teachers must
be in Tamil even though
such teachers might address
the Department in English.
Thus a right accrued to
Sinhala and T:m] teachers
to receive departmental
communications in their own
lapguage. Al these are
conceded rights, conceded by
the state or the society.

On the other hand, what
are called fundamental or

basic rights are conceded by
mankind in generil and are
applicable all over the world
to a man in society. The
right of association is a
fundamental right. The ancient
Greeks discovered that man
is a community - building
animal, that this trait is an
integral part of human nature
and must be rocogniced by
mankind Thus the right of
association is a fundamental

right. Another fundamental
right conceded by mankind

is the right of the individual
or group to manage his or
its own affairs. This right

3. Vanniyasingham

also stems from a trait in
buman nature, i, e. man
wants to manage his own

affairs; he does not relish
others managicg his own

affairs. Marxism refused to
recognise. this right and
now after a period of seveaty
yeirs of eclipse Marxism
had been rejected by the
people of Soviet Russia.
Democratic Society recognises

the right of the individual
or groups to manage his or

their own affair i. e. Swaraj.

If the people of the
North East of the [Island
do not want to be in ass-
ociation with the pcople
of the seven S‘nhala prov-

-inces they cannot be forced

to be associated in such
polity with the people of
the seven Sinhala provinces.
The right of association also

impliee that people could
agrse ty be associated with
certain other group:

At the 1970 General
Elections, the three Sinhala
Political parties called the
United Left Front under
the leadership of Srimavo
Bandaranayake called upon
the people of the Island to
grant them a mandate for
the purpose of scrapping the
existing Constitution  and
forming a brand new polity
called the Republic of Sri
Lanka. But the people of
the Northern and Eastern
Provinces, both separately
and jointly, refused to grant
the mandate sought for.
But the seven Sinhala prov-
inces granted the mandate
with the overwelming maj-
ority; only fourteen percent

of the people of the
North and East voted
in support of the call for
the mandate. Thus the

creation of the Republice
of Sri Lanka and the enact-
ment of the Constitution there
unto is devoid of the
authority of the people
of the people of the North
East. Thus the Republic of
Sri Lanka has no legitimacy
to ercompass the North East.
Hence, Sri Lanka has no
power to concede any right
to Eelyom and its people.
Its present relation with
Eelyom is just aggression in
8 genocidal war against the
Tamils. The only thing that
the Republic of Sri Lanka
has to concede to the people

of Eelyom is just to leave
them alone.
The Tamil demand js

very simple -‘LEAVE
ALONE".

Us

Now even lraq Refuses
supply of Arms to Sri Lanka

After the Gulf War
even Iraq bas now refused

military aid to Sri Lanka.

The economic embargo imp-
osed on Iraq now prohibits
that country from supplying
arms t0 any counfry.

Following this refusal,
Sri Lanka has approached
scveral other countries for

military aid but wihout succ-
ess.

In the wake of this
refusal, Mr.Bradman Wee-
rakoon, the  Presidential
Advisor on International Af-
fairs, has paid a surprise
visit to China. No official
announcement has been made
regarding this visit of Mr.-

A Conference

1991. The

The spossors have

Iarhil Eelam A Nation without a State

An [nternational Tamil Eelam
Research Conference

sponsored by
Federation of Tamils and the Department of Government,
California State University,
U.S.A. is tobe held on the 20th and 2ist. July,
Verue of the Conference will be the
Cslifornia State University Campus.

X invited those
pr__g_senting papers aad / or attending the Conference to
contact them before the 15th June, 1991.

the International

Sacramento, California,

interesied in

Weerakoon who is expected
back in the Island in the
course of the weeek. He
left for Peking on 20th Ap-
ril, 1991.

The question now arises
whether China which is ren-
ewing diplomatic ties with
Developed Countries after
the massacre at Tianaman
Square which was the scene
of the prodemocracy movem-
ent spear - headed by Chinese
students and other Human
Righis Movement, will ant-
agonsic Western countries
by gran'ing military aid to
Sri Lanka to kill its own
citizens. Japan and other
Western countries are keenly
watching China’s reaction in
the matter of military aid
to Sri Lanka,

Most of the Western world
including Australia and Japan
have refused military aid to
Sri Lanka and are insisting

(Continued on Page 6)
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Unfortunate Victims
of Circumstancas

There is an adage in
this part of the world,
which goes as follows-
LIKEN TO ONE FALL-
tNG FROM A TREE

BEING TRAMPLED
UPON BY A BULL
This is most appropia-

te in the case of us ra-

mils who have been but-
chered by the Sinhalese
since indoendence from
British Colonial ruls.
Whilst we have been
grappling with  vigour
against the Sinhalese opo-
ressor and also winning in-
ternational support and
sympathy in our forty
ycar long struggle, we
have also had the grave
misfortune to see lined
up alongside the wretched
sinhalese external enemies
that we never bargained

for and against whom
we have done no harm
whatsoever. And  here

I would list China, Pak-
iatan and Israel and even
Uncle Sam and John Bull,
all of whom quite willin-
gly &and  unashamedly
took the side of the Sin-
halese, even after realisng
that the Tamils were the
sad victims and the Sin-
halese were the calprits.

We did not provids san-
ctuary to the Dalaj Lama
por have a border conf-
lict with the Chinese nor
did we roast the Jews
in gas chambers or but,
cher the muslims in
Sind. Yet these countries
who could have and should
hav remained neutral, de-
cided to do just the rev-
erse and backed the ma-
rauding Sinhalese to the
hilt. What was the com-
mon cause that made th-
ese countries and cthers
like them side the wret-
ched Sinhalese against the
pathetic and hapless Ta-
mils? the answer would
be their shared hatred of
India and it was this bl-
oody anti-Indian venom
in them, that compelled
them to make common
cause with the Sihalese and

not give a moral hoot
about the plight of the
Tamils who apart from

being Hindus had nothing

" more Indian in them, than

the Sinhalese. We were
witness to the sad spec-

tacle of hearing Ronald
Reagan singing hosannas
of J.R.Jayawardene as
being a great democrat
whilst his own respresent-
ative James Spain comic-
ally allowed himself to be
ancinted with coconut oil
by the saffron robed bald
headed brigade, whilst
thousands of iancoent Ta-

mils were being brutally
slaughtered by Jayaward-
ene’s Sinhala Army. We

~

also witnessed that evil
virago Margaret Thatcher
stating ‘that publicity to
the terrorist is akin to
administering oxygen to
a dying man’ but happily.
Reagan and Thatcher have
gme to their rest and
a!50 the anti-Tamil Ind-
ian. Whilst we Tamils
suffered under the label
of being an Indian satel-
lite, the recognition ihat
we received from India
was an even greater kick
in the teeth, being more
vicious and direct than
any iaflicted by the anti-
Indian bloc.

We saw how with the
sad demise of Indira Gan-
dhi in November 1984 her
gson and successor chose
to completely ignore the
plight of the suffering

Tamils in EELAM. His
maiden comment as Pr-
ime Minister when ques
tioned by the BBC as
to what his policy was
towards the Sri Lankan
issue, his reply was as
follows - «*It is a coplic-
ated issue that needs
minute and very careful
consideration®® and then
complete silence thereaf.
ter uatil his minister Sey-
ed Alam Khan stated on
the floor of the Lok Sa-
dba ‘‘that the muslims
in Sri Lanka should ap
preciate that the Tamils
are also fighting their
cause’’ whereupon Rajiv
Gandhi immedijately sac-
ked bim. A few days
Jater, when yet another
Indian Minister called Jak-
ar stated on the floor of
the Lok Sabha ¢that he
was granting the Sri Lank
an Government thirty days
to settle the Tamil prob-
lem’” Rajiv Gandhi sac-
ked him immediately as
well and then complete
gsilence for three long ye-
ars and many thousands
of Tamil deaths, whereup-
on Rajiv Gandhi came
out with his ‘signal to
Jayawardene®® statement
and which had us Tamils
well and truly fooled.Even
though in between he had
chided the late M P.Am-
irthalingam not to lecture
him on legal jurisprud-
ence, when he pointed
out that the Indo-Lanka
accord was legally uns.
ound, Rajiv also stated
in the interim that the
Tamils who had nothing
thus far, should be content
with the accord fashioned
by him and his Sinhala
pals.

So it will now be seen
that we Tamils have indeed
been the most unfortunate
victims of circumstances
beyond our control and
there is not much that
the Tigers could have done
on the diplomatic front
n the face of such grave
odds but keep persevering
until the goal is reached.
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LIBERATION STR

GATHERS MUMENT!

Almost a year has passed
since the present war was
thrust upon the Tamils by a
scheming and treacherous
Sinhalese Government. It is
good to pause on our journey
at this milestone and survey
the wide arena. It is also
ussful to compare the first
year of the current war
against the initial war effort
of the Sinhalese, the agare-
ssion by the Inlians and
similar wars carricd out in
other parts of the World,
although this war is in fact
only a coatinuation of the
earlicr ones.

Initial war effort of
the Slnhalese_

The motive of the
Sinhalese to annihilate
the Tamils and grab their
homeland was the same
always. Tamils were subjected
to an ordeal of the most
grievous klad by the hideous
apparatus of Sinhalese State
aggression. Unsettled by the
genocidal activities of the
State, large number of Tamils
naturally fled the country
and the Tamil homeland lost
many eminent professionals.
Tamils looked forward to
help from neighbouring India
.and at times the oppressive
Sinhalese Government appe-
ared to show restraint because
of stricture from the Govern-
ment of India., Alas, Tamils
who were expecting India to
be fair by them did not
realise that India was busy
promoting the cancerous
growth of fifth columa for
aclfish reasons by misguiding
many youths who had started
off as freedom fighters. India
continued to mislead the then
political leaders of the Tamils
and doomed them to the
dustbin of history.

Terrorism aganist
Tamils

This was a period when
Tamils were adjusting them-
scives to the stark realities,
realizing the gravity of the
situation, The opression of
of Tamils had been going
on although, since prior to
Independance, on an accel-
crated basis since 1956 with
ffhe introduction of the
Sighala Only Act. Tamils
wtho show the utmost respect
for Law and order found
themgelves being ireated to
terrorism by the very State,
ironically in the name of
Law and Order. The efforts
of the Tamil Political leaders
to secure even some of thelr
due rights through peaceful
and parliamentary means had
come to nought and the
cfforts had been replied with

Communal Violence in 1956 J ayawardena’s

1958, 1977, 1981 and finally
in July 1983 ia all of whi‘h
thousands of Tamils were
brutally killed, many thous-
ands wounded and maimed,
hundreds of our women folk
raped and billions ef rupecs
worth of property had been
destroyed.

While in the ecthnic riots
of 1956, 1958 and 1977 the
the Tamils could find a
haven by fleeing to their
Homeland, after 1977, with
the deployment of large
numbers of Sinhalese armed
forees in the Tamil homeland,
hundreds of Thousands of
Tamils had to flee to
neighbouring and foreign
lands as refugees.

Sinhala Treachery

The manner in which the
Bandaranayake - Chelvnaya-
gam Pact of 1957 and the
Dudley - Chelvanayagam Pact
of 1965 were abrogated
amply displayed the perfidi-
ous nature of the Sinhalese.
It was abundantly clear that
in the name of democracy
the Sinhalese were abusing
the majority position to
perpetually oppress the Tamils
and impose the Sinhala
overlordship over the Tamils.
The manner in which the
Sinhalese ethnic majority did
away with Article 29 of the
Soulbury Constitution which
protected the minorities by
specifically denying parlia-
ment the capacity to make
laws discriminating or in
favour of or adverse to any
one Community which was
not equally applicable to all
other Communities, showed
the true oppressive intecation
of the Sinhaless as regards

.the minority Tamils.

Restoration of
Tamil Eelam Demand

The T.U.L.F. sought and
and obtained a mandate from
the Tamils of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces in the
General Election of 1977 on
the basis of their Vaddu-
koddai resolution of May
1976 for the *‘restoration amd
re- constitution of the Free,
Sovereign, Secular Sacialist
State of Tamil Eelam based
en the right of Self deter~
mination inherent to every
pation’’. But the Siahalese
government of the Sri

"Lankan State was hell bent

on thwarting the power
given by the ballots of the
Tamils by their bullets.
Ironically the present Presi-
dent is fond of speaking of
the power of the ballot over
the bullet,

War Efforts

During the ethnic riots of
1977 J. R. Jayawardena tried
to blackmail the Tamils by
saying that they can have
peicec on Jayawardena’s
Terms or face war. Jaya-
wardena is on record as
having stated that he does
not care about the Tamils
or their feelings. In 1983 J.R.
Jayawardena, the President
of the Sri Lanka gevernment
after remaining silent for a

few days of the riots
that took place mainly
in Colombo and Suburbs

for all the World to see for
themselves, instead of spsak-
ing words of comfort to the
Tamil Citizens in their hour
of misery, showed his
communa] colour by promis-
ing to the Sinhalese people
his intentsion to bring in
Constitutional Amendments
that would keep out the
T.U.L.F. MPs from Parlia-
ment unless  they renounced
their policy of a separate
State. In fact the Sixth
amcndment to the Constitu-
tion was passed and the
T.U.L.F. MPs refused to
take the oath and thereby
vacated their seats and Tamils
were denied representation
in Parliament. - Tamils who
were going through a hell
of a painful time cannot
ever forget that a large
number of Tamils who were
held Captives in state prisions
for political reasons were
brutally murdered in cold
blood by the Sinhalese
government - aided thugs.

S. Selvarajah

Emergence of
Militancy

It is no woander that the
youths who were themsclves
directly affected by the racial
discriminations for Unaiversity
edudation by the media-wise
st indardisation for Usaiversity
admissions, began to pin their
faith in military means and
regsolved to sacrifice their
very lives to restore the in-
dependent kingdom of their
fore - fathers so that at least
the future gencrations - of
Tamils in this Island may
live with honour and dignity.
Although there were a number
of Tamil liberation groups
at the start only the L,T.T.E
provided leadership of a high
calibre and stood the test of
time and blossomed as the
Saviours of the Tamils and
their heroes. All the other
groups except the Eros fell
prey to the machinations of

the Indians and now are
collaborating with the Sinh-
alese themselves. It must be
stated to the credit of Erot

that they appreciated the
correct leadership that is
beiag provided by th

L T.T.E and haviug the in
terest of the Tamils as their
prime consideration many of
them merged themselves with
the LTTE to fight to redeem
the lost righ's of the Tamils.

Liberation struggle A
Manifestation of
Peoples® Will

As the liberation struggle
gathered momentum not only
the youth but more and more
Tamils realised the urgency
to free themselves from the
oppressive clutches of the
Sinhalese and realised that

the Sinhalese do not respect
peaceful means to resolve

our differences and  that
armed struggle is the only
way out. Our fundamental
rights are inalicnable. In the
long history of this Island
Sri Lanka was never one
Country except for the pariod
since 1833 when the Britishers
unified the Tamil Kingdom
in the North and East with
the Sinhalese Kingdom in the
South and West for admini-
strative convenience. When
the Soulbury proposals were
debated in the House, D.S.
Senanayake, the then undis-
puted leader of the Sianhalese
invited the Iamils to join
the Sinhalese in working the
new Constitution and gave
an undertaking from the floor
of the House that no harm
would befall the Tamils py
joicing the Sinhalese in wor.
king the New Constitution.
The Tamil leadership trusted
the Sinhaless and did not
think of restoring the Tami]
Kingdom. And what a Price
we are now paying for having
trusted the Sinhalese?

Once these stark historical
facts are taken into consi-
deration can anyone blame
the L.T.T.E. for aimiog te
restore the Independent Tamil
Eelam state and nothing else
and steadfastly persuing its
aim. Through bitter experi-
ence the present generation
of Tamils have realised the
true nature and intentions
of the Sinhalese and are
convinced of the legitimacy
of the liberation struggle.
The L.T.T.E. -is —only. a
manifestation of the will of
the Tamuls to restore their
lost Kingdom. The Tamils
efter making so much sacri-
fices do not want to repeat
the indiscreation of trusting
the Sinhalese any longer and
compromise on fundamental
issues,

The 1987 Accord

The initial genocidal wae
tffort of the Sinhalese came
fo an abrupt end with tke
basty intervention of Indis
under the Indo- Sri Lanka
Agreement of 29:h July 1987..

It must be understood that
Indo Sri Lanka Agreement
itselfl  was  drafted end
signed without the consent
of the L T,T.E. leader.
whatever Rajve Gandhi may
have said to the contrary
subsequently, he is on record
as having described, at the
press  conference held ‘in
Colombo after signing of the
agreement that it was a
marriage without the conseny
of one party and said that
*‘no final agreement has been
reached with the L.T.T.E
leader Prabakaran on the
proposals, but I feel they
will come with us.”’

When one compares the
13th  Amendment to the
Constitution with the Draft
Proposals (30th August 1983
to 19th December 1986) it is
evident that a nomber of
matters which evidsntly ware
agreed to by the Sri Lankans
in their discussions with the
Indian delegations were net
incorported in th 13th Ame-
ndment much to the detri-
meat of the Tamils. A
number of matters of im-
portance to the Tamils were
left unresolved as residual
matters not finalised during
the above negotations to be
resolved between India. and
Sti Lanka within a period
of six week of signing of
the agrcement. Todate these
remain uaresolved and even
these matters covered by the
13th  Amendment remain
unfulfiled.

Tragically instead of reso-
Iving these matters, India
was hell beat on imposing
its ill conceived will on the
Tamils. )

Indian Episode

The expectations of many
Tamils that India will assist
in resolving the ecthnic dis-
pute in this Island were short
lived and soon it turned out
to be a nightmarish situation
for the Tamils.- Having
failed to cow down the LTTE
the Indians waged a war on
the LTTE which was in
cffect a war on the defen-
celess Tam Is. They waged s
shameless war butchering

-thousands of Tamil civilians:

Their behaviour in enmteriog
the Jaffna Hospital and
killing in cold blood hun-
dreds of ismates including
doctors and nurses on duty,
Hospital staff and patients is
the fourlest most soul - dest-
roying long night of barba-
rism unparalled anywhere in
the Weorld for its inhuman
cruelty and cowardice. The
Indian Army was an Army
of oczcupation in the Tamil
homelard. The attrocities
they commited were too

(Continued on Page4)
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in Batticaloa

Over 2,000 Tamils Mlssmg, 1,000 Dead

Washmgton Post reveals

Over 2000 Tamils youths

¢ w+have disappeared in recent

:: months in Batticalos,

afte-

~~being taken into custody by
“the Sri Lankan Government
« Security - Forces.

. ipto

This is revealed in a report
published in the Washington
Post February, 18th, 1991.

The report adds that exactly

. 2009 names have been regi-
_ stered by Christian mission-
.arfes and civic

leaders in
Batticaloa, as men who have
disappeared after being taken
custody by the Sri
Lankan Government forces.
The report further adds that
relatives of these ‘‘disappea-
red’’ youths claim that these
youths were taken from
refugee camps, movie houses

“- and even hospital beds and

then executed by security
forces or pro - governnient
¢ death - squads’’ that roam
the region in jeeps and trucks.

Relief workers believe that
soms of the youths may
have ended up en piles of
burning bodies periodicaily
seen alopg the road- sides.

Army and Government
officials have denied exexuting
any Tamil detainces but at
the same time they are una-
ble to account for the 2009
missing youths, the report
says. The report goes on to
say !

But the rush of disappe-
arnces in this coastal city of
50.000 represents just one
aspect of the brutality and

terror in Tamil areas of this
divided island.

While the Government
offensive has had little app-
arent success in breaking
the Tigers power in the region
it has left at least 4, 000
dead and up fo a million
refugees.

The Government has been
accused ot killing dozens of
people by dropping gasoline-
and rubber - filled ‘barrel
bombs’’ on civilion areas.
Fabricated from oil drums
and detonated with dynamite,
the barrel bombs explods
with horrific effect, spraying
burning rubber that stiks
to skin.

Sri Lankan officiala say
they are attempting to root
out and finally smash the
Tamil Tigers, a tightly disci-
plined guerrilla force that
from 1987 o 1989 fought
off more than 70, 000 Indian

army troops brought in to
impose peacc on the island.

s*What we face now is
the attitude that we can get
rid of the Tigers by killing
everything that might possi-

bly be a Tiger or makiag
them disappear,’”’ said the
Rev. Harry Miller, a Jusuit
priest from New Orleans

who has worked in Batticaloa

since Sri Lanka won indepen-
dence in 1948. ‘This is the
worst. It’s never been in the
last six months.”

‘*In August, another Ameri-
can priest who has been here
more than four decades dis-
appseared while riding a bicycle
north of Batticaloa.’’ Millet
said “*he fuspects government
forces responsible, but no
trace of the priest has been
found.*’

One senior government
official who asked not to
be identified said he believes

that -security forces and death
squads in and around Batti.
caloa ar2 deliberately killing
large numbers of young
Tamils in an effort to break
the Tigers’ web of support
among Tamil civilians,

But whatever the govern-
ment strategy, the battle-
hardsned Tigers remain in
control of much of the nor-
theast, runoning de facto
local governments in some
aréas while ambushing secu-
rity forces at will from re-
motec jungle camps.

The army’s hold on the
region appears more tenuous
than the government claims,
Soldiers guard roads from
heavily fortified bunkers and
only during daylight hours.
At night, they said, they
hide in the jungle while Tamil
guerrillas travel freely.

Helicopters continue to
strafae the region, and there
are periodic clashes in Batti-
caloa itselt.

Liberation...

«. (Continuation of Page 3)

‘numerous to be resounted

*2 *here.The damages they caused

“ to life and property wers

colosal. The Indians tried

* to bulldoze their way against

the popular will of the Tamils
“with a stage managed election

> to ipstal their puppst groups

in power to the powerless
Nort East Provincial Courcil
which itself was not accep-
table to the Tamiis. The
Indians slogged on for over
“two years of ridiculous stay

" here and left in disgrace and

defeat, T'hey have not shown
any remorse for the damage
they did to the Tamils in
anyway. Tney simply took

" over from where the Sinha-

 lese

oppressors  left and

~ carried on tbe genocide on

behalf o’ the Sinhalese. They
have not cared to pay war
reparation to the collsol
damage they have done to

- }ife and property in the Tamil

homeland. India tries to show
herself to the World as a
peace loving Country uphol-

“-ding high moral values. But
* ther record
“ a ridiculous one. India bu'lied
- Sri Lanka

in Sii Lanka is

into submission

“and came ia as if to save
- the suffering Tamils against
“the wishes of the Sri Lankan

" parcels.

Government  She violated

* Sri Lankan Air space and

token food
the

‘the
Arm twisted

“dropped

“ Sri Lankans and entered into

»

‘jndo Sri Laoka Agreement

“and was gloating as if they

‘had scored a diplomatic

“* triumph. But the cunaing old

“fox Jayawardane had the last
laugh when he manovered
and got Rajivi into the

"“ quagmire and to do his dirty

“work “of fighting the LTTE.

2 +The IPKF had a habit of

calling members of the Citi-
zen Committees and other
jeading Tamil citizens to

frequent meetings hoping to
brain wash them. These lea-
ding citizens displayed tre-
mendous courags of convi-
ctions and candidly and
discreetly expressed the over-
helming support of the Tamils
to the LTTE and urged the
IPKF to declare uaconditio-
nal and indefinite ceasefire

and negotiate with the LTTE
These views were expressed

abundantly through peace
marches, Satyagrahas, memc=

randa, pablications  of

books on Iando Sri Lankn
Agreement efc.

In Batticaloa an ordinary
Tamil lady Mrs. Poopathij
Kanapathipillai carried out

a fast unto death urging
India to negotiate with

the LTCE and attained
martyrdom a feat that India’s
Mahatma Gandhi himself
cannot claim credit. India
which pretends to bs an
apostle of peace and Non-
Violence ignored all these
peaceful pleas In fact the
IPKF is guilty of getting
their quislings to murder a
number of Jeading Tamil
Citizens and collaborating
in such murders. There were
a number of IPKF officers
who confessed at meetings
of leading citizens of their
dismay and disapproval of
the Indian stand and stated
that they omly carry out
orders given to them. Some
of them realised that India’s
stand was detrimental to both
India and the Tamils here
but apparently the RAW
was playing some stupid
games If one were to discribe
some of the atrocities
committed by the IPKF to
the Tamils here, surely the
Indian_people will hang their
head in shame. The Indian
Army High - ips like General
A. S, Kalkut, who was in
charge of the IPKF and the
Deputy Chief of the Indian
Army, General Ferandus, who
is present Chief - of - Staff,

showed total lack of flexi-
bility and undue arrogance
at discussions with leading
citizens, totaily refusing to
take into consideration the
views of the Tamils expressed
at such meetings. At one of
their meetings, when the
President of the Tamil Eclam
Peopls’s Forum, the Ilate
Mr. K. Sivanandasundaram
introduced himself as the Pre-
sident of the T.E.P.F., General
Feranndus laughed loudly-Ha;
Ha, Ha and said ‘I am only
the number two of the Indian
Army’’. Such was the inde-
cent arrogance displayed by
the Indian Army Top Brass.
(Subsequently Mr. Sivananda-
sundaram was murdered
jointly by the paratroops of
the Indian Army and their
quislings on the public road
at Vallai junction. A busload
of people were witnesses to
the cowardly muder by the
Indian Army.) The moderate
and sensible Generals in the
Indian Army Like General
Sardesh Pande who tried to
communicate a correct assess-
ment of the situation here
found themselves out of step
and in deep trouble because
of their objective stance.

No wonder people here
felt that the Indian official
machinery was operating like
a murderous mafia. After

havisg prolonged talks with

L I' TE representative Kittu

in Madras RAW officials
had given the impression
that a formal agreement

between the Indian Govern-
ment and the LTTE was imm-
fnent but this sgreement never
materialised, as India had
other ulterior intentions. The
Indian Government which
was refusing to declare a
limited ceasefire to enable
Kittu to meet his leader
Prabakaran to facilitate rea-
ching an agreement hypocry-
tically declared two ceasefires

urging the LTTE to come
forward for  negotiations,
stipulating conditions. When
one of the these casafires
was declared one of the first
thing that the Indians did
was to arrest Kittu and other
members of the LTTE in
Madras. This was a move
that should not have been
done if the Indian Govern-
ment was sincere about talk-
ing and settling matters with
the LTIE and resolving the
Tamils problems in a satis-
factory manner. The attitude
of the Indians towards the
LTTE was very vengeful and
churlish. There was no sense
or logic in India’s activities
in .Sri Lanka No wonder that
eventually the IPKF had to
leave disgraced and disillu-
sioned.

Now India has donea
somersalt and once again
started making noises. This
time they are projecting them-
selves openly as friends of
the Sinhalese. promising to
respect and safeguard the
Sri Lankan Sovercignty, in-
tegrity ectc etc. It is amusing
to see the Indian Wolf indul-
ging in all sorts of devil
dancing. The reason attributed
to the undemocratic dismissal
of the State -Government in
Tamil Nadu was that they
were helping the L.T.T.E
God Save the Sri Lankans
from the Indians! The Tamils
are sadder but now wiser
about the Indians and will be
extra cautioes of their hypocri-
tical acts in future, The Indian
fiasco has in fact shocked
the Tamils into reality. Those
gullible Tamils who thought
that India will help the opp-
ressed Tamils have now rea-
lised that if we allow a for«
eigner to interfre in our
affairs it will be only to our
deteriment. The episode has
helped the Tamils to resolve
to fight for their rights on

their own if necessary for
years, if necessary alone.
This was the blessing in
disguise and the period of
Indian occupation saw rapid
swelling of the ranks of
L.T.T.E. This period also
saw the large influx of
girls into the L.T.T.E. mo-
vement. This is an unmist-
akable indication of the extent
of transformation that the
Tamil Society has undergone
in gearing itself to win its
freedom,

The current war

The current wsr has deve-
loped into a war of peoples
and of causes, sustained with
fortitude and undanuted wil
power of the Tamils. The
enemy with Superior military
capability has unleashed a
reign of Terror particularly
in the Southern Tamil home¢
land (Eastern Province) where
he moves on ground. Tamils
have realised that this is the

appointed time for all to
make the utmost exertions
in their power to redeem

our Tamil homeland., Tamil
homelend is being ravaged
by Sri Lankan’s barbarsous
attacks upon the civil popul-
ation. These cruel, wanton,
indiscriminate bombings of
the Tamil homeland are of
course a part of the enemy’s
plans to unsettle the Tamils
and destroy their homeland.

The bombing targets arc
not military ‘ones but places
where people congregate such
as Markets, Temples, Schools
Refugee Camps or built up
areas even hospitals are not
spared. When one looks at
the war to liberate Kuwait,
except for rare instances of
stray incidents of damage to

.civiliaus targets the war itself

was directed against military
targets, Here it is just the

(Continued on Page 5)
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Dissolution of the Tamil Nadu State Government
helped in controlling LTTE Actions

— Bisman Narayan Singh

‘“The L,T.T.E. open'y tra-
nsported arms in Tamii Nadu
prior to the dissolution of
the D.M K. Governmeat, but
after the dissolution of the
State A<sembly, they attem-
pted to smuggle their weapons
to Sri Lanka undercover **
80 said Bisman Narayan Singh
the present Governor of
Tamil Nadu in a statement
released to the Press. *‘Since
the dissolution of the State
Government, it has been
possible to pursuc acticns
against the LTTE cadre.
Many militants who had
gained entry into Tamil Nadu
and found residence and
obtained other facilities claj~

ming to be Tamil refukees,
are now under arrest’’, con-
cludes the statement.

The dissolution of the
Tamil Nadu State legislature,
the duly elected DMK Gove-
rnment and the imposition
of President’s rule in Tamil
Nadu was not done on the
recommendation of the then
Governor, Mr. S.S. Barnala
a8 provided for in the Indian
Constitution but to easure
the continuance of Mr. Cha-
ndrasekhar as Prime Minister
at least for the time being.

The dissolution of the
State Government was insisted
upon by the A.D M.K. and

the Indira Congress without
whose support the mincrity
Government of Chandrasekhar
could not have lasted even
for a day.

After the dissolution of
the Tamil Nadu State Gove-
roment without the Gover-
nor’s prior recommedaation
there was  subtle move to
shift him elsewhere but Mr.
Barnala being a man of
principles and a gentleman,
resigaed his post a8  Go.
vernor. Mr.Bishman Narayan

Singh was appointed to fill
the vacancy created by the

resignation of the former
Governor. Bishma Narayan
Singh however has not,
stated the number of arrests
of LTTE after presidents’
rule was imposed. As for
Chandrasckoarhe has already
paid the price and lost ‘his
‘top bat’.

S. A Tharmauinam

Artillery Shell ‘Attacﬁn Exam day

Saaesss o

Vadamaradchy Teachers’ Association Protests

The Vadamaradchy Teach-
ers’ Association has sent a
protess letter to the Director
of tducation, Jalfna, egainst
the shell attacks launched
by the Palaly Army aimed
at civilian dwellings and neer
an exarination centre at
Valvettituraionthe firstday the
A L examination commenced.

The Association has pointed
out that the Educalion
Department took initiatives
to hav: the examination held
only after crmsultation with
the Ministries concerned in
Colombo and the consent of
the Defencz Ministry too
wes obtained for holding the
examination,

The Association  hag
requested the Director of
Education to bring the inc.
ident of Artillery shell attack
to the notice of the auth-
orities concerned and to
request them to ensure that
Sri Lankan Army personnel
do not indulge in such inc-
iden's involving breach of
peece in the future, -

Liberation...
(Continuation of Page 4 )
neverse. Except for stray ig-
stances of attacks against
armed militants the bruat of
the attack is agaiost civilian
pouplation. The economic
blockade in force for the past
ten months is part of this
master plan against the Tamil
civilians. The ememy hopes
by killing large numbers of
civilians and womea and
children that he will terrorise
and cow the Tamil peopls
into submission, servitude
and shame. Little does be
koow the spirit of the Tamil
Nation or their determination
to liberate themselves from
the thralldom in which they

want the Tamils to remain.
The Tamils are united and

resolved as they have never
been before. Death and ruin
have become small things
compared to the shame and

slavery if the Sinhalese army
is allowed to roam our str-

cets. Some people who earlier

thought of peace now only
think of war and how to
strengthen our youth who are
in the forefront. It is felt
that one of the ways to bring
this war to a speedy end is
to convince the enemy mnot
by words but by deeds that
we have the will and the
where with all not only to
go on indefinitely but to get
rid of the enemy from our
homeland Be the struggle long
or short, rough or smooth we
have got to reach ourjourney’s
end and it is the journey
of the entire Tamil Nation.
The fifth column traitors
among the Tamils and the

Colombo based T'amil politi-
cians who have no base in

the Tamil homeland are a
microscopic minority as can
be found in any community,
a disgrace to the community
to which they belong since the
start of the current war in
June 1990. Tamils living in
the Tamil homeland although

undergoing a period of horror

be more
to what s

LTTE Appeal must be
Taken more seriously

Instead of merely Jocussing on the war, it woruld
appropriate, if greater
happening  just 20 km South of the
tip of the Indian Feninsula. Just to affirm that this is
an internal affair of Sri Lanka, is begging the question,
because if that were so, there is no need Jfor India to
keep on re-iterating its support for the “unity and

territorial integrity” of SriLanka, since that also should
not be of concern to us. It is in that context that the

recent appeal made by the LTTE that is qualifies to be
considered on the same lines as the Palestine Liberation
Organization and the African National Congress, has to
be taken a little more seriously than we are prepared
to do. Particuarly so since the harsher
used by the Sri Lankan authorties to the crush the
aspirations for autonomy in the Northeastern province,
the greater the likelihood of Eelam becoming a reality.

A. P. Venkateswaran,

Former Foreiga Secretary of the
Government of India, quotcd from The Week>

attention is patd

the methods

ard disaster living under the
shadow of death and destr-
uction have adjusted them-
selves admirably. Taero is
no fuel or any public trans-
port but still the streets are
full of bicycles Both men
and women use bicycles to
80 to their places of work
however far they may be.

Aerial attacks do not deter
people from their duties.
Temporarily people take
cover and proceed with their
work as if  nothing
had happened, once these
savag:s go away. One day
I was cycling towards Jaffna
Town along the K. K. S.
Road near the Thavady
Junction. Art'llery shells were
being fired from the Sri
Lanka Army Camp at Palaly.
Suddenly I heared something
whist ing past overhead. A
couple of hundred yards
ahead of me within sight
there was an explosion of
the artillery shell and a
cyclist got blown to pieces.
Within a matter of a few
seconds in my normal course
of cycling I wasat the spot
of explosion and to my

horror 1 saw the man already _

dead, his body spreadcagled
and people were converging
to lump together the pieces
of his body for removal. Later
I learnt that he was an
accountant attached to the
Cement Factory.

There had been one incident -

at Kondavil where the entire
tamily was killed by a bom-
ber attack except a seven
day old child. The child
escaped death  while the
mother on whose lap the
child was lying got killed.
Many people got killed in
cold blood while atsleep or
while at work during day
time. As the intention is to
kill the Tamils, as soon as
the planes appear in the sky
they swiftly swoop down and
discharge the bombs thereby
trapping those unfortunate

o 08§ batore they take shelter.

People have learat to live
under war conditions. Public
shelters are found everywhere
to take cover during air
raids. The defence prepared-
ness of the Tamils  have
considerably reduced the
number of casualities. People
have learat to stand undis-
mayed against disaster, People
are sure of themselves and
the correctness of their cause
and feel they are  masters
of their own fate and are
coavinced of thcir final vice
tory. The performance of
the Tamail youth ia the
L.T.T.E. in containing the
Sri Lanka army is a matter
of great pride and satisfaction
to the entire Tamil comm
unity whereever they are
living.

Sinhalese have no
right to govern Tamils

It is amusing to find
Sri Lanka President Premad-
asa like his predecessors,
speaking as if he can give
concessions to Tamils and
speaking of peace and har-
mony among all comm-
unities and invokiag  the
blessings of deities  for
this purpose while
trying to keep the Tamils
in bondage. He must under-
stand that the Tamils never
gave the power or maradate
to the Sianalese to rule them.
What has happened was that
the Siohalese have surrep-
titously usurped power to
govern the Tamils at  the
time British granted indep-
endence to this Island.

If Mr. Premadasa s
s:ncere  about maintaining
& harmonious relationship

between the Tamils and sinh-
alese and preserving Sove-
reigaty of his country he
must comvince his  people
that the time has come to
gricefully concede the restor-
ation of the Tamil Kingdom
in the Island rather than keep
the Sinhalese people comple-
tely in dark while TamilEelam

i8 being consolidated through
the armed libsration struggle
of the Tamils. If through
sheer pettiness, the Sinhalese
continue to obstruct the ful-

filment of the legitimate
aspirations of the Tamils
and in the process give &

second chance to the Indians
it is not a wild guess but
the war elfort will invariably
pav the way for the entire
Island of Sri Lanka to become
a constituent member of the
Indian Federal Goverpment
much sooner than anyone
could imagine. Even the

Tamils who bad to bear the
whole brunt of the armed
struggle agamnst the Indian
Armed forces, who  were
allowed to come into this
Island through the stupidity
of the Sinhalese will not be
abie to help expel them if
the situation is made condu-
Cive for the Indians to creep
in oncs again.

It appears that the Sinha-
lese people have been driven
to a state of insanity to
keep the Tamils in bondage
under their unitasy form of
Goversment particuarly by
the power - hunger of the
Sinhale:e politicians and the
stupidity of the the Buddhist
clergy, They must realize
that they cannot anmy longer
keep the unwilling Tamils
in bondags through
armed repression. Unless the
Siohalese realize in time, it
will be too late for them to
see their folly, if in  this
process the Sinhalese them-
sevles forfeit their freedom
and find themselves' as part
of an unwieldy federal set-
up. It will be natural puni_
shment they will have to
suffer for having obstinately
refused to set up a federal
form of Government a couple
of decades ago or for having
failed to concede a separare
State for the Tamils in the
Island even at this late hour
preserving the integrity and
freedom ef the Sinhalesg
nation,
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Stoppage of offensive
operation will stop
Defensive operation too

Sometimes Siohala political leaders - adverteutly or
inadvertently - do come out wi'h truths which are difficult
for them to digest or even admit.

We refer to the reported speech by President Prema
dasa wherein he has stated that the Tamils took up to
-armed resistance because of the weong policies of the SLFP.

Two matters mentioned in the reported speech of
Presidest Premadasa are: -

1. SLFP followed wrong policies

2. As a consequence Tamils took up to armed

resistance.

In regard to ome above, it is agreed that the SLFP
followed wrong policies but it would be puerile to suggest

that the President’s party - the UNP - didn’t. As a
matter of fact, the UNP vied with the SLFP in the
parsuit of c.mmunal politics - ia the pursuit of esta-

~ blishing Bsudha-Sinhala hegemony. We cannot, therefore,
agree with the President that the SLFP alone - was
- responsible for the causes that led to the armed resistance

of the Tamils.
But we agree wiih Mr. Premadasa that the resort

" to armed resistance was the consequence of wrong
policies adopted by the Sinhala Governments including
“the UNP.

But what is imporfant is that for once a Baudha
Sinhala President has been compelled to admit that the
Tamils were driven to a desperate position where armed
“resistance to Baudha -Sinhala chauvinism became inevit-
~able.

This admission coming as it docs from the Head
of a Government - whicn had carried on and is still
carrying on 8 war against the Tamils ou a scale hitherto
unknown, makes the President’s admission all the more
siguificant.

If Mr. Premadasa feels that the Tamils resorted
to arms becanse of wrong policies of the Government - it
does not matter whether it was the SLFP or UNP
Government - why does Mr. Premadasa hesitate to
remove the causes Ihat led to the Tamils seeking resort
to arms. Heis today the Head of the UNP Goverament
which duriag its term under J.R Jayawardene brought
the Anti-Terrorism Act - which was initially stated to
be only operative for a period of one year only - but
which has becom> am entrenched statute. Why does
he snd his Government keep on referring to the LTTE
as terrorists whea according to Mr. Premadasa the
Tamils took up to srms only as a defence against
wrong policies,

We are bappy that Mr. Premadssa has admitted
that the Tamils were not the first to take up to arms.
Once Mr. Premadasa admits that he has to reconcile
bimslef to the moral ‘hat he should not iasist om the
Tamils laying down arms first either It is for him to
s'ep the g-nocidal war and withdraw bis armed forces from
Tamil Eelam where they are mot wanted, hated and
looked upon as an iuperial army of occupation.

Forty three years of history after Independence
should be suficient lesson for any Sinhala leader to koow
-and understand thbat the Tamils do not desire to be
governed by the Sinbalese. All efforts at winning over
the Tamils by false propsganda and promises adopted
during the forties and eerly fif ies to agree to acquiesce in
Baudoa-Siobala rule has failed Similarly the efforts to
achieve the same goal by mili‘ary conquest of Tamil
Eclam will also fail because mo Tamil is willing to
allow the Sinbalesc to rule over the Tamils,

We sball pot conclude that President Premadasa
ouly made the reported speech merely to havs a
political victory over bis rival SLFP but is really what
he feels is the cause of the armed conflict. Now that
the President has  at least once come to a correct
conclusion as to the cause of the armed conflict, let
us hope that he will take the next steps to remeve ihe
causes which no single person other than President
Premadasa himself is in a better position to take. It
is up to him to do it.

| Another UN formed in the Hague

The Guardian. London of
February 12h. 199 has
reported the formation of a
world body und:r the name
and style of United Nations
and  People’s Organization
(UNPO) as an alternative to

the United Nations’ Organi-
zation (UNP)

The UNPO‘s Treaty was
signed at the Peace Palace ip
the Hague on February 1th,

1991, the Treaty
promote the interests of ethnic
minorities and peoples seeking
independence by the peazeful
resolution of conflicts and
will serve as the Charter of

a newly established organiz-
ation.

The major difference
between the UNO and
the UNPO is that

aims to

the while membzrship to the
earlier organization is restri-
cted to States, the U.VPO's
members will represent hither-
to unrepresented peoples and
ethoic minorities,

The founding members of
the UNPO numb:r 15 aad
are committed to the right
of self - dstermnation  of
oporessed peoples around the
World.

‘“The UN has failed ia
many ways because it largely
comprises  delegates from
Governmsnts which ds not
always represent the people
of their countires’’, the
UNPO Chairman, Linnarrat
Mall said.

*“We view ourselves as a
kind of alternative UN,

which, through a more
representative body of deles
gates, can offes a view to
the officially unrecoguized
peoples of the World?*,

Mr. Mall is an Estonian.
Of the 15 persons represented
at the inaugural meeting six
were form the Soviet Union
including Latvia, Georgia,
Armenia. the Volag a and the
Crimea in addition to the
Eetonian Chairmaa.

Other delegates represtned
West Papua, the American
Indian, the Cordillesu of the
Philippines, the Greek mino-
rity in Albania, Tibet, the
Noa-chinese of Caiwan, East
Turkistan and the aborigines
of Australiar

Dept. of Chrislian Studies
at Jaffna University

The  University Grants
Commission of the Ministry
of Higher Education in
Colombo recently informed
the vice - Chancellor of the
University of Jaffna approving
the creation of a separate
Department of Christian and
Islamic Civilization which have
hitherto been functioning as
sub - units under the Dept.
of Languages and Cultural
Studles.

In response to the Grants
Commission’s decision the
University Council of Jaffna
University appointed Rev.
Dr. A.J.V. Chandrakanthan
as the founder-Head of the
newly established Department
beginning from April 22 1991
Dr. Chandrakanthan a Cat-
holic priest of the diocese
of Jaffna and Senior Lecturer
in Christan Civilization at
the Faculty of Arts comme-
nted that the decision to
create this new department
manifests the breath of vision
and magnanimity on the
part of the University and

illustrates ths: opea attitude
and secular out-look of the
Uaiversity Graats Commission

He addead that the ex:ellent
public relations maiatained
by Rt. Rev, Dr. B. Dszogu-
pillai the Bishop of Jaffna
and the persevering efforts
of former Djocesan Chaace-
llor Dr.J. Kingsly Swampillai
(now Bishop of Trincomalee
Batticaloa) and the cordiality
and interest shown by the
authorities of Jaffna College
and its dynamic Principal
Dr. S. Jebanesan have coatri-
buted in no small measure
toward the birth and growth
of this department.

Presently Jaffna University

offers courses leading to
the B.A. and M.A. dcgrees

in Christian Studies. Over
70 Students have enrolled
themselves for the B.A.

General and Sprcial degrees
and three canddates (two
prieste and a lay-person)
are reading for the M.A.

degree. History of Chris
tianity, Christian Philosophy
and Theology, Biblical exeg-
esis and Christiag Arts and
Literatutes are among the
four major areas covered
by the Cept. of Christian
Civilization.

Now...

(Continuation of Page 2)
that Sri Lauka stop the oa-
going ethnic con'lict and
negotiate a political settlem-
ent with the militants.

Most European countries
do not secem to endorse the
term ‘terrorists’ used by the
Sri Lankaa Government in
describing the LCTE, By and
by these countries have come
to accept the LITE milita-
nts, as sincere freedom figh-
ters, and the LTTE is allowed
to function openly in many
countires, even having offices
in most of their Capitals.

— Eelanadu 30 4-9}

Another Picture of the crowd at May Day Rally Jaffna
— Courtesy Eelanatham
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