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GLIMPSES OF ENGLISH LITERATURE

Mr. V .Sivarajasingham
Department of Linguistics
University of Jaffna.

For GCE O/L English Literature (Poetry)
‘A POISON TREE’

I was angry with my friend

I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my foe:

I told it not, my wrath did grow.

And I watered it in fears,

Night and morning with my tears,
And I sunned it with smiles,

And with soft deceitful wiles.

And it grew both day and night,
Till it bore an apple bright;
And my foe beheld it shine,
And he knew that it was mine.

And into my garden he stole
When the night had veiled the pole
In the morning glad I see

My foe outstretched beneath the tree.

By William Blake
b&FS 10Jb
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Appreciation.
The central idea of the poem is: ‘harboured anger begets ruin’. The

poem deals with the theme of the evil consequence of fostered anger. The poet
contrasts the anger he bore towards his friend with the animosity that he carried
in his heart towards his enemy.

The development of the harboured wrath is compared to a growing tree. The
metaphor suggested by the word ‘grow’ in the last line of the first stanza is
sustained in the second and third stanzas.

The supply of details such as the condition of growth — water and sun and the
time space indicated by night and day — makes the description picturesque and
clear. The association of personal reactions ‘fears and tears’ and ‘smiles and
wiles” makes the poem appealing and telling:

The tree bears an apple. This remindus of the ‘Forbidden Fruit’ of the biblical
fame by the eating of which Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of
Eden.

In this poem the apple stands for the temptation to take revenge. It signifies the
plot that the anger helps to invent, and the defeat that overtakes the enemy by
eating the fruit. The last line tells us that the narrator felt happy when he saw
his enemy lying dead. This shows the inhuman nature of a person who is
subjected, to anger. The poem provides us the message that anger makes us
heartless brutes:
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