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‘military might. In addition, though India was supposedly

India’s Sri Lanka Fiasco

‘“‘Amazingly, while the Accord repeatedly emphasised

the territorial integritv of Sri Lanka it did not, in return,
guarantee the important rights sought by the Tamils,

i. e. meaningful' devolution bordering on autonomy for
the minority community and protection from the Sinhala

acting on behalf of ‘the Sri Lankan Tamils. none of
their representatives were co - signatories to the Accord.
Given this lacuna,... a fiasco was clearly in the making.

Dr. Rajesh Kadian in bis Book: ]ndja’s Sri Lanka Fiasco

Sri Lankan Ait Force bom-
bers bombed Polikandy and
Valvettiturai. in the Vadama-
radchy area ! on  Thursday
December 5th.

The report from Vada-
maradchy states that on
December 5th Sr’ Lankan Air
Force planes bombed the

villaze of Polikandy at three
different times. First around
8-30 a. m. two bombers bom-
bed the village. Then again

after the lapse of an hour
three bombers were sighted

.over Polikandy whith drcp-

ped bombs in Polikandy. In
another half hour two bom

bers flew over Polikandy and
bombed the village.

Two ' persons
severe injuries. They are
Anton Mariadas (32) and Dr.

8. Subramaniam. The injured

were admitted to Manthikai
Hospital,

82 SEQhaleSe Guests of LTTE

It is learnt that 82 Sinha-
lese people (men ard women)
will be brought to Jaffna by
ship through th2 agency of
ICRC. The ship with these
Sinhalese crew is expecied
to arrive at Point Pedro on
December 13,

These 82 Sinhalese persons
are the close relatives of the
41 Sinhalese Police and Army
personncl held captives by
the LTTE.

Earlier the LTTE leader,
Mr. Velupillai- Pirabakaran

made an offer to allow the

parents or the close relations
of the Sinhalese captives to

visit th>-m. This was a huma-
nitarian gesture.

Mr. Pirabakaran’s offer was
conveyed to those concerned

and now it is reported that
82 anxious relatives of the
41 prisoners will be coming

.of the LTTE.

over to Jaffna to meet theil
relations in captivity.

It is further learn! that
while in Jaffaa these 82 Sin-
halese persons will be guests
The ; LTTE
will also make arrangements
for these people to meet the
captives and talk to them.
They will be able to directly
see how the captives are
treated and cared for by the
LTTE.

Prefate ddvises drmy Big Man

Reports from Kandy state
that the Head of the Malwatte
Chapter, a Buddhist Prelate
has met the| Chief of Joint
Operations Command, Lt.
Gen. Hamilton Wanasinghe,

when the latter was in Kandy,
recently. .

The report further states
that the Prelate has told
the Army Boss that the

Army shou!d involve itself

of Ceylon,

* Accordingly

Separate Administration
for Tamils and Sinhalese

Our British Colonial masters did wisely think that
the different peoples 'who dividedly possessed th> Island
shoula be ensured different systems of
aaministration too - subject of course to the
British System ' and Supervision,

they divided the administrative areas

overall

of the Island into two - Cingalese Districts and Aalabar
Disiricts.

According to Regulation No.6 of 1909,  Native
Headmen were to be in ths employ of the ‘‘*Cingal-se
Districts of Chilaw, Colombo, Caltura, Galle and Matara®®

Accord.ng to Regulaiion No, 24 of 1820 - Native
Headmen were entitlea to the 'ramk ““within the Mulabar
Districts of Putlam, Mannar, Jaffna patam, Trincomalce
and Batticalea®

British administered the Sivhala Districts through
Sinhala officers and the Tamil Districts through Tamil
officers. |

also in finding a solution to
the ethnic problem and the
Lt. Gen. should also be pres-
ent at any peace talks that
may take place.

Ven. Vipassi Thero, the
Head of the Malwatte
Chaptsr donated Rs 30,000/-
to the War Fund of President
Jayewardene, when the latter
was President. - Ven. Vipassj
Thero is known to be strongly
supportive of former President
J.R. Jayewardene.
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sustained

Five houses in the area
were  completely damaged.
A medical dispensary was
also damaged.

Polikandy came in for aerial
bombardment on thc morn-
ing of December 2nd. also
when an elderly woman See-
varatnam Mahsswary (56) sus-
tained severe injuries. Three
houses were also damaged
on the December 2nd attack.

The Sri Lankan Air Force
bombers also bombed Oori-
kadu in Valvettiturai on the
morning of December 5th.
A house was completely
damaged. The owner of the
hous: M. Balasubramaniam
and other inmates escaped

ihjury by taking shelter in a
trench.

Recently Lt. Gen. Hamilton
Wanasinghe, the Chief of the -
J. 0. C. gave a press inter-

view wherein he was qu ted
as, saying that indiscrimi-
nate bombing of the North
wou'd not take place there-
sfter. He was further quoted
as saying that all ae ia! bom-
bardment operations would
he personally approved by
him.

“Are all these civilian tar-
get bombings approved by
the Chief of the J. 0. C.7?

asked a resident of Valvetti~
turai.

Air Bombing takes toll of

Women and

Five persons including
women and children were
killed and a number of others
were  injured, when Sri
Lankan Air Force planes
bombed civilian residential
areas in Vellankulam in the
Mannar District on Monday,
November 25th.

Reports from Mannar state
that ‘on the morning of
Monday, 25th November, two
bombers and an Avro plane
belongirg to the Sri Lankan
Air Force started bombing
in Vellankulam, a residential
village in the Mannar District.

Children

Five persons died on the
spot. They are Jesuththevy
(female 26), Francis Angela-
thevy (female 24), Jegathee-
san | Soruban (male 06),
Vivekanandan Aritharan(maie
10), and Kanapthy Piraba-
karan (male 08).

Among the many people
who susta 'ned serious injaries
were V. Vijayaluxmi (female
26), T. Suresh (male 10),
S. Balachandran (male | 12),
and N Saratha (female 08).

The same reports ' add
that the Government Disp-
ensary, School and many
houses in the area were
damaged by aerial bombing.

Army General gives a Political

Interview

Lt. Gen. Hamilton Wana-
singhe, the Chizf of the newly
created Joint Operations Co-
mmand is reported to have
made a press briefing at
Kandy.

The reports say that Lt.

Gen. Hamilton Wanasinghe
stated that the Armv would

be able to occupy the entire
North in two or three moaths’
time. He has also further
said that the LTTE shoutd
lay down arms and that the
Tamil pecple should refuse
to support the LTTE.

It is further learnt that a
Prelate in the higcher echelons
of the Sinhala Buddhist hier-
archy Ven. Vipassi Thero, the

Head of the Malwatte Chap-

ter in Kandy met the Army
Boss in Kandy. '

LTTE Batticaloa Leader
~ Killed in Combat

The LTTE announced on
Sunday, December Ist, the
death of its Army Commander

in the Amparai and Batti-
caloa Distiricts.

According to the LTTE
report, *its = Amparai - Batti-
caloa Commander Lt. Col.
Joy died as a result of an
injury he received in battle

the previous day in the Batti-
caloa District,

The LTTE report further
said that 12 Sri Lankan soldi-
ers were: killed and a large
number of arms were reco-
vered from the Sri Lankan
soldiers in the battlein which

Lt. Col. Joy received his fatal
injury.
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The Editor,
Hot Spring

Referring to the Fditorial
in your Issue of 10 11 91
about Rev. Palipane Sri
Chandananada There’s prot-

st to the alienation of land

at Pallegala Estate to the
Estate Tamil workers,

The Buddhist way of life

as ex>mplified by the Master,
does not stress the acquisit-
jon of material possessions,
the aspiration for personal
fame and power, nor to the
clinging to the . thought of a
permanent ego, nor a blind
conformity to existing social
institutions and praeices.

The Buddhist, is to stand
as a person before persons,
men are to be hig feiow men
and uot meaas for purposes
of domination or exploitatfon.
Iater - p:rsonal relations are
to be sutfused with Bene-
voleuce, Righteousness and
Compassion. Buddhism with
its ethical code, its Eight-fold
Path, gives u4 an 1deal of
cooduct which is unsurpassed
in .asy
known. In its teacning of the
law ot cause and cfiect, in
its sircss upon toe uniy of
all lile and the relative
unimporiauce of the Personal
Selt, it emnancipaies the ego
from  eathralment o! the
lower nature and 118 striviog
for scli; 1t showa' us  the
perfecied man in the person
of the Aranat acd hold out

to all bumans the glory of

‘achieyement.

Juaging by the above
standards  and expectations.
from Ahe Buddhisis 1 this

island, a serious doubt has
arisen, be they be
or men ia  robes,
whether they are  coming
within the accepted norms.
Every asprct of His Teach-
ings stand defiled. Quise so,
because Buddhism is not a
religion  where God s
personified as the Supreme
Being. Buddhism is a philoso-
phy and like any piece of

as: to

religion man  has

laymen ‘

legislation, could be easily
defiled. There is no fear of
consequences as in the case
of other religious principles,

. Rev. Chandananda There’s
protest to H:s Exceilency the
President’s move to alienate
lands at .aliegala to the
Estate workers,  reveals his
aspiration fer psrsonzi power
among felow - Buddhists- His
lust for egoism Who s
fooling whom? You can fool
some peopie all the time.
but not all the people all
the time. Does th: Preje

fecel he cam fool all the
Sinhala lay Buddhists ai]
the time?

If this Island and its

peoples are solely deperdent
upon Tea, Rubber, Cocoa
and Coconuts as their princi-
pal exomomy, - it is ducio
the cheap and bard labour
of the Estate workers who
toiled with the sweat of thejr
brows aud helped the Isiand
and its peeples to  the
present standard of economic
sell - sufticie cy. Taey were
docile workers who toiled
urd:r  trying condtions,
inclement weather and poor
pay which | €Ceylon jabour
would have bru:hed aside.
With the BEstates coming
uader S'ate purview, we have
witnessed how conditions have
deteriorated with labour conf-
lcts and strikes, Sooner or
later, the Gouvernment may
bave to globe-trot  with

begging bowls for essensial
commodities.

Rev. Chandanarda Thero’s
protesis would be Jusufied,
if the Sinnalesz Jabour bhad
been willing workers, abie to
make sacrifices  as  trye
Buddhists in the name of
their tard aad religion, Since
Independ nce we have records
of how state machinery has
functioned. labour disputes,
strikes and | disrespect for
law and order have become

the’ order of the day. Thefis

and | misappropriation = of
public funds and utilitizs have
permeated public Iife.
Political patronage is given
to parties and their sycoph-
ants who have crippled | the
State machinery. The whole
Island has been  viriually
reduced to anmarchy. '

Rev. Chandananda Thero
as Head of ithe Asgiriya
Chapter, I believe, is* well
acquaint:d with the teachings
nt  Lord Buddha Lerd
Buddna sought to lead men

by a well - d=fined path to
a goal which might well be
termed Salvaiion and Nir-
vana: Those who attain
Nirvana rid th2mselves of
their individualiry ard reach
the light of 'a new spiritual
way. I dorot wishto dwell
far too deep into ' these
aspects, as the Prelate with
the high  position he has
reached in thte Sect, should
knowv best and abstiin from
controversial issues that tend

“to d.file the nobie thoughts

 The Plight of GCE (0/L)

December,

The Ed.tor,
Hot Spring.

Reference the forthcoming
GCE (O/L)examination which
is schcduled to be held from
9h to 18th December, 1991,
it is saddening to observe
that some candidates have

not yet received their Nationa)
or Postal Identity Cards from

" the Department of Registra«

tion of Persous and the Post

- Master Gzneral, Colombo.

It must be pointed out
that no Temporary [dentity
Cards will. be ' acceptd by
the Department of Exzmin-
ations. 1he authorities should
take suitable measures to
remedy this situation.

These candidates are una.
ble to continue studies = at
night due to lack of lights.
Moreover. the sua sets early
in the months of November
and Deccember and ther:fore/
it is dark early. Their con-
centration on studies is futher
disturbed by operations by
sicurity forces intermittently
and without prcvocaiion at
all.

Of National heroize of
“This tiny Tumil Eelam

To visit these countries

But Purwathy ' Achehi,
‘vu are adamant, you

Starving and  suffering

- You have a Son in London You
You have a son in Canada And
You have another in France You

- dnd the last one in Colvmbo Ate

f You
You have received letters
You have received invitations

With pre paid air tickets

Before you go to the cemetery. S

Do not want to go, when
The pecple iround you are

Parwathy Achchi, Yon» are Great!

Parwathy Achchi, You are Great,
You are the living symbol

Bombed and killed, properties
- dre destroyed and

Dwelling in cartle sheds.

If you do wish to go,
can go to lmdon
see the Beauty of Thames
can go to Canada
see the sky high towers
can go fo France
And admire the beauty of Paris
Buat you do not want to go
When your people in
Barticaloa, Amparai and Trinco
Are in ihe refugee camps
Treated like caitle, taken
Qut, raped and molested
Cut and chopped,

Manian

1991

- This  is an Tslandwide
Public = Ex'mination, The
future of ‘h-'se students de-
pends on their psrtormance
at this Examination.

The total lack of public
tran:port, scarcity of paper,
pen, soap (both for washing
avd toder) and Jack of fire-
wood to cook meas on time
are some of ithe difficulties
they have to contend wilh.

of Lord Bud tha and confine
bhimself to the best intgrestn
of himself, the clergy and

the Buddhist population zad
redeem the island from its

present  predicament by
preaching the teachings of
Lord = Buddha and  the

propagation of the Eight~fold
path.

Unless serious thought is
given to these lofty Bucdaist

id als, it may be too late
for those in yellow robes
and they may ultima'ely face

total extinction from the
Buddhist world!

D. Jeevanandham

Vathiry

Candidates

It is sincere’y h p:d that
the relevant authorities, par=
ticularly ths ICRC would
come forward to ‘Save th:ir
Souls’ tor which act of
humanpitarianism  they will
alaays be grateful.

As the Chinese proverb
goes ‘it is better to light a
candlo than curse the dark-
ness’ Piease spotiight these
difficulties in your jouraal.

Vayavilan J. Arulanandam

Human Rights Violations in
North East Sri Lanka

Editor,

:Hot Spring

Sir,

We the ordinary people in
North S¢i Laoka are uand.r-
going - immcnse hardship due
to the complete disregard to
Human Rights shown by the
Sit Lankan Government.

We shouid be immensly
obliged 1f the Foriegn Dip-~
lomatic Corp in Sri Lanka
upitedly take steps to get
the Sri Lankan Guvernmeat
to at least stop FIRING
ARTILERY SHELLS from
their several  Army Camps
and Navy Vessels.

Besides the loss of life &
limb and damage to prop-rty,
this firing or shells attccis
the peeple psychologicaily in
a very big way. When bombs
are dropped by bombers
or straffing is carried out
by heliceprers the emotional
suffering ' is only of short
duration, the time the
aircratt is over you. Butin
the case of sheling from
Army Camps and Navy
Vessels it s a 24 hour
NIGHTMARE.

S. Alagaratnam
Urumpirai.

Saiva Savant Remembered

The 127th birth Anniversary
of J. M. Naliasamypillai was
cclebrated by the Young
Men’s Saiva Association at

Kaatharmadam on November
24:h.

Mr. A. N. Yoganathan who

presided at the commemora-
tion meeting traced the hise
tory aod work of J. M.
Nallasamypillai.

Mr, Yoganathan said that
the great scholar was born
at Tiruchirapalli in Famil -
Nadu on the 24th of Novem-
ber, 1864. He graduated in
Philosephy at the age of 18
and later proceedcd to study
Law. He practised as an ad-

vocate at the age of 24. Giving
up the Bar, Mr. Pillai joined
the Bench and functioned as
a judge for 20 years.

After retirement he devoted
himself entirely to the pro-
pagation of Saiva  Siththaa-
tham. He rendered iuto
English most of the philoso~
puical works in lamil. His
English traaslation of Tamil
works in Saivaism made
known to' non - Tamils the
greatness of Saiva thought
and philosophy. He edited
an Eoglish journal called
*‘Light of Truth’> for 14

(Continued on Page 6)
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AN OPEN

LETTER TO

MR. STEPHEN SOLARS

Chalrman of U. S. Congress Committee on

Aslan and Pacific Affairs.

In the course of the war
for liberation in Sri Lanka
Tamil rebels are acting per-
fectly lawfully since the polity
of the Dominion of Ceylon
was a conditional polity both
by reason of | the provisions
of Article 29 of the Consti-

tution of the Dominion polity |

as ‘well as by the undertaking
given in the Floor of the
House by D. S. Senanayke
the then undisputed leader of
the Sinhalese in inviting the

Tamils to join the Sinhalese in
working ‘the new Coastitu-

tion, 1. e. the Soulbury Consti-
tution which ultimately be-
came, with minor amendments
ths Constitution of ‘the Do-
minion of Ceylon. Ardicle 29
grants power to the ‘Legisl-
ature/to ‘make [laws 'for good
government, peace and secu-
rity but specifically denies
capacity to enact any legi-
slation in favour of or adv-
' -erse to any particnlar com-
munity which d@es notequally
apply to every | other comm-
unity.

When the non - discrimin-
ation ! provisions of ‘the
Constitution were violated
and ultimately the entrenched
Clause for non-discrimination
was sought to be annulled,
the Tamils have the rightto
opt out of the polity which
is clearly a conditional polity.
The demand for Eelyom, the
homeland of the Tamils to
be made a Sovereign State
is .a logical :and lawful con-
sequential  step.

India

But certain <¢ountries, not-
ably ' India, | Britain ard
United States are insistent
on asserting the sovereignity
and -integrity of Sri Lanka
to -encompass the North and
East, the Homeland of the
Tamils. Obviously they are
acting in pursuit of a strongly
myopic self interest. India
has been mesmerized by the
wily old President Jayewar-
dene with a simple manthram:
An independent state of two
million ‘Tamils will mean 4
Jortiori another Tndependent
State of sixty million “Tamils.
“The innuendo | behind this
manthram ‘is simple. Tamil
Nadu in India will be inspired
to -secede and | become an
mdependent state which -will
lead to the disintegration of
India. India was a well integ-
‘rated political unit-at the time
-of Independence. But to day
‘New Delhi is apprehensive of
India getting |disintegrated.
This fear is the resuit of
four decades of exercise ' of
imperium by New Delhi and
its ‘attitude of ignoring the
autonomous character of'the

- was

‘the centre

States In fact the description
the Federal Republic of the
Indian Union is fraudulent.
The Constitution adopted on
Independence under the lead-
ership of Nehru really provides
for an Empire controlled
from New Delhi. Almost 90%
of the provisions of the Indian
Constitution  constitute a
carbon copy of the Govern-
ment of India Act of 1935
which is an Imperial contra-
ption. In addition Jawaharlal
Nehru ijatroduced a provision
by which the political faction
in power in New Dethi could
dismiss any ‘elected Govern-
ment of the Statesand diss-
olve the State Legislature
without assigning any reason.
This Imperial | provision was
frequently resorted to for

. the benefit of the political

faction in power in New
Delhi. The composition -of
the State Cabinets (if congress
was in power in the State)
determined 'at New
Delhi; if another | political
party was in | power, New

‘Delhi was -busy in topling

the state Government. The

to .achieve anything

as the State has to depend
on the discretionary authority
of the Centre to obtain
bulk of the fimancial resou-
rces. The Congress party at
really | plays a
tyrannical role over the States.
This built - in Imperium of
New Delhi is really respo-
sible' for ‘the .erosion ‘of the
sense of Indian - ness and
pride in being an Indian
-among a growing propoition
of the Indian population.
India is really qualifying to
be an Imperii Defensor. It
seeks to defend the Sinhala
‘Sri Lankan Empire over the
Eelyom Tamils in order to
imaistain the imperial structure
in India. Hence itsigned.an
Agreement with full of con-
tradictions and sought to

employ its military machinge | s

| NGO*’S-A'tte*ntio,nA Drawn

to crush Eelyom Tamils and
their pursuit of Independence.

Britain.

Britain’s action in asserting
the sovereignty of Sinhala
Sri Lanka over the homeland
of the Tamils is very-easily
-explained. Edmond Burke, the
British  philosopher, -stated
with uncanny accuracy ithat
bureaucrats will fight with
.much ‘tepacity to defend
their errors as .if they were
fighting to .defend their
patrimony. Britain wants to
defend its colossal error in
its Imperial past of lumping
‘together two different nations
‘namely the ‘Sinrhalese and
the Tamils who held divided

—
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possession of the Island from
a very ancient period. Britain
acted under the apprehension
that if the Tamils in the
Island were mnot marginalized
politically they would bring
the Island into | the vortex
of strident Indian nationalist
agitation which .was at peak
levels from the twenties of
this century. 'Britain regarded
the Tamils as likely to get

aligned | with the Indian
Nationalist struggle; it was
convinced of the Empire

loyalism of the Sinhalese and
felt that the imposition of a
Constituion | which would
transfer power into the hands
of the Sinhalese would ensure
ultimately an Empire loyal
Brown dominion which could
be .a model for the rest of

Somasunitharam
Vanniasingham

Britain’s colonial possessions,
There is  no other explanation
for. Britain imposing the
Donoughmore  Constitution

'powers of the State Govern- | Which was opposed 1o by

'ment
'tangible was severely retricted

all 'the Tamils barring one
proved bribe receiver called
E.R.Thambiuttu. The Dono-
ughmore' Constution dashed
away all | Constitutional
safeguards provided for the
miaority Tamils and paved
the way for the Sinhala
Imperium over the Tamils.
‘The Donoughmore scheme
was accepted in the Legislative
Council by = only a | slim
majority, of ‘two votes,
Of | these two votes | one
was that of a Tamil
Legislator proved to be a
bribe receiver.  Definitely
Britain was not unaware that
Constitution making should
be a matter of consensus.
To  impose a Constitution
which disregarded all the
earlier safeguards (accepted
in the Legislature by only
S0 ! nmarrow a | majority)

Pigo 3 ‘

Part 1 of the Open Letter to Mr. Solars
| was published in our gssue 1-12-9].
the second and last purt of the Ietter

This 1s

constitute a determination to
marginalize the Tamils in
the fond hope of nursing an
Empire Loyal Sinhala domin-
ion in the island. |In the
e¢vent Britain was | disillus-
ioned,  Progressively  the
Sinhala majority not only
acted against the Tamils but
also liquidated most of
Brit'sh  investments in the
Island and ' saw to it that
Britain’s  exports to the
Island were whittled down.

United States

The attitude of the U.S.
in ignoring the merits of the
claims of the Tamils and
the complete lack of legal
validity for  Sinbala Sri
Lanka can only be explained
by what may be termed the
‘establishment mentality’,
Both individuals 'and collect-
ive persons whe are well off
and established suffer from
an inherent pre-disposition
to support, preserve and
maintain the existing structure.
Anything radical appears to
them to be something which
should be resisted.

When the International
Monetary Fund was establ-
ished, the United States of
America was the master of
ceremonies. The scheme
of the Fund accepted meekly
existing par values of the
currencies of the member
countries although these par
values = terribly ' overvalued
such currencies 'and were
maintained at that time only
through stringent exchange
control and import restrict-
ions. These | anamo'ous par
values gave immense trouble
in the management of
international finance and took
several years before a sensible

scheme for altering the par-
values of different countries

to  realistic levels. The confi-
guration of polities in Asia
and Africa by the Western
imperial powers were highly
artificial and the acceptance
of such configura‘ion is really
the route of internecine

warfare killing and violence

and political ‘instability in
most parts of Asia and
Africa.

Misguided Notion

A  misguided notion that
ethnic codflict ' in most' of
the = Asian and | African
countries arise from lack of
economic ' performance ‘and
that Liberal Aid from the
West would strengthen ‘the
€conomies and eliminate the
€auses of friction is @ a
¢omplete illusion. The econo-
mic aid pumped to these
Countries is really spent on
armaments which | escalate
violence and | internecine
warfare. As mare aid flows
from the West | to these
countries the moral fahric | of
public  life is uadermined,
inequities multiply corruotion
and  bribery, records |of
phenomenal increase quite
apart from a strong tendency
for thes regime to develop a
tyrannical = ontlook. Easy
monev  militates against
financial  discipline and
promotes | the power |of
unpopular | regimes. An
official of the U.S.Embassy
delivered a talk some years
ago at the Jaffna Campus.
At the end of the talk the
writer asked a simple quest-
ion as follows; Has the
United  States of America
which lays great stress on
Research ever undertaken a
Research to find out why
goodwill among! the third
world 'countries towards the
United States |, varies in
inverse  proportion | to the
amount of Dollar Aid given
to such [countries? The
Otficial smiled ‘and |evaded
an answer by saying that
such | research should be
undertaken. It is high time
that | United :States of
America examied whether the
vast flow of Dollar Aid iis
received by worthy receipients
and whether the ben:fit .of
such aid laccrues to the
people.

On the Needs of Women

SCF (UK) ‘Save Cht]dren
Fund sponsored a ‘workshop

recently ' (16-11-91) at the
Gnanam’s Hotel, Jaffna on

the problems and needs .of
women presently |.displaced
and distressed due ‘to the Sri

Lankan Army activities in the
Northeast.

The aim .of the workshop
was to -share the ideas and
experience of income - gene-
rating Schemes for women.
Prof. K. Sivathamby who pre-
sided over the meeting, ex-
plained the plight of Jaffna

women  and requested the

Groups to study in detail the
various Schemes relating to

Handicrafts, Animal @ hus-
bandry, Small - scale business

for both short-term wartime
and long-term projects. Repre-
sentatives from Non-Govern-
ment Organisations and inter-
ested individuals actively
participated | and submitted
their reports. The President

thanked the group for their
reports and recommendation$

and also the Represtative SCF
(UK) |who 'took such -an

interest.

Bomber Atthok
At Kompady

Two persons -were dnjured
when a Sri Lankan Air Force
plane dropped five bombs at
Kompadi near Elephant Pass
on Tucsday, November 26th.
‘Three ‘boats were  also . dama-
ged. =
It is reported that on Novem-
ber 26th morning an Air Force
plane, attacked Kompady
where passengers were travell-
ingin boats. At the sight
of the plane, the passen-
gers fled to safety but the
piane dropped five | ‘bombs
which damaged | three boats
and injured two persons

One| of those, injured was
Sebastiampillai - | Sivagnanam
(20) of Murasumoddal and
the other is a boatman.
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Late Hon.C. N. Annadurai, |

popularly | ‘and | lovrngly
known as “ANNA” | was the
greatest indomitable genuine
egalrtarran of lTaml Nadu.
He was respected and ad-
mired by ihe Tamil Speak-
ing people all over 1he
WOrld: for | his lncessant self-
less scrvice rendere to. ihe
’lamll Speakmg commumty
1n all spheres of hfeI |

He was an erhdrtc% scholar

in Tamil and Enghsh He was
the uqequalled thlnkel‘ rato-
nalist, writer. refprmel‘ orator
and statesman of Tan%ll‘Nadu

| He partrqrpateé:l in tlre Antr-
Hindi cempaign lrganr#ed
and led by an Eezha Tamil -
Eezhaththu Sivananda Adikal,
against Hindi rmperla ism and
went to prison}I Algain | in
1965 he led the| Anti - Hindi
Campargn in l‘arnll Nadu,

. When hq beca e Chjef
Mmlster of M drag State,
a resolution was passcd | in
the leglslatlve lassembly | to
name  the Madras ytate as
‘VTAMIL NADU” g

Eezham Tamll hplped
Anna’s Educatlonal '
Career '

Dumng studenthood Anna
was a brrlhant studen: at
Pachchayapas College Mad-
ras. Anna | obta;ned ia Pn‘st
Class in the lnter Arts| Examr-
natrom In those days it was
a rare achievement, for | a
non - brahmin Tamil | Student
like Ahnadurai. He was eligi-
ble to follow the B A. (Hons.)
class. But |his parents idid
not have adequate means to
spend for the hrgher eduea-
tion for three | yeats. He
therefore, dec:dqd to follow
the ordinary B. A. class and
then seek employment. |

- Mr. Sinnathambypillai, who
was the principal| of Pachcha-
yappas’ Collegelat that time
requested Anna | to join the
B. A. (Hons)) class Anna told
him about his | plight pqh-
tely and regretted his ipability
to. follow the ,Honi class
because of the rn allequate
means of his pareuts The
prmcnpal said, 1Amqng orur'
Tamil students enly a: velry
fow score the highest marks
like you and they must pro-
gress well in the | | higher edu-
cation. As such | I have deci-
ded to grant you aSGholar-
shrp at my dlscretlon Jto
follow the B. A. (Hons) class.”
Anna replied as follows l‘If
the necessary books are also
purchased ‘for my studres ,rn
add.tron td the seholarshrp,

l
§
l
l

GZha
Annﬂﬁ

TGS SRR

I

1

-

I wrll the‘ln be able to follow
| the Hons. class.” The Princi-
| pal Concdded Annals request
'and (Anna followed tne ﬂans
class. ; ! l

l

l
These J‘acts regard ing the

' Scholarship are given in pages

5 & 6 of the bookl:t| ‘ANNA-
VIN 'VAZl-I KAI KURIPPUK-
KAL (Nbtes on Anna’s Bio-
graplhy) lnl Tamil complled by

bhshed b
House - First  edition 1950
Secohd edmon 1951.

The Pnncxpal Smnathamby-
prllar refe]!rred to above was
the brother of late K Kana-
pathypxllax, Survevbr from
«Thambaeheddy, Puloly West,
Pome Pedro Beforp he | be-
carnes the Principal| he was
ithe P‘rofessor of Mathematics
at Pachcha\ appas’ Collfege.
Smnathambyp jllai’s dauzhter-
in - law Mrs. Sunthareswary
SrvagnanaSuntharam andi his
gran chrlliren are living at
Tha bacheddy, Pulgly west,

Point Pedro. :The | elderly
gentleman| Mr. Kanagasaba-
pathy who was dwellind at
lKancheephrarn clpser | to
‘Annas house is still 11Vmg
at Puloly West. When he
\was young he | had fthe pri-
vrlege of | meet ng ProfeSsor
Srnnathambyplllal in person
and COnversed with h1m at
Pachohayapas College.

An na and
Ezhdththadlkal

Anna and Ezhaththadikal
were rmtnnate friends. Ezha-
ththadrkalSs native | vﬂlage
was Vadalladarppu ln Jaffna
istrict. Navalar N’edunehe-
zhrvan, Mmlster in Tamil
]Nadu State at present was
he editor| of 4‘Ma1ram -a
Tamil magazme Innthe issue
pf the magazme dal‘}ed 5 -
l955 he wrote about
thadrkal as follows:

| ‘Ezhaththadxkal who i§ in
charcre ot‘ ‘Dravida Nadu”
(a Tamil Weekly paper) was
once upon a time| known

as Ezhaththu Sivanadda Adi-
kal. [

Kamandalam (Sages’ water

can) | in his hand, | saffron
robes  on his | bady,
holy ash |on his forehead,

bead rounqd his neck, sandals
on his feelt and with shayen

,head he dppeared as a holy

Samt befqre1938 He was
}born in lEezhanadu He

appeared as a  saint at hrs'

young age and was on p1lgrl-

- mage to holy shrrnes and

temples and finally |he esta-
bhshed at |Karur a spiritual
organlsatloh known as ‘Arl-
vuthya Kﬂzhakam” and was

Anbu Pazham | Nee’and i pu- |
i New Inia Book(

EZhath-

®

’. | | .
1ml)ued lin spmtual practlces
such as Srva Sakthi poojas,
He had mtense love for
Tamil and was verv keen tq
prqmote the | progress of the
language. henl comrade
Rajagopalacheharxar |sssuecl a
report statmg that he would
make Hindi | mpulsorv
SubTeCt it who Eezhaththa-
drkal was seht the! first tele-
gram to | ,Ach&]arrar opposmg
rt. He was the per-
started the Anti -

{ his {repo
soniwho

di Campalgn. Then onlyl
pe::fle like Navalar - Bhara-
thiar, Periyar %Ramasamy and|
Arignar Anna participated,
in the camp: 1gn He served‘

he first dlctator of the
campaign and entered the
prisjsn. When|Adikal dressed|
in saffro roPes entered the|
prrson nna| also entered
the |prisan in| Madras. Both|
of them were lodned in B class
of the Prison. They met each
other amil were able to ex-
change their ideas, AFhkali
was attral:ted y Arlnas pro-v
found 1detrls 1mmen$ely thtle
by little Phere were signs of

traanor tion! in the devo-
sajnt and he be¢ame

tional » !
a rationalist.” b | ;
| { {

|

1t shouldibe rdxtcra ed and
remembered| for lever that rt
was an| Ezha Tamrl who was
the first Tamil who fouOht

arr‘d led the camnaron gainst
Hindi mpemahsnﬁ in| Tamrl
Nadu. |

When (‘ommunal rlots
broke out in Cevlon tn May
1958 apd when |the ;Tam!ls
were sldughtéred by the Srn-
halese
by the Communalist Bandara-
nayake | regime, iAnn was
the first le%aderl in | Tamil
Nadu who brganisedT mile
long demonstration in Mad
ras to| protest against the
genocidg co%mm;tlted by the
Sixfahall 1mpe‘rrahst and gavle
a rinemorandum tolthe deputy
High Comm ssmnler for Cey-
lon in Madras at that time.
In | his lucid editorials wrltten
in his English wéekly ‘paper
“Homeland” and ITamrl
weekly paper ‘Drhvndanadu”
he warned the Sinhala Imperr—
alist that history would repeat
its¢lf. l |

ol

1

1t is
gretable| that| the successors
of | Anma Have lcomjlete]‘
forgotte thel lofty ideals fo{
which Anna dadrcated his
entlre lrfe and fought nnces-
santly. Af'ter his | dem}se his

paqty lehders were fi htmg
ambngstl each other t cap-
ture the k)owe; to rule [['amll

l

hoodlums 1n%rgatdd :

ur1fqrtuna§te and re-
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l

adu (orgettmg the lbatrnotlc
ideal for V‘%’hrch Anna sacri-
ced rs hfe The cleavage

the party led to the down
ll of Anpas fundamental
rmcrples ’Both the drvmons

f the ori 1nal Annas Party
sought the ~embrace jof the

elnemy mdl Imperialist
P@rtv to Wm the elections
ft Tamil Nadu. They have

rgotten the past history of
the party. It was lan off .
shoot | of the Self lRespect
aj d Dravrdran Movement 1t
“l doubtf'ultwhethert e pre-
sent dav lhaders of Tamil
xiadu ruling party | except
on Nedunchezhxan know
the sacrlhcl: of several lea-
ders and thousands olf mem-

bers who fought agamst Hindi
Imp Jrrahsm. |

{Eezha Tamrls who 1sought
asylum as refugees rq Tamil
Nadu are being driven from
piller ‘o post and the rel‘u
students are not consnde-ed
on compassionate grounds

for admrssrohs in Edudational
Iqsututrons ; |

i

;The famohs Frcnch]Wrrter :

Rpusseau sald “Those who
would treat polmcs and mora-

lity apart w1ll never | under-
stand one or the other!” The

leaders should not im at
power and sense - enjoyment
only. They must aim at

orahty, J?stice and Tran-

quility. {
T — AHYILYAM’ :

l

The Natron$l Heroes Day

belld and hgh.hng of lamps |
on the mldmglgt of November g

27t Every hlouseholder in |
Jaffia lit 01l lamps at hrs
or her house.] |

i i i
. Following j\e ringing ot‘
| bells and.i lig ‘ting of lamps
all over |Jaffna, the Leader
of the LJI[E,I spoke over|
the Vol ce Df Tigers - the |
LTTE brbadcastmc service. |

Nlatlomal Heroes l

started with the pealing of | a imammoth

Y !
|
I

On the evemng otf the 27tb.
meetmg was
held at lhe Jafi’na Um\?ersrty
premlse Mr K. Mihenthlr-
arajah ths Presrdent of the
Peop ¢’s) Front ot‘ Lib: ratlon
Tlger, nd Mr. Yogaratnam

| Yogi were among the quakers

who ad ressed the meel,lng
1

The qreetln&, was preceded
by a parade of the LTTE
cadres and personnel the
Tamil ;Eelam Pohcel Ser
vice. Tﬂe nnpressrve parade

l

Lit] qens

The Jaffna (llmzens Gom-'
mittee in| a letter addressedf
to the Ptesrdent has drawn

11011[

suppll ¥ mmedlately

The szeris Committee
has lfurther gaid - that 20%
of the popula ion m Jaff'na

The | supply of milk foods
through ships| up |to now
consitutes only

}
1

!
=

} { §
! {

constrtuate children under five |

7%{ of ;the |

_ Comm] ttab |
[or zllhillrens Milk Roods

his attentlxon to the crrucal;
avallabxhty of lmlk;
lfoodls for‘ chrﬁdrenl and| has |
requested | him to orderi the |

i

% Supphes

llppeals

{

total requlre;rnent{ of | mrlk

foods. Feedlng mbthers are

not able to rovide breast-
fed! mllk; becﬁxse they ;hemﬂ
selves are gross‘ under -
nourr»hen Most cows in the
District vhave! been killed by
bombmg and shelhn -and
the remaindér lack [food,
b'ought mto Jaffna
by Eroad. tranlsport have slso
ceased after the Sangupnddy
jetty had been closed as an|
inlI with the Sn Lagrkan
forces cmmg mto this ; area.

Day Celebratlons

wts watcheld by the [people
who thronge‘d in their thou-
sands ‘0 see it. The procee-
dmgs conneqfed with [Natio-
nal Heroes’| Day came to a
close at 5-(00p m,

Heavy
- Air Attack
5At Kachchai

Sri Lankan Air Force planes
carried out heavy air |attack
at’ Kachchai in the Chava-
kachcherr area In iall 16
bombs were ‘dropped n this
copstal area which caused
extensive damage 'to fishing
boats beachéd there.

‘A resident pf the area, Vari-
th‘amby Marl(andu (male 60)
also sustained severe injuries
and was admitted to xJaffna

Hospital for treatment
l

B S o ot 'Y

A}

In the crtcumstances the
Citizens’ Committee has re-

sufficient for at least three
months, According to Citi-
zens’ Committee the est‘umated
rehmrernentl of milk| foods
fo a month forthe children

the sick is 480 oqo kilo-
gr ms. l
i i

5

}

ship children’s mzlk{toods

quested that the Presrdent,
must rmmedrately arrange to




HOi SFPRING

Page 5

08-12 - 191

As a pecpla  dispersed
thronghout the  world for
more | than two thousand

years, the Jaws wers refugees
.in all parts of ths globe,
wherever they resided. They
continued to be a persecnuted
lot. But during the WNazi
regime of Hitler, the Jews
in their thousands were sent
to the gas chambers' and
they foced genocide.

Times changed when the
Axis powers weie defeated
aad the victoriouns five nations

U.SA.,, USSR, UK.,
France and China came to-
gether to  establish the

United Nations* Organisat-
ion.

The partition of the British
mandated territory « f Pale.t-
ine wis made puossible by a
resolution pasted in  the
Usited Nations. This paved
the way for the birh of a
new Nation in Palestine and
modern Israel entered the
Comity of Nations. Ben
Gurion, the tather of the
Isracli Naticn could not have
procizimed the New State
of Israel, if Soviet Union
and tke Communist bloc
countries tailed to cast their
votes it su>port of the motion
to partifion Palestine,

The creation of I.rael had
brought about a National
Home for the wandering
Jews of the world but in
this process bad wade another
people,  Palcsiinian Arabs
lose their homeland,

" the militants

Fel

The United Nations Org-
anisation which help:d the
creation of Israel, is today
atrevpting  to solve | the
Pol-s inian Tssue again by
trying to find a State for
the Palestinian Arabs too,

within the borders «of the
Palestirian territory.

After  the Jews ard
Palestinian Arabs, t'e Sii

Lankan Tamils are attrac'ing

the atteation and concern «f

all tho'e who cherish Human
Rights. To capitaliss on
this corcern, the Tam:l Nation
has to do quite a lot of lob-
‘bying in Iaternations! Forums
including that of the United
Natioas® O-ganisation. While
wage war in
the battie fie'ds  evervone
who bhas the couse of Felam
‘at heirt must leive no stone
unturned to istcrnationalise
the Eclam demsnd in the
way the Jews got about in
America to bring abou: the
Birth of Israel and ia the
way the Pale:tinian and other

Arabs are now doing the
wor'd over. But for the
international lobbying, the
UNO will not bother ijt=

self io convening an Internat-
ional Confere/ce in Madrid
(Spain) and Washington to
resolve the Palestizian prob-
lem. :

The Tamil.prhhlem in this
Island is as old as the UN
proclaimed Chasrter of Human

Rights jiself. The Charter
of Human Righis was
universally declared on
December 10th, 1948. But

what happend in the sane
month of the same year in
this Island of Ceylon?
Tamil Estate workers were
disenfranchiscd  Colonisation
of the traditional Jamil
Homeland too was carded
on rcgardless so as to affcct
the demography of the {amil
territory.

Any country on admission
to the: UN must ipso facto
resognise the Charier of
Buman Righ's ard also
promote its ebseryance i hin
its own boundaries. Ceylon
was knocking at ths doors
of UN It has had to wait
a long while for its admiss-
jon, asthe USSR was blocking

it, obvicusly for other reasons,
The Tamils shouid have done
quite & lot of lobbying to pre-
vent Ceylon gaining edmission
on the ground of its tainted
Human Rights record, citing
the examples of Ceyion
Citizenship Act, the
imposition of the Kandyan
Flag as the National Flag
over the Kingdoms of Kotte

Oaniy Otficial language

and Jaffna, colonitation of
the Tamil hemelands which
even started b-fore Independ-
ence ard acccleratcd afier
Ind:perd:-nce, the Sishala
Act
the stzpdardisation of marks
on a linguistic basis (which
came a litlie fater).

Had the Tamilsdone proper
lobbying  in “iaterraioral
circles, two things could have
bappened Sri Lacka could
have found it  difticult o

VENTHAN

obain admission on  the
grounds of its Human R ghts
violations or in the alternative
¢ouid  have rec'ified @ its
record  of Humaa Rights
viclation prior to sceking
admission.

Even afterwards the Tamils
showed general apathy tow-
ards organising UN Day
or Humain Rights Day. Of
course, there were functions
orgadised by the Government
Agents or Assistant Govern-
ment Agents but they were
under gove nmest agais ard
Human R gats violationscon'd
not have found a plac: under
such g vernmeat spoasorship=
even invitees were governoment
suuporters |

‘Human Rights

The only exceptions to such
fuactions were when NT.
K. Nesiah ard a former
Member of parliament, the
late Mr Kathiravetpillai who
organised seminars spotlh gtit-
in: Human Rights vislations
taking place in the country
and specfically in the ti-d
of education. After Mr. Rzja
Visvanathan became Mayor
of the Jafina | dunicipal]
Courcil, pe organised publio
meetings on these davs by
lnviting politiciang and trade
u%ionists of varions hues to
sddress these furc ions and
aif their views jn public on
matters concerning Human
Rights violations in Sri Lanka,
Mr.C.V K Sivagnanam whe
followed him also permi tted
the spotiighting of Humaun
Rights violations but the
Indian military intervention
in the Sri Lankan ethnic
issue broughs about an
abrupt erd,

Barlier, however, in 1979
and 1980 the Movement for
Inter - Racial Justice and
Equality (MIRJE) 100 hzd
organised public meetings
ard seminars on 'the eve of
Human Rights Day to focus
attention om violations of
ard - State
Terrorism prevailing in the
Islard fa 1979 on the eve
of Human Rights Day, 9:h
December, the MIRJE

(Continued on Page 6)

GENDER BLINDNESS
AND THE POOR WOMEN

How often has the follow-
ing been cited; **Wumen

make up 509 of the worla’s
Dpopulativn, do iwo third of the
work, ecrn less than 10% of
the world’s wages and own

less than 1% of the woild’s
surtuce’’!  Yet, despite the
awareness of women’s (rela-
tive) poverty and, inequality
all over the world, the situ=
at'on of poor women conii-
nues to worsen.

Despite a positive evolu-
tion  in povert, - oriented
development theories and
strategies since the sixtics,

the start of the international
debt crisis in {982 and the
threatcned collapse of the
internati. nal mouetary system
has brought classic develop-
-ment theories, bascd  on
economic growth and liberal
market economies, back to
the foregrousrd. Growth has
today tecome synoanvinous
with export - oricnicd pro-
ducuon aid extersal liga dity
has becom:= the major guds
of dovelupmest @ policy.
Women, in both rural ard
urban areas, as the providers

.

of focd, nutrition. health
care, education ard income
within the family have been
particalarly adversely affected
by the present economic Crisis,
and in many ways.

Curs in public experditure
by the Thud world gov:rao-
ments. often impos d by ihe
IMF, bave Id to iucreas:d
vn:mploym:nt ard women
have found themselves pushed
into the jnformal secior!

Fallng commodity prices
have not only meant lower
wages for the producers but

are forcing devcloping coun-
tries to incrcase iuriher their

- cash crops exports resuliing

in more work for women,
often withcut additional in-
come, and lcaving less time
for women to pioduce focd
to meet own families’ needs;

Cuts in subsidies on drink-
ing water, on focd, health,
educat on, public transpert

ard the fall im avcrage per.

capita income in many d:-
veloping countries are p'acirg
an ever increasing buiden

on women to make ends
meet.

What is hanpening today
is a process — the *‘femini-
sation’’ of poverty whereby
the brunt of the world eco-
nomic crisis is being p-:ssed
onto poor of the Third World
and it js the woms:n who
fird themselves at the end
of the chain.

Activities of women in

general show that, through-
out history, women have

always played a vital role in
ensuring the survival of utban
ard  rural commuaities

through foed production,
reproduciion and cnbiid care

as well as producing incomes

for the household through
work of economic value «nd

in the performance of acti-
vities such as fetcning fuel,
foud and drinking water.

During the last decade
ard largely as a result of

the attention paid to the situ«
ation of women during the

UN Decade for Women 1975=
198>, the multiple role of
rural women in particular has

become widely recogniced.
Maay studies now reveal
that woridwide women sre
respons)ble for at least 50%
food production-

While in regions of the
Third World such as  Sub
Saharan Africa the cmntri-
bution of women to food
preduction’ in all its aspec's
rises to 80%. FAO in 1985
aftirmed women’s ¢on ribus
tion to developmeunt in tuese
words:-  “In  the
World agricultural producti-
vity c.nnot be substaniially,
increassd nor | can  rural
poverty be alleviaied -uniess
womean’s access to key pro-
ductive resources and service
is substantially improved.
The consequences of patri-
arcny for sgriculturat pro-
ductivity are verv expensive,
Developing, countrics canpot
bear their heavy cost™.

However, the new awareness
of the comequences of patri-
archy has not until now led
to a iurther  empowerment
of women. ihe centrai posi-
tion of women in the life
of the community, their
inferior status and their ex-
posure to discriminations of

all kirds lin everyday life
evidently combine to give
womed a d.fferent perspective
on the main problems | of
today, and on ways of solving

Third

those problems. Yet, the pro-
blems of rur age, both eco=-
nomic, and politicsl, zora
regarded as beng a male
preserve. In the North and
the South, the socie-paliical
svst¢ém* ' jn force tend to
dircct women mire to the
private sphere of the fanly
home and men to the pu.lic
sphere with decision-making
power. It is the men who
take the dccisions.\

As can be seen from the
above, it is clear that lack of -
productivity is pot the cause
tor inequalities in power se-
lations = between mcn and
women. So what is1i? There

is no ome c¢xplanation nor
commeon thioking on this
question, Some blame the

patriarchal systems. for the
relative pover:y of women in
all economic »sys ems. others
argue that womew’s poverty
is a consequence of the
class struciurks in caoitalis
societies, But as Lynn Jones

cf the Werld Councii of
Churches stated; it is not an

either / or proposition: gend:r
and race om tbe one hand
aud class on the other, act
to reinforce each other.
- from the desk of-
Dr. Nagules

Kathirgamanathan
Director General. SEACED
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IS IT AN ILL WIND?

News reported from the hill country capital of
Kandy is rather disgusting. Lt. Gen. Hamilton Wana-
singhe, now elevated as Chiet of Joint Operations
Command, has given a Press Ioterview from Kandy.

Among the many things he stated are:-

(a) In two ‘or three months time the Army would
take over the North;

(b) The Government must announce its policy clearly;
(c) The LTTE mu:t lay down its arms;
(d) That the Tamils must desert the LTTE.

In addition to the General’s Press interview, we

also have another report from Kandy which says thaf
the High Priest of the Malwatte Chapter, Ven. Vipassi
Thero has told the General that the Army must help
in finding a political soltion to the ethnic problem
and he has further said that the Army - General must
be preseni in all future talks on the ethnic issue.

The Buddhist clerical leader, Ven. Vipassi Thero
alreadv earned notoriety, when he liberally dorated
Rs. 30.000/- to former President J. R. Jayewardene’s
War Fund. That act alone speaks of the gap between
this individual’s practice and the precepts of Buddhism.

Kandy has been selected many times both by Pre-
sident Premadasa and his predecessor, J. R. Jayewardene
to make important speeches. So now too General
Hamilton Wanasinghe has chosen to speak to the Press
from Kandy, touching amongst other things important
political matters tuo.

Many politicians have tried to alienate the Tamil
People from the LTTE. They are perfectly entiled to
do that bucause politics is their sphere. But now the
mest Senior Sinhala Armv Officer of the Baudha Sin-
hala Government is also telling the Tamil people what
they should do politically.

Will the Tam'ls therefore have Sinhala military
men as their political tutors? Is it what is in stre

for the Tamils?

The matter does not end there. The General has
said that the Government must announce its policy

‘' clearly. We do not know what clarity he seeks from

the Government, Whatever it is, it appears that he
has some doubts. That is why he has chosen to ask
for ' clarity.

Does it not sound strange that a hjghly placed
military officer should seek clarity from the Govern-
ment through Press media?

We are constrained to think that the army is
getting politicised. Perhaps the Army cannot be blamed
either.

From 1971 the Governments that came into being,
whether it be of 'Mrs. Bandaranavake or J. R. Jaya-
wardene, have ruled most, if not all their time, uuder
Emergency. In other words, it was the military power
of the State that retvined them in power. It is the
same case with Mr. Premadasa’s government also.

For almost two decades the Army has sustained

- the politicians in power. Surely this should give the

Army the thought that the State power in the Island
is entirely dependent on it. If this thinking gets into
the heads of Army men, one cannot blame them for
too much considering the absolute dependence of the

politicians on the power of the bullet over that of

the ballot. :
And now to make matters worse - the Prelate of

| the Malwatte Chapter is telling the General that the

Army should find a solution for the ethnic problem
also.

Do these reports coming from Kandy augur not
too well to the Sinhalese themselves?

ing another serious

JIPENA BOSPITAL CAUSING HEALTH

HAZARDS TO JAFENA CITY2=———

This mons~on season has
seen a very high incidence of
diseases in Jaffna, ranging from
Typhoid, Brain-fever, Malaria
to Diarrhoea. Tae war situ-
ation, the embargo imposed
on the transport of medicines
and insanitary conditions at
hastily put up Refugees’
Camps have further compli-
cated matters. Since the re -
opening of the Hospital at
the end of 1990, a situation
has arisen where untreated
sewage is pumped into open
Municipal drains - thus creat-
health
hazard to the genera] public,

Prior to the June, 1990 war
all hospital sewage was col-
lected in septic tanks within
the Hospital comp und and
then pumped out into the
lagoon at Pannai, by a Pump-
Ing Station at Ist Cross Street.

After the war started in
June, 1990 and with the bom-
bing of the town, the septic
tank in the Hospital was
damaged. The pumping stat-
ion at 1st Cross Street had
also been damaged. This is
the explanation given by the
Hospital authorities as to why
the sewage is being flushed
before being treated into the
Municipal drains along public
roads. It seems that the I. C.
R. C. is supplying chlorine to
spray over the sewage. Solid
matter is being taken away
to a dumping ground in
Navan-thurai.

The flushing of untreated
sewage into open Municipal
drains is the matter of most

concern. This is | evidently
being done with the know-
ledge of the Hospital adminis-
tration, the I.C.R.C., The Red
Cross Society, the C.E C.B.,
M O.H. of Jaffna Municipal

Council and the R. D. H. S.'

Office, Jaffna. but no one
seems to take due interest
in the ma:ter.

It is learnt that a private
firm: of Consultants has
already provided the Hospital
administration with a study
of the situation and means
of rectifying this. However,
more than six months have
passed since the submission
of the reportand no visible
action has been taken.

“Surely it is within the
capabilities of local Engine-
ers to correct this health
hazard situation? Ceculd not
the good offices of
the wvarious, N.G.Os be

put to good use; to obtain
money and materials to
reconstruct the sewage system
and pumping station?’’ said a
Health worker. “The [.C.R.C
could arrange for a new

pump to be brought down.
At least the removal of

sewage could be done by

pumping into a bowser
vehicle and @ tramsporting it

to a pre - determined  site

-away from the city and from

human habitation. The sewage
material could be used as

fertiliser for various schemes
as don¢ in India.”” he added

“The general public is
concerned over the
health risk' to the public.
“We know that there are
means and methods of
rectifying this situation and
would urge the relevant
offices to look into this
health hazird and initiate
action,” said a Health
worker. !

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

Message from Dr. Nagules Kithirgamanathan,
Chairman, UN — Juffaa Unit

Over 40 years ago, the
peoples of the United Nat-
ions, acting through their
governments, adopted  the
Universal - Declaration = of
Human Rights, - the first
international instrument
drawn up to protect these
rights. Thc Declaration. is
teday norm for all countries.

(At the same time, we

observe that the principles,
treaties and conventions, to

which the Member States of -

the United Nations have
subscribed, are not - always

respected. This is why it is
indispensable to ensure that
the concept of Human Rights
become a unifying force for
all humankind.

Let us all hooe this late
decade of the 20th century
opens up new horizons on

life. and social interaction
between peoples, and by
constant  efforts in ' this

domain all Member States of
the UN and others develop
and encourage new paths
towards understanding and
fraternal entente within the
great human family.

International...
(Continuation from Page 5)

organised a Day of Prayer
and Fasting in places of
public worship such as Chur-
ches, Temples and Mosques
within the City of Jaffna on
behalf of victims of State
Terrorism and conducted a
public meeting at Kalyana
Mandapam in Nallur at which
leders of Colombo - based
political parties and = Trade
Unions also participated and
addressed. @ Among  those
groups who addressed the
meeting were members  of
the Ceylon Teachers’ Union,
Messrs. Bala Thampoe of
the CMU and Vasudeva
Nanayakkara of the NSSP

who expressed support and

“ recognition for the Right of

the Tamil people to exercise
their Right to Self - determi-
nation. The Jaffna Mothers,
Front (now defunct) too
carried out a mass demo-
nstration by wearing black
bands on Human Rights’

" military ;
internationalised the Ethnic -

Day so astoexpressdispleasure
on the inactivity of the UNO
to stop the oppression of the
Eelam Tamils and the blatant
violations of Human Righ's

indulged in by the State in -

Sri Lanka.

There is no reason to stop
such mass actions on Human
Rights’ Day to focus attention
and concern of the Inter-
national Community especi=
ally after Indian millitary
intervention in the Syi Lankan
Ethnic Conflict. This Indian

intervention  has

Issue which was at one time

considered a domestic one.
Why cannot we make use
of this opportunity to pro-
pagate and  advance the
justification of the Eelam
demand? Let the intellectuals
think aloud as to  whether
the Eelam advocates could
refer  the mater to the
International Court at The
Hague.

Saiva Savant....
(Continuation from FPage 2)

years, He died on the 11th of
August, 1924,

The works of Mr. Pillai
drew the attention of great
thinkers like Max Muller,
G. U. Pope and Prof. R. W,
Frazer.

Swami Vivekananda who
once came to Madras, had
occasion to converse with
Mr. Pillai. After reading the
English rendéring of Siva-
gnapabotham’® made by Mr,
Pillai, Swami Vivekananda
said - to Mr. Pillai, “MTr.
Pillai, had you given me this
book earlier, I would have
taken this to Chicago and
declared the magnificence of
Saiva  Siththanda’’ Swami

Vivekananda’s comment really
reveals the greatness of Mr.
Pillai. He brought out the
high philosophy of Saiva
Siththanda to the knowledge
of those who did not know
Tamil. All Saivites must
gratefully remember him,”
concluded Mr. Yoganathan.
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