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DIPFTHIESH HI6l D60 &H61 160
QBTN YL FHHMBEG  HEMELEMLDG
gieud (Leadership) omwbslhssHsd s
SIUAWDTGD . TOLU STV 5160
RS HM6VM DG SHi6YLD QIFeLTM M
Bspa|seieamed CoHreamiug. SisTealsl,
auelsmio, &menio (Strength and ability)
BAmaIBul DIHET SLTOL SIQUILIENL WLITGLD.
BTL DL  SIOVGH FUPSHMS HLOHI
SL_BLUTLIQBE6T eSS HEHGD BB
OaTewiLalTEB6m  HEmevenLod GHioud e SH
Q&BTamI Qb HOT. FepHl HM
alfleurd &ld OCaTaiLensd UGS S
HEMEMIOHEIRIPLD eUeTTHSI S FATL 1D
GGIB  Blemevd @& 2 WIS SULULLGI.
(pBEFTTHS MNSHHHE0 CIEBIILGHSILICL
L FHBHIDBHHMEVENLD DI FTTHISSHHIBE
o WIGHT L Heme,  ieMdHHSI.

Guwm amplw L et eor 6wl Ul 69
@.mrsjsmaaanm Dl HTef & Bl mELTg
FHHATD SADLHS ST605 S BH 5!
wHHNFmU YL & HMEVMIDS Hl6
(mBOW RMmHSI eubSHSI. eTe0, 1978
oD B U HEG abs |obslw
Cralws &L guflert DI (pemBenul
wmBell G BopGaBpl H&MD Wbs
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EMTHUSNSHIO L Fl&HHmevenLod il
(pemmenwl  Clememi®  euba 6T, 197241D
SLewB  Wrlifled Uev  LDTBMHIGM6NTS
Oamemi® b H 1978910 o601 (B
“@evmhiend MeHTWES GFTFelF Glouigs”
aeiim  wWrisnu wIBBlwuser  cpeod
GEHIHTHTH  OHTLH BTG Hleval
albdH Gletervl leflerdLiT (emmpuled LommBmBLD
GUULL&G. USHSTeE Cememi® suliul L
@b s wrlifler  apeow  BHIL 19 el
BTaITEHSHImBEEG UTBILUTSSLILL L
METHILUSH FH6L HMBSH G HLOGI
Gevarsmall NBwrds@w &&5)
W|GIT6NTOIITHE  HTeRILILIBESIGIBTT.

Lot aor oot

Wfgsreilw  Gersrdl 1oleflerdL T
wempufleomer wHHMFU L &
wempufllener Gevm ensullar Fups
CurmemTaHTy el WRISEHSGL CLTHESS
LBB& @i @eomens Gumrem
AP MBI 2 0% BIGHEHHEG LW
QUTUIHS BITOUTEH (LoeBOILITEIB Sisudlub
oTal M FaBULL L&G. 2 [BIgIulmer
DITFMRIBIPD, BITUTH(PLD  BR60mIENS,
aRMCHTHGW  Lev DJSFUIeD, &Pk,
QurmenTsIL LIpFFensNdEnhdE SHTauTd



S 6D LD U LD 61 601 13 HHSH S
(psiiemelSSELLL L&l 19661b )61
Q&FLDLIT LOTHID Eevmisnasuied Henl GILmm
allehGhTe0l  (PATCOTBBEF  FWI b & 56t
QIBLIHS STHTLIgEd 2 snFummmiu
el arrel oeamslugd Gy o
Ogwerr & Herm BT UTHS Hiew D
FLLS BImpuled QGHE 6oHMe
Qeuiwiu@w. 916 & G ouemen
FLLSHImBuUlled GumbuTesenioulled
SRIBULD STTULGSIBH. DIGEILIY BTLD
fligareiwr wiriilensor LeLmmiaslsnCummip.
Lgmeirerd, oiGloMsasr Gumsims BrBEsaMe0
BBSGW FIUTESHOB 2 DS
AMUBSHTEHD Sienel FLL HHlenmuileor
Ly OeumIILEEHGHE 2 L LILTIDEID
CFWLBLGEEBEL 6TIDLIBUTEIS LIsvsh%
L& Aensssnst  s1TBHIGB@GID  APSIBITLD
2 6086 BIBHHEHEEG RHICUTEB (enBGul
SIeFLIOTeNg  6Ta0ieh & (HHIB 6T Cmesr
steordh @MU L. 19709d  oL6m1 ([
W& &Il (Lp6eT aoTenl] DI FTEI b & &IT60
MG SUUL L SFFlwed Sl L
Si0FbIeflufled 1971 egremevuied Bsg. .
Oweithgseam 1168yNes  NGyreameantulsd
AHeMmBU  HHSHIS SHTWILILL L G
1975910 SLewiB B UMM mé &l
CrAwssl & ImLTbHSH DETHIL 196D
2 MG W6 BT QIT&H S 60 &H
IBUGS BIUSBSTN  ATFIWBSHIL L &
S SUINCTTement  FomtilésliuL (G
sl gluflelr  QUITHIFFLWTED M BI&H
OCamareriLl L oi8x8ausmen, 19779110
B CUTHIHCHTHeIBHTE e asll
CxraIwa &L & ufer Gapi &6v
alleh@hTUGH FHleD @AFHI CaFTd sl (G
waésafllLd  oig@ingl Caryriul Lg.
suauensulled, 1977910 WIE 2376060
WTHHH0 B GUBB CUTHIGEHTH60
DB BULIQUITET ST 601l & 6m 61U GILIT B
usalE® albs méaw CarAwbsl g
1978410 syemih GLrizeufullsd @yewr_mib
Glouwys WTlisnLl SSIILPSLILIBSHHULIGIL 6T,

s (P& SW GeterlurTLraEw
sBeuTms L BlapCamm oifsryn
OamemiL  ROTHILUS]  (LPenBUILLD
SIPPSILBS SIS

QEOTHLS  (1PMB LGS LIS,
ereu@mid STTewBIGeT  FamriLL L 6.
SIENEULITEUET

1. QaMSHUg  msSshbaiur L
SHEMEVAUTTEBD BTG ILIBENHETTED
GlLD  pFfenenssr  gBUBLD
STOLULGHUTD  SlenalbensrT
STHHIMNLIIFD  LOBaILD
DNFBLOTE  DIF BT RIBN6T S
QETemi®  CFWLIBLL SHomguIsTTaS
@@L

2, GShHHHBE LIBLLL &mrevLs
UGHUTD  SIenDaSLILIL L
I FIHIGMRIGET CHT @(h
auenasUlsd erodITomm  Blemsouled
BIEWILILILL 6. i) Bsvmlendbu e
SN GHHEG  HeoLWTEH
SIMDHSHS!.

3 Bevmind  odseflar  GLHLD
LITeOTemLOU 6N TTed  esmmmasligs)
O5fley  GEuILGesammsd
Geuewrigus  Fowimisefed &L
(WPTETLITBBETHBE DILITED MHebisI
BLEMOWTHBH (PIgU|iD. sJGleeien,
L6y BodH6ll UMD [HITL 196D
o0 &WwalanlLBmpba w6
LOGVLEVTE! LT HSHTHWLTHID
agImall Gupp Gsfle)
CFWILICILIC QR ILITT.

4, QAMHLL gl DIHBM &
MBUD  DIHSHTOMGHUID ClLim
QUBHEITED DITFMEISE  OBTEITENS
HMENT 2 (HAUTHGISBID  [HeDL
PBULGSHSHIUEID  SIeN([HbBGHF
FTSHBLILDTETSHTGLD.
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WIS GGy

o _mieny 30, M AMWG
smeold USHeT aIGULSBOGE e iLg
0&&6MTe0. BHTHOHBHSLILIBEUTT 616Dl
GULIIGEBH. 30 aumSH DML HS
38(2) @i Bl usalwsBBlLLTS Lifle)
89, 91 @& B GHBBHHEWIL 606 GILIMBTSH
@mal mamAusure CaThosbGHS
SHGHWEHL U BLFTEUTT. BB HLeeNbE
Bwed @maIT WEITHUSWTSE LGHal
agtums @QuUfley SHB& & BHI.
oamaug BsisHed uBplul gBUTGSMmeT
o _miyemy 94 Gseaflleursd @&laiBoHI.
88 6sTH @LbOumsla BCuTSH,
@eomend (PG D @m CsHiHeo
TGS WTEES &HHUUBL. B6G
Gaul umeni el L B BT Hedled
BGum_iguiBeunirasnnuiled eUTHSTENT @
amdme WL Gw HNylwnals seomw.
GauL umenm cpaugruilel RBHAUGS G
QUM & &6 & Hl K OBTHa®S &
el priflento eurdaeiebaeond. Geul Limenir
apelhe @ GBULLI @HGHS G
UTg Gefld & SIewi Lmw  epel B
af) (L1 L) 60 LD ] LD 6U LM HEOMLD .
SiMEBSIULL  HEGHWT  auTdhGH6sd
50 gselensHSmE BGed GBI LT
601 MOITH LS WIS
CaihOHBHSILILLeuYTe:  HHSLILIGEUTT.
@ el afl &1 & S| 611 61 6) @ (H6U (H LD
QUEBTHAIL GG FnlQUIeNe) 6N ESHEM6TLI
Qubp WwHedm Ceulumeniissit Hellibs
wienpuwl Geut_Lreniae GUTLIQuled(hibdi
aflevs sliul @ eimdsrent Gumm
QUM & @& & 611 60 W& Hermae &L
elmlLfeno aurd@ ieMasUILLIQMHbSTED
21F ST QUBB euTdhHTE HemibslLT [
SmigUiene) eITd GoHementl Glumme
gamBugsurs  CHihHolHHEHSILIGTT.
Bgieuen) Beonensulsd Bl b EemTaLIg
Cxipavsafled aflGUyflemw anrd@

sewfld sLIuLTBBW  MerT&HILg &l
CaHTOHBSHSUILILLMTH6IT.

ST &l uweoem oL L6y
ApSIBIaIG! WTHLFFTHHSHSID LaTHLIS
Boiralled Guwsd &lev el wmisamen
Glen e S Hidb QBT LS. DSTaUSH,
o miiyeny 31(3) | 2 Lei JBHH 3A
eleoi}  UbHE CeTdslulL S  peold
amHus GHTLTID LB gBuTGaein
@& HSLILIL_(BET6T6.  DienauUITel6T,

15 WP & 60 (P6e» M MM &L &H)
usaléE@sH BCHTOSHBSSILLL  @meNt
HI0g UHNBBTVSHHD 4 DLEIGHM6IT
Beome| GFus el BB @® (LB
ugsel audlusBET BCHTH @6itenm
BLGSIOTE BCHTHL S enemiuiTenen]d
Bamyevmib.

2 B8 6xHTHed BHLGUDIPET
oAU BBHHTEL 6lchdll HTILGSH
o _miieny 40860 udHeSH GaFutLBGEHeL
GouewiBLD. SiFTeugH!, BpliewLl 2 L BHS!
UyswwhSN  SCuUTgILieny g pid
Qamerensomd. yswwheSMN g misb
QasnenenTHellSHg& FUTHIWST BB
Gameneneomd. LNewei @®G WIS
BT6VSH H\B &6 LITFTEHLOT 1S H6d
QuImsSLTe @meusny Cofle) Gauig
s16hAWI HTOLLILGE (WpaBID LGeiuled
B & &6OMLD.

3 ChHTHed (WPYeyBmI 6UTd G H6N
sreenll  (pigeyde  GeuefluiiL LG e
paTHugd Ceulureni @mH HMT6O
OBMLTHH 6undGHeT eremienliul (G
Buheaty BHTHOSHGHEBILLIQHHST
yaw BCxiteHed BLSHHLLIL CauemiBLD.

4. B5H8HTHM BHTHOSHBHBUILILL
RATHug usell GBUSBEG P
@phared yHW BCHiHed BLSSHUIUL
Gouemr(BHLD.
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BT @ 6w BHM6N  Blenmey
OFuis amalug Wi @wm (e
ugell  EILSBEG  BHTH0 BBEW
BB6% JHUIG  SITW. RATHTWE
(PN B & & 6o @ (B FUTDTS
OlesMeTeNLILIBEDBEL. FTHBLOTEN SiFisd
GBI LWSTLGSSH  BsiTgemev
&b OeuBBlsGAusTEEn SbaGrTUTWID
o160 BenHd  CIBTEITeN  (LpIgQULD.

MWONTHLISUTRT DI BN RIS

QTHLULS  FLL, BleopCeaubm
bHEBHMB  FTihSH  NSHBTIEIGMETE
Ol TewTIBaiTeni:

BonBCMBBI DIFB BIFHIGNT

QIWLID  GlQwirs wrLifed
Llsdisu(bLD - GBLUTBS6TT cpatd e &LssE,
BlenBCB B  DIBBNTHIGST  QIpEIGL

‘UL Beene. 2 _miiyeny 33 @eiulg
@b swrilemmew iy Hluse
&L LBl & 61T ey LD D16 & S LL L
DS BITHIBM6NT - eenaslugs)  LgCuimals
SOMD. @b&  gHRUTG  HeTLoGIU|L 66T
CFUBLL  RMMAUSEGS HHSIUSHMSEH
OBTRES IS BBl (PHEVID  GIQUITS:

| @ETSILGlnUILD  @FBILID  GIQUITE

RarrHluglemwww Carmu® s Hiw

QUTFHIDNEHAD ©_6lTeN . o miijeny 33

QeI UTFTEHLOGTBS Hlail @6l Gaumi

G LEHOHTLT SIDLUSGSID — SFFThis

Oametenss smpmenp  (Statement of Gov-

ernment Policy) OeusrlufL eyib
wryeulf Gmémasensdd (Cerémonial

Siting) Hemevenid  HIEIGAID  (LPIQUILD.

anmHug ysLegdsr  (Proclama-
tion) . epeoL  LTFNEHIE B 6m & &

BV BV, S uUlleID: B &S & Hiauld

L) 60t 6 (5 LD SL GULTHSEHS &

UL STGLD.
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1. QurgisBsireeder e (LPSHEVTEUG|
UMITEBLOGIBE Fal L SOSTLT Fal LI (G
M  QUGLID  (PYEDL IFBE (L6
BHMN6E0H b wruwrgl, R®mb B
RQBSMVL  LUGHEBG6T  LIMITEHLOGIBLD
HLOMID& &m0 S HIMBLTH @
ST IOT 60 & 60 & 516 3 6 6u 3 1) 607 T 60
H6M60&EH6E0MLD.

2. 2 M Len] 38(2) Q61 &1
&B B LACYT 7 e evor (Impeachment
Petition)ungrepswer B & &7 ar
BEFFHHmefed CaTaSLILLIHHSHTE0
BMVSS(PRUITE. uleid 2/3 QL
Ueitemiouaommed i @mmrCyysnemienu
BloBCapss seamlarmed, 2 §5
BHIDGIBLD GBBULSTE) BmieuiL
& 60 6m 60 oTand &t LI Lol & &med
LITJT@BLOGINBHNHH  HeDEVGHHEOMLD.

3. UTITEDBOIBHMSHE  HmevdsELb
dgsLaiggled  (Proclamation) apeirg
LISSHBGU  NEsrs Hslw
LITIJ IT (65 LD 63T (3 LD Fal_ LU Geuemrigui
BT (6THLD &M & g1& SITL L UL 6D
GousmiBLD.

4. UM TEHLOGIMID SHemevdaLILIT 19 (hd
Sletiy CHISHS6D DTS SieuFTHETED
BeweolnilisL ahbmsd  CFuismed SN
IBp  omssleEG ChTbsSHBETS
eIl b6l SiflaflsSHeVIL 6T LTFTE
6 B&H W& & Fal Leomd . Qb &
SJBLITB & 61feor CLPEVLD SEITEILIEH
UTITEBLOGIBSSl6 1% Hlogl sSellyiome
SLEUUTESEmT  QFesHs  (PIQ&RIBSI.
SWHG  lBUULD  Ee060TH  FLL BISM6IT
BlBCBBINS0  BBHHID LTHTEH
ABHDS HBHS  (PYSEBSH. B
3y L usn L uwfled BTL ML &G
CIBEAILILIBSSEIEE DIIITEL LITITEHLOSTIBLD
OraipellLns 666 68 56 6515



o _6lleNgl. WML 6IHT LMITEHLOGITBLD
Simwid  CuTEH  WeITFHILS & @6 6r
UTITEBLOSIBHNS HENEVSGLD  HESINID
Bal6umd F6&HWTe  QFwBLLS
SHEBHTH 2 _6l6NGH. BbH BUTL LT
UTITEBLOSTBSHIMBGD  SR60Td5LIg5) 6 @1D
BB OmFfluimer GoTsHsd gBLIGLD.
SIGIOLBos, TS B TLS
SAFFIWed S LedwwUdUWLW B &
HBTHEHD  Fn(BLD.

UTJT@HIDIIBHBTGD 26T LIS
1551 QFUILIDHHHBD B (HUILIT(HBET

UTTTEBLOGTBLD  §2601T 8511185 emw
&L HULGSHHHHED BLTHRS6T @i INeied
STL UL B 6 6 6. DT HL &)
BoBCBBISHSHHISHMS  (WemBulsin
HyBuina)s @&wBumgl  LTyTEnLo6BLD
QATHUS MW LGHeWISBBeOTD. o6
2 _L60 [Hlemeouited BIhSILons ClFweonibm
(uitgl el LTed, W eBUTHEm6T
WBlueitentir, emasuyl L 60, SEAGTIIIBLDEY,
FLLSHML HalllbslulL  @upssd
GOBUTHEOL WENT &I HITJ6Ew0IE S
6MMeDITed LIMITEMBLOGT © I T60T sTauyTaug)
FUTHTWSBSHG  (peEufuilB o Forg
ABHHBEG ABBIILGSHSES Bamyevid.
QUTSHSLLTTTEBLOSB 2 ML N6iT 6 EmsiT
50% sdeiit L B> MBFFTHAN 19MmHHSTE
FUTHTWSS I Bl& 1) & 818 &6 ed
uiGyyememienuws  (Impeachment proce-
dure) CFTBHBEOTIOT  6TETLINS  Hebl
w UL 6T SromefliiumT. 2/3 urymEbLoss
2 _pieiTael  n&FFTHSI 19HHSTE0
FUTBTWST BItlien Behsdfdsaraiso
Coigeed  GouewiBd. @UINCTyenemTenULI
UMIT@EBLOGIIBLD  2/3  OLUIHLDLITEIenLOWITED
BlenpGaumplenmed FUTHTWST o F&
BIOTBSHBES UBBILGHS  SiHeh
Splsmemwd  CaTyCaamiGL. o F&
BAHOHBEHD GPSS GBBLUILICTTememT
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aflgThe g Gurg W T H U H)

STaTECoir, sHarg oupsd &ehi
WoOLTHECaT aFli ounsg & ener
(LPEITEm U HEVITID.

2 _FFBHIOMIMBID TS 155
FTLLOUCL GBpd Bapibsll L afsvensy
steng  Hiuueflgdsred @i Cyyen et
OFweuBmIBL. GHBBID BepLIbasrin L msd
SIG  UTITEHOGIBSHH0 eawiG  2/3
CUGLUTEELOWTS  BenBGaIBBLILIEGSHE
GouewiBLo. @bHemevullsy epemTAILS L6
CleuBMiLoT@ L. Bpemmenuwt Guigrdfuir
6.C.allebgenr  cpaiBBEH S BEDL (LPenM
(Three tire procedure) 61 601 &
6ruNGs @ Bri. @& &L LU
QupioTendhemnd  GHrdAeey,

1. QUUTITEBLeTB 2 mitiflerT
SE PO  (WP&HIWTE  euTdB6ILIG6
apeO(pLD  WemFluglenw  ubelluisnin
plpuIng|.

2. BHI0a B  &BBLU UG 6y
BIGLG BLUL GeTeng 661 &g
AW S MBMUW M & Wi 6r) & & 6v i ]
LTI TEBLOSIBLD gRenmglLglenwt LGeluishn
puiTgl.

3. UMTTTEBLO6IBLD  61&5IT  egemmmasligh)
wre  siewwuw  Gurgl  Geleurmrer
UPOTL L ewBeYsbE&  FhHSILILD  6TIPeVTLD.
puigid  Reiimisiien  ef@srangi 1ya)
BHSHSIe (PpewB 2/3 GUEHDLITET enLmUL
HeluTel &LHEG SeNbEGT  sleiLg)
#6655 6.
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Education in the conflict areas in Sri Lanka

1.0  Background

Sri Lanka is one of the few coun-
tries in Asia with a literacy rate of 95%
and health indicators place her at the
level of a developed country. This was
possible only by the educational changes
that were introduced in the 1940s. A com-
prehensive programme of free education
and compulsory schooling from age 5-14
were introduced in 1945. Now, Sri Lanka
is at another turning point that is to meet
the global market and at the same time
30% of her territory and 15% of her popu-
~ lation have been devastated by an inter-
nal war that was started in 1983.

Upto early 1970s minority Tamils
were making protests over various issues
using ahimsa  methods. Non violent
methods such as Satiyagraha and proces-
sions were adopted as the ways of protest
over some issues- Sinhala only Act of
1956, Bandaranayake — Chelvanayagam
pact of July 1957 ,Siri riots of April 1958,
minimum demands of federal party of
March 1960, Dudley Senanayake —
Chelvanayagam agreement of March
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1965, Republican constitution of May
1972 and standardization of University
Admission in 1972. Because of the non-
violent methods adopted as protest, there
was not much of a disturbance to educa-
tion and schools system. If there was dis-
turbance to schools that was only a few
days closure of schools. Vaddukoddai
resolution of 1976, which had a concept
of a separate state was a vital turning
point in the history of the ethnic problem
in Sri Lanka. With the black July distur-
bances in 1983 the civil war started and
severely affected all the sections includ-
ing industry, agriculture and educa-
tion.’

The impact of the internal war is
immeasurable on the country as a whole.
The cost of war in Sri Lanka encompasses
all the losses related to economic, human,
socio- political and moral losses. The
economic cost includes the cost of financ-
ing the war, the value of physical assets
damaged and destroyed in the North -
East and other parts of the country. Due
to the war, the economic output and the



opportunities of growth and develop-
ment have foregone. The direct ex-
penditure incurred both by the govern-
ment and the LTTE from 1983 to 1996
was about Rs. 228 billion in 1996
prices. This is a stricking indicator of
the burden that our people of all the
communities in Sri Lanka have to bear.
The economy of the country would have
grown at a higher rate if not for the
war and the loss of gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) over the 14 year period
would be as high as Rs. 2340 billion in
1996 prices ’

Since 1970s ,ethnic conflicts and
political unrest have costed more than
eighty thousand lives in Sri Lanka *.
The human loss is invaluable and com-
prises the death and injury of militants
and civilians, the anguish of the be-
reaved widows, orphans, relations and
friends , displacement of people, home-
lessness. This loss is immeasurable and
cannot be reduced to economic values.
However, economic cost of all these
such as lives lost through death and in-
Jjury, the earning activities disrupted
through displacement, the skills of
those who have taken refuge abroad ,
the cost of maintaining the displaced
and rehabilitating them is huge. The
socio- political consequences of the
war have been deep and wide. People
lost the sense of security and the free-
dom of movement which people enjoyed
in their day to day life. An internal war
can damage the value system of the
people and the moral foundation of a
society. It fosters a culture of violence

in the whole society.

Access to lethal weapons has be-
come easy and violence intrude vari-

ous political and social institutions and
undermine democratic process. Armed
culture relaxed the control of account-
ability. It opens the way for large scale
corruption and disregard of civic rights
and obligations . On the whole all kinds
of costs of the internal war is borne by
all the communities in Sri Lanka-
Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim. The gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka and the Tamil
militant group mobilize vast financial
and human resources and throw them
into the war. ’

The actual expenditure on de-
fence under different agencies had been
on the increase from 1976. The total ex-
penditure of Ministry of Defence, Sri
Lanka Army, Sri Lanka Navy, Sri
Lanka Air Force and Police department
has been on the increase from 1976 to
1996. In 1976, the total expenditure
was Rs.0.334 billion and in 1996 it was
Rs. 39.2 billion® . From 1983 to 1996
there has been a sharp increase from
1.512 billion to 39.2 billion . The total
defence expenditure in the percentage
of GDP has been 1.1. billion in 1982
and 6 billion in 1996.”

The objective of this essay is to
focus on the school system, teaching,
learning and management of schools
in the war affected North - East Prov-
ince of Sri Lanka and to bring out cer-
tain reality in the prevailing situation.

Education in the North East

Education sector in the North
— East Province encompasses 1977
schools spread over 8 administrative
districts and 72 administrative divi-
sions. North-East is the biggest prov-
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ince in Sri Lanka as it comprises two
provinces. Of the 1977 schools 1938
are provincial schools, 32 are national
schools and seven are private schools.
Apart from these schools, there are four
TeacherTraining Colleges, three col-
leges of Education, three Affliated Uni-
versity Colleges and three Universities.
In addition, there are technical colleges
and a college of music and dance. Ac-
cess to education in the North-East
during the last 15 years is very much
disturbed due to the internal war. Lack
of security , poverty and floating na-
ture of people, particularly in the mili-
tary operation areas have distracted
parents from sending their children to
school. People feel life and security
first and everything else is next. Egq-
uity in educational opportunities is not
possible due to shortage of staff, equip-

ment and other facilities. Internal effi-
ciency in the system of education is im-
paired by shortage of staff to adminis-
ter education offices. The shortcomings
of the system have made education un-
attractive. Dropout rates and repetition
rates have been increased.?®

2.0.  Schools and impact of war

The school system in the North
Eastern Province had suffered severely
due to the consequences of the war
Many schools are closed due to the
military operations and functioning in
alternate locations. The Riverasa cam-
paign resulted in the closure of 275
schools in the Valikamam Zone in the
Jaffna district and 100,000 students
left the schools. Jayasikuru campaign
resulted in the closure of 80 schools in
the Vavuniya district’ . The following

Table No-1- Displaced and closed schools

District Displaced Temporarily Closed
Trincomalee - 11
Batticaloa 10 06
Kalmunai 06 01
Ampara - 03
Vavuniya 18 05
Kilinochi 12 05
Mannar 07 2l
Mullaitivu 11 10
Jaffna 1 02 42
Jaffna 2 28 16

TOTAL 94 141
Source : Ministry of Education Cultural Affairs & Sports — NEP - 1998
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table gives the details of closed and dis-
placed schools in the North-East Prov-
ince at present.

Most of the displaced schools in
the North and East function in tempo-
rary locations under thatched roof and
mud or sand floor. Temporary sheds
cannot last for more than 2 years and
they are open sided. Classrooms are
very crowded and children sit on the
floor. In many small schools classes are
conducted under trees. During the
rainy seasons displaced people flock
there to avoid rain. Learning atmos-
phere is not available in the schools
that are temporarily functioning in al-
ternate places. Government military
personnel had occupied schools’ for
security reasons. Those schools are
closed and are functioning in some
other schools compound managed by
its own principal. Children do their les-
son sitting on the floor or on mats do-
nated by organizations like UNICEF,

Army camps are located closer
to many schools and some schools are
Sfunctioning within the limit of army
camp areas. Students and teachers are
allowed to go to the school during
school hours . Such a situation creates
Sfear and tension for the normal func-
tioning of schools and the students and
teachers are liable to death and injury
when there is firing and shelling from
army camps and armed groups.

Infrastructure facility in the war
affected areas in North and East is far
from satisfactory . This includes road,
communication facility, health, electric-
ity, water supply etc. These are the
prime contributory factors for educa-

tional development. The negative effect
of these unsatisfactory factors has tre-
mendous effect on education. Students
learn with the help of kerosene oil lamp

which is also in very limited supply.

Further, some of the items such
as audio visual equipment, generators,
chemicals, science equipment, photo
copying machine, overhead projectors
are not available in many schools and
are not supplied for security reasons.
Lack or limited supply of these items
affect satisfactory functioning of
schools.

Sanitory conditions in many
displaced schools are not satisfactory.
Many displaced schools have no clean/
pure water for drinking purpose. Lack
of pure water creates lot of health prob-
lems. In many displaced schools stu-
dents suffer from several diseases, in-
cluding diarrhea and typhoid which are
most common. These are common prob-
lems in the refugee camps and in the
displaced schools. It has been reported
that in Vanni alone 86 schools had no
clean water to drink. Another problem
identified is lack of latrine facilities in
displaced schools. Materials for tube
well and construction of latrines in the
schools are restricted by the Ministry
of Defence.

In some schools temporary la-
trines create lot of inconvenience to stu-
dents and teachers. Displaced schools
Junction without furniture. Children sit
on the floor and study. There are no
secure place for storage and no steel
cupboards. Due to these reasons
school properties are stolen.
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One of the Deputy Directors of Edu-
cation in a Zonal Education office in the east-
ern region said in an interview.

“ Recently I have visited a dis-
placed school which is functioning in
a temporary shed. Children were sitting
on the floor and doing the work. I sat
with them for a while and talked to them

and found my trouser wet because the
floor was wet sand . But our children
sit on this type of floor all the time. Im-
agine how much of their health can be
affected” A major factor that affect
successful functioning of schools, is
shortage of buildings. The table below
shows the shortage of school building
in the North-East .

Table No-2- Shortage of Buildings

ITEM QUANTITY
Classroom 4366
Office room 746
Single unit lab. 273
Double unit lab. 103
Four unit lab. 46
Mqin lab. 793
Teachers Quarters 1280
Principals Quarters 1151
Latrine 1124
Urinals 917

Source :- Ministry of Education Sport and Cultural affairs. NEP1998.

The above table shows that there is a
servere shortage of building facilities in
the school system in the North-East

Province. This is a major factor that af-
fect successful functioning of schools.
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Table No -3 - Shortage of Furniture

ITEM QUANTITY
01.  Desks ( types A,B and C) 1,20,750
02. Chairs ( types A,B and @) o755
03.  Teachers Table 7,880
04.  Teachers chairs 8,534
05.  Black Boards 8,130
Source : Ministry of Education, Sports & Culture - NEP, 1998

These are the basic facilities provided
Jor the functioning of classroom- teach-
ing and learning. The war situation has
created such a severe shortage of fur-
niture . This is due to the displacement

and closure of schools.
Shortage of office equipment
Jacilities in the North-East are shown

in the table below .

Table No - 4 : Office Equipment

ITEM QUANTITY
01.  Photocopy machine 304
02.  Roneo machine 526
03.  Type writers ( Tamil, Sinhala, English) 1647
04.  Steel cabinet 2944
05.  Teachers Chairs 8534
Squrce : Ministry of Education, Sports & Culture - NEP, 1998
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In the present context item no.
1,2 and 3 are essential if not others for
the functioning of schools. As the peo-
ple displaced due to operation ,school
Sfurniture and equipment are stolen. Lot
of facilities of schools are lost or
burnt.!® This happened even in a Uni-
versity in the East when the University
buildings became a refugee camp in
1990 due to major army operations in
the Batticaloa district. Millions of ru-
pees worth of furniture, equipment,
computers were lost when large number
of refugees flocked to the University
buildings.'’

3.0 The impact of war on students

The ethnic conflict affected the
student population since 1983 and the
quality of learning has been disrupted to
a greater extent. Due to military opera-
tion families which is catchment of stu-
dents have been displaced to other areas.
Many of them are herded to the refugee
camps. As a result 25% of the potential
students population are not attending
schools. The following are the student
enrolment in three districts in the Vanni
in 1997.

Table No: 5- Displaced Students

District Permanent Displaced Total
Kilinochi 19761 20789 40550
Mullaitivu 22019 23822 45841
Mannar 5906 3789 9695

Source : Ministry of Education, Sports & Culture - NEP 1998

In a recent study ,13.3% of the
school children are displaced presently in
Jaffna as their homes were within the se-
curity zone or their houses have been de-
stroyed. However 85.7% of the children
had been displaced at some time and
1.3% of the children displaced more than

4 times.'?

The students who attend schools
from refugee camps cannot have a fa-
milial atmosphere in which they used
to study. Their normal behaviour and
leisure activities are thwarted. The fa-
cilities to study at homes or refugee
camps are at a very low level and con-

Sy

stantly they are under fear of harass-
ment. They are also deprived of the
supply benefits enjoyed by other stu-
dents like free text books, free uniforms
and sports facilities. They have poor
health and under nutrition or malnu-
trition making them weak and tiresome
and they have no motivation to learn.'?

Number of school children with
special needs have increased over the
years due to conflict. According to
studies only small percentage of the stu-
dents receive attention on their special
needs. The following are the numbers
of special need students (and the per-
centage) in Vanni districts. '



Table No - 6 Special need students

District No.of students Percentage
Mullaitivu 6158 U
Kilinochi 4043 10
Mannar 1154 L2
Source : Ministry of Education, Sports & Culture - NEP, 1998

Study shows, in Jaffna, 5 out
of eleven disabled children were deaf
and or dump (45%) and 35% of the
disabled had limb disability .

Where people become dis-
placed, there is usually a short period
during which there are no schools to
attend. However as people became sta-
bilised, the displaced staff start a school
in the new place and children start at-
tending the school. The school attend-
ance is however affected due to the dis-
placement. According to a study in
Jaffna district 12% of the school go-
ing children could not attend school for
more than 12 months .

An analysis of non attendance by
age group shows that the percentage of
non attendance is highest in the 15-19
years age group where 46.8 % do not at-
tend school. Poverty , helping family |
disability, sickness in the family are
some of the reasons for non attend-
ance.'’

In certain villages people carry
out lagoon fishing in the North and East
. Usually the whole family takes part in
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fishing and its sale. Because of the cur-
Jfew at night the fishing process starts
at 4 .00 a.m. and goes on till noon. As
a result most children of age 10-14
years who accompany their fathers and
other elders cannot attend school.’*

Loss of birth certificates dur-
ing displacement due to military opera-
tion is a common problem in the con-
flict areas. People had to leave their
home quite suddenly without taking any
documents and 51.5% of the parents
had lost the birth certificate of their
children during displacement and one
percent of the births were not registered
at all in Jaffna district. Nearly 50-60
births are not being registered every
year in Jaffna. When the children are
tfo be admitted to school lack of birth
certificate becomes a problem.'”

Number of young girls have
Jallen victims to rapists in the NEP and
as a result there are children without
fathers. For the mother and child, the
Jfuture is a question unless some agency
takes care of, these children are going
to face problems in society throughout
their life starting from the registration
of their life. '*



In Vavuniya district only about
50% of those students who complete
primary education proceed to second-
ary education and less than 5% of them
continue to higher education. Presently
about 95% of high school students and
many secondary school students are
dropping out of schools. Due to recent
displacement about 10,000 students
and 600 teachers live in the refugee
camps . Schools have been converted
into refugee camps. Inadequate accom-
modation of the displaced students is a
critical problem which also affects the
quality and content of education.’”’

Dropout  from school is an-
other factor that affects quality and
quantity in education. Students drop-
out from schools for various reasons.
Poverty, lack of transport facility, help-
ing family to lookafter the younger
brothers and sisters are a few reasons.
In Batticaloa more than 2000 students
are identified in some villages who are
dropped out from schools. Similar situ-
ations are observed in other districts
too. In some districts efforts are taken
by NGOO to educate dropout and non
school going children. 2°

In the North- East province, ar-
eas are identified as cleared and un-
cleared areas. Cleared areas are the ar-
eas that are controlled by government
forces and uncleard areas are those
which are not under the control of gov-
ernment forces. Certain areas are nei-
ther controlled by army nor by armed
group. Batticaloa North is an example
Jor such an area. Both army and armed
group frequently move into these areas

and there are confrontations between
them. Schools ,located in these areas
suffer grievously. In an interview with
the parents, teachers and students in a
school in this area , one teacher said.

“When children hear firing they immedi-
ately run home even, without telling the
teachers’?!

one parent said

“There was a confrontation between
army and LTTE few months back. It
lasted nearly one hour. We took our
children and went to the bushes near
by and stayed there till evening chil-
dren started to cry for want of water
and food’??

Because of these direct con-
Jrontation and attack, children are DSy-
chologically affected. Few children in
another school in this area were ob-
served. Some children have lost both
parents and they are badly in need of
motherly love. They expect the same
love from teachers and principal . It is
also observed that such children are
mentally not developed to their age. A
teacher said pointing to a particular
child in grade three

“She usedto hang on teachers hand and
sometime sit on the teacher s lap 3

The child is in want of parent’s love.

In another school in the same area
which is a Maha Vidyalaya located near
an army camp, teachers and students
were interviewed. Few weeks ago, there
was a firing from an armed group near
the primary section of the school which
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is located near the playground. Bullets
damaged few tiles of the roof and a
piece of tile fell on the head of a grade
2 child. All children and teachers fell
on the ground as they were used to this
kind of situation.

A Teacher said

“ All children cried

Amma! Amma! Kadavule
Kapparu | Kadavule
Kappatu??

( mother, mother, oh, god save
us oh, god save us)

Another child told his father
“ Are you going to kill me

by sending me to school?’

Wars and conflicts violate every
right of a child, the right to be with the
Jamily and community, the right to be
nurtured and protected, the right to de-
velop a unique personality, the right to
health, the right to education, some
times even the right to life. Approxi-
mately 90000 children in the North and

East of Sri Lanka are directly affected
by the current conflict. In addition, mil-
lions of children in the rest of the coun-
try are indirectly affected. *°

4.0 The impact of the war on
Teachers and Teaching process

Effective functioning of schools
depend on the role and functions of teach-
ers. Problems related to teachers are
unique in the war torn North and
East. Teachers are reluctant to assume the
post of teacher in conflict areas
eventhough there is a considerable un-
employment problem in Sri Lanka in cer-
tain districts in Vanni. In 1997 the
teacher shortage in Mullaitivu was
49% in Kilinochi 31% and in Mannar
45%. ?7. The following is the
districtwise teacher shortage.

Because of the severe shortage
of teachers classrooms become over
crowded which affect the quality of
teaching. While national level teacher

Table No - 7 : Teacher shortage

District No. of Teacher
Trincomalee 507
Batticaloa 1238
Kalmunai 512
Vavuniya 583
Mannar 426
Kilinochi LV
Mullaitivu 501
Jaffna 1158
TOTAL 5783

Source : Six year Primary Education Development Plan ( 1999-2004)
Ministrv of Education. Sports & Culture. NEP 1998
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pupil ratio is 1:23, it is 1:50 in Kilinochi
1:47 in Mannar and in Mullaitivu 1:49
Many teachers assume duties when
they are posted to schools in the con-
flict areas and make efforts to get a
transfer from there. As a result there is
an acute shortage of teachers in the
conflict areas.”®

Teachers who teach in schools,
located in the conflict areas, are not mo-
tivated to do their profession because
of the prevailing fear, lack of basic fa-
cilities, teacher- pupil ratios being high,
lack of reference materials and aids
and lack of supervision. The system of
education in the North East has to be
managed with the help of volunteer
teachers. For example in Kilinochi 30%
of the teachers are volunteers. In gen-
eral in Vanni areas volunteer teachers
sometimes make up over 60% of the
staff. These are more numerous in the
primary than the secondary section *°
. In Jaffna district there are 1500 vol-
unteer teachers in schools and they are
paid by the community. In Batticaloa
Trincomalee and Amparai districts also

~ the schools engage volunteer teachers .

with the help of the community sup-
port. In small schools , the Principal
with only one volunteer teacher has to
cover all teaching and management
Jfunctions in the school. If the Princi-
pal takes leave the volunteer teacher
has to do all teaching and manage-
ment functions of the school. This situ-
ation affect teaching and learning °° .

This is a common feature in ma-
Jjority of the conflict areas in NEP. For
efficient performance of teaching func-
tion, the teacher needs to spend con-

siderable hours of time in planning and
preparing his/her time in school and
home. But many schools in the con-
flict areas in the NEP use teachers to
get the clerical work done. This is
mainly because of shortage of teach-
ers. The available teachers do the cleri-
cal work in addition to the normal
teaching .

In the present context of new
education reforms, teachers are ex-
pected to do the school based assess-
ment which consume a good portion
of the time, if they are to do the clerical
work of the school in addition, this may
reduce the efficiency of the teacher and
affect the quality of education.

Round ups are carried out very
often almost every month in the army
controlled areas by military personnel
to identify armed group cadres if there
are’! . Every one in a particular area
are asked to gather in a particular
place. Teachers, students and govern-
ment officers also should go to the
place. They are released after check-
ing at about 9.00 a.m. Teachers some
times are asked to do a translation
when the chief military official gives
instructions in Sinhala to the people
gathered. This creates tension in the
teachers. Teachers and students are
released and they go to school late and
teachers are not in a position to teach
satisfactorily. Normal function of
school is affected and attendance is
reduced by the pratice of round ups®® .

Both teachers and students
have to pass several check points be-
fore they reach the schools. Most of the
teachers have the difficulty of passing
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the check points on the way to school.
A teacher “is checked atleast at 7 check
points before he/she reaches the school
if the school is located 10 k.m. away
Jrom his/her home. This is also a fac-
for that affects the work of the teacher
in the schools. Some time the checking
will be more serious depending on the
situation®3 .

Another factor that affects
teaching function is the lack of teacher
training curriculum . Teachers in the
conflict areas have a special need and
they function in a unique situation. The
curriculum for teacher training in the
North-East is not designed to meet the
needs of the unique situation prevail-
ing . Refering a firing incident while a
teacher was in the school she said

“I was in the playground for
sports practice . Suddently there was
firing from one direction. I lay down
on the ground and crowled about 200
metres to reach the school compound.
Still I cannot think of going to that
side.. 3*

Teachers function in the
schools, in this kind of situation. Due
to the limitation of authority, provin-
cial education authorities are not free
to recruit the required teachers in the
North-East. There are more than 4500
teacher vacancies in the approved
teacher cadres . Although the province
has the necessary financial resources
to pay their salary , they are unable to
do it.

Table No. 8 - Approved Teacher Cadre

Schools Approved cadre Available Shortage | Shortage %
Provincial B v 1y 23204 5048 17.84
National 2223 1719 504 22.67
Total 30475 24923 5552 18.22

Source

: Ministry of Education, Cultural Affairs & Sports NEP - 1998
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5.0  Impact of the war on School
Management

Management of schools in the
conflict areas is not normal , as it was
15 years ago. It has become a risk man-
agement, considering the prevailing
situation in North-East. Shortage of
human and physical resources is a se-
vere problem to the school principals.
They are always under tension and
have to face firing, shelling and con-
Jrontations at any time. Recently there
was an incident near a school which is
located close to an army camp. There
was a blasting of a hand granade near
the school on the main road. The whole
school was disturbed and all the chil-
dren in the school were frightened. They
wanted to go home and the principal
Sfound it difficult to control the students
and teachers.

Hearing the blasting near the
school most of the parents came to
school to take their children home.
Army personnel came to school and
asked the principal to come to the place
of incident . The principal was told by
them that the students were responsible
- for the incident . There was any con-
nection of the students to which the
principal had to convince the army. At
an interview the principal said.

* To manage the school,
it is necessary to get the
support of the army and the
armed group” :

The principals who manage the
schools in alternate places due to their
schools being occupied by army have
lots of problems in managing their
schools. Such schools function in tem-
porary sheds with thatched roof and
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mud or sand floor. Lack of furniture and
severe shortage of teachers create
problems to the principals. These tem-
porary sheds cannot last more than two
years. In reality school managers face
severe hardships. To manage schools
they have to deal with every section of
the people including army and armed
group. This put principals even in
suspecious situation.

There is no management train-
ing on their recruitment. To function in
a unique situation an induction train-
ing is essential. It is difficult for the
principals to follow any management
programme conducted in Colombo by
the NIE or Ministry of Education and
higher education . It is not so easy for
all the principals to attend management
programme conducted by Provincial
Ministry of Education , North-East in
Trincomalee and that is also  insuffi-
cient.

Another problem that affect
school management is lack of commu-
nication. Due to the delay in the postal
service it took even one month for an
instruction to reach a principal in Vanni
or Jaffna and other uncleared areas.
There was no direct telephone commu-
nication from Provincial Ministry of
Education to some districts in Vanni.
Lack of communication affects efficient
management of schools and education
offices. Due to this problem, important
seminars and meetings could not be
attended in the Ministry of Education
or in the Provincial Deartment of Edu-
cation.’” Recently, an improvement is
apparent in the communication system
fo give instructions to the officers from
the Provincial Ministry of Education in
Trincomalee.’®



Another factor that affect education in
the school system is the acute shortage
of staff in Sri Lanka Education Admin-
istrative Service ( SLEAS) in the Zonal

Education Offices. The table shows the
shortage of SLEAS staff in the North-
East Province. More than 80% of the
SLEAS staff lacks in the NEP offices.

Table No.9- Shortage of SLEAS Staff

Areas Required Available Shortage
Ministry of Education. 29 04 25
PDE’S Office 18 09 09
Districts 475 89 386
TOTAL 522 102 420

Source : Primary Education Plan NEP - 1998

The Total system of education is man-
aged by the officers in the Zonal and
Provincial education offices. The imple-
mentation of new administrative struc-
ture in education was delayed due to
this shortage of staff. This number does
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not include the SLEAS principals. Na-
tional and 1 AB type schools are enti-
tled to have SLEAS principals number-
ing more than 80. With such a severe
shortage of staff , an education system
cannot. be expected a better perform-
ance.
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CHALLENGES AND IMPORTANCE OF IDENTIFYING AND
ESTABLISHING A TRADITION FOR WRITING IN
ENGLISH BY THE THAMILS OF SRI LANKA.

Identifying the creative writ-
ings in English by the Thamils and es-
tablishing it as a tradition is a schol-
arly work but a neglected part in the
history of the literary tradition of the
Thamils in Sri Lanka.

When I think about creative
writing in English as a tradition, it is
an irony that a society with popularly
known silver- tongued orators in Eng-
lish had not thought about or were not
aware about a creative tradition as a
resistance against colonial systems as
in India or in African countries be-
cause we had limited experiences in the
national liberation struggle against
colonialism and can identify its impact
on our political and intellectual tradi-
tion right from independence.

After independence, politicians
and. intellectuals representing the com-
munity took the language issue as a me-
dium to gain power to rule their people
in place of the colonisers. Decolonizing
the minds of the people was not their
concern. The unchanged existance of
the colonial education system will re-
veal this matter very clearly.
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Thomas Macaulay’s “Minute
on Indian Education” portrays the co-
lonial construct. It says, “It is impossi-
ble for us, with our limited means, to
attempt 1o educate the body of the peo-
ple. We must at present do our best to
form a class who may be the interpret-
ers between us and the millions whom
we govern; a class of persons, Indian
in blood and colour, but English in
laste, in opinion, in morals, and in in-
tellect” !

The above statement is also ap-
propriate to the elite of the Sri Lankan
Thamil community. At the same time we
can identify the efforts of movements
like National Youth Congress to awaken
national consciousness among the
Thamil community throughout history,
Even though it was not very strong, and
Jaced difficulties in Sri Lankan politics
and had limitations to meet the chal-
lenges of the contemporary world, it
nevertheless had the power to resist
colonialism.

Prime Minister Ms Sirimavo
Bandaranayaka’s conversation with the
Jormer Commonwealth Secretary-Gen-
eral, Mr.Sridath Ramphal will reveal the



truth that from the time of independence
we haven’t had a proper language
policy to meet our future as an inde-
pendent nation.

Sridath Ramphal “Shortly after
I became Secretary-General of the Com-
monwealth in 1975, I met Prime Minis-
ter Srimavo Bandaranayaka in Co-
lombo and we talked of ways in which
the Commonwealth Secretariat could
help Sri Lanka. Her response was im-
mediate and specific: “Send us people
to train our teachers to teach English
as a foreign language”. My amazement
must have showed, for the Prime Min-
ister went on to explain that the poli-
cies of her husband put in place twenty
years earlier to promote Sinhala as the
official language had succeeded so
well that in the process Sri Lanka so
long the pearl of the English speaking
world in Asia-had in fact lost English,
even as a second Language save for
the most educated Sri Lankans. Her
concern was development. Farmers in
the field, she told me, could not read
 the instructions on bags of imported fer-
tiliser- and manufacturers in the glo-
bal market were not likely to print them
in Sinhala. Sri Lanka was losing its
access to the world language of Eng-
lish. We did respond. I believe that to-
day English is doing better as the sec-
ond language in Sri Lanka”’

Colonially constructed state and
education system will not deliver goods
in favour of the natives’ aspirations.
So, the reasons behind the difficulty in
identifying creative writing in English
as a tradition is crystal clear.

Even though there are writings
in English From C.V. Vellupillai, poet
Tambimuttu, Alagu Subramaniam,
S.J.K. Crowther, T. Ramanathan, Raja
Proctor, Heather Loyala, Saraswathi
Rockwood, Guy Amirthanayagam, T.
Somasundarm, V. Ariyanayagam,
Jeyanathan, Thurairajah to A.
Shivanandhan, Jean Arasanayagam
T. Arasanayagam, Shyam Selvadurai,
Bamini Slevadurai Valan, Indran
Amirthanayagam, Rohini Hensman,
E.C.T. Candappa, A. Shanthan,
Parvathi Arasanayagam, S.
Pathmanathan, S. Thillainathan, Pon
Ganeshan and several others. They
weren't continued and constructed as
a tradition. But intellectuals are regu-
larly presenting academic papers in
English, because of the requirements of
the Universities to publish articles in
international journals for which they
gain points in the academic system. But
they don't seem to concentrate or in-
volve themselves in creative writing
because they are not awarded points
for such works.

The reason behind it is very
simple. There is no space for creativity
in the education system. This is the poli-
tics of the colonial education system.
“Masks of Conquest” a book by Gauri
Visvanathan® is about the origin and
ideology of English studies in India,
where in she argues that English Lit-
erature was introduced as a subject in
India even before it became a subject
in England.

This was because it was belived
that Indians who learnt English Litera-
ture would be convinced that Europe-
ans possessed a humanistic and Chris-
tian tradition of literature that was far
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superior to anything which existed in
the Indian Languages. In other words,
the study of literature created an ideal
colonial subject who would accept and
appreciate the British “Civilising” mis-
sion, It is under this colonial mesmer-
ism that we are functioning.

Education is one of the most
powerful media of Colonialism and neo
colonialism. A powerful weapon of so-
cial control. Although Sri Lanka has
been independent for fifty years, the
values and patterns of British colonial
education continues to persist.

Education in Gramsci's terms,
is “dominant by consent”. “This domi-
nation by consent is achieved through
what is taught to the colonised, how it
is taught and the emplacement of the
educated subject as a part of the con-
tinuing imperial apparatus-a knowl-
edge of English literature, for instance,
was required for entry into the civil
service and the legal profession. Edu-
cation is thus a conquest of another
kind of territory - it is the foundation
of the colonialist power and consoli-
dates this power through legal and
administrative apparatus” Now it has
shifted from literature to business, Eng-
lish for Business purposes and it has
lead to the slogan “without English
there is no future”.

So the process of identifying
and establishing a tradition for crea-
tive writing in English among the
Thamils of Sri Lanka is a part of the
decolonization of Thamilian minds. As
Mulk Raj Anand said, "No apology is
necessary to bring truthful to the ech-
oes of one's mother tongue and the im-

aginative communication for those vi-
‘brations which are in the nerves of the
people not born of English mothers.’

In Thamil there is a myth called
" Heaven of Thirisangu” or “World of
Thirisangu”. It is a world in space be-
tween earth and heaven. Thirisangu
wants to go to heaven but heaven
rejects him and he doesn't want to re-
turn to the earth. So he is in a world of
his own between earth and heaven.
The life in this world has constructed
a state of mind which will not accept
the native order and can not achieve
the order acceptable to the colonial
standard. This is the world of imitation,
constructed by the colonial rule and its
education system which leads to form
of fear in the minds and functions as a
mental block to engage in creative
activities. I have had discussions with
people who are well- versed in English
literature who had attempted creative
writing in English and were involved
in creative writing in Thamil but had
given up creative writing in English
after a few attempts because of this
Jear and lack of recognition.

But A.J. Canagaratha said
“One of the reason may be that apart
Jrom lack of encouragement and out-
lets for production, the standard Eng-
lish taught in school and its emphasis
on grammar and British models may
have inhibited creativity. I remember
Alagu subramaniam telling me when I
asked him why the language in some
of his stories sounded artificial and
stilted, that the English man thought
that the ‘natives’ could write only
“Babu English” (an insulting reference
to the English of the Indian ‘natives’)
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they had to prove that they could write

” 6

English the way English man wrote it”.

The view of Mulk Raj Anand is
different.

“I began writing earlier than he
(Tambimuttu) and in prose. My novels
are about the poor and disinherited of
Asia. Naturally I was abused and Mis-
understood, except in the third world,
and the world of the poor of Europe.
But the Iiterati thought that I was a com-
munist stooge. I am saying this because
one, imporant lapse on Tamibis part
was not to remember he came from the
disinherited society.””’

Ngugi wrote in his book
‘Decolonizing the Mind’, “In my view
language was the most important vehi-
cle through which that power fasci-
nated and held the soul prisoner. The
bullet was the means of the physical
subjugation. Language was the means
of the spiritual subjugation.”

So if we want to live in a world
of creation with creative imagination,
we have to identify and establish a tra-
~ dition determined by our socio-cultural
context which will erase our fear and
break our mental block and bring forth
people with creative imagination to face
the challenges of neo-colonialism.

The socio-political history of
the Thamils of Sri Lanka and the his-
tory of the literary tradition in English
reveals that importance is given to
English as a medium of instruction in
business and not as a medium of crea-
tive expression. But the generation of
the last decades of the 20th century had

different opinions. They too are the
products of the mother tongue but the
experience of the liberation struggle
and the diaspora of the Thamils have
opened-up new frontiers and new think-

ing.

The thinking of the importance
of creative imagination is the major
factor in the current intellectual and
creative traditions of the Thamils of Sri
Lanka. They are willing to express their
Seelings, experiences and thinking in a
creative way. They express their crea-
tivity in their new world as originals or
as transcreations or as translations.
The Thamils in exile express their crea-
tive imagination not only in their own
language but also in the languages of
their adopted countries. They are also
actively involved in translating origi-
nal works from the languages of their
adopted countries into their mother
tongue.

It is a shell shock for the con-
ventional intellectual community because
most of the people engaged in this proc-
ess are not familiar with English and
do not have a university background.
The interesting thing is the part played
by the universities in the North and
East in this process which is question-
able and always criticised by the intel-
lectual community outside the univer-
sities.

The emergence of the “Third
Eye” a little magazine in English first
published in 1993 to bring out origi-
nal works, critical works, translations
and transcreations from Thamil writings
and the reproductions of the works of
pioneers and the thinking of creative
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tradition in English is a part of the
above process and is not the contribu-
tion of the English medium educated.
Prof. Sures Canagarajah’s writing on
theatre will clarify this situation.

In an article titled “Experiment
and controversy in the Jaffna English
Theatre” which appeared in the “Third
Eye” he says, “The English theatre
scene has taken an experimental turn
in the past couple of years. A series of
plays staged here (James Thuber’s Os-
trich. and Jamal Banoura’s “Accused”
staged on 30th August 1991; Abjit
Sicar’s Child’s play staged on 19" July
1991 and 30™ August 1991, Bernard
B.Dardee’s “The village’ staged on 02
and 15" February 1992 and on 10"
June 1993; Alagu Subramaniyam's
short story “Professional Mourners”
adopted by A.J. Canagaratna “Wake-
up my beloved” staged in February
1993 and on 10 June 1993) have been
quite controversial in their reception”.’

“Though all this is repulsive for
many brought up in the classical tradi-
tion, most of the school students and
University producers involved are for-
tunately influenced by the vibrant
Thamil theatrical tradition. The Thamil
theatre is also primarily a school level
or educational theatre. The younger
generation is then now able to connect
the Thamil and English theatrical tra-
ditions. It is true that hitherto, the
Thamil theatre borrowed Ibsen, Chekov
and Beckett through English. But now
the tables are turned: The English thea-
tre is borrowing local themes, indig-
enous music, acting and directorial
skills from the Thamil tradition, prom-
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ising interesting new departures for the
Jaffna English theatrical scene”. '’

Contrary to this, most of the
Thamils who were the doyen of the Eng-
lish literature do not know or have the
least familiarity with Thamil Language,
literature and their experiences are lim-
ited to the four walls of their gardens.
But this is different from those who are
writing in French, German, Norwagian,
etc. They have direct experiences in
the liberation struggle and are not from
the elite. So their perspectives and pur-
poses are different. This is strange but
true, in a sense a revolution in a soci-
ety dominated by conservative ideas.

After we started to publish “The
Third Eye”, our search for original
manuscripts, translations, transcreations
and rare publications of the pioneers
began. In this search we faced strange
experiences. We have collected manu-
scripts from writers who are adamant
to write again. The root cause is frus-
tration. Now “The Third Eye” has given
a momentum to the process of identify-
ing and establishing a tradition for
creative writing in English, by the
Thamils of Sri Lanka.

The emergence of the ‘English
Forum’ with the support and guidance
of Prof. §. Canaganayagam, Prof.
Suresh Canagarajah, Mr. A.J.
Canagaratna, Mr. S. Rajasingam and
the involvement of Mr. T
Somasundaram gave the moral boost
at the initiation and the development of
the process of identifying and establish-
ing a tradition for the writing in Eng-
lish by the Thamils of Sri Lanka.



The current intellectual tradi-
tions of the Thamils of Sri Lanka are
not one dimensional determined by the
English tradition as in the earlier pe-
riod; it is multi dimensional and is di-
rectly open to various intellectual tra-
ditions of the world. The liberation
struggle and the writings of expatriate
Thamils have given an additional im-
petus to this new dimension.  The
Thamils of Sri Lanka now have access
to the world through various channels
and are in a position to select material
in consonance with their accepted
views. This is the major change of per-
spective in the intellectual traditions of

In this background, identifying
and establishing a tradition for crea-
tive writing in English parallel to the
other traditions will create a different
perception among the international
community as opposed to the world
constructed by the mass media in this
information age.

I'll conclude my presentation
with a quotation from Mahadma
Gandhi, ’I do not want to be walled in
on all sides and my windows to be
stuffed. I want the cultures of all the
lands to be blown about my houses as
freely as possible. But i refuse to live in
another people’s houses as interloper,

the Thamil community.
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