OCTOBER 1984

_The first round of the long-running
saga of the All Party Conference (APC)
is seemingly at an end. Or is it not to
be? The proposed Second Chamber,
the brainchild of President Jayawar-
dene, the aging Third World autocrat
as the London-based ‘Guardian’ put it,
is to serve as a continuing All Party
Conference! Presumably there is no-
thing els. of importance to be done in a
country which is competing for the last
place among the poorest nations in all
Asia, except to indulge in the extrava-
gant luxury of confabulations, confer-
ences, and continuing verbal di-
arrhoea.

" If the APC had laboured for nine
long months and brought forth even a
mouse-like solution to the ethnic
problem in Sri Lanka, it would have
been celebrated as a great achieve-
ment of the political and religious

pygmies who have displayed a con-

genital incapacity to comprehend the

complications and complexities of the.

national question in a multi-ethnic
society and whom Sri Lanka is ill-fated
to have as its leaders at the elevated
seats ‘of power, both temporal and
spiritual.

In the first place, the APC would hot
have even been convened if not for the
pressure from India following the July
1983 anti-Tamil pogrom. The confer-
ence, which was to be one comprising
all political parties, soon transformed
itself into an amorphous conglomera-
tion of all and sundry, including ‘pious’
prelates and profiteering private trad-
ing groups. The declared intention of
the APC to find a negotiated solution to
the so-called Tamil problem was
thwarted by the President himself
when he invited as participants some
of the most extreme, rabid and reac-
tionary Sinhala chauvinist groups, in-
cluding the Buddhist clergy who were
mainly responsible in the first place
for the ethnic problem in Sri Lanka
and who, secondly, have consistently
opposed any negotiated political settle-
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ments by meeting the legitimate
aspirations of the Tamil people.
The Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP), the major Sinhala opposition
party, refused to participate from the
commencement of the APC, putting
forward the pre-condition that its lead-
er’'s (Mrs S. Bandaranaike’s) civic
rights, which had been deprived by
President Jayawardene, should be res-
tored if the party were to participate.
This party, which had employed Sinha-
la chauvinism to its maximum in the

President Jayawardene

past to gain power, opportunistically
chose to wait in the wings to accuse the
ruling United National Party of having
‘betrayed the Sinhala-Buddhists’ and
ride back to power in case the APC
decided to grant any concessions to the
Tamils.

The APC commenced with an act of
downright political chicanery on the
party of President Jayawardene, when
he scuttled ‘Annexure C’ (see box page
5) which he had co-authored with the
Indian Special Envoy, Mr G. Parth-
asarathy. He disowned it no sooner he
heard murmurs of protests from the
Mathews within his party and Buddh-
ist monks outside.

Annexure C provided for the estab-
lishment of regional councils in the
predominantly Tamil populated
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Northern and Eastern provinces. The
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF)
was not satisfied with two regional
councils for these two provinces and
hoped to achieve one single council for
both these provinces through the APC.
However, when Annexure C was aban-
doned by the President, there seemed
little hope that the TULF would make
much headway in pushmg forward its
proposals.

In the meantime, the President,
through his Prime Minister and Minis-
ters, and not excluding the extremist
sections of the Buddhist clergy, com-
menced a sustained and continuous
anti-Indian campaign within Sri Lanka
and as months passed, the influence of
the ‘good offices’ of India became
progressively less and less, and finally
no influence at all. The President had
played for time and won.. . . -

At long last, the curtains are being

drawn on Act One of the APC, an Act
which had survived a record number
of scenes, starting with dog-fights over
the contents of the agenda, then pro-
longed postponements, walk-outs, pull-
outs, come-backs, broken promises,
contradictions, let-downs and, in short,
anything but everything compatible
with discord and dissension.

Amidst the chaos and confusion of
the cast on the stage, the director of
this tragi-comedy, President Jayawar-
dene, had to appear in person to na-
rrate the rest of the story and bring the

curtains down abruptly promising the -

actors another stage, which he de-
scribed as the Second Chamber, where
they could continue with Act Two. The
‘unbridgeable gaps’ about which he
spoke, have now been bridged by a
device called ‘consensus’ which he
imposed on all participants.

Second Chamber

The ‘President’s proposals’ (see box
page 15), which he described as having
a ‘large measure of consensus’, have

not been accepted by any political -

party or important group. The two
basic elements of the President’s prop-
osals are the creation of a Second
Chamber and District Councils.

When the President mooted the idea
of a Second Chamber, those parties
representing the minority communi-
ties suggested the setting up of a
Chamber of Minorities if it were to
have any relevence to the solution to
the problems of the minorities. The
‘Island’ of 17.8.84 reported:
‘“There has emerged in recent inter-party
discussions a proposal to re-structure the
envisaged Second Chamber as a ‘Cham-
ber of Minorities' that would represent
and protect minority interests.

“This new line of thought. according to
informed sources. visualises the creation

of a second chamber comprising elected
members representing racial and reli-
gious minorities and having vetoing pow-
ers in the case of legislation aifecting
minorities.

Sources said that the idea would be to
model the Chamber of Minorities on the
USSR ‘Chamber of Nationalities'. The
veloing power would he on the lines of
Section 29 (2) of the old Soulbury Constitu-
tion and relate to legislation affecting
minorities.

‘Proposals lo restructure the Second
Chamber on the abovementioned lines
have emerged in discussions held among
organisations such as the CWC. TULF,
ACTC, DWC, CP, LSSP, Council of Mus-
lims and Muslim League, etc. Although
there has been no uniformity of opinion
among these parties on the Second
Chamber a general understanding on the
feasibility of converting the Second
Chamber into a Chamber of Minorities
having the power to veto particular types
of legislation is said to have been arrived
at.

The TULF and the Tamil Congress, the
major Sri Lankan Tamil parties, while
remaining opposed to the Second Cham-
ber as an alternative to Tamil aspira-
tions, are not averse to it becoming a
Chamber of Minorities.

“The CWC is learnt to be keen on the
idea of a Chamber of Minorities, and is of
the view that each of the 25 districts
should elect two members who are
minorities — race or religion wise. This
would mean representation on an exclu-
sive basis for Sri Lankan Tamils. Tamils
of Indian origin, Moors, Malays, Bur-
ghers and. also non-Buddhist Sinhalese.
Certain minority sections in the UNP are
also said to be in favour.’

However, the proposed Second
Chamber (SC) serves only to enhance
the extraordinary powers which the
executive President already enjoys.
The President’s contention that the SC
represents a bridge between two un-
bridgeable positions, namely the de-
mand for Regional Councils by the
Tamil people and the refusal by those

- sections of the majority Sinhala Com-

munity to go beyond District Councils
as the highest sub-unit of devolution is
absolutely untenable. The SC has no
logical or organic connection with the

question of devolution of power.

According to- Rev. Fr. Tissa Bala-
sunya:

‘The proposed second chamber will
have little or no effective power con-
cerning legislation. It can only debate
biils prior to their second reading or
main debate in Parliament. Even
then, there should be a definite exclu-
sion of powers in relation to constitu-
tional amendments, money bills, pub
lic security, foreign relations and any
other ‘“‘sensitive areas’.

“This leaves it little scope.of any
major significance even in ethnic rela-
tions. Further, when any issue becom-
es ‘‘sensitive’’ the Second Chamber
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would be powerless concerning it.
‘Further discussions may be ‘with-

out media publicity’. This may ensure

confidentiality, but not the impact of

and on public opinion.

‘The intention seems for it to be “in
some way a continuing All Party Con-
ference’’. The working of the so-called
APC during the past 8—9 months is not
so encouraging as to make the country
happy with such similarity.

“The Second Chamber as proposed
will have no control over the Execu-
‘tive. On the contrary the Executive
President, with Parliament which he
presently controls, will be able to
nominate one-third of the members of
the Senate. Since the ruling party con-
trols most of the district councils in the
country, most of the 50 members
elected by the district councils (other
than from the North and East) will be
supporters of the ruling party and of
the Executive President. The Presi-
dent will therefore have an absolute
majority in the Senate, at least till the
next General Elections which are not
due till 1989. The representation in the
Second Chamber may therefore not
necessarily be representative of public
opinion in the country.

‘Since “‘the President may choose
Cabinet and non-Cabinet ministers
from the Second Chamber’’, this prop-
osal will give the President power to

appoint Cabinet Ministers from out-
side of Parliament. He can thus bypass
even the presently devalued parlia-
ment which too has several nominated
MPs. This Second Chamber will thus
result in increase of the powers of the

Executive Presidency rather than of
the Legislature or of the people.

‘In this proposed Second Chamber
the ethnic minorities will not only
continue to be a minority — of-about 16
out of 50 members elected by the
district councils; further the balance
minority representatives will be
‘nominated by the President and Par-
liament’ and hence may not adequate-
ly represent different political persua-
sions. The minorities will continue to
be ineffectively represented in the
Chamber too.’

Under the proposal, no legislation
passed by the Second Chamber shall
become law unless approved by the
President! How the Tamil people can
depend on a President who in the midst
of the worst holocaust they faced,
succumbed to the ‘natural demand of
the Sinhala people’ and enacted the
Sixth Amendment thus disenfranchis-
ing the entire Tamil people, to approve
legislation protecting their rights, is
difficult to contemplate.

A former Minister in the SLFP
Cabinet said that even a hundred
chambers would be ineffective ‘unless

we went into the roots of the problem

and solved it there. We must have
more than a bridge in order to settle
the problem for all time "’

District Councils
The APC. described as ‘an Indone-

sian shadow play’ by the progressive
Sinhalese journalist Mervyn de Silva.
toved with such units of Governments
as ‘provincial councils’, ‘cross-provin-
cial councils’ and ‘zonal councils’ after
the President scuttled the idea of ‘re-
gional councils’.

The wholesale betrayal of the Tamil
people is most manifest in the Presi-
dent succumbing to the ultimatist posi-
tion of some of the extremist chauvin-
ist sections within his party and the
Buddhist clergy that nothing more
than Distriet Councils should be set up
as the highest sub-unit on which cer-
tain powers and functions could be
devolved.

The proposed District Councils are
nothing more than a rehash, albeit
with a few modifications, of the power-
less quasi-purposive discredited Dis-
trict Development Councils which
were created two and a half years ago
following the two-year round of talks -
with the TULF and which proved a
iotal and absolute disaster.

TULF disappointed

The leader of the TULF, Mr A.
Amirthalingam, who continued to
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In terms of paragraph six of the Presi-
dent’s statement of December l1st. 1983.
the following proposals which have
emerged as a result of discussions in
Colombo and New Dethi are appended for
consideration by the All Party Confer-
ence. These proposals are in the context of
the unity and integrity of Sri Lanka and
will form a basis for formulating the
Agenda of the All Party Conference.

(1) The District Development Councils
in a Province be permitted to combine into
one or more Regional Councils if they so
agree by decisions of the Councils and
approved by Referendum in that district.

(2} In the case of the District Councils in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces re-
spectively, as they are not functioning due
to the resignation of the majority of mem-
bers, their union within each province to
be accepted.

(3) Each region will have a Regional
Council if so decided. The convention will

be established that the leader of the party

which commands a majority in the Re-
gional Council would be formally
appointed by the President as the Chief
Minister of the Region. The Chief Minister
will constitute a Committee of Ministers of
the Region.

(4) The President and the Parliament
will continue to have overall responsibility
over all subjects not transferred to the
regions and generally for all other mat-
ters relating to the maintenance of the
sovereignty, integrity. unity and security
and progress and development of the Re-
public as a whole.

(5) The legislative power of the Region

attend the APC, with occasional
threats of ‘walk-out’, was clearly ‘dis-
appointed’ with the President’s prop-
osals. He called it an exercise in futil-
ity. He said: ‘We expected something
more precise, more tangible to be
presented to the APC. Last time the
President gave me the impression that
he would come out with a scheme of
devolution to a unit larger than the
district, formulating and defining the
powers, legislative and executive, to
be devolved. The present proposal is
far too vague and intangible to satisfy
the Tamil aspirations.’

It is a pity that Mr Amirthalingam
seems to be placing too much reliance
on the ‘impression’ given by the ever-
changing President Jayawardene,
even after the bitter and fruitless ex-
perience he must have had with the
never-ending talks he has had with Mr
Jayawardene during the last several
years. Now the government and Presi-
dent Jayawardene have indicated the
maximum extent to which they would
go. It remains to be seen what the
TULF response is going to be. Judging
from the ‘soft criticism’ of the propos-
als, one would not be surprised with
the TULF's lamentable lack of a clear
political perspective or strategy.

Militant reaction
The reaction of the Tamil militant
groups would be predictable. They

ANNEXURE C

would be vested in the Regional Councils
which would be empowered to enact laws
and exercise executive powers in relation
thereto on certain specified listed subjects
including the maintenance of internal Law
and Order in the Region, the Administra-
tion of Justice. Social and Economic De-
velopment, Cultural Matters and Land
Policy. The list of subjects which will be
allocated to the Regions will be worked
out in detail. :

(6) The Regional Councils will aiso have
the power to levy taxes, cess or fees and to
mobilise resources through loans, the pro-
ceeds of which will be credited to a Con-
solidated Fund set up for that particular
Region to which also will be credited
grants, allocations or subventions made
by the Republic. Financial resources will
be apportioned to the Regions on the
recommendations of a representative Fi-
nance Commission appointed from time to
time.

(1) Provision will be made for constitut-
ing High Courts in each Region. The
Supreme Court of Sri Lanka will exercise
appellate and constitutional jurisdiction.

(8) Each Region will have a Regional
Service consisting of (a) officers and other
public servants of the Region and (b) such
other officers and public servants who
may be seconded to the Region. Each
Region will have a Regional Public Ser-
vice Commission for recruitment and for
exercising disciplinary powers relating to
the members of the Regional Service.

(9) The armed forces of Sri Lanka will

have, even before the President’s
proposals, rejected the APC as a
meaningless and worthless exercise.
One typical comment from a militant
group stated:

“While a war is raging in Jaffna, a
peace process is taking place in Col-
ombo. This ‘Peace Talk’ is not con-
cerned about the war of genocide laun-
ched against the Tamils. It is not
concerned about massacres, mass

adequately reflect the national ethnie
position. In the Northern and Eastern
Regions, the Police forces for internal
security will also reflect the ethnic com-
position of these Regions.

{10) A Port Authority under the Central
Government will be set up for administer-
ing the Trincomalee Port and Harbour.
The area which will come under the admi-
nistration of the Port Authority as well as
the powers to be assigned to it will be
further discussed.

(11) A national policy on land settlement
and the basis on which the Government
will undertake land colonisation will have
to be worked out. All settlement schemes
should be based on ethnic proportions so
as not to alter the demographic balance
subject to agreement being reached on
major projects.

{(12) The Constitution and othér laws
dealing with the official language Sinhala
and the national language Tamil he
accepted and implemented as well as
similar laws dealing with the National
Flag and Anthem.

(13) The Conference should appoint a
committee to work out constitutional and
legal changes that may be necessary to
implement these decisions. The Govern-
ment would provide its Secretariat and
necessary legal offices,

(14) The consensus of opinion of the All
Party Conference will itself be considered
by the United National Party Executive
Committee and presumably by the execu-
tive body of the other parties as well,
before being placed before Parliament for
legislative action.

murders, mass arrests and the mas-
sive destruction of public property. It
is simply concerned about vague con-
cepts, loose generalisations and illo-
gical propositions. It is a dialogue of
empty words. This dialogue has been
going on for decades ever since the
birth of the federal party. It may go on
for ever until the death of the Tamil
nation. The world is sceptical about a
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TAMIL PASSENGERS KILLED
IN ARMY HIJACK TWO WOMEN RAPED

It is a telling paradox that the foot-
prints of the killers and rapists from
the Sri Lankan army who waylaid a
coach proceeding from Colombo to
Jaffna on September 11 should have
commenced near the statue of the
compassionate Lord Buddha at Vavu-
niya (a town 90 miles from Jaffna).

Fourteen Tamil and one Muslim
passengers were killed on the spot
and several injured when an armed
gang, some in uniform and identified
as members of the security forces,
opened fire at point-blank range with
sub-machine guns after hijacking the
coach during the early hours of
September 11, 1984. The coach was
carrying 45 passengers which in-
cluded seven women and two chil-
dren. Two of the young women, both
from Jayanthi Nagar, Kilinochchi
were gang-raped by the gunmen in
the nearby jungle (see separate
story).

Even before the entire details of
this gruesome massacre and rape
could emerge, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment began a cover-up. The Minister
of National Security, Mr Lalith Athu-
lathmudali, has, of late, developed a
new line to expain away army exces-
. ses and atrocities against Tamil peo-
ple and their property — that, they
were committed by ‘Tamil terrorists’
with a view to tarnishing the image of
the army!

Ministry spokesman

Following this line, the Defence
Ministry spokesman said the passen-
gers might have been killed by Tamil
militants with the view to discrediting
the army. Finding it difficult to ex-
plain as to how the Sinhalese passen-
gers in the coach were allowed to go
unharmed, the Defence Ministry later
suggested three possibilities: firstly,
that Tamil militants carried out the
killings; secondly, that it could have
been done by former soldiers who
were recently discharged for miscon-
duct; and thirdly, that it could have
been the work of some extremist
Sinhala group.

In offering these possibilities, the
intention of the government was de-
monstrably clear. It wanted to cover
up the misdeeds of its armed forces.

However, the story that emerges
from the survivors of this massacre
leads one to the irresistable conclu-
sion that the killings were carried out
by a death squad of the Sri Lankan
armed forces, apparently in retalia-

tion for the attack on some of theijr
colleagues by Tamil militants in the
nearby town of Mullaitivu the day
before.

Our special Jaffna correspondent
has pieced together, through eyewit-
ness accounts, what transpired when
this gruesome massacre of innocent
civilians was carried out during the
dark hours of the early morning of
September 11 in the thick jungles of
Vavuniya.

VICTIMS OF THE
MASSACRE

The following persons were killed
when an armed group belonging to
the Sri Lankan security forces hi-
jacked the coach in which 45 pas-
sengers were travelling, and shot
them:

1. Sornalingam Ekadhayaparan
alias Babu (28 years)

2. Kandasamythurai Ravi (23 years
old), Chetty Street Lane, Nallur.
Director Ravi & Raj Co., law stu-
dent.

3. K. Sinnadurai, Driver of coach,
Karaveddy.

4. N. Nazeer, Colombo.

5. M. Siva, Colombo.

6. P. Sivashanmuganathan alias
Kokulam, Batticaloa.

7. Saravanamuttu Thiyagesar,
Odduchuddan.

8. Ratnasabapathy Kirubaharan,
Vaddakachchi.

9. Mohammed Laikudeen, Col-
ombo.

10. Sebamalai, Jaffna.

11. Veeerasingam Murugiah Chun-
nakam.

12. Nadesu Murugavel,
nakam.

13. E. Bernard, Chulipuram.

14. 8. Paramananathan, Uduvil.
15. Sinnathamby Jegendran,
Kaithady.

16. 8. Jeyasingham, Vaddukoddaij.
Died after admission to hospital.
17. R. Rajendran (24 years) Died
after admission to hospital.

The injured included Atputha-
nathan of Saranavai Mill of Thir-
umawaram, T. Suresh (18) of Wana-
wasala, Kelaniya and Appran Hus-
sein (30) of Akurana.

Two young Tamil girls (whose
names are withheld for humanita-
rian reasons) were gang-raped by
the army personnel.

Chun-

Surviving driver’s tale

One of the two drivers of the coach
who miraculously escaped death and
who was at the steering wheel when
the hijacking took place, reported:

‘l was driving the coach. The other
driver was resting in a front seat. At
Vavuniya, some persons standing
across the road by the side of the Lord
Buddha statue signalled the coach to
stop.

‘Since this is a usual army check-
point, I halted the coach. They placed
a gun against my head and ordered
me in Tamil (spoken with a distinct
Sinhalese accent) to drive the coach
along Mannar Road. At the sixth mile
post, in the middle of a thick Jungle
they ordered me to stop.

‘T was asked to switch off the head-
lights. The second driver was then
ordered to get off the bus and was
fired upon. Then the other passengers
were pushed out of the bus in batches
and shot. I had by then left the
driver's seat and moved over to a
passenger seat. I was pushed out with
the passengers and fell on the ground
outside. I managed to craw! under the
chassis of the coach unnoticed and
crawled out of the opposite side and
bolted for cover into the jungle.’

Hussain Appran, a 30-year-old Mus-
lim from Colombo, who was among
the injured, narrated:

‘After stopping the coach, the driv-
er was ordered by the armed men to
start it. The coach proceeded for ab-
out 10 to 15 minutes. I do not know the
area. Then they ordered the driver to
stop. I heard someone asking whether
there were any Sinhalese in it. Three
or four men came up. They were
assaulted and asked to run away.’

A 30-year-old Tamil youth, who
lived in Colombo with his parents and
who was travelling to Jaffna with his
father to attend a funeral, had the
following harrowing story to tell:

‘I was in one of the back seats of the
bus and watched with a fluttering
heart the passengers from the front
seats being pulled out and shot. I told
two of the armed men that 1 was a
resident of Colombo and not of Jaffna
and that my father was a retired
serviceman. ‘I pleaded for mercy.
“Do you know what happened at Mul-
laitivu?’’ they asked.

(I was not aware at that time that
some troops had. been ambushed in
Mullaitivu barely 24 hours earlier.) At
this stage my father spoke to them
and convinced them of the fact that he




was an ex-serviceman. As a result,
our lives were spared.’

Nightmare relived

Twenty-three-year-old ‘Thedchang-
moorthy from Thachchanrthopu re-
lived his nightmare and recalled:

‘On the day of the incident I was
travelling seated on the last row of the
coach. “Witness’’, a feature film, was
being screened on the TV mounted in
the bus. Some were watching the film
while others were dozing off. The time
was around 2.30a.m. I was awakened
from my sleep suddenly as the coach
halted and the TV was switched off.
Five armed men had boarded the
coach. One man with moustache and
beard looked really frightening. Two
of them were in army uniform and
carried sub-machine guns. They said
something in Sinhala.

‘I then noticed that the coach had.

~been-diverted through a narrow road

closely engulfed on all sides by thick
vegetation. It was a thick jungle. The
coach was stopped.

‘The men then pulled out the re-
serve driver of the coach. Then I
heard gunshots. Someone said that he
had been shot. They then returned to
the coach and at gun-point snatched
whatever money and jewellery we
had on our persons. In mortal fear, all
the passengers handed over their be-
longings without as much as a whim-
per or a protest.

‘While two of the men stripped us of
our belongings from the front seat
backwards, the other men dragged
the passengers, who had been re-
lieved of their belongings, out of the
coach and shot them down. We real-
ised that we were all on the brink of
death. We wept, some were praying to
Lord Jesus to save us. The faces of my
sisters at home and other neighbours
flashed through my mind.

‘It was now my turn to be pulled out
of the coach. I fell at the feet of my
would-be killers and cried, praying
for mercy. ‘I worship you as if you
were my God and pray for mercy.
Please don’t kill me,” I pleaded. They
responded to my prayers by pushing
me down the aisle of the coach, tram-
pling on me and hammering me mer-
cilessly with the butts of their
weapons. A lady, whom I have never
seen or spoken to before and who was
travelling in the coach, must have
been so moved by the mauling I got
that she pleaded with my assailants to
spare me and told them that she was
my wife. It was all of no use. They
battered me some more.

Pretended to be dead

‘They dragged me and two others
who were seated near me along the
aisle and hurled us out of the coach.

SILVARROW’S SLANDER

Murderers are those who murder peo-
ple. Rapists are those who rape
women. How does one categorise
those who cover up for and protect
murderers and rapists? There cannot
be much difference between the two.

One can understand the genuine
agony of those Sri Lankans who feel
ashamed and hurt by the adverse
publicity that their country attracts
due to the continuing atrocities of
arson and murder attributed to the
country’s armed forces. However,
those Sinhala racists who engage in
the cover-up of atrocities committed
against the Tamil people deserve to
be exposed for what they truly are.

The bankruptcy of the Sinhala ra-
cist propaganda machinery in the UK
is revealed by the front page fraudu-
lent story which appeared in the
September 1984 issue of the ‘SILVAR-
ROW’ with banner headlines about
the killing of Tamil passengers at
Vavuniya on September 11.

The ‘SILVARROW’, named after its
owner Mr Silva (Suriyasena Silva),
although a Sri L: akan government
mouthpicce from its inception, did not
engage in openly racist and anti-
Tamil propaganda. However, since
the July 1983 anti-Tamil pogrom, Mr
Silva and his ‘Silvarrow’ began to
shed their masks and show their true
colours through the columns of this
freely distributed paper.

The free distribution is made possi-
ble by the considerable income he

" receives from the several pages of

advertisements, including those from
the Sri Lankan government’s cor-
porations, which fill up almost half
the paper. Besides the advertise-
ments, the paper normally contains
nothing but photographic reproduc-
tions of material which had appeared
during the previous month in the
state-owned Daily News and Sri
Lanka News (weekly).

Suddenly, Mr Silva and his SIL-
VARROW have bhecome very con-
cerned about the plight of the harijans
(lower caste people) and his concern is
really touching. When one has friends
like him, who needs enemies?

According to Mr Silva’s SILVAR-
ROW, the harijans living in the north-
ern and eastern provinces of Sri
Lanka have appealed for protection

against harassment by ‘Tamil terror-
ists’. The story alleges that many
harijans have been killed and their
bodies were found scattered in the
Jaffna district. No one is named as
having made this appeal, nor does it
identify to whom this appeal has been
made.

Again, the SILVARROW has gone a
step further than the Sri Lankan
government in its attempt to cover up
the gruesome massacre of a coach-
load of Tamils by the death squads of
the armed forces.

The September issue of this paper
carried a front-page diabolical false
story under the heading ‘15 HARI-
JANS SHOT DEAD BY TERROR-
ISTS’. At least the government specu-
lated three possibilities as to who the
killers might have been and it did not
claim the murdered Tamils to be
harijans. But Mr Silva's SILVAR-
ROW was absolutely sure on both
these counts!

Unlike the Sinhala army and the
racist mobs who have killed and who
continue to kill all Tamils, no matter
what caste, sex or age group they
belong to, the so-called Tamil ‘terror-
ists’ have not attacked defenceless
Sinhalese civilians. Their targets are
invariably members of the security
forces who have over the years haras-
sed, tortured and killed Tamils and
burnt their property.

Therefore, the SILVARROW and
those who desire to malign and slan-
der the Tamil militants and falsify
what really happens in Sri Lanka
have conjured up this baseless ‘hari-
jan story’. It is not that Mr Silva or his
SILVARROW do not know the truth.

This is not the first time that SIL-
VARROW has indulged in this type of
falsification. When the Church of Our
Lady of Refuge in Jaffna was shelled
and damaged by the security forces in
April this year, the SILVARROW pub-
lished a photograph of the undamaged
rear view of the church and attemp-
ted to cover up the truth.

If the Sinhala racist propaganda
lobby think that they can get away
with such blatant falsehoods to cover
up the genocidal atrocities committed
against the Tamil people of Sri Lanka,
they are living in a fool's paradise.

As we crashed on to the bare ground,
there was a burst of gunfire and one
young man who was thrown along
with me was riddled with bullets. I
screamed along with him and lay
motionless along with his dead body
in abject fear. 1 was splattered with
blood spurting out from his body.
They came up to me and kicked me

with their boots. I pretended to be
dead.

‘They went into the coach, pulled
out more people and shot them. [ still
shudder to think of the nightmare
experience of lying motionless by a
dead body, soaked in the blood pour-
ing from it and with bullets flying all

PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 18
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LIYANAGE, THE SCAPEGOAT

Many questions still remain un-
answered about the recent visit of Mr
Douglas Liyanage to Israel, although
he has resigned from his top-level
post, Secretary to the Ministry of
State and Information.

The government has attempted to
underplay the matter, stating that his
visit was a private one. But Mr Liyan-
age is no ordinary public officer. He
was a senior civil servant when he
was arrested in 1962 and charged as

the prime conspirator in the coup

d’etat organised by senior officers of
the armed services and police against
the then government and later con-
victed and sentenced to prison. He
was released from jail only when his
conviction was set aside on a technic-
al point by the House of Lords.

Mr Liyanage was rehabilitated dur-
ing the 1965-70 UNP regime and soon
rose to prominent positions again.
When Mr J.R. Jayewardene came to
power in 1977, he was appointed to the
important post of Secretary to the
Ministry of State and Information.

In addition to this position, he was
appointed ‘competent authority’ for
several subjects and chief censor of
news and information under the
Emergency. He was the first person
to come up with the unbelievable
theory that the left parties were be-
hind the July 1983 violence and the
government soon adopted this theory
as its own.

No one believes that the visit of Mr
Liyanage to Israel was a private one
and this is demonstrated by the fact
that he was met by senior officials of

the Israeli Foreign Ministry. If his
visit was purely private. Mr Liyvanage
is no fool to give interviews to the
Israeli press touching on foreign poli-
¢y matters and bilateral relations.

The story of the ‘private visit’ had
to be manufactured by the govern-
ment and later his resignation had to
be called for as a result of the mount-
ing reaction from Arab countries to
the statements made by Mr Liyanage
in an interview he gave (o the Israeli
newspaper ‘Jerusalem Post’.

He said that if Arab countries and
the PLO could have embasssies in
Colombo, ‘there is no reason not to
have equality with Israel’. Although
Mr Liyanage was in fact reflecting
government policy, his statement
contradicted the government’s public
claim that the establishment of the
Israeli ‘interests section’ would not
lead to the resumption of full diploma-
tic relations with Israel.

‘Government’s claim

Another fact that came out of Mr
Liyanage’s interview was that the
government's claim that Arab coun-
tries fully understood the govern-
ment’s decision to open the Israelj
‘interests section’ was false, Mr
Liyanage had said, ‘Arab countries
had put strong pressure on Sri Lanka
to end its links with Israel, but this
had not been accpted’,

Besides the severe condemnation in
all Arab newspapers of the govern-
ment's decision to set up the ‘interests
section’, it is no secret that the Arab

countries have already taken certain
retaliatory measures against Sri
Lanka and more are likely to follow.

Ambassadors from certain Arah
countries have already left Colombo
and there is no prospect of their
return. Sri Lanka. which depends
heavily on trade with many Arab
countries and on massive loans to
balance its budget deficits. is likely to
‘face further reprisals. The plight of
over 300,000 Sri Lankans working in
the Middle Eastern countries is any-
body’s guess.

In the light of the serious consequ-
ences that may eventuate, very few
are prepared to forget the Liyanage
episode with his resignation and dis-
miss his visit as a private one in which
the government had no say. They
refuse to believe that President
Jayawardene who authorised Mr
Liyanage going abroad and Mr Anan-
datissa de Alwis, the Minister of
State, did not know about his visit to
Israel.

It is difficult to believe that so senior
a public officer as Mr Livanage,
whom the government had entrusted
with a number of special tasks, would
have made such remarks on such
delicate and sensitive matters or gone
without leave to Israel.

Informed Colombo circles suggest
that Mr Liyanage did in fact under-
take a special mission to Israel on
behalf of the government. and in view
of the unexpected strong reaction that
resulted, he had now been made a
scapegoat and made to resign to save -
the government’s skin.
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PARENTS APPEAL AGAINST A

SSAULT,

ARREST AND DETENTION

The following is the text of an appeal
made by the Parents’ Association of
Jaffna to President Jayawardene
through the Government Agent,
Jaffna.

The deputation which met the G.A.
on behalf of the Parents’ Association
included Messrs K. Nesiah, S. Sub-
ramaniam Mahasivam, President, All
Ceylon Tamil Teachers’ Union and
several Principals of Schools:

It is with deep regret that the Pa-
rents’ Association of Jaffna wishes to
point out that the arrest, assault and
detention of Tamil students and
youths, believed to be breadwinners ot
hundreds of familes, has produced
deep sorrow throughout Jaffna. There
is still wailing in Tamil homes owing to
the massacre of innocents and their
continued detention.

The education of Tamil children in
Jaffna is in jeopardy; many examina-
tions, namely, the University ex-
aminations, Technical College ex-
aminations, English competitions,
etc., have already been postponed in-
definitely as a result of the army
violence in the north.

Assaulted him mercilessly

Very recently, some army men in
civil dress stopped their vehicles at
Kandarmadam Junction. Jaffna, pul-
led a Jaffna Hindu College student
(CENSORED) going on his bicycle to
his College at 8.15a.m. pushed him and
his bicycle into their vehicle and
assaulted him mercilessly till he be-
came unconscious. They then took him
to the army camp at Palaly and many

hours later dropped him at an un-.
known place, from where he returned
home with much difficulty as a resuit
of his body-pain.

A student of Nadeswara College,
(CENSORED), son of a teacher, was
assaulted near the Cement factory
service station when he was on his way
to his college. This led to students
deserting their schools for fear of life
and to the cancellation of the English
Competition in the Kankesanthuraj
Circuit.

Earlier a Manipay Hindu College
student, (CENSORED) was taken into
custody for not producing his identity
card when he was travelling to Kili-
nochchi. He has still not been released
despite repeated requests. His con-
tinued detention has led to boycott of
schools by the students.




The Parents’ Association of Jaffna
considers the attack on Hartley
College. Point Pedro, by the army as
an insult and a challenge to the educa-
tion of the Tamil students in Jaffna.
They had smashed the laboratory and
set fire to the library consisting of
about 7,500 volumes of valuable books:
the new block of the college has alse
been burnt down. This recalls the
burning of the Jaffna Public Library,
which was unbearable to the Tamil
people and this gives rise to the fear
whether it is a continued attempt on
our cultural heritage.

There is a police commando group
camped very close to this college.

The army has taken over and is now
in occupation of the Sithivinayagar
school situated in the Kankesanthurai
area. The school children are unable to
continue their education there.

As a result of the army violence the
students in the district are unable to
travel with any degree of safety to
their schools and we the parents are
scared to send them there.

It is, therefore, clear that the vio-
lence of the armed forces must be
stopped. We the parents of Jaffna urge
on your excellency to:

O Withdraw the armed forces from
Jaffna territory. This alone will help to
improve the relations between the
Tamil people and the government;
there is already a marked deteriora-
tion of such relations.

O Release the Tamil students and
youths whom we know to be breadwin-
ners and are languishing in detention
for no reasons of their own.

O Hand over the schools now in
occupation of the army.

(Courtesy of ‘Saturday Review’

HARTLEY COLLEGE O.B.A.
(UK Branch)

REUNION LUNCH

for Hartleyites and their friends

Saturday
16th December
at 1.00pm

Lola Jones Hall,
Greaves Place, off Garratt
Lane, Tooting, London SW17

Adults £3 Children £1
Tickets available from:

S. Ganeson 01-8457900
C. Krishnamoorthy 01-505 2068
T.T. Pushpananthan 01-640 1844
D.rK.S. Rajah 021-455 0657
A.T.A. Ratnasingham 01-946 7890
R. Ravindralingam 01-554 0216
R. Ravindran 0293 32869
A. Sriharan 01-561 8652
C.J.T. Thamotheram 01-567 3221
- M. Theva 0883 48005
Dr K. Thiagarajah 0908 72170

PARENTS CALL FOR
RELEASE OF CHILDREN

‘We are mothers. We can’t live without
seeing our children. Our entire family
is unable to eat any food because
everyone in the family is weeping.
Please hand back our children’, a
delegation of Vadamaradchy (Valvet-
tithurai and Point Pedro area)
mothers told Brigadier Nalin Senevir-
atne on 25th September.

Calming these wailing mothers
down became quite a problem. A de-
legation of others from Vadamarad-
chy Citizens’ Committees met the Bri-
gadier to ask him to hand back their
children who are now held in the deep
south, Boosa, Galle.

The Government Agent, Jaffna, Mr
M. Panchalingam, had arranged for

" this meeting. The mothers, including

wives and sisters of the detainees,
were in the delegation.

The Valvai Citizens’ Committee de-
fegation first met the Brigadier.

The Brigadier explained to the de-
legation that, at present, there are
only 67 vouths detained at Boosa. They
are under interrogation, and he had
instructed the Boosa Camp authorities
to send back the detainees immediate-
ly the investigations are over. But, he
said, he could not request them to send
them to the camps here.

He also emphasised that youths who
were taken into custody on the 4th and
5th August are not in any physical
danger and that if anything like that
happened, he said, ‘I am responsible’.

The names of 13 people who had been
released on 24th August were read out
at this stage. The mothers of the other
youths began wailing aloud at this
point.

‘MAKE TAMIL ALSO AN OFFICIAL
LANGUAGE’ —Former UNP Minister

Dr M.C.M. Kaleel, a lifelong member
of the United National Party, a former
Cabinet Minister and a leading Muslim
political personality, has declared that
the key to the solution of the ethnic
problem in Sri Lanka is that ‘both
Sinhala and Tamil should be made the
state languages throughout the coun-
try irrespective of whether the major-
ity are Tamils or Sinhalese in a par-
ticular area.’

Dr Kaleel, in a lengthy article (‘Dai-
ly News’, August 27, 1984), covering the
history of the ethnic problem, stated:

‘It is therefore, seen that the root
cause of the Tamil-Sinhalese con-
troversy is mainly due to language
differences. Strange to say, both par-
ties are not very keen to solve the
language issue because the Sinhalese
want Sinhalese only to be the state
language, with a concession to the
Tamils for the reasonable use of Tamil
in the Tamil-speaking areas of the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

Help achieve Federalism

“The Tamils prefer to have Tamil in
the Tamil speaking areas because it
will help them to achieve Federalism
or Eelam for their own majority areas.

‘If the policy proclaimed by the
President at Mahiyangana that “Ev-
ery citizen of Sri Lanka had a right to
settle down in the north and they
should utilise that right. In the same
way, every citizen in the North has a
right to come to the South and settle
down there.’

It is a sine qua non that both Sinhala
and Tamil should be made the State
Languages throughout the country
irrespective of whether the majority
are Tamils or Sinhalese in any particu-
lar area. This I believe is the key to the
solution of the problems between the
different ethnic groups in this country.

‘Every citizen in Sri Lanka irrespec-
tive of nationality, language, caste or
creed can enjoy full freedom. and
equality of status to move about in any
part of the country or settle down in
any part of the country in accordance
with his legal rights.

Only one problem

“There is only one problem, it needs
an amendment to the constitution to
amend the ‘Sinhalese only, with
reasonable use of Tamil’ to a ‘recogni-
tion of both Sinhalese and Tamil’ as
official languages. This does not mean
as some writers have pointed out that
every Sinhalese must learn Tamil and
every Tamil must learn Sinhalese.

‘It is ridiculous to expect to expect a
Tamil from Point Pedro to learn
Sinhalese, and a Sinhalese peasant in
Dondra head to learn Tamil. But each
of them should be permitted to use his
own mother tongue in whichever part
of the country he may happen to be in
because both languages are officially
recognised.

‘In passing, may 1 also add that in
every school whether the medium of
instruction is Sinhala or Tamil, En-
glish should also be taught as a second
language to every child.’
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TAMIL TRAVAILS

(Sukhan’s diary of events in the occupied Tamil areas)

SEPTEMBER 5, 1984

The Jaffna Citizens Committee mem-
bers visited Point Pedro, to assess the
damage caused by the Army rampage.
They also spoke to eyewitnesses to the
massacre. Among those fired at by the
army were a young couple who had
been married that very same day. As
they ducked for cover, the bullets rid-
dled the legs of 65-year-old Mrs Aachi-
muttu Chellappah who was behind
them. The result? The 65-year-old lady
terrorist is convalescing at Manthikai
Hospital following an amputation . of
both her legs.

w oW W

The mothers of the youths taken away by
the army praying for their early release

The Valvettithurai Citizens Committee
has released a Press statement to the
effect that of the 500 Tamil children
and youths ‘kidnapped’ by the security
forces at Valvettithurai, 348 were held
as ‘hostages’ at the Boosa Army Camp
at Galle, while the fate of the balance
152 was not known. They have also
complained to the Government Agent
of Jaffna that among the 500 Tamil
children taken away by the Army were
some who had had either their father
or mother slaughtered by the security
forces just before capture and in some
instances brothers have been taken

away.
w W W

Students of Victoria College, Chulipur-
am, staged a demonstration on bicy-
cles protesting about the incineration
of Hartley College and seeking protec-
tion for their school.

w W W

At a police-public relations committee
meeting that took place at the Central
College Hall at Batticaloa, Mr S.E.
Kamalanathan, the Principal of St
Michael’s College, a leading school in
the Batticaloa District in Eastern Sri
Lanka, reported how students of his
school who were playing at the school
grounds had been whisked away in
trucks by the troops to an army camp
without .any provocation whatsoever.
They had been released after the Re-
gional Director of Education had got in

touch with the Commanding officer of
the area.

A few days later he found some
troops in civil attire in a jeep in the
precincts of the school and asked them
why they had come. The troops had
questioned his right to ask about their
movements.

W OwW W

Following an incident involving the
truck in which the police commandos
were travelling on 1.9.84, several
houses along the sea front had been
attacked by the security forces. Sever-
al houses and fishing waadis (tempor-
ary huts along the sea coast put up by
migrant fishermen, where their
fishing paraphernalia and their catch
— in salted form — are stored ) have
been set on fire by the troops at Sakk-
oddai and Inbarooty over the last few
days. People from Tikkam and Sak-
koddai have fled from their homes to
the safety of Alvai South and Vathirri
Aadai, where they have sought refuge
in school buildings.

A SR G * ¢

The fund is urgently being raised by
the people of Jaffna to set up a ‘Fire
Brigade’ for the district to combat the
recurring acts of arson and fire-rais-
ing by troops.

SEPTEMBER 6, 1984

A delegation of Principals of schools
from the Jaffna District met Brigadier
Nalin Seneviratre, who is in charge of
the security forces in the Northern
Province, at the Army Camp at Guru
Nagar. They protested to him about
the indiscriminate assault by troops on
schoolboys and the detention of stu-
dents from Manipay Hindu College,
Jaffna Hindu and Central Colleges and
Nadeswara College. The Brigadier re-
plied that he was not aware of any of
these incidents.

A section of the demonstration by
schoolboys

The Brigadier told the delegation
that ‘any schoolboy who is found pos-
sessing or distributing any form of
pamphlet or leaflet would be arrested
by the Army and brought to the Army
Camp.

DA A G Ao

All students from the Jaffna District
boycotted classes today protesting
against the intimidation, harassment,
assault and detention suffered by Jaff-
na schoolboys at the hands of the
security forces. The boycott was 100
per cent successful.

R W W

Troops arriving in a jeep in civils
opened fire on innocent shoppers at
‘Murugesu Stores’ at Mallavi junction
last night, killing five and injuring
many others. Mr V. Shanmugam (58
years) of Alaveddy, the owner of the
shop, Master S. Selvaratnam (12
years) of Yogapuram, Visuvar Nadar-
ajah (29 years) of Vavunikulam suf-
fered serious injuries and were trans-
ferred to Jaffna Hospital from Mallavi
Hospital today.

It has been reported that security
forces have gone on the rampage in the
village of Mankulam two days back
and had set fire to several shops.
Seven shops were completely gutted.
If not for the timely action by the
villagers in putting out the fire, more
shops would have been razed to the
ground. The Government Agent of
Mullaitivu has brought this to the
notice of the army authorities.

wow W

In a massive indiscriminate operation
launched by the security forces in the
town of Vavuniya yesterday, it is re-
ported that 500 Tamil youths under the
age of 30 years had been taken away.
Their whereabouts are not known.

wOw W

Harbour View Hotel, Kankesanthurai,
the only sea front tourist hotel in the
North, has been commandeered by the
security forces.

W OW W

Forty Tamil youths from Batticaloa,
Vavuniya, Mannar and Jaffna, who
were arrested in a Colombo hotel by
the Maradana police were released
today after two days of interrogation.
These innocent youths had come to
Colombo to attend to various matters
pertaining to employment in foreign -

countries.
w oW %

SEPTEMBER 7, 1984

The Valvettithurai Citizens’ Commit-
tee had complained to the Government
Agent, Jaffna, about the continuous
booming of cannon fire along the coas-
tal belts of Thondamannar and Valvet-
tithurai. This Navy shelling from the

L
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sea is said to be continuing daily to
maintain a state of panic and frenzy
‘among the people. Heart patients and
pregnant women are said to be
affected most.

SEPTEMBER 8, 1984

Two more citizens’ committees have
been formed in the Jaffna District for
the areas of Kokuvil and Point Pedro.
This comes in the wake of the forma-
tion of the Jaffna Citizens Committee
following the July 1983 Tamil pogrom
- and the Valvettithurai Citizens’ Com-
mittee following the massacre of Val-
vettithurai last month. Consequently,
the ‘shutting out’ of Tamil MPs from
Parliament by an amendment to the
constitution brought by President
Jayawardene last year, these citizens’
committees play the role of ‘protes-

ters’ against army atrocities in the’

Tamil areas.
SEPTEMBER 10, 1984

Students from the Jaffna District be-
gan a week-long boycott of schools in
protest against harassment and
assault by troops on schoolboys. The
boycott was 100 per cent successful.

A A * ¢

Sivanathan (29 years) of Meesalai, a
lorry owner from Meesalai was shot
dead by the troops at Karanavai Road
while proceeding in his lorry to buy
some spare parts for his vehicle.

SR A < ¢
SEPTEMBER 11, 1984

A private coach carrying passengers
from Colombo to Jaffna was ‘hijacked’
by troops at Vavuniya and several
were shot dead at point-blank range.
(See separate article for details.)

w W W

Two farmers from Mulliyavallai, Pon-
niah (43 years) and Selladurai Karuna-
haran alias Kannan (24 years), were
killed by the security forces.

wOw W

The huts of several farmers in the
village of Aandan Kulam were set on
fire by security forces.

w oW W

Troops went on the rampage at
Nedunkerni, setting fire to four shops
and injuring several people.

A SR AY

The Mothers’ Front of the Jaffna Dis-
trict has forwarded a memorandum to
the President of Sri Lanka citing speci-
fic instances of Army assaults on
schoolboys. This included:

a) a 15-year-old student of Jaffna Hin-
du College who was captured by the
troops on his way to school, taken into
an Army truck, whipped with nylon
ropes till he became unconscious and
then thrown out of the truck at Tellip-
palai, 12 miles away from the school;
b) three students aged between 12-13
years from Jaffna Central College,
who were in a similar way taken into
an Army truck, mercilessly assaulted
and thrown out;

¢) a 15-year-old student from Nades-
wara College, Kankesanthurai, who
was thrashed brutally by the troops on
his way to school. They also referred to
thousands of Tamil children taken
away as hostages by the security
forces over the past few weeks. They
appealed to the conscience of the Pres-
ident himself a father and a grand-
father to spare their children from
these dastardly attacks.

SEPTEMBER 12, 1984

Jaffna students boycotting schools to-
day staged a demonstration and a
day-long fast at Point Pedro to focus
attention on Army atrocities. People of
the area joined the students at the
demonstration and the fast, express-
ing solidarity with them. Scores of
private transport workers tooted the
horns of their minibuses in a deafening
crescendo to express solidarity with
the students when they demonstrated
in the ravaged Point Pedro town
centre.

Undergraduates of the University of
Jaffna staged a total boycott of classes
and examinations today in solidarity
with schoolboys.

w R W

Not a single candidate turned up at the
Bachelor of Arts examination. The
undergraduates issued a pamphlet
condemning (a) the ‘kidnapping’ of
schoolboys by the Army, (b) the Army
assault on schoolboys, (¢) the burning
of schools by the Army, and (d) the
commandeering of school buildings for
occupation by the Army.

AR AR A¢

About 50 leading educationists of the
Jaffna District handed over a lengthy
memorandum to the Director of
Education of the Northern Province
and the Government Agent, Jaffna,
protesting about Army atrocities on
innocent Tamil schoolboys and deman-
ding the withdrawal of the security
forces from Jaffna District.

SEPTEMBER 14, 1984

Pensioners from the Jaffna Disrtict

have been requested by the office of

the Government Agent, Jaffna, to call

over at the Jaffna Esplanade from

17.9.84 to collect their monthly pen-

sions, which had been hitherto paid out
at Post Offices.

wOwW W

The public in the Jaffna District
observed a complete stoppage of work
in solidarity with the students who are
boycotting schools. Government de-
partments, private sector enterprises

and transport ground to a halt. All
streets remained deserted.

* W W

Consequent to a Cabinet decision of
12.9.84, the Department of Highways
(Pallai, Kayts, Poonagari and Jaffna
Divisions) withdrew their road repair
squads who were busy repairing the
recently rain-ravaged roads in these
areas, which in any case had been in a
poor state of neglect over the years.
Department sources said that they had
received orders from Colombo to stop
even simple repair work.

* W W

A Sri Lanka Air Force plane, with red
and white markings on it, circled low
over the south coast of the tiny island
of Mandativu (one of the several islands
of the Jaffna coast), firing into the
coastal belt and the adjourning planta-
tions. :

€y z ?
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The remnants of the shell used by the
security forces on 15.9.84

SEPTEMBER 16, 1984

A 19-year-old pregnant girl died ot
brain damage following multiple com-
minuted fractures of her skull, follow-
ing a missile attack by Sri Lankan
security forces just before midnight
yesterday in the coastal village of
Karanavai. Mrs Kalavathy Than-
gathurai had just settled down to sleep
on a mat on the floor of her mud and
palmyrah leaf thatched hut at Kotta-
wattai, Kumulankoodal, when the mis-
sile ripped through the palmyrah-leaf
thatched wall killing her and injuring
her husband, Nallathamby Than-
gathurai (23 years) on his legs and
shoulders.

Four months pregnant Kalawathy
Thangathurai killed on 15.9.84

PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 20
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CENTURY OF ETHNIC CONFLICT (Part IV)

DENIAL OF
POLITICAL RIGHTS
TO PLANTATION
e WORKERS 1928-1948

From the 1930s to the present day, the
history of the plantation sector in Sri
Lanka has been a grim record of the
denial of economic and social justice
and basic democratic rights to the
largest section of the island’s work-
ing-class, namely the workers of Indi-
an origin, whose labour on tea and
rubber plantations. has provided the
country with its main exports and
largest foreign exchange earnings.

The onslaught was carried out
through several means; by stripping
the workers of their voting rights in
stages — thereby depriving them of
representation at local government
and parliamentary level; by creating
a mass of stateless persons and even-
tually subjecting a large section of
them to what amounted to forced
repatriation to India; by refusing
them many of the wage, education,
health and social benefits available to
other sections of the population; by
exposing them to the ordeal of famine
conditions in the 1970s, and finally by
subjecting them to death, rape, loot
and arson during periods of ethnic
violence in 1977, 1981 and in July 1983.

This article, however, specifically
deals with the political attacks on
these workers and the strengthening
of racist ideology among the
Sinhalese in the twenty years between
1928 — the year of the first opposition
to Indian workers’ franchise — and
1948, when they were finally deprived
of citizenship rights.

The strategy of the political exclu-
sion of plantation workers was
spearheaded by the Sinhala
bourgeoisie in the late 1920s. The
Sinhala politicians used the cry of
‘swamping’ to avert the real threat
that a class-conscious plantation pro-
letariat might pose to the system,
especially if it joined forces with other
sections of the Sri Lanka working
people.

However, although racist prop-
aganda against the political rights of
Indian workers on plantations was
first raised by the Sinhala politicians
in the late 1920s, the Sinhala working-

class, under the social-democratic
leadership of A.E. Goonesinha, was at
a peak period of ethnic unity and class
solidarity, and opposed discrimina-
tion against plantation workers.

When in the 1930s and 1940s Goone-
sinha’s policies changed on this issue,
the Left gave non-racist leadership
and opposed every attempt to restrict
the rights of Indian workers in the
urban and plantation sectors. Thus on
the question of voting and citizenship
rights of the plantation workers, the
working-class parties in the period
1928 to 1948, firmly supported the
plantation workers, while the parties
of the bourgeoisie consistently cam-
paigned for the denial of these rights.

The earlier articles in this series
discussed the formation of the Sinha-
la-Buddhist consciousness and the re-
sultant conflicts with other non-Sinha-
la or non-Buddhist elements — the
Christians, the Muslims and the
Malayalis. In all these instances,
ethnic conflict flared up into violence
against members of these groups.

However, ethnic antagonism could
lead, not only to violence against
persons and property, but also, as in
the case of plantation labour, to viola-
tions of the fundamental human and
civic rights of a minority group.

It is very revealing that, although
from 1830 to the 1930s, the numbers of
Indian migrants on plantations in-
creased significantly, the ‘Indian
issue’ did not become a central con-
cern of Sinhala agitation during this
period. In 1911, the Indian Tamils
numbéred 530,000 or 12.9 per cent of
the population of 4.1 million; the vast
majority were plantation workers and
their dependents and the others were
mainly traders and urban workers.
By 1921, the numbers had risen to
602,000 of which 536,000 were planta-
tion workers and dependants.

The presence in Sri Lanka of such a
large group of recent migrants might
have been expected to cause resent-
ment and open expressions of hosti-
lity. But the targets of the Sinhala
Buddhists, from the 1880s were other

These articles are based on a paper
presented to a seminar of the Social
Scientists Association and the Insti-
tute of Social Studies (The Hague)
by Dr Kumari Jayawardena,
Asseciate Professor, Colombo Uni-
versity, in December 1983. Repro-
duced by courtesy of the LANKA
GUARDIAN.

minority groups, even though they
were numerically much smaller than
the Indian Tamils.

It would of course be wrong to say
that the presence of several hundred
thousand migrant workers caused no
resentment among the Sinhalese.
Anagarika Dharmapala often made
passing disparaging remarks about
Indian workers, complaining in 1902,
for example, that ‘under the English
administration, the outcastes of
Southern India are allowed to immi-

" grate into the island’. Similarly, con-

temptuous references to plantation
workers were made by Sinhalese
leaders and the word ‘coolie’ was used
derogatorily in common parlance.

Captive labour

The structure of the plantation sys-
tem was geared to this ‘new form of
slavery’. The migrant workers were
subject to a military style, hierarchic-
al domination by British manage-
ment, to the patriachal control of the
kangani or labour recruiter and to the
ultimate violence of the colonial state
apparatus with its police, regressive

laws and prisons.

The workers were kept in ‘line’
rooms on plantations and were pre- .
vented from leaving by both the
estate security services and the laws
of the land; their health and education
levels were deplorable and wages re-
mained, for over a century up to 1927,
at a bare subsistence daily rate of 33
cents for men and 25 for women.

However, what was crucial in terms
of ethnic relations was that the
Sinhalese were not competing for the
same jobs as the plantation workers.
One of the generally accepted myths
is that Sinhalese did not work on
plantations because they were not
willing to be degraded to the level of
‘coolies’, being proud of their race,
religion and status.

Recent studies have shown that
Sinhala peasants refused to work as
wage labour on plantations because,
even after the advent of plantation
capitalism, they continued to have
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access to some land; in short the
system had not pauperised the
Sinhalese to the extent that they had
no options but to join the plantation
proletariat.

Hence, in the 19th and early 20th
centuries the estate Tamils were not
targets of ethnic violence; nor was
there agitation for their repatriation.

As long as they remained a captive
labour force, isolated geographically
in the hills with no trade unions or
other types of organisation, posses-
sing neither economic nor political
rights, and posing no threat or com-
petition in terms of employmient, they
could be tolerated in spite of their
numbers,

Universal franchise and the
Indian vote

The first concerted attack on the
rights of plantation workers by the
Sinhala bourgeoisie occurred when
the question of universal suffrage was
raised in the late 1920s, during the
discussion on constitutional reform.

Plantation workers were vital to the
economy but not to the political pro-
cess, their near slave status was
accepted but the prospect of their
gaining voting rights and influencing
the outcome of elections resuited in a
chauvinistic campaign led by elec-
tions of the Sinhala bourgeoisie who
stirred up fears among the Sinhalese
that they would become a minority in
certain electoral districts.

Before the Donoughmore reforms, 4
oer cent of the population was entitled
to vote at elections to the Legislative
Council, the franachise being based
on income, property and literacy
qualifications. Under this system, the
Indian workers were not entitled to
the vote but ‘Indian interests’ were
represented by two nominated mem-
bers.

The Donoughmore Commission,
which had come to Sri Lanka in 1927,
abolished ethnic representation and
recommended that the franchise be
open to all over 21, stating, however,
that ‘the privilege of voting should be
confined to those who have an abiding
interest in the country or who may be
regarded as permanently settled in
the island’.

The debate in the Legislative
Council

The issue of universal suffrage and
especially the enfranchisement of
women and Indian workers aroused
much public controversy in 1928. In
the Legislative Council, all but one of
the Sinhala representatives openly
voiced fears that the Sinhalese would
be politically swamped by the Indian
vote.

D.S. Senanayake stated that the
recommendation of the Commission
which had caused the greatest alarm,
was the proposal to extend the franch-
ise to Indians. He voiced the view that
the Sinhalese were not only a minority
in respect to India, but were also the
‘victims’ of injustice.

‘The Sinhalese are ... an unfor-
tunate community . . . the Sinhalese
have been misunderstood and even
their generosity forgotten ... I do
not think there is any other commun-
ity like the Sinhalese who have con-
sented to penalise themselves in
order to give privileges to others . . .
the Indians . . . have a big country.
We have only this small bit of land
for ourselves . . . we want this coun-
try for ourselves.’ (Hansard, 8 Nov
1928. Emphasis added.)

| . Other Sinhalese politicians in the

legislature expressed similar views;
Francis Molamure claimed that his
warnings on the ‘Indian menace’ were
timely:

‘It is a question of foresight; it is a

question of self-preservation . . . we
- are voicing the sentiments of a good

majority of the population penetra-
tion . . . In the past . . . people refer-
red to Ceylon as Liptons Tea Gar-
den; perhaps in the future people
will refer to Ceylon as the Indian

Banyan Tree.’

Molamure clearly saw the potential
of racism as a slogan in future elec-
tions based on universal suffrage.
Replying to his critics he predicted
electoral defeat for candidates advo-
cating non-discriminatory policies.

‘I throw out this challenge. Let them

go to the country and make this their

platform cry “Send me in and I shall
not make any discrimination be-
tween Ceylonese and non-

Ceylonese’’; let his opponent say

“‘My policy is to save Ceylon for the

Ceylonese”. (Hansard, 15 Nov. 1928)

In this debate, C.W.W. Kannangara
also referred to the menace of Indian
labour which would swamp ‘the
permanent population’ and hinted
that those who did not oppose Indian
enfranchisement would be considered
to be traitors. (Hansard, 8 Nov.1928)
Another class angle on this question
was given by V. De S. Wickrama-
nayake, a member of the legisiature.

‘What I fear most is the Indian cooly

on the estate ... rather than the

Indian living in Colombo .. The

Indian labourer . . . goes to work at 6

in the morning and returns to his
cooly lines at .. 6 at night; What
does he know of events in the island?
therefore I say he is not fit or
competent to give a vote on matters
political (Hansard, 2 Nov.1928).

The Labour Party and the Indian
Question

The one exception among the Sinha-
la Legislative Councillors was C.H.Z.
Fernando, a member of the Labour
Party, who for a decade had been
active in support of the urban labour
movement. He refuted the alarmist
views on ‘swamping’ calling them
‘unfounded in fact’ and derided the
‘mythical dangers of Indian domina-
tion’. However, he did not underesti-
mate the harmful possibilities of ra-
cist electioneering; quoting Dr W. A.
de Silva, he said:

‘The Congress President . . . stated

that if it is pointed out to the masses

that we want to hand over the des-
tinies of the country to Indians who
have no permanent interests here,
the masses would rise up to express
themselves very strongly on the sub-
ject. I quite agree . . . that if anyone
were to go among the masses with
that cry, which I submit is not an
honest cry — it would be very easy
indeed to move the masses. to some
precipitate action (Hansard, 2 Nov.

1928).

Several minority Legislators — who
were at the same time supporters of
the Labour Party — also warned of
the dangers of racism. These included
Natesa Aiyar and A. Mahadeva, who
stated: ‘The Labour Party says . .
we want the Indians and we want
them on equal terms with the
Ceylonese.’ (Hansard, 8 Nov.1928)

Although not in the Labour Party
himself, T.B. Jayah (a Malay), sup-
ported Indian franchise rights and
claimed: ‘The Labour Party is strong-
ly in favour of the grant of the franch-
ise to the Indian Community. Their
accredited leader says that the
Sinhalese labourer will not stand in-
the way of the grant of the franchise
to his Indian brother.’ (Hansard, 8
Nov.1928. Emphasis added)

The ‘accredited leader’ A. E.
Goonesinha, who was at the height of
his power as Colombo’s trade union
leader, supported the franchise rights -
of Indian workers, since his policies
were based on class solidarity and
ethnic unity. While sections of the
Sinhala press were stirring up racist
propaganda, A.E. Goonesinha, in
1928, chaired a meeting of the Gandhi
Sangham in Price Park and came out
in favour of Indian workers’ rights:
the Ceylon Daily News (10 September
1928), reported Goonesinha’s attack
on the Sinhala leaders.

‘A few plutocrats spoke of the Indi-
ans as being a menace to the
Sinhalese workmen. What had these
conscientious patriotic plutocrats
done . . . for their workmen in their
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times of trouble and hardships? In-
stead of helping their poor fellow
countrymen, the plutocrats had ex-
pended their energies in driving out
the poor villager from his plot of
land. Now these men had developed
a sense of patriotism. What was the
reason for this solicitude? It was the
result of the poor man being given
the vote. It was the same plutocrats
who went before the Special Com-
mission and opposed . . . the grant of
universal suffrage. Having failed in
their scheme they now talk of de-
priving Indians in Ceylon of the right
to vote.

The courageous stand that A.E.
Goonesinha took in these years, risk-
ing criticism and unpopularity by
championing the rights of the planta-
tion workers, was in stark contrast to

_ his volte face on minority rights in the
thirties.

The elections

When the amended reforms were
finally implemented, the franchise
was given to those with a Ceylon
domicile of origin or choice based on 5
years residence, literacy, property
and income qualifications or the pos-
session of a certificate of permanent
settlement, given to those with 5 years
continuous residence and intention to
settle in the country. Under this law, a
section of plantation workers were
able, for the first time, to exercise
franchise rights.

During the first general elections in
Ceylon in 1931, there was considerable
political campaigning in the planta-
tion areas. Two candidates of Indian
origin were elected S.P. Vytilingam
(Talawakelle) and Peri Sunderam
(Hatton), who became the Minister. of
Labour, Industry and Commerce in
the new State Council. There was
renewed political agitation in the
plantation areas in 1936, when the
number of Indian voters had risen to
145,000.

At the general election in 1936, two
Indians were returned, S.P. Vytiling-
am (Talawakelle) and the trade union
leader K. Natesa Aiyar (Hatton). As
general elections were to be held
every five years, there was active
preparation for the anticipated 1941
elections, (which were postponed be-
cause of the World War). By this date
the Indian electorate had risen to
225,000 and the election enthusiasm
which had spread to the plantation
sector also led to a political awaken-
ing which facilitated the spread of
trade unionism after 1939.

Denial of village franchise

The grant of the franchise, even
with certain limitations, to plantation
workers and their keenness to regis-

ter and vote, led to feelings of
apprehension among the Sinhala poli-
tical leaders. Having failed to disen-
franchise this group at the parliamen-
tary level, an effort was thereafter
launched to deny them the franchise
at the local government level.

Under the Village Committees Ordi-
nance of 1889, participation in these
committees was denied to Europeans,
Burghers and Indians, on the ground
that they did not form an organic part
of village life.

In 1937, law was amended to impose
a tax on estates within the village
areas, and to give village franchise to
Burghers and Europeans, but not to
Indians, thereby excluded these work-
ers from a share in local government.

There were loud protests over this
legislation; many Indian associations
in Sri Lanka accused the State Coun-
cil of trying to deprive Indians of their
political rights and the government of
India alleged that the Bill was based
on racial discrimination. Dr N.M.
Perera, the LSSP member in the
State Council, made an attack on the
policies of the Board of Ministers:

‘They have no objection to enfran-
chising European planters ...

Those ... who have property who

exploit the people in the true sense of

the word are enfranchised. But when
it comes to the poor labourer who
has not the fortune to possess land,
he is not enfranchised ... This

bogey of swamping is entirely im-

aginary and has been created by a

handful of people . . . the interests of

the Indian labourers and the vast
mass of peasants and workers in this
country are the same. The fight is
against the capitalist class, whether
they are Indians or Ceylonese. (Han-

sard 1937, p.4150)

As a result of the protests there was
another amendment, depriving all
plantation labour, irrespective of
race, of the village franchise. Howev-
er, since there were only a few Sinha-’
la residents on estates, the effect of
the legislation was to discriminate
against Indian workers.

The uncertainties faced by the Indi-
an minorities in Sri Lanka (Malayali
and Tamil) were aggravated in the
late 1930s, when measures were pas-
sed enforcing retirement and repat-
riation on urban workers of Indian
origin, The continuing unemployment
also led to a discussion on the issue of
migration (from India) for work on
plantations, which was vital for the
functioning of the key sector of the
economy.

Ironically, the Sinhala bourgeoisie
which had campaigned for the repat-
riataion of urban labour, who were
said to be in competition with Sinhala
workers)ywerelagainsicthedbanning of

immigration from India for work on
estates, since it went against the in-
terests of the plantation economy.
However, the Indian government in
1939, in retaliation for the repatriation
of urban labour, banned immigration
from India. '

" Militancy of plantation workers

The unionisation and subsequent
militant struggles of plantation work-
ers were also factors in increasing
Sinhala fears about the potential poli-
tical influence of these workers. K.
Natesa Aiyer had formed the first
plantation trade union in 1931, but this
never made rapid strides due to
adverse economic conditions during
the depression. By the 1930s, however,
the situation had changed; the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party started organis-
ing the plantation workers and led
some very militant strikes in 1939 and
1940, against which the employers
retaliated with violence.

The Ceylon Indian Congress, inau-
gurated with Nehru's patronage in
1939, also began trade union activity,
organising a wave of strikes, which
set the whole of the hill country ablaze
in 1940. The planters were caught off
their guard, having for generations
been used to ‘docile coolies’; the colo-
nial officials were also alarmed at the
unrest, which occurred after the out-
break of the World War. Recognition
was hastily given to the unions and a
collective agreement was signed in
1940, between the unions and the Plan-
ters’ Asociations.

The sudden eruption of violence and
labour agitation on the plantations
also unnerved the Sinhala leaders,
who began to see the ‘dangers’ of an
organised plantation proletariat hav-
ing links with the Left parties. Alarms
about the ‘red peril’ were further
sounded after the end of the World
War, when urban labour, led by the
Left, erupted in a series of militant
strikes in 1945 and 1946, culminating
in the general strike of 1947; the
spectre of joint revolutionary agita-
tion, involving plantation and urban
labour, was to further haunt the
bourgeoisie, after the unforeseen suc-
cesses of the Left parties in the par-
liamentary elections of 1947, when
their representation increased (from 2
at the previous election) to 20.

The election also highlighted the
political potential of the plantation
sector, the Ceylon Indian Congress
had, by returning 7 members to par-
liament. In electorates which they
did not contest, the plantation work-
ers generally supported candidates of
the Left parties, their roles being
decisive in around 14 constituencies.

which had returned Left candidates.
I
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positive outcome. Even the Indian
leaders are disappointed and disillu-
sioned. The monks of Maha Sanga are
arrogant and unappeasable. Sinhala

opposition parties are staying out. The
only person who is Jjubilant and hopetul
is Amirthalingam. The whole world is
puzzled and dazzled about his positive
assertion of a ‘progress’ in talks.”

THE PRESIDENT’S PROPOSALS

The following are the proposals presented
by the Sri Lankan President Mr J.R.
Jayawardene, to the All Party Confer-
ence:

*‘Systems of Gaovernment: The basic unit
of government to be the pradesheeya
mandalaya covering an assistant govern-
ment agent’s area. The actual composi-
tion of it members will have to be decided.

“The next unit to be urban councils and
municipal councils as at present consti-
tuted.’

“The third unit should be district coun-
cils and their. composition and method of
election and powers and functions will
have to be redefined. Their area of opera-
tion to be the present districts.

*"The district councils would be directly
elected by the people of the districts. The
chairman and the vice-chairman would be
the first and second names in the list of the
party receiving the highest vote, if the
election were held on the basis of prop-
ortional representation.

‘‘Inter-district co-ordination and col-
laboration: Inter-district co-ordination to
be permitted in defined spheres of activ-
ity. District councils must vote for this
co-ordination. If they wish to have a re-
ferendum in the district a referendum
should be held.

*If units are constituted for this purpose
they should include the chairman and the
vice-chairman of each district council and
a limit number of additional representa-
tives elected by each district council. The
relationship between such institutions and
the district councils from which they are
constituted has to be worked out.

**Second Chamber: There are several
precedents where the instrument of a
second chamber has been successfully
employed to ensure a more equitable
exercise of political power by all members
or sectors of a multi-ethnic society.

“To that extent, if any proposal to
establish inter-district collaboration or co-
operation is required well-defined spheres
of activities may very well be examined,
since this proposal offers the possibility of
various combinations of two or more dis-
tricts for different purposes as well as the
establishment of co-ordinating bodies for
inter-district funectional operations. The
chairman and the vice-chairman of each
district council would be ex-officio mem-
bers of the Second Chamber. Since these
members of the Second Chamber are
those who enjoy the confidence of the
majority of the members of the district
council or the units of co-ordination be-
tween districts. the Second Chamber
would be a reservoir for the purpose of
appointing Ministers to function for inter-
district co-ordinating units.

**Ministers who enjoy the support of the
majority in either the inter-district co-
ordination units or in a district council
could be appointed by the President and
removed also by him. Their functions,
duties and obligations have to be discus-
sed. The question of these Ministers being
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answerable to the co-ordinating units in
the exercise of their executive functions
will have o be studied and a procedure for
implementing any decisions taken will
have to be worked out.

“*Composition of Second Chamber: With
regard to the composition, the powers and
functions of the Second Chamber, consid-
eration should be paid to the President’s
memorandum presented to the All Party
Conference on the second chamber prop-
osal on July 23rd 1984.

“The Second Chamber may be consti-
tuted as a chamber with adequate repre-
sentation for all major and minor ethnic
communities.

“Provision may be made for repre-

sentation of minority communities from
districts where there are substantial or
significant concentrations of such minor-
ity communities. The district councils in
the respective districts could also elect or
nominate such members. Thus the four
ethnic groups on the island. the Sinhala,
Sri Lanka Tamils and Tamils of recent
Indian origin and Muslims should be rep-
resented in such a way as to ensure
representation which will creaie a source
of fair participation.

*“The two members from each district to
be directly elected at the same time as at
a general election. The Second Chamber's
term of office, therefore, coincides with
that of the first chamber. When there is a
dissolution of Parliament, it would mean
the dissolution of both chambers. The
district will be the constituency.

“‘Some powers of Second Chamber:
There must be a sharing of powers be-
tween the two chambers in regard to the
exercise of legislative power in respect of
all proposed legislation affecting fun-
damental rights and language rights
guaranteed under the Constitution. In this
regard, no proposed legislation should
become law unless approved by the Presi-
dent.

“The Second Chamber may be vested
with the implementation of the provisions
of Chapter 1V, Section 22 of the Constitu-
tion dealing with the national language,
Tamil.

“The Second Chamber could also consti-
tute select committees to inquire into and
report on all aspects of ethnic disputes
such as those relating to university admis-
sions, educational facilities. employment
of comunities. Land settlement. exercise
of language and cultural rights and de-
velopment of backward regions would
also be considered. The recommendations
of committee ‘B’ will be considered in this
context.

*“The stateless: There was support too
for the proposal referred to earlier in this
report that the stateless (some 90,000 of
them) be given citizenship — vide para-
graph 9 (3) of the report.

“Ethnic violence and terrorism: There
was acceptance too that the causes of
ethnic violence and all forms of terrorism
in all parts of the country must be eradi-
cated - vide pavagraph (4 of-the Tetort,”

CONDEMNS
ORGANISED
PERSECUTION
OF TAMILS

The following is the text of a resolution
adopted by the Asia-Pacific Regional
Committee of the International Union
of Food and Allied Workers Associa-
tion (IUF):

The Asia-Pacific Regional Commit-
tee meeting in Tokyo is deeply con-
cerned about the organised persecu-
tion of the Tamil minority and the
economic, social and political sequels
of the attack on Tamil persons, institu-
tions, and business enterprises in July
1983, and calls on the Government of
Sri Lanka.:

To take immediate steps to rehabili-
tate the economic sectors affected by
the attacks and re-establish the jobs of
the workers who lost their employ-
ment through the destruction of the
production facilities of their em-
ployers, in particular:

(a) Through ensuring prompt and
full compensation payment (by insur-
ance companies or other institutions)
and

(b) Through making reinvestment
into production facilities mandatory
for such compensation payments, by
legislation or incentive schemes;

To lift the State of Emergency and to
re-establish conditions for the free ex-
ercise of democratic and trade union
rights in order to make possible demo-
cratic solutions to the present crisis.

TAMIL ISSUE
RAISED IN
AUSTRALIAN

PARLIAMENT
AGAIN

Two members of the Australian Par-
liament, Mr Kent and Mr Macarthur
gave notice of the following motion in
the House of Representatives on Au-
gust 21, 1984:

‘That this House —

(1) notes —

(a) with revulsion the new out-
breaks of violence against the
Tamil minority in Sri Lanka,
and

(b} that the Srfi Lankan armed
forces and navy is engaged in
indiscriminate shooting of inno-

PLEASE TURN OVER
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cent by-standers and shelling
villages in Tamil areas;

(2) calls on the government —

(a) to express to the Jayewardene
Government the abhorrence
and opposition of the Austra-
lian people to racial violence,
and
to take up the plight of the
long-suffering Tamils in inter-
national forums such as the Un-
.ited nations.

(c) to refuse any request by the Sri
Lankan government for milit-
ary aid, but instead to provide
aid to the Tamil minority
through the International Red

- Cross.

(b

=

Flagrant breach

The flagrant breach of human
rights in Sri Lanka was also raised by
Senator Childs in the Australian Sen-
ate. On August 22, he asked the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs whether he
would condemn the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment in regard to the ‘flagrant and

well-publicised breach of human

rights’ and ‘for its failure to control its
troops’. He also urged the minister to
exert diplomatic pressure on the Sri
Lankan government to ensure that
there was no repetition of such
occurrences.

-On behalf of the Foreign Minister,
Senator Gareth Evans replied:

‘The government is certainly aware
of the -recent deterioration in com-
munal relations .in Sri Lanka and the
concomitant increase in violence
there. We are most concerned at the
situation that continues to develop.

‘The present crisis seems-to have
been precipitated by terrorist attacks
in northern Sri Lanka. Those attacks
have been met by what might be
described as firm action by the gov-
ernment. It is clear that the govern-
ment’s security forces have, on sever-
al occasions at least, gone well
beyond the bounds of acceptable be-
haviour. Reprisals have been directed
at innocent Tamil civilians and num-
bers of Tamils have been killed, in-
cluding in Mannar.

Registered our concern

‘1 am advised by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs that we have reg-
istered our concern about the com-
munal situation many times with the
Sri Lankan government. Most recent-
ly, on 14 August, our High Commis-
sioner in Colombo spoke with Sri
Lankan President Jayewardene, the

two letters which appeared in the
Australian press (August 17 and 27):

I HAVE just spent a weekend in
Australia en route to Sri Lanka from
Port Moresby, where I led my coun-
try’s delegation to CHOGRM. I am
appalled to read some of the media’s
misleading headlines and some dis-
torted views of the situation in Sri
Lanka in the last few days.

I am a Tamil and I have been a
member of the United National Party
(a non-communal party led by Presi-
dent Jayawardene) for 20 years.
Many Tamils like myself believe that
the ethnic problems of Sri Lanka can
be solved by President Jayawar-
dene’s government by peaceful dis-
cussion. To achieve this end we have
been meeting at a round table confer-
ence and continue to do so. A solution
is in sight.

However, the major obstacle to
solving this problem is the terrorist
movement, which purports to fight
the Tamil cause. Their many violent
acts, including genocide of the Tamil
people who do not co-operate with
them, have been accelerated re-
cently.

Their acts against government in-
stitutions and personnel are perpetu-
ated in the predominantly Tamil
areas of the north of Sri Lanka with a
view to provoking reactions from the
Sinhalese people in the other areas,
where the majority of Tamil people
live intermingling with the Sinhalese.

They succeeded in doing so in July
1983 and the world was made to
believe that the Sinhalese people in-
dulged in ‘genocide of Tamils’.

The security forces have been
charged with eliminating the terror-
ists and while they do so the sym-
pathisers of the terrorists, mostly
people living outside the country,
indulge in false propaganda, accus-
ing them of genocide and excesses.

1 appeal to all right-thinking people
not to support these terrorists and
their propaganda.

K.W. DEVANAYAGAM
Sri Lankan Minister
for Home Affairs
Canberra

SINHALESE DOCTOR REPLIES
TO TAMIL MINISTER

Reproducéd, without comment, are

<O - S <SR G ¢

MAY I reply to the letter from the Sri
Lankan Home Affairs Minister Mr
K.W. Devanayagam (17/8).

I have just returned from Sri
Lanka after trying to sort out fact
from fiction. This was necessary be-

‘cause of President Jayawardene’s

stranglehold on the press which pre-
vents any news other than govern-
ment propaganda leaving the
country. ‘

1. Mr Devanayagam refers to the
media headlines in Australia as ‘mis-
leading’ and ‘distorted’. On the con-
trary, the reports in The Australian
(and particularly news broadcasts by
the BBC, London) have been accu-
rate and if anything an understate-
ment of the Tamil genocide by the Sri
Lankan ‘security forces’ now in prog-
ress in Sri Lanka.

2. Mr Devanayagam believes that
the Sri Lankan problem can be set-
tled by negotiation. Yes, if politicians
such as himself, Jayawardene and
before him Bandaranaike were poli-
tically honest, this might have been
possible. The round table conference
referred to has now gone on for
almost a year. Apart from giving
Jayawardene time to equip the
security forces with American-sup- ,
plied sophisticated weapons, it has
done nothing. '

3. He refers to the July 1983 mas-
sacre where between 500 and 2,000
Tamils (depending on who does the
counting) were butchered. The less
said of this disgraceful blot on Sri
Lanka the better. The reluctance of
Devanayagam’s government to hold
an inquiry into who was responsible
for this bloodbath is about as damn-
ing as anything such an inquiry could
unearth. .

What is urgently needed is to
appreciate that despite Mr De-
vanayagam’s propaganda (which he
is paid to do), the country is at the
brink of a civil war and the most
urgent need is to get an international
peacekeeping force into Sri Lanka
before the next massacre of innocent§
civilians, which is imminent.

(Dr} BRIAN SENEWIRATNE
Brisbane:.

Foreign Minister, the National Secur-
ity Minister and several officials.
Since then, .the Minister for Foreign
Affairs has written to his Sri Lankan

. counterpart. In that letter, -he again

expressed QUE ga¥ermment sigencern

over the state of communal relations
and reiterated our hope that all
groups in Sri Lanka will eschew vio-
lence and will work together to
achieve a lasting solution to Sri
Lanka’s communal difficulties.




FAMIL TIMES 17

‘Sri Lanka: Racism and the

Authoritarian State’

A multitude of publications have
appeared on Sri Lanka in recent years,
especially after the 1983 pogroms.
Some have concentrated on listing the
immediate atrocities, some others
have attempted to vindicate the gov-
ernment and/or the Sinhala people.
But none had challenged us to think
afresh — until Race & Class brought
out their special issue, Sri Lanka:
Racism and the Authoritarian State.

‘Ever since independence’, write the
editors, ‘successive governments have
done everything in their power, from
state-sponsored racism to state-spon-
sored pogroms, to render the Tamils a

separate people, and inferior — and -

then cried out against that separatism
“when the Tamils embraced it to carve
out their dignity and future.’

This volume of Race & Class, the

journal of the Institute of Race Rela-
tions in London, not only includes a
narration of the events of 1983 but
looks to their causes. Sanmugathasan
tells the ‘Story of the Holocaust’.
Kumari Jayawardene sheds new light
on communalism and class formation
in 19th century Ceylon. ‘Plantation
politics’ by Rachel Kurian and others
examines the discrimination and man-
ipulation of plantation Tamils in the
overall examination of state racism.

Vivid examples

The journal also gives vivid exam-
ples of the culture of racism as politi-
al diatribe by reproducing some
speeches by Industries Minister Cyril
Mathew, translated from Sinhala for
the first time. Included in the issue are
vital background materials on diseri-
mination and state aggression against
Tamil people, human rights violations
and the first comprehensive bibliogra-
phy on July 1983 which has been com-
piled by the well-known bibliographer
H.A.L. Goonetileke.

Every article and report and note
and document in this work has the ring
of honesty and commitment — and the
mere presence of both Sinhala and
Tamil writers in its pages promises
some hope for the future.

But the article, above all, which in
addition to all this disabuses our minds
of our prejudices and falsehoods and
allows s to see again the country’s
history in the light of truth is Sivanan-
dan’s ‘Racism and the politics of
underdevelopment’. He throws away

many stock notions and formulations. -

to write a history of state racism in Sri
Lanka that has never before been
discussed in such depth.

Unlike many of Sri Lanka’s intellec-
tuals and activists Sivanandan does
not ‘revise’ history or begin with a
conclusion; unlike the ‘Marxists’ he
does not preach orthodoxes and slo-
gans. Instead, he uses the tool of di-
alectical materialism to cut open and
examine Sri Lankan society and its
racist and class contradictions. He
elucidates the impact of colonialism on
the different ‘social functions’ of Sri
Lanka and the different classes and
types of racism it threw up. Every-
thing about his analysis challenges the
way people have looked at Sri Lanka
and the Tamil question.

Sivanandan looks at racism in con-
crete terms. He exposes the ‘Left’ as
colluders in racism; he attacks the
Buddhist clergy for giving a lead in
racialist politics; he shows how private
armies of thugs are used to break
strikes, intimidate political opponents
and carry out racist pogroms. And he
firmly rejects any notion that the
SLFP (by being more ‘left’ and less
capitalist than the UNP) were any less
racist.

In fact, he takes the reader step by
step through the ways that racism was
institutionalised via import substitu-
tion, state capitalism and nationalisa-
tion schemes. And he sets his analysis
of state racism in the context of under-
development and imperialist strategy
so as to provide a framework within
which to understand similar prob-
lems in other Third World countries.

Finally, his analysis points to the
symbiotic relationship between rac-
ism and dictatorship in such countries
— with Sri Lanka as its clearest exam-
ple. And for that very reason his
strategy for overthrowing racism and
the authoritarian state which thrives
on it includes a mass movement on the
part of both the Sinhala and Tamil
peoples.

Taken the lead

In that struggle the Tamil freedom
fighters have already taken the lead.
But ‘Tamil liberation is the easier
won,” writes Sivanandan, ‘through the
weakening of the Sinhala state from
within, socialism the surer achieved
through struggles not narrowly
nationalist’. And he concludes: ‘There
is no socialism after liberation; social-
ism is the process through which li-
beration is won.’

With characteristic clarity, Kumari
Jayawardene shows up the ideological

BOOK
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interconnection between the develop-
ment of Sinhala merchant capitalism
and the Buddhist revival. The Sinhala-
Buddhist hegemonistic claims were
based on three interconnected myths:
the myths of the ‘Aryan race’ and that
Sinhalese belonged to the Aryan race;
the myth of the landing of Vijaya and
the founding of the Sinhala race: and
the myth of Buddha's visit to Sri Lanka
and his special relationship with the
island.

‘Master-race’

The implications of the Sinhala-
Buddhist ideology were that Sri Lanka
was the land of the Sinhalese and
non-Sinhalese were there by the grace
and favour of the ‘master-race’.
However reactionary or untenable it
may be, the hegemonistic claim of
Sinhala-Buddhism is re-asserted with
the backing of the full might of the
state power, in the present context of
accentuated inter-ethnic conflict; ‘Sri
Lanka is a Sinhala Buddhist country
although non-Sinhalese and non-
Buddhists too have lived here for a
long time. This fact should not be
forgotten by Sinhala Buddhists as well
as non-Sinhalese and non-Buddhists,’
(Cyril Mathew, Minister of Industries
in ‘Diabolical Conspiracy’).

On another occasion, this modern
standard-bearer of Sinhala-Buddhism
asserted, ‘Sri Lanka history is a Sinha-
la history and nothing else’.

Nancy Murray, in her chapter ‘The
State against the Tamils’, concludes
that the Sri Lankan state, which uses
its armed forces to terrorise its 20 per
cent Tamil population, will have at
hand a ready-made machinery of rep-
ression against the whole population.

Ian Goonetileke’s bibliography basi-
cally is in two sections: A — ‘The
National Question: perception and
performance’; and B — ‘July 1983:
outrage and outcome’. While his bib-
liography is characteristically thor-
ough, Ian’s preamble, written in his
inimitable style, constitutes a devas-
tating indictment of the Sri Lankan
regime.

Describing the July 1983 ‘unpre-
cedented communal holocaust in
which the Tamil community in Sri
Lanka suffered enormous destruction
and life’ as a ‘massive haemorrhage’,
he draws attention to the strenuous
attempts at covering up, that are con-
tinuing to be made in order that the
true dimensions by these sad and tra-
gic events may be concealed.

Ian Goonetileke makes caustic com-
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TAMIL PASSENGERS KILLED IN ARMY HIJACK

— TWO WOMEN RAPED

FROM PAGE 7

around me. Another person who must
have been lying motionless like me on
the ground crawled up to see whether
the assailants had gone, only to be
greeted by a spray of bullets and he
was dead the next minute.
‘After some time, which appeared
to be a lifetime, I decided to get up. I
was not sure whether our killers had
gone away but it did not matter any
more if I were to be killed. After all, I
had witnessed so many people being
slaughtered around me. I got up and
walked a short distance. The killers
had apparently left. I heard someone
crying. I found it to be another man
who had escaped death like me.
‘We roamed the jungles for the next
three hours without any purpose or
direction. When the first streaks of
dawn penetrated the jungles, we
came to the place where the incident
had taken place. We saw there the two

voung girls who had been taken away
into the jungle by our assailants.

Night of shock and horror

‘On seeing us, they screamed and
wept. I feel too frozen with shock and
disgust to recount all what they told
us about their night of shock and
horror in the jungles. “Give us some
poison. We prefer to die here than to
return to our houses in this state,”
they declared. We consoled them and
took them along with us through this
maze of blood, corpses, and personal
belongings strewn all over the place.’

Another young Tamil passenger,
who chose to remain anonymous,
gave the following account:

Coach was full

‘I went to Colombo for an interview
in regard to getting a job abroad. I
was returning after the interview.
The coach was full, with about 45
passengers.

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
ments concerning the degenerating
trends in public life since the present
regime came into power in 1977: the
democratic process had been eroded
by a combination of ad hoc constitu-
tional amendments and legislative
enactments; demogogy accompa-
nied by overt and covert forms of
thuggery had virtually institutional-
ised political violence; the final coup
de grace inflicted on the electoral
process in 1982 (a reference to the
extension of the life of parliament to 12
years without an - election); and the
most menacing and open indictment of
racist prejudice at the highest levels.
Asserting that a high degree of politic-
al pusillanimity and moral cowardice
have contributed to this ‘crisis of civi-
lisation’ in a Buddhist land, he laments
‘that little, if anything, had been
learned and even less forgotten after
the tragic catastrophe of July 1983’
Ian Goonetileke considers that the
much talked about Round Table Con-
ference had ‘raised more problems
than it agreed to solve’ and frequent
adjournments and changes in drama-
tis personae have neither increased
the climate of accommodation nor
diminished the potential for conflict.
The continuing reliance on a military
solution, repressive legislation, and a
near‘permanent Emergency has viti-
ated the arena of reconciliation and
mutual trust. The conduct of the con-
ference itself appears to have
favoured the exacerbation of conflict
positions and inflexible attitudes with-
out advancing, in any significant mea-

SRI LANKA: RACISM AND THE
AUTHORITARIAN STATE (Race
& Class, Summer 1984) 200 pages,
£3.50.

Institute of Race Relations, 247-9
Pentonville Road, London N1

sure, an acceptable approach to an
enduring political solution of the prob-
lem of an oppressed national minority,
through institutions of genuine devolu
tion of power. :

While referring to the ‘frenzied ex-
pressions of narrow bigotry’ on the
part of the majority and the ‘quixotic
bravura of a national minority’ and
their serious lack of self-awareness
and failure to face up to the realities of
their respective situations in the real
world, within and without the national
borders, Ian Goonetileke does not
‘deny the Tamils the right to espouse
their legitimate demands for the satis-
faction of national self-respect and
dignity and the freedom to pursue the
same privileges and opportunities
which the Sinhalese now seek to proc-
laim as their sole prerogative’.

And he concludes: ‘Only Sri Lankans
acting as a whole in defiance of pre-
sent tendencies and mindful of their
past and future destinies can deliver
the country out of its current night-
‘mare’.

This book is essential reading for
everyone concerned with Sri Lankan
affairs.

P.R. GANESHAN

‘Two miles from Eerra Periyvaku-
lam. five men, three in army uniform,
and armed with sub-machine guns,
beckoned the coach to stop. They then

tinto the coach and ordered it to be
diverted in the direction of Mannar.

‘We all began to panic. The coach
proceeded along Mannar Road and
was ordered to stop by the side of the
road, near the sixth mile post. They
snatched the journey’s collections
from the driver who had driven the
coach when we started from Colombo
and pulled him out. Then there was a
sudden burst of gunfire followed by
the agonising screams of the driver.

Six atatime

‘Then others in the coach were pul-
led out — six at a time. Some were
standing and others lying on the
ground when they were fired upon.
"With the gunfire and screams of the
people outside, those inside the coach
also screamed in fear. We could hear
the people who had been shot crying
out for water. The gunmen silenced
them with another burst of gunfire.

‘They had pulled out the younger
men {irst; the elderly and the women
were still inside the coach.

‘One of the attackers was heard to
tell another of the gang in Sinhala that
he had run out of ammunition. The
fact that they had to shoot indiscrimi-
nately in the dark at those who
jumped out of the coach and ran
might have been the reason that they
ran out of ammunition; probably that
is why we escaped death.

‘I saw two young girls being drag-
ged away by the armed men amidst
screams. 1 do not know what hap-
pened to them or where they took
them. They disappeared into the
jungle.

‘About 13 or 14 of us escaped the
shooting but we sustained injuries
when they assaulted us inside the
coach. We reached some huts and
asked for help. They told us not to go
any further because the jungles were
elephant infested and that there were
army camps nearby.

Wept till morning

‘We waited there and wept till
morning thinking about our fate. At
6a.m. we walked back to the scene of
the crime and found dead bodies of
young as well as old people strewn
about the place. We saw the corpse of
a young boy with his intestines pro-
jecting out. We saw a bus belonging to
the northern depot of the Sri Lanka
Transport Board going from Mannar
on the way to Jaffna. We got into the
bus and having admitted six badly
injured passengers at the Vavuniya
Hospital returned to Jaffna.’

. ———
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‘TAMIL TIMES,” ‘TAMIL
INFORMATION’ AND
‘TAMIL LINK’

I have been a subscriber to the ‘Timil
Times’ for the last two years, and 1
value the service it does in highlight-
ing the problems facing the Tamil
people of Sri Lanka and the con-
tinuing atrocities committed against
them. I am sure the Tamil poeple
would be grateful for the work the
‘Tamil Times’ has done so far.
Recently, I happened to see two
further pubications, namely ‘Tamil
Link’ published by the Tamil In-
formation Centre in Madras and
*‘Tamil International’ (which has since
changed its name to ‘Tamil Informa-
tion’) printed in Madras and financed

by the Tamil Information Centre

operating from London.

At a time when the meagre re-
sources at the disposal of the Tamil
people must be applied in the most
efficient and economical manner, is it
necessary for, or can we afford the
luxury of having three or four jour-
nals which will certainly have to cov-
er more or less the same ground?
Monies are required for various types
of work covering a variety of areas if
we, as Tamils, are going to fight
against the oppression by the Sri
Lankan government.

Instead of pooling our resources,
both men and material, and undertak-
ing co-ordinated work on behalf of the
suffering Tamil people, engaging in
an area of work already done by one
group of people by others, however
well intentioned they may be, in my
humble opinion, results in unnecces-
ary duplication and wasteful applica-
tion of meagre resources. More
dangerously, it can also give rise to
self-defeating rivalry.

S. Kasinathan
Ontario, Canada.

Editor's Note:
We share the sentiments of our cor-
respondent. But it must be observed
that ‘Tamil Times' was started in
October 1981 following the burning of
the Jaffna Public Library and the
anti-Tamil pogrem during August
1981. At that time, there was no other
political journal to speak on behalf of
the Tamil people. The need to fill this
- vacuum resulted in the birth of the
‘Tamil Times'. Not a penny nor a rich
backer or a grant from any aid agen-
¢y was available at the time the
‘Tamil Times' was born. The first
issue was printed and distributed
free, the cost for which was met by
small contributions ranging from f1
to £25 from a few well-wishers. From
then on. the paper has continued pub-
lication with subscriptions and dona-

DEVIL MEETS DEVIL

[ refer to vour quotation from  the
‘Saudi Gazette' editorial in the
September 1984 issue of the ‘Tamil
Times':

‘“President Jayewardene, while
talking about (Israeli) help for train-
ing the army against the terrorists.
had said last month that ‘I would
shake hands with the devil itself’.
Little did he know that he had already
done it.”’

I disagree with the last sentence.
The *Saudi Gazette’ has rushed into
conclusions.

It is true that the Mossad has come
to Sri Lanka to educate the Sinhalese
troops on anti-guerrilla warfare
strategy. to export their West Bank
expertise.

But. I am sure, that at the end of the
day the Mossad will return {o Israrel
educated — indoctrinated with the
Jayewardene strategy of gouging out
eyes of political prisoners in max-
imum security jails. sacrificing
Tamil blood to Lord Buddha, and
raping women in pools of blood
amidst dead and dying human bodies
and also import back home the Kas-
siappa expertise on homocide.

LETTERSTO

THE EDITOR

[ refer to Samantha Perera 1a
Sinhalese) in the December 1983 issue
of the ‘Tamil Times’:

“The record of the early Sinhala
kings was one of continuous, inces-
sant struggle for the throne, fratricid-
al and patricidal killings, conspir-
acies and intrigues. Very few kings
succeeded their predecessors by
peaceful means. According to the
Mahavamsa, of the 54 kings of the
Great Dynasty (543BC to AD275), 11
kings were forcibly overthrown, six
were assassinated, 13 were killed in
battle and 22 were murdered by their
sucessors. The period following until
the arrival of the western colonisers
was no less prone to violence. How
Kassiappa buried alive his own father
in a wall of concrete to become king
himself is a well-known story.”

So, at stumps, it could very well end
up with the Israeli PM realising that it
was he, repeat he, who had shaken
hands with the devil!

S.K. Samy
New South Wales,
Australia.

VIOLENCE OF THE OPPRESSOR AND THE OPPRESSED

In a recent interview given to the
‘Indian Express’. President J.R.
Jayewardene has told that once the
Tamil guerrillas renounce terrorism
they will be welcome to participate in
the all-party conference.

If renouncement of terrorism is a
pre-condition to sit at the round table,
then the first people who should be
kicked out of the ‘pow wow' im-
mediately are President Jayewar-
dene and his Minister of National

Security, Lalith Athulathmudali. Be-
cause it is they who are the architects
of one of the most savage forms of
‘state terrorism’ in modern world his-
tory.

Instrument of state

The Tamil guerrillas attack the
armed services because it is the in-
strument of the state which foisted

TURN TO NEXT PAGE

tions from well-wishers and we can
assure the readers that the denations
were very small indeed. One may
wonder as to how we managed all
these three years. The secret is the
dedication and the sacrifice of a few
and determined group of individuals
resolved to serve the people purely on
a voluntary basis.

‘Saturday Review’ began publica-
tion from Jaffna in 1982 and that time
active consideration was given to
afford all the support that one could
muster for this home-based paper.

Discussions with these connected
with the ‘Saturday Review' revealed
that. because of the oppressive and
repressive conditions in Sri Lanka,
the uninterrupted publication of that
paper could not be guaranteed and
they insisted that ‘Tamil Times’
should continue to be published. The

soundness of this view was confirmed
by subsequent events when ‘Saturday
Review’ was ordered to be closed by
the government. When the former
editor of ‘Saturday Review', Mr Siva-
nayagam, went over to India, he be-
came a regular contributor to ‘Tamil
Times".

We have set out these facts to place
before our readers the circumstances
in which the ‘Tamil Times' was born
and how it had continued publication
for the last three years.

It is not for us to comment when
others concerned in Tamil affairs
start a new journal. For our part we
would certainly have taken into con-
sideration all the important points
that our correspondent raises if we
were thinking of launching a new
journal when there is already one in
existence serving the same purpose.
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FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
repression on the Tamil nation. They
have never killed Sinhalese civilians.
But the Sinhalese troops who are
directly answerable to Javewardene
and Athulathmudali slaughter inno-
cent Tamil civilians.

Will Javewardene and Athulath-
mudali expel themselves from. the
all-party conference?

. al
West Germany C. Kunalan

CONCERTIN AID
OF REFUGEE
CHILDREN

Kamabhl, the Australian singing super-
star and holder of 76 gold and 14
platinum records during the course of
his illustrious international career,
will return to Carnegie Hall in New
York for a special singing engagement
on November 29.

Sponsors of the concert are the Sri
Lankan Tamils of -the United States.

APPEAL

Professor S. Vithiananthan, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Jaffna,
has made the following appeal to Sri
Lankans abroad.

“I wish to appeal through your col-
umns to Sri Lankans abroad for finan-
cial aid for the University of Jaffna.

““The University of Jaffna had its
beginnings in 1974 when it was founded
as a campus of the University of Sri
Lanka. It was granted autonomy in
January 1979 and is now functioning as
the University of Jaffna.

“There are three Faculties in the

University of Jaffna — the Faculties of -

Arts, Science and Medicine. The first
batch of medical students graduated
this year. The University Grants Com-
mission has approved in principle the
establishment of a Faculty of Agricul-
ture. We have also pressed for the
establishment of a Faculty of En-
gineering and disciplines like Dentis-
try, Veterinary Science and Law.
Foreign funding is required for capital

Vice-Chancellor Vithiananthan
expenditure for these Faculties. The
Government has allocated 250 acres of
land in Kilinochchi for the ‘establish-
ment of the Agriculture and Engineer-
ing Faculties.

“The University of Jaffna welcomes
donations from Sri Lankans abroad for
equipment, books and publications and
also for various projects undertaken
by the existing Faculties.”

FROM PAGE 11

A worker in the shoe industry, Than-
gathurai and his brother had been
previously employed at a shoe factory
in Malwatte Road, Colombo. During
the July 1983 pogrom his house had
been ravaged by Sinhala mobs and
they returned to Jaffna as refugees
lucky to escape alive. They then work-
ed in a shop owned by their father at
the Point Pedro town centre. This was
recently set on fire by the troops,
making them redundant.

The missile attack that had killed
beautiful Kalavathy, four months pre-
gnant, had shaved the hood off a 70
foot tall palmyrah palm and also made
gaping holes in their hut. A few weeks
earlier another missile attack had
been fired by the security forces from
the sea, barely 2! miles away.

The Government Agent, Jaffna, has
brought this incident to the notice of
the Commanding Officer of the North-
ern detachment, the Minister of Inter-
nal Security and the Secretary, Minis-
try of Defence. Meanwhile, the Jaffna
Citizens’ Committee visited Karana-
vai today to inquire into the incident.

SEPTEMBER 17, 1984

Public life in the districts of Jaffna,
Killinochi and Batticaloa came to a
standstill today as people observed a
day of hartal (stoppage of work) to
protest against mounting atrocities
committed by security forces against
innocent Tamil civilians and to ex-
press solidarity with schoolboys who
have decided to extend their week-long

and successful boycott of classes into a
{ull second week.

B

Nearly a thousand pensioners, includ-
ing men and women, and the old and
the infirm converged on the Jaffna
Esplanade from twilight hours to col-
lect their pensions. They came from
all parts of the Jaffna district, some
sickly persens paying as much as
Rs.100-150 as car hire to collect their
meagre pensions of around Rs.500
(£16). They had to stand in the blazing
sun for as long as six hours to collect
their payments; several people fainted
in the process.

SEPTEMBER 18, 1984

Four fishermen from Maareesan
Koodal, Pandatherruppu, have com-
plained to their local fisheries exten-
sion services society that they were
mercilessly assaulted by Sri Lanka
Navy personnel while out fishing and
that the outboard motors attached to
their two fishing boats were removed
by the Navy and thrown into the sea.
They had suffered extensive injuries
and had only managed to reach the
shore alive after a big struggle.

wOw W

The Jaffna Citizens’ Committee has
lodged a strong protest with the Presi-
dent of Sri Lanka in a telegram in
which it refers to ‘the extensive shell-
ing from the sea by Sri Lankan Navy
men of Jaffna coastline, in particular
on 15.9.84, from 8pm to midnight, caus-
ing the death of a pregnant lady,
injuring several others and causing
extensive damage to property and

places of worship, including St. Tho-
mas Church, Point Pedro.

BN

Sri Lanka troops from the Mankulam
camp.today hijacked a private coach
travelling from Colombo to Jaffna
with 17 passengers, including a woman
from just outside the camp 13 miles out
towards Mullaitivu. The passengers
expected another massacre. But hav-
ing dropped some of their members
the others came back to Mankulam
and allowed the coach to proceed to
Jaffna.

SEPTEMBER 20, 1984

Another citizens’ committee has been
inaugurated at Karaveddy in the Jaff-
na District.

SEPTEMBER 23, 1984

Sri Lankan Navy personnel resumed
the shelling from the sea of the Jaffna
coastal belt at 7pm last night at
Mathagal, resulting in hundreds of
civilians fleeing inland for safety,
abandoning their homes. Several peo-
ple have taken refuge at the Mathagal
Nunassai Murugamoorthy temple.

CLASSIFIED

Mother seeks a Jaffna Hindu bride
below 32 years for a post-graduate
engineering student in UK, prefer-
ably with Mars in the Seventh
House, Box No.M10, c/o Tamil
Times.

Mother seeks Jaffna Hindu groom
above 36, for charming Singaroean
teacher daughter. Details: Toa
Paych North, P.O. Box 708, Singa-
pore 9131.




'OCTOBER 1984

[ ANTHONY R MORGAN AND ASSOCIATES
P. SRINIVASAN

(Sole Proprietor)

TO HELP YOU WITH
MOTOR INSURANCE

Competitive Rates, Easy Terms. Short Term Policy, immediate cover from Lioyd's
and 8IA Companies (St Lanka No Claim Bonus accepted).

HOUSEHOLD INSURANCE

Immediate cover from leading Insurance Company, "New for Cld”. “Index-Linked"
"Accidental Damage Cover’, “Deep Freerer Cover” All Risk on Personal Belongings,
Jewellery Cover. Free Advice on All insurance mcluding claim ploredure

HOLIDAY/TRAVEL INSURANCE

Immediate Worldwide Cover {Including USA Medical Cover).

WE SPECIALISE IN MOTOR
AND HOME CONTENTS INSURANCE

Our name is your guarantee for prompt and
efficient service
We put you in touch with the world
e Sri Lanka e Australia
¢ Europe o Singapore ® USA ..
e India ¢ Mauritius

IMMEDIATE COVER ON
TELEPHONE INSTRUCTIONS

ALL BUSINESS TRANSACTED
BY POST
SCHEME FOR EASY
PAYMENTS AVAILABLE

i Contact:
i FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
‘ PLEASE RING P. SRINIVASAN RITA SANDRASAGARA
. 01-678 1952 3 (office) 01-656 0396 (home) 5 CA VE/VD/SH AVE
ARM ANTHONY R. MORGAN AND ASSOCIATES LONDOCN N3 30P
; 1524 London Road, London SW16 4EU
i AGENTS FbR LAMBETH BUILDING SOCIETY Te/ O 7-346 5044
A ) $e Mbs e M ML ME AP MG e ME MG A M M
Sl He I e S L e S e
J*; 61?19.(8 2 6V eﬂ Capmidl HH@G HSv B MIMGTID ;‘A‘é
EURO TAMIL VIDEO 03
5!?_ . a"‘
wn- .
5% 22, LANSDOWNE GROVE, NEASDEN, LONDON NW IO TEL.: 01-450 1036 sk
A Nee
3 BRITAINS FASTEST GROWING ESTABLISHMENT IN ;.:;;
£
PO
b HIRING AND SELLING VIDEO FILMS 2.“::
W q
Z{'Z % TAMIL, HINDI, ENGLISH & # ORIGINAL VIDEO FILMS ;:b:
E‘I,':':é MALAYALAM FILMS ARE ARE AVAILABLE FOR SALE
10
:%E AVAILABLE FOR HOME/OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS 7
Zis SALE IN VHS /BETAMAX e
R S
> e
Zi% 3!’2
S, £
w a®
S %
e %yé
e . N2
Sy v S
KA g
?;;f ' i z'r
W . . ]
w * ot et Hewruled uri gl yeuswmLbs dAeafior UL Bisdar %,E
% ueurpg afigCur Cuiyseflar apeob ofliyCBw urisy wlprast A
‘I)g * ermuaefiiib 700-4@ Cueorer gBlp UL ris6T 6f i Gwmr Gruysefied e
sy alpuZaé@h aurLmssgbd el sEh o
S %
e VIDEO FILMS AVAILABLE FOR OUTER LONDON VIEWERS PLEASE CALL US FOR DETALLS e
M 62, ELTHORNE AVENUE OUR BRANCHES ARE 96, GIFFIN STREET g\l";g
& HANWELL, LONDON W7 DEPTFORD, LONDON SES 3¢
%!;'\é TEL: D1-579 3103 TEL: O01-691 1328 ;\l:’é
S &,
z‘:\i “o maear g &6 &maer"” S
R 3
s fe ML ML AV A AV A A, AV Ul AV, A% AL A AV A AV A AL AV A Y, :\%:‘yﬁ




22 1AMIL TIMES

OCTOBER 1984

BHARATHA NATYA
'ARANGETRAM

Chevanthy. 16-vear-olc daughter of the
iate Dr N. Kandasamy and Mrs Kan-
dasamy and grand-daughter of Mr
K.C. Praesoody of Tooting. London
SW17. gave a scintillating Bharatha
Natyva performance on 29th September
1984. at Merton Civic hall. Wimbledon,
on the occasion of her Arangetram. Mr
Tony Bastable, the well-known writer
and TV producer. and Mrs Bastable
were the chief guests.

Chevanthy was accompanied by a
live orchestra from the Jaffna Kalai
Manram directed by Mr Ram Cumar-
asamy with Mrs Thiru Yoganantham
and Miss Rathika Perinpanayagam
(nattuvangam), Mrs Sathiabama Ra-
jalingam and Mrs Jana Rajmohan
(vocal), Mrs Rudrani Balakrishnan
(violin), Mr A.S. Ramanathan (mridan-
gam) and Mr M. Yogeswaran (flute).

There can be no better description of
the performance than the speech made
by Mr Bastable on this occasion. His
speech appears below:

There is a story about an elephant
and a mouse. They met together at the
edge of the forest. The mouse looked at
the elephant and said: ‘Why are you so
large?’. The elephant replied: ‘My
son, all my people have always been
large. Largeness is an integral part of
being .an elephant. For thousands of
years we have developed a culture

based on largeness. It would be im- -

possible to imagine any of us as other
than large. It’s very difficult to explain
but if you're really interested I can
arrange some evening classes for you.’
But, said the elephant, changing the
subject, why are you so small? ‘It’s
nothing,’ said the mouse, ‘I haven’t
been very well recently.’

Now the point of the tale is this. This
evening, I feel just like the mouse, a

) tij % et -
Chief guests Tony Bastable and his wife
with Chevanthy

very .small creature attempting to
come to terms with a giant and hugely
complicated art form with historical
roots that stretch back to the time
when we in Britain were probably still
messing about with flint axeheads. I
ask you to accept my thanks therefore
for the honour of acting as your
spokesman tonight, but also I crave
your pardon in advance if I fail in the
task. After all, you all have 3,000 years
of experience in this sort of thing. I, as
it were, have only just started going to
the evening classes.’

Quite remarkable

It is to me quite remarkable to
consider the implications of what we
have seen here this evening. Let us for
a moment set aside our appreciation of
the quality of the performance — we
will return to this in a moment — and
consider that there really must be
something in an art form which cannot
only last for more than 2,000 years, but
actually flourish and grow during that
time, and can then stand the shock of
being transported 7,000 miles from its
home into another quite different land.

That it can do so indicates its essen-

tial integrity; that it can do so. so well
is a true reflection of its essential
elegance — but more important than
all this — that anyone would want to dq
so is surely a sign of that rarest and
most desirable human gquality — thd
quality of true civilisation. The whole
Tamil nation must surely be congratu]
lated for providing we mice here in the
West with an object lesson in what
culture and pride in achievement are
really all about. ‘

. A few words

It would be explicable — but only
just — if we could say in truth that
what we have seen has been a wholly
imported exhibition. But if you will
permit me a few words about our
dancer you will surely agree that the
triumph we have witnessed on thig
stage tonight transcends even that;
Chevanthy was not born in Jaffna. She
was born in Portsmouth. She did not
spend four years in Colombo — she
spent four years in Canada. She did not
undertake her ardous years of training
and practice in South India — but in
South West London. And although she
is very conscious indeed of her late and
distinguished father’s wish that one
day she should perform an aranget-
ram, her duty to that wish is only a
small part of her desire to perform for
us. Chevanthy has embraced the disci-
plines of the Barathanatyam for love
of the dance form itself, for pride in
her cultural heritage, and like so much
which is typical of the Tamil people —
for simple joy! ‘

It is these qualities which have en-
abled her to present us tonight a per-
formance of rare eloquence. We have
witnessed the birds fluttering from her
hands — the flowers magically grow-

" ing from her fingertips. We have seen

happiness and sadness. We have beeﬁ
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moved by the sadness, felt a frisson of
fear and been uplifted by the infinite
subtleties of mime and movement,.
One can well imagine the years of
agonising practice, the depth of de-
dication and understanding and the
degree of perseverance required for
any artiste to achieve such excellence,
to have done so on one’s own land
would have been impressive. To have
done so against a background of a
totally different culture has turned a
success story into a triumph. This
young lady has not merely done great
credit to her cultural heritage. She has
added to that heritage and further
ensured its survival.

In this, of course, she has been
helped. Such intricacy must be taught
and thus there must be a teacher.
Chevanthy’s guru Rathika is an excep-

tional dancer in her own right — I may---.

say that even though I have not had the
privilege of watching her dance. And
yet, and yet perhaps I have — for
surely what we have seen this evening
is an example of enthusiasm and
motivation from mistress to student!
Rathika must be congratulated for this
evening — for it is her triumph too.

And none of this triumph could possi-
ble have occurred without the musie,
The musical ensemble, who have
travelled halfway across the globe to

Play for us this evening, has truly
complemented the grace and rythmn
of the dance. This music, to my unedu-
cated Western ear, is so very complex
that one hesitates in attempting to
make even a compliment about its
performance for fear of committing
the crime of understatement but I am
bound to congratulate the musicians
on all our behalfs for their delicate and
apposite interpretation of lyric and
rythmn.

So very lucky

You are all so very lucky. You are
representatives of an ancient and
proud people. You have a language
which is perhaps the oldest spoken
tongue in the world. You have art
forms of immeasurable complexity. In
a troubled world you stand as a beacon
of hope and fairness to us all. To have
been asked here this evening is in itself
an honour. To have been asked to
speak is a distinction of which I am
wholly unworthy. You have so much to
teach us here in the West. I have learnt
much this eveni .g and I am humbled
by the experience. Perhaps the mouse
is beginning — just a little to under-
stand why the elephant is so large. Itis
so large because it has such a big —
and gentle heart,

KOKUVIL HINDU COLLEGE
OLD STUDENTS

GET-TOGETHER

On Sunday September 2, 1984, there
was a get-together of the old students
of Kokuvil Hindu College resident in
the UK, at the YMCA Hall in Dingwall
Road, Croydon. ‘

The chief guest of the occasion was °
Mr C.K. Kanthaswami, former prin-
cipal of the College, who had been
associated with the institution for over
30 years. It was a happy coincidence
that Mr E. Sabalingam who was one
time vice-principal of the College was
also in England and was able to attend
the function as a guest of honour.

The presence of the two revered old
teachers gave the occasion a special
flavour. On behalf of those present, Mr
S. Kanagasunderam requested the
chief guest to address the gathering. :
Mr Kanthaswami reminded those pre-
sent that this happy event was taking
place in the 75th year of the life of the
institution and said that he earnestly
hoped that this occasion would serve
as a forerunner for the old students
resident in the UK to organise them-
selves as a branch of the Alumni
Association. Such a hody functioning
actively, he said, could play a vital
role in furthering the development of
their alma mater.
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