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They Shall be Free

By oppression’s woes and pains!

By your sons in servile Chains! |
We will draip our dearest VEINSs,
But they shall be free!

Robert Burns

Sea Tigers attacked
jn the sea of Kilali on
-and destroyed it.

" The news in this coanection
‘states that Sea Tigers ercirlcd
@ Sri Lankan Naval vessel
‘in the Kilali sea and attacked
4t. This happencd on the
night of March 2. Tuesday.
. The  Sri Lankan  Naval
vessel cauent fire and was

‘seen burning. Government
‘sources said that a  senior

Naval officer was also kitled.
" The other Sri Lankan Naval
vessels retreated to camp.

The LTIE said that one
sea: Tiger, Captan Venthan
of Udappu in Chilaw, died
in this battle,

The dead body: of Captain
Venthan was placed a' Kodi-
kamam Market Square on

“Two LTTE
“Leaders Kkilled

in Amparal

The LTTE repcried the
death -of two of its leaders
in Amparai.
. -According to the LTTE
news. release, it carried out
an attack on STF crm-
mandos assemhled at Thanga.
welayuthapuram in Amparai
District, Maj. Rajesh & Maj.
Sasirupan. two LTTE mi'itary
leaders in Amparai died in
‘this attack. The LTTE further
said that its attack lasted
for 20 minutes but said the
damageé caused to the enemy
conld not be assessed.

KILALI

a Sri Lankan Naval vessel
Tuesday, March 2 night

Wednesday, March 3 for the
people to pay their homage.
Large  crowds paid floral

tributes. Kodikamam market
and shops remained closed
and black flags were flown
everywhere.

Capt. Venthan’s body was

buried with all naval and
military .bonours at  the
Kodikamam Herces Burial
Grouud. |

‘ gxtensive Aerial -
Bombardment in Jaffna

One Killed -

One injured

Many Houses Damaged

. Sri Lanléan Air Force b>mbers carried i)ut extensiv
bombing in various areas of Jaffna in which ‘one person
was killed and mapny houses damaged. '

Two Sri Linkan bombers
dropped four bombs on the
outskirts of | Jatfpa city at
Kakkaitivu, a coastal  area
on the road to Vaddukkeddai
on | Wednesday, March 3
morning at 9.00. A young
girl named Vanitha Margaret
Packianathan (aged 14) died
as a result of splinters pierc-
ing through ‘her head and
neck. As/the bombers hovered
and lowered ia the area this

many calls to find

®
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blems are to be sol

a_political solution.

The present war is being carried on against the Tamil peopls. The Western world
is indirectly belping this genccidal war. But for the aid and assistance  given
by the West in the form of money and military-ware, the Government cannot
continue this war. It is thereafter that an atmosphere for peace will arise.

We wil! not agree to divide the Tamil homeland. We are prepared to consider
federal solution if the Tamil homeland is accepted as one eatity and right of self-

India ertsrtains unnecassary and exaggerated fears about our freedom, thinking
our success wou'd instigate Tamil Nadu to secede from India. For the last ten
is interfering in our struggles in various ways and is| trying to
destroy our movement. We have suffered a great deal because of [ndia’s unjust
actions. Beciuse of India’s wrong approaches in this regard the Sinhala Govern-
ment has bezen enciurag:d and is acc:leratiag its genocidal ‘war. i

we have not laid any conditions to hriag psace. It is the Goveramsnt of Sri Lanka
that is laying down coaditions for peacs. We want to live pzacefully with free=
dom. A fundamental ciange in the thinking and approach to our problem {must
occur in the minds of the imperalist and chauvinist Sinhala rulers if our pro-

ved by peac:ful means.

PIRABAKARAN
TELLS 88C:

-4 7} 4 J i = . :

. Mr. V. Pirabakaran, the LTTE leader, was recently
interviewed by the BBC’s special reporter, Anaathy
~ Suriyapirakasam, Here are excerpts :- l

@ The war was begun and is being continued by
the Sri Lankan Government. It is the 'Sri Laokan
Govt. which belicves in a military 'solution to

the Tamil problem. The Sri Lankan Government has not responded to our

-1 The reports

eirl and a number of others
ran for shelter under a shady
tree. They were under the
tree when some splinters
from a bomb dropped some
distance away hit her and
she was killed. She is the only
child to her parzats lamented
ber father Packianathan.

Another person Kalaaithy
was injurcd Some houses in
the area were damaged.

Within = minutes at 9 25
am. the bombers hit Ariyalai
East also ia the outskirts of
Jaffna city. The bombs fell
on open space and no injury
to psrson was caused.

Reports from | Thenmar-
edchy say that on the same
day at 9.30 am two bombers
dropped four bombs along
the coast at Koilakandy and
Thatchanthoppu. 'Some hou-
ses were damaged but there
‘was no injury to person.

Bukkahara
Planes Bomb
Vavunia Forests

Reports from Vavunia state
that the Bukkahara bomber
planes recen'ly purchased by
the Govt. of Sri Lanka from
Argentina were put into
aciion to bomb Vavunia for
the first time on Saturday,
Fcbruary 27,

4

further say
that the planes b‘pmbed the
forest areas @ andrieids be-

tween  Pulavasavoor and
Kurukkaloor | in | Vavuaia
~West.

As the bombing was in the
forests and ficlds no injury
.to any person was reported.
-Trees and other plaatations
however were destroyed.

Disenchanted with New Delhi ?’

Mt Ranil Wickremasinghe,
Minister and Cabinet spokes=
man, is teported to- have
told a press . .conference at
Colombo that the Govern-
ment of “Tamil Nadu_ could
send its proposals to resolve
the Tamil prob'em in Sri
Lanka to the Parliamentary
Select Commitiee in
Ccolombo, -

-Committee

The Parliamentary Select
was appointed
more than -a year ago -but
the UNP,. which bas -the
largest number of members
in it, has so -far persistently
and purposely failed to place
its own propasals to the PSC.

So with the SLFP Opposition
too! But rremaidasa and his

government wants everyone

elss to place their proposals
before the P.S.C. |

Now Mr. Ranil Wick-
remasinghe = is ioviting a
foreiga , goverament - the
Tamil Nadu Government-t0o
to place its propasals before
the PSC. But why the Tamil
Nadu !Goveramzn.? It is a
goveram:at whica does not

deal with foraiza affairsd I8
the Sri Liakaal Goverausat
dissncia1ted with N:w O:la1?
Are thay teying o solicit
Madras dasiead? [1any aveat
how cian a gorverinsat aal
opprsitixn  wiaich hws @d
faith ia their owa cr3itiona-
the P3C - exp:@:t othesrs | to
have faith in it. [he failure

of 'the | Goveramaat  and
Oposition to placa their
respactive.  propasils bzfore
the P3C  really shhwi their
lack ' of confidsacs in that
much talk:d of ad bmted‘
body. [a spita of tais, th?
¢l to thy Malras state
Govirannt to plich prIdd-
sils ma1st mna ths iadicect
exprssion of disznshaatment
of the Sri Liakaa Govt.
with N:w Dalhi.



Page 2

HOT SPRINER

07-03 1983

‘ Naons Wod’s \7omen -

T eststi- icsand irdica‘ors
in ecooemic nfe pont cut
thit w men in ajl parts of
the worli are fuding and
exploiting  new economiC
cp or unies and ascuming
greater c¢con mic rolks. But
their econom.c  emp'oym:ant
is scparate from men’s and
uvequa’. Worse, much of
the work wemen do, is still
not considcred to be of
eco omic value at all and
is not cven measured. Finally,
the paricipation of women
in overall economic and
polit cal  decision - making,
although improving slightly,
remains extrewely low.

That women live longer
than m p is widcly known,
Less widely known is that
of the world’s 533 billion
pecople n 1990, fewer than
halt (2 63 bililop) were wo-
men. In most regions women
cu-sumber men. More boys
are born in ths world thin
girls, but females generaily
have lower mortality rates
than males at all ages 1his
is due 10 the fact that in
mapy . areas, sccial _ and
culiural factors give girls and
women the same putrition,
healtt -care and cther tup-
ports that males receive. In a
tew countries, widow burping,
and do.ry deaths persist
and female jnfanticide is sill
suspected 10 some rural areas.
A pew~ phenomencn-aborti n-
«n the basis «f male j refer-
ence als» «crurs. [n these
wemen have higher  death
rate.

10 Acres brought
under castor
cultivation

The Tamil E lam Econo-
mic Development Organisation
(TIEEDOR) has brought 10
acres »t Vaddakachchi in the
Kiliochchi  District uader
castor cultivation,

Castor oil is used fop

various purposes by the people
of lamil Eelam,

Traders to
_register with
Police

All traders and employes:s
jn’ trading establishments in
Vavunia have been ordered
to: register themselves in the
Vavunia Police Siation,

:The traders and their
employees have been ordered
to furnish their names and
identity card pumbers ija
addition to the iodividual
police permits already issued
to them,

B o s

Wom n in many developing
areas marty. waen th-y are
very jycu g a'most 50% of
African women, 409 of Asian
women and 30) ot Lstin
American women are married
by the sge of 18. Men tend
fo warry at older ages. In
Bangladesh and Sudan, men
eniering their (irst marriage
8re on average more than
seven years oldcr than women
marrying for the first time.
Ia Celumbia and Cuba the
differerce is four. Ths age
gap increases as women’s
chances of bei'g less experi-
enced ad more dependens
on their busband, even when
she contributes 10 the fam'ly’s
economi: survival. Toe gap
also means that wemen are
far more likely than men
to be widoaed.

Domestic violerce, the dark
side of tamuly lfe, is intli-
cied on a family’s weakest
memb: Is - women, Chiidren,
tbe very old and disabled,
In Austna in 1985, the
domestic violence  against
wife was cited as a conirj-
butory factor tc the break-
down of the marriage in 597%
of 1,500 d vorce cases. india
bad 999 regisiered cases of
dowry deaths in 198>, 1319
in 1:86 and 1,780 in 1-8/.

Even though women almosi
everywhere have the right
to vote, they make up moie
than half of most el.ctora-
tes. Yct women rarely achi.
eve clcclive ottice or have
equal access to political
Careers, lhey are blocked
frem top posrijons ia trade
unions, peolticel paries,
goverom: nt nt-rest assocC a-
tions and busacss. Of the
159 UN Mcmber Siates orly
s1Xx were bheaded by women
at theerd of 190 Oanly 3.5%
of the world’s ca- inet mini-
sters a'e women :nd women
hold no miaisteri:l positions
in 93 countries of the world.
Women are shut out of ail
decision - maki g jobs at the
four highest levels of govt, in
49 co'ntries. In only toree co=
untries. viz. Bhu'an, Dominica
and Norway do womea hold
more than 20% of ministers
ial level government positions.
The higest consistent parlia-
meotsry . representaiion of
womea has been in Nordic
countries, where they had
been politically prominent
for someume. Even tho-
ugh women make up
a  sizeable proportion of
memb rship ot Jabour unions
in Westen Europe - roughly
30%, - they are rarely elecred
to union decision - making
bedies. Women also figure
heavily in the membership
of major political partics in

(970 - 1990 Trends are_Statistics

manv counfri 8. In  several
Western European coun ries
they make up from 25 to 45
per cent of the membership
of the major poli'ical par-
ties. But again they are
grossly under - represented
in the leadership of the par-
ties.

Although women have been
systematically cut off from
men’s traditicnsl routes to
political 1:adsrship, they have
been ablzs to develop their
jnvolvement in non - govera-
mental ard commnunity- based
organisations (NGOS and
CBJ’S) as a means to power,
For many women, commuaity
and grass root pirticipation
come as an extension of
their traditional roles as

ESTY

community membs:rs respon-
sible for their famil es’ health
and well - being,

Genera'ly many women in
bureaucratic careers work at
the lowest e helons and
their representation dwindles
rapidly, as pay sta‘us
and Jevels increase. The pa t-
ern is mirrored in the United
Nations system. A3 with nati.
ons] civil services, the pro-
portion of women in top

man=gement positions with
the UN system is extremely
low - 3.69%.

Administrative and mana-
grial  workers  including
legislative officials, govern-
ment administrators  and
managers, make up only
2 10 3 per cent of all workers.
In the private sector, wumen

CORRECTIONS

An malies within
Anomalies in Payment
of Pensions

I thank you for publishing
the above article in your valu-
able weekly. There are two
typing errors for which Iam
r:sponsible and I shall be
grateful to you if these
correc'ions are made for the
benefit of the readers of Hot
Spring issue of 25:02-93,

In piragraph one (01) it
shou'd read as 60% and not
50% (2/3). I paragraphs 2,
3, 4 and S the salary scale is
Rs. 2,200/- and not Rs. 260/-
as typcd 1n my article.

I regret the inconvenience
caused to you.

Thanking you.
A Pcriopnayagam
(‘uoly)

consti'ute a small and grow®
ing pool of middle manag-
ers, the level from which top
executives are drawn, but
men maintian a8 stronghold
on top executive positions,

The casualties from wars
increisingly are civiliaas and
a growing prop-rtion are
women and children. Rather
than be passive victime,
women have been leaders and
mainstays of non - governe
mental peace movements. But
as in otle- fields, few women
have been recogrised for
their contributions to peace.

Even though it will take
several generations to reach
parity in male and female
literary rates, due to historical
deficit in women’s education,
it will take far less time to
achieve equality in school
enrolements among young
children where educational
res urces keep pace with
population of children.

Since 1970 women’s share
in the labour force has been
rising. And almost every.
where, women 8re working
more outside the household.
Women’s work in the home
can incluje many different
kinds of economic ac ivity,
for example, subsistence
agriculture, production of
goods for trade and keeping
accouats for their bhusband’s
business. It also includes
unpaid- housework. Women
are speading more time
working in the Jabour force

( Continued on Page 3)

THANTHAI CHELVA'’S
COMMEMORATION THIS MONTH

A grateful Tamil E lam
people are getting ready to
pay homage to Thanthai
S.J V Caelvanayakam, who
had like Moses kd them
towards their promised home-
land for thirty years, on his
birth centenary year which
is fast approaching. In view
of that big eveat which is
expected in around five years
they will observe this year
Thanthai Caclva’s 95.h birth
aoniversary oo 3lst. March
and his 17¢h decath anmniver-
s'ry oa April 26th, 1993.

Last year, the Jafoa

Christian Udaion coadusted .

a Joint 1hanks giviog Service
for the Life and work of
Thanthai Chelva on his Y4.h
birth ananiversary (31 3.92)
at St. John’s Church, Chua-
dikuli for which wide publicity
was given in the ipternational
media including the BBC as
we.d as the Redio Veritas,

Ta remembrance of Than-
thai Chclva’s 16:h decath
anniversary, the National
Lib:ration Movement of the
Tamuls of E:lam the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam
paia its respects to I'hanthai

Chelva by offering flowers
on the morning of April,
26th 1992 at his eighty
foot Memorial Co'umn stand-
ing opposite the old Jaffpa
Du ch Fort ard bv holding

S. A, | harmaratnam

a8 public mass meetiny at
tha Nallur Kandasamy Temple
premises with the Thanthai
Chelva Commemoration Co-
mmijttee.

Since the Tamils are living
io more than fifty couatries
in substantial numbers and
they have a powerful world
wide net work, the Celebr-

ation of Thanthai Chelva’s
birth anmwversary in 1993
will, it is expectcd, be ¢ xten-
ded to many countries be-
yond the shores of Tamil
Eelam as well.

Although Thanthai had at-
tempted to achieve a tederal
union with the Sinhala people
when they (Sinhala people)
failed to extend tneir sup-
port Thanthai Chelvanayakam
chose a dramatic way to de-
nounce the unilateral imposi-
tion of a Sinhalese coanstitu-
tion on the Tamil people in
May 1972. He resigned his
seat in Parliament aad chal.
lenged the government to cons

(Cont: 1ed on Page 3)

Necver counting the cost

MY LITTLE SELF |

Helo me to rise above my little self
Eanable me to decipher the stiil small voice of my soul
Eacourage me to whisper that your voice loud enough

But with realistic humility and compassionate love

Always hoping in its transforming power to beal and

My little self and the complex world around

SRERRETS

to be heard

or even of
heartaches

of maiter

release

Heory Victor
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Justice in the Distribution

Land on Earth

For the ben:fit and edifi-
cation « f Hot Spring readcrs,
I give below the resolution
No. 1408 proposed by Shri
Lanka in the UN General
Assembly and passed by a
very large majority. Among
the very few who voted
against the resolution bes des
Aus'ralia, were Canada,
Russia, Brazil and the USA,
In recognition of the intelli-
gence shown by Shri Lanka in
bringirg this resolution, Hot
Sprirg readers shcu'd note
that Shri Lanka was pushed
into the very selected circle
of Permanent Members of the
UN Security Courcil, giving
her the power of veto as
welll How proud the Shri
Lankans must be!!

Before [ detail t e resolu-
fion passed, I wish readers
to know very clearly the
reasons that prompted Shri
Lsnka to bring forward
this resolution. No other
pation in the whole world
was intelligent enough, even
to dream that such an in-
justice was exis'ing on Earth.
It was the claim of the
Eelam Tamils, a wretched
people whom even the Gods
had dccided to punish, occu-
pyirg and claiming ONE
THIRD of the chosen Island
of Shri Lanka and TWO
THIRDS of the sea frontage,
forgetting completely that they
the Tamil speaking people
In the North and East of
this chosen Island is only

SEVENTEEN per cent of the
entice population of this
chosen lIsland that prompted

the Shri Lankan Resolution.
What an outrageous claim
even though it is said to be

an cconomically not viable
unit,

- Now for the R=solution: ¢‘This
1004'h mee'ing of the General
Assembly of the United Nati.
ons’ Organication hereby re.
solves” thit sinee the peopls
now living in the Continent
known as Australia, being

5. Alag-ratnam

only fifteen million one huo-
dred and eight cannot in
all fairness claim so much of
the 1and of this Earth, wheras
in India and China which
are much small:r than the
Continent ot Australia. there
are more than eight hurdred
million people ineach ¢ountry,
and further more the Indian
people are holding the record
for enrienhing this our Earth
with the best population -in-

creage - production figure.
Therefore, this  Assembly
solemnly resolves that all the
Australians now living ‘¢1't-
ered all over tie Conti ent
to move into an area equi-
valent to one hundredth of
the area of the said Cootinent.
1his Assembly to show its
magranimi'y, allows the
people now living in the
Continent to select the portion,
of the Contineat where they
would wish to live. However
it must be clearly understood

that the Sea Frontage of
the chosen portion willalso

b: not more thaa one hun-
dredth of the se2 Frontage
of the entire Continent. As a

concession they are permitted
to cl the chosen portion,

Australia It is also further
resolved that they are given
a very long p-riod of four
months to complete thjs

moving of the people iato
their own Australia.

By this Brilliant Resolution,
Shri Lanka has seen to it that
Simple, Pure Justice is meted
out to all people  living in
this our own Earth.

of

Early morning when I
related this resolution to my
wife, she laughed aod said

that T had been dreaming
in my sleep that nisht and
added that I might wri‘e my

dream to the Press so that
if the Sinhalese wished to
have for themselves a portion

of the Traditional Homeland
of the Tamils, that is Tamil
Eelam  the 50 - called,
Northern and Eastera Prov-
inces, they must first see
that this G wernmeat gets the
Uaited Nations Organisation
to pass a resolution like
the - above on Australia,
which will later be automa-
tically extended to Russia,
Canada, Brazil, the U A aad

all cther countries  thinly
popu'ated,

selves.”’

EVERYMAN'S CREED FOR 1993

“You canvot bring about prosperity by dis-
couraging thrift. You cannot strengthen the weak
by weakening the strong You camnot help the
wage earner by pulling down the w.ge payer.
You cannot further the brotherhood of man by
encouraging c'ass hatved. You cannot help the
poor by destroying the rich. You cannot keep
out of trouble by spending move than yow earn.
You cannot tuild character and ccurage by taking
away man's initiative and independence.
cannot h'lp men permanently by doing for
them what they could and should do for them-

Courtesy: ““Social Justice 70"
Sent by: M. S. Seenithamby, Vathiry Development

You

Foundation.

Swami writes

Swami Chidrapananda, the Swami- in Charge of the

' Sri Siwrada Sevashramam. Point Ped-o, his written a l:tter

fo President R. Premadasa and sen' us a copy for publication.
Here is the Swam.’s lctter to the Presideat:

Namaskarams. As your
Excellency is the President
of this country you will
be conversant with our
problems we are facing since
1990 June, Wh-t we wish

United...

( Continuation from Page 3 )

jn Western Europe and less
time in housework every-
where in the developed
regions, Men by contrast are
spending less time working
in the labour force than
before in all the developed
regions and slightly more in
housework in  Norhera
America, Australia and Wes-
tern Europe.

Of the 8’8 million women
officially estimated to be
economically active in 1990,
more than half (-60/5) live
in Asia, 290/, in developed
regions, 90/, in Africa and
59/p in Latia America and
the Carribean,

In all dzveloping regions and

rerently in soms of tnedevelos

ped, the growth in female
labour force has been under »
cut by economic recession.
Women gen:rally contioue
to be the last to benefit
from job expansion and
the first to suifer from job
contraction - particularly in
the stagnant or declining
vcopomies of Africa and

Latin  America and the

Carribean,

Everywtere
pa’d less than men. In
addition, men are more
likely to have regular full
time work and receive greater
seniority and benefits. In
Cyprus, Japan and the
Republic of Korea, women’s
wages are the lowest in
relation to men’s among
those countries for which
data aie available.

Most women are still.
working in agriculture in
much of Africa and Asia.
Nearly 800/, of economically
active womea in sub-Sahara
in Africa and at least half in
Asia, exc:pt Western Asia,
are in Agriculture.

women  are

Fewsr women world over
are employed in industry.
The range is from a high
24 per ceat of economically
active women in the develo-
ped regions to 16-17 per
cent in Asia and the Pacific
and Latia America and the
Carribean and a low 6 per
cent in Africa,

to portray here is, how long
can we bear this untold hard-
shios, after all we are
buman beings.

The Ethnic Conflict

We are part and parcel
of this coruntry. We have
equal right to live like any
otter ¢ 'mmunity here a de-

cent life. Your @ Excellcney
is well aware that any
government which wish to

solve this problem the - Head
of that government has to
take a very bold step and
the statemanship attitude has
to be takeo in tackling this
subject. We are very sorry
and regret to state here that
all previous heads however
educated they might have
been did not have the heart
to solve this issue,

Electricity

For the past 2} years or
80 elec ricity has been denicd
to us. We do not mind to
use kerosene lamps but the
suorly of keroseae oil to
the North is very inadequate.
Today the price is Rs 225/-
per litre, Agriculture too is
atfected.

Access to Colombo

Siace the coaflict ws had
used many paths which are
very exp:nsive to go to
Colombo. Is itnot right on
the part of this goverameat
to enable us to use the

to President

Kilali waterway without any
restrictions whatsoever during
the day or might? It is quite
surprisirg that a religioas
dignitary visited us recently
but so far nothing substantial
bas come out of his visit.

No Proper Trans:ort

I have gone to Jaffna on
a push cycle more than 50
times. Being a monk arnd
passed 50 years, 1 find it
extremely diff cult to ride a
cycle for more than 5 miles.
Point Pedro is 2l miles from
Jafina.

Medicine

The basic medicine to cure
usual illaess - mzdicine is not

available. This is a small
Island and still for all how
much we are sutfering day
to day - it is not made known
Cearly to the peopls in
Colombo.

I have read from Swami
Vivekanaada lecturers-Swami
Vivekananda  praises the
renunciation of Lord Buddha
and his supreme life but
what  we fiod is just the

opposite - we are d:nied all
basic things for a contented
life. This is a real cry from
a sadhu. What anguish we
are faced to suffer only the
Lord koows best. Kindly set
aright these discrepencies
without aay furcher delay.

Swami Ciidcupaninda

THANTHALI..

Continuation from Page 2 )

test him on the validity of
1972 constitution in so far
as the Tamil people were con-
cerned. For political reasoas
the government did not hold
the by election until 6 Febru-

ary 1975, more than two
years afer the scat had been

d:clared vicaat. Oa wianig
thst by-election  [hanthii
Chelva stated thus .........

I wish to annonunce to my
people and to the country that [
consider the verdict at this
election as a mandate that the
Tamil E:lam Nation should
exzrcise the saivereigrity al-
realy vested in the Tamil peo-
ple and become free. On be-
half of thzFanil Uiit:d Front,
1 give you my solem1 assu-
rance tha: we w.ll cirry out
this miidate.’’

Little more thia a year
later oa May 14th 1976 at the
historic meeting presided over
by Thaathai Chelvanayakam
at Pannakam in VaddukodJai
calling itself a convention the
meeting resolved that - “the
res:oratida and rezoastitution
of the Free, Soveareiga, Sacular
Socislist State of Tamil Eclam
bised oa the rigat of seif-
determination,  inhercnt in
every nation has b:crme ine
evitablz ia ord:r to saeguard
the very existeace of the
Tami. nation in this ¢ouatry,”

The strugzle waged by
Taaathai Ca:lva for th: na-
tioaal liberation of the Camil
people coatinuss to this day
and it is hopsd that before
his bitth c2ntenary year the
state of lamil Eclam will be
born ia tima for the celebra-
tioas.
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It there is will there is way

The international publicity given to Mr. Piraba-
karan’s interview to the B, B, C. reporier apparently
seems to have given the jerk to the Sivhala Goversment.

Mr. Pirabakaran in his interview to the BBC said
that if the geographical entity of the Tamil bomeland
is accepted and federalism, conferring powers. of self -
rule is proposcd he would consid:r sucha scheme.

Theugh this is notthe first time that a statement
to this effect had come from the LT TE, this time the
statement has received semsresponse from the govern-
ment side - but unforturately a negative response.

Mr. Bradman Weerakone, Presidential Advisor on
International Affairs has told the same BBC that the
sri Lankan coastitution is a uaitary constitution and
that any change in the constitution wou'd require a
two - thirds majority and the people’s approval ata
referendum. According to Mr, Weerakone this is a
compiex arrapgement,

The Tamil problem has been running sore for
quite a long time and has today assumed such magnitude
that valuable lives have been lost in thousands. That the
Tamil problem needs solution has besn accepted even by
the Sinhalese. If the exsitence of a problem and the
need to solve it is admiited what has to be done
is to find the way of solving it. The constitution
cannot be allowed to stand in the way of solving the
problem, especially a constitution which was not accepted
by the Tamils,

When the Sou'bury Constitution was in force the
Kodeeswaran case was filed to test the validity of, the

Soulbury Constitution which prohibited legislative discri-
mination. In an earlier case Ranasinghe -vs Bribery
Commissioner, the Privy Council had held that section
29 the Soulbury Constitution was an entrenched clause

which meant that it cannot be changed under  any
circumstances.

the plaintiff out of court by raising the objection
 that the plaintiff being aCrown Servant could not sue
the Crown for wages but the Privy Council (then the
bighest apptliate court) over- ruled the objection.

There was lot of furore made by Sinhala politicians
when the Privy Council judgement was delivered. The
joud - mouthed legal luminary, the late Dr. Colvin Rde
Silva who was also Constitutional Attairs Mipister between
1970 - 77, went about bemoaning that the Ceylon (as
sri Lanka then was) Parliament was not sovereign.
Ibe Sinhala government lost no time in abolishing
appellate jurisdictlon of the Privy Council and tock: the
rebellious path of revolting against its constitu ion.

Parliament members sat outsid: the parliameatary

themselves as members of a Constituent Assembly and
unceremornidusly  kicked the Soulbury Constitution
end adopted a brand new cons'itution and changed
their own tities to National Assembly members instead of
Parliament members. Ceyloa which had Dominion Status
was converted to a Baudha Sinhala Republic. This was
in 1972 against the express wishes of the Tamils.,

Thus the Sinhala chauvinists banded themselves
together and rebelled against their own constitution lest
the Tamils msy eijoy some constitutional safeguard
however ineffecilve it may be in terms of practical pro-
blems. .

Looked at from this background, the difficulties
envisaged by Mr. Bradman Weerakone by the complex
nature of the Baud1a Sinhala Coastitution really seems
to mean that the Govcrament itself does not.want to
solve the Tamil national problem.

that if the Government willed, it could find a way to
solve the problem. We take liberty to remind the powers
that are, the old adage that “if there is a will thereis a
way.”.

Siphala Only Act of 1956 - viz - 8 viz Section 29 of the |

The Government which lost the case tried to put .

premises at a drama hall called Navarangahala; styling |

We have mentioned the 1972 episode just to show :

_ RETIRING BISHOP

«There are two mations in
the island of Ceylon. Ihey

jare the Tamil Nation and
‘the Sinhala

pation. Many
people forget this fact. 1f
our people realize the truth
of this fact we shall be
free’” - so said Dr. Rev,
D. J. Ambalavanar, retring
Bishop of Jaffoa (American
Mission) at a farewell acc-
orded to him.

The retiring Bishop was
given a farevell by the
Chu-ch of South I'dia. The
function took place at the
Jatfna Coliege premises at
Vaddnkkoddai on Saturday,
Fcbruiry 27,

Continuing Rev. Dr.
Ambalavanar said that many
Tamils living abroad have
not correctly undersiood our

prob’ems. They think the
problem is akin to those of
the Burghers or some bill
tribes. There are two nations
in the island of Ceylon.

We are Tamils snd if
we want our freedom we
must fight for it anitedly”’,
concluded Rev. Ambalavanar
Rev. Fr. Jebaneson. Principal
of Iaffna College presided at
the farewell function.

3 ARMY HAVOC AT

BATTICALOA

6 Killed 60 Arrested - Houses and
Paddy Stacks burnt down

Sri Lankan Armed Forces and s m3 armed gangster
groups carried omt an attack ut Thkiniveddai in the Batti-
caloa Dis'rict in which 6 people were kilied. it i

The news in this connec-
tion states that on Saturdav,
February 27, Sri Laokan
Army and some armed gang-
sters rounded - up the village
of Thikiniveddai in the Battica-

" HEAVY AERIAL BOMBING

~ IN MANNAR
6 Dead - Tenilnjure-d e

- At least five persons were
killed aod over ten. injured
jn the Mannar. District when
Sri Lankan Air Force bom-
bers and a helicopter carried
out aerial bombing.

The reports in this con-
nection state that on Sunday,
Februiry 28, two Sri Lankan
Air Force bombers and a
helicopter attacked the village
of Kalliyadi. '

At least S pesrsons were
reported ' killed by  aerial
bombing. Three persons have
been identified. They are
Rajadurai (49), Shyamala (07)
and Mangayarkarasi (30). The
names and details of the

others killed have not been
verified.

Out of ten persons who
sustained injuries five are
members of the same family-3
sisters and 2 brothers. Two
other women, Vasanthamalar
(32) and Puoniyaledchumy
(33). are among those severcly
igjured. -

The Multi = Purpose Co -
op Stores of K:lliyady and
some privately owned shops
were damaged by the bomber
attack.

Extensive damage to other
civilian properties have also
been reported.

loa District. They opened fire
in the f elds where the peasants
were working. Six Tamil
peasant farmers died in. the
attack. :

The army men also - set
fire to 19 stacks of paddy
& burat down twelve houses:
Sixty villagers including wo-
men and children were arre-
sted by the Army and taken
to Sri Lankan Army Camp

- at Pulipainthakal.

No news about the arrested
persons have b:.en received
up to now. i

 Fisherman
Shot Dead

The  Sri Larkan Army
shot and killed a fisherman
at Uppural in Mutur, Trinco-
malee District, ‘

The man named Mahas
lingam Anandapn, father of
two children, was shot dead
when he went out fishing.

This killing took place on
Wedoesday, February 24.

CRICKET

Jaffna College drew with
Jaffoa Central College at the
latter’s grouads.

Scores : Jaffaa  Central-

245 and 103 for 3

Jaffoa College; 172&37 for _

3_ at close

Jaffna Hindu College beat
St. John’s College by a solitary
wicketat the former’s grounds,

- Scores:— Jaffna Hindu-282
& 143 for ' 9 '

St. John’s 214 & 186

St. Patrick’s hosting Jaffna
Hindu: Collegé at their grou-
nds beat them convincingly
by an inniogs and 33 runs.

St. Patricks: 220 for 4
declared (Maxi scored a
century; while Eric scored 51
Jaffna Hindu: 98 & 89

HEAVY CANNON FIRE
IN MULLAITIVU

Reports  from Mullai.tivu
said that Sri Lankan Naval
ships carried out heavy cannon

Father of Five
‘ Killed

According - to. reports from
Batticaloa, T. Nallaratnam 35
of Vantharumoolai, father of

five c.iledra, was shot dead
by the Sri Lankan Army

when it opened fire  at
Makilavedduvan - Kotteni in
the Batiicaloa District.

The killing took place on
Sunday, February 21.

fire in some coastal areas
of the Mullaitivu District.

According to the reports
Alampil and Chemmalai, two
coastal villages in the District,
were subj-cted - to  heavy
cannon -fire attack for two

consecutive days, , Monday
and Tuesday March | and 2.

' Many co - conut trees have
failen down by the atiack
and the villagers left the
villages concerned in  fear.
Because of this mo  death

‘occured.

New Era Publications Lid,
267, Main  Sireet, Jaffna,
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