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FOREWORD

This biography of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan by one of
our leading writers in Thamil, ‘‘Sokkan” ( Mr. K. Sokkalingam )
is the first in a series of Publications in Thamil, Sinhala and
English on the Life and Works and achievements of Sir P. Rama-
nathan undertaken by the newly reconstituted Board .of Directorg
of Parameshvara College.

The present generation has forgotten, that, for fifty years till
November, 1930, this great son of Sri Lanka bestrode the country
like a colossus among men. Since then false prophets have arisen
among our people,

His record of service to the country and to his.religion in
and out of the legislature, has never been equalled by any man
living or dead.

He was a great lawyer, a brilliant debator, a polished and
eloquent orator, an outstanding administrator, a successful planter

and above all, a philosoper and Brahma Gnani.

But his greatest and most enduring gifts are the Popnam-
balawaneswarar Temple in Colombo; his endowments and charities
for the propagation of the Shaiva religion and the teaching of
Shaiva Scriptures; for the training of Hindu priests; and the esta-
blishment of Schools and Colleges — Parameshvara College and
Ramanathan College —and the promise of a University of a
unique type.

The Board requires the assistance of scholars and research
students for collecting and compiling his speeches, writings and

books and prepare a Bibiliography for the use of the present and
future generations,

We ask for the cooperation of all religionists; of all races
and communities for fulfilling the great and noble ideals of Sir
P. Ramanathan,

Dear Reader, place “Sokkan on Ramanathan” in the hands
of your children.

8. R. Kanaganayagam,

President,
Jatina. Board of Directors of
16-4.75, : Parameshvara College
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