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A NEW INITIATIVE

An opposition MP in the Sri Lankan Parliament,
Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe, has proposed that a
parliamentary Select Committee be appointed ‘to
arrive at a political solution to the national
question involving the devolution of power to the
Northern and Eastern Provinces'. The govern-
ment has already announced its acceptance of
the proposal. Other political parties, including
those not represented in parliament, have wel-
comed the proposal.

Of particular significance is the fact that the MP
concerned belongs to the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) which, whether under the lead-
ership of the late Mr. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike or
subsequently under Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike,
bears a major responsibility for initiating and
implementing a series of discriminatory and
oppressive measures that in the first instance
precipated, and later exacerbated the ethnic
conflict in the island.

The primary obstacle to the resolution of the
conflict has been the failure on the part of the two
main political parties representing the majority
Sinhalese community, the United National Party
(UNP)and the SLFP, to raise the national ques-
tion above sectarian party political considera-
tions.

The SLFP has been particularly guilty of criticis-
ing, opposing and even obstructing each and
every move the government and other concerned
parties have made for resolving ths problem. Up
to now, it has also failed to present its own
preferred set of proposals. To that extent the
SLFP has been playing a negative and disruptive
role.

The broken pacts and failed attempts of the
past to effect a negotiated settlement to the
national question were more due to the absence
of a consensus on the part of the parties
reprsenting the majority Sinhalese community
and less for reasons of obduracy or intransigence

on the part of the parties representing the Tamil
speaking people.

The appointment of a parliamentary Select
Committee will offer an opportunity for the first
time for all political parties represented in Parlia-
ment to discuss and arrive at a political solution to
the national question. There is no reason to
believe that this exercise should take long pro-
vided there is the required political will and
honesty of purpose. For a start, there is already in
existence the legislative framework of Provincial
Councils that emerged from the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement of July 1987. This framework was
wanting in many respects. It has to be conceded
that the attempt to perpetuate the unitary state in
the form bequeathed by the British has brought
disaster to the country and its peoples.

One important fact is that the LTTE, which is
the most dominant and decisive of all Tamil
groups and which is engaged in the ongoing watr,
is not represented in Parliament and hence the
proposed Select Committee will not have the
benefit of their representation. Needless to say
that any attempt at resolution of the national
question without LTTE'’s participation is fore-
doomed to failure. This fundamental inadequacy
has to be addressed by facilitating LTTE's parti-
cipation through its own chosen representatives
who may be offered the opportunity to submit
their own proposals and take part in the delibera-
tions of the Committee. The LTTE has already
publicly called for a resumption of negotiations
with the government and therefore it can be
presumed that the LTTE will not want to lose the
opportunity to place its own demands and propos-
als before the Select Committee comprising all
political parties.

In the context of the ongoing war which has
claimed thousands of lives and wrought havoc
and destruction in the North-East of the island,
the proposal of a parliamentary Select Committee
is an initiative worth pursuing.
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The Battle of Elephant Pass

Rita Sebastian from Colombo

No battle in the decade old war be-
tween the Tigers and government
forces generated so much media cover-
age as that of Elephant Pass. It was
not merely a battle for the strategically
located camp, lying on the narrow
causeway linking the northern penin-
sula with the southern mainland, but a
prestige battle as well.

The forces could not let it go the way
of Kokkavil and Mankulam before it.
The camp had to be freed. The Tigers
on the other hand wanted to prove
their invincibility.

The battle posed tremendous prob-
lems for the forces. An estimated 800
men were inside a camp which was
literally surrounded by hundreds of
Tigers in their well fortified bunkers.

Although the battle for Elephant
Pass intensified on July 10, the camp
was virtually under rebel siege since
June 1990 when fresh hostilities broke
out.

Four days into the battle, and the
forces made one of its surprise moves.
An amphibious landing at the fishing

* village of Vettilaikerni, 9 kilometres
from the camp was to dramatically
change the course of the battle.

‘Operation Balevegaya’ had batta-
lions of soldiers ferried from the east-
‘ern province to fight their way, in what
was Tiger territory.

The battle was fierce, as it was
bloody. For the troops it was a hard
slog on an unfamiliar, sandy, mine
riddled terrain. And quite naturally
the casualties were high on both sides.

In the month long war the military
“confirmed it had lost over 160 men and
estimated over 2000 rebel casualties.
Even given the fact that the rebel
casualties are on the unbelievably high
side, there is no getting away from the
fact that hundreds of Tigers were
killed in action.

Both sides threw in a substantial
amount of men and material. Military
sources confirmed that it was the sing-
le largest battle in its military history.
As the Tigers directed their deadly
‘pasilon 2000’ mortars at the camp,
and at advancing troops, the Sri Lank-
an airforce pounded Tiger positions.

The battle also had an unexpected
element thrown in when the Tigers, for
the first time, directed powerful anti-
aircraft guns at helicoptors, thus suc-
cessfully preventing the evacuation of
the dead and injured. The ashes of the
25 soldiers who fell victim to Tiger
gunfire inside the camp, were handed
over to their families the week after
the siege.on the camp was broken.

The forces won the battle at
Elephant but, not the war. It still
continues despite President Ranasing-
he Premadasa’s appeal to the Tigers

that at least now they should ‘give up

their campaign of terror. There are no
victors in a war. All are losers’, he said.

The Tiger leadership put some of its
battle hardened fighters to the front.
This was no hit and run operation but
a battle that was virtually a face to
face confrontation. More in the nature
of conventional warfare.

The fact that the Tigers were able to

keep fighting, they still are, even after.

almost a month proves their fighting
capabilities. More to the point is the
fact that they like the forces had a
powerful arsenal of weaponry. Not
even the crackdown in Tamil Nadu
and an year of fighting the Sri Lankan
forces has immobilised their fighting
machine.

They also seem to have an inex-
haustible supply of fighters. Even after
so many years of battle they don’t
seem to be low on men.

Although the military top brass
have not divulged what their future
plans are at the moment, it is unlikely
that the forces will march north to the
peninsula. An operation to take on the
peninsula would mean thousands of
soldiers besides the military hardware
that such an exercise would entail.

The government is also not down
playing the reality that other areas in
the northeast, and the border villages
would become vulnerable to Tiger
attacks with thousands of troops
moved from other areas and deployed
at Elephant Pass.

— A New Effort at Peace :

And so once again you come back to
the question of a negotiated political
settlement. All eyes are now focused on
the Parliamentary Select Committee
that is to be appointed following a
motion by Sri Lanka Freedom Party
front-runner Managala Moonesinghe.

Under standing orders the commit-
tee will comprise 12 members, but
could well be expanded. Will it be able
to reach consensus and put forward a
substantial devolution package that
will meet the aspirations of the
Tamils? How will the minority Mus-
lims respond to a solution which may
not ‘give them equal representation
with the Tamils in the northeastern
provinces?

What is heartening is that, for the

time the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is of
the view that it must make a positive
contribution to resolving the national
question. Although it was vehemently
opposed to the provincial councils it is
understood to have decided to go even
further, and agree to some kind of
regional autonomy after excising some
of the Sinhala dominated areas of the
eastern province and annexing them to
other provinces.

What it would mean in effect is
redrawing boundaries to accommodate
the Tamil demand for a permanently
merged northeast province.

As was articulated at the recent
meeting of SLFP MPs that unanimous-
ly adopted the Mangala Moonesinghe
motion, it has to be a devolution pack-
age acceptable to the Tamils, not the
Tigers in particular.

The history making adoption of the
SLFP motion without division in par-
liament on August 9, augurs well for
the appointment of a Select Committee
that will we hope find that elusive
solution that will bring an end to the
northeast conflict and return the coun-
try to peace and political stability.

It is probably the first time that
government and opposition will
seriously address the national ques-
tion. The time for playing politics is
over. The people need the political will
and statesmanship of its leaders to
bring an end to a war where there will
be no winners as President Premadasa
himself has said.
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Uncertain Future
for Tamil Refugees in India

by M.R. Narayan Swamy of AFP

MADRAS, India, Aug. 3 — Thousands
of Sri Lankan Tamil refugees face an
uncertain future in India following the
gruesome assassination of former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

The Government of Tamil Nadu
State, where Gandhi was killed, has
cracked down determinedly on illegal
Tamil refugees after thousands failed
to register with authorities.

Some 2,000 Tamils have been
arrested throughout the southern
coastal State for staying in India with-
out valid documents.

Tamil Nadu officials say more
arrests are in the offing, and Sri Lank-
an Tamils living here say they have
never faced such hostility and distrust
from Government agencies and the
local population.

“There has been a very, very notice-
able change in the attitude of the
(Tamil Nadu) people, said Chelva-
nayagam Chandrahasan, a Sri Lank-
an who runs a refugee relief organisa-
tion here. ‘Our people are facing a
fairly unpleasant situation.’

Indian Tamils, after strongly back-
ing the cause of their Sri Lankan
brethren for years, appear to be having
second thoughts in the wake of Gan-
dhi’s assassination by suspected Sri
Lankan Tamil guerrillas.

‘People are suspicious about Sri
Lankan refugees,” said Cho Ramas-
wamy, a well-known Tamil journalist
and political satirist ‘the people of
Tamil Nadu want them to go back.’

Added a Madras University student:
‘For years we gave them shelter, what
have we got in return... Gandhi's
assassination.

‘The sooner they (the Sri Lankan
Tamils) are all packed off the better,
she said.

Tamil Nadu politicians say the un-
precedented and unconcealed revul-
sion against the Sri Lankans is an
extension of the people’s anger at the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), the biggest Tamil rebel group
in Sri Lanka.

The LTTE, believed to maintain an_

extensive network in Tamil Nadu, has
emerged as the key suspect in Gan-
dhi’s slaying and its denials are not
taken seriously here.

‘People suspect that many Sri Lank-
ans may be willingly or unwillingly
extending help or assistance to LTTE
activities (in Tamil Nadu),’ said Jana
Krishnamurthy, a Right-wing Hindu
politician.

There are more than 200,000 Sri
Lankan Tamils in Tamil Nadu. Nearly
115,000 of them live in some 200
refugee camps, while the others live on
their own throughout the State.

Many have been here since 1983,
when a Tamil Separatist campaign
erupted in Sri Lanka’s North-East,
triggering a violent backlash which
forced civilians to flee to India by the
boatload.

On June 24, a month after Gandhi
was killed by a suicide bomber, the
Tamil Nadu Government asked Sri
Lankans living outside refugee camps
to register themselves with authorities
or face deportation. Indians who had
rented houses to Sri Lankans were also
told to inform police about their
tenants.

But when the July 19 deadline for
registration expired, only 22,000 peo-
ple had complied.

Chandrahasan said his volunteers
were doing their best to get Sri Lank-
ans to register, but added that there
were reasons why many were with-
holding their identities.

He said many Sri Lankans have
‘mingled with the local population. It
will be very difficult to spot them’ — a
statement with which Tamil Nadu
police agree.

Police sources said many Sri Lank-
ans had married Indians or acquired
Indian passports, settled down, bought
property and gone into business.

But the refugees’ defiant refusal to
register themselves has added to the
ire of the locals with whom they share

a common language, culture and
heritage. , ,

‘People now make all kinds of re-
marks at us,’ said a Sri Lankan man in
his 50s who has lived here since 1984.
“The other day a shopkeeper told me
not to hide Gandhi’s assassin. It is
terrible. :

Although most Sri Lankans have
lived in peace in Tamil Nadu, the locals
have blamed them for the increasing

- violence in the State — and for spirall-

ing rents in some urban residential
areas.

Recently, all that appears to have
erupted like a volcano.

Chandrahasan had to deny press
reports that some refugees celebrated
the assassination of Gandhi, who in
July 1987 sent Indian troops to Sri
Lanka to fight the LTTE. Thousands
died in more than two years of
fighting,

‘Most of us are ashamed or sick of
(the killing),’ said Chandrahasan, who
is reportedly on the LTTE'’s hit list.
‘But very many just cannot afford to
talk.’ e
A former Tamil Nadu legislator who
has supported Sri Lankan Tamil
claims for autonomy since the 1970s
called for an understanding of their
problems.

‘After allowing them to come and
stay here, we cannot just dump them,’
T.R. Janarthanam said. ‘Before send-
ing them back we must solve their
problems and find them a home.’

The Tamil Nadu Government has
not said what it proposes to do with Sri
Lankans who have been detained or
with those found not to have reg-
istered. : ,

An official said the State Govern-
ment would urge New Delhi to ask Sri
Lanka to take its citizens back, but he
admitted he had no idea whether the
Sri Lankan refugees would agree to
return.

LONDON LTTE LEADER
TO BE DEPORTED

The London leader of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), alias
Kittu, has been informed by the Brit-
ish government that he is to be de-
ported from the United Kingdom. In
the first instance he was given time
until August 7 to leave the UK on his
own accord, but it is reliably learnt
that the period allowed has been ex-
tended.

Mr. Krishnakumar who is a Central
Committee member of the LTTE has
functioned as the spokesman for' the
international secretariat of the LTTE
from its London office in Tavistock
Place since his arrival in the UK ‘in
June 1989. He was a well known figure
in Jaffna in northern Sri Lanka where

he held the rank of district military
commander of the LTTE. In 1989 he
came to Britain for medical treatment..

The news about his proposed de-
portation has raised natural concern
among LTTE supporters in the UK.
Many feel that in making the decision
to deport Krishnakumar, the British
government has submitted to pressure
following the assassination of India’s
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in
respect of which the finger of accusa-
tion has been directed at the LTTE
despite its denial of any involvement.

In August last year Mr. Krishnaku-
mar applied to the Home Secretary
seeking political asylum in Britain, but
the application was turned down. On
29 July he was served with a letter
stating that the Secretary of State for

o Continued on page 6
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Home Affairs has decided in principle
to deport Krishnakumar from the Un-
ited Kingdom for the reason that he
had abused his position organising
fund-raising by coercion and attemp-
ting to buy arms and otherwise further
the aims of a terrorist organisation.
Mr. Krishnakumar has been told that
his presence in the UK would not be
conducive to the public good for
reasons of a political nature, namely
the international fight against ter-
rorism.

He also has been informed by the
Secretary of State that it was not his
intention to detain him, but further
consideration would be given if he did
not leave by the stipulated date.

The provision of the Immigration
Act under which the Home Secretary
has acted does not provide Krishnaku-
mar with a right of appeal to the courts
against the proposed deportation. The
only right he has is to make repre-
sentations to a panel of advisers
appointed by the Home Secretary. This
procedure which has been the subject
of severe criticism by civil rights orga-
nisations does not allow the person
facing deportation to know about the
evidence upon which the Home Secret-
ary has come to his decision, nor does it
permit legal representation when he
appears before the panel.

It is reliably learnt that if Krish-
nakumar is compelled to leave Britain,
he will be seeking asylum in some
other European country.

TAMIL RESIDENTS
HARASSED

Tamil residents in Colombo and its
suburbs have been facing harassment
from security forces following the
bombing at the JOC headquarters in
Colombo on June 21. In addition to the
requirement that all Tamils who had
recently arrived in Colombo must reg-
ister with the local police stations,
hundreds have been taken into cus-
tody in widespread search operations
undertaken by security forces and de-
tained allegedly for questioning.
Although many have been released, it
is reported that still there are over two
hundred persons being held at various
police stations including Fort, Pettah,
Kotahena, Wellawatte, Slave Island,
Mattakkuliya and Bambalapitiya.
Since June 90 when fighting broke
out between government forces and
the LTTE, tens of thousands of Tamil
families have fled from the north and
east to the south of the island and most
of them have found accommodation in
Colombo and adjoining areas.
Recently two men in uniforms en-
tered a house in Ratmalana and ques-
tioned the female occupants regarding

the identify of the persons living there.
But when the head of the household
went to the police station the next day
to handover identity documents he was
told that no officers from the station
had visited his house the previous day.
He expressed concern about the identi-
ty of the uniformed men who visited
his house and he feared that the
current search operations could lead to
abuse and harassment of innocent law-
abiding citizens.

Tamil residents in Mount Laviniya,
Ratmalana and Moratuwa have com-
plained that they have been harassed
and intimidated by search teams who
were insisting that all Tamils, not just
boarders or recent arrivals, should be
registered. Members of the Tamil com-
munity have expressed fear for their
security as they are not usually
issued with documentary evidence
when they register themselves at
police stations. ‘We responded to the
government’s call by registering with
the police, but we have nothing to
prove it. At any time the police could
deny our registration’, a resident said.

LTTE’s 'AIR POWER’
Newspaper reports in Sri Lanka have
revealed government’s fears about the
LTTE having acquired aerial military
capability.

It would appear that the Sri Lankan
Air Force recently stepped up air sur-
veillance in northern Sri Lanka after
military intelligence warned that an
unidentified aircraft spotted recently
over northern air space might have
belonged to the LTTE. The Defence
Ministry was reported to have ‘reacted
fast’ to the warning by working out a
new air defence strategy to counter
any possible air attacks by the LTTE
or an unidentified ally who could be
chartering aircraft. The recent purch-
ase of supersonic interceptors was an
important part of the new air defence
plan. Local pilots had been trained to
handle the supersonic aircraft.

‘We can never leave out the possibil-
ity of the LTTE acquiring air power.
But we are ready for any challenge
from foreign or local elements’, Air
Force Commander Terrence Gunawar-
dene was reported to have said.

The difficulty encountered by the air
force to provide adequate air cover for
ground troops or even continue to
provide much needed supplies to the
besieged garrison at Elephant Pass
which was under continuous attack by
the Tigers from July 10 has reinforced
the view that the LTTE has acquired
anti-aircraft weaponry. At least one
anti-aircraft gun which had never been
seen in Sri Lanka before was detected
by the Air Force pilots during the
Elephant Pass battle. According to
defence ministry sources, the weapon

which was spotted only during night
flights was described as the most
powerful weapon in the hands of the
LTTE.

- NO MORE
‘HOUSEMAIDS’

Sri Lankan women going to the Middle
East will no longer be described as
‘housemaids’, they will carry the glor-
ified job title of ‘house-nurses’, accord-
ing to a proposal put forward by the
Minister of Labour and Vocational
training, G.M. Premachandra.

It is said that the objective of the
name-change move by the Minister is
‘to raise the dignity of labour’. Once
the proposal comes into effect, recruit-
ment agencies will be required to pub-
lish their advertisements of employ-
ment opportunities as vacancies for
‘house-nurses’ and not housemaids.

As the Minister is trying to raise the
dignity of labour by this name-change,
there are reports that Sri Lankan
housemaids who bore illegitimate chil-
dren in Saudi Arabia have been
brought back to Sri Lanka after they
were imprisoned by Saudi authorities.
The new born infants who were also
imprisoned with their mothers have
also been brought back. Eight women
who had refused to reveal the paterni-
ty of the infants had agreed to travel
back incognito.

It is no secret that women who go for
employment, particularly as house-
maids, to the Middle East have been
subjected to all sorts of abuse including
sexual abuse by the male members of
the houses in which they are supposed
to work. A change of name in their job
title is not going to make any differ-
ence to their plight.

DEADLY TRADE
PROSPERS

Once upon a time several species of
elephants were distributed all over the
world including Britain. Today only
two species of this largest living land
animal, the Indian and the African,
survive but under threat of extinction.

The one principal cause for the dan-
ger these animals face is a creamy-
white hard substance of their tusks,
the ivory. Vanity products to serve the
human ego from ivory include bangles,
beads, rings, combs, figures and mod-
els and even decorative carved ivory
stands from the larger tusks. The
whole trade in these products is obno-
xious.

Apart from the fact the elephant is
sacred to the Hindus with its strength
and intelligence conceptualised as be-
longing to the realms of the supernatu-
ral, this pachyderm has been for cen-

Continued on page 7




- 15 AUGUST 1991

TAMIL TIMES 7

Detained Editor’s Release Sought

Mr. S. Sivanayagam, presently Editor
of the fortnightly ‘Tamil Nation’ has
been taken into custody by the Tamil
Nadu police and detained. The paper’s
office was raided by the police as part
of a wider crackdown against activities
by Sri Lankan Tamils following Rajiv
Gandhi’s assassination and Mr. Siva-
nayagam and three others were taken
into custody. They are being held on
charges of contravening the provisions
of the law relating to the Press and
Registration and Foreign Exchange
Regulations and for remaining in India
without a valid visa.

Mr. Sivanayagam, is a former editor
of the weekly, ‘Saturday Review’ pub-
lished from Jaffna. The paper was
banned in early 1983 by the Sri Lank-
an government for the mere reason
that it fearlessly exposed the atrocities
committed against Tamils by the

security forces and severely criticised

the government for its misdeeds. When
he feared arrest and detention by the
security forces, Mr. Sivanayagam fled
to Tamil Nadu in the middle of 1983
and ever since he has lived there.

Mr. Sivanayagam was a regular
contributor to the ‘Tamil Times’ until
recently when he became editor of

‘Tamil Nation’. His arrest and deten-
tion has caused much concern among
large sections of the Tamil community.
Mr. P. Rajanayagam, Editor of
“Tamil Times’, in a letter to the Indian
High Commissioner in the UK, seek-
ing his intervention to secure Mr.
Sivanayagam’s release has stated:

“The fact that Mr. Sivanayagam has
lived in India since 1983 has been well
known to the authorities. He was
known even in India as a journalist of
some repute and he did not lead a
clandestine life. He was living with his
wife and children quite openly. In fact
just before the war broke out between
the IPKF and LTTE in October 1987,
Mr. Sivanayagam was flown to Jaffna
in an Indian Air Force plane to under-
take a mission of mediation. This being
the case, to hold him on a charge that
he was living in Tamil Nadu without a
valid visa, to say the least, is quite

. unreasonable.

“The paper he edited, ‘Tamil Nation’
was admittedly pro-LTTE in its stance.
I am sure you are aware that there
have been many papers in India which
have published pro-LTTE articles and
views. For that reason, one would not
incarcerate the Editors of these papers.

Mr. Sivanayagam would appear to
have exercised the same freedom of
expression enjoyed by others in India
in publishing his paper. In fact the
authorities must have known that he
was editing this paper for a long time
now, and it does seem strange that
they should have now taken him into
custody and detained him on charges
of technical breach of the law relating
to press and registration of news-
papers.

“There appears to be no doubt that
Mr. Sivanayagam has become a victim
of the tension and atmosphere created
following the brutal assassination of
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. We ourselves have
condemned this crime of barbarity as
an act of unvarnished terrorism. The
fact that the finger of suspicion is being
directed at the LTTE in regard to the
assassination does not mean that Mr.
Sivanayagam also should be victi-
mised.

‘On a personal note, Mr. Siva-
nayagam is not in a state of good
health. His wife and children depend
on him. His continued detention would
cause irremediable harm to him and
his family. In the circumstances, I shall
be grateful if your Excellency will
communicate with the appropriate au-
thorities to secure the early release of

" Mr. Sivanayagam from his detention’.

Continued from page 6

turies a working companion of man as
a beast of labour and burden, and as a
mobile fortress in wars of old. This
partnership has served humanity well.

The greedy ones have no scruples
and when it comes to a few bucks, their
regard for morality or propriety will go
begging. Sacred or not, friend or foe,
they have caused wanton destruction
to many elephant populations and that
of several species of wild life for mere
trinkets and rubbish.

Sri Lanka is a signatory to the
CITES - Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species. Even
though poaching for elephant tusks
has been controlled to a considerable
extent on the African continent, in Sri
Lanka the evil trade is prospering
beyond belief.

Recently the British Daily Mirror
reported that the deadly trade in ivory
is the ugly face of tourism on the
paradise island of Sri Lanka. Dave
Currey, a member of the Environmen-
tal Investigation Agency, following an
undercover investigation said that de-
spite the country signing the worl-
dwide ban outlawing the ivory trade, it
was being openly flouted there.

It was also found that ivory products
are even exported to Britain and to
make this a local trader alleged that he
uses the State Gem Corporation to
advantage. He also appeared to be

familiar with a shipping agent who will
assist him. Probably, all these products
will get passed off as gems!

The paradox is that Sri Lanka has a
government-funded orphanage for
baby elephants. Elephants are treated
as veritable temple beings by the
Buddhists and the Hindus. They are
also popular official gifts by the Sri
Lankan Head of State to children in
other countries.

Yet under the eyes of the state
officials and the enforcers of the law,
the ivory trade will prosper, the tour-
ism industry being the largest client.
The country’s civil war too has
wrought havoc to the elephant popula-
tions in the jungles of the northern and
eastern provinces.

If the elephant is an almost divine
creature, how come it is under threat
in Sri Lanka?

FAMOUS ASTROLOGER

Mrs. T. Kunabalasingham (Sri Lanka)
is now at 2350 Dundas Street West, Apt. 306
Toronto, Ontario M6P 4BL, Canada

Tel: (416) 536 0419

WANTED URGENTLY

Typist cum word processor on Tamil
keyboard with flexible hours and attractive
salary for Tamil fortnightly independent
newspaper. E 49 c/o Tamil Times.

Displaced Students
— Parents Protest

Parents of over 200 students displaced
from the University of Jaffna have
protested against the requirement of
the Jaffna university authorities that
students should present themselves
personally for registration whereas all
other Universities call for postal reg-
istration.

Speaking on behalf of these dis-
placed students, the University Pa-
rents Association have expressed con-
cern at the requirement of the Jaffna
University as it would mean that the
students would have to travel all the
way to Jaffna through the battle zones
in the north. ‘We are concerned about
our children’s lives much more than
their varsity education’.

Some parents express the view that
the Jaffna University authorities
might be acting under pressure from
the LTTE which is attempting to use
this method to get these students back
to Jaffna. The Association has re-
quested the University Grants Com-
mission to permit the registration of
their children by post.

A UGC spokesman is reported to
have said that the Commission would
urge the Jaffna university authorities
to agree to postal registration by these
students.
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London Meikandaar Aadheenam
U.K. Charity No. 293007

(1) Books, for sale, on TAMIL CULTURE AND
SAIVITE HINDUISM by Swami SIVA NANDHI
(formerly K. Gnanasoorian M.Sc., M.B.I.M.)

(2) Scintillating cassette of Maharajapuram
Santhaanam’s London Recital of Tamil
Devotional songs available for sale. Price £5.50
including postage and packing.

(3) University of London : Short Courses held by us
on Saivite Hinduism in co-operation with
Birkbeck College : Extra-Mural Dept.,

(4) News just received of forthcoming First
International Divine Tamil Conference, Madras,
February 1992.

For Catalogue and information on all the above,
Please phone or write to:

Administrator, L.M.A. Trust,
72 King Edward Road,
London E17 6HZ
Phone: 081-531 6435

D samco agenaEs Lip i

Market Leaders in Sri-Lankan Food ih U.K.

WANTED - Agents to import and distribute our
products in Denmark, Holland, Germany, France,
Spain and Switzerland

OUR FAMOUS RANGE INCLUDES

Katta Sambol, Fish Curry, Ambul Thiyal, String
Hoppers, Maldive Fish, Rice, Rice Flour, Curry Mate
Range, and in all over 100 items from Sri-Lanka

PLEASE WRITE TO:

Samco Agencies Ltd.,
No. 1, Crispin House,
Angel Road Works,
North Circular Road,
London N18 3HR

Tel: 081-803 0663
Fax: 081-807 1752

' '5”;T“( I
QUB@NG

presents

Classical

DANCE from NORTH & SOUTH INDIA
with

BHARATA NATYAM by

KATHAK by

SUSHMITA

INDHUMATHI
SRIKUMAR GHOSH
Performance conducted by Accompanied by:
Guru Venkatachalapathy Shib Shankar Ray {Tabia)
& Musicians Baluji Srivastav (Sitar}

Gauri Bapat (Vocal/Harmonium)

Secombe Centre, Cheam Road, Sutton
Saturday 21 September, 7.30pm

Tickets: £6.00 (£5.00 Subrang members)
Call:  081-770 4642 (Subrang office)
or: 081-642 0870
or available at the door

SUTTON
Financially assisled by

BALA & ARI

Solicitors and Administrators of Oaths
We Offer Friendly Legal Service on

@ Conveyancing (Sale and @ Immigration
Purchase-houses, Flats @ Divorce and Matrimoniat
Commercial property) @ Civil and Criminal Litigation

@ Partnership agreement, @ Landlord and Tenant
Power of attorney, @ Employment
last wills etc.

Legal Aid also available
Please Ring
B. Balaraman or S. Aravindan
Address: First Floor, 484 Katharine Road, Forest Gate, London E7
Telephone: 081-503 5034

COUNCIL

* We offer you flights on scheduled airlines at a
fair price

* We specialise in flights to Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia,
Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia

*  We will gladly refund the price difference if you can

convince us that you could have got the same ticket
cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.

Please contact Mr. S. Thiruchelvam

Office Residence

255 Haydons Road, 69 Toynbee Road
Wimbledon Wimbledon
London SW19 8TY London SW20 8SH

Tel: 081-543 3318 Tel: 081-542 5140
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@ THREE OFFICERS and twentyone sol-
diers of the Sri Lankan army were killed in
an attack by the LTTE on Wadamunai
Road, Welikanda in eastern Sri Lanka on
August 3. The three officers have been
identified as Captain Shantha Edirisinghe,
Lt. Ajit Chandrasiri and Lt. Weerasiri
Silva. The army unit headed by Capt.
Edirisinghe was on its way to their Wada-
munai camp in a tractor when the Tigers
ambushed them half a mile from Welikanda
town and all the men in the unit were
killed.

@ HOUSEOWNERS and householders who
have rented out houses, apartments,
annexes or rooms or kept boarders or
temporary lodgers with effect from 1 Janu-
ary 1991 should inform the officer in charge
of the nearest police station whenever
tenants or boarders are taken in or when
they leave, according to a Defence Ministry
notification. The notification added, ‘the
Ministry of Defence is aware that large
numbers of persons from different parts of
the country have sought refuge in Colombo
and its suburbs owing to the prevailing
conditions in certain areas of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces. Subversives have
taken this opportunity to infiltrate into the
city along with these refugees and have
rented out houses, apartments and rooms or
are boarded with relatives and friends.

As the presence of subversives is a source
of danger to the general public, it is neces-
sary for the authorities to investigate the
presence of strangers in the City of Colombo
and its suburbs’.

The notification adds that ‘printed forms
for this purpose are available at every police
station. If such a declaration is not made
and the authorities subsequently trace a
subversive or a sympathiser to such an
apartment, house, annexe or room, the
owner of such premises or the chief occu-
pant will be held responsible and will be
liable to incur penalties including confisca-
tion of such property’.

@ THE SRI LANKAN government is said to
be reconsidering its previous decision to
repatriate about 90,000 plantation workers
holding Indian passports. According to
Minister S. Thondaman the government
was considering a new plan to screen
plantation workers holding Indian pass-
ports and to give them the option whether
to leave Sri Lanka or stay on a merit basis.
He said that most of these workers were not
willing to leave as it was their parents who
had made the applications to leave in terms
of the Sirima-Shastri Pact of 1964. There
was a 25 year delay in the repatriation, and
most of the people were now objecting as
they were only small children then and
were not a party to the decision to leave Sri
Lanka. Many of them claim that their links
are entirely with Sri Lanka and did not
want to leave for India.

@® THE VICE-PRESIDENT of the Tamil
militant group, PLOTE, Karavai Kanda-
samy has appealed to the International Red
Cross (ICRC) to intervene immediately and
secure the release of over 5000 persons who
be alleges are being held in detention by the
LTTE. The detained persons include
Tamils, Muslims, Sinhalese, members of
ether Tamil parties and their family mem-
bers, and captured policemen and service
personnel. Accusing the LTTE of subjecting
the detainees to torture and deprivation of
basic amenities, Mr. Kandasamy has asked

NEWS IN
BRIEF

the ICRC to ensure that they are treated
humanely and provided with necessary
amenities.

@ NON-LTTE TAMIL militant groups are
making efforts to get their cadres held in
camps in Tamil Nadu released and transfer
them back to Sri Lanka. The Indian author-
ities are keeping the militants under secur-
ity in separate camps. The PLOTE and
EPRLF members in Puzhal, ENDLF in
Trichchi, TELO in Puthukoddai and LTTE
in Vellore. According to TELO’s N. Srikan-
tha, talks have already begun in regard to
the release of their members including the
TELO leader Selvam who along with others
was taken in from his residence in Trichchi
sever..] months ago and kept in the Puthu-
koddai camp. Previous efforts for their
release and to bring them back to Sri Lanka
were brought to a halt following the dismis-
sal of the Karunanidhi government in
Tamil Nadu.

@ LEGAL PROCEEDINGS have been
ordered by the Attorney General o be
initiated against a senior gazetted police
officer, an Officer in Charge of a police
station, on a charge of murdering his
‘beauty queen’ lover. The charred skeletal
remains of a woman has been identified as
that of the Avurudhu Kumari (New Year
beauty queen) who was romantically linked
with the police officer. The CID has re-
corded a statement from a former reserve
police constable who has claimed that he
was a witness to the killing. The OIC on the
day of the crime had briefed the reserve
constable of his plans to kill a girl claiming
she was a member of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP). On the fateful day, the
OIC had invited his lover to attend a party
hosted by one of his friends. Accompanying
the OIC in his vehicle that fateful night
were his lover and the reserve constable.
Halfway through the journey the OIC had
suggested to his lover that instead of going
through the main road, they could make it
through a garden. The girl alighted from
the vehicle followed by the OIC with his gun
in his hands. They walked and minutes
later shots rang out, the girl screamed and
fell to the ground. The OIC had set ablaze
two tyres, poured gasoline over her, and her
body was lowered onto the fire.

@ THE SRI LANKAN government is under -

strong pressure by the business community
in Colombo to devalue the rupee following
the devaluation of the Indian rupee. At a
recent seminar held in Colombo on ‘De-
valuation and Liberalisation in India: Its
impact on Sri Lanka’, many speakers in-
cluding a former Governor of the Central
Bank, Mr. N.U. Jayawardene, strongly
urged the devaluation of the Sri Lankan

rupee to a minimum Rs.50 or to a maximum -

Rs.58 per US dollar from the current Rs.40

which they claimed was ‘grossly over-

o

valued’.
@® DUE TO THE battle at Elephant Pass
between government forces and the LTTE
and because of the imposition of an indefi-
nite curfew by the government, food and
other essential supplies to the north, parti-
cularly to the Jaffna peninsula have been

severely disrupted. Transport of food and

* other items hitherto undertaken by sea had

come to a standstill. A number of ships
destined for the peninsula have been re-
directed to Trincomalee harbour. All road
traffic beyond Vavuniya town also has come
to a grinding halt. Several lorries carrying
goods, mainly food items, have been held up
at Anuradhapura and Vavuniya.

@ VALAIPADI RAMAMURTHY, Indian
State Minister for Employment and leader
of Congress(I) in Tamil Nadu, said in a
recent interview with All India Radio that it
was time that all Sri Lankans in India were
deported since it would be difficult to iden-
tify militants from genuine refugees. There
were over 200,000 Sri Lankan Tamil re-
fugees in India and all of them should be
deported and settled in Sri Lanka under
UNHCR supervision. Alleging that the
LTTE had close connections with ‘separat-
ist” movements in Punjab and Assam, he
added that there had been threats to his life
and that of others. ‘If this situation is
allowed to continue it will reach a point
where Tiger activities cannot be controlled.
Therefore the best thing to do is to deport
all Lankans’. India had been pushed into
taking this action because of LTTE activi-
ties and it should be held solely responsible
for pushing the people into this plight,
Ramamurthy added.

® OVER 1800 Sri Lankan Tamils who had
failed to register with the police despite
three extended deadlines have been round-
ed up and lodged in special camps in various
parts of Tamil Nadu. Following the assas-
sination of Rajiv Gandhi, the Tamil Nadu
government issued a directive asking all Sri
Lankan Tamils living there to register with
the police. Out of a possible refugee popula-
tion of 225,000, only 26,000 had registered
by July 19. The police throughout Tamil
Nadu began raiding Sri Lankan Tamil
homes and other places where they were
living and detained those who did not have
valid documents or who were carrying on
trade without the required permit. The
police said that the detained Tamils had not
been arrested as such, but their movements
have been restricted by placing them in
special camps.

©® TWO COMMANDOS of the Special Task
Force, including the Commanding Officer of
the Arugam Bay commando detachment,
Ashok Kumar, were killed and nine more
were injured in a landmine explosion trig-
gered by LTTE cadres on 28 July in the
Thirukoil area in the Amparai district in
eastern Sri Lanka. The blast ripped apart

"the South African made Buffel armoured

personnel carrier. On the previous day,
seven soldiers were killed and three more
injured critically when three claymore
mines were activated by LTTE cadres be-
tween Vantharaimoolai and Chenkaladi.

@ THE CAPTAIN of an Indian-flagged cargo

- ship landed 46 Asian asylum seekers on the
“Turkish coast after telling them that they

were on the Greek island of Rhodes. 8
Indians, 7 Bangladeshis and 31 Sri Lank-
ans had come ashore near the Mediterra-
nean resort of Marmaris. Three others were
missing. The Asians told the local police
that the crew of the Indian ship had given
them nothing but hunks of bread to eat for
26 days and had stolen all their valuables
before dumping them on the Turkish coast.
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The Balkan Nightmare
— A Question of Self-Determination

by Richards Karunairajan

A NIGHTMARE situation is fast spir-
alling in Europe south of the River
Danube. The 1918 borders that were
re-established in the Balkans after the
Second World War have come under
threat with Yugoslavia facing an
almost certain disintegration.

During the presidency of Josip Broz
Tito from 1952 to 1980, the various
constituent republics of Yugoslavia —
Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-
Hercegovina, Serbia, Montenegro,
Macedonia, Kosov and Vojvodina —
enjoyed a large degree of autonomy.
President Tito was able to achieve a
considerable extent of harmony among
the various communities particularly
between the Croats who demanded
regional autonomy and the Serbs who
were determined to create a pan-
Serbian state in which they would be
the dominant people.

In recent years, with the Yugoslav
economy taking a downward trend, the
weaker structures of the country be-
came exposed and old nationalist
hatreds began to surface. Furth-
ermore, there are many language
groups in Yugoslavia. The main ton-
gues are Serbian, Croatian, Mon-
tenegrin and Macedonian and they are
all somewhat similar to each other.
The other Yugoslavian tongues are
Slovenian, Bulgarian, Several non-
Slavic languages like Albanian,
Hungarian, Italian, Romanian and
Turkish. The various religious groups
of the country are Catholics largely
Croats, Islam and Orthodox Christian.

Unfortunately, the present crisis has
been precipitated by nationalists by
stirring up racial and religious hatred
and by emphasising cultural differ-
ences between the various communi-
ties. But at the heart of the problem
was economic mismanagement.

The history of these Balkan states
goes back to around 500-700 AD when
the various slavic tribes such as the
Slovenes, Croats and Serbs migrated
to what is now Yugoslavia, displacing
the Roman and other ethnic settlers of
that period. Until the 12th century, a
strong Croatian kingdom flourished
before it became absorbed within Hun-
gary. Bosnia which existed as an inde-
pendent state for 74 years until 1254
soon became part of Hungary as well.

In 1168, Serbia became established
as a powerful state and extended to
what are today Serbia, Macedonia,
Montenegro, Albania and the northern
half of Greece. The Ottoman Turkish
invasion off the 14th century had a

major impact on the Balkans. The
Turks held their sway for nearly 500
years. In the years 1463, 1482, 1499
and 1526, the Turks were able to
occupy Bosnia, Hercegovina, Mon-
tenegro and much of Croatia with the
exception of Zagreb, respectively.

In 1809 Napolean annexed Dalma-
tia, Slovenia and a part of Croatia.
During the latter 19th century Tsarist
Russia helped Serbia, Montenegro and
Bulgaria to fight against the Turks
and support a number of uprisings in
the other states.

Early in the 20th century, national-
ist feelings were inflamed in Serbia
when Austria-Hungary formally
annexed Bosnia-Hercegovina and in
the Balkan Wars against Turkey in
1912 and Bulgaria in 1913, Serbia
gained Macedonia and other areas.

The recent events, following the dec-
laration of independence by Slovenia
on the 25th of June, have contributed
to a rapid and chaotic political spirall-
ing that is dragging Yugoslavia into a
racial quagmire. The rest of Europe
particularly the countries of the Euro-
pean Community have become utterly
concerned. Virtually all the western
European leaders are calling for moral,
political and economic weapons to en-
sure a peaceful solution to the problem.

British Euro Member of Parliament,
Tom Spencer, addressing a recent
meeting in London said that from the
moment Slovenia was bombed by the
Yugoslavian federal forces, Yugoslavia
has ceased to functton as a country and
Slovenia will now proceed to independ-
ence.

He added: ‘The problems lie else-
where too. The continued fighting be-
tween the Serbs and the Croats will
lead to partition of Bosnia-
Hercegovina and the Albanian major-
ity in Kosovo is on the verge of explo-
sion’,

The Croats are determined to pre-
serve their racial, cultural and territo-
rial integrity and the republic’s presi-
dent, Franjo Tudjman has warned that
any attempt to annex Croatia would be
fought by every citizen. ‘If Croatian
independence cannot be ensured then
we will call up our entire population to
resist the aggression and occupation
with their bare hands’, he said.

-~ Yugoslavia is certainly breaking up
and majorities of people in Slovenia
and Croatia want to secede and form
independent nation states. What is
involved here is a clear principle of the
right of nations to self-determination.

This right is paramount — a right that
has been grossly violated in many
parts of the world.

Sri Lanka is a tragic example of the
kind of repression that militates
against this right in the treatment of
the Tamils, who as a community have
paid a massive price to date and the
country’s government in Colombo con-
tinues to be insensitive to this right.

It uses stark military force to con-
front the just demands of the Tamils
who have now for nearly 40 years
suffered oppression from the majority
Sinhala-Buddhist course. It is not that
there are no solutions to the Tamil
problem. The Sri Lankan government
is not willing to solve the problem
because the country is being held to
ransom by the powerful Buddhist
clergy.

As events unfold in the Balkans,
these may very well set a new prece-
dent throughout the world and the UN
itself will have to re-examine the ques-
tion of self-determination of national
communities with their own distinct
ethnic and cultural heritage. This
would be irrespective of the fact they
are constituent members of larger
states even if they are progressive and
tolerant towards minority communi-
ties. In this, there is no doubting the
fact that national communities like the
Tamils of Sri Lanka will now be consi-
dered as being the vanguard of the
struggle for national self-
determination.

The Balkan bells for self-
determination have just begun to ring
and this is going to be heard far and
wide. A country that may very well
have to contend with this problem in
the very near future could be India
itself. However, it is for the Colombeo.
government now to read the message
from Zagreb loud and clear and act
with a vision and wisdom worthy of the
lofty tenets of Buddhism and not that
of the political monks who make mock-
ery of this great faith.

ACUPUNCTURE

and
HERBAL THERAPY

for

Back Pain, Migraine
Arthritis, Asthma
Sinusitis, Smoking

Dr. N S MOORTHY

Consulting Hours
Monday to Friday — 6.00pm to 9.00pm

105a Upper Tooting Road
London SW17 7TW

Tel: 081 682 3876
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Whither Sri Lanka

Sujin Segar

When Gautama Buddha, the Kshat-
riya prince from Nepal, cast away the
politics of the state, the splendours of
the court, and joys and intimacies of
family life and searched for the truth,
he was expressing in no uncertain
terms that his princely powers and
authority would not help to free
humankind from its suffering. He be-
came enlightened and today, all
humankind is blessed.

While there can be no doubt of the
tremendous impact Buddhism has
made worldwide and its rich influence
on philosophies of all kinds and other
faiths, in Sri Lanka however a land
enriched with Buddhist traditions from
the time of King Devanampiya Tissa,
it has become the tragic captive of
politicians, Buddhist scholars of ques-
tionable credentials and certain types
of priests who are seeking their own
‘nirvana’ in the arena of strident
‘Sinhala’ politics.

There are, it appears from writings

in the Colombo press, no Buddhists in
Sri Lanka but only ‘Sinhala Buddh-
ists’, the only heirs to a great civilisa-
tion. In fact this claim was based on
the question DIVAYINA journalist
Harith Gunawardena recently asked
the UNP politician and the president of
the Mahabodhi Society, Mr. Gamini
Jayasuriya and was reported in the
edition of 5 May 1991. Mr. Jayasur-
iya’s answer stressed the ‘great cus-
toms and sentiments the Sinhala
Buddhist people espoused’.
. The interview further emphasised
the extremism of Sinhala Buddhist
fervour which after contributing to the
present sad state of affairs in Sri
Lanka appears now to be involved in a
‘witch-hunt’ amidst the Sinhalese peo-
ple themselves. Reacting to the inter-
viewer’s questions, the former minister
went along with the view that there
are elements among the Sinhalese who
are conspiring against the interests
and welfare of the ‘Sinhala Buddhists’.
A ‘witch-hunt’ is now on, and
arraigned for immediate attack are the
progressives, mischievously labelled as
the ‘western-educated, intelligentsia,
missionary organisations and Marxist
impersonators’.

In this interview, Mr. Jayasuriya
lamented that after independence
some people who had the opportunity
of travelling abroad, came back to
propagate worldly comforts among
their people and these he said brought
about a situation in which their ‘men-
tal content were eroded’.

But what is even more terrifying is
the kind of racist material that is being
freely published. It. takes even the

naive and the unlettered to recognise
that the faith Buddhism preaches can-
not be in agreement with what is
happening in Sri Lanka — a land of
great beauty, endowed with so much
potential not only for economic de-
velopment but also to create a national
society of people from diverse faiths
and cultural backgrounds to live
together and share their great tradi-
tions and rich heritage.

DIVAYINA, in its 21 April and 5
May 1991 issues, featured explosive
articles by Sisira Paranathanthri on
his reactions to the ‘alleged wave of
religious conversions’. He was also
referred to as having ‘led the attack
against anti-national and foreign-
funded organisations’. Buddhism has
too long been used as a camouflage by
selfish social scientists, journalists and
politicians and if the tenets of Buddh-
ism have real meanings for Sisira
Paranathanthri and others of his kind,
they are best advised to keep their
views to themselves.

The Tamils contributed immensely
to the development of their country
and through their efforts, hard work
and commitment, achieved consider-
able measure of success. Those who
envied them, without being apprecia-
tive of their contribution, booted them
through legislation at first and then
released a series of sheer violence
against them, their homes and finally
attacked them with military might in
their very homelands and cast them
adrift as people without rights in their
own country and thousands of them as
refugees in other countries,

Today, the same kind of hatred is
being preached against those who have
given their best to the country among
the Sinhalese themselves. Where will
all these end and when will sense and
sensibility in the rich traditions of the
Buddhist faith, be achieved in Sri
Lanka?

Even Sinhala historians held with
great respect have come under fire and
branded as agents who have acted
against the best interests of the ‘Sinha-
la Buddhists’. Professor Nandasena
Ratnapala (DIVAYINA 12 May 1991),
referred to the ‘maggots that feed on
Sri Lanka in the guise of social sci-
ence’. . ‘

He really had to search in the filth
and dirt for the ‘maggots’ of his im-
agination! These ‘maggots’, according
to him, have appeared on the Sri
Lankan scene from the 1960s and
could be divided into two groups. The
first group he claimed has launched an
attack on the main religion — Buddh-
ism, and on the main race, the

Sinhalese. The second, he contended,
distorted some of the problems facing
the country and earned money
through such efforts.

And he pointed out that both groups
functioned in ENGLISH. He also went
further to say that those who came to
the country to learn Buddhism did not
even know Pali. If some conclusions
could be arrived at from this observa-
tion, it is a matter of time before Pali is
made the official language of Sri
Lanka! After all, too many Sinhala
words have Tamil roots!

Professor Ratnapala’s most wor-
rying concern is about Buddhism being
represented as having achieved its
peak in Sinhala chauvinism. This was,
he said, because of the misrepresenta-
tions of history committed by the coun-
try’s historians and went on to relate
the story about the hundreds of Tamils
killed in battle by King Dutugemunu.
It seems, the king was overcome by
pangs of remorse on his death-bed but
was overjoyed when the Buddhist
saints assured him that only two of the
Tamils he killed were on the correct
path to enlightenment and the killing
of others was not a sin.

He was also saddened by the silence
of the intelligentsia who as he said,
‘had a correct understanding of reli-
gion’. But he does admit quite unwari-
ly, while offering a sop to his conscien-
ce no doubt, that the words ‘Tamil’ and
‘Dravidian’ have ‘taken on a tinge not
because of racism but because they are
linked to the concept of foreign in-
vaders’.

Perhaps the professor should admit
that this wrong concept has not been
dispelled from the minds of the
Sinhalese but exploited to the extreme
to the detriment of not only the Tamils
but to the entire country as well. Even
more, Professor Ratnapala has con-
ceded that the Tamils are a distinct
nation by themselves. Is it therefore
necessary to emphasise that the
Tamils have their own right to self-
determination and even more, to their
own homelands that are traditional to
them!

Sri Lanka’s problems emanate from
the failure to honour these and the fact
that religion was used to undermine
the goodwill, good naturedness and the
tolerance of the Sinhala people. Now,
the same sordid manipulation is being
resorted to against their own people
who see the Sri Lankan situation in its
right perspective.

The terrible fighting in which the
country is embroiled today is the result
of the activities of extremists, all in the
name of Buddhism. A recent article in
INDIA TODAY titled ‘Cyanide War-
riors’ made the following observation:

‘At quite another level, the cult of the
Tigers would never have come into
Continued on page 12
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being but for the insensitivity and
atrocities of an utterly racist Colombo
Government. For more than a decade
now, Sri Lankan forces have behaved
like a mob. Their harassment of the
population peaked this year with the
Government’s imposition of an econo-
mic blockade of the peninsula. Pet-
roleum products, batteries, candles,
electricity, medicines — even sanitary
napkins — are not allowed in the region
in the hope of breaking the Tamils’

will.  ‘Supplies get in only through a
network of bicycle-borne smugglers
from the Sinhala mainland and boat-
men from the Indian coast. Last week
petrol was selling at Rs.800 per litre in
Jaffna. To humiliate the Tamils, the
Sri Lankan Air Force has routinely
rained barrels full of human excreta
from Chinese made 7-12 transport air-
craft over Jaffna. No wonder there is no
dearth of new recruits to the ranks of

the LTTE perceived to be the only
saviour of the Tamils.

The author of the ‘History of Sri
Lanka — British Period’, Prof. G.P.V.
Somaratna published by the Universi-
ty of Colombo, has come under heavy
fire. In an article that appeared in
DIVAYINA (26 May 1991), he has
been chastised as one whose intention
was to blacken the names of national
heroes and thereby minimise the im-
portance of their contribution. He has
been branded as one among those
people who are living in a ‘dream world
nurtured by British imperialist
thought’ and as ‘second-class parasites,
who sell such shocking untruths and
earn pots of money as a result’.

Another writer, Gunadasa Amar-
asekera, (DIVAYINA 2 June 1991)
said that the ambitions of the Tigers is
not merely the creation of a separate
state on the island of Sri Lanka but
that this campaign is only the ‘first

step towards setting up a greater
Tamil Kingdom which will be centred
on Tamilnadu in South India’.

He went on to say that ‘the principal
factor that has led to the birth of the
Tigers is the racialism which has
grown in Tamilnadu over the past few
decades’ and ‘that the Tiger movement
in the north is the strongest manifesta-
tion of this trend at the moment’. He is
of the view that the ‘Tiger movement
has not been created because of the
discriminatory practices of the
Sinhalese people, which is what those
people who are engaged in studying
the ethnic conflict would have us be-
lieve’.

If these are the type of observations
and views that are finding expressions
in the Colombo press and if this is what
the Sri Lankans are expected to accept
— all in the name of Buddhism — what
hopes do we have for a just solution to
the terrible problems in Sri Lanka?

Democracy & Tamil Liberation

S. Sivasegaram

I believe that the concept of democracy
cannot be anything but central to a
mass liberation struggle and think
that the vast majority of the Tamil
people share this belief. There are, of
course, those who disagree with this
belief and exercise their democratic
right to express their disagreement.
Some sincerely believe that an armed
liberation struggle, by its very nature,
is anti-democratic and cannot there-
fore accommodate the exercise of
democratic rights, and there are others
who would go even further and insist
that liberation struggles necessarily
cannot respect human rights. The re-
jection of democracy and human rights
in the context of a liberation struggle
appears to be due to the failure to
recognise the existence of a moral
justification for any liberation struggle
and the failure to realise that any
struggle which negates its source of
morality heads for self-destruction.

It is not possible to discuss democra-
¢y, human rights and morality on the
basis of definitions alone. Man’s world
is mutable and knows no eternal rules.
But nothing has stopped mankind in
its search for universal principles to
guide its development, and the fact
that science cannot claim possession of
any absolute truth has not hindered
man’s search for scientific truths. De-
finitions of concepts, in the sciences
and elsewhere, aim both to explain and
to restrict meaning and application.
People understand and interpret the
meanings of words more on the basis of
social practice than on the basis of
definitions. Their knowledge of demo-
cracy, human rights and morality de-

velops from social practice and does not

depend on the existence of definitions,
not because definitions are unimpor-
tant but because social practice is more
important. Definitions intended to help
crystallise human thinking and de-
velop a better understanding of the
human environment inevitably place
greater emphasis on explanation than
restriction of meaning and application.

A recent argument against the need
for the democratisation of the libera-
tion struggle relied on the fact that
there is no universally accepted defini-
tion of democracy. The absence of
universal codes for morality and justice
has not prevented societies from seek-
ing to preserve and defend morality
and justice, and the absence of undis-
puted definitions for god, soul and
spirit has not made people reject reli-
gion. While it is true that concepts
such as democracy, freedom and hu-
man rights, need to be understood in
given social contexts, there are certain
underlying principles which enable us
to relate practice in one society to that
in another. What seems just or demo-
cratic to a society based on private
ownership of the means of production
is not necesarily just or democratic to
another based on collective ownership
and the demand for greater democracy
means different things in different
societies. People, nevertheless, sym-
pathise with struggles for greater
democracy anywhere, despite differ-
ences in their understanding and in-
terpretation of democracy, and very
rarely does one hear complaints about
an excess of democracy. The vast
majority of the people in any society
want democracy, freedom and justice
and that is why struggles against

tyranny, oppression and injustice enjoy
popular support.

A liberation struggle ceases to be a
liberation struggle when it violates the
democratic and human rights of not
only the people it seeks to liberate but
also others. History has time and again
shown that the freedom of a people
won at the expense of the just rights of
another is not durable and leads to
further injustice, oppression and des-
truction. It is only the shortsighted
who seek to separate a just liberation
struggle from the causes of democracy
and justice by arguing that the libera-
tion struggle takes precedence over
everything else. It does not somehow
seem right that a course of action
seeking to establish democracy, free-
dom and justice can be allowed to
trample underfoot the very things that
it claims to fight for.

Some assume that democracy, jus-
tice and human rights will automati-
cally be established after liberation
and therefore think that undemocratic
methods and unjust means of struggle
are acceptable. Their view is not sup-
ported by history, and no liberation
movement which denied democracy to
the people during the struggle for
liberation ever granted it to them after
coming to power. Means, whether they
justify the ends or not, certainly deter-
mine the ends, and the kind of demo-
cracy that a liberation movement will
establish after liberation follows from
the way in which it carries out its
struggle. There is no reason to believe
that a movement which lacks faith in
the capability and the wisdom of the
people for whom it claims to struggle
will accept the judgment of the people
in matters relating to the affairs of the
state.
~ Some have unassailable faith in the
infallibility of one or another liberation
movement and its leadership. They
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also seem to believe that the move-
ment and the leadership instinctively
know what the views and the needs of
the people are and consultation with
the people is therefore unnecessary.
Their attitude will only discourage
movements from seeking to become
truly representative of the people.

There are many who restrict the
meanings of the word democracy to
elected government and therefore fail
to see how a liberation struggle can be
democratised. Democracy is more than
elected government, and the electoral
process, although an important aspect
of democracy, does not in itself guaran-
tee democracy. True democracy is
possible only in an egalitarian society
and cannot be achieved by substituting
democratic rituals for the democratic
spirit. Liberation struggles are associ-
ated with a high level of mass political
awareness, and armed struggle is
merely an extension of politics to the
battlefield. To emphasise armed strug-
gle at the expense of politics is to reject
popular participation and the democra-
tisation of the struggle.

The case for democratisation of the
liberation struggle is based on the
lesson of history that it is the people
and not weapons that, in the final
analysis, determine the outcome of the
struggle. A liberation movement which
relies entirely on military muscle,
whether its own or that of an ally,
ignores the importance of the masses,
and, becomes increasingly isolated
from the masses. Even when it recog-
nizes the need for mass support, its
reluctance to use the democratic pro-
cess to solicit such support compels it to
rely on pressure rather than persua-
sion so that it becomes fearful of not
only the democratic process but alse
the masses.

The liberation struggle of the Tamil
people was waged against national
oppression and the denial of their just
and democratic rights. It is paradoxical
that a struggle aimed at restoring the
rights of a nationality to self deter-
mination has degenerated into one
that denies that right to other national
and ethnic groups and that the strug-
gle which also sought to defend demo-
eratic and human rights finds itself
violating these very rights. I do not
believe that the failure of democratic
politics in the Tamil liberation struggle
can be associated with the rise of any
particular movement or with the de-
velopment of the armed struggle. The
roots of this malaise run deeper, and
there is a need for some soul searching
and a serious review of the social
attitudes and norms in Tamil society.

The liberation struggle of the Tamil
people is at a critical juncture and, as
aften, the conflict of interests of the
—val movements appears to have
=aken precedence over the interests of
the people. Some movements have

chosen to collaborate with the oppres-
sor to settle scores with their rivals.
The LTTE claims that this is a vindica-
tion of its position that its rivals are
traitors and that it is the sole repre-
sentative of the people. The LTTE has
been singled out for criticism by some

Wwho accuse it of being a fascist orga-

nisation. If the excesses committed by
the LTTE are the criteria for this
assessment, the main rivals of the
LTTE do not have a particularly com-
mendable record on matters relating to
democracy and human rights. The
rivals of the LTTE have the duty to
justify and explain to the Tamil people
their collaboration with the dictatorial
UNP regime; equally the LTTE owes
an explanation for its conduct in the
period preceding June 1990.

All the leading liberation move-
ments need to defend to the people a
whole series of actions carried out in
the name of the liberation struggle.
The people have the right not only to
know but also to determine the course
of the liberation struggle. But they
have been allowed access to neither.
The attitude of the liberation move-
ments towards the Muslims and
Sinhalese in the North and the East
has been far from acceptable and re-
flects neither the true feelings of the
Tamil people nor their long-term in-
terests. The exercise of democracy in
such matters of importance to the
liberation struggle could have pre-
vented many serious errors and won
the sympathy of not only the Muslims
but also a considerable section of the
Sinhalese in the North and East and
outside.

Many recognize that the liberation
struggle has been weakened by the
lack of unity and cooperation between
the movements, which have allowed
outside interests to use one against the
other. If the Tamil liberation struggle
cannot learn from the mistakes of
other liberation struggles it will learn
ever more bitter lessons before it
accepts the importance of uniting all
the forces which need to be united
against the oppressor. The only peace-
ful way to resolve the differences be-
tween the rival movements is to let the
people be the judges of what is right
and what is not. Free and open discus-
sion of the issues by the broad masses
will make all but a handful recognise
their mistakes and rectify them, and
those who refuse to accept the public
will be isolated and politically des-
troyed.

Past attempts at cooperation be-
tween rival movements never involved
the masses and were not carried out in
the spirit of equality and good faith.
Personal and group interests have cost
the lives of too many dedicated fighters
for freedom. Much of this was possible
because the people were kept in the
dark about the course of the struggle

and the purpose of the negotiations
between rival movements and between
the movements and outside interests.
The liberation movements need to edu-
cate themselves in the process of demo-
cracy and mass struggle and recognise
that self-criticism is as important as
criticism for the development of a
liberation struggle.

Democratisation of the struggle is a
necessary instrument in uniting all the
forces which can be united against the
enemy and ensuring that the broad
masses will be the ultimate winners.
Most liberation movements accept the
democratic principle, at least in theory,
and it does not take much effort to
extend it to practice. Failure to do so
will only help prolong and deepen the
divisions and help no one but the
oppressor.

Military Accused
of Smuggling

The Military police from Colombo re-
cently took into custody seven military
police personnel including a Captain
and two Lieutenants in Anuradhapura
who are alleged to have helped a
businessman to smuggle banned items
such as petrol, diesel, batteries etc. to

- the north of the island. The Anuradha-

pura businessman who is also the
president of the Anuradhapura Pri-
vate Bus Owners Association was also
taken into custody. Cheques issued by
this businessman have been found in
the possession of a Brigadier W.M.P.
Bandara of the Anuradhapura Milit-
ary police unit. Mr. Bandara’s case is
now being investigated by the Bribery
Commissioner’s Department. Seven
soldiers and one civilian who were
produced before the Colombo Magis-
trate were remanded on charges of
accepting bribes to permit transport of
banned goods.
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Sri Lanka: The Ethnic Conflict

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu*

The outbreak of fighting in June 1990
in the north-east of Sri-Lanka, be-
tween the government security forces
and the principal Tamil guerrilla
group, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE or Tigers), highlights the
intractability of the island’s nation —
and — state — building trauma. There
have been threats of secession and
revolution, as well as external in-
tervention by the predominant region-
al power, India. The separatist war
waged since 1983 by the minority
Tamils against the majority Sinhalese-
dominated government has been pre-
ceded and accompanied by internal
upheavals within both communities
and two armed insurgencies by the
Sinhalese nationalist Janatha Vimukti
Peramuna (JVP) to capture power
(1971, 1987-9). In addition, there has
been an Indo-Sri Lankan Accord and
the installation of an Indian Peace-
keeping force (IPKF) to contain ex-
tremism and to define the middle
ground between the unacceptable and
the unattainable. However, no nation-
al consensus within Sri Lanka has
been achieved. The article will investi-
gate the background to Sri Lankan
insecurity and the prospects for nation-
al reconciliation.

Ethnic tension:
The Parliamentary Phase

Tensions between the Sinhalese and
Tamils regarding their respective posi-
tions in an independent Sri Lanka can
be traced to 1931, when the island was
granted universal adult suffrage. The
enduring Tamil fear since has been
that their positions of relative advan-
tage in the bureaucracy (gained
through educational attainments and
colonial policy), would be irretrievably
jeopardized by majority Sinhalese rule.
The Sinhalese, in turn, have been
eager to redress this imbalance to
reflect their majority status and claim
of cultural and religious exclusivenes
to Sri Lanka, in contrast with Tamil
links to south India.

In the prelude to Sri Lankan inde-
pendence in 1948, Tamil anxieties
were expressed in their demands for
parliamentary constituencies to be
drawn up on a communal basis. Even
though this was not granted, popula-
tion distribution ensured that the ‘first
past the post” Westminster-style elec-
toral system would lead to political
polarization along ethnic lines, with
the majority Sinhalese parties pre-
dominating in the south and their
minority Tamil counterparts in the
north. Tamil fears of marginalization
at the centre were sustained by the

certainty of Sinhalese preponderance
in government.

Tamil leaders, nevertheless, commit-
ted themselves to the parliamentary
process after independence. This
strategy exchanged support and parti-
cipation in government for measures
safeguarding minority interests, and
attested to the strength of the inter-
communal elite consensus on par-
liamentary democracy and the consti-
tutionalist ethos of the island’s inde-
pendence movement. But political
accommodation, although subscribed
to in principle, was not fully reflected
in practice by government policy. De-
spite setbacks, however, this consen-
sus survived until it was finally eroded
in the 1970s.

The acceptance of political accom-
modation and parliamentary democra-
cy as the framework for managing
societal tensions was undermined by
intra-elite competition with exploited
ethnic populism for partisan advan-
tage. Explicit identification with ethnic
populism has come to be regarded as
crucial to electoral success, thus legiti-
mizing the older and divisive bases of
identity as the ultimate sources of
political power, and exposing the in-
ability of the elite consensus to fuse
them into a durable national identity.
Herein lies the significance of the 1956
election, which was won in the south
by the centre-left coalition of Sinhalese
populist forces headed by S.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike, founder of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), and in
the Tamil north by the Federal Party
(FP) favouring the constitutional
arrangement between the two com-
munities implicit in its title.

Once in government, in 1956 Ban-
daranaike fulfilled his election pledge
to make Sinhala the official language
striking at the heart of Tamil fears
regarding education and employment.
More damaging, his inability to control
the Sinhalese Buddhist coalition that
had propelled him to power forced him
to further positions inimical to ethnic
harmony. Consequently, his efforts in
1957 to ameliorate the impact of this
language policy on the Tamils, with
special provisions for the use of their
language and the devolution of power
to regional councils in a pact with FP
leader Chelvanayagam, were ob-
structed by the innate chauvinism of
the Sinhalese constituency and the
political opportunism of the United
National Party (UNP) opposition. Vio-
lent Sinhalese-Tamil riots ensued in
* Dr. P. Saravanamuttu is a Lecturer in
International Relations, Department of Poli-
tics, University of Southampton.

1956 and 1958, the first of their kind in
independent Sri Lanka, and were only
exceeded in their intensity by the
carnage of 1983.

Throughout the next decade the en-
suing deterioration in ethnic relations
was tempered by the enduring vitality
of the parliamentary consensus. The
Tamil leadership continued the prac-
tice of parliamentary acommodation,
even though the first government of
Bandaranaike’s widow, Mrs. Siramavo
Bandaranaike (1960-64), vigorously
implemented the official language poli-
cy and reneged on promises to reintro-
duce the devolution proposals envis-
aged in the Bandaranaike — Chelva-
nayagam Pact. With assurances of this
score contained in a pact with the
UNP, the FP joined the UNP-
dominated national government in
1965. While legislation for the use of
Tamil was passed, that relating to the
devolution of power was not and the
FP withdrew from the government in
mid-1969.

Therefore, seen from the perspective
of nation and state-building, the 1956
election was a milestone in Sri Lankan
politics. In the south, the triumph of
ethnic identity amounted to the cap-
ture of the state by the majority com-
munity for the purpose of political
consolidation and control of economic
power through nationalization; in the
north, it represented the beginnings of
a serious challenge to the unitary
status of that state.

Secession and insurgency:
the pattern of political violence

The patterns of political activity in-
itiated in the 1970s signalled the col-
lapse of the parliamentary consensus
and institutionalized the recourse to
violence in the resolution of political
conflict. )

Disenchantment with elite lead-
ership among both Sinhalese and
Tamil youth coalesced into the convic-
tion that their grievances could only be
met through armed insurgency
against the political centre. In the
south, the basis for grievance has been
the call for greater access to socio-
economic and political benefits. Origi-
nally exemplified by the ultraleftist
1971 JVP insurgency of mainly edu-
cated rural youth, it re-emerged in the
extreme nationalist JVP reincarnation
of 1987 following the external in-
tervention by India. In the north,
youth dissent has been founded on
frustration with the failure of political
accommodation to prevent discrimina-
tion most notably the United Front
(UF) government’s alterations in uni-
versity admission criteria. By the mid
1970s, the accruing bitterness had
spawned a plethora of guerrilla groups,
the most famous of which is still the
LTTE.
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Established political parties, in turn,
have deepened this alienation by seek-
ing to extend and consolidate their
monopoly of state power at Lhe expense
of the parliamentary framework, thus
reinforcing the trend towards violent
opposition. Both the left-wing UF gov-
ernment of Mrs, Bandaranaike (1970-
77 and its right-wing successor, the
UNP regime of J.R. Jayawardene
(1977-89), were guilty of this. Both
were swept into power with unpre-
cedented legislative majorities which
they used for partisan advantage, and
both changed the constitution - the
first {1972) making Sri Lanka a repub-
lie in which the primacy of the majority
languape -and religion, Sinhala and
Buddhism, was assured. and the
second (1978), replacing the political
system with a Gaullist-style executive
presidency. Most ominously, the UNF
introduced the dubious precedent in
December 1282 of a referendum to
postpone elections for 11 years, there-
by compounding the unrepresentative
character of the legislature and sealing
it off from radical opinion.

The common stand in the establish-
ment's response to what in the JVP
case was a threat to the character of
the state and in the case of Tamil
milituncy & threat to its territorial
composition, was its attempt to de-
legitimize both challenges by defining
them as ezsentially terrorist in nature.
In the south, however, given an armed
insurgency from within its own ethnic
constituency, the government's sense
of danger was more acute and conse-
guently its respoense more political.
Sinhalese-dominated governments, re-
gardless of ideological orientation, de-
fended the political establishment with
brutal determination while =simul-
taneously moving to placate the radic-
al elements within their ethnic group.
This ‘carrot-and-stick’ approach was
adopted towards the JVP by DMrs
Bandaranaike in 1971 and by
Jayvawardene's UNP successor Presi-
dent B Premadasa in 1989, Alterna-
tively, when confronted with Tamil
secession the response was uncom-
promising and militaristic; the search
for political solutions was necessitated
only by military stalemate and im-
pending bankruptey in the Jayawar-
dene era,

The response of the Tamil leadership
was conditioned by the need to pre-
serve political credibility in the new
era of militancy. Interpreting the
chauvinistic bias of its proceedings as
the effective abandonment of minority
rights by the UF government, the FP
walked aut of the Constituent Assem-
bly in 1971 and closed ranks with other
Tamil parties to form the Tamil United
Front ITUF} & year later. In 1976 they
adopted the Vaddukoeddai resolution
calling for a separate state of Tamil

Eelam to be established, through
armed stroggle if necessary, thus
transforming themselves into the
Tamil United Liberation Front
IMULFE).

However, when the TULF won a
popular mandate for the separatist
election, it returned to the National
Assembly as the single largest party in
opposition, and its leader, A, Amirtha-
lingam, accepted the official title of
Leader of the Opposition. Meverthe-
less, the limited hope generated by this
and the Jayawardene regime’s promise
of an all-party conference to address
Tamil grievances soon evaporated;
that forum was not convened and a
district development eouncil scheme
was rejected as inadequate by the
TULF. In addition, the excesses of an
indisciplined army empowered with a
draconian Prevention of Terrorism
Act, combined with inflammatory rhe-
torie from within the cabinet, ensured
that the vicious cycle of ambush, atroe-
ity and invective destroyed any pros-
pect of ethnic reconciliation.

This was irrevocably confirmed in
July 1983, The mismanaged funeral
arrangements of Sri Lankan soldiers
killed in an LTTE ambush served as
the catalyst for the most savage out-
burst of anti-Tamil violence and all-out
war. Thousands were massacred or
made homeless; many of the survivors
fled to refugee camps, the north, to
India or abroad. Extensive damapge
was done to property, with the worst
atroecities being committed in the capit-
al, Colombo. Most damning were the
reported acquiescence and participa-
tion of zections of the security forces in
the terror, and allegations that ele-
ments within the ruling party were
behind its instigation.

The government belatedly re-
sponded by effectively blaming the
victims. In a move openly designed to
placate Sinhalese chauvinism it passed
the Sixth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion which effectively outlawed
advocacy of secession and, to counter
adverse international publicity,
blamed ultra-leftist groups for the
slaughter as part of a determined
conspiracy to destroy democracy in Sri
Lanka. The JVP, whom Jayawardene
had legitimzed and whosze leader R.
Wijeweera had unsuccessfully con-
tested him for the presidency in 19332,
was proseribed along with other radic-
al left-wing parties. The cumulative
impact of these measures was to con-
clude the parliamentary phase to na-
tion-building with the exclusion of the
Tamil and anti-establishment
Sinhalese parties. This also enabled
the government to cultivate an image
of itsell as the embattled champion of
the democratic political establishment
against the forces of extremism and
terror,

Ethnic war: the external
dimension

As full-seale ethnic war ensued, the
external dimensions of the conflict
were highlighted. Given its domestic
Tamil Nadu constituency and the in-
flux of refugees from Sri Lanka, India
offered to mediate. However, when the
detormination of the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment to compromise even its policy
of non-alignment in pursuit of a milit-
ary solution became apparent, Indira
Gandhi adopted a subtle two-pronged
strategy. While presenting itself as an
impartial mediator, India also offered
sanctuary to the Tamil guerrillas in
order to sustain the military stalemate
indefinitely and to impress upon
Jayawardene the imperative of a poli-
tical solution. This also foreefully re-
minded Sri Lanka of India’s over-
arching strategic priority — denial of
the subcontinent to interference by
external powers.

Jayawardene's plans to use the West
to counter Indian leverage on behalf of
the Tamils fell apart because of the
West's reluctance to compromise rela-
tions with New Delhi over a conflict
which it deemed to be of marginal
significance. MNevertheless, numerous
countries facilitated indirect assistance
to the Sri Lankan government in the
purchase of weaponry and counter-
terrorist expertise. The latter was
channelled through an Israeli interests
section located in the US embassy in
Colombo and through private sources,
notably the Channel Islands registered
organizaton Keeni Meeni Services.
Egually galling to India was military
assistance and training provided by
Pakistan.

The elaborate Indo-Sri Lankan char-
ade of pseudo-deterrence and counter-
manoceuvre only temporarily obscured
the hard strategic realities of the con-
flict. MNeither the Sri Lankan govern-
ment nor the Tamil guerrillas could
achieve a military solution on their
pwn and, given the geopolitical and
ethnic dimensions to the conflict, what-
ever ohjectives they pursued impinged
upon Indian security coneerns. Furth-
ermore, in terms of a political solution
this also meant that the most New
Delhi would contemplate on behalf of
the Sri Lankan Tamils was the approx-
imation of Eelam through provincial
autonomy rather than its attainment
through secession. Accordingly, Indian
mediation attempts focused on con-
vincing the belligerents to agree to a
package that would encapsulate the
minimum interests of all concerned -
recognition of legitimate Tamil grie-
vances while maintaining the unitary
status of Sri Lanka.

Although hostilities persisted, by
late 1986 there were signs that the
Jayvawardene government would

Continued on page 17
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accept provincial autonomy in princi-
ple, but not the Tamil claim that the
north and eastern provinces (with sig-
nificant Sinhalese and Muslim minor-
ities), constituted their traditional
homeland. Unable to break the impas-
se, the Sri Lankan government
ordered the Army into a fresh offensive
in May 1987. By the end of the year it
was ready to commence the battle for
Jaffna, the northern stronghold of the
LTTE. Mindful of the enormous civi-
lian casualties this would incur as well
as the domestic political repercussions,
underlined by then Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.G. Ramachandran’s dona-
tion of US$ 3.2 million in humanita-
rian assistance to the Tigers, the Rajiv
Gandhi government dramatically
embarked upon direct involvement;
first by sea and, when that was
thwarted by the Sri Lankan Navy, a
much publicized air-drop on 4 June.
This was largely designed to demons-
trate Indian power-projection in the
region and to remind the Sri Lankan
government of New Delhi’s determina-
tion to obstruct a military solution. By
29 July, Colombo had absorbed this
basic lesson in regional geopolitics and,
apprehensive too of the severe econo-
mic toll of the war, agreed to the
Indo-Sri Lankan Accord.

The Indo-Sri Lanka Accord

The crux of the Accord was the
substitution of provincial autonomy for
Tamil secession. With the exception of
extremists on both sides, there was
general, if tacit, acceptance of it as a
viable formula for ethnic reconcilia-
tion. The Sri Lankan government
agreed to make Tamil an official lan-
guage, with English as the link lan-
guage between Sinhala and Tamil. It
also agreed to enact legislation for
provincial councils and to confine the
army to barracks once the cease-fire
had taken effect and the militants had
surrendered their arms. Territorial
obstacles were surmounted by the
merger of the northern and eastern
provinces into one administrative unit,
subject to approval in a referendum.
The timing of the referendum was left
to the Sri Lankan President and has
now been scheduled for 1991. India
undertook to guarantee the Accord
and to co-operate in curbing guerrilla
activity if the militants rejected it.
New Delhi also dispatched a peace-
keeping force to the north-east of the
tsland at the request of the Sri Lankan
President to assist in the implementa-
tion of the Accord. In fulfilment of this
undertaking, an 8,000 strong IPKF
was deployed immediately and then
enlarged beyond 50,000 men once the
the agreement unravelled.

At the inter-state level, another con-
troversial aspect of the Accord was the
exchange of letters (in an Annex to the

agreement) between the two leaders,
in which New Delhi obtained a virtual
veto over Sri Lanka’s foreign policy.
Sri Lanka agreed to review its
arrangements for foreign military
assistance and broadcasting facilities
in accordance with Indian security
concerns, and conceded that similar
considerations would apply to the use
of the strategic eastern port of Trinco-
malee. The oil tank farm there,
another source of Indian anxiety, was
to be developed as a joint venture
between the two states.

Return to militancy and upheaval

Despite its substantive merits re-
garding provincial autonomy, the
Accord was fatally flawed in its
assumption that India could negotiate
on behalf of Tamils without a clear and
explicit mandate from them. There-
fore, while the LTTE submitted to
Indian force majeure with a partial
surrender of weapons at the outset, by
October 1987 it had reverted to guer-
rilla warfare against the IPKF follow-
ing an Indian offensive. A fatal com-
bination of arrogance and ignorance
about the nature of the task confront-
ing them led the IPKF to dissipate its
stock of goodwill among the popula-
tion, thus allowing the LTTE to pre-
sent itself as the protector of the Sri
Lankan Tamils. Consistently miscon-
struing the political equation in north-
east Sri Lanka, India tried to circum-
vent the LTTE by intervening directly
in the political process. The IPKF was
employed to ensure that the November
1988 provincial elections, boycotted by
the LTTE, resulted in victory for Indi-
a’s preferred eastern-province-based
Eelam People’s Revolutionary Libera-
tion Front (EPRLF). Without a strong
foothold in the overwhelmingly Tamil
north and reliant upon Indian protec-
tion and Colombo’s goodwill, the
EPRLF council had only limited legi-
timacy. It proved to be a thoroughly
inadequate counterforce to the LTTE
and, not surprisingly decamped with
the IPKF.

However, by the time of its with-
drawal at the end of March 1990, the
IPKF had furthered some of India’s
objectives. Although it, too, was re-
sponsible for some atrocities, it averted
a bloodbath in the north in 1987 and
held separatism in abeyance in the
short-term. While it sparked the
second JVP insurgency, the IPKF also
indirectly assisted in its destruction by
relieving the Sri Lankan Army of the
onerous burden of a guerrilla war on
two fronts, thereby buttressing a Sri
Lankan government from whom India

had obtained highly favourable conces-

sions.

In the south, the Accord and ex-
change of letters provoked instant and
violent opposition against what was
seen as an unwarranted Indian intru-

sion in Sri Lankan affairs. Some even
spoke of the threat of ‘Indian annexa-
tion.” The promise of provincial auton-
omy acquired notoriety too as the
inevitable precursor to eventual parti-
tion and the diminution of power at Sri
Lanka’s political centre. Both Pre-
madasa and National Security Minis-
ter, L. Athulathmudali openly voiced
reservations while the SLFP opposi-
tion denounced decentralization and
vociferously proclaimed its ability to
obtain less demeaning guidelines for
Indo-Sri Lankan relations. More
seriously, the JVP, reincarnated as the
champions of Sinhalese nationalism,
portrayed the Accord as a betrayal of
the Sinhalese-nation by the political
establishment and exploited popular
sentiment to relaunch its armed in-
surgency in deadly earnest.

Throughout the 1987-89 period in
which presidential and parliamentary
elections (December 1988 and Febru-
ary 1989) were held, the JVP steadily
escalated its rebellion. Its strategy of
political assassinations and economi-
cally crippling strikes was matched by
an unrelenting counter-terror opera-
tion conducted by the state through
para-military and regular forces. As
intended by the JVP, the election
campaigns were marred by violence
and intimidation and the results dis-
puted accordingly. In spite of, or be-
cause of this, the UNP held on to power
and by the end of 1989 had crushed the
JVP rebellion.

Before turning on the JVP, Pre-
madasa had effected a temporary
realignment of political forces in the
ethnic conflict. Given the shared need
of the President and the LTTE to be rid
of the IPKF, collaboration between the
two took place. Premadasa, desperate
to demonstrate his nationalist creden-
tials and to fulfil his election pledge to
solve Sri Lanka’s problems without
external intervention, entered into
negotiations with the LTTE. The latter
complied, eager to capitalize on a con-
siderable bargain — the departure of
the IPKF without incurring a cost to
itself. Having initiated these contacts
in May, Premadasa then engineered
the worst Indo-Sri Lankan crisis. In a 2
June 1989 speech he unilaterally de-
manded the complete withdrawal of
the IPKF by the second anniversary of
its introduction — 29 July — and, when
India flatly refused, he threatened to
evict it. Though this was bluff designed
for domestic political consumption, it
succeeded in heightening tension. The
LTTE responded favourably with the
announcement of a largely symbolic
cessation of hostilities against govern-

‘ment forces. The JVP (which wished

for the removal of both the IPKF and
the Sri Lankan President) increased
its terrorist activity plunging the state
into near anarchy. As tempers sub-

'+ - Continued on page 21
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THE CALIFORNIA TAMIL CONFERENCE
‘Tamils: A Nation Without a State’

by Prof. Kopan Mahadeva

Over a hundred international profes-
sors, scholars, professionals and Eelam
supporters from various parts of the
United States, Canada, Australia, In-
dia, Japan, Norway, South Africa,
Sweden, UK and Tamil Eelam met in
California State University, Sac-
ramento on 20 and 21 July at the
INTERNATIONAL TAMIL EELAM
RESEARCH CONFERENCE - 1991
on the subject of ‘Tamil Eelam — A
Nation Without A State.’

Research papers written by
academics from California, California
State, New Brunswick, Griffith, Har-
vard, Jaffna, Nebraska Wesleyan, Up-
psala and Virginia Universities, The
Birmingham Polytechnic, Norwegian
Directorate of Fisheries, and Osaka
Institute of Bio-sciences as well as by
legal, engineering & business leaders
and representatives of International
Tamil Federations and Sangams from
all over the world were openly and
dispassionately discussed along with
their hypotheses and findings, and also
the future of Tamil Eelam, in relation
to the current political impasse in Sri
Lanka. The success of the conference
was mainly due to the efforts of Chair-
man and Organiser, Professor John
Balachandra and his indefatigable
associates including Mrs. Sarojini
Balachandra.

Sri Lanka Government’s
Protest Fiasco

The conference got off to a flying
start despite and possibly because of
the formal protest at the Conference
Centre, organised by the Sri Lankan
High Commission, eventually para-
ding 29 Sinhala slogan-shouters and
placard-carriers including some tod-
dlers, although some 5000 protestors
were rumoured to assemble, from va-
rious parts of the USA, with warnings
and threats of violence.

Amidst vehement protests by the Sri
Lankan High Commissioner in
Washington to the California State
University’s Governors, branding the
organisers as supporters of terrorism,
the authorities stood firm for the free-
dom of speech. The FBI who conducted
very thorough investigations cleared
the Conference as a genuine academic
exercise, and the offices of President
Bush and Vice President Dan Quayle
then gave support, and requested
copies of the Conference Papers and
bound Proceedings, for serious study.

Eelam and Sinhala Rata
The prevalent confusion relating to

the names EELAM & TAMIL
EELAM, particularly among non-
Tamils, was elucidated at the Confer-
ence so that the world at large, and the
Sinhalese themselves could better
understand what the Sri Lankan
Tamil people are indeed fighting for, in
the context of what they already pos-
sess.

EELAM is really the Island of Sri
Lanka (formerly Ceylon) as has been
called in Tamil literature for several
centuries. It is the old and sentimental
Tamil name for Sri Lanka, gradually
and naturally reinforced back into use,
in the political reawakening and ethnic
revivalism of the recent years, to re-
place the rather dull and impassive
Tamil word ILANKALI as used in the
present and immediately past Sri
Lankan constitutions. Thus EELAM.
(Island of Sri Lanka) already exists.
Both the Sinhalese-speaking people as
well as the Tamil-speaking people (in-
cluding Muslims) now as for several
centuries before, are living in the Is-
land of EELAM.

The combined North-Eastern Pro-
vince of EELAM consisting of the
current eight districts of Amparai,
Batticaloa, Jaffna, Kilinochi, Mannar,
Mullaitivu, Trincomalee, and Vavu-
niya forms the territory which has
been called TAMIL EELAM and which
has been habitated by EELAM Tamils
predominantly for over two millenia.
So, TAMIL EELAM too already exists
as the eight districts where EELAM
Tamils live as a majority nation. The
territory of these eight districts with
its people and the natural and man-
made resources is thus what is fondly
and rightfully called TAMIL EELAM
by its Tamil-speaking majority in their
own language, and now in English by
others also.

What the Tamil youth-in-arms are
fighting for, backed almost fully by all
the Tamils, after the failure of par-
liamentary democracy and diplomacy
of the past 43 years in ‘independent’
EELAM is TAMIL EELAM’s political
and economic liberation from
Sinhalese domination, Discrimination,
deprivation and oppression.

As a compromise to the Sinhalese,
the Tamils have voluntarily excluded
from their demarcation of TAMIL
EELAM, EELAM’s central districts of
Nuwara Eliya, Badulla and adjoining
areas populated by over 1,000,000 Up-
country Tamils of recent (post-British)
Indian origin as well as the coastal
Puttalam District for which the Tamils

have historical and ethnic claims. It is
expected that the Up-country Tamils
and the Tamils now living in the rest of
EELAM will be invited into TAMIL
EELAM once it is politically liberated.
EELAM Tamils wouldn’t mind the rest
of EELAM, excluding TAMIL EELAM
being called SINHALA RATA to satis-
fy the legitimate and reciprocal, natu-
ral sentiments of the Sinhalese people.

It was stressed at the Conference
that two virtually independent federal-
type states of TAMIL EELAM and
SINHALA RATA will be the best
arrangement under the current cir-
cumstances with a ceremonial, sen-
timental, nominal, connecting link at
the centre.

Discrimination, and Broken Pacts

Papers including from non-Eelam
nationals denounced the manner in
which over a million Up-country
Tamils were unjustly decitizenised and
disenfranchised overnight by Prime
Minister D.S. Senanayake’s UNP Gov-
ernment by Ceylon Citizenship Act
No.18 of 1948 and Ceylon (Parliamen-
tary Elections) Amended Act No.48 of
1949 thus reducing Tamil representa-
tion in Parliament by over 40%, in
violation of Section 29 of Lord Soul-
bury’s Independence Constitution pro-
hibiting the ‘enactment of any law that
would make persons of any community
or religion liable to disabilities or res-
trictions to which persons of other
communities or religions weren'’t liable
or confer advantages or privileges on
persons of any community or religion
which were not conferred on persons of
other communities or religions.” Sec-
tion 29 was violated yet again several
times.

Thus, Tamils-disabling and discri-
minatory Official Language (Sinhala
Only) Act of 1956 by Prime Minister
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike’s SLFP Gov-
ernment, and his unilateral abrogation
almost before the ink was dry, of his
subsequent conciliatory Pact of 1957
with Mr. Chelvanayagam and its
abandonment soon by his Govern-
ment; Tamils’ unsuccessful non-violent
protest movements of 1956, 1958, 1961
and 1970 to 1976; the Republican
Constitution of 1972 rejected by the
Tamils; the failure of successive
Sinhalese-dominated EELAM Govern-
ments to restore equal rights and
opportunities to Tamils; the Govern-
ments-backed waves of anti-Tamil
riots of 1958 to 1983, and the dictato-
rial legislations and state terrorism of
President J.R. Jayawardene’s era were
isolated as causes for the continuing
armed struggles, 100,000 deaths and
2,000,000 refugees in EELAM.

US Journalist Weeps

Deanna Hodgin, a Staff Writer and
Foreign Correspondent for the IN-
SIGHT Magazine, who had earlier vi-
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sited the battlefields of Middle East,
Afghanistan, Amritsar and Kashmir
as part of her assignments, and seen
horrific torture, beatings, bombings
and shooting declared that nothing
was so terrible as she witnessed in Sri
‘Lanka in 1990. She illustrated her talk
with a pre-circulated paper and a slide
‘show in the middle of which she broke
down, wept, and abruptly terminated
her presentation, moving the audience
also to tears. This happened in the
morning session of 21st July.

Also, helicopter strafing of Tamil
civilians, indiscreet bombing of towns
with heavy, napalm, and excreta
bombs, intimidation, kidnapping, rob-
bery, arson, mass torture and murder
of suspects and villagers, mass crema-
tion of victims’ bodies using rubber
tyres and gasoline, burning and bomb-
ing of Jaffna’s Public Library and
Model Market, houses, churches, tem-
ples and schools, cutting off of electric-
ity, telephone, food, fuel and medical
supplies were all cited in papers and
discussions as genocidal evidence
documented by international agencies
and NGOs such as Al ICJ, ICRC,
UNHCR and MSF.

Racial Colonisation
and Discrimination

Prof. R.C. Oberst, and Dr. E.A. Sel-
vanathan’s paper quoted the findings
of researchers like Kearney, 1JC’s Le-
ary, Manoharan, Peebles, Shastry,
Silk and Sims and Wilson as evidence
of EELAM Governments’ deliberate
and surreptitious colonisation over 40
years of Tamil homelands with
Sinhalese, to force-change population
structures and boundaries of TAMIL
EELAM’s districts to oppress Tamils.
Similar data were cited to prove discri-
mination against Tamils in education
and employment, which really made
the youth take up arms.

Youth Uprising

Reasons were identified which re-
sulted in the uprising of the usually
docile and passive Tamil youth in 1972
intensified mainly after TULF’s final
1976 Vaddukkoddai Resolution, as:
Youths’ vision of a bleak future in
education and employment, vis-a-vis
the Sinhala Only Act, the repeated
failure of Sinhalese-led parliamentary
democracy and diplomacy and conse-
quently youth distrust in the efficacy
with the Sinhalese political psyche, of
their own elders’ methods of non-
violence, peaceful protests, Satyagra-
ha, and pacts in an atmosphere of
unity and co-operation with the major-
ity nation.

The divide-and-rule tactics used by

the EELAM governments in fostering -

quisling groups among Tamil militant
movements were deprecated and also
the fragile resolve and political wisdom
of such groups and their leaders, in the

context of a lasting solution.

Although the constraints of guerril-
la-type resistance were well appreci-
ated, the internecine warfare and
fraternal and civilian killings were
pointed out, especially by non-EELAM
delegates, as the main reasons for the
apparent lack of support from foreign
governments for the Tamil cause con-
founded presently by the suspicions
raised by Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination
inquiry. Co-ordinated actions from
Tamil intellectuals and professionals
with EELAM’s external supporters,
with effective efforts towards interna-
tional public relations and lobbying
were pointed out as the best path for
the future, to very soon realise
EELAM Tamils’ legitimate goals.

One speaker’s concluding words
nicely summed up the consensus of the
delegates’ advice to President Pre-
madasa, ‘The government’s legitimacy
in the Tamil areas will have to be
earned and cannot be won at the point
of a gun ... or face endless war or
partition.’

India’s Continued Role
and International Support

Mainly during informal discussions,
it was gathered that many delegates
considered the Indo-LTTE war of 1987-
90 as an unfortunate episode which
took place mainly due to India’s failure
to act impartially and decisively as
peace-keeper in the initial stages, since
the army commanders were not given

. clear-cut instructions and guidelines

by the political leaders, but the same
delegates also felt that India has an
important continued role and obliga-
tion in addition to self-interest to par-
ticipate in building peace in war-torn
EELAM, and particularly to assist the
Tamils in securing an honourable and
lasting solution to their most impor-
tant problems.

It was also stressed in some papers
and session discussions, that EELAM
Tamils and their representatives
should approach heads of government
in world’s leading countries personally,
for financial and diplomatic support for
TAMIL EELAM’s political liberation,
for economic reconstruction and de-
velopment and, as soon as practicable,
for associate membership in the Com-
monwealth and the U.N.

The view was expressed that United
Kingdom has acted rightly in freezing
aid to EELAM temporarily and, in
view of the doubtful nature of the
legitimacy of the EELAM government
and its appalling human-rights record,
other countries and international aid
agencies too should freeze all aid, and
certainly not sell any arms to EELAM
until its ethnic problems are solved
with TAMIL EELAM.

The examples of other ethnic regions
and groups in the world which are
facing similar problems with their own

governments and oppressive majority
nations were referred to by several
speakers who felt EELAM Tamils
should forge links with Kurds, Lithua-
nians, Croats, Tibetans, Quebecois and
similar groups for mutual support.

Reconstruction

It was pointed out at the Conference,
that large portions of the economic
infrastructure such as roads, bridges,
shops, office buildings, houses, factory
units, boats, fishing implements,
transport gear, farms, agricultural
machinery, schools, churches, temples,
libraries, markets and hospitals have
been demolished or damaged. E.g, in
Jaffna alone up to September 1987,
24737 houses and 8085 commercial
properties had been completely, and
27876 houses and 2908 commercial
properties partly damaged, along with
398 churches and temples. It was esti-
mated that 150 million sq.ft. of build-
ings will have to be repaired and an
equal extent rebuilt in TAMIL
EELAM.

The funds required for the entire
rebuilding task to pre-1980 levels, for
all the infrastructure including roads,
etc., was said to be possibly around
US$ 1500 million. Appropriate tech-
nologies and strategies for the recon-
struction were discussed, and it was
reckoned that TAMIL EELAM has
sufficient manpower for reconstruc-
tion. :

A Five Year Plan was recommended
for reconstruction as well as develop-
ment of TAMIL EELAM to the levels
of the rest of EELAM, for which
another US$ 1500 was said to be
required, even with the same manpow-
er, including 2000 engineers and
18,000 other professionals.

The resources and potentials of
TAMIL EELAM were comprehensive-
ly presented in one big paper in the
areas of paddy/rice cultivation, animal
husbandry and dairy farming, horti-
culture and subsidiary food crops, wa-
ter resources, deep-sea fishing,
aquaculture, coconut and palmyra
plantations, fruits and orchards, cot-
ton, hemp, cashew, sugar cane and
soya beans, handicraft and cottage
industries, medium and large-scale in-
dustries, information technology, ener-
gy resources, tourism, and public
health priorities.

International Aid and
Bank of Tamil Eelam

After comprehensive analyses of the
natural, mineral and manpower re-
sources, potentials, cultural heritage,
historical factors and contemporary
aspirations and levels of enthusiasm of
the people of TAMIL EELAM, particu-
larly in comparison with the sizes,
populations, natural resources, inter-
national affiliations and per-capita
GNPs of 39 member states of the UN,

Continued on page 21
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75% of which are also members of the
Commonwealth and smaller than

“TAMIL EELAM both in size and in
population, and eight countries smaller
either in size or in population it was
concluded in a popular presentation
that TAMIL EELAM is indeed viable
as an independent economic nation
provided around US$ 3 billion could be
found from international aid, for im-
mediate reconstruction and develop-
ment on a Five Year Plan, so long a.
TAMIL EELAM also has the freedom
to make relevant policy decisions, and
negotiate direct international aid and
service contracts.

It was recommended that in any
event, EELAM Tamils must start bef-
riending and lobbying world govern-
ments and heads of state from now
itself so that their support would ma-
ture as and when needed.

Many delegates also agreed with the
recommendation in a paper that a
BANK OF TAMIL EELAM should be
established forthwith, on the private
initiative and funds of wealthy
EELAM Tamil individuals and orga-
nisations, with its head office in Lon-
don or New York and branches in UK,
USA, India, Australia, Germany,
France, Switzerland‘, Canada, and any-

where else there is scope to serve the
individual and national interests of
EELAM Tamils. It was suggested that
the customers should be provided with
internationally competitive, compara-
ble service, so that they would seek to
Jjoin no bank other than the proposed
BANK OF TAMIL EELAM, any time
in their life.

Self-Determination
and Secession

Political models for TAMIL EELAM
were examined and also Tamils’s right
to self-determination and secession, by
political researchers and legal experts
and scholars. Canadian and Indian
models of federalism were deemed un-
suited to the EELAM Tamils who
might accept, it was felt, a loose and
nominal link at the centre. EELAM’s

" lawyers were urged to start drafting a

new constitution for EELAM Linking
SINHALA RATA and TAMIL EELAM
on the basis of virtual independence.
Quiet elation pervaded the auditor-
ium when several papers and speakers
on self-determination concluded, with
case citations, U.N. declarations, inter-
national ethnic comparisons and legal
arguments that TAMIL EELAM in-
deed has an irrefutable right to self-
determination as well as to secession.

Thus, it was suggested that time is
running out for President Premadasa

and the EELAM (ie. Sri Lankan)

Government for consultation and fair

compromise to forge a new EELAM.

Disclosures in
Two Other Note-Worthy Papers

The existence of an EELAM Tamil
Buddhism for 2000 years, and the
recognition, in the World Encyclo-
paedia of Cultures, of EELAM (Sri
Lankan) Tamils as a separate nation,
with their own individuality, different
from all other Tamils, were also dis-
closed.

Principal Participants
at the Conference

The main authors and speakers at
the Conference were: Professors J.
Balachandra, G. Hart, K. Mahadeva,
R. Oberst, B. Pfaffenberger, P. Schalk
and J. Wilson; Drs. K. Arulanantham,
Sachi Sri Kanthi, E.A. Selvanathan
and N. Sriskandarajah; Mss. D. Alex-
ander, D. Hodgins, K. Parker; Messrs
N. Chinivasagam, T. Gunanayagam,
A. Pararajasingham, W. Paul, J.M.
Rajaratnam, Justice S. Ponnambalam,
V. Rudrakumaran, K. Satchithanan-
than, K. Sivarajah and D.N.S.K.
Thankarajah.,

Continued from page 17 ,
sided and diplomacy was rediscovered,
a timetable for the IPKF withdrawal
was reached and the possibilityof a
treaty to formalize the new rela-
tionship between Sri Lanka and India
was broached.

By April 1990 a number of factors
could be cited in support of a cautiously
optimistic interpretation of the Sri
Lankan situation. Government-LTTE
contacts continued. In preparation for
its anticipated entrance into the poli-
tical mainstream, the LTTE formed a
political party in December 1989, the
title of which — the Popular Front of
Liberation Tigers ~
no mention of Eelam. The LTTE had
also moved into the areas evacuated by
the IPKF and routed the last-ditch
military efforts of the EPRLF in the
north-east, exercising de facto quasi-
governmental powers. In the south,
the military backbone of the JVP had
been crushed, and with it the justifica-
won for the ferocious counter-terror
state apparatus. On the economic
front, the international donors main-
tained a generous flow of vital aid, but
curbed government extravagance by
mposing austere conditions. On the
surface at least, reconciliation and re-
nabilitation seemed finally possible.

(To be continued).

Physics/Mathematics Tuition

In Pinner, Middx. U.K. by Lecturer. Tele-
" ohone 081-866 3363.

Bharata Natya Arangetram

e

The Bharata Natya Arangetram of Sivakama-
sunthary daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kumaravel of
Garden Village, Hatfield, Herts, U.K. takes
place at the Forum, Hatfield on 14.9.91 at
7pm. She had shown great enthusiasm for
this dance form at the tender age of 6 and
after being taught by a few exponents under-
went intensive training in Madras under Nirtha
Periyar Sri J. Venkatachalapathy. Besides
her famous Guru at Nattuvangam, she will be
accompanied by Sri Kesavan at Miruthan-
gam, Dr. Luxmi Jayan at Violin and Sri
Aravindkshan as vocal accompanist. She was
Head Girl at the Hatfield Bishops Girls School
and was at St. James Palace last October to
receive the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award
in the presence of HRH Prince Philip.

Private Tuition

. Pure/Applied Mathematics, Statistics,
Physics O/A Level. Homes visited,

Tel: 081 864 3227

Arunathathy releases
her Veena Cassettes

The London Veena Group had its annual
Cultural Evening at Graveney School Hall,
London SW17 on 3.8.91. The highlight of the
evening was the release of the Veena Cas-
settes of Mrs. Arunthathy Srikantharajah, the
pioneer exponent of this ancient instrument in
London. The recipients of the cassettes were
Mr. AT.S. Ratnasingham, the chief co-
ordinator of the Shree Ghanapathy Temple;
Mr. S. Sampathkumar, President of the Lon-
don Murugan Temple; Mr. S. Maharasing-
ham, a social worker and Mr. G. Rabinovitch
who had been one of the promoters of the
London Veena Group since its inception in
1983.

————

Mr. S. Meganathan, the organiser of the
concert said that it was most appropriate that
the dignitaries of two Hindu temples should
be associated with the promotion of music
and culture in UK.

The items of entertainment for the evening
included a scintillating performance of Bhar-
atha Natyam by Anusha Varathalingam, pupil
of Pathmini Gunaseelan of Narthana Kalalaya
and a hilarious Drama titled ‘Kaal Kattu’,
produced and directed by Pulavar Siva-
nathan.
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A POINT OF VIEW

Rajiv Gandhi’s Murder & the Tamil Problem

by T. Balasingham

The following is presented in view of
the prevailing suspicions and antagon-
ism against Sri Lankan Tamils in
India due to the killing of Rajiv Gan-
dhi, thereby precipitating much dam-
age to the Sri Lankan Tamil cause, in
India and abroad, although only the
LTTE is implicated. Since it is the
militants who have been at the fore-
front of the struggle for Tamil rights
and free existence, the distinction is of
little relevance. The Kkilling though
unproven, and the suspicions disputed,
great damage has already been caused

on the basis of the circumstantial evi- -

dence so far uncovered. It is possible
that the instigators of the deed may
never be accessible for indentification
and proof, but meanwhile the damage
to Sri Lankan Tamil interests must be
faced. There is also the consideration
that is due to the girl for the supreme
sacrifice of a life, seemingly long medi-
tated and willed, for a cause, however
misguided she may be. In the world,
hardly anything is certain, but impacts
flowing from events have a great bear-
ing on views and opinions.

The killing of Rajiv Gandhi, a well
known Indian leader and the scion of
the highly respected Nehru family has
deeply offended Indians and also
earned world opprobrium. It is present-
ly directed against Sri Lankan Tamils,
and hence the cause for much concern
to them. Assassination of leading per-
sonalities is a common feature from
time immemorial, and the pages of
history are littered with such events. It
is a trait of primeval human nature, in
the craze for power, to kill and sup-
plant even by the most devious means.
It can also be the reprisal of the weak
to avenge or right a wrong against
unassailable power. Intelligence ser-

vices of many countries have also
resorted to such for ends that cannot
be achieved by politics, diplomacy or
other means.

Facts to which important considera-
tion must be given in the evaluation of
the event, are possible reasons and the
persons.

The killing of Indira Gandhi, a high-
ly venerated leader of India, and re-
spected for her commitment to Indian
wellbeing was deeply mourned the
world over, including Sri Lankan
Tamils who owe her a deep debt of

gratitude. It was her stern warning to-

the Sri Lankan Government in 1983,
which prevented the genocide of the
Tamils in the North who were then
unprepared to oppose. The killing of
Mahatma Gandhi, the apostle of non
violence and goodwill to all humanity

is a similar event. On the other hand,
the killing of despots, and tyrants,
have been wished for and condoned.
Human groups who have undergone
great sufferings, indignities, and
deaths cannot but have much illwill on
those who are directly or inadvertently
responsible. These are human traits
which must be considered in the eva-
luation of such events.

Despite the condemnation of the
deed, it must still be viewed in the light
of compulsions and motivations that
may have brought it about. Suicidal
attacks and immolations due to sudden
emotions are but aberrations of the
thinking process, and are common
enough. Killers hired with rewards
and gold are at the beck and call of
power aspirants of all sorts, even for
desperate enterprises. But the long
contemplated and willed supreme sac-
rifice with self triggered death, for a
cause that he or she would not live to
reap, must need consideration, apart
from the deed itself. To right or venge a
wrong has its own justification for
those who make the supreme sacrifice.
Many are those who will raise their
hands in self righteous horror at vio-
lence, but incapable of the smallest
sacrifice except for selfish ends.
Weighed in the balance, the supreme
sacrifice challenges the hollow pro-
testations of those who hide their crav-
ing for power by great protestations.

It also must be considered that those
who are responsible directly or in-
directly for the infliction of suffering
and death of innocent people must
anticipate reprisal or retribution in
some form or other, whatever be the
needs of state or political imperatives.
A parent who bewails the killing of
loved ones, a spouse who mourns the
death of a lifelong partner and suppor-
ter, a girl whose life is blasted for ever
by rape, or a youth tortured and
maimed must all cry for vengeance or
punishment on whomsoever they be-
lieve responsible for their plight.

Although identities and methods are
still being probed, no conclusive evi-
dence proved, suspicions and charges
strongly denied, it would be relevant to
briefly dwell on the relations between
Rajiv and the Sri Lankan Tamil Com-
munity, any of whose members could
still be suspected. For over three de-
cades, the Sri Lankan Tamils had been
at the reeiving end of harassment,
discrimination, and violence at the
hands of the Sinhala majority, and in
Jaly 1983 a communal holocaust of
terror, violence and looting, and mur-
der was launched by Sinhala goondas

and mobs, on the helpless Sri Lankan
Tamil Community in the South. There
is little doubt that leading politicians in
power had helped to plan and direct
the violence and it was apparent that
state security and military agencies
had also a hand. On the pretext of
crushing Tamil militants the Sinhala
army engulfed the Tamil region with
violence, murder, rape, loot and de-
vastation. The embattled Community
was under siege, and longed and
prayed for Indian assistance to halt the
horror.

It was then that the entry of the
Indian army (IPKF) sent by Rajiv
purportedly to succour the besieged
Tamils was welcomed with songs and
garlands. To their great horror and
chagrin, the Indian army soon turned
on the Tamils with savage fury impos-
ing destruction, killing, looting, rape
and devastation over the whole Tamil
region on the pretext of taming the
LTTE militants who had restarted the
violence against Sri Lankan and Indi-
an directives. Militants and civilians
were not spared, and thousands of
innocent civilians — old and young,
were killed, often in cold blood as
reprisals for militant resistance. The
Indian army did not and could not
discriminate between the LTTE mili-
tants and the civilians since all Tamils
resented the brutalities of the army. A
revealing instance was the questioning
of an Army officer at Amritsar, on
leave from Sri Lanka who had with
him a quantity of broken gold jewel-
lery, as reported in the Indian papers.
It was merely the tip of the iceberg.
The incident that triggered the start of
hostilities is generally attributed to the
callous disregard for Tamil susceptibi-
lities and militants’ security, by New
Delhi. On arrival of the Indian army,
peace was declared in the North and
East. But 17 LTTE leading militants
were captured on the high seas by the
Sri Lankan Navy the Sri Lankan
Government demanded the captives to
be sent to Colombo. There was little
doubt that these militants would have
been subjected to torture, humiliation
and death despite the peace accord
which was the purpose for which Rajiv
sent the IPKF. Although the Indian
commander and even the Indian
ambassador in Sri Lanka protested,
New Delhi agreed to the transfer of the
captives to Colombo. It has been
asserted that it was the intention of
the high ups, to precipitate the LTTE
into reprisal violence so that it could be
crushed on that excuse, and so elimin-
ate Tamil capabilities to satisfy some
secret terms of the Accord.

The Tamils in general and the mili-
tants in particular had long suspected
the goodwill of Rajiv. His attitude at
the Thimpu Conference to Sri Lankan
Tamil aspirations, and the surrender

Continued on page 23
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Closing date for completed grid and coupon to be received is 30

September 1991.

Answers and the name of the winner - first all correct entry
rulled out of a bag — will be announced in the October 1991
ssue.

The winner will receive a prize of £20.00 sterling.
All entries should be sent to: Tamil Times, P.O. Box 121, Sutton,

Surrey SM1 3TD, UK.

Across.

1. Western Indian Ocean republic of
115 islands, a splendid example of
appropriate Third World development
(10)

11. East African capital city, briefly (3)
12. Stem of a rattan palm or a Malay-
sian state (7)

14. Directed (5)

16. Rich French cake (6)

17. Indicates low frequency (2)

18. Conjunction used to join alterna-
tives (2)

19. Printer’'s measure (3)

20. Elizabeth Regina (2)

;281). Specialist table for cue and a ball

23. Southwest Asian river rises in
Lebanon, flows through Syria and
Turkey and falis into the Mediterra-
nean (3)

24. international car registration for
Ecuador could be even a London
central zone (2)

25, Sri Lankan cartoonists and satire
writers often referred to the late Mr.
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike as the elec-
tric fishy one (3)

26. The Buddhist monk that passes
into Nirvana at death (5) -

28. Knock (3)

30. Briefly ‘sound’ or South Dakota in
USA (2)

31. ‘A longer way to go' Sound of
Music (2)

32. Rhode Island in USA (2)

33. Transistor fransistor logic, briefly
(3)

34. Guyanese rum a Creole delight in
the West Indies (6)

37. One hundred dinars in Iran (4)
38. Anuradhapura’s world renowned
sacred tree (2)

"39. Non liquet, it is not clear, briefly (2)
40. Longest division of geological
time, possibly two or more eras (3)

41, Elaborate song arrangement for
accompanying a solo voice (4)

43. Not out (2)

45. North of North East (3)

46. Situated southwest to Sri Lanka
(are 1087 coral istands of this republic
8)

49. Vital body fluid (3)

60. Kambar was one, Oddakkoothar
was another and Puhalenthi was a
third one and there were many great
ones.

Down:

2. Enlightment when spiritually uplift-
ing (11)

3. Jaffna’s king variety is super break-
fast food (3)

4. A language born of extended con-
tact between French and African lan-
guages (6)

5. One sixth of an inch used as a key
printer’'s measure (2)

6. Too much can make some really
loutish (5)

7. Suburb of Cardiff seat of the oldest
bishopric of Wales (8)

8. Consumes (4) .

9. Scottish Certificate of Education (3)
10. Settled by the Dutch in 1638,
abandoned, taken by the French in
1715 and the British in 1810, a West
Im)jian Ocean Commonwealth state
9

13. Head of State and ultimate author-
ity during Rome’s glorious period (6)

14. Led a revolution and within a*

decade transformed his country from
abject poverty to a great degree of
development (6,4)

15. Lack of moisture in its extreme
form (6)

22. World famed island is a living
natural history museum (7)

B F F .o
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77 B 0
|
)

23. Anno Hegirae, the Muslim era (2)
27. In the tropics it is a monsoonal
feature (4)

29, Aircraft in numbers popularly (6)
35. Baffle and frustrate to defeat (4)
36. Alert or responsive (5)

41. Unit of electric current (3)

42). Briefly, automatic data processing
3

44. Trap (3)

47. Priestess of Hera turned into a
beautiful heifer in Greek mythology (2)
48. Special police force of Nazi Ger-
many (2) .

Quiz Crosswords — 5: Solutions.

Across: 1. Vishnu. 6. Kalki. 10. Acre. 11, Alf. 12. Re. 13. MB. 15, Pique. 17.
Upas. 18. Rev. 20. Heard. 23. Rhea. 24. Aired. 24. An. 26. Sam. 28. Al
Hasa. 30. IRA. 31. Kos. 33. Anu. 34. Pain. 35. Urim. 37. True. 39. Ca. 40.
Ramachandra. 43. MCH. 44. Demi. 46. Ayah and 47. Matsaya.

Down: 1. Varaha. 2. Ice. 3. SR. 4. Hem. 5. UN. 6. Krishna. 7. Laurasia. 8.
Klee. 9. If. 14. Buddha. 15. Parasurama. 16. Narasimha. 19. Vamana. 21.
El. 22. Rel. 27. Arica. 29. Anthem. 31. Kurma. 32. Oracy. 34. Ped. 36. Ma.

38. Unit. 41. CD. 42. Ria and 45. Pa.

Winner: Pratheev Manikavasagar, P.O. Box 34939, Lusaka, Zambia.

Continued from page 22

of the 17 militants helped to confirm
suspicions that the Peace Accord
signed between the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment and Rajiv was primarily for
the purpose of curbing Tamil resurg-
ence in Sri Lanka, lest it inspire simi-
lar aspirations in Tamil Nadu. The
unchecked atrocities lasting almost
three, years resulted in thousands of
civilians being killed, untold devasta-
tion, and even worse, rape of girls and
women, a crime unforgivable in the
eyes of the Tamils. Despite protests
and even international condemnation,
hardly any action was taken to halt the
atrocities, and the high command was
blamed, not without reason. The atro-
cities inflicted on the Tamil Commun-
ity has been described in some detail in
a book titled ‘Broken Palmyrah’ by
four Dons of the University of Jaffna
(published by the Sri Lanka Studies
Institute). Although armies on foreign
soil are prone to atrocities and human
rights violations, the long continued

unchecked horror resulted in deep ani-

mosity of Tamils against those re-
sponsible at the top. Whatever might
be the political objectives and state
policies, there was no doubt of the
atrocities, and the Tamils even joined
the Sinhala Government to request the
departure of the IPKF. What was
supposed to be an Accord, even to be
imposed by violence, was found to be a
disaster for all including India. The
thanks Rajiv got for the ill fated and
misconceived intervention, was the
deep illwill of the Sri Lankan Tamils
and also the distrust of the Sinhalese.
This was highlighted in a blow aimed
at Rajiv’s head with the butt of a rifle
by a Naval rating at a Sinhala guard of
honour. If Rajiv had not ducked his
head in time, his tragic death would
have occurred earlier. The naval rat-
ing, though imprisoned for the deed,
has been released and is virtually a.
hero. \

It has been a case of sowing the wind
and reaping the whirlwind. There is
lttle doubt that the Sri Lankan adven-
ture, whatever be the power motiva-

tions, was a tragic mistake, harmful to
all and particularly to the Sri Lankan
Tamils who expected succour from a
kindred race. To India too it was a
tragic mistake, for the reputation of its
formidable army was blemished, its
conduct in the field questionable, apart
from over four thousand casualties,
incuding many soldiers maimed for
life, and a cost of probably 1000 crores
of rupees which could have funded
many a project for India’s poor. The
cost of equipment and loss of lives is
staggering.

In the end, the army departed ‘un-
honoured and unsung’. In view of the
sacrificial resistance of the LTTE.
against the genocidal atacks of the Sri
Lankan Government, it would be a
distortion of truth to claim that the
Tamils have little sympathy for the
LTTE, though such is the excuse for
attacking the Tamils en masse. What-
ever the intentions of Rajiv’s accord, to
the Tamils, it was a perceptible disas-
ter in effect. Betrayal or hurt by a

- " Continued on page 26
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CLASSIFIED ADS

First 20 words £10.
Each additional word 60p.
Charge for Box No. £3.
(Vat 17'/2% extra)

Prepayment essential
The Advertisement Manager,
Tamil Times Ltd, PO Box 121,

Sutton, Surrey SMI 3TD
Phone: 081-644 0972

MATRIMONIAL

Jatfna Hindu seeks partner for brother, 35,
employment in London. Please send particu-
lars, horoscope. M 509 c/o Tamil Times.

Jatfna Hindu seeks groom for sister, 37,
music graduate teacher in Colombo, qualified
programmes, T.V. Send particulars, horo-
scope. M 510 Tamil Times.

Batticaloa Hindu brother seeks partner for
his brother, 34, accountant, CIMA finalist in
London. Send details horoscope. M 511 c/o
Tamil Times.

Christian Tamil parents seek groom for their
daughter, pretty, fair, 55", well educated,
race religion no bar. M 512 c/o Tamil Times.
Jaffna Hindu brother seeks partner for fair
economics graduate sister, 32, Mars in eighth
house. Send details horoscope. M 513 c/o
Tamil Times.

Christian/Catholic Jaffna Tamil parents
seek professional groom for daughter, 21,
homely, convent educated, attractive, British
citizen. M 514 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu brother (Australian citizen, 31,
Computer Systems Officer) seeks marriage
for sister, 35, trained teacher in Jaffna.
Widower, divorcee, inter-marriage also consi-
dered. Send full details, horoscope. M 515 c/o
Tamil Times.

Friend invites correspondence from edu-
cated Sri Lankan females for Sri Lankan
Tamil Catholic professional, 32, highly edu-
caled, well established, financially secure, US
permanent resident. M 516 ¢/o Tamil Times.
Jaffna Hindu brother seeks partners for
sisters, 42 and 36, ideal housewives. Divor-
cees considered. Please reply M 517 c/o
Tamil Times.

ENGAGEMENT

Dr. M.J. Jayarajah and Miss J.B. Marks.

The engagement is announced between
Mohan only son of Mr. & Mrs. D.C. Jayarajah
of Sutton, Surrey, UK. and Jennifer eldest
daughter of Mr. P. Marks of Penzance and
Mrs. R. Wheeler of Emsworth, Hampshire,
UK.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following couples on
their recent wedding.

Dr. Erajasekeran son of Mr. & Mrs. S.
Annamuttu, P.O. Box 6957, Boroko, Papua,
New Guinea and Jeyagowre daughter of Mr.
& Mrs. Sittampalam, 15 Airlie Bank Road,
Morwell, Victoria 3840, Australia on 14.7.91
at West Strathfield Bowling Club, Homebush,
NSW 2140, Australia.

Dr. Tilly, son of Mr. & Mrs. T. Sivaramalingam
of 23 Arthur Street, Winchester MAQ1890,
USA and Brinda daughter of Mr. & Mrs. S.
Sathiamoorthy of 75 Qaklands Road, Han-
well, London W7 2DT on 10.8.91 at Green-
ford Town Hall, Greenford, Middx., U.K.

OBITUARIES

Sabapathy- Kanakeswary, Relict of Sam A.
Sabapathy, Proctor and First Mayor of Jaffna,
beloved mother of Padmini (U.K.), mother-in-
law of Dr. C.K. Thurairatnam (U.K.) and much
loved grand mother of Sumathie, Malathi and
Sudharshan (all of U.K.), Udishtra and Vish-
numohan (Australia), passed away peacefully
on 2nd July 1991 and was cremated at
Villundi, Jaffna on 3rd July — 3 B Folkestone
Road, Walthamstow, London E17 9SD.

Kanagarajah -~ Herbert Rasiah, beloved
husband of Pearl Selvaranee (nee Sanders);
father of Dhayanthi, Vasanthi (Melbourne,
Australia); grandfather of Rebecca; beloved
son of the late Mr. & Mrs. S.K. Rasiah
(Tellipailai, Sri Lanka),; brother of Selvaranee,
Amirtharanee, Thevaranee (London, U.K.)
and the late Selvarajah passed away peace-
fully at his home in Melbourne, Australia on
25th July 1991. Sadly missed by all his loved
ones and friends. — 31 Donald Street, Black-
burn South, Victoria 3130, Australia. Tel: 03
894 3366.

Mrs. Visaladchy Selvavinayagamoorthy
(80) of Alaveddy, relict of the late N. Selvavi-
nayagamoorthy (Eye Physician), beloved
mother of Devanathan, Sivalingam and Mrs.
Chitra Kuganesan (all of Sri Lanka); Mrs.
Gnanasakthy Navaratnarajah and Subrama-
niam (both of Canada); and Viknarajah (Cam-
bridge, U.K.) passed away peacefully on
1.8.91 and was cremated in Kokuvil, Sri
Lanka on 2nd August — 47 Malvern Road,
Cherry Hinton, Cambridge, CB1 4LH, UK.
Tel: 0223 248785. .

IN MEMORIAM

Mayilvaganam Velummayilum JP. UM.
Attomey-at-law and former Chairman, Urban
Council, Point Pedro, Sri Lanka, whose
second anniversary of his passing away is on
31.8.91. Sadly missed by his loving wife,
children Thayanandarajah (U.K.), Nithiyanan-
darajah (New Zealand), Mayilvaganarajah
(U.K.), Chitra, Anandarajah, Krishnarajah and
Jayanthi (all of Sri Lanka), in-laws, friends
and a host of grateful constituents — 59
Edgwarebury Gardens, Edgware, Middlesex.
HA8 8LL.

Mr. Gunaratnam, Divisional Superintendent
of Post Offices, on the first anniversary of his
passing away on 28th August 1990.

Sadly missed by his loving wife Rani, Children
Thiru, Vasuki, Devaki (Australia), Sutharsan
(U.K.), Saratha Devi; son-in-law Radhakrish-
nan (Australia); grand daughter Mayurica,
sister and in-laws — 59 Edgwarebury Gar-
dens, Edgware, Middx. HA 8 8LL.

In loving memory of Mrs. Sinnathangam
Suppiah (Retired Head Mistress, Arunasa-
lam Vidyasalai, Alaveddy Sri Lanka) on the
third anniversary of her passing away on
20.8.88.

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by
her children Sivathasan and Sivarupavathy;
daughler-in-law Sivadevi; son-in-law Siva-
subramaniam and grand-children Kuhan,
Nirupa, Meera, and Parathan — 303 Hemp-
stead Road, Gillingham, Kent M37 3QJ. - -
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'FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sept. 1 3.30pm Novena af Asian Chaplain-
cy, 548 Gt Peler Street, London SWIP
2HA. Tel: 071 2895,

Sept. 1. £30pm Vielin Samarpanam of
Arvind Jayan at London Sri Murugan Tem-
Ple, 78 Church Aoad, Londan E12 6AF.

Sepl. 1 2.00 fo 7.00pm West London Tamil
School, Wembley organises Barbecue &
Sporls Meet at Wembley High School
Grounds, East Lane, Wembley, Middx.
Sept. 7 7.00pm Ms. Pathminl Gunaseslan
of Narthana Kalalaya presents Bharatha
Natya Arangetram of Sujatha, Ameera &
Gunalogi daughters of Mr. & Mrs.
Gunasegaram of Edmonion at Lagan Hall, 20
Bedford Way, London WECI Tal: 081 509
1263,

Sept. 7 4.00pm New York Tamil Sangam
holds International Tamil Dance Contest in
New Brunswick High School Auditorium, New
Jersey, USA for Belasaraswali Award. Tel
{718) 377 6491.

Sept. 8 Ammavasal

Sept. 11 8.0dpm Nritta by Stella Uppal
Subbish al The Place Theatre, 17 Duke's
Road. London WCT. Tel: 0771 387 0037,
Sept. 15 /2.30pm Skanda Varodaya Col-
lege Oid Students (U.K.) Association's
Annual Lunch, A.G.M. & Variety Entertain-
ment al Lola Jones Hall, Greaves Place, off
Garrall Lane, London SW17 ONE. Tel: 081
B81 2052 / 692 0823,

Sept. 15 6.30pm LOFUG with
Shakespeare's School of Orlental Dancing
presents with live music, Bharatha Matyam
and Kuchipudi By Nirthaperiyar Srl J.
Venkatachalapathy ai Winston Churchiil
Hall, Pinnway, off Bury Street, Ruislip, Midd.
Tel: 0923 225851/223987, 081 9571 0594,
Sept. 16 Aavani Moolam,

Sept. 21 7.30pm Chundikuli — St Johns
Past Puplis Association AGM £ Dinner
Dance al Woodhouse Sixth Form Collage,
Woodhouse Road, London N12. Tel: 081 200
6743, 021 471 3629 & 0702 524661,

Sept. 21 7.30pm Sutton Subrang presents
with five music Bharatha Natyam by Indhu-
mati Srikumar, Nattuvangam Nirthaperiyar
Sri J. Venkatachalapathy & Kathak by
Sushmita Ghosh al Secombe Cenire,
Cheam Road, Sution, Surey. Tel: 081 542
Q87070 4642,

Sept. 21 7.30pm fo 2.00am Past Bridge-
teens In UK., Annual Dinner & Dance,
Forum Hotel, Cromwell Road, SW7. Tl
Calista 081 848 9793 & Srimalee 0871 853
3207

Sept 22 6.30pm Smt. Selvalaxmi Ramak-
rishan of The Laxml Arts Cantre presents
‘Natyanjall' which includes the Dance Drama
‘Krishna Parjatham’ at the Beck Theatre,
Hayes, Middx.

Sept. 23 Full Moon, Purattathi Sani {First
weak).

Sepl. 26 & 27 B.00pm Pushkala Gopal &
Unnikrishnan present a bend of Bharatha
Nalyam Kathakai & Folk Dance in 'The
Taming of the Shrew’ at The Place Theatre.
Tl 071 387 0031,

Sept. 28 7.00pm West London Tamil
School presents with iive orchesira a spec-
trum of Bharata Matyam by Mira Balachan-
dran - Gokul at Acton Town Hall, Londen
W3. Tel: 081 743 B289/841 5186,

At the Bhavan Centra, 4A Castetown
Road, London Wi4 9HQ. Tel: 071 381
30B6/4068.

Sept. 12 7.30pm Ganesh Chaturthi Bha-
jans, Puja & Prasad. All welcome.

Sept. 14 7.00pm & Sept. 15 6.30pm Hindus-
tani Vocal by Gangubal & Krishnaa
Hangal.

Sept. 21 7.00pm Karnatic Vocal by TK.
Govinda Aao.

Sepl. 22 5.30pm Kathak by Sabodh Rathod
& Lurie Eisler.

SepL 27 7.45pm & Sept. 29 6.30pm Clar-
ionet by AK.C. Natarajan.

An Arangetram
with a Difference .

Thirteen year old Sumangala Sooriakumaran
a Student of Vazuvoorar siyle of Bharata
Matyam pleased the hundreds of inviteas wilh
her brlliant perormance at the Common-
wealth Instifule Thealre on 22nd June. At the
and of the performance | met a welknown
dancer frained in Adayar Kalakshetra style
and discussed lithe Sumi's performance. The
dancer was very frank in her reply. 'l as a
student of the Kalakshalra style always had
resgfvations about the Vazuvoorar style and
had always fell that the performers undor thal
shyle were slow and not very appealing, But
Surni changed my enlire impression!’

Sumi did change the ideas and miseoncep-
tons many had in their minds. Sumi was
frained by Shrimathi Girjja Varothayasingham
al frer Nadana Brahmam Dancing School for
the past five years. Shrimathi Girja already
has four students to her credi who have
complalad their Arangetrams.

Sumi's parformance slarted punclually at
fpm (a fact almost ignored in most Tamil
functions). The participaling artistes Vocalist
Shrimathi Ambika Thamotheram, Violinist
Shrimathi Rudrani Balakrishnan, Mirudangam
Player Shree Balashi Rasiah and the Flautist
Dr. T. Nimalaraj were all Brought fo the centre
of the staga inlo the spotlight and infroduced
to.the audience, Sumi opered her perform-
ance with Pushpanjali followed by Alarippu,
Jathiswaramn, and Varnam (Swami Noe Man-
amirangi). Very offen one finds thal coslurme
changes by a performer just before Vamam
take anyihing up to thifty minutes. This delay
was avoided in Sumi’s performance when
she performed non stop right from the stan
through the Vamam unhf the main intermis-

sion withou! fnferruplions, This was a vary
pleasant change from the nom.

The second half of the programme con-
sisted of lhree Pathams one of which was on
Lord Shiva (Kaila Malthan) and the next on
Goddess Shakthi (Adhi Parasakihi), There
was a musical interlude during which the
audiance were able{o see and hear Shrimathi
Ambika Thamotheram in her melodious voice
singing a song on Goddess Shakihi,

Sumi changed infa & young Maiden's cos-
lume to perform or more or less act a part
based on the weilknown Tamil posl Bhar-
athiyar's very popular song ‘Sinnanchiry
Kiliye Kannamma' The young maiden
aftends to har child's needs, bathes the child,
daresses her, leeds her, plays with her and
finally puls her to sleep. When Sumi withdrew
at the end of this item the audience gave her a
thunderous applavse. Sumi refumed o the
slage immediately and asked them by her
Abhingya ‘nol la disturb the sleeping child” to
the amusement of the avdionce whose ap-
plause was much greater than the previous
time. An interesting idea indesd.

The last two items Javali ‘Kelivai Ponatha-
4’ and the Thillana were very fas! and
appealing. Sumi perdormed these britiantly
just like the rast of the items in her Aranget-
ram. We were able fo note thal Sumi who is
only thiean was able fo perform and depict
by her Abhinayas and Bhavas the emations of
& young maiden, a young girl in love with Lord
Krishna - subject of ridicule among her
friends elc. The Iraining given o har by
Shrimathi Girla Varolhayasingham and the
assistance givan fo her by Sumi's mother —
Shrimathi Umaiyal Soorakumaran {formerly
Miss Ratnasingam) a Bharata Nalyam dancer
of her own right was clearly evident in Sumi's
performance,

I am sure thal many members of (he
dudience would agree that Sumi by her
performance has proved that she has a verny
promising future in Bharata Nalyam.,

-— Wimal Sockanathan.

Sculptured Elegance
in Rhythm

Experience and ialent and a total dedication
Io ihe finest elements of the Bharata Natyam
and Kuchipud' were richly eviden! in 8 concert
of-dancing performed by Anandavalli at the
Baden Powell House, London under the
auspices of the Academy of Fine Arts an 29
June 1997,




26 TAMIL TIMES

15 AUGUST 1991

Anandavalli made her debut with her
arangetram at the age of nine and was
immediately and most deservingly hailed as a
child prodigy. She progressed from there
under the instructions of Mylapore Gowrie
Ammal and Vazhurvoor Ramaya Pillai and
later was also tutored by Adayar Lakshma-
nan, Vazhurvoor. R. Samarraj and Udupi
Laxminarayan.

Based in Sydney, Australia and heading.
the fully fledged dance.school ‘Lingalayam’,
Anandavalli maintains an international per-
formance schedule. Her school and her stu-
dents have won community and critical
acclaim for their highly professional standard
of performance and production.

Anandavalli at her Baden Powell House
concert, began her performance with
Vinayakkar Anjali in the traditional Hamsadh-
wani raga to the beat of adi, and from there
went onto the more elaborate Varnam in the
Natakurinji raga.

Following the intermission her repertoire
included Krishna Sabdam and Shivashtakam
(Mohanam) in the Kuchipudi traditions, and
then resumed with Padam (Durga), and
Thillana (Dhanashree) in the Bharatha
Natyam traditions.

Anandavalli also treated the audience to a
demonstration of the various aspects of the
dance and their meanings before she per-
formed the most demanding Vamam Piece,
Swami Nan Unthan Adimal. The varnam
embodied the glorious virtues of Shiva the
Lord of the Dance describing him as the

Supreme being — the saviour, the redeemer -

and the compassionate one. This dance
highlighted the sculpturesque poses of the
many attributes of Lord Shiva.

A Brisbane newspaper once commented
that Anandavalli has to dance for only a few
minutes for an audience to realise she is
something special. After her London perform-

" ance, she left the audience without any doubt
that she indeed is very special. Her artistry,
portrayal and the ease with which she com-

. municated the message of the dance was an
enriching and soothing experience.

Sangeeta’s Salangaipooja

The Assembly Hall of Walthamstow echoed
with the drum beats, cymbals dhd the co-
ordinating jingling of the ankiet Bells on 15th
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June 1991. The occasion was the Bharatha
Natya Arangetram of the diminutive but confi-
dent 11-years-old Sangeeta daughter of Sri.
& Smt. Sivagnanasundram of 105 Essex
Road, London E10. A colourful brochure
designed by Krishnarajah along with the
traditional customs weicomed one and all to
the auditorium.

A very proud guru Smt. Ragini Rajagopal
was waiting to present her third graduate to
the critics and art lovers. Sangeeta stepped
on the stage for her debut with Pushapanjali
and Alarippu and proceeded to thrill the
captivated audience with her varied reper-
toire. The choreographic skills of Ragini were
evident with Sangeeta’s rendering of the
multifaceted Varanam Sakiye in Ragam
Sankaraparanam and the Andal Thiruppavai.
The composition of the rhythmic Jathis were
evident with Sangeeta’s speedy footwork in
the Varanam and Thillana. Sangeeta per-
formed the Thandava of Lord Natarajah to a
kaleidoscopic light and spectacular smoke
effect. Ragini's skills as a trained Nattuvanar
were evident. She was ably supported by
mellifiuous vocalist Smt. Mathini Sriskanthar-
ajah; the talented multipercussionist Sri.
Muthu Sivarajah on the Mirudangam, the
eminent violinist Dr. Lakshmi Jeyan, the
melodious flute of Smt. Kamala Path-
manathan, the talented Sri. Arumugam
Balendran on the veena and another mul-
tipercussionist Sri. Kandiah Sithampar-
anathan on the morsing.

There is no doubt that the efforts and the
hours of intense and dedicated work put in by
Sangeeta’s parents contributed a great deal
to the success of the debut. There is also no
doubt that their continued encouragement will
help Sangeeta develop her talents further.
Smt. Ragini Rajagopal with her consummate
skills as a teacher will undoubtedly continue
to promote this divine art form with endless
zeal and dedication fo many more youngs-
ters, thereby bridging the West culturally with
the East.

High Street Enterprise

Sri Lankan entrepreneur George Devarajah
met a long felt need of the residents of New
Addington, Surrey, by converting his shop to
provide post office facilities as well. The
opening of this enterprise was marked by a
three-hour street party with children's enter-
tainers and a speech by the local Member of
Parliament, former Minister of Transport, Mr.
John Moore.

Some residents, however, are demanding
a full scale Crown Post Office but Roger
Stiles, Post Office local network manager said
it was untrue there was enough business to
support a bigger office with four sub-post
offices in New Addington.

Mr. Devarajah, the proprietor of Pond
Travel in Thornton Heath, Surrey, was of the
view that his services will adequately meet
local demands and help in particular the
étderly folks.

Mr. Devarajah is one among the younger
 Sri Lankan Tamils who have taken to High

4"8}reet enterprises and small ventures such as
“¥ub-post offices, grocery shops, auto service
“Sations, mini-cabs, record bars, fast-food
-countérs and restaurants. In many of these
they have begun to provide services of highly
commendable standards.

This is not only true of London but also

e

several other urban centres in the UK as well
as in Canada, Australia and Western Europe.
It appears that the incredible obsession Sr
Lankan Tamils had all these years for careers
only in the medical, engineering, public ser-
vice and legal professions and later in the
field of accountancy is now disappearing.

Sri Lankan grocery shops unlike the highly
impersonal Supermarkets, have a welcome
cultural dimension to them. Just like the
coffee shops of old of which the English poet
and lexicographer, Samuel Johnson spoke
much as a meeting place for conversation
and the exchange of pleasantries among
folks of the neighbourhood, Sri Lankan estab-
lishments have also become an extension of
the families in the various localities, just like
how it was in North and East Sri Lanka,
developing the sense of the parish.

India Wins Nataraja Casé

The House of Lords unanimously refused the
petition of the Canadian company, Bumper
Development Corporation for leave to appeal
against the ruling of the High court, thus
bringing to a successful conclusion India’s
patile over the Nataraja statue which had
lasted 9 years. )

The Nataraja, a 12th-century bronze sta
of Shiva was stolen from a temple in Tamilna-
du in 1976 and was bought by Bumper
Development Corporation in good faith in
London. Before it could be exported to Cana-
da, it was impounded by Scotland Yard in
1982.

The trial began in November 1986 and
lasted 40 days and the landmark judgment
which was given in 1988 ruled that the statue
bought by Bumper was stolen from Pathur
(Tamilnadu) and that the Temple and the
state of Tamilnadu possessed the right to sue
for its recovery. Bumper then appealed to the
Court of Appeal, arguing that the courts of
Britain ought not allow a Hindu God to sue in
this country. Bumper further claimed that the
Sovereign was the highest power in the UK.
and this was in any case a Christian Kingdom.
The Court of Appeal on 13.2.90 affirmed the
earlier decision and refused Bumper's ap-
plication. Bumper then petitioned the House
of Lords for leave to appeal to the House of
Lords and this has also been refused.

The bronze idol is expected to be returned
to Tamilnadu in the near future.

Continued from page 23

supposed friend is far more hurtful
than the violence of the enemy. It is a
fact of life that ‘violence begets vio-
lence’ and chickens come home to
roost. The above is in no way meant to
condone or excuse the deed, but is
meant to be an appeal to India in
particular that animosity and illwill
against the Sri Lankan Tamils and
their struggle against Sinhala injus-
tice, is unjust. Many homes in Sri
Lankan Tamil regions are adorned
with pictures of Indira Gandhi, Nehru
and Gandhi, and to them, India is the
motherland from whence their ances-
tors came.

Violence and mistakes are but reac-
tions to events, which must be evalu-
ated above frail human emotions and
superficial perceptions.
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Bhavan’s
Bookshop

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
4A Castletown Road, London W14 9HQ

Tel: 071 610 1575/ 071 381 3086
Visit our Bookshop for

Best collection of Books etc. on
Indian culture and music

@ Latest Publications on Indian Art,
Philosophy, Culture, Yoga, Music,
Dance, History & Religion

Latest Asian Magazines

CDs & Audio Cassettes on Indian
Classical, Devotional & Folk Music

® Musical Instruments at Competitive
prices with guarantees

Open: Monday ~ Friday 12 noon to 6 pm;
Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Also open during all Concerts & Programmes

&

CITY OF LONDON COLLEGE
OF HIGHER EDUCATION

9-10 The Pavement P.O. Box 481
Clapham Common London SW4 0BQ
Tel: 071-498 0877 Fax: 071-978 1981

HOTEL MANAGEMENT

BUSINESS STUDIES
SECRETARIAL STUDIES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

FASHION DESIGN

HAIRDRESSING

JOURNALISM

PUBLIC RELATIONS

CLCHE is a fully accredited international
Community College in London

Internationally
recognised
Courses

Travel & Tourism
Airline Management

Shipping & Transport
Administration

Marketing, Banking,
Accounting & Advertising

Computer studies &
Information Technology

Estate Management &
Interior Design

LIFESTYLE G.B. LTD.

* Eat one cookie or cake (approx 200 calories)as a
meal repiacement to lose those pounds and inches
you do not want.

*  Suitable for vegetarians
Distributors wanted countrywide — Muiti level marketing

»

*  Minimal outlay

Bala Singam

40 Highlands Gdns.,
liford, Essex IG1 3LD
Tel: 081 518 5904.

Contact:

PHILOMIN & CO
SOLICITORS
FOR ALL LEGAL SERVICES
Conveyancing, Criminal Litigation, Immigration,
Matrimonial, Probate Wills, Power of Attorney
LEGAL AID WORK UNDERTAKEN
TEL: 071-723 3018

109 Bell Street,
Marylebone, London NW1 6TL

If serious lliness strikes
who'll pay the mortgage?

Abbey Life will!

How? By using one of our Mortgage Master Endowment
plans with the new Living Assurance benefit option.
You need never worry about losing your home if a certain
iliness strikes. Contact me to discuss in detail your
mortgage protection needs without obligation

Residence Office
*. Brading Road, Whitgift Branch
jor , Surrey . Abbay Lite House
R0 38R 51 Wandle Road, Croydon
Tek: 081-684 8509 Surre&, CR9 9EL
TEL: 081-681 1326

Morigage Master is a unit linked endowment assurance issued by Abbey
Life Insurance Co. Ltd. Units can go down as well as up.
Abbey Life Assurance Co. Ltd. Is 8 Member of Lautro & ABI

o
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ABTA

wSri Lanka

London-Colombo-London
Fares from £433
Seats Available
PLUS SOME VERY SPECIAL OFFERS
FOR OUR CLIENTS ONLY:

* A free meal at the Hotel Holiday Inn’s Alhambra Moghul
Speciality Restaurant serving a wide selection of deliciously
prepared Moghul dishes

* A free buffet meal at the famous Ran Malu restaurant at the
Hotel Lanka Oberoi s| ecialising in seafood of Sri Lanka as
well as Indian and Chinese cuisine

For bookings and instant reservations, telephone:
071-229 7686 (4 lines )/071-229 9631 (6 lines)
284 Westbourne Park Road, London W11 1EH.




Nl [ ONIWEST INTERNATIONAL |
6’66{7”1

TEL: 081-368 9544 FAX: 071 584 8425
TEA CHEST TO COLOMED
} £12.50 OTHER GOODS AT
£2.50 PER CUBIC FOOT.
SHIPPING TEA CHEST T0 AUSTRALIA,
AMERICA AND INDIA
FROM £25
20' & 40’ CONTAINERS TO

L AND FROM SRI LANKA
The COLLECTION CAN BE

bast ARRANGED FROM

Sri L.at'{;‘f&n- ANYWHERE IN THE UK.
FlLanxal DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE

cuisineina IN SRI LANKA
tropical and ECONOMY FLIGHTS TO

~ relaxing SRI LANKA
~ atmosphere TM VEL E"&Tﬁhﬁﬂﬂﬁ CONTAGT
67 Sydenham Rd. ARI OR VICTOR

London SE26 WE CAN ARRANGE ngELsf
ﬁBl—ﬁ?ﬂ 3641 COLOMBO [::F:.I;E SRR

39, 33rd LANE,
WELLAWATTE, COLOMBO 6

TEL: 502 916 FAX: 580 900 TLX: 22270

a tosre of ;;r-:'mdxsr

19, Ryhope Road, London N11 1DR

& Komars

MINI SUPER MARKET
e VISIT US FOR A FRIENDLY SERVICE

WolsNT I (e Varety of Sri Lankan & Indian loods &,

RATHBONE

by fabes i Trenwa L iof

ARLANEA

WE ARE PLEASED

TO INFORM YOU THAT
ALL AIRLANKA FLIGHTS
WILL OPERATE FROM
HEATHROW AIRPORT
FROM THURSDAY

5TH SEPTEMBER.

OUR STAFF WILL BE
GLAD TO PROVIDE ANY
FURTHER INFORMATION
YOU MAY REQUIRE AND

ATTEND TO ALL YOUR y | "
TRAVEL NEEDS. * Tamil & English magazines & newspapers available for sale

Hlassified ilms an hira

A 285 High Street North, Manor Park, London E12 65L
TEL: O71-580 4360 Tel: 081-471 5742

55, RATHBONE PLACE Open 7 days a week
LONDON Wi 9am to 9pm

Mail ordars welcome




	1 - (1).BMP
	1 - (2).BMP
	1 - (3).BMP
	1 - (4).BMP
	1 - (5).BMP
	1 - (6).BMP
	1 - (7).BMP
	1 - (8).BMP
	1 - (9).BMP
	1 - (10).BMP
	1 - (11).BMP
	1 - (12).BMP
	1 - (13).BMP
	1 - (14).BMP
	1 - (15).bmp
	1 - (16).BMP
	1 - (17).BMP
	1 - (18).BMP
	1 - (19).BMP
	1 - (20).BMP
	1 - (21).BMP
	1 - (22).BMP
	1 - (23).BMP
	1 - (24).BMP
	1 - (25).bmp
	1 - (26).BMP
	1 - (27).BMP
	1 - (28).BMP

