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Under the

" Not in the old way.

We were a people and are so yet.

When we have finished quarrelling for crumbs
table, or
Of a dead culture we will arise,
Armed, but not in the old way.

gnawing the bomes

R. S. Thomas.

SUNDAY OBSERVER ARTICLE

JAFFNA UNIVERSITY

ACADEMIGS DENY AUTHORSHIP

The academics

of the

Jaffna have disassociated themselves from the 191 under the caption -The

authorship and views contained in an article
under the Caption ‘The Politics of destruction

and human tragedy’ published in instalments
in the Sunday Observer from March, 24th 1991.

This article is purpoted to
have been written and issued
by the University Teachers
(Human Rights) Jaffna and
it is understood that the
article was published in other
papers  including ‘Lanks
Guardian’,

Jaffaa University Teachers
who were contacted all denied
any hand in the drafting
and publication of this arti-
cla. No one knew who was
benind it.

The University Science Tea-
chers’ Association, Jaffna,
when contacted, after deli-
berations in their Executive
Committee passed the follow-
ing resolution and authorized
releasiog the same to the
Press.

The University Science Tea-
chers’ Association, Jaffna,
resolution reads as follows:-

‘‘An article published in
instalments in the Sunday

Suicide Tigers
Enrich Cricket Parlance

In the test match played last week between

the

formidable West Indies and the M. C. C. Cricket teams
in England when the West Indian Captain and npumber 2
batsman V, Kichards came in to bat and faced the bowler
the koglish Capiain Grabam Gooch placed a fielder too
close to the batsman at s silly mid - of fposition. The
radio and television Commentator Tony Cozier was
prompted to refer to the fieider’s attempt as a suicide
encounter just like that of an I. R. A. or Sri Lanka
suicide Tiger im his rupning Commantary. Tany Cozier
is yet to become familiar with the appropriate term
‘Black Tiger’. Perhsps he may master it soom before
the next epportunity comes his way.

politics of destruction and
human tragedy’ purportedly
by the Uaiversity Teachers
for Human Rights, Jaifna,
has been brought te our
notice. We understand that
the article bas beem repro-
duced in other magazines as
well. The Executive Comm-
ittee of the University Scicnce
Teachers® Association, Jaffns,
deplores the attempt made
by the publishers to present
this article as a **Univer.
sity Report®* which represents

of the University of Jaffna.
The Committee wishes to dis-
associate itself from the view
expressed in the article’.

Dr. S. K. Sitrampalam of
the Arts Faculty and
President of the University
Teachers’ Association, Jaffna,

also denied that the article
was written by any member
of the University Teachers’
Association, Jaffna. He too
expressed the disagreement
of the University Teachers’
Association, Jaffns with the

University of Observer, from March 24, the views of the academics view expressed in the article.

It is further learnt that g
University Teachers® Assoc-
iation (Human Rights) was
formed many years back in
Colombo but that Associat-
ion had ceased to function
a long time age after the
key officials left the Island.

University Teachers expr-
essed the view that the
article does not represent the
views of any University
Teacher in Jaffns and has
not been authored by any
University Teacher in Jaffna.

Kokkatticholai Inquiry Commission

Fails to evoke Public Confidence

The appointmens of a
Commission of Inquiry to

inquire into and report on
the army atrocities tiiat took

place recently at Kokattich-
olai in the Batticaloa District
has failed to evoke

any public confidence. It is
reported that people in the

arca have expressed their
grave doubts in the work of
this Commission and have,
stated to the BBC correspo-
ndent in Colombo that the
Commission would only help
te suppress the news of

atrocities induiged in by the
Army in a number of villages
in the Kokatticholai
becomisg public.

arca

DEMONSTRATION wW
SEE PAG: 6.

" It is further reported that
an American priest Rev. Fr.
Miller, living in Batticaloa
has told the BBC correspo-
ndent that so far as he knew
123 Tamils have been killed
and 49 have been seriously
injured.

One hunderd and forty nine
houses have been completely
destroyed and 342 houses
severcly damaged, Rev. Fr,
Miller has said that this was
a8 major calamity.

Rev. Fr. Miller has further
said that because no legal
action was taken against the
offenders in similar army
excesses and atrocities at the

same place earlier, the present
incidents took place. It s
likely that similar incidents
will take place in the future
too,

Fr. Miller had told the
BBC correspondent that sixty
seven dead bodies were found
buried and 56 bodies of dead
persons were missing. Many
dead bodies have been burnt
snd the identity of the dec-
eased cannot be datemined.

Another person told the
BBC correspendent that he
Saw personally women being
dragged out of their homes
and raped.

The public have expressed
grave  doubts about the

(Continued on Page 5)
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The name of our -
homeland in Roman
Script

Eelyom is round the corner,
We must settle some preli-
minaries. To begin with, we
must settle on the spelling
of the proper noun, the name
of our homeland in the
Roman Script, which is the
International Script. There is
only one letter ‘1’ te service
for answering the phoenetical
shape of w, er, i in the
Tamil Script.

At present various spelling
patterns are in use. Professor
Suntheralingam began with
the pattern Eylom. Probably
he bhad not given much
thought to it; otherwise he
would have made it ee. The
TULF used the patern Eelam.
Because TULF was the
elected parliamentary party
many people followed that
pattern. It results in forei.
gners pronouncing the proper
noun of our homeland as in
ecl. Indra Gandhi and many
foreigners also pronounced
it as in eel.

Nestor adopted at the
start, following Suntheralin-
gam’s lead, to write Eelyom.
But an Indian friend of his
corrected it to EELYOM
pointing out that the letter
which modifies the sound of

I' should follow amd not

precede 1. Thus it will be
seen that the correct spelling is

EELYOM.

" ' It represents the sound of

i and lh the sound of ar
while 1 represents the sound
of w.

Of course linguists have
certain rules for rendering
into Roman Script words of
other languages. According
to this process the spelling
would be

EEZHOM.
and would be rather pedantic
and confusing to the laymen.
It cannot be said that these
rules are widely accepted.
To try to spell thus would

be analagous to the Tamil

Pundit who cried, when his

mother fell into the well,
the alarm ‘Euorasy Koopathul.
Hope no pedantry invades
the spelling of the proper
noun of our homeland
Eelyom.

Open or Clandestine

It scems that D. M. K.
leader Karunanithi does not
know the A, B, C of palitics.
If he accepts responsibility
for the Party's almost total
failure at the polls, the
logical sequence is to resign
from the Party leadership,
or more appropriately, to
take steps for a complete
change in the party's policy.

MUSINGS BY NESTOR

Resigning from the seat in
the Legislature is a non
sequitur. There is no relev-
ance In resigning the seat in
the Assembly.

As everyone knows, the
congress ‘and A.J.A D.M.K
accused Karunanithi and his
party of giving clandestine
support to the liberation
tigers. It is now well known
that New Delhi did give
clandestine support to the

militants in the shape of

. arms, training facilities etc:

Since elandestine support is
posed as the issue, the proper
course for the D. M. K. is
to make tbe Issue open and
public. The correct course
would be for D. M. K. to

pose before the Tamil Nadu
electorate the question whe-
ther India should support
the right for Swaraj for
Eelyom Tamils er mnot. If
the issue s posed thus, the
opposite ‘issue would be seen
to be:- Should Indis support
the Sinhala gemocidal Imperial
war against the Eelyom Tamils?

That is the issue which should
be placed before the Tamil
Nadu electorate. There should
be no question of clandestine
support. The issue should be
open support for the Eelyom
Tamils or for the genocidal
Sinhalese. D. M. K. should
have brought out the issue
openly and frankly im the

above form. Rajiv Gandhi
destroyed about seven thou-
sand innocent Tamil civilians
and abeut a thousand Libe-
ration Tigers in addition to
enormous damage to property
in the process of giving
clandestine support to the
Sinhalese for purpose of
subjugating them to Sinhala
Ilmperium, Let the D.M.K:
bring out the issue of Eclyom
Tamils into the public inst d
of allowing the matter to
remain  within the clandes-
tine plane.

‘‘Nona Mathaya"’
Jayalalitha

Nona Mathaya
talitha does not seem to
understand International
norms or law. If acountry
accepts refugees from another
country as such, it cannot
force them back to the
country from which they
fled as refugees. It is best
to remember that when the
question of Eelyom Tamil
Refugees being sent back to
the Island arose Indra
Gandhi posed the question
whether they were to be
sent back to be butchered.
She used the word to-be
butchered. Let not Nona
Mathaya Jayalalitha in her
frenzied support to Presid-
ent Ranasinghe Premadasa
forget past history.

Jaya-

Such refugees from Lanka
cannot be ejected uniess they
have committed some offence

against the Indian law. It is
best to remember that when
Rajiv Government proceeded
to send Mr. S.C. Chandraks
asan out of india and put
him on a plane bound to
U. S. A to" which country
he had a multiple visa, he
refused to get down from
the plane and India had to
bring him back. In the
meantime Mrs. Chandrakas-
an had filed a wrig
application in India’s courts
and the Government of
India realized that it could
not under Indian law eject
him from India becauss he
had not committed any
offence against Indian law.

Let Nona Mathaya Jayalali-

tha halt their campaign
against Eelyom Tamils
following Rajiv  Gandhi’s

policies against the Tamils.

The emotional wave has
played into her hands but
‘when  the issues are
considered  dispassionately,
she would not gain by
identifying  herself  with

Sinhala Sri Lanka.

Mr. Paskaralingam.

Mr: Paskaralingam  has
returned to the Island from
the very important mission
entrusted to him, i.e. to
convince the Western Powers
that there s no  ethnic
problem in Sri Lanka when

a2 Tamil pleads the cause
of Sri Lanka for the
continuance of the Ajd.

Has he succecded?

Jaffua Citizens Committee |
Cally for comerete and clear proposals from President

The Jaffna Citizens’ Com,
mittee has called upon the
President Premadasa to put
forward concrete and clear
proposals for negotiations to
solve the ethmic problem.

In a letter to President
Premadasa the Committee
says that the ethnic problem
maust be taken up above party
politics and adds that it is
regrettable that all political

parties have so farfailed to

treat it asa problem callin}
for an urgent and amicable
solution,

‘-While political parties in
the Oppostion had waited
like the prcverbial ¢ Cat on
the Parapet wall’, only to
criticise and disturb amy

attempt to selve peacefully.
the ethnic problem, the succe-

ssive governments on the
other hand- had beea hesit-
ant to take correct decisions

sonal imjury.

AIMLESSLY AIMED

The Sri Lankan Army staetioned at Palaly suddenly
launched artillery shell attacks on various parts of Jaffna
town on the night of the 2Ist.. June, 1991. There were
nine artillery shell attacks. The only provocation appears
to have been the bomb explosion at the Joint Operations
Command Head Quarters in Colombo.

Intefeltingly some of the shells exploded near about
the ICRC head quarters at temple Road - Rakka Road

junction but failed to hit the headquarters by about a

distance of 25 ysrds. Neverthelesi one shell exploded
a little distance away succeeded in causieg damage to

an office of another International Non- Governmental
Organisation - the Redd Barns.

was also damaged but fortunatcly no onme suffered per-

Do the aimless shell attacks alse have some aim?

A house in the area

fearing political disadvantages
to them, Much time, resour-
ces and invaluable lives have
been lost in the party politi-
cal chessboard”,

The Citizens’> Committee
has, therefore. called upon
President Premadasa to put
forward concrete and clear
proposals which will form as
basis for negotiations and
invite these concerned to dis-
cuss and arrive at a lasting
solution which will meet
the aspirations of the Tamil-
speaking people.

Service - minded -
Self - employment for Pensioners

Nallur Pensioners’ Benefit
Association is planning on a
Service - minded, Self-employ-
ment project for the Pensio-
ners in the Jaffna -~ District.

Mzr. P.S. Thiruchelvam, the
Hony. Secretary of the said
Association, in giving the
details of the preject, states
that it has already starred
on an experimental basis and

the response and the results
are very satisfactory and also

encouraging. Mr. Thiruche-
Ivam further states that this
Scheme does not in anyway
deprive the eligibie youths
of their employment oppor-
tunities. On thé contrary, it

Ramakrishna Mission to Serve

Orphans

The Sri Ramakrishna Sarada
Sevashramam at Point Pedro
has decided te provide relief
for orphans in the educational
field.

For this purpese it pro-
poses to open two of its
Branehes, one at Polikandy,
and another at Chunnakam.

Swami Chidrupananda, the
Swami in charge of the

Ashram at Point Pedro, has
called for applications to be

addressed to him to the Sri
Ramakrishna Sarada Seva-
shramam, Point Pedro from

parentless children between
the ages of 6 and 18 to reach
him before 31-7-91. He
further adds that residential
facilities will be provided to
boys from next year only.
The Swami further says that
he will call on the appli-
cants persenally to verify
all details.

THIS AND THAT

Rambler is om holiday
and will be back shortly .

Editor

has helped several poor espe-
cially displaced refugees in

" finding suitable jobs in their

various sejf-employment cot-
tage Industries.

Finding suitable employs
ment market for pensioners

is part of the activities of

the Association and this
will not omly bhelp the
Pensioners  themselves in

keeping them fit and healthy
both in mind and body but

aiso make use of their hard-
earned residuary knowledge,

skill and experience for the
maximum_benefit of their
future generation.

In the field of self-empl-
oyment projects, rhe Associ-

ation has found openings in
transiation work, welfare

activities in many voluntary -
welfare  organisations and
Institutions in the distribution
and determination of gifts
and donations to displaced
persons, building projects, in
the re-settlement plans for
the displaced and the refu-
gees in several nurseries and
indoor and out-door medical
and health-care projects in
the Jafina District;

Mr. Thiruchelvam further
states that if expanded, this

- project will emable seversl
pensioners te mnot  oaly
supplement their monthly

pensions which .are not paid
regularly but also benefi
the public as well.
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An Open lett
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Dear Mr. President,

You are the eighth politic-
ian to head the government
in your country. Except for
the first prime minister of
Ceylon at the time of
independence in 1948 - Don
Stephen Senanayake - who,
despite the harm he did to
the Tamils, both Indian and
indigenous, had a smooth
unchallenged 4. years of
Power, and a stop-gap
prime Minister in W, Dah-
anayake for 6 months, all
six of you were called upon
to solve - repeatedly what has
been konown in the Sinhala
political lexicon as ‘‘the
Tamil problem.”’

Thirty - five year old
problem

This problem - solving has
now gone on for 35 years,
and in the process at Jeast
35,000 Tamil lives have
been plucked away by the
six of you (an average of
1,000 a year), and at least
350.000 Tamils you have
made them homeless, virt-
ually Stateless (except in
the passports), - vagrants,
wanderers and refugees in
their own homelands as well
as in the five continents of

the world. Between the six
of yeou, you represent
Oxford, Cambridge, the

Upcountry and Lowcountry
Sinhala aristocracies, and in
your case your humble
beginnings. And certainly.
all of you were Sinhalese,
and significantly, Buddhists,
(even it some of you were
political - converts from
Christianity) representing 8

President

[

charge something that you
cannot posibly deny - that
between the six of  you,
over a period of 35 years,
you have failed to find a
solution to your own problem.
Not the problem that afflicts
the Tamils themselves, bec~

ause we Tamils have found
a solution for it. At least
we know what the solution

is. Bat you Don’t Know the
Solution to Your Own
Preblem! Does not that
make you, as the surviving
President, representing the
Sinhala Buddhist people and
the Sri Lankan State, if not
ashamed, at least inadeq-
uate?

What did you do
with a glorious
patrimony?

The island of Ceylon,
Mr. President, has long been
eulogised by foreign travell-
ers, and in tourist brochur-
es, as a Paradise on Earth, as
a Garden of Eden. That was
Nature’s blessing,  and
certainly you Sinhala pelitic-

jans had no hand in  it.
Your country at the time
of independence had a

" flourishing export economy

in Tea, Rubber and
Coconut, which of course
was the inheritance you
derived from British colonial
entreprenurial skill and the
sweat of the  oppressed
Tamil labuorers. You had
a readymade infrastructure
for a flourishing tourist
industry, a fine network of
roads and railways, sun-
-swept marble beaches, a
fairyland of rolling hills,

We are a nation — .
We have found a solution

for our problems

teligion that stands  for
Ahimsa, Volerance and the
Middle Path.

What have you to declare
after 35 years? For  your
Sihala manhood and Budd-
hist plety? Your leadership
incompetence? Your political
bankruptcy” - Your racial
intolerance? Your imbred
chauvinism? Your hypocrisy
in parading your religion?
Your pretence as democrats?
Even if we are kind to you and
say that you are not guilty of
any of these (all six of you
including the three living
ones), you have to  plead
guilty to the  bottom-line

verdant valleys, rivers and
water - falls. You had no
gshare in that eitber. To

what you exhibit to tourists
as historical * ruins of an
ancient  civilisation, you
bave now added more ruins
in the North and East,
through bombing and
shelling - not as examples of
civilisation, but of the lack
of it. You were presented
with a multi - ethnic,
multi » Jingual, multi-religious
mosaic of peaceful human
presence with which  you
could have raised a model,

secular democracy that would
have been a showpiece to

show the world. What have
you done with it?

er o

Mr. President within these
fifty years of independence,
what have you politicians
done, with all this glorious
patrimony? What was once
known as a land of milk
and honey, you have made
it into one of blood and
poison. Instead of progress,
you have only made your
country slide into regress.
Instcad of  touching the
Highest Common Denom-
inator in the collective
Sinhala psyche, you kept
on reaching for the lowest.

B?pt as the one Sinhala
politician = 'who we still
believe is  probably more

sensitive to the terrain and
temper of the people outside

‘the insensitive seat of power

in the pretentious wealth
-flaunting  metropolis ~ of
Colombo, you should realise
that the country over which
you think you preside, is
not the same as the one
in which you and we are
born. Or the one which you
took charge.

No Challenge

Talking not in the nature
of a challenge, but in plain,
realistic valuation,  neither
your government, nor  any
government to follow, could
possibly exercise any - more
that kind of ‘‘sovereigtty”
over the north and east that
you have in mind (8s retlec-
ted in your recent Communig-
ue dated 3 January 1991
-Page 12); which ¢‘sovereig-
nty” means something
totally different to the Tamils
and Tamil-speaking Muslim

people who live there. To
them, it makes mo sepse,
other than subjugation, We

are not blaming you alome
for that. After all, you are
not only a pillar of the
Sinhala-Buddhist Establishm-
ent; you are also & prisoner
of it.

The Sri Lankan State itself
has been founded on a bed-
rock of mythology, harking
back to the Mahavamsa and
Dutta Gamani, and nourished
on the concept of Sinhala-
Buddhist exclusiveness., After
50 years of damage to the
mind-both Sinhala and Tamil-
it is now too late to put the
clock back. How can we
Mr. President when -your
Sinhala primers and history
books have been telling once
unspoilt little Sinhala ebildren
that the Tamils are aliens,
they are enmemies, they are
descendants of South Indian
invaders, they desecrated

~ by S.

your ancient Sinhala . civili-
sation and that it was your

'Sinhala  Buddhist hero Dutta

Gamani who rescued your
land, language and religioa
from the clutches of the
Tamil marauders? Many of
those children who were tau-
ght all these at thelr tender
age thirty, forty years ago,
are the very omes who are
today’s grown - ups, deciding
policy, wearing yellow robes
and dictating the course of
your history.

Ranasmghe Premadasa

Sivanayagam

‘“Afraid? why, I'm only too
willing’’. There ARE some
Tamils, Mr. President, who
miy view the world like that
shepherdess. By all means,
assimilate them and keep
them within your fold.
But that is no excuse for
you to assume that they
represent Tamil thinking (you
assume SO in your commu-
nique), or represent Tamil
pride, Tamil feeling or the
collective Tamil consciousness.

PRI

Every Island is not a nation —
NordoesanIsland have onlyanation

If you want to sustain a
Sri Lankan State that is
exclusively Sinhala and
Buddhist, in which others of
differing ethnic or religious
persuasions cannot  expect
consideration as equal partners
(on the basis that taey are
numerically smaller) you are
welcome to that kind of State,
blessed - by the Buddha.
Where you and your predec-
essors in office have erred,
is in trying to assimilate
peepel who are neither Sinbala
nor Buddhist and annex terri-
tory where neitber Sinhala is
spoken nor Buddhism is
practised; where the people
have' their own language, their
own religions, own traditions,
own culture, own ethos, own
ways ef life and own terrifory,
all of which are legally and
morally sufficient to constitute
them into a nation - a separate
Tamil nation. Perhaps you
are confused into thinking
that a chance geographical
formation that happens to
be an island makes it one
nation like many external
observers who suffer from
that metephysical illusion. In
which case, imagine the
number of nations that we
bave around Ceylon - Delft,
for example. Or Kachchativu
or Analativu: or Eluvaitivu...
Or think of the nsighbouring

. Maldives, with its 1000-odd

island nations! No, Mr.
President, there is no Geod-
given law nor maa - made
rale that says that every
island is one mnation or that

one island camnot contain two
nations of peoples.

No Rhetoric

There was a character in
one of Marlowe’s plays - a
shepherdess who when asked
whether she was not afraid
of being raped, tossed her
head in defiance and said:

Please do not think we
have been indulging in any
rhetoric in saying all these.
We certainly appreciate the
fact that on your part some
rhetoric, some face - saving,
are unavoidable: when an
established = government is
called upon to respond to a
unilateral ceasefire announced
(rather impudently we think)
by a group of armed men
described variously as ‘‘gue-
rrillas*’, “sseparatists’”’,
‘“terrorists®’, “*fascists’’,
‘.murderes” and so on. As
for rhetoric you have in your
Defence  Minister Ranjan
Wijeratne a reguiar practiti-
oner, an accomplished
master of .the spoken word,
a man who in looks can
pass off as a benign Bishop
but in words sounds most
of the time like a cross
between Attila the Hun and
Bob Hope.

But should we not mix
the rhetoric with some bold
thinking, some tangible action
at this peint of time when
the country is fast reaching
the cross-roads. We are
afraid Mr, President that
whatever steps you take now
and in the near future, or
the steps that you don’t
take, may determine the
feture course of history for
all time, And That Mr.
President is not rhetoriceither.

After a 35-year period
of subjection to physical
violence and hupmiliation
(beginning with that day at
Galle Face Green in 1956)
what hurts the Tamils Mr.
President is, more then the
corporeal Injury, the fact
that the guilt of the ethnic
crime has yet to seep into
the collective sinhala consci-
ousness. We do not expect
from you therefore or from

(Continued on Page 4)
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[nternational Organizations musi
Continue Service

Citizens’ Committee tells President

The Jaffna Citizens* Com-
mittee  has condemned the
aerial attack on UNHCR and
MSF vehicles and has told
President Premadasa  that
the services of Internati-
onal ergamizations are very
much nceded amongst the
affected people and requ-
¢sts the President to ensure
the working of these organi-
zations unhindered by the
armed forces of government.

The Citizens® Committeés’®
letter rcuds as follows:~

We have time and again
complained to your Excel-
lency the indiscriminate bom-
bing, shelling and straffing
from helicopters on civijian
targets,

Despite our cries the forces

have always been claiming
that their attacks had been

very accurate on LTTE
targets. The number of civi-
lian deaths and destruction
caused to temple, churches,
schools, houses and refugee

camps have proved our claims
beyond any doubt,

Recent attacks en the UNH

CR and MSF vehicles injur-
ing foreign persomnel who

have come into our country
to do humanitarian services

cannot be justified or con-
doned under any pretext.

It is our suspicion that the
attacks were wilful and, by
no means, accidental as all
the vehicles concerned were
flying internationally accepted

flags for protection which no
airman could have (failed
to sce. Besides the move-
ment of these vehicles in the
area concerned were - accor-
ding to reports « made known
to the forces in advance.

We are concerned very
much in this matter and it
is our earnest desire that these
international  organizations
must continue their services
in these areas among the
people who are suffering
beyond description.

Please therefore take all
steps to ensure that incidents
of this nature de not take

place in the future and make

It possible for the foreign

persennel to continue their
invaluable services to the
tuffering people.

Stop Artillery and Gun Boats shelling
Jaffna Citizens’ Committee

The Jaffna Ctiizens® Com -~

mittee has sent a special
memorandun to  Presidens

R. Premadasa, lodging its-

Strong protest against umex
pected artillery shell attacks

and gun boats shelling aim-
lessly targetted all over the

Jaffna peninsula which cause
untold damage and even death,
The [Citizens’ Committee’s
letter reads as follows:-
The Citizens' Committee
sends this special Communi-

cation to protest against the
daily inereasing killings of
innocent civilians and wide-
spread damage to private
houses and Public buildings
by purposeless Artillery Shell-
ings ‘and shellings by gun-
boats.

It has become a regular
practice on the part of the
Government Security Ferces
to engage in indiscriminate
and targetless long range

in Reverence to the Dead Tigers

Thousands of their kind are dead;

By a mighty chieftain they are led.
They did not live long to wed,

Or enjoy world, or sleep in bed.

Night and day they strove to win,
A land for all our kith and kin;
They laid their lives in the battle din,
Pray for them: else much -sin.

With poisons round their necks they fought,
To swallow same if they wcre caught.

Nought was life was their thought, :
Compared to the Land they so valiently sought.

For them a lamp we shall burn,
In all our homes and ever yearn

A lofty place for their souls

In Heaven, — for their earthly roles.

Proudly sing ditties in praise

Of their valour in louder voice;
And see their numbers very much rise;
~ To reach the goal; and that is wise.

Own them all as ‘Ours’ and ‘Dears’
Remember them for all long years.

Burn a candle for them and revere,

~ And say your prayers ever and forever,

Sing my countrymen sing in praise,
And cause their fame yet more rise;

Shed my countrymen shed your tears,
Let not their fame go unawares!

— Ram —

T

Artillery Shelllngs fired inte
thickly populated areas lying
15 to 20 Kilometers away.
These vicious attacks take
place throughout the' day and
more at nights. There were
hundreds ot cases where civi-
lian lives and houses were
destroyed by these shells.

Recently an artillery shell
fired from the Palaly Camp
fell on a house with a large;
family at Naranthanai in
Kayts killing seven of its
inmates - a husband and wife
(65 & 60 years respectively)
and five children ranging
4 to 14 years.

These poor victims were
reported to be having their
dinner at that time.

We bring this to your Ex=
cellency’s notice as we feel
that these shellings take
place without your knowledge
and that you would not have
permitted this inhuman at-
tacks.

Trusting Your Excellency
will issue necessary directives
forthwith to discontinue Arti-
llery Shellings and Gun-Boat
shellings.

The Editor,
Hot Spring.

Sir,

Mr. Premadasa has named
a threc man Commission to sit
in judgement over the Kokati.
cholai carnage in Wwhich
innocent civilians Comprised
of men, women and children
were killed murtilated and
raped by the Sri Lankan
forces as a retaliation against
the loss of three of their
men in an operation against
the L. T. T. E.

The purpose of a Commis-
slon is to convince the com-
mon man the real cause

behind the commission of an
offence, be it against a State

or its subjects and where
the Jaws of the land have
turned a Nelsonian eye. The
three . Commissioners have
been issued with the terms
of the Commission and based
on those terms they have to
enquire and report. Of the
three Commissioners, two of
them are retired Judges of
the highest Courts of justice
and therefore the law abiding
citizens of this country look
forward from them judg.
ments independent of any
kind of party, politics or
nationality, and that in the
discharge of their functions,

they will act without fear
or favour.

The moot point in this
exercise is whether the armed
forces were engaged in anti
L.T.T.E. operation or anti
Tamil operation. If it is the
former, then the killing of

the innocent civilians is an
excess by the armed forces

and suitable action sheuld

be taken under the common
law of the land. If it is the

latter, then it becomes obvi-
ous that in the guise of
flushing out the LTTE, the
armed torces have revealed
their intention of destroying
the Tamil community. There-
fore the mission of the L.T.
T.E., in their struggle to
Iiberate the Tamil commu-
nity from Sinhala Chauvinists
remains self explanatory.

Even during the 1971 April
insurrection not ® drop of
civilian blood was shed in

COMMISSION

the anti Che Guevera opera-
tion launched by the govern-
ment of the day. Neither
any damage to their houses

and properties. Loss of lives,
limbs and propertics of the

people in the North and East
is a clear manifestation of

the malice the Sinhalese have
against the Tamils, Their

intention is bristling beyond
any manner of doubt.

The trend in the North
and East is focussing towards
a separation, and it Is in
the veins of every Tamil
speaking citizen that it is
only under the banner

of Eelam that they can find
solace.

Let sanity prevail even at
this hour fof calamity for

Mr. Premadasa to cast aside
his obstinacy and boorish-

ness and act with a sense of
rationality. Every action has
an equal and oppcsite re-
action and there are num-
ber of lessons before us and
how world leaders have paid

their supreme penalties for
their commissions and
omissions. Retribution when

it starts grinding, leaves
nothing unturned Let us not
preach the noble edifice of
thoughts of Lord Buddha,
but practice them too. Coms-
passion and Maithreya arc

two noble thoughts of Lord
Buddha .

Will Mr. Premadasa as
Head of a State advise the
armed forces to give up
human carnage and confine
their limits to the terms of

their commission as armed
forces and not as armed
bandits.

Miss. J.Sukanthy
Vathiry.

Second My Lai

After the massacre of My
Lai in Viet Nam, there was
the turn in the Vietnam
war and the world felt the
reality inspitc of all the
propaganda of U.S.public
media. Will there be a
similar reaction to the
occurrence of second My
Lal massacre, at Kokkatic-

holai, Batticaloa last week?

V. Navaratnam
Thirunelvely East.

An Open...
( Continuation of Page 3)

the Sinhala people a change
of heart at this belated stage,
Anyway, to think that a

change of heart can alter
the course of a deep - seated
conflict between two peoples
is a simplistic notion. Rivers,
as oné of your Prime Mini-
sters said once, do not flow
backwards. What is required
if one wants to avoid further
misery both to the Tamil
and the Sinhala people, is a
fundamental ehange in the
Sinhala vision.

Which again Mr. President
is too tall an order to expect
from the Sinhala leaders as
long as you keep on delu-
ding yourselves that the
departing British gave you,
the Sinhala racial majority,
the constitutional sanction to
lord it over the ethnic min-

ority. If independence means
something to the Sinhala

people, it surely must mean
the same thing to the Tamil
people as well. What has
really happened (hese 35 years
was that while the Sinhala
mind had remained frozen,

the Tamil mind has changed .
You are today dealing with
a new generation of Tamils
whose thinking is much sha-
rper than that of the previous
generations, A Tamil militans
youth in custody was once
asked by a Sinhala Minister
what the Tamil grievances
were. To which the youth
replied, <Our grievances are
that you are looking after
our grievances®’‘. That sums

up the entire issue Mr.
President.
Courtesy: Tamil Natioa
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Desultory Rambling

These boys! They did net
know how to appreciate the
prowess of their elders. On

one of my rare visits (o
the town (Ja fna-patnam)
to look up my grown-up
nephew, I was told that he
was away, participating in
a game, called, ‘‘cricket’’.
On finding my way to the
site of, what it seems to
me, horseplay, I found my
nephew in the middle of an
extensive and sun-seared
field, vigorously brandishing
a sizeable plank (which I
learnt, later, is a ‘‘bat’’)
with another youngster of
his age, determinedly, tryiog
to knock him with a red
stone. They were in turn
surrounded by a few others
of their ilk; all of them
nattily clad as if in readiness
to attend a wedding or seme
such ceremony and assuming
the various postures of a
crouch. Imagine my surprise
too at perceiviog this unequal
contest being  hailed and
cheered on by a motley
crowd of mostly, teenagers,
nambering more than a
thousand. On the spur of
the moment, intending to
avert grievous hurt to my
beloved relative and also for
me te return to my village
beforc nightfall, I made
voluble, but ineffectual
efforts at breaking up the
so-called match and calling
him back to my side. On
my persisting, I was hushed
and restrained by a group
of youngsters areund me.
My prestige and self-esteem
having got the better of
me, [ proclaimed, then and
there, that they were indeed
lacky to behold me in the
flesh, a village champion,
for three years running, of
the doughty game of
<¢kiddi*’ (a fore-runner of
America’s favourite  game,
baseball), when I was a
youngster like them. One
of them looked at me grav-
ely and remarked something
about the generation gap,
whilst  another offered,
sympathetically, to have my
head evamined. All in all,
it was their unanimous
opinion that I wend my
way home quietly and
without further ado - but
‘not even a gasp of admirat-
ion on being appraised of
my former prowess and
glory! Thinking the better
of it, I forthwith set forth
and reached my village,
bemused and  crest-fallen.
These boys!! :

It took me sometime. to
realise the error of my con-
ceptions. I am told that this
game of cricket is by far
important and even, sacro-
sanct when compared to any
other game or activity in many
parts of the world. Though

o S s S RN T A

it is 'a far ory from Eton
to Colombs, the game of
cricket was introduced to the
Island of Ceylon by her
colonial masters and avidly
lapped up and honoured as a
fetish by our foreigner-apeing
Sinhala friends across the
Tamil Eelam border, The
spirit ‘of this game is imagi-
ned to enter their very souls
and remain a part of them
until, at last, oblivion claims
them. in the Island’s going
on cricket has always played
a dominant role, with the
rules often misapplied, deli
berately. If you are after an
appointment in the highest
ranks of the  gevernment
gervice or that of a prestigis
ous commercial establishment
you should have had the
nerve and foresight to have
wielded a bat, preferably
in & Royal Thomian match,
which by the way, is played
always with a show of state-
condoned public nuisance
and riothing partaken of,
solely. by the young hood.
lums of these two colleges.
Our Sinhala friends in public
life too have been f{ound
not only °‘thinking cricket’’
but also known to cheat in
playing it, on innumerable
occasions, crying, ‘‘not out®’,
when cleanly “run out, stu-
mped, bowled or well-caught”’

What an absorbing interst
and pastime even when ageing
members of the Sinhala
cricketing fraternity seem to
be having at the expense of
others, trying to match their
lives’ activities with the in-
tricacies of this game, cricket,
and invariably getting ‘‘run
out’’, so that world famous
organizations like the Am-
nesty Intermational, a French
Medical team, even the
British Ambassador and
many others have already
proclaimed that these gentl-
emen . were certainiy not
“playing cricket’’.

What has been their un-
deniable record sincee the
‘¢Independence’’ ? The B ~C
pact, the D-C pact and
other solemn agreements, they
made with us, were annulled,
claiming that the matches
had to be abandoned due
to foul weather which, we
know, were fanned into
cyclones just because these
stupid gentlemen always con-
sulted the Baudha Hamuthuru
and other Sinhala commun-

alists on how to play ths-

game, One of these gentle-
men, the silver-haired Major
Gereral Rapjan, who had
not commanded ever a
platoon and was doing upro-
ariously well in this game,
chanced to cry out, *’match
over’’, all the while intending
to “carry off the bat; not
cut*’ for a long time there-~

after. But he was “‘run out”
in the next big match with
the very first ball and was
heard of no more, being
reported to have vanished
in a wisp of smoke. Spont-
aneous c mbustion? Never-
theless, he was a great
performer, whose adroitness
at running between  the
wickets was grossly misused
by the Boss (the Team Man-
ager) who, not being up to
the mark in the sophistry of
this game, occasionally dons
a pair of short-pants, dyes
his hair and indulges in the
lesser game of football with
a gusto that helps to keep
his tempis-playing life’s par-
tner amused.

Major - General Ranjan
was succeeded in his many
tasks by another cricketer of
the namesake of the great
Bradman.  However, this
Bradman imagines himself to
bc a very genteel player and
is always hoping that the
umpire will net look his way
when his bails are going
astray. Having been the blue~
eyed boy of successive Prime
Ministers he managed to keep
his place in the reigning
champion’s team, changing
sides, if necessary, with

gentlemanly decorum and go-
ing into brief exiles without
a demur. Most important,
he survived all the in fight.
ing between the various Sin-
hala teams, brilliantly, to
emerge a winner, 3always.
Meanwhile he went away
to counsel a world body on
how to reduce the burgeon-
ing - population  through
gentle (piological) means
only to return immediately
thereafter back to the home
team and help it reduce the
Tamil Eelam population, this
time through violent and
Neanderthal(cave man)means.
H: now occupies, permanent-
ly, the position of coach and
that of scorer for the team.
whilst yet continuing to bat
on its behalf. It is evidently
fishy and funmy (certainly
against the rules!) to entrust
the batsman (and a Sinhala
one at that) with the im-
partial score - recording for
his own team- This Sri Lan-
kan Bradman has already
been ‘‘bowled and caught’ ’

by the Amnesty International
when he attempted a ‘‘big
hit’’ and was also found

to have interpolated: false
figures in the score-books.

He is now making half-
wiited pronouncements that

CRICKET ELEVEN —

WILL MURALIETHARAN
FIND EVEN 12™ PLACE?

Although the school - boy
cricketer, Muthiah Muralie-
tharan of St. Antony’s Coll-
ege, Katugastota has now
been seiected for inclusion
in the Sri Lankan team due
to tour Englend shortly to
play in the forthcoming test

match between Sri Lanka and

England, in order to avoid
any charces of demonstra-
tions against the Sri Lankan
team by ex-patriate lamils
residing in England. as it
happened during the first
Prudential World Cup One-
day limited over games con-
ducted in the scventies, it is
doubtful whether Muthiah
Muralietharan will find a
place even as 12th man. when
the team is finally announ-
ced before the actual test
event.

- It may be recalled that at

the first Prudential World
Cup One-day games held in
England, ex-patriate Tamils
from the Island entered the
pitch and conducted a demon-
stration to attract internat-
ional attention to death due
to starvation which prevailed
amoungst estate Tamil workers
in Sri Lanka at that time.

‘ the back by

The match had to be stop-
ped for about five minutes
to get the demonstrators out
of the pitch. In the mean-
time televisiou cameras and
radio commentators covering
the match did not fail to give
full eoverage to the demons-
ration. »

' Vadali Velan

a score agaiust the holding
of LTIE - Sri Lankan talks
will enter the records over
the LTTE’s alleged contri~
bution to the recent fireworks
in Colombo, ignoring the
fact that we, the Tamil Eelam

people, have also been main-
taining records and have

already entered a score again-~

st such confabulation over -

the grave and heinous incj-
dent at Kokatticholai. It is
but a sign of desperation on
the part of the Boss that he is
constrained to lean too heavily
on such super- annuated play-
ers and the likes of the oth ¢
internatioral player, Caneke-
ratne, since no younger and
more sprightly players are
willing to rally round the
team for the fear of facing
s«demon bowlers’’ at every
turn. Meanwhile these senile
gentlemen, together with their
Boss, are continuing to have
secretive and forlorn hopes
of not growing any older so
that they may prolong their
positions in the team under
these fortuitous circumstances.

““Cricket! Loverly Cricken!
not with stacding, we opt for
living our own lives and play-
ing our own games. Else
we are prepared to go up in
clouds of smoke!!!

Mr. K. B. Ratnayake. then
Sri Lanka Minister for Sports
was in the pavilion as a
guest - of - honour watching
the Anti-Sri Lankan demons-
tration as well.

It may also be remembered
that the demonstrators then
complained of the non-inclu-
sion in the Sri Lankan team
of Ravi Sathasivam, Gajan
Pathmanathan and Ponniab,
although al! three Tamils
were then in good form and
playing during the season
forthe U. K. Counties they
represented.

Kokk:. «
(Continuation of Page 1)

outcome of the Commission
of Inquiry.

The most important aspect
of the matter is that when

ever atrocities are committed
by the Army or other armed

forces of government against
the Tamils, the Governmens

has always condoned such
actions and in some cases

have patted the offenders on
promoting

their positions in the forces.

Whenever there is a public
outcry, the eye-wash of the

appointment of a Commision
of Inquiry has been resorted

to. How does one cxpect

these Commissions to do
an impartial work, when it

is appointed by the very
Head of the Offenders.
Invariably  the offenderg

have the secret backing of
the higher ups, if not actual
investigation from above
to commit atrocities against
the Tamils.

Some persons pointed out
the results of the De Alwis
Commission  appointed to
fnquire into the aeral

bombing of the MSF vehicle
at Vavuniya. Another person

told our correspondent about
the Sansoni ' Commission
appointed by J. R. Jayewar-
dene and said that when the

President is a party to the
conflict and Is chief perpetrator
of crime against the Tamils,
it will be futile to expect any
fair-p/ay or justice in the
hands of these Commissions.
In fact these Commissions
are appointed as an eye-wash
and to pass on the crime
to the very victims of the
crime.
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Confusion worse Confounded

Sometimes back we had news that President
Premadasa gave anm ultimatum to the members of the

All Party Conference (APC) He told the APC to give
its own proposals for the solution ef what is described

in Siohala quarters as the ‘mational problem’ by a certain
date and proceeded to say that should the APC fail to
do so the government would come out with its own
proposals,

The deadline has come and gome but neither the
APC nor President Premadasa has come forward with
any proposals.

In the meantime President Premadasa got the

Ambassadors of three European countries to enlighten
the members of the APC in regard to ideas for the

solution of the ‘pational problem'. And we have it that
the Ambassadors also did say something to the members

of the APC to enlighten them in regard to finding
ways and means of solving the ‘mational question’.
Still the APC is so sterile that it cannot conceive or
bring forth anything.

It is net only the APC bat all Sinbals peliticiaus
are in that pathetic position and unfortunately so because
of deliberate choice om their own part.

Week before last, om Thursday, when parliament

met and the question of the extension of emergency
came uwp for discussion several parliamentarians started

speaking on the ‘mational question’ and every ome
appeared to speak for the sake of speaking without
being ‘caught’ in any position. We had SLFP speakers

offerisg co-operatica to the Government all the time
witheut themselves indicating in any way the extent te

which they would co-operate but betraying all the time
their hidden inteat to make the ‘mational question, an
election issme to defeat their opponents.

Minister Ranil Wickramasinghe asked - let i¢ he
noted that he never suggested - whether a federal form
of Government would not be an appropriate solution.

The SLFP rose immediately to the occasion. Oge
M. P. frem the SLFP charged that the Government was
attempting to introduce a federal form of Government

and declared that the ‘people of this country’ would
never permit such a move.
Prompt came the demial from the Government

benches and Minister Wimal Wickremasinghe  stated
that the Government would not introduce a federal

fo_rm of Government which is contrary to the Constit-
ution - the Jayawardreae coastitation fof course,

And State Minister M. S. Sellasamy was heard to
appeal most pathetically and equally idiotically to

the Opposition to discuss the matter amongst themeelves
and come fo some agreed conclusions and then speak
to the Government. And so ended the deb.fe without
anyone putting forward amy concrete proposal  but
every one wanting the other to bell the cat- mot of
course to solve the problem but to get an advantage

over his opponent to weild a weapon at the bustings!

But President Premadass’s confusion seems worse
confouaded. He originally wanted three European Amba-
ssadors to enlighten the members of the APC but now
has made a right about turn and seems to be content
with the insular wisdom of the Baudha Sinhala funda-
mentalism. He has declared at Kamburupitiya that no
foreign advice or assistance is meeded to solve the

‘ational question’. One does mot know whether the
word ‘foreiga’ in Mr. Premadasa’s terminology has to

be given a restrictive meaning as referring to India
only er its ordinary meaning One does not sée any

recason why he should have hothered the Amb as-
sadors of the three European countries referred to.

to lecture to the members of the APC, if he thinks that
no foreign, advice or assistance is necessary.

Despite challepges from the Opposition, Mr. Prema-
dasa himself keeps mam as to what his own solution is
to the ‘national question’. Everyome not excludiog Mr,
Premadasa keeps on rambling general sentiments which
take mo one anywhere. .

They are all not merely confused but confounded.
.;Ihey :llo not bave any solution to meet the Tamil
emand.

Then why not agree to the only sensible alternative
now available? Leave the Tamils severely alone as they
demand and be rid of your headache for all time.

UNDERGRADS PROTEST-

Memorandam to President Presented

Undergraduate students
attached to the Uuiversity of
Jaffna took out a protest
demonstration on Monday
June 24:h, 1991 against the
Sri Lankan Government’s
recent genocidal attack against
the Tamils of Kokatticholal
in the Batticaloa District and
agiinst the attack on Unive-
rsity students by the armed
forces of the Sri Lankan
government. :

The Jaffna University stu-
dents marched out from the
University premises in proce-
ssion carrying placards and
banners. The procession went
through the important roads
and reached Jaffna Secretariat
where they handed over a
memorandum to the Additi-
onal Government Agent,
Jaffna to be forwarded to
President Premadasa. Later
the students went in proces-
sion to the office of the

ICRC Team at Jaffna and
handed over a memorandum
to the ICRC Team leader
also.

The memorandum presented
by the University students
stafes that the Tamils are

being continued to be rendered
refugees by the actions of
the armed forces and Tamil
women being subjected to
sexual assauit by Muslim
thugs. The genocidal attack
against the Tamils started in
June last year and is contin-
uing to date.

The memorandum refers
to the large scale arrests of
Tamil youths and refers
specifically to the case of a
final year Jaffna University
student named Jayaseelan
being arrested by Muslim
thugs and army personnel
at Vavuniya on Juame 8th,
991. Nothing is known of

this student to date. The
memorandum also refers to
the killing of some students
of the University after the
war broke out last Junme.
Arumainayakam of Kattaip~
arichchan, Kirupakaran of
Akkaraipattu, Thayalan of
Thuraineelavanai and Joseph
Jeyaraj of Kayts are some
of the students who have
been killed by the Sri
Lankan Army. Another
final year student, Mukunt-
han, had been seriously
wounded, when the Army
shot at him at Vavuniya.

The memorandum  also
states that a number of
University students from the
occupied areas are unable
to continue their studies
because of army action. The
memorandum calls upom
President Premadasa to stop
forthwith the military operat-
ions in the Northeast.

12. 6. 91

At Meenkamam in Mutur
14 Tamil civilians were
arrested by the Army. They
are S, Tharmalingam, S.Sun-
tharalingam .. Sithivinayagam
Kuachu, N.Sithmapranathan,
S. Rasu Kulasegarm, Shan-
mugarasa, K. Rasu, S Tha-

ngavadivel, K. Kunchu,
N. Rasan. L, Ramu and
Thurai.

At Batticaloa (Pallumalaj
Colony). ~ A lady was killed
by the army. 6 persons arre-
sted by the Army are-
Seenithamby, Kopalapillai,
Punniamoorthy, Kathirgama-
thamy and K. Ranjan.

13. 6. 91

Komari in Amparal District-
35 Tamils were arrested by
the Special Task Force. 15

of these were taken to the
STF camp.

14. 6. 91

At Iyakkachchi- Helicopter
attack aud artillery shell

from Elephant Pass Cam
directed towards Tyakkachchr,
Damage not verified.

NEWS
ROUND UP

At Tellippalai- The Army
stationed at Veemamkamam
fires artilery shells directed
towards Tellippalai. Damage
not verified.

At Valaichenai in Batticalao
6 persons were hacked to
death by Sri Lankan Army.
20 houses were burnt down.

15. 6. 91

At Vavuniya (Poovarasan
kulam) - 3 persons were killed
by Army opening fire. They
ate Kandasamy (2),. Senathi
(34) and Rajadorai (55)

16, 6. 91

At Vavuniya - Army opens
fire. A civilian Nagalingam
was killed.

20. 6. 91

At Thoppur in Trincomalee =
Two fishermen were killed
by Army opening fire At

Eruvil in Batticaloa. Army
rounded up and arrested

Y. Pakiyaraj and some other
persons,

21. 6,91

At Jaffna - Redd Barna
office and two houses were
damaged by artillery shell
attack from Army Camp at
Palaly.

23. 6. 91

At Kattuvan. Artillery shell
attack from Palalay camp.
Damage not verified

24.9.91

At Wellikantha in Batti-
caloa - Nine Tamils were
hacked to death by Sri Lan-
kan Army.

25. 6. 91

At Maviddapuram- S.Thu-
varagah was injured, when
Army opened fire. She was
admitted to Jaffna General
Hoaspital.

At lyakkachchi - Artillery
shell attack, Damage not
verified.

T. R O. Puts up School Building

Tamil Rehabilitation Org-
anization (T.R O ) Vadam-
aradchy East Branch  has
put up a mew building 100
feet by 16 feet comprising
five class rooms
Nagarkovil Msha Vidiyalay-
am. Most of the Isbour
involved in the construction
of the new  building, was
voluatarily provided free by
refugees from Myliddy, who
are now living in Vadmarad-
ehy East.

The new building was
formally declared open by

for the -

Mr. Manoharan, the resident

representative of the T.R.O.
Vadamaradchy East at a
ceremony held on Jume 11,
1991.

A public meeting followed
the opening of the new
building presided over by
Mr. K. Paramaguru, the
Principal of the Nagarkovll
Mahavidyalayam, Cluster
principals, teachers, members
of the Old Boys® Associat-
ion and a refugee student
from Myliddy addressed the

meeting, The girl students
sang the school anthem and
songs in praise of Tamil
language, v

The building has been

named after a former girl
student and LTIE cadre,

Niranjans who died in battle.

There are about 250
refugee students also now
admitted to this  sehool

which caused severe accom-.
odation problem in the
school.
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