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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

There are many who wish to receive the Tamil
Times but do not. Some write to us, having
been shown the paperbyoursubscribers, ask
for back numbers, and enquire as to why they
have had no information about the paper.
Please send us the names and addresses of
yourfriendsandrelations so thatwe maysend
them introductory free copies.
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AN ALL-PARTY COMMITTEE FOR ‘NATIONAL UNITY"
-A PRECURSOR TO ‘NATIONAL GOVT’

The formation of an all-party parliamentary commi-
ftee with the declared purpose of seeking ways
and means of ensuring communal harmony and
‘national unity’ has been mooted in Sri Lanka.
Yhe government parliamentary group which re-
certly met has already adopted a resolution on a
suc jestion made by President J.R.Jayawardene
to £ 3t up such a committee.

Prior te the intervention by
the President at the United
National Party [UNP) parlia-
mentary group mesting, Mr,
W.J.M. Lokubandara, who has
zschieved a reputation for his
anti-Tamil outpouring, moved
2 motion to proscribe all politi-

tion of confrontation between
the Sinhalese and Tamils which,
according to him, would dis-
rupt the government’s develop-
ment plans. On the other hand,
he considers that such a step
would undermine the efforts
he is making to set up a natio-

nal government’. Political ob-
servers believe that Mr.Jaya-
wardene's proposal for an all-
|party committee is designed
85 a precursor to a ‘national
government’,

., The Opposition Leader and
TULF General Secretary, Mr.A.
Amirthalingam, is said to have
described the proposal for an
all-party committee as one
|worthy of consideration, but
‘added that it was for the Work-
ling Committee of the TULF to
idecide on the matter.

“Will the TULF collabarate in

cal parties and groups, inclu- |
ding the Tamil United Libera-
non Front (TULF), which advo-
zated the setting up of a sepa-
rata state for the Tamil speak-
ng people. Although Mr Jaya-
wardene and his party were
oieased about the role played
oy the TULF leadership during
the Presidential election cam-
oaign, the TULF's open cam-|
paign for a NO vote at the|
recently  held referendum
would appear to have angered
= substantial section of the
government party.

President Jayawardene is re- |
corted to have rejected, at least |
for the time being, the propo- |
szl for a ban on 'separatist’

crganisations to avoid a situa- |
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PRIESTS TO

Three Roman Catholic priests,
along with thrae others, are to

‘be charged before the High

Court in Colombo under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
which has been denounced by
the International Commission
of Jurists as a statute that
violates fundamental human
rights.

Rev.Fr.A Singarayer, Rev.Fr.5.
Sinnarasa, Rev.Fr.Jayatilaka-
rajah, Dr.Jayakularajah, Uni-
versity Lecturer Mr.Mithianan-
dan and his wife Mrs. Nirmala
Mithianandan are the suspects
concerned,

According to Sri Lankan news-
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BE CHARGED

Fr, Hirrgnm;':
paper reports, which seem to
know more about the action
that is to be taken against
these persons than the sus-
pects themselves or their law-
yers, the three priests are to be
charged for ‘helping in the
concealment of the proceeds
from the raid at the Neerveli
Bank’. The other 'suspects
are reported to be facing char-
1ges connected with harbouring
three youths injured in the
attack on the Chavakachcheri

- |Police Station.

Fr.Jayatilakarajah and Dr.Jaya-
ikularajah are presently held at

‘the Magazine Prison while Fr.

=8l 2 ham Foundation.
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. "national government’ under
the leadership of J.R.Java-
wardene?" is the question that
is being debated in political
circles in Sri Lanka. The TULF
leadership's indirect support
to J.R.during the Presidential
|Electinn campaign in not put-
ting up a candidate against
thim ot campaigning against
ihim, and the protracted nego-
‘tigtion it has had with the
Igovernment prior to the cam-
ipaign, lend credence to the
|speculation that the TULF, at
least at leadership level, might
view the proposal for a national
'government with favour.

' The visit ta Sri Lanka of Dr.Al.
Wilson, the Sri Lankan Profe-
(ssor of New Brunswick Uni-
versity in Canada, is said 1o be
not without significance, He
was the architect who master-
minded the commencement
of the previous round of nego-
tiations between the TULF and
the government. He is said to
be presently playing a similar
rola.

Before either collaborating
with or joining a ‘national
government’, the TULF leader-
ship has to =ell the idea 1o its
rank and file, which has be-
,come increasingly impatient
.and suspicious about the leader-
‘ship. The TULF also cannot
ignore the other youth groups
which operate outside the
i TULF and which have shown
no hesitation in using viclence
as a means of struggle. Nor
can it forget the massive rejec-
tion suffered by the UNP at
|the recently held referendum
{from the Tamil speaking people.
! However, JR will not forget or
Ihesitate to remind the TULF
||Iaader5 that the proposal to-
ban all 'separatist’ organisa-

tions has not been altogether
Cont. on Page 16
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COMMITTEE FOR
NATIONAL UNITY

The Sri Lankan ruling party’s pariiamentary group’s
decision to set up an all-party parliamentary com-
mittee to discuss ways and means of ensuring
racial harmony would appear to be in the right
direction. Anyone who is interested in resolving
the apparently never ending ethnic conflictshould
welcome any step that is taken to raise this issue
above party politics.

The ‘Sinhala-Tamil issue’ was deliberately created
by designing and opportunist politicians to rouse
the communal passions of the ordinary people in
order to gain power, Many of them are still around
and there is no shortage of them either within the
government or in the opposition. And, at last, if
they realise that they have to resolve the confhictto
which they have contributed in no small measure,
they deserve support in their effort.

However, the success of such an effort depends
on several factors. The participants, particularly
those in authority, should have good faith and not
entertain ulterior motives such as consolidating
themselves in power. They should recognise the
reality that the country is inhabited by two major
ethnic groups, both determined to retain their
identity. The feeling of discrimination and oppre-
ssion suffered by the Tamll speaking people is not
a figment of their fertile imagination. The gradual
trans.ormation of ‘national political parties’ and
the policies they pursued while in power have
turned the Tamll speaking people Into political
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outcastes.

They have suffered the direct and indirect conse-
quences of overt and covert acts of racial discrimi-
nation. Periodically they have been subjected to
racial violence In the course of which their lives
and property have been lost,

Among the Tamil speaking people, there is a|
genuine fear that their identity and existence as a|
“Tamil Mation’, within the physical confines and
constitutional framework of a single state, have
been threatened. The proved failure of the parlia-
mentary method to amicably do away with the
intense discrimination against the Tamil speaking
people| and the growing threat to their identity
have resuited in the inevitable recourse to the use

of political violence as a means of struggle.

Thatisthe reality. The success of the proposed all-
party committee for national unity, or for that
matter any other effort made to resolve the ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka, depends on the recognition
of that reality. The parties that are represented In
such B committee should pledge themsalves not
to exploit the ‘Sinhala Tamil issue’ at any time to
gain popular support or power. Let them keep
themselves free and independentto fight for power
or support among the people on the basis of their

p!'aforrad ideological or political positions.

POLICE INVADE CHURCH
PEOPLE TEAR-GASSED,

“We the religious leaders of,

‘avuniya very strongly protest
to you regarding the brutal
|behaviour of the Vavuniya palice
'nfficers in tear-gassing, humi-
liating, harassing and assaul-
ting innocent people assemb-
led atthe St.Anthony's Church
on 151th December 1282,

“|n this country 5o far, places
|of religious worship have baen
treated with respect and sanc-
tity and, therefore, we view
this incident very sariously and
ask you to take very stern
action against these officers
immediately and also ensure
freedam of assembly, warship
and security of lifz in places of
religious worship”. This is the
text of a letter sent to the
President of Sri Lanka, Mi.J.R.
Jayawardene, by religious
leaders of seven denomi-
nations protesting against the
{brutal police attack upon the
people, including women and
children, at StAnthony's Church,
Vavuniya on 15th December
1982,

The seven religious leaders
who sent the letter of protest
to the President are Rev.Kurun-
thugoda Rathanasara Thero,
MWiharathipathi of Madukande
|Buddist temple; Rev.Siyam-
|balagaswewe  Wimalasara
Thero, Viharathipathi of Vavu-
niva Vihare; Rev.Fr.Alban Raja-
|singham, Pafish Priest of Vawvu-
Iniva A.C.Church; Rev.Dr.D.J.
Kanagaratnam, Parish Priest,
Anglican Church; Moulavi A.
Badurdeen, Town Mosqgue,
WVavuniya; Brahma Sri M.K.Kan-
|dasamay lyer, Kudiyeruppu Pil-
‘layar Temple and Siva Sri R
Balachandra Kurukkal, Kanda-
samy Kovil, Vavuniya.

About 5800 people had assem-
bled in the church premises to
observe a wholeday of religious
prayars and fast to peacefully
protest against the Prevention
of Terrorism Act and recent
arrests, especially of Christian
priests.

At about 9.35 a.m., police
'afficers arrived at the scene
and ordered the peopls to leave
the church premises, The pao-
ple continued to sit. The police,
under arders from the Superin-
tendent of Police, commenced
an unprovoked brutal attac
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KICKED & BEATEN
on the people, many of whom
were at this time worshipping
inside the church. The police
threw tear gas grenades into
the crowd and the people sterted
rurining in different directions
crying, shouting and many fai-

iting. They attacked the men,
women and children within
the precints of the church itself,

Some of the women and girls
ware pulled by their hair, kicked
and heaten. People were indis-
criminately kicked, beaten with
batons and abused in the most
offensive language. The police
did not spare even those who
were worshipping. Those who
happened to belong to the
Sinhala community among the
people present were abu-
sed in the most vulgar langua-
ge and thrashed. The police
shouted abuse at them: "Thopi
Sinhalayektha” (Are youa Sin-
halese?); "Thopige thatha De-
melektha"" (Is your father a
Tamil?), etc. The vehicles be-
longing to the participants
were stoned and damaged.

- Many were taken into custody,
including S.Rajasundaram, the

Organising Secretary of Gan-
dhiyam, R.Masudevan, Eela-
venthan, S.Karunanithi, 5.Kan-
digh, Innasimuthu, David Maga-
nathan, Dr.Nanda Fernando,
Dr.Kanagaratnam, the Vavu-
niva Branch Secretary of the
Maovement for Inter Racial Jus-
tice and Equality and many
pthers. Mr.Rajasundaram’s
camera and tape recorder ware
confiscated. One of the jeeps
belonging to Gandhiyam also
was seizad by the police, All
were remanded in custody.

The police remained at the,
entrance to the premises until
Ep.m. preventing anybody lea-
ving the church.

Cont from P.1
Singarayer, Fr.Sinnarasa and
Mr. and Mrs.Mithianandan are
held at the Welikade Prison in
Colombo.

Meanwhile, it is reported that
the father of Mrs.Nirmala Ni-
thianandan, Mr.A.Rajasingam,
Vice Principal of Jafina College
and Manager of MORNING
STAR,the oldest English jour-
nal in Asia, has filed a Habeas
Corpus applicationin the High
Court of Colombao in respect of
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REFERENDUM- A POSTMORTEM

JR'S PARLIAMENT WITHOUT ELECTIONS

A political observer was heard
‘to say after hearing the results
of the referendum held on
'22nd December 1982, “J.R.
Jayawardene built a new and
jimposing parliamentary com-
plex spending over a thousand
million rupees; once it was
completed and declared open
with all pomp and pageantry,
he did away with parliamentary
elections. Now Sri Lanka has
a parliament without parlia-
mentary elections™.

Sri Lanka claims to be ademo-
cracy but not a single country
in the world worthy of such a
name has so far had the life of
its parliament extended with-
out elections. The constitution
of the country has been amen-
ded extending the present par-
liament for a further period of
six years following the ‘victory’
at the referendum. The United
National Party (UNP) govern-
ment of President J.R. Jaya-
wardene which was elected in
July 1977 will continue in
office until August 1989 with-
out having to go before the
‘people.

Itis argued that the 'victory’ at
the referendum meant that the
people of the country have
given their approval for the
extension of parlia-
‘agreed to their own disfran-
chisement on the question of
electing a new government.
Does this argument have any
substance? Let us examine
‘the facts and circumstances
surrounding the referendum
and the results.

NOT FAIR OR FREE

Did the people have a free and
fair chance to express their

views at the poll? The only
opposition daily paper, ATH-
THA, was closed down under
emergency regulations no
isooner than the campaign be-
gan. Leading members of the
:strongest opposition party, the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party, inclu-
ding its Secretary were taken
iinto custody and kept in deten-
tion.

Opposition campaign meetings
were attacked and disrupted
by pro-government thugs. Even
meetings organised by Budd-
hist monks and Christian priests
were not spared from attack.
Although the election laws pro-
hibited the putting up of posters

displaying the lamp exho#ing
the people to vote 'Yes were
permitted to be put up every-
posters containing the symbols
{Lamp for 'Yes' and Pot for
‘No’), posters displaying the
lamp exhorting the people to
vote ‘Yes were permitted to be
iput up everywhere including
government and public build-
ings, state transport vehicles,
etc. whereas the election laws
were strictly enforced on the
‘opposition. The state-owned
press, radio and television net-
work were employed in the
most scandalously partisan
manner to campaign fora‘yes’
vote. The state security services
were used to terrorise and
disrupt the opposition campaign.

On the day of the poll itself,
thuggery and intimidation reig-
ned supreme. There were re-
ports of opposition polling
agents being attacked and
ichased away from polling sta-
tions by gangs of pro-govern-
ment thugs. The scale of imper-
'sonation of votes was such

that even the vote of Mr. Hector
Kobbekaduwa, the SLFP can-
didate in the Presidential elec-
tion, had been cast by the time
he went to exercise his vote.
In this context, one could
hardly come to the conclusion
that the people of the country
had a free and fair opportunity
to express their views at the
referendum.
ONLY 38% VOTED YES
Let us examine the voting at
the referendum itself. In nor-
mal circumstances, the average
voter turnout in any general
election in Sri Lanka had been
about 85 per cent of the total
registered voters. The total
number of registered voters
stands at 8,145,015. On this
basis,6,923,262 should and
would have veted at the refe-
rendum. However the vote at
the referendum was only
5,768,662 which constituted
only 70 per cent of the total
registered votes. 3,141,223
constituting just 38 per cent
of the total electrate voted

Y
TOWARDS ONE PARTY RULE....

“Mr.Jayewardene obviously
has his own notions of demo-
cracy. He imposes an emer-
gency in the country even as
the people are asked to take
part freely in the referendum.
Many Opposition leaders are
put behind prison bars and
‘thus literally incapacitated from
taking part in the related cam-
paign. There is an atmosphere
of fear among the people in
the northern and eastern pro-
vinces, especially where the
authorities have stationed for-
ces in the name of maintaining
law and order in the face of a
call for boycotting the referen-
dum given by the Tamil United
Liberation Front. As Mr.Jaye-
wardene’s main concern seems
to be to have captive Parlia-
ment for the entire period he is
going to be President, he has
gone through his projected
idea with a rare sense of tho-
roughness and a lack of inhi-
bition. The results indicate that
the Government polied 54.7
per cent of the votes cast and
'the combined Opposition 45.3
jpercent. And in the new Parlia-

UIJILIZEU UY
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ment they will still continue to
enjoy the five sixths majority
he has at present. Worse, un-
der the Constitution Mr. Jaya-
wardene (as boss of the UNP)
can pick, choose and manipu-
late his party’'s new members
of Parliament. A significant as-
pect of the political situation
is that he has lost the referen-
dum heavily in the Tamil areas,
a clear indication that the Sin-
hala-Tamil rift is actually wide-
ning under this dispensation.
The Tamil United Liberation
‘Front has announced that it
‘will, in protest, refuse to nomi-
inate new MPs to fill the vacan-
‘cies arising out of the proposed
resignations in August. If he
does not in the meanwhile
.make meaningful moves to
'bring the Tamil leaders to the
.conference table, Mr.Jayawar-
‘dene will be virtually leading
the country towards one-party
rule with all its menacing impli-
cations and, in the end, may
have won nothing more than a
Pyrrhic victory.”

(EXTRACTS FROM “HINDU"
EDITORIAL).

vion)

BY R.GANESHAN

‘yes'. What does this signify?
62 per cent of the registered
,voters either voted against the
government or did not vote at
all. In fact the government's
.vote at the referendum plum-
meted by over 400,000 from
the votes it obtained at the
presidential election in October.,
More revealing is the fact the
‘government was defeated out-
right in 48 of the 168 consti-
.tuencies. These included cons-
[tituencies represented by five
cabinet ministers, five Deputy
ministers and 19 UNP MPs.
Electorates represented by lead-
iing figures in the UNP such as
ithe Finance Minister Ronnie
‘de Mel, Minister of State Anan-
datissa de Alwis, Minister of
Health Dr. Ranjith Attapattu,
Minister of Home Affairs Mr.
K.W. Devanayanam, Minister
of Regional Development Mr.
C. Rajadurai, the Speaker Mr.
Bakeer Markar, the Deputy
Speaker Mr. Norman Waidiya-
Iratne, Deputy Minister of Pri-
'vate Omnibus Services Mr.P,
|Gunasekera, the Deputy Mini-
ster of State Mr. V.L. Wijeman-
Ine, the Deputy Minister of

.Sports Mr.E.Tillakeratne, and

ithe -Deputy Minister of Rural
/Industrial Development Mr.M.
tKularatne voted ‘NO’. While
‘the people in these electoratgs,
have demonstrably and clearly
rejected the government and
its MPs by voting ‘no’, these
electorates will continue to be
represented by the rejected
MPs for the next six years!
Cont. on Page 11
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TAMIL
INSCRIPTION
ON MAORI BELL

Prof. R. Muniappan, Associate,
Dean of Arts, University of
Guam, Guam, writing in “The
Hindu" of December 18, states.,
"Recently | came to know the
existence of a “Tamil Bell” in
the National Museum of New
Zealand in Wellington. A mis-

sionary, Rev. William Colenso,.

first discovered this bell while

visiting the Maoris.in the West:

Coast of New Zealand m
1830’s. The inscription on the
bell written in Tamil translates
to “"Mohoyiden Buk’s Ship’s
Bell”.

| am in communication with
some of the New Zealand his-
torians on the history of the
bell. | would like to bring this
information to the attention of
the Tamil historians, and would
appreciate receiving any infor

mation that wouldhelp us 11@ ,

the histary of the bel).."

1 am sure it will be-of use not
only for furthering the history,

of New Zealand, but also shed
light on the history of Tamil
traders.”

~.10) schooling, and 10.9 pe

2 MILLION
LANKANS
ILLITERATE|

As many as 1.9 million (14
per cent) of the population of
Sri Lanka have had no schooling
whatsoever, according to the
results of a recently conducted
survey by the Department of;
Census and Statistics.

Only 2.6 per cent have passed
their GCE ‘A’ Levels. Although

* ‘university education has been -

available in Sri Lanka for over
forty years, the numberofgra- -
duates in the country is rela-
tively small. According to the
survey, there are 74,980 gra-!
duates amounting to 0.6 per
cent of the population. Of those
who have graduated, 47,170 -
were men and 27,8 10 women

- Of those who have been t

school, 41.3 per cent have

. <had enly primary {grades 1

5) education; 33.1 per cen
have had middle grade (6

cent have passed the G.C.E. O
Levels.

First Tamil VIDEO Shop
From The Pioneers

Large Library of Original
Tamil, Hindi and Singala Films.

O Also Video Games for children O

FOR HIRE

OR SALE

(PHILIPS VIDEGPAC G70001

We specialise in mail orders. Overseas customers are
welcome. Special discount for large orders.

TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE IN
FILM ENTERTAINMENT

We now give you the ultimate home entertainment
LATE OPENING, FOR FURTHER DETAILS &
LIST OF FILMS, RLEASE RING
P. SRINIVASAN 01-679 1953 (HOME 01-656 0396)

TAMIL FILM VIDEO CLUB, 1524 LONDON ROAD
LONDON S.W.16

SEVERE DAMAGE
CAUSED BY
FLOODS

i Several parts in the Matale
'District and parts of the Eastern
Province in Sri Lanka were
seriously affected by heavy;
floods and earth slips which
accurred during the third week
of December.

As many as fifty people were
reported to have been buried
in landslides in the Matale
district. A massive boulder,
sbout forty feet in diameter,
erashed down the mountain-

lous slopes flattening several

Imara trees and every thing on
'its downward track. The boul-
der, after travelling more than
a quarter of a mile, finally came
‘to a stop about five hundred
yards from the power station.
Thousands were rendered
homeless in the areas affected
by the floods. Several bridges
were biown off snd the roads
‘were seriouslty Hameged'
making relief work immensely)

- difficult. Heavy rains swelled

the main five tanks in the area,
breaching their bunds and
causing extensive damage to
the surrounding areas.
In the Eastern Province, the
Mahaweli food plains were
submerged and the Muttur
and Seruwila divisions of the
Trincomalee district were cut
off from the mainland. Accor-
ding to the Government Agent
of Batticaloa, over 25,000
families had been affected.

INDO-LANKAN

'FERRY TO

RESUME

The ferry service for passen-
gers, parcels and goods bet-
ween India and Sri Lanka will
be resumed in January.

This was agreed to ata meeting
held in Colombo recently, Mr.
B.P. Tilakaratne, High Commi-
ssioner for Sri Lanka in New
Delhi, told members of the
iIndo-Sri Lanka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.
Representatives from the Indian
and Sri Lankan Government
Railways, Shipping Corporation
of India which operates the
service and officials of the Cus-
toms/Immigration  Depart-
ments from both the countries
participated in the Colombo
meeting,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TULF & UNP

Itis a well-known fact that the
Tamils of the Northern & East-
ern parts of Sri Lanka obtain
water for cultivation by squee-
zing the stones which they dig
out from the arid earth. No
colonisation is possible in such
terrain. People in the North &
East are starved of good culti-
vable land and water for culti-
vation. The Sinhalese of the
South will find the terrain and
weather in these two areas
very hard going for their exis-
tence.

Under the circumstances the
Government should declare
these two areas {inhabited
mainly by Tamils} a homeland
for Tamil people and Tamil
culture. This suggestion is with-
out prejudice to Sinhalese as
the state language of the entire
Island. If accepted, it will remove
all obstacles to national unity
and national progress.

The Australian Government
has granted a certain amount
of autonomy to the Aborigines,
retaining certain key functions
like defence and communica-
tions for itself. A similar arran-

gement could be worked out
" “here so that the Tamils of the

‘North and East could enjoy a
certain amount of freedom with-
in the framework of the Govern-
ment.

This is the age of co-existence.

A solution is within easy reach
if the leaders of the UNP and
TULF will concede the fact
that the days of Kings and
Kingdoms are long over.
D.J.Thamotheram
9 Vivekananda Avenue,
Colombo 6.

Economic Development

| thank you for your interesting
paper which | have been recei-
ving regularly for the past
several months.

May | suggest that you include
articles on the various possibi-
lities of economic develop-
ment of the Tamil areas? | am
sure that it will be of great
advantage to expatriate Tamils
who wish to back such develop-
ment and also to readers at
home. Perhaps you might wish
to think of giving a whole
issue to this theme.
IK.Mylvaganam
Norway
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NIRMALA PRISIONER OF CONSCIENCE

The national oppression of
Tamils in Sri Lanka has reached
a grave and critical situation.
tFor the first time, the Sri Lankan
state has extended its arm of
repression against the Tamil
intelligentsia and the members
of the church. One of the out-
standing figures who fell a
victim to this recent wave of
lstate terrosism is NIRMALA
NITHIYANANDAN. Nirmala is
@ renowned feminist and a
ipopular progressive writer. She
hails from Jaffna, daughter of
Mr.A. Rajasingam (Vice Princi-
pal, Jaffna College and Mana-
ger, Morning Star)and is aged
thirty. She was arrested on the
18th of November 1982 by
the state security forces and
since then held incommunicado
and subjected to indignity,
harassment and possibly tor-
ture. Nirmala is one of the
latest victims of the infamous
law called the ‘Prevention of
Terrorism Act’, which has been
universally denounced by
world civil rights movements,
including the International Com-
mission of Jurists and Amnes-
ty International, as represscve

.and as violating fundamental
human liberties. This draconian
law denies trial by jury and
admits confessions extracted
by torture in evidence.

NIRMALA’S
UNIQUE CASE.
‘The case of Nirmala is unique‘
since this is the first time the’
lGovernment has cracked down,

k)n a popular artiste. Her case'
is also unigque since she is’

BY B.RAJESWARY

B i
‘Isubjected to a dual form of
oppression, both as a Tamil
and as awoman. On one hand,

he is a member of the oppres-
ed Tamil nation and therefore
subjected to vicious forms of
racist attack at the hands of
her oppressors. Secondly, as a
oman, she is subjected to
ndignity and harassment by
ale chauvinists. It is well
,documented that in wars and
in national liberation struggles
specific tortures, humiliations
and atrocities were perpetrated
on women by the very fact that
the victims are females. Nirmala

Contact:

The known name in low-cost fares
We put you in touch with the world
® Sri Lanka * Australia
* Europe * Singapore * U.S.A.

* India * Mauritius

RITA SANDRASAGARA
5 CAVENDISH AVE.
LONDON N3 3QP

Tel: 01-346 5044

is caught up in this specific
situation. She is detained at
Gurunagar Army Camp, Jaffna,
a place notorious for military
torture and tyranny. She is
held at this military centre with-
:out female guards, manned by

Sinhala male soldiers some of

whom are infamous torturers
land racial fanatics. It is a well
lknown fact that during the
[youth insurrection of 1971 a
‘number of women detainees
were raped by soldiers and
Prema Mannamperi was sadis-
tically murdered. Nirmala's
detention under these condi-
tions *has given rise to grave
concern among the Tamil pub-
lic.
COMMITMENT

TO FREE{DOM.
Nirmala sympathised and sup-

‘ported the struggle of the Tamil - -

people to gain their right of
self-determination. Her com-
mitment to the cause of national
freedom of the oppressed
"Tamil nation has earned her
respect from wider sections of
the popular masses. As a writer,
dramatist, sociologist and poli-
‘tical scientist she contributed
'immensely to raise the level of
social and political conscious-
ness of the Tamils, particularly
the youth. She wrote and pro-
duced plays, translated literary
and political works. Her trans-
lations introduced the national
and socialist struggles of the
Latin American and African
people. Nirmala was also a
literary critic. In her critical
writings on literature she
emphasised the role of culture
in the national struggle of the
Tamils. Literature and drama,
she always argued, should ref-
lect social and political realities
and should advance the strug-
gle of the oppressed and ex-

ploited masses. One of Nirmala's
{primary concerns has been

the emancipation of the oppres-
sed Tamil women. To this task
she dedicated herself fully in
actively arganising and partici-
pating in women'’s liberation
campaigns. By her unrelenting

ling radical feminist in the
Tamil homelands.

| Nirmala was arrested along
iwith her husband, who himself
is a known educationist (alec-
‘turer at the Jaffna University)
|and a literary critic. Simulta-
neously, a number of Catholic
priests were also taken into
custody. These arrects sparked
off mass protests by the Tamil
nation. The leaders of the Church,
'politicians and human rights
groups have appealed to the
Government for their release.
.The Army High Command in-
‘sists that the arrested persons,
including Nirmala, provided
sancturary to some wounded
.youths alleged to be “terrorists”.
Terrorism is a concept in the
Sri Lankan context utilised by
‘the State ideological and pro-
,paganda apparatus to describe”

the resistance movement of
the Tamils which arose as a
consequence of nearly thirty-
'five years of national oppression,
practised by successive Sin-
hala Governments against the
Tamil people. The oppression
assumed a multi-dimensional
thrust, attacking simulta-
neously at different levels the
conditions of existence of this
nation language, education,
culture, land and the economy,
threatening the very identity
of this people. This continuing
oppression has driven the
people to fight for the right of
national self-determination.
The struggle for political in-
‘dependence at a particular
historical juncture (in the early
seventies) took the form of
armed resistance signifying the
desperate struggle of the
people to win national freedom
| atany cost. Asaconsequence,
the Government has tightened
|ts arm of oppression by intro-
|ducmg repressive legislation
[(Prevention of Terrorism Act)
land bringing the Tamil nation
'under total military siege. Yet
the freedom struggle continues,
;and Nirmala as a lover of free-
‘dom is caught up in the storm,

work she became an outstand- 19f struggle.

“A nation maybe said to consist of its territory,

its people and its laws. The territoryis the only

part which Is of certain durablity.”
-ABRAHAM LINCOLN (1862)

In Foundaton.—— O
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SRI LANKA NEWS IN BRIEF

@SLFP MP EXPELLED: Mr.S.
D.Bandaranaike, the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party MP for Gampa-!
ha, has been expelled from the
for his refusal to withdraw his:
support for a ‘national govern-
ment’ under the leadership of
President J.R.Jayawardene.
@®PLANTATION YOUTH FOR!
POLICE: It is reported that the
governement of Sri Lanka has
decided to fill vacancies at
police stations in the plantation
areas with Tamil speaking youth
from the plantation areas. As a
first step, 15 will be appoint-
ted to each police station as.
police reservists, to be later
progressively assimilated into
the regular service.

@EYE DONATION: The Ceylon'
Eye Donation Society donated:
2606 eyes abroad in the year!
1982.

@®STRIKE BAN: A strike by'

workers at the Port of Colombo

in the middle of December:
was called off following the
promulgation of an Essential!
Services Order under the State’
of Emergency and a threat to,
sack all strickers and to recruit
new workers.

@®CANADIAN PM'S VISIT:
The Prime Minister of Canada,
Mr.Pierre Trudeau, is expected
to visit Sri Lanka in March this!
year. He is to commission the
Maduru Oya Reservoir which
was built with a generous loan
from the Canadian government.
This reservoir is eventually ex-
pected to provide irrigation for
125,000 acres in Polonna-
ruwa.

@®INDIAN MINISTER'S VISIT:
Mr.P.V.Narasimha Rao, the
Indian Foreign Minister, is ex-
pected to visit Sri Lanka in
February this year.

@® EMERGENCY EXTENDED:
The state of emergency that
has been in existence in Sri
Lanka since October has been
extended for a further one
month.

®MUSIC FESTIVAL: The
Music Society of Sri Lank
held its 12th Annual Musi
Festival lasting two days durin
the second week in Decembe
at the Sri Manikka Vinayaga
Temple, Bambalapitiya, Col
mbo. The Indian High Commi
ssioner, Mr.S.J.S.Chatwal, waq
the Chief Guest. |
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SCULPTOR'S VIEW OF THE HIGHGATE MURUGAN TEM-
PLE, 200 ARCHWAY ROAD, LONDON N 6. THE TEMPLE
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IN 1983.

—
10 SLFP MEN FACE 41 CHARGES.

Ten leading members of the
Opposition Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) have been indic-
ted on a total of fortyone char-
ges including a charge of having
attempted to cause disaffection
to a lawfully elected govern-
ment.

The men charged include the
Secretary of the SLFP, Mr.Rat-

nasiri Wickremanayake, the
former Minister of Justice,

Mrs.Tamara lllangaratne, the
wife of former Minister Mr.
T.B. lliangaratne and Anurud-
‘dha Ratwatte, the brother of
former Prime Minister Mrs.
:Sirima Bandaranike.

{ The ten SLFP'ers who were
‘charged and produced before
ithe High Court of Colombo
iwere released on bail ina sum
iof Rs.25,000 each. The trial
has been fixed for February
14,
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'HOUSE OF LORDS RULES
IMMIGRANT STUDENTS ENTITLED TO GRANTS

Overseas students who came’
to this country and were habit-
ually normally resident here,
apart from occasional or tem-
porary absences, should be
regarded as ‘ordinarily resi-
dent’ in the United Kingdom
-and therefore entitled to re-
ceive grants from local autho-
rities, provided they satisfied
the three year residential quali-
fication in accordance with the
Local Education Authority
Awards Regulations. This was
the judgement of the Houso
‘of Lords who considered five
appeals against the decisions
.of the Court of Appeal in cases
where Local Authorities had
‘refused to award grants on the
ground that they were not'ordi-
narilt resident’ in this country.
The House of Lords judge-
ment delivered on 16th Decem-
ber, 1982, will not only be of
enormous benefit to overseas
students in the future, but
they are also likely to be entitled
to get back a refund of the full
fees they would have paid
when they were refused grants
on the grounds of ‘ordinary
‘residence’.

The National Union of Stu-

it was the recently retired
Lord Denning, Master of Rolls,
who, giving the Immigration
Act precedence over the Edu-
cation Act of 1962, gave the
previous Court of Appeal judge-
ment that a student was not
entitled to a mandatory grant
from the Local Education Autho-
rity when he or she had any
restrictions in regard to his or
her stay on the passport.
' The National Union of Stu-
dents, which had been spear-
heading the fight on behalf of
the overseas students, was
delighted at the decision of
the House of Lords. Its Presi-
dent, Neil Steward, said that
“there is now a reasonable
working definition which the
local authorities can apply and
they no longer have to ask to
see passports before consi-
dering the award of grants.
This ends a form of humiliation
:which is tantamount to educa-
tional apartheid, and this just
'goes to show what an organi-
sation like the NUS can do
when it shows total persistence

SERENDIB TRAVELS

% WE HAVE AWIDE SELECTION OF
FLIGHTS TO COLOMBO, BOOK
YOUR SUMMER HOLIDAYS IN

-SRI LANKA WITH US.

* WHY NOT TELEPHONE US NOW
AND BOOK YOUR SEATS?

% FLIGHTS TO COLOMBO,
SINGAPORE, HONGKONG,
JAKARTA, BANGKOK, AND
TRIVANDRUM BY AIR LANKA -
THE NATIONAL CARRIER.

SERENDIB TRAVELS
64 CRUSOE ROAD,
MITCHAM, SURRY.

TEL: 01-631 4114 (WESTEND OFFICE)
01-640 1844 (EVENINGS & WEEKENDS)

towards achieving natural jus-
tice”.

| Lord Scarman, with whose
judgement all four other Lord-
hips concurred, stated that in
each case the student had
entered the United Kingdom
‘some three years ago, or earlier
for the purpose of seeking an
educational qualification by
pursuing a course of study at
some school or college, paying
his own fees and relying upon
.family resources for his main-
tenance.

After obtaining his educational
qualification he applied to a
local education authority for
an award in respect of a first
degree, or comparable, course
of further education. In each
case the application was refu-
sed.

Each student had applied for
judicial review on the ground
that the local education autho-
rity had erred in law in reaching
the conclusion that the student
had failed to prove that he had
been ordinarily resident in the
United Kingdom throughout
the three years preceding the

-first year of the course in ques-
tion.

All five students were immi-
grants. None of them had the
right of abode in the United
Kingdom.

The limited leave included a
condition that on completion
of his studies the student would
depart from the country - altho-
ugh, of course, it would be
open to him to apply for an
extension, in which event the
secretary of state could grant

‘a limited or unlimited extension
or refuse the application.

The question was as to the
meaning to be given in the
context of the Education Acts
to the words “ordinary resi-
dent in the United Kingdom.

Section 1 of the 1962 Act
imposed a duty on every local
education authority to bestow
awards (“mandatory” as they
were called) on persons ordi-
narily resident in its area who
possessed the requisite edu-
cation authority and the edu-
cational qualification. There
was no hint of nationality, cou-
ntry of origin, or domicile as a
condition of eligibility; but the
duty was subject to and in
accordance with regulations
made under the Act.

; Regulations which had been
'made from time to time had
!always included an exception
‘based on a requirement of
ithree years’ ordinary residence
iin the United Kingdom as a
'condition of eligibility for a
,mandatory award.

Two questions of statutory
lnterpretatlon arose: (1) What
\was the natural and ordinary
meaning of “ordinary residence
in the United Kingdom”.

{(2) Did the statute in the con-
text of the relevant law again-
;st the background of which it
was enacted, or in the circum-
stances of today, including in
'particular the impact of the
|Immigration Act 1971, com-
:pel one to substitute a special
iand if so, what meaning to the
’words “ordinary resident in
rthe United Kingdom™?

1 His Lordship answered the
fquestions by stating (1) The
|natural and ordinary meaning
'of the words had been authori-
tatively determined in the
tHouse in two tax cases repor-
‘ted in 1928.

{2) No, the 1962 Act and the
‘regulations were to be const-
‘rued by giving to the words
i “ordinary resident in the United
;Kingdom” their natural and
iordinary meaning.

: “Ordinarily resident” was not
ja term of art in English law.
{Ordinary or habitual residence
‘had, in effect, now supplanted
'domicile as the test of jurisdic-
ition in family lave and, as Lord
iJustice Eveleigh recalled in

the Court of Appeal (p 483)
the concept was used in a
number of twentieth century
statutes, including, very signi-
Iflcantly, the Immigration Act
1971.

Though the meaning of ordi-
inary words was a question of
fact, the meaning to be attri-
buted to enacted words was a
question of law. So a question
of law arose as to the meaning
of “ordinarily resident in the
United Kingdom”, even though
it arose only at a preliminary
-stage in the process of deter-
Imining a question of fact,
namely, whether the propos-
‘situs” (in the present appeals,
Ithe student applicant) had es-
Itablished the fact of ordinary
iresidence for the prescribed

period. 1 Cont. on Page 10 -
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KAILAS - THE WRITER, EDITOR,
LITERARY MIDWIFE AND DON

The news of the sudden demise
of Prof. K. Kailasapathy came
as a rude shock. It will take a
long time to get over that sense
of lament that has enveloped
our hearts and without excep-
tion benumbed us all.
The writer became acquainted
with him in 1953 when as a
school boy he published aquar-
terly Journal in Tamil called
“Tamil Osai”. This literary ac-
quaintance later became con-
verted into a permanent bond
of friendship and mutual trust
and respect.

Kailas, as he was fondly called
by his friends, was always
unassuming and treated all
alike irrespective of social stan-
ding. He always greeted every-
one with a spontaneous and
simple smile and courteous
words. He never hesitated to
gather information from ordi-
nary people when he wanted
such information.

Atthe Peradeniya
University.

As astudent at the Peradeniya
University, he displayed an uni-
que intarest in Tamil studies
under the late Professors K.
Kanapathipillai and V. Chelva-
nayagam. Prof. S. Vithiananthan,
the present Vice-Chanchellor
of Jaffna University, then a
young and active lecturer in
Tamil, groomed and selected
promising uvndergraduates to
be what they are today and
Kailas was one of them.

Prof. S. Vithiananthan carried
further the impetus given to
spoken Tamil, folk - literature
and folk drama by the late
Prof.K. Kanapathipillai. He
directed and produced such
dramas at the University and
Kailas and Sivathamby were
two of the early actors. Kailas
played his roles well and earned
the admiration of the audience
and critics. Kailas wrote a few
short - stories as well.
His career as a journalist

Even as an undergraduate
Kailas wrote a series of aricles|

.in the VIRAKESARI on THOLKA~
PPIYAM the oldest Tamil work’

available. He developed his
flair for writing while stilt an:
undergraduate and became an
accomplished writer and critic.
He was also a voracious reader.
Having completed his

University career he|
worked as a journalist at]
the L.ake House. He was

‘first editor of the Weekly

edition of THINAKARAN

and later rose to be its;

Editor-in-Chief. His career
in journalism as aworking
journalist bears an inde-
lible impression on the
Tamil literary scene in Sri
Lanka. There was a time
when the traditional Tamil
Pundits and scholars rec-
koned only the old Tamil
literature- the Sangam and
Post-Sangam literature
and literature both reli-
gious and secular of the
romantic periods of Pal-
lava, Pandia, Chola, and
Vijayanagara dynasties.
They discounted modern
literature like short-stories,
novels, modern poetry
and drama. Kailas broke
this tradition.

languages through Kailas's sin-
gular contribution. The fotklore
and literature of the Tamils of
the plantation areas, and spo-
ken dialects of different parts
of Sri Lanka not only became
known (o the outside world
but alsc came to be seriously
studied both within and without.
Kailas gave up his position as
a working journalist to take up
his academic call at the Univer-
sity. His rich experience through

direct journalistic contacts made.

him an authority in modern
literature. His career as an aca-
demician is equally characteri-
zed by distinctive contributions.

Tamil literature which was
hitherto looked upon as a past-
time and pleasure reacding was
re-interpreted as a mirror of
contemporary socio-economic
changes, and reflection of a
given period. Kailas excelled
‘in this field and many of his
writings were looked upon as

BY. A.THEVA RAJAN

Kailas gave every encou-

ragement to promising.

writers particularly the
young, infactalarge num-
ber of Tamil writers today
in various fields came to
the limelight and estab-
lished theirinherent worth
during this period. This
period, in the early
sixties, was one ofintense
literary activity. This new
wave of modernity in lite-
rary enterprise lapped the
shores of the entire Tamil
Press and invariably con-
tributed to the emergence
of the modern period of
Tamil literature.

Through his role of literary
midwife, Kailas attracted the
attention of foreign Tamil scho-
lars and writers both within
Tamil Nadu and abroad. Foreign
Tamil scholars began to reco-
gnise Sri Lankan Tamil litera-
ture as an important and indis-
pensable addition to modern
Tamil literature. In fact novelists
like llankeeran Ganeshalingam,
Agastiar, Bebedict Balan, Daniel
and many short story writers,
poets and critics- their inherent
talents apart- became known
‘to the world at large and had
their works translated into Sin-
halese, English and other foreign

standard works. In Indian, Malay-
sian,
foreign Universities where Ta-
mil is a subject of learning and
research, Kailas's books are
given recognition as either text
books or reference books. He
made a daring deviation from
traditional approaches in lite-
rary criticism and has come to
be accepted by all, though
there are some dissenters with
regard to some of his conclu-

_sions.

Thesis for his Doctorate

From the University he went
to Birmingham where he obtai-
ned his Doctorate for his thesis
on “Tamil Heroic Poetry.” This
is a unique work and | cannot
help quoting the late Rev. Fr.
Thani Nayagam the greatest
Tamil Scholar-cum-Ambassa-
dor of Tamil culture. He said:"K.
Kailasapathy in his TAMIL HE-
ROIC POETRY (196 8) followed
earlier suggestions by scholars
like G.U. Pope and studied the
PURAM Cankam poems as
reflecting the Tamil heroic age
like the Homeric poems. This
was a new line of development
which equated Tamil poetry

" with similiar European classi-

cal poetry.” This work was
published by the Oxford Claren-
don Pressin 1968. Kailas pub-

Singapore and other.

lished an abridged Tamil ren-
dering of this work later. He
with Dr. A. Sanmugadas wrote
the book NATIONAL LANGUA-
GES OF SRI LANKA which
was published by the Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs Colom-
boin 1976. He also wrote the
book “CAMPUS PLANNING
IN SRI LANKAWITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO COLOMBO
AND JAFFNA CAMPUSES OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF SRI LAN-
.KA" assisted by D.P.P. Sama-
irasekera and B. Daniskei. It
rwas published by the UNESCO.
© Kailas's contribution to Sri
Lankan Tamil literature in an--
other field is unique. It has
been accepted by Tamil critics
‘that the romance of the nine-
teenth century owes its major
share to Sri Lanka. The fore-
runner of this new wave for
Tamil activity during the late
periods of European domina-
tion which paved the way for
the emergence of Tamil natio-
nalism was Arumuka Navalar
supported and continued by
C.W. Thamotherampillai, Saba-
pathy Navalar, Senthinatha
Aiyar, N. Kathiravetpillai and
others. Kailas explored and
presented the significance and
inalienable importance of this
period in many of his writings
-and works. He edited the NAVA-
LAR CENTENARY VOLUME
AN 1979 which mirrors the
“glory that was” during this

period. Kailas, at the insistence
of the writer, was interested in

bringing out such a volume on
N. Kathiravetpillai, the distin-
guished lexicographer, scholar
and commentator. But the cruel
stroke of fate has removed’
him from our midst.

Kailas was devoted admirer of
Bharati whose centenary is being
celebrated this year. His com-
ments on Bharati have been
highly esteemed and the writer
is personally aware of many
Editors of journals and Bharati
Centenary volumes, even from,
India who had sought articles
from him. Itis unfortunate that
most of these publications will
be posthumous.

Kailas’s contributions and
thoughts have influenced many
a contemporary critic and
scholar. He served as the fount
of a new wave of thought. His
contributions cannot be ana-
lysed in such a brief sketch.

- Cont. on Page 9
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THE INDIAN SCENE

'BY SHANTH)/

CONGRESS (I) ROUTED IN THREE STATES
ANDHRA PRADESH TO BECOME ‘TELUGU NADUV’

The personal charisma of the
Indian Prime Minister, Mrs In-
dira Gandhi, miserably failed
to prevent the shattering rout
that Corgress (I} suffered in
the two southern States of
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
and the north-eastern State of
Tripura in the recently held
State elections. The ignomi-
nious defeat of Congress (1) in
the Andhra Pradesh at the
hands of Telugu Desam, a party
that came into existence just
nine months ago, under the
leadership of the popular film
actor, Mr.N.T.Rama Rao, was
described as a personal defeat
for Mrs.Gandhi herself as she
turned this election “into an
epic fight between her and
N.T.Rama Rao as though it
was a referendum on her own
rule”. She paid the price for

Cont. from Page 8

Punitham Tiruchelvam
Memorial lecture

He has been avisiting lecturer
in many Indian and American
Universities. He has participated
in many international confe-
rences and has presided over
some sessions of such confe-
rences. He has also delivered
some memorial Lectures. This

year he delivered the Punitham |-

Tiruchelvam endowment lec-
ture on Tamil nationalism. He
took part in the International
Conference-Seminars of Tamil
studies held at Mad\ras, Paris
and Madurai. His Press com-

mentaries on the Madras and | -

Paris Conference Seminars are

worthy of note. At Madurai he |

presided over one of the ple-
nary sessions. He was the first,
President of thé Jaffna Cam-
pus of the University of Ceylon
when it was opened and he
carefully built the infrastructure
of a promising future Univer-
sity.

He was an accomplished scho-

lar, a versatile speaker and anl}

indefatigable intellectual.
Though his life-span was rela- | |

tively short, he rose to emi-|
nence and international recog-

nition. ‘
By COURTESY OF “"SATUR- '
DAY REVIEW".

“belitting Mr.Rama Rao's
mass appeal by looking down
on him as though no more
‘than a cruel joke on the Telugu
people”.
- The setback for Congress(l)
was even more greater in the
‘State of Karnataka where the
outcome resulted in the for-
mation of the first ever non-
Congress administration and
the defeat of C(l) Chief Minister
himself and several of his mini-
‘sterial collegues.

In Tripura, the DPI(M) Ted four
party Left Front secured an
absolute majority in the sixty
member Assembly.

NO CONFIDENCE

The outcome of these elections
has been atremendous morale
booster for the opposition
parties which have been in
serious disarray. They regard
these results, particularly in
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh,
as a vote of no-confidence in

. ‘Congress(l) and Mrs.Gandbhi

‘personally as Prime Minister.
The President of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, Mr.A.B.Vajpayee,
has called upon Mrs.Gandhito
resign on th ground that the
“results have clearly and deci-
Isively shown that Mrs.Gandhi
ihas ceased to have a mandate
‘to rule the country”. The CPI
(M) leader,Mr.P.Ramamurti,
went further and said,”It is a
massuve mandate of the people
against the policies pursued
by the Prime Minister, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi",

The magnitude of the defeat,
despite the fact that Mrs.Gan-
dhi spent over three weeks
blazing her way through the
two southern States, which
"have hitherto been Congress
;strongholds, addressing over
1000 meetings, has demons-
|trated that her personality and
icharisma are no longer a sure
guarantee for Congress(l)'s
.continued survival in power.
Already the defeat has shown
’that Congress(l) is in a bad
ishape with large scale defec-
’tlons and dissidents crossing
jover in other States like Maha-
'rashtra, Gujarat and Rajasthan
where her party men have

begun to campaign openly
against Chief Ministers who
were handpicked and appoin-
ted by Mrs.Gandhi. Political
commentators believe that in
the coming period, Mrs.Gan-
dhi would find it immensely
difficult to resist the mounting
| pressure for drastic changes
{in these and other States which
are plagued by crass imcompe-
tence and unconcealed nepo-
tism and corruption.
SUCCESS™OF ‘TELUGU
DESAM’
The stunning success of the
Telugu Desam Partyin Andhra
Pradesh winning 202 of the
total 294 seats in the Assem-
bly, and which was formed
just nine months previously
should be regarded as a remar-
kable personal trimph for the
popular film star, Mr.N.T.Rama
Rao. The transformation of a
film star into a Chief Minister
in such a shortspace of time is
as historic as it is without
precedent. Comparisons can
be made of Mr.Rama Rao with
Mr.M.G.Ramachandran, the
film actor Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu. However, when
MGR became Chief Minister,
he was already a seasoned
politician and a leading figure
in the Dravida Munetra Kaza-
rkam,
‘» Mr.Rama Rao has already
‘brought in some fresh air into
ithe politics of the State. The
115 member Ministry headed
by him sworn in on January
9th is the smallest since 1962.
Represantation has been given
'to all major communities of
the State in his administration.
. Mr.RamaRao has said that a
great effort would be needed
'to cleanse the 30 years of
“pollution” created by pre-
vious administrations and ple-
dged to provide a clean and
‘honest administration. He
would draw only a token salary
of one rupee a month as Chief
Minister and has laid strict
;rules of conduct for his Minis-
[ters and legislators. “The peo-
ple have elected us with great
expectations. We havetogo to
them as servants. Our objec-
tive is not power, but selfless
iservice , heisaid. He advised

his party men to avoid felici-
tation functions and dinners
and notto accept gifts, large or
'small.

On questions of policy, Mr.

iRama Rao said that “our poli-
cies and programmes will be

leftist”, and land reforms would

be implemented and other
'measures would be adopted

to help the poorer sections of
the society. As a first step, rice
would be distributed at two
rupees a kilo and free mid-day
;meal would be provided for
school children. The testing
ground of Mr.Rama Rao's re-
solve will certainly be on the

question of ‘land reforms’ in a
,State where the landed "gentry’
‘constitute a powerful econo-

mic and social force.

MGR, MY ELDER

BROTHER.

Although Telugu Desam was

aregional party, Mr.Rama Rao
'has made it clear that it did not

believe in separatism. The par-

ity’s pleas for more autonomy
ishould not be confused with
_separatist demands. His party
would rename Andhra Pradesh
as TELUGU NADU. The three
language (Telugu, English and
"Hindi) policy would continue,
'but Telugu would be the first
language.

Some thought that the ascent
lof a regional party like Telugu
iDesam to power would lead to
'ahardening of stance in regard
'to the disputed question of
'sharing of Krishna Water with
‘the neighbouring State of Ta-

mil Nadu. Mr.Rama Rao dis-

missed such thoughts by say-
_ing, “India is one country. We

all belong to one nation. What-
ever is in the interest of the
people as a whole should be
jdone”,

On the question of his relation-
'ship with Tamil Nadu, Mr.Ra-
,ma Rao said, "MGR (M.G.
‘Ramachandran, Chief Minis-
‘ter of Tamil Nadu) is my elder
brother and he has always
ltreated me kindly as his youn-
ger brother”. He had known
MGR for more than 25 years
and their friendship should
‘make it easier for the two
|neighbouring States to get on
jwell to mutual advantage.



10 TAMIL TIMES

JANUARY 1983

. Cont From P7
His Lordship said that it was
unnecessary to go further into
such case law as there was in
search of the natural and ordi-
nary meaning of the words.
He agreed with Lord Denning
that in their natural and ordi-
nary meaning the words meant
“that the person must be habi-
tually and normally resident
here, apart from temporary or
occasional absences of long
or short duration”. The signi-
ficance of “habitually” was that
that it recalled two necessary
features mentioned by Lord
Summer in Lysaght's case,
namely, residence adopted vol-
utarily and for settled purposes.
Parliament had evinced a strong
legislative preference as ajuri-
sdictional substitute for domi-
cile; and the choice had to be
respected by the courts.
His Lordship unhesitantly sub-
scribed to the view that “ordi-
narily resident” referred to a
man’s abode in a particular
place or country which he had
adopted voluntarily and for set-
tled purposes as part of the
regular order of his life for the
time being, whether of short
or long duration.

A single important exception
existed: if his presence was
unlawful.

There were two, and no more
than two, respects in which
the mind of the propositus
was important in determing
ordinary residence. The resi-
dence must be voluntarily ado-
pted, and there must be a
settled purpose. The purpose
might be one, or there might
be several, it might be specific
or general. All the law required
was that there was a settled
purpose.

That was not to say that the,
propositus intended to stay
where he was indefinitely; in-
deed, his purpose while settled
might be for a limited period.
Education, business or profes-
sion, employment, he:ilth,i

family, or merely love of the,

place sprang to mind as com-
mon reasons for a choice of
regular abode. And there might
well be many others. All that]
was necessary was that the|
purpose of living where one
did had a sufficient degree of;
continuity to be properly des-
cribed as settled.

An attempt had been made in
the present case to suggest]

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL
SERVICE
AND
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' MIDDLESEX.
TEL: 01-902 6604

that education could not be a
settled purpose. His Lordship
had no doubt that it could be.

The choice of ordinary resi-,

dence for determining the test
of eligibility for a mandatory
award suggested a legislative
intention not to impose on
local education authorities who
were entrusted with the duty
of making mandatory awards
the infinitely difficult, if not
impossible, task of determining
whether student had establi-
shed a permanent home in the
United Kingdom.

The basic error of law in the
judgements below was the fai-

" lure by all the judges save

Lord Denning to appreciate
the authoritative guidance
given by the House in the
Levene and Lysaght cases as
to the natural and ordinary
meaning of the words" ordina-
rily resident”. ,

They attached too much im-
portance to the particular pur-
pose of the residence; and too
little to the evidence of a regu-
lar mode of life adopted volun-
tarily and for a settled purpose,
whatever it might be, whether
study, business, work or plea-
sure. In so doing they were

FAST

Unit 98
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Middlesex, UK,
01-568 3070
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quotation and details of sailing centre.

infuenced by their own views
of policy and by the immigra-
tion status of the students.

The way in which they used
policy was an impermissible

‘approach to the interpretation

of statutory language. Judges
might not interpret statutes in

- the light of their own views as

to policy.

Both courts below - the Court
of Appeal, and the Queen’s
Bench Divisional Court from
which an appeal had been bro-
ught - also agreed in attaching
decive importance to what the
Divisional Court called “the
immigration status” of the stu-
dents.

“Immigration status”, unless
it be that of one who had no
right to be here, in which event
presence in the United Kingdom
was unlawful, meant no more
than the terms of a person’s
leave to enter as stamped on
his passport. That might or
might not be a guide to a per-
son'sintension in establishing
a residence in this country; it
certainly could not be the deci-
sive test, as in effect the courts
below had treated it.

A further error was their view

( ».+/Conton P.14.
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STUNNING DEFEAT
The defeat of the government
in the Tamil districts of Jaffna,
Wanni, Tricomalee and Batti-
caloa was more stunning and
decisive. In the Jaffna district,
a record 92 per cent of those
-‘who went to the poll voted

against the UNP giving it only.

a derisory 25,315 votes as
against 265,534 who voted
‘no’. While in Wanni (which
included Vavuniya, Mannar and
-Mullaitivu) and Batticaloa dis-
.tricts over 60 per cent of the
voters voted against the govern-
ment, in the Trincomallee dis-
trict 56 per cent registered a
‘no’ vote.

The message for the govern-
ment from the Tamil speaking
people of the Northern and
Eastern provinces was loud
and clear. They had demons-
trated their opposition to the
government and rejected its
undemocratic proposal for the
extension of the life of parlia-
mentin no unmistakable terms
by registering an overwhel-
ming ‘NO’ vote. They also had
demonstrated their rejection
of and opposition to the govern-
ment's repressive and strong-

arm methods against the Tamil
speaking people. The govern-
ment's arbitrary use of the
obnoxious provisions of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
and the indiscriminate and arbi-
trary arrest and detention with-
out trial of youths, Christian
priests and academics, and
the continued harassment of
ordinary people by the security
forces also played no small
partin the categorical rejection
of the government by the Tamil
speaking people.

JR‘s DESPOTISM

extended with the ‘approval’
of a minority of the Sri Lankan
people. A government, which
obtained only 38 per cent of
the total voting population,
using questionable and even
¥illegal methods, is to continue
to govern the country with 85
per cent representation in par-
liament until August 1989.

The opposition which received
32 per cent of the votes will
continue to remain in opposi-
tion with only 15 per cent
representation in parliament!
Whether even this opposition
will be permitted to function

Parliament’s life has been |

las an effective political forceis

GODHS MDD BLL WEHET

e - ]

| Subhadra Sundharalingam,
daughter of Mr.V. Sundhara-
lingam, Prodwcer, Tamil Section,
B.B.C. and of Mrs. Sundhara-

SUBHADRA
SUNDHARALINGAM

lingam, former Vembadi teacher,
jgave a delightful performance,
of Bharata Natyam at the Bha-
ftiya Vidya Bhavan, Castletown
Road, West Kensington, Lon-
don on January 15. Subhadra
learnt the basics in Bharata
Natyam in Sri Lanka under
Shanthi Rajendram and later
went to Madras to continue
her training under the Dhana-
jayans. She had her Arengetram
in Madras where she is also
reading for a degree in Socio-
logy.

in grave doubt under the ‘just
and righteous’ regime of JR.
If the current guiding political
philosophy is that parliament-
iary elections and change of
government are an obstacle to
ithe ‘development plans’ of the
'government, then the inevi-
table next target must be the
‘suppression of political oppo-
sition, whether parliamentary
.or otherwise, in the ‘interests’
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of the government’s ‘develop-
ment plans’. History knows no
despot ever admitting that he
has set up the despotism for
his own sake. He always does
so in the “interest of the people
and the country”. So also did
the Hitlers, the Mussolinis, the
Batistas, the Shahs, the Pino-
chets, the Amins, the Zias, the
Suhartos, etc. of the world.
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ABOUT PEOPLE/]

PROF. KKAILASAPATHY

Sri Lanka's leading Tamil
scholar and the Dean of the
Faculty of Arts of Jaffna Univer-
sity, Prof. K. Kailasapathy (49),
died at the Colombo General
Hospital on December 6 after
a brief iliness. He was the first
President of the Jaffna campus
of the University of Sri Lanka,
and had edited the Tamil news-
paper ‘Thinakaran’ from 1959
to 1961. ;

A reputed Tamil scholar known
for his comparative method
and for his grounding in the
social sciences, he wrote a
number of books including ‘Ta-
mil Heroic Poetry’, published
by Oxford University Press,
and a critical study of the Tamil
novel. He was working on a
major study of the work of
Subramania Bharathi, to esti-
mate the poet’s place in relation
to his times and the modern
movement in Tamil. He leaves
his wife and twe children.

“In a tribute, Dr.V.C. Kulandai-
swami, Vice-Chancellor of the
Anna University, Madras, said
Dr. Kailasapathy was"easily

one of the most outstanding ;

literary critics that we have
had in this part of the world"”.
A person of high objectivity
and discriminating scholarship,
he was a towering personality,
in the field of Tamil research,
and always endeavoured to re-
late scholarship and research
to the problems of the people.

DR. S.P.ADINARAYAN

Dr.S.P. Adinarayan, former
Vice-Chacellor of the Anna-
malai University, died at Ottawa,
Canada, on December 13 after’
a brief illness. He was 78 and,
is survived by his wife, two
daughters and a son.

After a brilliant academic career,
Dr. Adinarayan worked for:
some time as Professor of Philo-
sophy at the Madras Christian
College, and joined the Anna-
‘malai University in 1957 as
Head of the Department of
‘Philosophy. He was a member
of the Syndicate for several
iyears and acted as Deputy to
the Vice-Chancellor for some
time before he was appointed
Vice-Chancellor in August,
:1969. He held the post for

about seven years. An author

RATHBONE TRAVELS |

% CHOICE AVAILABLE FROM A WIDE
SELECTION OF FLIGHTS TO ANY PART §
OF THE WORLD.
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RATHBONE TRAVELS
55 RATHBONE PLACE,
LONDQN W.1.

(Nearest 1 ube Station:
Tottenham Court Road)

TELEPHONE: 01-636 2391
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of several hooks on philo-.

-~ sophy and psychology, he was

invited to the USA thrice as
visiting professor.

Dr. Adinarayan had gone to
Canada a year ago to be with
his daughter.

DR. C.D.S.DEVANESAN
Dr. Chandran D.S. Devanesan,
former Vice-Chancellor of the
North Eastern Hill University,
died in Madras on December
19 following a heart attack. He
was 65. '

A well-known educationist,
Dr.Devanesan was the first
Indian Principal of the Madras
Christian College, Tambaram,
and was appointed Vice-Chan-
cellor of the North Eastern Hill
University at Shillong in Janu-
ary, 1974. He founded the
Institute for Deveiopment Edu-
cation in Madras three years
ago.

A popular speaker and a proli-
fic writer, Dr. Devanesan was
also a poet and had to his
credit a volume of verse.

He is survived by his wife
Norma {sister of Leslie Goone-
wardene) and three sons, one
of whom is married to a grand-
daughter of the late A.J.R.
Vethavaman, Principal of the

"Government Training College’

when it was located at Thurs-
tan Road, Colombo. Dr. Deva-
nesan’s early education was at
Kingswood College, Kandy.

Mrs. S.T. Aseerwatham
Mrs. S.T. Aseerwatham, affec-
tionately called “Gnani Acca”, !
passed away peacefully in her
home at Sri Lanka on 6 January
1983 after a brief iliness. She
was a remarkable woman of
character who played an active
role as teacher, leader, friend,
mother and counsellor in addi-
tion to the several years of
pastoral duties that she shared'
with her husband. She also%
assisted her late brother Rev!
S.Selvaratnam (founder of.
the Ashram} in his great work.!
Her sense of humour and the
wonderful capacity to extend
her boundless affection and
service to all who knew her
were spontaneous and infec-
tious. She took an active part
in other organisations such as
theY.M.C.A,S.C.M., Women's]
Centre and youth groups both|
in Jaffna and Colombo. She
leaves behind her husband and
fthree sons Dr.Sayan Aseerwa-
Eham (Sri Lanka).

Her deeds of goodness will

live forever.

In the words of Tagore: ‘
“Death is not extinguishing
the light; it is only putting ou
the lamp because the Dawn
has come”.

) R.W.K.
Mr. KJ. Chelvarajan

. Mr. K.J. Chelvarajan, son of
the late Rev and Mrs J.M.
Kanagaratnarm, grandson of the
late Mr and Mrs J.V. Chellish,
lhusband of Ranji and father of
Suji and Raji serenely greeted
his journey’s end on 19 Decem-
ber 1982 at the Horton Gene-
ral Hospital in Banbury.

- As a student and teacher at
Jaffna College he was held in
lhigh esteem. Since 1969 he
was Principal of Nuffield College,
Kaithady and later he also ser-
ved at the Jaffna Campus, and
the Technical College, until he
fell ill. He was an excellent
teacher and also had acted
with great ability in several
plays. His vision was dynamic
and he testified to this with a
very cheerful disposition. Until
the very end of his life he
radiated hope, courage and
comfort to all those who met
him. He was a sincere friend
who cared for all.

‘A short service was held in the
chapel prior to the cremation
at Warwick, when Rev Miss

Constance Nash paid great tri-
bute to a man who gracefully
bore pain and suffering with
outstanding joy and faith. To
‘Chelva’, as affectionately called
by the hospital staff, ‘Death
was Life's finest form of adven-
ture’. He often quoted Shakes-
peare’s words.

“After Life's fitful fever, he
sleeps well”.

Rw.K
J.F. Ponnambalam

The death occured at Colombo
on January 5 1983 of Mr.J.F.
Ponnambalam of 25 Deanstone
‘Place, Colombo 3. Mr. Ponnam-
ibalam was the Registrar of
Companies at the time of his
retirement from the public ser-
vice in 1972,
| J.F. started life as a Proctor of
ithe Supreme Court and had a
lucrative civil and criminal
practice in Jaffna where he
was also the Secretary of the
Jaffna District Lwa Society.
After the war Mr.Ponnambalam
moved over to Colombo to
assume duties as the first Assis-
tant Registrar of Companies

when the new Department of
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SWAMI PREMANANDA
TO VISIT UK

Swami Premananda of
Poobala Krishna Ashram,
Matale, Sri Lanka is ex-
pected to arrive in the Uni-
ted Kingdom on 7th Feb-
ruary, 1983. He hopes to
spend about two weeks
in the UK.

' Swami Premananda will
conduct the LINGOTPA-
VAN ceremony at the
‘Geeta Bavan Mendir,

Swami Premananda of Poobala ™

Krishna Ashram, Matale, Sri
Lanka is expécted to arrive in
the United Kingdom on 7th
February, 1983. He hopes to

spend about two weeks in the __

UK.
Swami Premananda will con:
-duct the LINGOTPAVAM cere-
mony at the ‘Gegta Bavan Man-
dir’, 107-115 Heathfield Road,
Birmingham on Maha Sivara-
_ thri day which falls on Friday
- 11th February, 1983. -
Swami Pramananda will atso
visit the Ganapathy Temple,
Effra Road, Wimbledon, Lon-
don on Saturday, 19th Febru-
ary,1983.

| Full details-of tis progra
iduring his stayin the UK may
be obtained by telsphoning
‘either 01 660 3604 or Birming-
'ham {0203)419264.

WEDDING
: The marriage took place on
’Sunday, 16 January, at Lola
'Jones Hall, Greaves Place, Lon-
don SW17 of Sujenthiran,
‘eldest son of Mr. & Mrs. NS

Kandiah of 6 Merton Sogd, |’
London S.W.18, and Anusisya, 1
daughter of Mr.8. Sri 8hanimu-

ganathan (Kuwait Ainvays) and §
Mrs. Sri Shanmuganathan,-
presently of 145 Sheldon Road,
Edmonton, London N.18.

I

Cont. from Page 12{

the Registrar of Companies
lwas set up in the early 1940s.
An old boy of Jfaff'fhimége,
Vaddukkoddai he held office’
in the Jaffna College Alumni
Association for several years.
(He was also a prominent mem-
ber of the Tamil Union Cricket
Club, Colombo.
| He leaves behind his widow|
Kit (nee Thevathasan) and five:
daughters Saro Edwards, Ka-
runa Nalliah {both in Canada)
nthi Nagutendran (UK)

e Chrishanthi and Vasantha (Sri

lLanka) He is also survived by
four sisters and one brother,
1h|s ‘eldest brother Mr.AS.
'Ponnambalam, Retired District
Judge, having predeceased him.

' ARA.

REV. S. THEVANESAN
% The Rev. S. Thevanesan of,

{the Methadist Church has re-
" lturned to Sri Lankaafter having

oopieted his study .in the
£ 4 J%o anpaived his MA.
' MogyondTheo—

l;gy fromy- the University of

Rochester in New York in May
1981 and then underwent a
lyear of training in Clinical Psy-|

‘chology atthe Lutheran Medl-
cal Centre, Brooklyn, NewYork
'He is now Circuit Superinten-
ident at Kalmunai. -

P

'WEST LONDON TAMIL
SCHOOL

As part of its programme for
expansion, Violin Classes for
adults and children are to start
at the West London Tamil
School. A leading Violinist, Dr.
Luxmi Jayam, will conduct the
classes. Those interested are
'requested to contact the Head-
Imaster (Telephone 01 904
13837) for further particulars.
| The schaol ‘will continue to
' provide, among other facilities,
lessons in the learning and
'use of the Tamil language,
'dancing, vocal music and veena.

'S.C.0.T. LUNCH AND
RAFFLE.

The Tamil New Year Lunch
jand Raffie will take place on
Sunday, 24th April, 1983 at
 iLola Jones Hall, Gremves Place,
 roff Garratt Lane, London S.W.
{17, Tickets are avaitable frosft
 Mr:M.Thiagarajan, Treasurer,
.8COT, 24 Brook Avenue, Edg-
ware, Middiesex HA8 9XF.
Tel: 01-958 2739.
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Cont. from Page 10;
that a specific limited purpose

could not be a settled purpose‘

The notion of a permanent or
indefinitely enduring purpose
as an elecment in ordinary
residence derived not from the
natural and ordinary meaning
of the words “ordinarily resi-
dent” but from a confusion of
it with domicile.

His Lordship rejected the con-
clusions and reasoning of the

courts below. He rejected the

“real home" test. In his view
neither the test nor a varioant
of it was consistent with the
natural and ordinary meaning
of the words.

Once it was accepted that it
was not legitimate to look to
the “recoupment” provisions
of the Education Act for gui-
dance, there was nothing in
the Acts to suggest that the
words should bear any other

than their natural and ordinary

meaning.
Local education authorities,
when considering an appli-

cation for a mandatory award,
had to ask themselves the

question: has the applicant

shown that he has habitually,

and normally resided in the
United Kingdom from choice
and for a settled purposes
throughout the prescribed pe-
riod, apart from temporary or
occasional absences?

If an authority asked that, the
correct question was then for
it, and it alone, to determine
whether as a matter of fact the
applicant had shown such resi-
dence. An authority was not
required to determine his “real
home”, whatever that meant;
nor need any attempt be made
to discover what his long-term
intentions or expectations were.
The relevant period was not
the future but one which had
largely (or wholly) elapsed,
namely, that between the date
of the commencement of his
proposed course and the date

of his arrival in the United’

Kingdom.

The terms of an immigrant
student’s leave to enter and
remain here might or might
not throw light on the question;
it would, however, be of little
weight when put into the bala-
nce against the fact of conti-

nued residence over the pres--

cribed period, unless t_he resi-

dence was itself a breach of
.the terms of his leave, in which
ievent his residence being un-
lawful, could not be ordinary.

THE LEAGUE OF FRI-
ENDS OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF JAFFNA

The League has had a very
successful year with the various
projects embarked upon in
1982. It sent over 500 books
and another 500 journals to
the University Library. Sending
books and journals to the Uni-
versity has been the most im-
portant activity of the League
since its inception in February
1981. The League has also
been involved in various other
activities such as a. Preparation
and transport of Histology
teaching slides (with Micro-
scope). b. Helping to arrange
the visit of eminent scientist
to the Jaffna Campus from
London to deliver iectures and
conduct seminars in his field
of research. c. Importing Palm
Oil seeds and initiating experi-

ments on OIL PALM growthin ~

Jaffna climatic conditions. e.
Helping to arrange training for
three Medical Students from
UK at the Jaffna Hospital and

at the Medical Faculty.
PI;ANS FOR 1983

a To send more books and
journalis (at least 2000 publi-
cations). b. To send more His-
tology slides. 900 slides were
sent in 1982, another 2100
will be sent in 1983. ¢. To
send Projection Slides for tea-
ching purposes. d. To help
establish a University Press
which will co-ordingte the pub-
lication of reseat®h material
available in the Peninsula. e:
to make arrangements for staff
and students to obtain over-
seas training. f. To send visiting
lecturers to the University
whenever possible. h. To help
improve the state of the Uni-
versity wards at the Hospital.
tn order to work more effectively
and fulfil its aims. The league
requests all members to send
their subscriptions and dona-
tions to any of the five office-
bearers.

President:

Dr.T Raja Chandran, MBBS,
DRCOG,

The Croft, Church Street,
Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts.

Tel. 0623 554517

Cont. on Page 16
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01-889 7972
TELEX 883240 TRICO G

cttizon by NaQlanam EQlinaanon.

TRICO MARITIME
351/3 RA.De MEL MAWATHA

TEL: 548269/70
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RELIANCE ELECTRICAL
APPLIANCES

TRY OUR PRICES ON VIDEO RECORDERS
LOCAL OR EXPORT.

WE CAN MATCH OR BETTER ANY
PROVEN PRICE.

PANASONIC

SONY
HITACHI IF YOU CAN FIND A LOWER PRICE

JVC THAN OURS, WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE

TELEFUNKEN
AKAI

BACKED BY

ELECTROTECH LIMITED

* OUR OWN SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT.
% SERVICING CARRIED OUT BY EX-MANUFACTURER'S
ENGINEERS IN OUR OWN WORKSHOPS.

Specialists In:- ‘ ' '

Toshiba @ JVC @ Hitachi ® Grundig @ Akai ® Metz

Loewe @ Opta @ Nordmende @ Telefunken @ Sharp
Sanyo @ Panasonic @ Sony @ ITT @ Philips

® Ferguson @

Domestic Repairs Undertaken.
(Vacuum Cleaners, Toasters, Irons, Kettles etc).

Specialists in Video & TV Conversions.

Extended 3yr & 5yr Warranties available.

67A. SYDENHAM ROAD,
LONDON SE26 5UA.
01-778 6563

01-659 4729 24 Hr Answering Service -
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DISTRICT PER POT
. CENT

Colombo 335,179 5295 295,631
Gampaha 330,265 57.36 243,643
Kalutara 170,495 49.28 174,413
Kandy 265,986 62.15 160,349
Matale 110,689 73.46 39,348
- Nuwara Eliya 117,685 72.70 43,371
Galle 162,934 47.16 181,621
Matara 146,705 50.55 142,647
Hambantota 73,113| 45.06 89,126
Jaffna 25,325 8.71 265,534
Wanni 25,986 34.46 48,968
Batticaloa 47,482 39.14 72,971
Digamadulla 91,129 58.93 62,836
Trincomalee 39,429 4296 51,909
Kurunegala 340,935 61.88 208,349
Puttam 109,951 60.47 71,339
Anuradhapura 140,460 68.24 64,618

Polonnaruwa 51,709 5844 36442
Badulla 162,413 69.92 64,427
Moneragala 58,265 64.24 31,860
'Ratnapura 177,079 57.81 128,367
Kegalle 168,119 56.73 . 128,234
TOTAL 3,141,223 54.66 2,605,983

PER TOTAL

CENT POLLED

46.70 633,001
42.32 575,749
50.41 345,943
37.37 427,907
26.11 150,667
26.82 161,722
52.55 345,565
48.15 290,225
54.94 162,239
91.30 290,849
64.94 75,401
60.15 121,311
40.64 154,633
56.44 91,776
37.81 550,957
39.24 181,820
31.39 205,825
41.18 88,486
29.55 217,992
35.12 90,705
41.90 306,286
43.27 296,353
45.34 5,768,662

REFERENDUM RESULTS

SPOILT ~ MAJORITY
2,192 39,648
1,841 86,625
1,035 3,918
1,672 105,637

630 71,341
768 74,214
1,010 18,687
873 4,058
440 16,030°
1,775 240,219
447 22,982
858 25,489
668 28,293
438 12,480
1,673 132,586
530 38,622
747 75,842
355 15,267
1,162 97,986
580 26,405
840 48,712
1,034 39,885
21,460 535,240

Cont. from Page 1
abandoned; it has only been
shelved for the present. The
use of such behind the scene
threats on the one hand, and
publicly extending the olive

branch on the other, is all part1

of JR’s political armoury.

As far as the other opposition
parties, like the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP), CP and the
LSSP, are concerned, they
have dismissed the ideal of a
natlonal government outright.

All other countries .

i’amil Times Lt
P.0. Box 304,

@ | wish to pay/renew my subscription for one/two years. '
® am also sending you a subscription on behalf of;

@ | enclose a donation of ...

® My cheque/inti. money order in favour of Tamil Times Ltd.
is to the total value of. .. ..

They even seem to be suspi-
cious about the motives behind
the proposal for an all-party
committee for national unity.
Mr.Sarath Muttetuwegama, a
CP Member of Parliament for
Kalawana, welcomed the idea
of an all-party committee to
bring about racial harmony and
said that if such an effort was
to  succeed, the committee
should include all recognised
political parties, both inside
and outside parliament. How-
ever, he warned, that if the
Committee was intended as a
precursor to the formation of a
national government, the CP

would not participate.

The SLFP has not declared its

"hand yet on the proposal for

an all-party committee. If one
looks at its past record, the
SLFP, like the UNP, has always
used the Tamil speaking people
as a political football in its
effort to gain power. Why
should it, therefore, help the
UNP to consolidate itself in
power? Rather, it would prefer
to keep the ethnic conflict con-.
tinuing so that it can present
itself as the saviour of Sir:hala
and Buddhism when the oppor-
tunity arises to regain power.,

——
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“Liberty and .democracy become.

unholy

when their hands are dyed red with innocent

blood.”

MAHATMA GANDH/
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