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Encouraging Signs

The people’s hope and expectation for an end to the ethnic war and a
return to peace which marked the assumption to power of the People’s
Alliance Government seemed suddenly shattered by the bomb attack on
24 October that killed the UNP'’s Presidential candidate and over fifty
others and injured over a hundred persons.

On the one hand there was the belief that the LTTE, the partner in the
peace talks with the Government, was responsible for the bomb attack
and the absence of a forthright official denial by the LTTE unfortunately
reinforced that belief. Then there was a growing perception in the south
of the country, even within some sections of the peace constituency, that
the LTTE was bent on liquidating the southern Sinhala political
leadership one by one. And the extremist forces in the south, although
presently not very powerful, commenced a vitriolic campaign against the
Government alleging complicity and conspiracy with the LTTE. It
appeared that these developments posed great difficulties for the
Government of Mrs. Chandrika Kumaratunga to continue the peace
process at the pace and intensity with which it set out at the beginning.

After a lapse of nearly six weeks, the situation looks much brighter and
more hopeful, and the signs are encouraging. Written exchanges
between the Government and the LTTE have been taking place, and the

JIndications are that both parties may recommence talks sooner than one

feared. The proposed Pope'’s visit to Colombo in January, and the need
for a safe and free passage for Catholics from Jaffna to enable their
travel to Colombo to see the Pope would appear to have provided an
additional impetus for both parties to find a way out of the impasse.

The dispute whether the passage should be through the Sangupiddy-
Pooneryn causeway or the Elephant Pass has to be resolved if the
parties are really concerned about the interest of the people affected. It
is not only a question of seeing the Pope. The civilians of the peninsula
have suffered for years without a safe and free passage
Ordinary civilians have been held to ransom and their right to free
movement denied no doubt by the conflicting claims essentially based
on military considerations by both sides. If one considers the interest of
the people as paramount, then both passages — Sangupiddy/Poeoneryn
and Elephant Pass — should be opened up for people to use without let
or hindrance.

Another factor that was very often trotted out as a stumbling block for
a negotiated peace effort in Sri Lanka was that the Indian Government
remained hostile to such a course. The assurances given by the Indian
Prime Minister during the recent visit by the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
to New Delhi that India fully backed the peace moves and the talks
initiated by the Government of Sri Lanka and would not stand in the way
of any negotiated settlement, one hopes, would help to remove any
fears on this score.

It must now be very clear to everyone that what is in place for a
number of years now is a military stalemate without the ability of either
party to deal a crushing blow to the other and claim military victory.
Neither is there any prospect of such an eventuality occurring. In the
meantime, it is not only the people who are suffering, but also the cadres
on either side are dying day after day in large numbers.

As observed in these columns before, if a fully fledged ceasefire
cannot be achieved, a cessation of offensive operations by Government
Forces and the LTTE and a guarantee for the renunciation of the use of
both military and political violence at least during the run up to and the
duration of the talks must be regarded as a prerequisite for any
meaningful talks to take place in an atmosphere of relative trust.
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Hopes For Peace Kept Alive
- Amidst Military Stalemate

Rita Sebastian, Colombo

The People’s Alliance government
has firmly entrenched itself in power
and its comparison with the opposi-
tion United National Party (UNP),
which is both rudderless and leader-
less, is striking.

The once great UNP built up by
gifted organisers like J.R. Jayewar-
dene, Premadasa, Lalith Athulath-
mudali and Gamini Dissanayake to-
day presents a somewhat abject pic-
ture of political bewilderment and
apathy. The gamble of the party in
fielding a rank outsider like Srima
Dissanayake as Presidential candi-
date didn’t pay off. The widow syn-
drome failed to provide the expected
magic.

The Party today has chosen to lie
low, both inside and outside parlia-
ment. There are those however who
suggest it has no real options at
present as long as the popular tide is
with the PA.

It is this popular tide that oppo-
nents of the regime are watching
cautiously. If the tide turns then the
UNP will be the principle be-
neficiary.

The recent rash of strikes and
mounting industrial unrest and the
abnormal rise in prices, taking even
ordinary items of consumption out of
reach of the poor and the disadvan-
taged sections of society, could take
away some of the strength the gov-
ernment enjoys. This also gives cre-
dence to the view often heard, that
the PA is better at stirring up
populist feelings than at the busi-
ness of governance. :

The PA government is obviously
alive to the fact that it needs to
conserve its popularity for the next
electoral exercise, that of local elec-
tions in March 1995 and parliamen-
tary elections that might follow the
setting up of a new constitution.

The PA government’s first fiscal
measure showed a very clear bias
towards welfare measures and de-
fence. However, the PA government
in its management of the trade
unions is coming under critical scru-
tiny. Many leading companies have
either closed down, or are affected
by labour problems and foreign in-
vestment seems to have virtually
dried up for the moment, and the
business community seems to be

watching and waiting. The package
of economic stimulus they expected
from the government has not been
forthcoming.

Basic infrastructural reforms are
on hold. Reform of the banks and the
privatisation of Sri Lanka Telecom
continue to be frozen, the privatisa-
tion of Sri Lanka Telecom put off by
trade union pressure.

Employers have to reckon with a
newly assertive and even strident
trade union activity. Trade unions
today have a higher profile and
strength than ever before.

The peace process also seems to
have slowed down to a crawl. Skir-
mishes continue between the armed
forces and the Tigers. There are
daily reports of attempted infiltra-
tion into Sri Lankan army bases in
the northern Jaffna peninsula. The
military stalemate continues un-
broken. And the government in-
creased its defence spending in the
‘vote on account’ in November and
there is no let-up in defence pre-
paredness.

From all accounts the military
maintains that it does not want to be
‘taken for another ride’ and has
made it clear to the government that
certain ground rules will have to be
observed if there is going to be a
cessation of hostilities. The Tigers
therefore have few reasons for cheer
in the present circumstances.

The peace constituency however,
is bigger than ever, both in the north
and in the south. The people in the
north living under tremendous
hardships, deprived of electricity
and other rudiments of a modern
society which the rest of the island
takes for granted, yearns for peace
with an intensity that is not lost on
the Tigers.

For the first time the Colombo
government is headed by a popular
leader who is not tainted by com-
munalism. The last elections showed
that Chandrika Kumaratunga was
just as popular in the northeast as
she was in the south.

It is this factor that has kept
hopes alive that the present political
and military impasse can be broken.
The Tigers will have to take into
account the overwhelming desire for

peace on both sides of the ethnic
divide.

However, as long as there are no
clear indications of the contours of a
final settlement, the Tigers can
claim that there is no settlement on
the table, or on offer. The govern-
ment it is said is trying to put
together a peace package that will
satisfy the legitimate aspirations of
the Tamil people.

Meanwhile the clear indication by
Indian Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao, that India is willing to back the
peace process in the island is a
tremendous boost to the Chandrika
Government. It is the first such
indication since the signing of the
controversial Indo-Lanka Accord in
1987. What makes this affirmation
different is that unlike former Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa’s exer-
cise which angered India needlessly,
this peace process is not seen as
antagonistic to India. Both Pre-
madasa and Tiger supremo Vellupil-
lai Prabhakaran were bogey men to
many of India’s political and admi-
nistrative elite at the time.

President Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga has skilfully obtained India’s sup-
port, up to a point, without making
any concessions in advance. She has
played her cards well with a clever-
ness that not even her opponents
can fault.

 TAMIL
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‘We Stand For Liberation,
Not Waiting For Concessions’
— V. Prabhakaran

LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakar-
an in his ‘Great Heroes’ Day’ speech
broadcast over the Voice of Tiger on
November 26 said he was prepared
for peace and laid down some condi-
tions, but ended his speech by call-
ing upon Tamils to take the oath of
Eelam: 'The thirst of the Tigers is
the homeland of Thamileelam.’

The speech reflected the change in
the LTTE’s stance towards the
Chandrika administration following
the government’s reluctance to re-
sume talks with the LTTE after the
assassination of Gamini Dis-
sanayake to which the Tiger leader
did not make any reference in his
speech.

Prabhakaran said that when the
‘Chandrika Government’ extended
its hand for peace they grasped it
with friendship ’but the Sinhala
army does not appear to like finding
a solution to the problem of the
Tamils through peaceful means. The
uncompromising hardline military
activities and war preparation of the
army indicates this. The govern-
ment does not want to act against
the army’s hardline approach.

Under such circumstances it is not .

an easy matter to create an atmos-
phere for peace or normalcy.

’If the Chandrika Government .

has to secure the trust and the good
will of our people it should first find
a solution to their immediate prob-
lems and create an atmosphere for
peace and normalcy in the homeland
of the Tamils,” Prabhakaran said.

Prabhakaran commenced his
broadcast on a pious note. He said:

"We celebrate this day as the holy
day on which we worship in the
temples of our heart dear fighters
who gave up their lives, sacrificed
their lives for the noble ideal that
our people should achieve freedom
and live in freedom with dignity and
honour and the right of self govern-
ment.

Our country has paid an incalcul-
able price for the sake of liberation.
This land has turned into a battle-
field and a river of blood has flowed
on this soil. Qur warriors are dying
even today for the sake of liberation.
All those thousands upon thousands
of tombstones on this soil stand
demanding liberation as their goal.

The figures of the great warriors
whom we encounter on roads, street
corners, and walls appear as witnes-
ses to liberation.

A great political change has taken
place in Sri Lanka. A new govern-
ment has come to power with a new
approach and a new mandate. When
the Chandrika government ex-
tended its hand for peace we grasped
it with friendship. We participated
in talks without any preconditions
or imposing any constraints. As
these talks began in the first stage
we gave precedence to the problems
faced by our people.

The Sinhala army does not appear
to like finding a solution to the
problems of the Tamils through
peaceful means. The uncompromis-
ing hardline military activities and
war preparations of the army show
this truth.

It does not appear that even the
Chandrika government has not
given up the military approach. The
government does not want to act
against the army’s hardline. The
government is not prepared to bring
any pressure on the army. Under
such circumstances it is not an easy
matter to create an atmosphere for
peace or normalcy.

Therefore, if the government has
a true and honest interest in the
path of peace it should be easy only
if the armed forces are also led on
that path.

Stopping war activities removing
the economic embargo, opening the
passage for transport, removing the
ban on the maritime zone, and reset-
tling refugees all depend on the
position of the army.

We stand not as an obstacle on the
path for peace. We have not closed
the doors of peace. We are prepared
for peace. If talks take place again
we will take part in them. We desire
that a solution should be found first
to the daily problems faced by our
people.

If the Chandrika government has
to secure the trust and goodwill of
our people, it should first find a
solution to their immediate prob-
lems and create an atmosphere for
peace and normalcy in the homeland
of the Tamils.

Our movement which fought for
long, shedding blood, has taken the
struggle to a higher stage — to the
point where it has established struc-
tures of self-rule.

Today we stand on a very strong
and solid foundation. We should
never forget that the people who laid
this strong foundation were our
great warriors.

The Sinhala government is in-
terested in (developing) negotiations
with us because we stand on a
strong base as a powerful force.

We will assist the Chandrika gov-
ernment if it takes steps to find a
peaceful solution to the national
problem of the Tamils.

If proper proposals for autonomy
are put forward then we are pre-
pared to examine them.

My Dear Tamil people!

We are a movement fighting for
liberation. We are not an ordinary
group which stands abjectly in ask-
ance of concessions.

Our goal is that we should live
with honour, peace, safety and free-
dom in our home soil, our own soil
which historically belongs to us.

This is our national aspiration. We
ask for a solution which will fulfill
this national aspiration. Only such a
solution can be permanent. Only
that will create a lasting peace.

Until we get that solution, we
should stand as one people rally
round as one nation, with unflin-
ching firmness.

We shall take an' oath on this
national day, on this day when we
remember in our hearts, our war-
riors who laid down their lives for
the liberation of our nation, that we
will firmly stand by our goal.

As we light the lamps in the
‘warriors’ resting ‘abodes’ which are
the temples of freedom, we shall
take this oath as a gift to their souls’
aspirations.

Past Copies of Tamil Times
Past copies of Tamil Times are
available for sale in 12 volumes,
the present series being volume
13. The price of each volume is
£20 by surface mail. Those in-
terested are requested to send a
cheque/draft/money order for £20
for each volume to:

The Circulation Manager, Tamil
Times Ltd., P.O. Box 121, Sut-
ton, SM1 3TD, U.K. The price for
each volume in other currencies is
US$40/Cang47/Aus$54.




6 TAMIL TIMES

15 DECEMBER 1994

GAMINI ASSASSINATION PROBE

Suicide Bomber Identified

Police investigating the bomb attack
that killed UNP Presidential candi-
date Mr. Gamini Dissanayake and
over fifty others are reported to have
achieved a major breakthrough in
identifying the woman suicide bom-
ber. They have tentatively identified
her as a 25-year-old woman named
Malar.

Investigations have revealed that
the suspected suicide bomber lived
for around six months in the resi-
dence of Kumara, the father of Maru
Wasantha at Sidharatha Adi Para,
Kirulapone (opposite Maya Avenue)
until mid-1993.

"She is believed subsequently to
have moved to Rajagiriya and then
to a slum area near the Wellawatte
Spinning and Weaving Mills. She
and her husband, known as Ravi,
paid a rent of about Rs.1,500 per
month. They had two children, a boy
of about two and a girl of around six
months. She was about 24 years old.
When she left Kirulapone suddenly,
it was thought she had eloped with
another man. She left the children
behind, the daughter was left with a
neighbour and the son was taken
away by the father, sources said.

While at Kirulapone she was
known as Malar, or sometimes as
Dayanthi. She could speak no Sinha-
la at all, but was befriended by
Sinhala people in the neighbourhood
who could also speak Tamil, who
helped her with shopping etc. She
said she was from Negombo.

Witnesses in the area who have
been questioned by police have iden-
tified her positively at the police
mortuary. They were also aware ofa
leg wound Malar had which is pre-
sent in the leg of the bomber. They
all state however the bomber’s face
is contorted and difficult to identify..
Police have also recovered Malar’s
passport from a neighbouring Tamil
household whose occupants are now
in custody. From photographs
shown to these witnesses it has also
been established that Babu, the sus-
pected assassin of President Pre-
madasa in May last year, had visited
Malar’s house on several occasions.
Meanwhile a special police team has
been assigned to investigate a per-
son in Wennappuwa who was in-
volved in transporting illicit liquor
and is alleged to have had links with

the Tamil woman suspected to be
the suicide bomber in the Thotalan-
ga bomb blast, a senior police official
said.

The person has now disappeared
and the Police are questioning his
relatives. The CID and Police have
so far questioned more than 300
persons with regard to the Thotalan-
ga bomb blast.

IGP Frank de Silva told a press
conference on 24 November that the
identity of the suicide bomber had
not yet been established though cir-
cumstantial evidence so far
gathered points to the LTTE.

He said that the circumstances
may make one think this was the-
work of the LTTE. But there is no
concrete evidence to say so. It is only
on the basis of positive evidence that
we have to form a conclusion.

He said journalists could form
conclusions on the basis of the cir-
cumstancial evidence collected so
far. The material may be sufficient
for a book. “That is not good enough
for a court of law’, he said.

He said 57 persons died when a
bomb went off at 12.15am on Octo-
ber 24 and the bodies of 55 of them
had been identified. Of the remain-
ing two, one was that of the suicide
bomber and the other a badly muti-
lated body which was beyond recog-
nition.

Ninety-four persons were injured
in that incident and 93 of them had
been identified and their statements
recorded. One person was treated at
the hospital and was discharged.
The Wattala address that he had
given the hospital was found to be
false and the police are trying to

trace this Tamil man.

Investigators have collected valu-
able productions — the damaged
head, hair, dismembered parts of
hands and legs, the switching de-
vice, pieces of ballbearings, denim
cloth, earrings, damaged wearing
apparel, and the cyanide capsule.

The JMO and Governent Analyst
who examined the body parts have
said the hand and the legs belonged
to the suicide bomber who was of a
dark brown complexion, 25 to 28
years of age and 5 feet one inch tall.

The head was badly damaged and
the police obtained the services of
plastic and dental surgeons and with
the help of super imposition and
computer imagery reconstructed the
head.

The IGP said five persons had
positively identified on the basis of
the photographs of the recon-
structed head, that the suicide bom-
ber who was wearing skirt and
blouse, was seated in the third row
at the Totalanga meeting. Photo-
graphs of 31 meetings of Mr. Dis-
sanayake the police studied showed
that the suicide bomber was present
at the Ja-ela and Homagama meet-
ings.

‘We have received many messages
saying that persons looking like the
suicide bomber were found in Kiril-
lapone, Rajagiriya and other places.
We investigated every one of the bits
of information we received. We have
to complete investigations on two
such messages’ the IGP said.

He said the results of the inves-
tigations of the blood samples had
not arrived from Scotland Yard. The
tests done in Britain about the ex-
plosives too have not been received.

‘We are continuing our investiga-
tions. We are even going through all
the massive documents available
with the Registrar of Persons’, the
IGP said..

Full Backing From India
For Govt.’s Peace Moves

Indian Prime Minister Mr. Nara-
simha Rao in his talks with Sri
Lanka’s Foreign Minister Laksh-
man Kadirgamar on 7 December
said that India fully backed the Sri
Lanka Government’s peace initia-
tive.

Mr. Kadirgamar in an interview
with a group of Sri Lankan editors
said that Mr. Rao had said: ‘1 hope
you will achieve peace. If you solve

your problem it will be one less for
us’.

The Sri Lanka Foreign Minister
said that he believed what the Indi-
an government said and its genuine
desire for peace in Sri Lanka. Some
said that India had a ‘hidden agen-
da’ on the Sri Lankan issue but he
did not believe that, he said. Indo-Sni

Continued on page 8
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GOVT. RESUMES CONTACT WITH TIGERS

Pope’s Visit Hastens Moves
For Free Passage for Civilian

The government sent an official
message to the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam on Tuesday, December
6

This is the first official step on the
part of the government to resume
the peace negotiations with the
LTTE which were called off follow-
ing the assassination of Gamini Dis-
sanayake days before the Presiden-
tial election.

The decision to send the message
was taken at a high level meeting at
the Ministry of Defence on Decem-
ber 6 chaired by the State Minister
for Defence Col. Anuruddha Rat-
watte.

Informed sources said that the
stand taken by the LTTE since it
called off the unofficial ceasefire it
had unilaterally observed prior to
the Great Heroes’ week was discus-
sed in view of the government’s plan
to make an appropriate reciprocal
gesture as preparatory for resuming
the peace process soon after
Christmas.

The government does not want to
send the LTTE the wrong signal
either by yielding to its demand that
there should be an inquiry into the
decapitation of its senior intelligence
operative ‘Malli’ at Weli Oya during
the so called Tiger ceasefire or by
remaining unresponsive to any of
the issues brought up by the LTTE
at the first round of talks. The
former, in the government’s view,
would give the Tiger leadership the
fatal impression that it could twist
Colombo’s arm at will and there is
something amiss in the relationship
between the P.A. leadership and the
army — something which could be
systematically manipulated. The
latter no doubt will, as the govern-
ment knows only too well, justify all
that the LTTE has been telling the
Tamil people since the government
postponed talks following Gamini’s
assassination and therefore alien-
ated to some extent the P.A.’s pre-
cious minority vote bank.

The December 6 meeting which
was attended by all the service com-
manders and the secretary to the
Ministry of Defence Gen. Hamilton
Wanasinghe had to be convened to
also address the question of opening

a safe passage for the Catholics of
Jaffna to travel to Colombo in time
for the Pope’s visit in January.

The Catholic Church in general
and the Bishop of Jaffna in particu-
lar had made several representa-
tions to the government mainly that
it should give top priority to making
available a safe passage from the
peninsula to the mainland.

The LTTE had put the ball in the
government’s court as always, no
doubt realising the sensitive nature
of the issue by claiming that it had
already given priority to the matter
in the very first round of talks with
the government.

The Catholic constituency is an
important factor in the P.A’s scheme
of things as well as that of the LTTE.

The crucial shift in the electorally
strong ‘Catholic belt’ in the western
coast, which traditionally voted with
the UNP, in favour of the P.A. at the
general and Presidential election is
one of the things which contributed
to the massive upswing in the P.A’s
support among the Sinhalese; and as
such the government is anxious to
consolidate its position therein be-
fore the UNP can make inroads
again.

The vexed question of the Voice of
America station in the Catholic vil-
lage of Iranawila, one of the main
issues on which the local churches
and their flocks fell foul of the UNP,
is expected to be raised during the
Pope’s visit. The P.A which zealous-
ly espoused the cause of the anti-
VOA protestors at the local level
and substantially benefitted from
the change in popular mood in the
Catholic belt which it seems to have
brought about, has to toe a very
delicate line now.

As a government in power, it has
to be alive to the realities and costs
of dealing with the major donor
countries such as the U.S. It is
already in a quandary over the
question of financing an additional
budgetary gap estimated to be about
five billion rupees, created by the
subsidy for wheat flour for bringing
down the price of bread to Rs. 3.50
being a main election pledge, and
the US government’s decision to cut

aid for wheat flour granted under
the PL 480.

What can the government do in
this situation about the VOA in view
of the Pope’s visit and the concerns
which are still voiced in the ‘Catholic
belt’ about the matter — the pro-
tagonist of the whole issue being the
US government? While the govern-
ment appears to be wringing its
hands over this quandary, it is ob-
vious that it is keen not to add to the
list of problems by giving the im-
pression at this juncture that it is
concerned less about the devotion of
its Catholic subjects in the Peninsu-
la than insisting on those details of a
deal with the LTTE to open a safe
passage which are considered in-
directly advantageous to the army
but have no bearing on real strategic
interests.

Many in the government and
some in the army high command are
not in favour of drawing the Vati-
can’s attention to the cause behind a
substantial portion of Tamil Catho-
lics not being able to see the Pontiff.
‘It will be a handle for the LTTE to
plead its case in international fora’
said an official connected to the
Foreign Ministry. Others point out
that the LTTE can make use of this
to further argue with its Catholic
constituency and the Tamil people
generally that the government is
indeed putting the interests of the
army before theirs contrary to the
widely held view among the minor-
ities that the President is genuinely
interested in peace and hence will
unflinchingly stand by the peace
initiative.

On the other hand the LTTE
cannot afford to be seen by Catholics
living in Jaffna as being insensitive
to their concerns about an event of
great religious importance to them.
This is so especially in the aftermath
of some friction with the clergy at
the Madhu church over problems in
the refugee camp at nearby Thad-
chanamaruthamadu which had led
to unprecedented strains developing
in the traditionally cordial rela-
tionship which the Tigers had de-
veloped with the Catholic church in
the north. The problem which had
been simmering since last year was
exacerbated by the hostile and impe-
rious manner in which LTTE’s depu-
ty political leader, Karikalan, had
chosen to ‘discuss’ the matter with
the clergy at Madhu recently. Kari-
kalan is a person from an orthodox
Hindu background from Kaluwan-
chikudy — a predominantly Saivite

Continued on page 8




8 TAMIL TIMES

15 DECEMBER 1994

Continued from page 17

Vellala village in the Batticaloa dis-
trict which has had very little con-
tact with Christians either through
conversion or education. In addition
to the acrimony caused by Karika-
lan’s behaviour at Madhu, the fact
that one of the LTTE’s district level
leaders in Mannar is a Hindu whose
activities also have done little to
alleviate the apprehensions of the
Church and the laity in that region
has not helped the Tigers. All these
have had some repercussion in the
peninsula’s Catholic circles.

Despite its apparent desire to
blame the government and a haw-
kish army for maliciously obstruct-
ing the Catholics of Jaffna from
undertaking a devout journey to
Colombo to see the Pope, the LTTE,
like the government, has a few
things to worry about in considering
its relationship with its long valued

Catholic constituency at this junc-
ture in connection with the Pope’s
visit next month.

Uppermost in the LTTE’s mind is
the dismal prospect of over ten
thousand Catholic devotees — young
and old — who are expected to leave
the peninsula to pay their respects
to the Pontiff. A large number of
them are people who, under normal
circumstances, would have been dis-
qualified from geting the LTTE’s
‘pass’ to leave Jaffna on grounds of
being under age or not having prop-
er ‘security clearance’.

The Tigers, it should be pointed
out here, imposed the ‘pass’ system
in the first place to control the
outflow of the population from the
peninsula as Eelam War Two began
taking a heavy toll on the average
Jaffna citizen’s normal way of life.
Later it also became a means to
monitor all potential civilian chan-
nels through which the LTTE

thought its security could be com-
promised. Thus for the LTTE the
sudden departure of more than ten
thousand people can become what it
would see as a high security risk as
well as a potential basis for the
further depletion of the population
under its control.

It is in the context of these con-
cerns and perceptions of the LTTE
and the P.A that one should ex-
amine the latest step taken by the
government in the direction of mak-
ing peace in the north. Latest re-
ports indicate that the government
had decided in consultation with the
service commanders at the Decem-
ber 6 meeting to reopen the
Elephant Pass route for civilian traf-
fic and communicated the matter to
the Tigers in the message sent to
Jaffna the same day. However it is
not clear whether the government

Continued on page 11

Continued from page 6

Lanka relations were now entering
a period of great warmth and trust
and he hoped that his visit would in
a small way contribute to this grow-
ing cordiality.

The Foreign Minister also said
that India had not asked for the
extradition of LTTE leader Prabha-
karan. A hypothetical situation of
that kind should not be contem-
plated at this time, the Foreign
Minister said.

Mr. Kadirgamar in his talks with
Indian political leaders — New De-
lhi’s power elite comprising diplo-
mats, ex-diplomats as well as Indian
army generals stressed that the gov-
ernment of Mrs. Chandrika Kumar-
atunga had twice asked the people
for a mandate for peace and this was
overwhelmingly supported by all
sections of the community.

‘We are committed to peace and
there is no going back’ he said. At
the press conference held on 9 De-
cember before his departure he was
asked whether he would concede
that the measures effected by the
Chandrika Kumaratunga govern-
ment had been of a cosmetic nature
and that nothing concrete had been
given to the Tamils of Sri Lanka.
Mr. Kadirgamar said that the gov-
ernment was a little over a hundred
days old and during this period what
had been done was to implement
confidence-building measures. In
the first round of talks with the
LTTE the question of the partial

lifitng of the embargo placed on
goods going into Jaffna, the supply
of electricity and the questions of
refugees and rehabilitation were
taken up.

He said that after a prolonged
period of war and bitterness the
government felt that some gestures
must be made and to start with,
confidence-building measures were
taken.

It should be remembered, he said,
that the people of Jaffna had been
victims of war.

‘When you have a situation of war
as in 1987, great tragedies occur.
There should be a deep appreciation
of the fact that thousands of Indian
soldiers lost their lives on the soil of
our country. Many thousands of Sri
Lankan soldiers and navymen too
lost their lives. As far as the LTTE is
concerned they too fought for a
cause and are still fighting for a
cause they believe in. It’s another
matter whether the means justify
the ends. It’s another matter
whether the war is the means by
which the question is to be resolved,
but it has to be recognised that they
too have pursued their objectives
conscientiously in the way in which
they believe. All these sad elements
go to compound the tragedy. But for
the first time since this tragic epi-
sode commenced there is a govern-
ment in pursuit of peace’.

Mr. Kadirgamar said that the
battle for peace is as complex as any
battle in war. But the government

was not going to be deterred. ‘What
the outcome is, I cannot say today. 1
can speak only with hope and com-
mitment’, the Minister said.

Asked whether he would agree to
positive demands of the Tamils such
as the permanent homeland and
merger of the North and East, he
said that he could not unveil an
entire package of proposals so com-
plex and delicate so soon.

Mr. Kadirgamar commenting on
the validity of the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement today said that it was
signed under very special circumst-
ances in 1987. The Sri Lanka gov-
ernment had already implemented a
part of the agreement by making
amendments to the constitution.
With regard to the rest, much had
happened in the intervening years
in the world as well as in relations
between the two governments. The
situation may never arise to pursue
the question whether Accord is alive
in any meaningful sense, he said.
Mr. Kadirgamar also said that the
Sri Lanka government wanted to
have a thorough investigation of the
killing of Mr. Gamini Dissanayake.
Earlier investigations into the assas-
sination of other politicians had been
very shoddy, he said.

He said that the Catholics of Jaff-
na had made a plea for Elephant
Pass to be opened so that they could
come South to pay their respects to
the Pope when he visits Sri Lanka
next month. Talks had been held
with the army, and the army had no
objections to the Pass being opened.
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Making the LTTE a Part
of the Solution

by Jehan Perera

A positive feature in Sri Lanka is
the relative swiftness with which
realities are recognised. For many
years, governmental leaders deman-
ded that the LTTE should lay down
its arms as the pre-condition for
negotiations. But today most people
recognise that this is something that
the LTTE will never do merely to
start the negotiations. Therefore
they do not object to the govern-
ment’s peace negotiations with an
LTTE that is apparently better
armed than ever before.

But while few would be so rigid to
insist on the LTTE disarming prior
to the negotiations, most people
would probably hold that this should
happen after the negotiations. In
other words, a successful negotiation
would only be one in which the
LTTE agreed to disarm as part of
the solution. On more serious reflec-
tion, however, a serious problem can
be seen to arise. The LTTE’s idea of
a successful negotiation, as is any-
one’s, is likely to be one that makes
them better off rather than worse
off.

There is no question that Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga has
won the affection and, more impor-
tantly, the confidence of most mem-
bers of the Tamil community. Re-
portedly there are more Chandrika
souvenirs for sale in the north than
even in the south where she recently
registered the most overwhelming
election victory ever. Her blunt out-
spokenness and willingness to even
take on the Sri Lankan armed forces
in verbal battle have endeared her
to the Tamil people.

That she has her convictions and
is willing to stand by them is clear.
Therefore, unlike in the case of the
B-C pact of 1957, the Dudley-Chelva
pact of 1965 and the Jayewardene
government’s DDC law of 1981 it is
most unlikely that President
Kumaratunga will go back on what
she puts her signature on.

However the reality is that Presi-
dent Kumaratunga is but an indi-
vidual, subject as much to imperma-
nence as all others. Whoever suc-
ceeds her may share neither her
ideals nor her strength. To the
Tamils, therefore, and particularly
to the LTTE, any agreement with

the government will have to be one
that is structured in such a way that
it outlives President Kumaratunga’s
tenure of office.

From the perspective of the LTTE,
what would be a better guarantor
that their interests will continue to
remain secure after a settlement
than the retention of their arms?
The LTTE is likely to remain ada-
mant on this issue.

Therefore to those who see a peace
settlement in terms of an LTTE
disarming, the LTTE will inescap-
ably be seen as the major obstacle to
peace. This belief will mount both
locally and internationally as the
sincerity of the new government in
pursuing an honourable peace with
the LTTE becomes more evident.
But whether this will put pressure
on the LTTE to change its mind is
doubtful. It is reasonable to believe
that where its own survival is con-
cerned the LTTE will not budge.

The LTTE, knows as anyone of us
knows, that once they lay down
their arms they will become very
vulnerable to any act of bad faith on
the part of the government or any
other party. In one way or the other
they will, therefore, make sure that
any peace talks meant to disarm
them as part of the solution will be
scuttled. Understandably from their
point of view, the LTTE will not wish
to be a part of that type of solution.

Many political analysts have
pointed out that the LTTE has
reason to be quite satisfied with the
way things are at the present with
or without the peace talks. The low
intensity war hitherto waged
against them by the government
has served their purpose well in that
it unites the Tamil people under
them, whose protector from the Sri
Lankan armed forces they become,
and affords them arms and ammuni-
tion through surprise attacks on the
Sri Lankan forces.

In addition, they control the land.
They wield absolute power over the
people living in those areas. They
largely control the flow of informa-
tion available to the people. They
have set up their own administra-
tive system complete with taxes,
police and judiciary. In terms of
their own narrow interests, they

have everything to lose by agreeing
to a peace in which they lay down
their arms which made this all possi-
ble in the first place.

There are therefore essentially
two alternatives before the govern-
ment. One is to force the LTTE to
lay down their arms by utterly de-
feating them in the military battle-
field. To do so the government will
need to gear itself up from the
present low intensity war (which
still for all consumes some 20 per
cent of the national budget) and
accept the challenge of a full scale
war in which life and property are of
no consequence.

But the stakes will be very high. If
the government fails even after this
mighty, and bloody, effort it will
have lost any claim it had over the
territories it failed to recapture, cer-
tainly in the eyes of the people living
there who are likely to suffer enor-
mous casualties in the event of a full
scale military offensive and perhaps
even internationally. The  outcome
of such a full scale war that fails to
defeat the LTTE will almost surely
be the birth of an independent state
of Tamil Eelam.

Legalisation

The other alternative available to
the government is the more pragma-
tic route of an acceptance of the
ground reality but transforming it
into a higher good for all concerned.

The reality is that the LTTE con-
trols the north, militarily and admi-
nistratively. The question is how to
change this situation from being an
obstacle to peace to being an advan-
tage.

Over the past several years of
military stalemate, the LTTE has
gradually been setting up a system
of local government of their own
which meets most of the basic needs
of the people in the areas that they
control. If the government decides it
can, in principle, transform Sri
Lanka into a federal state by pas-
sing a law in Parliament that legal-
ises this control by a body other than
itself.

In other words, the administra-
tive, police and judicial systems set
up by the LTTE can remain in place.
The essential feature of federalism is
that the central government consti-
tutionally cannot overturn certain
locally relevant decisions of the
federal units.

Continued on page 10
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The concessions will not all be one
way from the government to the
LTTE. Negotiations are not only
about trust-building and problem-
solving, they are also about bargain-
ing. In return for the legalisation
that the government will offer it, the
LTTE will need to join with the
government in pledging to per-
manently renounce the use of vio-
lence as a solution to the ethnic
conflict, and to accept the united
character of Sri Lanka.

Both the LTTE and the govern-
ment should also pledge not to re-
arm after the agreement with a
system of monitoring designed to
ensure that there is no cheating.
This would mean that there will be
no more LTTE ships bringing arms

from abroad. It will also mean that
the government will be able to cut
down substantially on its defence
expenditures and, therefore, reduce
the budget deficit that is fuelling
inflation today.

There will also be several other
important matters to be negotiated
such as the status of areas not under
LTTE control but claimed as part of
the ‘Tamil Homeland,’ the time table
for the holding of free and fair
elections in the north-east unit like
in the rest of the country, the
absorption of the fighting units of
the LTTE into an integrated Sri
Lankan military command under
the President and the provisions for
final appeal to the Supreme Court.

The legislation approach
accommodates present ground reali-
ties but seeks to transform them
into a better reality, in this instance,
federalism which is the solution for a
country like Sri Lanka in which the
majority of our ethnic communities
live in more or less geographically
separate areas.

The advantage in this approach is
that it does not call for war and
killing in a high risk all-or-nothing
venture as a total military solution
would be. It is also a better alterna-
tive to the continuation of the pre-
sent stalemate that is draining the
lives and resources of the country
and will surely make it a breeding
ground for social unrest in the near
future.

Government Proposals for Abolition
of Executive Presidency

The following is the text of the
statement made by Justice and Con-
stitutional Affairs Minister Prof.
G.L. Peiris with regard to the prop-
osal by the Government on the aboli-
tion of the Executive Presidency.

The Executive Presidential sys-
tem is the central feature of the
Second Republican Constitution in-
troduced by the J.R. Jayewardene
Government in 1978. It marked a
significant departure from the par-
liamentary executive model that ex-
isted in this country from 1948-
1978, both under the Soulbury and
the First Republican Constitutions.
Today, 16 years after its introduc-
tion, a consensus is emerging across
the political spectrum that the par-
liamentary executive mode! should
be reintroduced. The People’s
Alliance Government has received
overwhelming mandates at both the
Parliamentary and Presidential
elections for the abolition of the
Executive Presidency.

The major weakness of the pre-
sent system is the concentration of
power in the Executive President.
The fusion of the ceremonial, titular
functions of the former nominal
Head of State, and the real, substan-
tive powers of the former Prime
Minister, has vested considerable
power in one person. Many of these
powers are not exercised by Presi-
dents in other countries with Pres-
idential systems such as the U.S.A.
and France. Furthermore, several
institutional safeguards which exist
in these countries such as the rati-
fication of Presidential appoint-

ments have not been adopted in our
Constitution. The President wields,
inter alia the following powers:

{a) S/he presides over the Cabinet,
determines the number of minis-
tries, and appoints Ministers of the
Cabinet from among Members of
Parliament.

(b) S/he enjoys immunity from
prosecution in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done, either in
his/her official or private capacity,
qua President.

(c) S/he appoints persons to a large
number of important positions with-
out being required to consult any-
body else. These positions include
judges of the Supreme Court, the
Court of Appeal and the High
Courts, the Attorney General,
Heads of the Army, Air Force, N avy
and the Police, Secretaries of Minis-
tries, the Commissioner of Elections,
the Auditor-General and the
Ombudsman.

(d) S/he can even, in certain cir-
cumstances, exercise limited powers
over financial supply. Where the
President dissolves Parliament be-
fore the Budget has been passed,
s’he may authorise expenditure
from the Consolidated Fund, of
monies that s/he considers necessary
for the public services for a period
that coud extend to six months.

(e) S/he can dissolve Parliament at
any time except in the first year
after a Parliamentary election.

(H Once elected, s/he is virtually
irremovable. The cumbersome im-
peachment process, particularly fol-

lowing the Supreme Court decision
in Dissanayake et. al.v.Kaleel S.C.4-
11/91, suggests that in practical
terms a President is immune from
the threat of impeachment if the
party to which s/he belongs has
more than one-third of the seats in
Parliament.

(g) The President can, under the
Public Security Ordinance, intro-
duce Emergency Regulations which
override, amend or suspend any law
enacted by Parliament, and if they
fall within the ambit of the host of
restrictions recognised by the Con-
stitution, even curtail the fun-
damental rights enumerated in the
Constitution.

(h) The President appoints Gov-
ernors of the Provinces. Since the
exercise of the Governor’s discre-
tionary powers, except in certain
specified instances, ‘shall be on the
President’s directions’, the President
wields enormous powers through
the Governors.

This agglomeration of power in an
individual is all the more dangerous
because the rival sources of power —
the Legislature and the Judiciary —
are relatively weak under the
Second Republican Constitution.
The President is responsible, yet not
answerable, to Parliament. The
Standing Orders of Parliament
which under the previous two Con-
stitutions precluded reference to the
conduct of the nominal Head of
State, except upon a substantial
motion, have surprisingly been ap-
plied to the Executive President,
notwithstanding the fact that s/he
wields a far greater degree of politic-
al power. The fact that the members
of the Cabinet are members of the
Legislature and the constitutional




15 DECEMBER 1994

TAMIL TIMES 11 r

provisions that provide that MPs
can be expelled from Parliament
mean that the Legislature is a re-
latively weak institution vis-a-vis
the Executive President. The im-
munity provisions, the absence of
judicial review of legislation, the
appointment procedure of judges of
the higher judiciary, and the proce-
dure adopted to determine whether
judges are guilty of proved misbe-
haviour, all in different ways, serve
to undermine the independence and
authority of the judiciary.

This combination of what has
been described as an ‘over-mighty’
Executive President and a relatively
impotent Parliament and judiciary
has, therefore, concentrated exces-
sive power in one institution.

The advocates of the Presidential
system in Sri Lanka put forward two
main arguments in its favour:

1. It promotes stability and strong
government.

2. It promotes the interest of
minorities.

President J.R. Jayewardene him-
self argued in 1977 that a strong
executive, unhampered by what he
termed the whims and fancies of
Parliament, was needed to imple-
ment the economic and social poli-
cies of the new United National
Party government. A fundamental
critique of this argument for strong
government is, of course, that a
Constitution is not meant to be an
instrument to facilitate a particular
political or ideological objective, or
indeed a facilitator of strong govern-
ment. On the contrary, the primary
function of a Constitution, particu-
larly in a modern Third World na-
tion where the State inevitably
wields considerable discretionary
power, is to create regularised res-

traint or checks and balances on the -

exercise of political power. The Con-
stitution of 1972, like its successor,
suffered from the same basic defect:
concentration of power in one in-
stitution (the National State Assem-
bly' and the absence of effective
checks and balances. While both Sri
Lanka’s autocthonous constitutions
may have promoted strong govern-
ment, it is not at all clear that they
promoted stability, and indeed may
have contributed significantly to in-
stability and the erosion of liberal
democracy.

The second argument in favour of
a Presidential system is, superficial-
ly, more powerful. Since a President
is elected by the whole country, it is
argued that the country’s main poli-

tical actor has to be a national figure
who cannot be sectarian in outlook,
and therefore a person responsive to
minority concerns and aspirations.
While this has been put forward
constantly as a major asset, its sig-
nificance can be exaggerated. It en-
ables minorities to exercise political
clout during a presidential election
campaign, but not thereafter, for,
once elected, the President is vir-
tually immune from political press-
ure. The fact that, for example,
President Jayewardene did not take
any meaningful initiatives to work
out a political solution to the crisis in
the North-East during his first term
in office, when he not only possessed
the power to do so, but also a
favourable political context, is a
powerful case in point. Under a
parliamentary executive model, on
the other hand, the main political
actor, the Prime Minister is con-
stantly and continuously reponsive
to Parliament. As Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva observed in the Constituent
Assembly in 1971:

“There is undoubtedly one virtue
in this system of Parliament which
the British people evolved, and that
is that the Chief Executive of the
day is answerable directly; to the
representatives of the people con-
tinuously by reason of the fact that
the Prime Minister can remain
Prime Minister only so long as he
can command the confidence of the
assembly. This is mentioned as a
weakness by my good friends. It is
one of the greatest sources of
strength of the system.’

Particularly under a system of
proportional representation, it is
possible that the parties represent-
ing minority interests might wield
more effective political influence in a
system which gives them political
leverage continuously, and between
elections as well. Furthermore, it is
possible to develop alternative con-
stitutional mechanisms to achieve
this important objective. The adop-
tion of a mixed system of proportion-
al representation based on the Ger-
man model which requires parties to
field a national list and seek to
obtain votes nation-wide achieves a
similar objective.

The Parliamentary Executive sys-
tem ensures that the country’s most
powerful political actor sits in Par-
liament can be questioned and
scrutinised by MPs, can be chal-
lenged at question time and in the
course of parliamentary debate, can
be more easily censured or removed
from office, (for example by a motion

of no confidence) than under an
Executive Presidential system; in .
short, the leading political figure in
the country is not kept aloof from
the political fray, but on the con-
trary is in the thick of it, and is
therefore in a real sense responsible
and answerable to the elected repre-
sentatives of the people.

The President, therefore, shall be
a nominal Head of State elected by
Parliament for a period of 5 years,
S/he shall always, except as other-
wise provided by the Constitution,
act on the advice of the Prime
Minister or other Minister to whom
the Prime Minister may have given
authority to advise the Presiderit on
any particular function assigned to
that Minister.

Continued from page 8

has also agreed to the basic condi-
tions set forth by the LTTE earlier
for reopening the passage when the
army claimed that E.P. could be
used by civilians to travel from
Jaffna to the mainland.

Though the army has offered to
open the Elephant Pass route for
civilian traffic since the conclusion of
Operation Balavegaya Two in the
latter part of ’91, the LTTE has
objected to it on ground that it could
be used as an axis for a major
military thrust into the peninsula
and that subjecting civilians to
search would, among other things,
help the forces extract supplies and
information from them. Following
the December 6 meeting a military
official was quoted in the press.-as
saying that a guarantee could be
given that the E.P. base will not be ;
used as an axis to launch a thrust -
into the peninsula. But other milit-
ary officials dismissed the whole .
thing saying that there is no change
in the army’s position that it is the
LTTE that has to allow civilians to
move through the base and that no
guarantee has been given regarding
the LTTE’s conditions. However, a
section of the press claimed on the
8th quoting Government sources
that the LTTE had agreed to open-
ing the Elephant Pass and that it
will be opened shortly for civilian
traffic.

The same day there were reports
that the army had shot dead three
Tigers who had infiltrated the
Elephant Pass base and that a mas-
sive search was on in the area to
locate others. The confusion con-
tinues thus. The Pope may find little
signs of true peace when he arrives
in Sri Lanka next month.
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Chandrika and the LTTE’s
Changing Perception

— by Taraki —

The attitude of the LTTE towards
the P.A. in general, and towards
Chandrika in particular, has to be
carefully examined by anyone who
is contemplating the island’s future
in terms of a peace package and its
dividends. There are two aspects to
this attitude. One: the reason or
reasons for Chandrika and her gov-
ernment insisting on peace. Two: the-
obstacles faced by her and the possi-
bility of her submitting to these in
due course as other leaders have
done in the past. o

Though the LTTE had been ex-
pressing from the time when it be-
came apparent that she was going to
be the P.A’s undisputed leader, very
strong reservations about Chandri-
ka’s bona fides in handling the
ethnic problem, there was marked
change in their view after her signi-
ficant victory at the southern pro-
vincial elections.

While Tamil politicians and opin-

ion makers exulted over that victory .

in the deep south — which had long
been considered a bastion of Sinhala
Buddhist nationalism - claiming
that it augurs well for resolving the

ethnic conflict, the Tigers preferred
not to say anything except sound a

mild note of caution in some of their
publicatiéns. This clearly showed
that they were reassessing their
view that Chandrika was merely
picking up Premadasa’s ‘fishing rod’
to insidiously drag in minority votes.

The prompt manner in which she
set about the problem in the north
as soon as she assumed office seems
to have finally convinced the LTTE

that her intentions were somewhat

genuine. There was Tamil public
opmlon too which they could not
ignore. Therefore they made a very
significant move after the general
election.

‘Tamil Eelam’ the ofﬁc1a1 Enghsh
language news letter of the Tigers in
London stated in its October issue:
‘The LTTE made an unprecedented
gesture in welcoming the election of
anew Sri Lankan Prime Minister. It
could be that they recognised in
Chandrika Kumaratunge a
Sinhalese politician of different
mettle’.

It should be mentioned, however,
that whatever the Tigers said in

favour of Chandrika was always
said in strict context as it were —
harping on the old refrain that the
Sinhala polity, despite the occasion-
al lip service to finding a solution, is
historically incapable of offering an
honourable settlement to the
Tamils. Nevertheless it would not be
an exaggeration to say that, going

by the evidence available, the LTTE

was, for the first time since its
inception, convinced in some mea-
sure that a Sinhala leader was ge-
nuinely keen on cementing a peace
with the Tamil people.

That the Tigers upheld this view
at this juncture can be deemed quite
significant if one were to consider
the explanations proffered then, set-
ting out the true reasons behind
Chandrika’s peace initiative. One
was that she was acting in accord-
ance with a simple budgetary formu-
la which was ultimately intended to
consolidate her position among the
Sinhalese.

The formula ean be stated thus:
Stop the war for some years at least
— this would help divert some bil-
lions from defence spending — fi-
nance the subsidies promised to the
Sinhalese with the sum thus di-
verted — secure the loyalty of the
Sinhala majority with these sub-
sidies and then if the need were to
arise prosecute the war from a firm
political base in the south.

According to another view which
sought to explain the ‘true’ motive
behind Chandrika’s peace initiative,
she was actually following the tenet
of the peace lobby in Colombo — that
the best and sure way of ensuring
the disintegration of the LTTE is to
take away the sole external factor
which has, at all times and under
the most adverse circumstances,
prevented the organisation’s inner
contradictions from imploding and
overwhelming it — this sole ex-
traneous factor being war. Sections
of the peace lobby argue that if the
Sinhala polity could be fully weaned
away from the idea of making war in
the northeast then the army will
have to stop fighting: which in turn
will leave the LTTE without the only
occupation they are familiar with.

They claim that corruption in the
LTTE has reached enormous propor-

tions and has become so cancerous
that the leadership is scared to take
any drastic step to root out the
problem. The arrest of Kutti, a
senior leader in the Vanni, and
several others allegedly for embez-
zling millions from tax funds which,
according to a peace lobby person, -
led to the discovery that a large
number of important people in the
Tiger hierarchy were involved or
had benefitted from Kutti’s fraud is
cited as a good example by the
proponents of the peace strategy to
illustrate their thesis.

There is also utter frustration

- within the organisation and the

number of cadres volunteering to be
Black Tigers is a sure manifestation
of this moral rot they say; and the
LTTE, according to them, is able to
prudently skim such problems as
they surface only because of the war
— by sending culprits occupying
sensitive positions to the battle front
or by making it an excuse to make
changes in the affected portion of
the command structure.

Therefore, argues this influential
section of the peace lobby, it is very
essential for the government to
bring peace to the northeast in order
to expedite the only process by
which the LTTE can be made to fall
apart.

The LTTE no doubt is wary of the
peace lobby’s proximity to the pow-
ers that be in the P.A. This view
which tried to read the peace lobby’s
peace strategy into Chandrika’s
Jaffna initiative, however, was
something which the LTTE. was,
familiar with from Premadasa’s’
days.

But despite this and other ex-
planations which sought to impute
insidious motives to Chandrika’s
stand on bringing about peace to the
war weary people in the north, the
LTTE as we noted earlier, showed
an unprecedented inclination to
trust her personal bona fides and
hence to welcome her election as
Premier.

In this they showed the Tamils
that they were at one with them.
And also in this they were telling the
Tamil people, and perhaps the
world, once more that they were not
the intransigent and crude warmon-
gers they are generally portrayed to
be.

However they qualified their posi-
tion by reiterating three things -
history, vested interests in the army
and India.

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

To quote from ‘Thamil Eelam’ —
‘History is a good teacher, and what
lessons (sic) the Tamil people learnt
from past history (sic) have proved
to be always unpleasant. No Prime
Minister or President in Sri Lanka
has ever been able to redress the
grievances of the Tamil people; nor
were they able to keep promises and
undertakings. Either they did not
have the political will or they got
submerged under forces of Sinhala
hegemonism. The fact is, there is an
underlying reservoir of Sinhala
chauvinism that surfaces every time
some settlement seems possible.
That could assume different faces —
opportunist politicians, the greed for
power of the party in the opposition,
the Buddhist Maha Sangha, the

armed forces, war profiteers. . ...

Yet, said the publication, the
LTTE welcomed Chandrika’s elec-
tion as Prime Minister.

The November issue of the ‘Eri-
malai’ in an editorial apparently
written just a day or two before
Gamini’s assassination paid a terse
but glowing tribute to Chandrika’s
courage and steadfastness in ‘walk-
ing through the door of peace that
has always been kept wide open by
the Tigers to grasp the hands of love
extended by the people of Jaffna and
the Tigers’ despite the unfriendly
attitude of the army and India. It
further observed that ‘The main
opposition party the UNP is await-
ing an opportune moment to express
its opposition to the peace initiative.
The army has already expressed its
hostility and is placing obstacles.
Hiding its intention of taking re-
venge on the Tigers, India fumbles,
unable to stop the peace process’.

The atmosphere, then, was most
conducive for the second round of
talks, Chandrika having secured (or
so it seemed) what no Sinhala leader
before her could secure — the LTTE’s
trust in her strictly personal bona
fides.

Later like everyone else the LTTE
also seems to have been impressed
by Chandrika’s landslide victory and
hence to probably ease things for her
came up with the unofficial ‘hold
your fire unless attacked’ order —
their stand being that since it is the
government which in 1990 rejected
out of hand their unilateral and
officially declared ceasefire, the mor-
al responsibility of declaring one
again falls on the government, re-
gardless of who is in power. (On
15.11.94, Balasingham acknow-

ledged at a press conference in Jaff-
na that the LTTE was observing an
unofficial ceasefire for a week). But
then there was Malli’s decapitation
at Weli Oya two days after Balasing-
ham’s announcement. Malli alias
Col. Sinnathamby Pathmanathan is
a fairly senior person among the
LTTE’s field operatives. He had
played an important role in the
attack on the Indian army camp at
Mulliavalai, the final assault on
ENDLF positions the same year,
and the attacks on Mankulam,
Elephant Pass, Kokkavil and
Pooneryn.

By focusing attention on Malli’s
decapitation and six other incidents
which the LTTE claims were de-
liberate violations of their goodwill
gesture, the Tiger leadership is
making a very important point poli-
tically: It is corroborating the case it
has been building up since Chandri-
ka’s rise to power — that her inten-
tion to bring peace to the North
despite her honesty and sincerity
will be defeated by vested interests
in the Army, and that reservoir of
Sinhala chauvinism which, in their
view, remains a constant in South-
ern politics.

In other words, they are telling
the Tamils that even a good Sinhala
leader can be overwhelmed by forces
inimical to the Tamils getting an
honourable settlement. All their
publications have been predicting
that Chandrika, though good, will
have to ultimately submit and yield
to these forces.

The Government and its policy-
makers as usual seem to be oblivious
to the political content of the whole
issue. One can also see that they
have begun to cast doubts on Chan-
drika’s Bona Fides itself now, which
doesn’t bode well for the future of a
government that may soon find it-
self cash-strapped. The editorial of
the LTTE’s Jaffna paper ‘Eela-
nathan’ on 21.11.94 is worth ex-
amining in this respect.

‘Is the Chandrika Government ge-
nuinely interested in settling the
ethnic problem by finding a political
solution or is it trying to cheat the
Tamil people like the previous Gov-
ernment. This is the question raised
by the Tamil people today, and there
is nothing wrong in asking this
because after Chandrika assumed
duties as President, people expected
many changes to take place, and
they were disappointed and this
made them ask this question. If
Chandrika wants to settle the ethnic

problem, she should take steps im-
mediately, otherwise even if she
wants to settle the ethnic problem it
will not satisfy the people.

‘In this respect there are 2 main
obstacles for Chandrika, one is from
the Army which has enjoyed many
powers earlier, and the other is from
India which tried to keep Sri Lanka
under its influence. In the UNP
government, the Sinhala extremists
and Buddhist organisations ob-
structed the settlement of the ethnic
probiem. These 2 factors have not
lost their power but they have only
been weakened. Today the Army is
in a powerful position. It is not easy
to satisfy the army. When Chandri-
ka was appointed as Prime Minister,
she tried to settle the ethnic prob-
lem, but the army put obstacles. The
reason for this is that the Army
enjoys many facilities, and many
Army officers have become mil-
lionaries because of the war. So how
can the army agree for cease-fire
and bringing the war to an end?

“The other obstacle is India and its
intelligence agency. They tried to
establish their supremacy in Sri
Lanka and failed. It was the Libera-
tion Tigers who prevented this. In-
dia thinks that Liberation Tigers
prevented it from establishing its
supremacy in Sri Lanka, and India
cannot digest and hence doesn’t like
Chandrika’s government conducting
peace talks with the Liberation Ti-
gers.

‘If the Chandrika Government is
genuinely interested in settling the
ethnic problem, it should change the
structure of the Army Headquar-
ters, and Sri Lanka being an inde-
pendent country should not give in
to pressure from the Indian govern-
ment, and for this the Chandrika
Government has got the authority
and power. Otherwise it will also
have to disappoint the Tamil people’.

Some days after this it appeared
almost certain that the government
was going to send a signal to the
north by bringing the security forces
command structure under the pur-
view and control of a civilian
bureaucrat.

The PA leadership has changed its
mind Gen. Wanasinghe remains.
The grim prospect of fighting
another war is at the back of every-
one’s mind on both sides. As the blue
tint euphoria vaguely dissipates
from the war torn lands of the north,
the fond hopes of the Tamils will be
scattered there, dashed to smithe-
reens once more.
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‘Peace Talks Should Aim
For Permanent Solution’
— TULF leader

- TULF leader M.Sivasithampram
who had wide-ranging discussions
with President Chandrika Kumar-
atunga this week has expressed
optimism that she would find a
reasonable solution to the ethnic
conflict.

"We in the TULF have our own
‘objectives and placed them before
Ms. Kumaratunga. I cannot give
any details of our talks. She met us
alone and so I cannot take it upon
myself to reveal details. I and the
five TULF MPs who met her had a
two hour long discussion in which
she gave us a patient hearing and
we are happy that she was positively
responsive to our requests’, Mr.
Sivasithamparam said, in a recent
interview.

"We are a nation, the Tamil peo-
ple, and remember we are fighting
for equality which we think can be
achieved by a federal constitution,’
the veteran leader said. He sat in
front of a large portrait of his slain
leader Amirthalingam and said I
agree with you we may be seventeen
percent of the eighteen million peo-
ple, and we are not asking for jobs
and positions ratio wise.

The burly Mr. Sivasithamparam
who had been the target of LTTE
attack said ’You think we are
euphoric about the Government’s
talks with the LTTE? We were nev-
er euphoric. But judging from facts
and the statements made by the
President we are hopeful that she
will work out a political solution.
The lifting of the economic embargo
on several items have given us
hope,” he said.

Q: Was the assassination of
Gamini Dissanayake a major set-
back to the peace initiative?

A: I don’t think so. For one thing,
it has still to be proved that the
suicide bomber was an LTTE mem-
ber. You refer to the bombing of a
naval ship by the LTTE. These are
all different things. Peace talks are
not for the LTTE alone. They are
talks to find a permanent solution to
the problems of the Tamils. The
problems confronting the Tamil na-
tion can no longer be ignored. It is
this that makes the peace process
important.

Q: Will the TULF agree that the
LTTE should not have to face legal
prosecution for its excesses or
political persecution?

A: Let’s first settle the political
package. These things can be looked
into later. The political package, the
TULF seeks, is at first a regional
solution that is Federalism and
secondly constitutional amendments
which will help the process of region-
al autonomy.

We advocate regional autonomy
to be achieved by a process of the
devolution of power on the basis of
Federalism. I am not talking of any
classical form of Federalism since
the powers between the centre and
the periphery are a matter for nego-
tiation and differ from country to
country.

We also believe that for the de-
volution of powers to become a posi-
tive factor, there should be certain
amendments to the constitution
whereby the rights of the Tamil
people can be enshrined.

For example, if there is a unitary
state, as the constitution specifies,
one cannot have Federalism. Leg-
islative sovereignty is exercised
through Parliament and at present
Parliament is prohibited from
alienating that sovereignty to
another body. If this claim remains,

you cannot give powers to peripheral
body.

Also the executive powers of the
people rest with the President and
the Cabinet of Ministers. In this
context, the Chief Minister of the
Peripheral Unit cannot have execu-
tive powers.

We want to make it clear that
once powers are given to the
peripheral unit the centre cannot
interfere. This is important.

The whole question of jobs and
appointments for the Tamil people
can then be solved with an auton-
omous unit administered by them.
The peripheral unit will then be
responsible for providing jobs and
appointments. Only a few appoint-
ments may then be given at the
centre to the Tamil people.

The Executive Presidency we be-
lieve, does not really help in the
solving of the Tamil problem. But if
the Presidential system is to remain,
the TULF calls for a drastic reduc-
tion of its powers. The President
must not hold any portfolios. He or
she must be answerable to Parlia-
ment through a Minister. The Presi-
dent cannot be above the law. He or
she must be answerable to a court of
law for questionable actions.

Also the whole procedure of re-
moving a President by impeachment
or a vote of no-confidence must be
simplified.

It is now too complicated and that

is why the last impeachment motion
failed.

I do not know about the other
Tamil political parties but as for the
TULF our objectives are clear we
are fighting for equality.

UNP to Act Against Thondaman

The UNP is likely to move against
CWC leader Mr. S. Thondaman and
other CWC members who voted for
the On Account Vote on Friday in
parliament, informed sources said.
The UNP voted against the Vote
on Account while the CWC joined
the government and other Tamil
parties. The Bill was passed with
130 voting for it and 72 against.

The CWC was elected to parlia-
ment on the UNP ticket. They con-
tested under the UNP symbol. The
CWC members if expelled from the
UNP could lose their seats in parlia-
ment unless an appeal to the Sup-
reme Court is upheld.

A memorandum of understanding
signed between the UNP and CWC
before the general elections permits
the CWC to function as an indepen-
dent group in parliament but
another clause inhibits either party
from taking action which would be
mutually derogatory.

Mr. Gamini Dissanayake, then
deputy leader of the UNP who
signed the memorandum of under-
standing also included a clause
which read that both the CWC and
the UNP should work towards
strengthening ties between the two
parties.
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A STUDY IN TAMIL BIOGRAPHIES

Thamotharampillai and Navalar

by Prof. S. Ratnajeevan H. Hoole

The purpose of this article is to point
out three general weaknesses in biog-
raphies by Tamils of Tamils and to call
for better scholarship. The three weak-
nesses have to do with a tendency to i)
boast of the subject, ii) make claims to
greatness based on caste and iii) allow
religio-nationalism to cloud the biog-
raphers’ judgment. In particular, we
shall take up biographies of C.W.
Thamotharampiliai'*® for purposes of
drawing conclusions and shall also
make occasional references to biog-
raphies of Navalar.** Thamotharam-
pillai and Navalar are chosen because,
first, much has been written about
them of a propagandist nature that is
totally inaccurate and needs urgently
to be set right because it is taught to
school children, and, secondly, this
writer has a special interest in them.?

Before delving into the three charac-
teristic weaknesses of Tamil biog-
raphies, we will briefly review the life
" of Cirupitty Wyravanathar Tha-
motharampillai, so that, as Karala-
singham says'!, younger Ceylonese
Tamils may know of their heritage and
the contributions this man from Jaffna
has made to the language. Indeed, it
may be said that Thamotharampillai,
born on 12 September, 1832, has done
more for the Tamil language than any
other person from Sri Lanka and that
to this date, a century after his death
""in 1901, his name commands immedi-
ate recognition among Tamil scholars
anywhere. His contributions — mainly
in ferreting out lost Tamil manuscripts
through thorough searches including
advertisements in the press, compar-
ing the manuscripts found, and pub-
lishing them with a commentary —
were extensive. The most significant
among these was his publication of the
Tholkapiyam — Chollathiharam and
Porulathiharam on Tamil grammar,
the oldest Tamil book in existence.
Others include the Sangam works
such as Kaliththohai and Aha-
nahnooru. It is a measure of tiny
Jaffna’s role on the intellectual land-
scape of the time that the first two
graduates of Madras University — of
whom Thamotharampillai was one —
were both from Jaffna and products of
Batticotta Seminary, now Jaffna Col-
lege. Thamotharampillai’s career took
him from teacher in the services of the
Christian missions, to editor of a
church daily in India, to Head of the
Tamil Department at Presidency Col-

‘lege Madras to Accountant General of

the Madras Treasury and finally to
Judge, in which capacity he used his
large earnings to continue his publica-
tion of ancient Tamil manuscripts. He
was guardian in India to Sir Ponnam-
balam Ramanathan and his elder
brother Coomarasamy while they
were studying there.”

Thamotharampillai lived in a period
in which Hinduism and Christianity
were dynamically interacting, and
Hinduism was redefining itself in the
face of Christian missionary challenge,
first in direct response, and then under
Ram Mohan Roy’s Brahmo Samaj. It is
a period that, in terms of present day
Tamil identity, has much to teach us.
And studies of great lives of that
period such as Thamotharampillai’s,
because we have more information of
them than of others, are bound to be
instructive.

Thamotharampillai, or Charles
Winslow Kingsbury, the eldest son of
Cyrus Kingsbury who was a first
generation Christian, started studying
Tamil under his father. After finishing
his college education in 1852 at Batti-
cotta Seminary.® Thamotharampillai
taught for some years under the mis-
sion and then proceeded to Madras to
head a mission-run daily. there he
converted to Saivism,® and, wishing to
keep his initials C.W., took on the
name Cirupitty Wyravanathar Tha-
motharampillai. The reason for his
conversion to Hinduism had to do with
his caste-consciousness.'” One biog-
rapher says that his Christian back-
ground subjected him to teasing
(kindal''). Caste-conscious Jaffna
Christians from that period who went
to India felt some discomfort at being
presumed to be ‘low-caste’, and
assumed traditional Tamil or Hindu
names, particularly with the suffix
‘pillai’ and even converted (as did
Thamotharampillai).’? His choice of
new name, and his close association
with Navalar (who addressed his ‘re-
forms’ to Vellalahs and described peo-
ple as ‘low-caste’™) also tell us that
Thamotharampillai was also caste-
conscious.

Having said this about Thamothar-
ampillai, we will now turn to the three
general weaknesses of Tamil biog-
raphers. The first shortcoming con-
cerns the unfortunate Tamil/Indian
proclivity only to praise the subject of

the biography. After all, it has been
the Tamil/Indian tradition to mention
only the good side of the subject, even
to the point of exaggeration. This we
see in old poetry where the poet’s
patron, the king, is usually described
as being descended from the Moon or
the Sun, and his praises go on ad
nauseam. It is because of this tendency
that few of us know that Gandhi held
forth in his newspaper, The Harijan,
comparing the intelligence of the low-
er-castes with that of a cow.! Similarly
we find Ramanathan’s biographer
waffling through Ramanathan’s and
Coomarasamy’s having to quit Presi-
dent College Madras following some
scandals.”” In the same vein, all of
Thamotharampillai’s biographers
shower praises on him for his intellec-
tual attainments, but no critical
appraisal of Thamotharampillai the

man is in evidence.

It is after all, one of the enjoyable
points of reading a biography to see
that even great men are in many ways
very ordinary persons like ourselves.
In this, Thamotharampillai was no
exception. His daughter who had
stayed behind in Vaddukodai with his
Christian brother Appukutti Kings-
bury had — on her own wishes — a
Christian marriage arranged for her.
Thamotharampillai had suddenly
turned up from India‘and the daugh-
ter, fearing that the father would put a
stop to her marriage, ran out through
a hole in the back fence and eloped
with her fiancee on -a bullock-cart.
Missing the daughter, Thamotharam-
pillai started going through each room
of the house looking for her, until he
came to one room where his niece
Sundaram Hemphil,'® was breast-
feeding her chid. He asked Sundaram
where the daughter was, and getting
the evasive reply that she must be
somewhere about (ungai engaryotham
irukka vernum), he promptly
assaulted her even as she was breast-
feeding.!” Again, when The Rev.
Canon S.S. Somasundaram, a Christ-
ian convert from a family closely
associated with Thamotharampillai,
rejected his ancestral privileges at
Maviddapuram Kandaswamy Temple
and got married to Ponnammah Hem-
phil, Thomotharampillai’s grand-
niece, Thamotharampillai was doubly
angry with Somasundaram for reject-
ing Hinduism as well as for marrying
Ponnammah. Later when Somasun-
daram proceeded to Calcutta for his
B.A., he was sent to his family friend
and new in-law, Thamotharampillai’s
house in Madras to stop-over. Un-
known to Somasundaram, the railway
to Calcutta from Madras had just
begun the previous week, but it is said
that Thamotharampillai hardly spoke
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to Somasundaram on that visit and
intentionally and pettily loaded him on
the ship to Calcutta which was consi-
dered an arduous and tiring way of
getting there. Somasundaram was
deeply upset by this when he got to
Calcutta and found out about the
train.*®

But Thamotharampillai also had his
kind side. Much of this side of his
personality reveals itself in his rela-
tionship with his son, Francis Kings-
bury, Professor of Tamil at University
College, Colombo (now the University
of Colombo) and an intellectual giant
in his own right, having produced
numerous books in Tamil as well as
English.”® Stories abound of Tha-
motharampillai’s relationship with
Francis; both were stubborn men who
did not speak to each other since
Francis’s refusal to officiate at Hindu
rites following his mother’s death.

When Thamotharampillai had Fran- -

cis’s frontal hair shaved in the Hindu
fashion, Francis went and had his
entire head shaved. It is in this rela-
tionship that we see Thamotharampil-
lai’s kind side. Although he had objec-
tions to Francis (something Karala-
singham refuses to admit®) he felt a
connection to Francis’s daughter
(Catherine Katpaham Kingsbury) and
had given a pair of bangles to her at
birth with strict injunctions to Fran-
cis’s wife that she should not divulge
that it was he who had made the gift —
he feared that the bangles would be
returned by the proud son. According
to another story, when Francis became
a Christian and walked out of the
father’s house at 21 and started living
with William Miller,? a missionary in
India, Thamotharampillai, to protect
the ‘family honour’, had apparently
sent Miller a monthly sum lest it be
said that his son was living on charity.
Francis was not told because it was
assumed that he would walk out of
Miller’s house too rather than accept
his father’s largesse.'°

* Perhaps by the same Tamil tenden-
¢y to exaggerate the subject’s great-
ness, Mr. Karalasingham also errs in
saying that Thamotharampillai looked
after his brothers’ education, found
them jobs, and got them married.
Appukutti for one was educated by the
mission and employed by the mission
as what the Americans called Native
Professor of Mathematics at the Batti-
cotta Seminary.” Thamotharampillai
did try (not always successfully) to
arrange marriages for the others, but

always to Hindus against the family’s

wishes. One example of his success,
was to the ancestor of Punitham
Tiruchelvam, Neelan Tiruchelvam’s
mother — it is said that Thamotharam-
pillai produced the tali from a drawer

in his house and ordered the groom to
tie it on his niece."

The second drawback in Tamil biog-
raphies arises from the fact they are of
Vellalahs by Vellalahs. It concerns the
devious way in which caste is intro-
duced. According to Karalasingham,
‘Thamotharampillai comes from an
illustrious farming stock’. Another
typical ploy used by biographers is the
phrase ‘He was from an orthodox
family’. What is meant is obvious. It is
the phraseology of almost every upper-
class Tamil for whom caste is impor-
tant, but whose western veneer (which
must be maintained at any cost as a
sign of class status) prevents him from
being direct.” But in this case it is
ironic in that the Vellalah heritage
was rejected by Thamotharampillai’s
father, Cyrus Kingsbury and probably
also the Levins family that Tha-
motharampillai married twice into. In
the early years of Christianity in Sri
Lanka, the Christians were militantly
against caste. For example, the Rt.
Rev. Daniel Wilson, Bishop of Calcutta
whose diocese included Ceylon, says in
his pastoral letter of 5 July 1833: ‘The
distinction of castes, then must be
abandoned decidedly, immediately,
finally; those who profess to belong to
Christ must give this proof of their
having really “put off’, concerning
their former conversion, “the old man”,
and having “put on the new man” in
Christ Jesus’. This policy on caste was
enforced throughout his bishopric.”
Because Christian wives were consi-
dered important in upholding Christ-
ianity in the newly Christian homes,”
the missions’ boardings schools for
girls were considered important in
supplying Christian brides.

We know from records that the
earliest inmates at Uduvil were from
the lower castes and poor (some were
from such poor homes that they had
been handed over to the missions by
their parents®). Others from the de-
scriptions in old records were clearly of
Koviah and Pandaram orgin.”” That
the students were, in terms of caste, a
mixed bag is clear from i) objections of
Vellalah parents to their child’s eating
with the other children in the board-
ing, and ii) the school’s having to look
after the student until a Christiam
marriage could be arranged for the
student.?® It was only in 1826 that the
America-Ceylon Mission took the con-
troversial decision ‘that they would
admit only girls of good caste “who
have some property; such girls as
would make suitable companions for
the boys” in Batticotta’.” Cyrus Kings-
bury, like many early Christians of his
time, took his bride from the Uduvil
boarding during this time of transi-

tion. While we know nothing of Mrs.
Cyrus Kingsbury’s caste background,
it is significant that some of the early
non-Vellalah inmates of the boarding
schools have disappeared into the so-
called Christian Vellalah community,
and indeed, a good number through
reconversion into Hindu families ‘of
illustrious farming stock’ that need not
be named here. The caste antecedents
of Jaffna Christians are therefore sub-
ject to surmise and conjecture. But we
have every reason to believe that
Cyrus Kingsbury, like other Christ-
ians of his day, militantly rejected
caste. Indeed therefore, it is the Kings-
bury heritage to find greater dignity in
being an out-caste (asangha) untouch-
able Christian than in the pitiable
spectacle of a Sudra Vellalah™ arguing
for his high status in relation to others.
Unlike what his biographers claim, an
illustrious agricultural heritage is not
the Kingsbury heritage, but rather
one that Cyrus’s son, C.W. Tha-
motharampillai chased after for
himself."

The third Tamil weakness-of Tamil
biographers is to allow their religio-
national sensibilities to cloud their
academic judgment. For instance, few
of Arumuga Navalar’s biographers,
because of his position as a Saivite
leader, mention his temper tantrums
in assaulting Vaishnavites during
debates,” his Vellalah bigotry in put-
ting down those considered lower and
so on. We may note that one biography
commended to us by no less an author-
ity than the late Professor Kana-
pathippillai in the foreword, tells us®
that the Bible was translated by Nava-
lar (whereas it really involved the
revision of a long-existing translation
by a team of scholars including the
Rev. Pandit Elijah Hoole, a team of
which Navalar was but one under the
Rev. Percival®) and that this transla-
tion was praised in India and put into
use (whereas after 50 years of use only
in Jaffna, it fell into disuse because it
was deemed to lack the ‘excellences’ of
the Indian translation®). Another
biographer constantly refers to the
Bible written by Navalar (‘avar
eluthiya Bible’®). Likewise even men
of distinction like Justice H.W.
Tambiah®* and Professor S.
Pathmanathan® appear to be allowing
their nationalism to cloud their objec-
tivity in claiming Navalar to be the
father of modern Tamil prose (whereas
prose writing was first used on a large
and consistent scale much earlier by
the Christian missions in their trans-
lations of the Bible, tracts and
stories®). Even Professor K. Kailasa-
pathy, who places Navalar among the
great social reformers of the

Continued on page 18




18 TAMIL TIMES

15 DECEMBER 1994

Continued from page 17

nineteenth century for his work in
famine relief in 1876, appears to
suffer from the same blind spot when
dealing with issues of religio-
nationalism; for he seems not to be
able to see that Navalar was only
copying what the missions were
already doing through their hospitals
and work with the poor, and even that
rather selectively; for Navalar distri-
buted food only to Vellalahs and cer-
tainly not to those whom he called
low-castes during the famine and
teaches us in his 4th Palar Padam that
Cattiram (gifts and alms) is to be given
only to Brahmins and poor Vellalahs.*

This tendency becomes obnoxious
when Thamotharampillai’s Christian
heritage is brazenly ignored or played
down, and all his biographers, consis-
tently ignore a major period of his life
when he worked for the Church for
evangelisation in Kopay at a Teacher’s
Training College. Similarly Francis is
called Alahasundaram by all of Tha-
motharampillai’s biographers, a name
that was only used at home® and
never used by Francis in his numerous
publications where he consistently
went as Francis Kingsbury. Mr.
Karalasingham,' after using the name
Alahasundaram that few would recog-
nize, at least concedes at the end of the
book in a note that Alahasundaram is
no other than Francis Kingsbury.”
Other biographers simply refer to
. Francis as Alahasundaram and say no
more about him.?* One would think
that is a simple courtesy to use the
name a man chose for himself - not to
. do so would be like insisting on calling
Thamotharampillai ‘Charles Kings-
. bury’. Similarly Thamotharampillai’s
first two wives and the wives of his
three brothers, the five Levins sisters,
are referred to by the unrecognizable
name of Kalingarayar by Karalasing-
ham; again a case of caste legitimiza-
tion and trying to hide their Christian
roots.

Could this playing down of the
Christian connection be because it is
felt that any hint of his Christian
upbringing would, in the minds of the
biographers, diminish his Tamilness?
This thinking has its roots in the idea
expressed by Professor Pathmanathan
that ‘the Hindu tradition, along with
the Tamil language, forms the basis of
Tamil identity’® as though if Tha-
motharampillai had been a Christian,
he could not have been a Tamil.* If
this idea is to be believed, even Vallu-
var, most probably a Jain, would not
be a Tamil! This same thinking
appears to be echoed by Justice HW.
Tambiah, the Vice Chairman of the
Navalar Commemoration Society,
when he says® that without Navalar,

what he calls the Tamil ‘Race’ (inam)
would have been destroyed, as though
conversion to Christianity meant loss
of Tamilness.®® The Tamils have
moved from animism to Buddhism and
Jainism to an aggressively proselytis-
ing Saivism that demanded conversion
on pain of death and confiscation of
property* to now a more sober, Christ-
ianised, mono-theistic, monogamist
and egalitarian Saivism that iseven a
little Victorian.*” Some Tamils are
Christians or Muslims. The Tamil lan-
guage has got Sanskritised, has
absorbed a little Portuguese and
Dutch, and is now getting thoroughly
Anglicised especially in speech.”® But
surely, the Tamils do survive as
Tamils. Indeed, if at all the ‘Tamil
Race’ needed saving, one cannot help
asking who saved it; Navalar who
worked only for the Vellalahs and
whose schools until recent years re-
fused admission to those from the
depressed castes? Or the missions that
i) educated those like Navalar and
Thamotharampillai, ii) discovered our
literature for us, iiD) worked for the
abolition of slavery and undermined
the caste-system, iv) opened the
schools to the depressed, especially
along the coastal belt, and v) advanced
female education (let alone male
education) from the abysmal state it
was in when they arrived?* The Vella-
lah answer to this is to be expected;
but is it warranted by evidence?
Perhaps it is time for Tamil scho-
larship to be less Vellalah-centric and
examine why any Tamil of that period
with some achievement was invariably
a product of the missions. Christian
missionaries have at times been iden-
tified with attitudes of racism and
imperialism, but the evidence suggests
that this was not generally so and that
this was very much less true of the
early missionaries who were at odds
with the colonial administration and
worked very much for the people at
great risk to their own lives. It is
perhaps time now, almost half a cen-
tury after independence, to take a
fresh and balanced look at their con-
tributions.

Thus we see that the Tamils in
writing biographies have a proclivity
to inexactness and fuzziness, with a
view to self-glorification, self-
adulation, and self-congratulation. 1t
is sad that even those best minds
among us who have been trained,
examined, and certified to be logical in
our thinking, cannot overcome this
tendency to self-promotion at the ex-
pense of truth. One wonders whether
this has its roots in our culture that
makes status and one-upmanship such
an important thing in life — every
Jaffna family, it is said, tries every
means to claim a higher caste status,

so much so that the proportion of
Vellalahs has risen from 30% in 1790
when the Dutch conducted a census to
roughly a half today,® and an unbe-
lievable number of families claim to be
descended from the Aryachakaravar-
this of Nallur! These figures tie in with
how the early so-called low-caste
Christians disappeared into Vellalah
Christian and indeed Hindu Vellalah
families, and demonstrate that even
Saivite claims to Vellalah status are as
dubious and spurious as Christian
ones.”

Although one would like to distance
oneself from Lord Mcauley, one cannot
but be reminded in this context of his
now famous and acerbic minute about
our ‘false history, false astronomy,
false metaphysics’, during the great
debate about whether Indians should
be educated in English or the vernacu-
lar. Do we then dismiss Macaulay as a
racist and go on as we are, or, do we
reassess and correct ourselves so as to
prove Macaulay wrong?

* S. Ratnajeevan H. Hoole is a
Professor of Engineering and an Ad-
Jjunct Professor of the H umanities and
Social Sciences at Harvey Mudd Col-
lege, Claremont, CA 91711, USA.
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THE SUB-CONTINENTAL SCENE

Ayodhya, Seshan and Muslims

by T.N. Gopalan

Call it their inability to overcome
the shock of the end of the Muslim
dynasty or the result of the mali-
cious manipulations of the erstwhile
British rulers, the Muslims in India
generally suffer from a siege men-
tality.

The misplaced panderings to the
sensibilities of the more reactionary
elements among the Muslims by
successive governments, both at the
Centre and in the states, and the
resulting Hindu backlash have
made the community feel more and
more isolated and even persecuted.

The outrageous demolition of the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya on Decem-
ber 6 1992 only confirmed their
worst fears. From then on it has
been one continuous down-the-hill
slide for them, despite the spon-
taneous show of solidarity by the
saner sections among the Hindus,

what with the recurring riots and

the propensity of the largest party in
the country, avowedly secular,
under the leadership of Mr. P.V.
Narasimha Rao, to adopt a soft
Hindutva strategy purportedly to
cut the ground from under the feet
of the communal BJP.

It was in such a context the recent
judgement of the Supreme Court
declining to decide the question
whether the Babri Masjid had been
erected on the ruins of a Hindu
temple and declaring that judiciary
could not be hustled into handing
over the controversial site to either
of the two contending parties, the
Hindus or the Muslims, short cir-
cuiting the normal channels in order
to serve the interests of the govern-
ment of the day, came as a whiff of
fresh air. The Muslims seemed to
have been reassured of the essential
secularism of the polity, and the
need for cultivating the Muslim vot-

ing bank in the elections to various
state Assemblies was (and is) a
comforting thought, as it were.

However, the one and only T.N
Seshan, the Chief Election Commis-
sioner is threatening to set the clock
back again by indirectly asking the
Muslims in some sensitive states
like Bombay to ‘prove’ their
citizenship in order to become eligi-
ble to vote in the polls.

The Presidential reference (at the
instance of the Rao government) on
the Ayodhya issue was a scarcely
concealed attempt to work on the
majority community sentiments — if
only the Supreme Court would come
out with a finding that a temple had
indeed existed on the site on which
the Masjid was subsequently
erected, the government could
gleefully throw the blame on the
court and go ahead with building the
Ram temple at the disputed site and
go on to reap an electoral harvest, it
was hoped.

The very fact that though the
President’s Rule was imposed in
Uttar Pradesh immediately after
the mosque was demolished, it took
more than 30 hours for the central
armed forces to take over the site -

Continued from page 19
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43. S. Pathmanathan, (n.d.), p. 158 (Note
37.

44. This has been dealt with at length in
S.R.H. Hoole, 1992 — see Note 30 — in
response to claims at several public meet-
ings and the Saturday Review by N.
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47. With Parvati even donning a blouse in
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48. There appear to be parallels between
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now. The Christian ideas of monotheism,
monogamy and equality among men have a
precarious acceptance in Hinduism now
and, with English, the Tamils appear to be
at a similar stage to Sanskrit when the
learned Tamils threw in Sanskrit words
liberally in their speech to prove a higher
status. It remains to be seen if English
would in time be as naturalised in Tamil as
Sanskrit is.

49. According to the missionary Mr.
Meigs, writing in 1816, he could find only
2-3 girls in Jaffna (one in Alavetty, the
second in Udupitty and the third whom he
never saw) who could read and write.
Parents refused to send a female child to
school saying that learning to read ‘spoiled
her modesty, endangered her chastity and
rendered her insubordinate to the other sex’
[Harrison, 1925 (Note 25); p. 4] Sir James
Emerson Tennent (Christianity in Ceylon,
London: John Murray, 1850; p. 156) tells us
that the few who could read were Devadasis
(temple prostitutes whose modesty and
chastity would not have been of concern to
the temple managers) who had been taught
to read and write so as to enable them to
transcribe temple music. It took long and
patient efforts by the mission to have
female education accepted.

50. B. Pfaffenburger, ‘The Political Con-
struction of Defensive Nationalism: The
1968 Temple-Entry Crisis in Northern Sri
Lanka’, J. Asian Studies, 49 (1), 1990, p. 82,
citing Banks, 1960, pp. 73-74.

51. No family in Jaffna can deny having
mixed caste/race blood. It is an interesting

fact that even families that consider them-
selves high-caste pride themselves in any
light complexion and light eyes (Poonaik-
kan) that may run in the family without
thinking of the origin. It is well documented
that in Kerala, from where many Jaffna
immigrants came (and at least a trace must
surely remain in every Jaffna family), the
Nambudri Brahmin exercised ‘The Right of
the First Night’ (Jus Primae Noctis) by
taking the Sudra bride home to bed on the
wedding night, up to the early years of this
century. Here Sudra includes the Vellalahs
— Note 30. Other reasons for light skin
among Tamils are the immigrants from
Persia and Arabia to Kerala through the
centuries as well as Roman settlers in
ancient times in Tamil Nadu and Kerala
who have disappeared into the population.
It is noted that in strict Hindu law, anyone
of mixed caste is not half this and half that,
but untouchable (asangha). Those Tamnils
who are of light skin or light eyes who do
not wish to accept this explanation, must
look to the Portuguese, Dutch and English
for one. European colonialists did have
children through Tamils (Portuguese mix-
ture in an area around Changilithoppu and
in some families is visibly evident from the
blue and reddish brown eyes). This writer
knows of one well-established Saivite family
of ‘impeccable Vellalah credentials’ that has
a Dutch ancestor who is carefully hidden
away. However, the extent of mixture re-
mains to be investigated. But unfortunate-
ly, because of the status implications and
because the very families that know will be
those least likely to speak out, the subject
will remain uninvestigated for some years.
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enough time for the Hindu zealots to
finish the construction of a make-
shift temple — was clear enough an
indication that the secular creden-
tials of the Rao regime were suspect.

More was to follow. Regular
worship at the temple was allowed,
the site and its adjoining area was
acquired, a government-sponsored

“ trust of Hindu sants floated to over-

“tions in Mr. Rao’s home state of -
Andhra Pradesh — and in neighbour- -

see the construction of a full-fledged
temple and Mr. Rao himself conve-
niently went back on his solemn
promise on the floor of the House (of
Lok Sabha) to have the mosque
rebuilt on the very site on which the
Babri Masjid had stood.

, Especially with Assembly elec-

.ing Karnataka — only a few weeks

away an ‘Amen’ would have proved
a tremendous morale booster for
him. But the Supreme Court bluntly
refused to oblige.

It, however, by a majority of three

_to two, upheld the validity of the

Ayodhya Land Acquisition Act,

1993 dealing with the acquisition of

about 67 acres of land at Ayodhya
including the site where the Masjid
had stood — but there was a catch. If
the Court had only declined to
answer the reference even while
upholding the Acquisition Act, it
would have enabled the Centre to
claim that the courts might not want
to get involved in sensitive commun-
al issues, but a government could
not afford to do so; and when the
Acquisition ‘Act had been upheld,
anyway there was already a temple
on the site, a trust of respected
sants. . .. .

But the Court struck down Sec-
tion 4(3) of the Act — dealing with
the abatement of all legal proceed-
ings in respect of the acquired land
in the lower courts — there are at
least 22 cases and 40 issues title
suits and connected proceedings
which will now revive. Such an
abatement without providing for an
alternative dispute resolution
mechanism was an extinction of the
judicial remedy and amounted to
negation of rule of law and hence
unconstitutional and invalid, the
court ruled.

The real magnitude of the implica-
tions of this ruling will become clear
when one learns that the Allahabad
High court has been sitting on the
main Ayodhya suit — as to who owns
the disputed site and other related
cases for the last four decades and
more. There is no knowing when
these will ever be disposed of.

There is also an option of transfer-
ring all those cases to the Supreme
Court through a special legislation
in the parliament, but even such a
transfer could be challenged in the
courts. Driving the Rao government
further into a corner, the Supreme
Court confined its role to that of a
statutory receiver and declared it
would hold the disputed area in
trust till the final adjudication on
the matter. No snide manipulations
in the interim, the Centre has been
warned.

And so the issue is back to square
one. The BJP is talking in terms of
taking Ayodhya back to the people’s
court, meaning rousing people’s

" emotions, stirring trouble all round.

But then the passions have cooled
down over a period of time, the
demolition frenzy has almost died
down, and right in the U.P. polarisa-
tion has been taking place on caste
lines. The Hindutva plank, of the
softer or tougher variety, seems to
be losing its voter appeal, and the
court’s punch to the Centre should
reinforce this trend.

Well there are some weaknesses.
The Court has allowed the worship
at the make-shift temple to be con-
tinued on the ground that the right
of the majority community should
not be compromised. A moving con-
cern that considering that idols of
Hindu pantheon had been smuggled
into the mosque in 1949, setting off a
chain reaction, and the make-shift
temple came up after the mosque
was razed to the ground. And the
majority judgement seems to have
taken a rather legalistic view and
not a holistic or secular view in
returning the reference un-
answered.

All the same the judgement is
indeed a blow for secularism and the
communalists have been stopped in
their tracks.

And now Mr. T.N. Seshan seems
to be all set to stir up the hornets’
nest all over again. The Muslims of
Maharashtra are up in arms since
the Election Commission has asked
them to prove their citizenship first
before voting in the Assembly elec-
tions early next year.

As part of the revision of voters’
list and during the process of issuing
photo identity cards, several police
stations have issued notices to vo-
ters to prove their citizenship de-
manding they produce either a birth
certificate, a passport, a citizenship
certification or an extract showing
an entry in the National Register of
Citizens.

Now police stations have issued
about five lakh notices in this re-
gard. Though several Hindus too
have received them, it looks like the
Maharashtra exercise is aimed at
targeting the Muslims especially, ‘as
though the government and the
election machinery believe Mr. Bal
Thackeray’s version that Muslims
are anti-national and hence we are
not citizens and if we are, then we
have to prove it’, as agitated Muslim
leaders have been quoted as saying
In some press reports.

What if such documents could not
be produced in the short time de-
manded of them? Would they have
to lose their franchise when they
had been voting all these years
without any hassle?

The Election Commission had
apparently issued such a directive in
view of the large-scale presence of
illegal immigrants in some border
states. Though there are some
Bangladeshi illegal migrants in
Bombay, nowhere are they in such
large numbers as to force virtually a
fourth of the community to prove
their citizenship.

And why of all the wings of admi-
nistration should the police be en-
trusted with such a sensitive task?
Is it an attempt to intimidate them?

After the Masjid demolition and
the riots in Bombay and the ghastly
serial explosions, the communal
situation in the state has become
very vitiated and the police is gener-
ally seen as anti-Muslim — the large
number of Muslim TADA detenus
seemed to confirm such
apprehension. In such a context
asking the police to verify the
citizenship was nothing but inviting
trouble.

While the Maharashtra govern-
ment sought to make out that it was
only acting under instructions from
the Election Commission, the latter
retaliated saying that it was all a
blatant misrepresentation of the
Commission’s instructions and that
the government had botched it up by
objectionable procedures and
hamhanded work.

It is true that the Maharashtra
government cannot escape the
blame. But the fact remains that it
was Mr. Seshan who had started it
all. The People’s Movement for Secu-
larism, the Secular Initiative and
the Friends for Education have ac-
cused Mr. Seshan of pandering to
the BJP-led campaign about the
‘substantial presence of foreign

Continued on page 23
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nationals, illegal migrants from
Bangladesh in Assam and Delhi’.

A joint statement from those orga-
nisations pointed out that Mr.
Seshan had been involved in a run-
ning battle with the Assam govern-
ment on the number of foreigners in
the state, an explosive issue in that
area. Even in Delhi a large number
of Muslims were dropped from the
voters’ list in an exercise not very
long ago.

They pointed out that Mr. Seshan
was only trying to arrogate to him-
self powers which the Constitution
never conceived of delegating to
him. But then that is in character. A
la Mr. Pandian, a former Speaker of
the Tamil Nadu Assembly, Mr.
Seshan has been claiming, even if
not in so many words, that sky is the
limit of his powers. And worse he is
not free from a communal bias.

He is a regular visitor to Sankara
Mutt in Kancheepuram and did not
hesitate in using industrialist Dhir-
ubvhai Ambani’s plane to airdash on
the death of the senior pontiff of the
mutt. It is not just a question of
devotion. As can be seen from a
recent observation of his — ‘I believe
that anybody who calls himself an

Indian is a Hindu. . . . We have lost
sight of this very fundamental prin-
ciple in our lives. . ... Very much a

statement from the Muslims.

And now Mr. Seshan has latched
on to a statement from the Union
Welfare Minister Sitaram Kesri
advocating reservations in jobs for
the Muslims and has demanded that
he be sacked from the cabinet.

While Mr. Sitaram Kesri was only
playing to the gallery, the Commis-
sioner’s reaction smacks not just of
arrogance but also of insensitivity —
like when he reacted banning Urdu
news bulletin in Karnataka when
the issue had become communalised.

Some fundamentalist Muslim
leaders like the notorious Syed
Ahmed Bukhari, Imam of the Jama
Masjid, New Delhi are now trying to
rally the Muslim opinion against the
Cong-I in the current round of elec-
tions. One has to wait and see where
will all this lead the nation to. But
when you have a Prime Minister
who would reverentially touch the
feet of a Shankaracharya with his
head in public and a Chief Election
Commissioner who speaks the lan-
guage of Hindu zealots, things are
not obviously very rosy.

== TAMIL NADU NEWSLETTER

Jayalalitha’s Discomfitures

by T.N. Gopalan

Ms. Jayalalitha seems to be going
through yet another disconcerting
phase, what with the Supreme
Court ordering her government to
immediately comply with its orders
to create additional seats in the
medical course facilitating admis-
sion of more non-Backward Class
candidates and the state Congress
leaders torpedoing her moves to
have an alliance with the Cong-I in
Karnataka with a view to reviving
the ties and with an eye on the
elections in this state two years
hence.

While the Indian Constitution has
been amended in order to provide for
69 per cent reservation in state
government jobs and educational
institutions, an act passed by the
state Assembly to this effect was
included in the Ninth Schedule,
placing it beyond the pale of judicial
scrutiny, the Supreme Court has
decreed that as far as 1994-95
admissions to the professional
courses were concerned, the state
would have to conform to the 50-per-
cent-ceiling norm in the case of
reservations for the Backward Clas-
ses — which meant in the case of the
medical course 62 more seats have
to be filled up from the open com-
petition. Though even of the 62
candidates on the merit list eligible
for these additional seats, as many
as 26 are from the Backward Clas-
ses, the Opposition would have none
of this arrangement as it means
compromising on the 69 per cent
reservation norm, a hard won right
of the BCs.

The AIADMK government hum-
med and hawed, would not dare
offend the court nor like to be seen
giving in on an issue ‘vital to the
survival of the BCs’ and so sought to
postpone the inevitable by seeking
clarification after clarification from
the court. Now the latter has ruled
that its earlier orders be complied
with failing which the officials of the
state government must present
themselves before it and explain the
non-implementation of the order.

At the time of writing, indications
were that the AIADMK would fall in
line. How the DMK-led opposition
reacts and what if the Supreme

Court ultimately quashes the Con-
stitutional amendment itself are
questions for which no ready
answers are available. What is clear
is that this would continue to prove
a thorny issue for quite sometime to
come.

But the major blow to her was the
decision of the Cong-l not to have
any truck with the AIADMK In the
Karnataka Assembly elections.
Surely the AIADMK is no big force
there. At best there are a few Tamil-
dominated constituencies where its
support could prove vital to the
Cong-1, especially so when its pros-
pects are not all that bright. And it
was the Karnataka Chief Minister,
Mr. Veerappa Moily who is reported
to have initiated the move for an
alliance, but Ms. Jayalalitha re-
sponded enthusiastically.

She could have hoped that in the
context of Prime Minister’s readily
extending her a helping hand on the
reservation issue, pushing through
the necessary constitutional amend-
ment, and the vital stakes he had in
the Karnataka and A.P. elections,
he would grab the hand of-
friendship. But you can always trust
her to spoil her own case by display-
ing overweening arrogance at the:
most inopportune moments.

First she had the Speaker of the
Tamil Nadu Assemby Sedapatti R.
Muthiah refuse to declare the six
Cong-1 MLAs despatched expelled
from the party as unattached. Presi-
dent of the party Mr. Narasimha
Rao himself should write to him on
the matter. A letter from the Gener-
al Secretary Mr. Janardhan Poojari
would not do, he said.

These six MLAs have, it may be
recalled here, openly aligned them-
selves with the AIADMK, in .-
rant violation of the party line. It
was only with a great lot of difficulty
the state unit of the Cong-I man-
aged to persuade the High Com-
mand to expel them from the party.
The decision was also duly com-
municated to the Assembly Speaker.

Obviously the Speaker’s decision
only means half a door is kept open
for a possible reversal of the expul-

Continued on page 24
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sion decision and corollarily for re-
vival of the alliance.

Obviously Ms. Jayalalitha is still
hoping to build bridges with the
Cong-I high command over the
heads of the state unit leaders as has
been pointed out in earlier de-
spatches.

It was perhaps this attitude which
made her arrogantly and impulsive-
ly order Union Minister of State for
Industries M. Arunachalam out of
an aircraft in which she flew from
Madurai to Madras.

Apparently the service, operated
by a private firm and meant for the
general public, had been specially
converted into an exclusive flight for
her and her minions for the occasion.
Unaware of the development Mr.
Arunachalam, a Moopanar loyalist,
stepped into the aircraft, duly
greeted her, took his seat only to be
brusquely turned out by a police
official, of course acting under the
Chief Minister’s instructions.

If the fact that he had failed to
argue his case — he had been booked
on that flight and the airlines had a
moral obligation — or stand his
ground but meekly walked out
showed him in a poor light, the
meanness of the Chief Minister’s
action was even more appalling.
That the Minister was a Dalit lent
the episode even more lurid colours.

It was in the light of these de-
velopments that Mr. Vazhapadi K.
Ramamurthy could prevail on the
High Command not to have any
truck with the AIADMK since by
doing so it would be sending wrong
signals to the people of Tamil Nadu.
Mr. Rao ultimately fell in line.

Annoyed the AIADMK
announced that it would be contest-
ing four seats in Karnataka and
three in A.P., just to spite the Cong-I
and spoil its chances wherever possi-
ble. The TNCC-I has launched a
one-crore signature campaign de-
manding the ouster of the Jayala-
litha regime. And so the show goes
on.

For an update on the controversy
relating to the biography of Mr. T.N.
Seshan, yet another interim injunc-
tion has been granted, this time on
the ground that the book seeks to
cast apersions on MGR.

Mr. Seshan narrates in a chapter
how MGR sought to favour a sick
private firm at the cost of the state
exchequer and how Mr. Seshan the
then Industry Secretary to the state,

tried in vain to block the deal, and
how subsequently he was shunted
out of the department. Ms. Jayala-
litha found the references offensive
and moved the Madras High Court
once again. No less a person than
former Attorney General K. Para-
saran is appearing on her behalf.

Mr. Justice K. Ramamurthy, only
recently appointed to the High
Court bench, also found the passage
In question ‘unbecoming of the high
office of the Election Commissioner
but also in bad taste’. When the
question of freedom of expression
was raised, the Judge retorted that
the book would have been of no
consequence had it been written by
an Opposition leader, but from a
CEC, oh, no, it was too much!

The Court was informed that the
book was already in circulation
minus the controversial chapter on
Mr. Annadurai. No fait accompli,
please. And so yet another injunc-
tion was slapped on the book. That it
is freely available in the book stalls
is another story.

TADA

In another development, Mr.
Neduchezhian, a Tamil nationalist
professor from Trichy and a strong

Tamil nationalist, has been detained
under the TADA, allegedly because .-
a member of an obscure Tamil ex-:
tremist group, co-accused in a crime-
of seeking to waylay a person while
he was returning from a bank in
Thanjavur district sometime -ago,
reportedly told the police that he
had developed Tamil nationalist con-
victions because of the inspiration
from Prof. Nedunchezhian.

The detention has been widely
condemned and there was a one-day
token fast in the city on November 8
to condemn such detentions and
demand the repeal of the Act. Mr. P.
Nedumaran, a well-known votary of -
the LTTE, presided, but the prog---
ramme participants. were -drawn -
from a wide range of political opin- -
ions. :

(Incidentally the TADA is not a
preventive detention law as might
be misunderstood from a despatch
from this correspondent in the Octo- -
ber issue. A connecting paragraph:
between the remarks on preventive:
detention laws and on those draco-
nian measures aimed at preventing
crimes against the State was in-
advertently left out. TADA is in-
voked only after a crime is commit-
ted. The error is regretted.)

The Rout of the War Mongers

by Amaradasa Fernando

This is a postscript to my earlier
articles appearing in the Sunday
Observer headlined ‘The last chance
for peace’ (11.11.94). ‘The war mon-
gers’ (9.10 part), ‘Let’s give peace a
chance!” (War Mongers 11 — 30.10).
In all these articles I did not pull my
punches against communalists and
racists, viz. — K.M.P. Rajaratne, F.R.
Jayasuriya, Gamani Jayasuriya and
Cyril Mathew. This was directly
responsible for the marginalising of
the TULF and rise of the LTTE and
its leader Prabhakaran. These peo-
ple, I would call the ‘vintage’ racists
of yesteryear.

The second generation of racists
was of more recent origin. In order
to give credence and respectability,
the local Klu Klux Klaners cloaked
themselves in different garbs giving
an ideological aura to their organisa-
tions. They were the ‘Jathika Chin-
thaniya’ led by Dr. Gunadasa Amer-
asekera and quondam Professor
Nalin de Silva. Then there was ‘Hela
Urumaya’ of Dr. Neville Fernando,
Tilak Karunaratne, and Niyathapa-
la. Dinesh Gunawardena stands in

splendid isolation, as he wants to
parade an anti-UNP radicalism.
This pose of radicalism comes as an
incubus from his father. Alas!, both
had been infected with the. virus of
racialism.

In the Presidential Election, it was
significant that Dinesh Gunawarde-
na’s MEP was neutral in the deadly
struggle between the PA and the
UNP. I am sure that this gentleman
would 'be more comfortable like the
father who in his last years ex-
perimented with the UNP.

The high falutin’ Sinhalaya Maha
Sammathaye Boomiputra Party’,
was really a mad hatter’s murderous
gang. The first time it surfaced was
when we saw one of its members
contesting under its party flag in the
parliamentary general election of
August '94. He was the same man
who served a prison sentence for the
attempted murder with a rifle butt
of Rajiv Gandhi, when he was re-
viewing the guard of honour, given
to him when he came to sign the
Indo-Lanka Pact of 1987.

The Bhoomi Putrayas who con-




15 DECEMBER 1994

TAMIL TIMES 25

tested only in the Hambantota Dis-
trict got a miserable 247 votes. In
the Presidential, they improved
their performance by getting 1000
votes in the Hambantota District.
Dr. Harishchandra Wijetunge, its
President contested the Presidential
Election losing his deposit, but
crawling to 32,651 votes islandwide,
with a percentage of 0.43.

He appeared on TV after his
crushing defeat, on the same even-
ing of the election result and had the
effrontery to say clownishly, that
though his party was comparatively
new, the country had endorsed his
views! Then there were two well-
known journalists of whom, Dayan
Jayatilleke has become a recent re-
cruit to the ranks of the war mon-
gers.

Double game

In a recent television debate on
TNL he said that if necessary we
should go on fighting the LTTE for
the next years! Dayan is not a
racialist as far as I know, but he
has a chip on his shoulder, con-
cerning Chandrika Kumaratunga,
who he accuses of having betrayed
her husband Vijaya.

* A Sinhala journalist Edmond
Ranasinghe, till recently the Edi-
tor of the Divayina another in-
veterate racialist and war monger
was another one of the powerful
voices against the PA and Chan-
drika Kumaratunga.

Ranasinghe resigned his post,
though he is still retained at the
Upali Group, when the manage-
ment had his pro-war, and racist
headline, Dora eriya, Koti penna
(‘the door was opened, the Tiger
jumped in’), meaning that Chan-
drika by her re-opening negotia-
tions with the Tigers was directly
responsible for the killing of Gami-
ni Dissanayake, and several other
front line leaders of the UNP. How
pathetic it is to see the Divayina
which has been the torch bearer
for racialism come out grovellingly
in its election victory edition in
three colours, in type usually used
for the declaration of a world war!
It said: ‘Loka Warthawak’ (World
Record).

Bringing up the rear are the two
legal eagles, Gamini Iriyagolle and
S.L. Gunasekera. All these are the
more vocal elements who thrive on
the cesspit of racialism. There are
several well-known men in saffron

||||| N 1111} LU LS TR R R R LA RS AT AR LR AR IRIS
Electorate Party Gen.Election Pres.Election
Aug. ‘94 Oct. '94
Col.North UNP 24,522-54.62% 15,924-37.37%
Col.North PA 18,140-40.41% 26,250-61.61%
Col.East UNP 17,858-44.72% 12,806-34.23%
Col.East - PA 18,211-45.60% 23,867-63.79%
Col.West UNP 12,983-51.06% 8,557-36.67%
Col.West PA 8,977-35.31% 14,329-61.41%
Col.Cent UNP 50,136-52.38% 33,824-37.17%
Col.Cent PA 42,060-43.94% 56,219-61.78%
Electorate  Party Gen.Election Pres.Election E
Hambantota UNP 38.67% 35.99% E
Hambantota PA 53.51% 61.52% E
Matara UNP 37.43% 33.56%
Matara -PA 59.90% 64.69% E
Galle UNP 41.24% 37.28% H
Galle PA 56.39% 51.40% £
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robes whom I refuse to call Buddh-
ist monks, because this would be a
grave insult to the Compassionate
One, the Gautama Buddha, and
his teachings whose prime mes-
sage was tolerance.

The UNP played a double game,
running with the hare and hunt-
ing with the hounds. The organis-
ers of the funeral of Gamini Dis-
sanayake, shamelessly turned it
into a political stunt. They drag-
ged his grieving innocent widow
and his elder son, into the rough
and tumble world of sordid politics.
They twisted their funeral ora-
tions into a political platform
where, the ex-Speaker castigated
the Chandrika Government for
conspiracy in the assassination of
Gamini Dissanayake. So did
Sarath Kongahage, SLMP Provin-
cial Councillor, and Lieutenant of
Ossie Abeygunasekera and Sarath
Amunugama, well-known side-
kick of Gamini Dissanayake’s
‘ghost’ candidate, who all made
inflammatory speeches.

But for the vigilance of the
police a riot might have broken out
giving the signal for islandwide
racial riots, as happened when 13
Sinhala soldiers were cremated at
Kanatte on ‘Black July’ 1983, the
obvious motive being to ask for a
postponement of the elections.
This would have given time for the
arch manipulator to coach the
widow in the art of hurly burly of
politics. Fortunately for the coun-
try, the machinations of this indi-
vidual misfired.

Analysis ,
I would like to give a short

analysis of election figures to show

those who said that had Gamini

Dissanayake lived he would have

easily defeated Chandrika;
Kumaratunga and also to debunk

those sceptics of the Jathika Chin-

thaka lunatic fringe, that in the!
Deep South the Ruhunu Putras,

the true blooded Sinhala Buddh-

ists, would cast their votes against

the Chandrika, Prabhakaran,

Ashraff, Thondaman quartet.

The above electorates are tradi-
tional UNP strongholds. It is ob-
vious that the minorities voted
with the PA. However, it seems in .
spite of this, it is clear that there .
has been no erosion of the tradi-
tional PA vote that the UNP and
the other racialists were ex-
pecting. N

Now let us take three Southern
Electorates district wise.

From the above analysis it will
be seen that in spite of the Cassan-
dras’ forebodings that there would
be an erosion of the PA vote, no
such erosion in the deep South
took place, in spite of adverse
racialist propaganda against the
PA. On the contrary, it has gained
at the expense of the UNP vote.
Thus the racist monster has been
flayed for the third time. Firt at
the ‘Francisco’ Southern Provin-
cial Council election in May 1994.
Then the General Election of Au-
gust 1994 and the Presidential
Election of November 1994.

There is a school of thought
which boasted that had Gamini
Dissanayake been alive he would
have easily won the election. In

Continued on page 26
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- Psychological Trauma

‘Mana Vadu’ by Dr. Daya Somasundaram, Head of Department of
Psychiatry, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

A recent leading article in the Brit-
ish Medical Journal (10th July 1993)
commented: ‘we have known for
centuries that traumatic events,
both physical or mental have a pro-
found and often lasting effect on the
personality. Yet somehow we keep
forgetting this phenomenon; it has
been rediscovered, redescribed and
renamed by each generation.’ This
statement encapsulates the con-
sequences of trauma. However,
work that began in this area after
the Second World War continued
and the focus widened to include not
only those directly involved in com-
bat but also the civilian population
that was affected by war. Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder recog-
nised particularly since the early
1980s came to be accepted as a
diagnostic category.

The psychological devastation
caused by the ethnic violence on Sri
Lanka punctuated by volcanic erup-
tiens until 1983 and now endemic as
a war in the North East can never
be fully estimated or understood.

Despite the enormity of the task and -

the trying conditions that surround
him Daya Somasundaram takes the

Gamlinued from page 25

fact, Mr. M.H. Mohamed has said
that he was winning the election
and that was why the Government
with the releasing of 30 Tigers,
was instrumental in Gamini’s
assassination. Even if Mr.
Thondaman’s 400,000 votes went
to Gamini Dissanayake, still he
would have to make almost
another 1,500,000 to defeat Chan-
drika. Not even the greatest UNP
optimist would in his wildest
dreams have expected such a
world record in high jump!

Finally I would like to quote
that great Bolshevik revolution-
ary, Leon Trotsky on what he had
to say to the defeated Mensheviks,
(which will aptly fit our own ra-
cists) “‘You are pitiful isolated indi-
viduals; your role is played out. Go
to where you belong from now on —
into the rubbish can of history!

first bold steps in his book Mana
Vadu (Scarred Mind).

Daya Somasundaram’s creden-
tials are unique. What makes Daya
Somasundaram stand out is, in the
words of Brian Seneviratne ‘the
courage, determination and patriot-
ism to stay where they are needed
and say what is right rather than
what is convenient or acceptable to
some power base.’

The book is in Tamil and is a
compilation of material presented at
many seminars and training ses-
sions organised by voluntary bodies
notably by Shanthiham, a counsell-
ing centre for victims of trauma. It is
aimed at professionals, medical stu-
dents and many field workers,
teachers, nurses and clerics, who
share the concern for victims of war.
The presentation, however, makes it
accessible to members of the public
who will find it a useful manual.

This is also the first Tamil text in
psychiatry in Sri Lanka and the
author has very ably dealt with the
difficulties relating to the use of
technical terms, some of which have
been coined for the first time. The
synopsis in English at the beginning
and the Glossary of equivalent
terms at the end will help those
whose Tamil is weak or is turning
rusty. It is heartening to note that
the author has made a special effort
to adhere to Tamil literary and
grammatical conventions. There are
quotations from Puranaanuru,
Thirukkural and Thirumanthiram.

The main body of the book is in
three chapters. The first introduces
the concept of psycholegical trauma
and refers to adaptive and maladap-
tive coping mechanisms. There are
also references to published work in
the international arena.

The second chapter spanning over
80 pages sets out in great detail the
environmental and personal vari-
ables that determine the psycholo-
gical responses to trauma. There are
descriptions of the sequence and the
corresponding time scale of events.
Alterations in bodily functions and

the psychological basis of many

T

physical complaints are clearly ex-
plained. The author sets out how
prolonged and unresolved trauma
lead to disease states.

One of the behavioural responses
to trauma is to flee from the site,
seeking refuge or asylum. The dis-
placed and dispossessed whether
within their own country or abroad,
face challenges different to the ones
confronting those who remain. The
consequences of mass migration are
two-fold. There are problems facing
the refugees, say in a country like
the U.K. The author correctly
emphasises the importance of
addressing this issue. On the other
hand a large number of people who
fled the homelands are either profes-
sionals or elders with maturity and
wisdom. The void is having its own
effect on those who remain. There is
particular reference to the disrup-
tion of health services by the author
and a plea to organisations such as
the Medical Institute of Tamils to
continue help. :

The concluding chapter is on
treatment approaches. The different
methods — physical, psychological
and social are described and the
spiritual dimension is not ignored.
The author underlines the import-
ance of using local resources and
healing metheds in the care of the
victims. He desists from a blind
adherence to Western techniques
but incorporates such things as yoga
asana, meditation, jebam, recitation
etc. into the therapeutic repertoire.

The boek is presented in an easily
readable form with line diagrams
and half a dozen charts. There are a
number of case vignettes to illus-
trate the symptoms of the disorders
but it would have been helpful to
add- a note on the treatment
approaches used and the outcome.

Footnote: the book is best read in
conjunction with a video recently
released in London — Annai itta thee
(The Fire the Mother Lit), again
released by the University of Jaffna
and depicting the psychological con-
sequences of the ethnic war.

Review by: Dr. Kandiah Sivaku-
mar M.R.CP. (Psych), Consultant
Psychiatrist.

Copies of the book Mana Vadu
and the video Annai itta thee can be
obtained at £7.00 & £10.00 respec-
tively from —

The Medical Institute of Tamils
or Tamil Information Centre
Thamil House,

720 Romford Road,
London E12 6BT.
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~ Tigers of Sri Lanka

Tigers of Sri Lanka: From Boys to Guerrillas by K. Narayan Swamy,
Konark Publishers Pvt. Ltd., Delhi, Rs.350.
Review by Prof. Bertram Bastiampillat,
University of Colombo.

At a time when an end to the civil
war and the ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka and instead an era of peace,
is being debated, Tigers of Lanka:
From Boys to Guerrillas affords
topical and illuminating reading.
This is a book written after patient
and diligent investigation, and en-
riched by his personal interest,
knowledge and understanding, M.R.
Narayan Swamy provides the read-
er with a deep and clear insight into
many matters which otherwise
would have been incomprehensible
or hazily understood in regard to the
long lasting ethnic strife in Sri
Lanka.

All the players in the sad and
sordid ethnic conflict and violence
which seems to go on and on in Sri
Lanka appear as characters that
could evoke only cynicism about
human character. The two principal
political parties in the governance of
Sri Lanka, the United National Par-
ty (UNP) and the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP), had over the
years been insensitive to the Tamil
demands. Frustrated as the Tamil
political leadership was owing to this
response, on May 14, 1976 the lead-
ership proclaimed that the only
salvation for the discriminated
Tamils lay in establishing Eelam or
a separate Tamil State. Coin-
cidentally on May 5, 1976, Velupillai
Prabhakaran had founded the Li-
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) which still remains today
intractable and intransigent in
fighting the Sri Lanka Government
in the quest for autonomy for the
Tamils, if not for a separate state
now. In any settlement of the con-
flict now the LTTE has to be reck-
oned with.

This book gives a vivid account,
exhaustively and coherently, of the
origins and growth of the ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka. In this phe-
nomenon, the role of a leader like
Amirthalingam who gave support to
these militants in the initial stages
particularly, and the part he played
thereafter is well delineated. The
activities of Mavai Senadirajah,
Murugesu Sivasithamberam and
others of the earlier Federal Party
(FP), and later the Tamil United
Liberation Party (TULF), in regard

to the struggle for the rights of the
Tamils and the endeavour of Neelan
Thiruchelvam to persevere with
talks when the militant groups had
forfeited their faith in discussions
with the Sri Lanka Government are
traced by the Author.

To those who wish to gain a good
grasp of what ails Sri Lanka even
today and why it has still failed to
become a nation in the true sense of
the word, this book can supply some
of the answers. It surveys the birth
of militancy, the provocation for it
provided by the governments of Sri
Lanka, and in the final chapter the
conclusion is made that to end the
Tamil ethnic conflict amicably, the
Sri Lankan Government would have
to announce a package that would
satisfy the Tamil sentiments at
large and then try to build a nation-
al consensus around it.

The writer emphasises that drag-
ging its (government’s) feet now
would lead only to more deaths,
destruction and despair. One cannot
disagree with him.

The eleven chapters in this survey
graphically describe how from the
start itself suspicion kept the mili-
tant groups apart although at times
they would throw in their lot on
carrying out a dangerous but
daredevil attack that would leave
the Sri Lankan Government badly
hurt and its morale shattered. More
chilling are the accounts of how one
militant group goes on to extermin-
ate the other, and then another, and
so on. Evidently, at no stage, and
certainly not for long, did any love
prevail between the diverse groups.
And the groups were so numerous;
Eelam Liberation Organisation
(ELO), Eelam National Democratic
Liberation Front (ENDLF), Eelam
National Liberation Front (ENLF),
Eelam People’s Revolutionary Li-
beration Front (EPRLF), Eelam Re-
volutionary Communist Party
(ERCP), Eelam Revolutionary Orga-
nisation of Students (EROS), Gener-
al Union of Eelam Students (GUES),
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), People’s Liberation Orga-
nisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE)
and Tamil Eelam Liberation Orga-
nisation (TELO). Even this list may

not furnish a comprehensive enum-
eration of groups and factions. But,
of course, of these only a few really
matter, and in any case one by one,
the groups got driven to the wall
until the LTTE emerges as the most
ruthlessly dominant force, and re-
mains to be so.

It is interesting also to note how
one group is more favoured by India
at one time and then another one
displaces it in the good books of the
Indian authorities. And the Indian
authorities and the Agencies also
appear to have worked independent
of one another — the Indian diploma-
tic community would not know the
moves of the the Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW), and likewise
the Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) would not know what the
diplomats or the RAW were up to.
Hardly any co-ordination prevailed
and actions were shrouded in secre-
cy and concealment. They acted
often separately. '

The author’s investigations that
reveal torture, conscription and
brute force employed by the militant
groups make spine-tingling reading
indeed. Some of the groups especial-
ly come out as atrocious and in-
humane in their behaviour,
although one cannot say that any
group had its hands clean. An excel-
lent understanding is gained of the
nature of the militant groups — those
who appear to be humane now were
really barbarous then according to
the accounts in the study. And one
group is not averse to enslaving or
even exterminating another as each
one sought sole mastery although all.
of them professed to be ‘liberators’ of
the same people. Narayan Swamy
reveals quite an amount of informa-
tion about Tamil Nadu’s role in
training camps, acquisition of arms,
and of the exploits carried out by
those groups beginning with the
killing of Mayor Alfred Duraiappah
and Inspector Batiampillai; the
attacks on the Sri Lankan Army,
and other such deeds.

One begins to understand the
different agenda of the various par-
ties that were embroiled in the long
drawn out conflict. India had her
own objectives, the RAW their own
designs, the TULF’s plans were
different and the various groups
harboured their own aims. The wri-
ter makes out how one tries to
outwit the other and often fail in the
endeavour. The waxing and waning
fortunes of each group are vividly

Continued on page 28




28 TAMIL TIMES

15 DECEMBER 1994

POLITICAL
ASSASSINATIONS

T.N. GOPALAN’S commentary on
the current morbid status of Rajiv
Gandhi’s assassination probe is
quite revealing in how power equa-
tions work in politics (7.7T., Aug.
1994). He states that, ‘there are
vested interests at work, and they
would not like the (Jain) Commis-
sion to go the way it pleased’. But he
did not identify these ‘vested in-
terests’. Why? Surely, he is not so
ignorant on who these ‘vested in-
terests’ are.

Political assassinations and what
follows when an associate of the
assassinated leader ascends to the
power has remained predictable
since the times of Julius Caesar.
Bertrand Russell, in his classic
work, Power (1938) wrote:

‘A politician, if he is to succeed,
must be able to win the confidence of
his machine, and then to arouse
some degree of enthusiasm in a
majority of the electorate. The qual-
ities required for these two stages on
the road to power are by no means
identical, and many men possess the
one without the other’.

According to this principle, the
associate of an assassinated leader is
placed in a precarious position, if he
is not photogenic or does not possess

mass appeal. So, he will do every-
thing not to revive the memories of
his assassinated colleague.

Lyndon Johnson ascended to the
power following John F. Kennedy’s
assassination in 1963. Hosni Mubar-
ak became the leader of Egypt after
the assassination of Anwar Sadat in
1981. Narasimha Rao was lucky to
become the prime minister due to
the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi.
Similarly, D.B. Wijetunge owes his
position as the President to the
assassins of R. Premadasa.

One can see parallels in the styles
of how Johnson, Mubarak, Rao and
Wijetunge have behaved in ‘solving
the problem’ of the assassinations of
their immediate predecessors. John-
son and Mubarak rushed to deliver
the ‘verdict’ and tried their best to
erase the public memories of their
assassinated predecessors, though it
is questionable how much they suc-
ceeded in this venture. Still doubts
remain about who assassinated
Kennedy and Sadat, and for what
reasons. Rao and Wijetunge worked
in the opposite direction to that of
Johnson and Mubarak. But their
motives remained the same. They
are least interested in finding an
answer to the assassinations, which
brought them to the pinnacle of
power.

Politicians who step into the shoes
of their assassinated predecessors do
not gain much by reviving the
memories of their deceased seniors.
An exception to this rule of thumb
occurs when the new leader is a
family member of the deceased lead-
er. Thus the ‘chapters’ on the mur-

Continued from page 27

traced. Deceit, treachery, chicanery
and prevarication of which so much
is detailed, tell the reader a tale of
intrigue and double dealing that has
been endemic in the ethnic conflict.

The TELO getting embroiled in a
violent conflict with the LTTE, the
latter’s onslaught on the former’s
camps and its near annihilation of
the TELO, and then the killings of
the EPRLF leadership make grue-
some reading. The PLOTE and its
activities that are outlined are
equally frightful. Much more of such
horrible accounts are related. Sadly,
the IPKF comes out poorly but not
through any intrinsic fault.

Author Narayan Swamy piles
facts after facts and detail after
detail to give the reader a cogent
and impressive recount of the ethnic

strife that has hurt and still bedevils
Sri Lanka. He writes lucidly and in a
simple pleasant to read style of the
history of the origins of the ethnic
conflict and its deterioration into
brutal violence over the years. To
those who are interested in the
contemporary disturbed situation in
Sri Lanka, this is compulsory and
interesting reading. Narayan
Swamy does not spare the misjudge-
ment of the Indian political big wigs;
the errors in the intelligence of RAW
and their duplicity; the naivety of
the Indian diplomatic entity in Sri
Lanka, the fundamental cardinal
causative faults of the Sri Lankan
political leadership, and the bloody
nature of the Sri Lankan militant
groups; one cannot but recognise
that the IPKF had all along been
misled misinformed and misdirected
— it is a judicious study indeed.

der of SSW.R.D. Bandaranaike and
Indira Gandhi were closed in quick-
est possible time, because Sirimavo
Bandaranaike and Rajiv Gandhi
who followed them respectively were
related to the deceased leaders.
Since Narasimha Rao is no relation
to Rajiv Gandhi, the murder mys-
tery of the latter will take the simi-
lar route as that of John F. Ken-
nedy. The truth will never be
known.

Sachi Sri Kantha,

Osaka 565,
Japan.

THE TAMIL PROBLEM -
Hurdles and Possibilities
for a Settlement

NONE can pray as fervently as the
Sri Lankan Tamils, for a just and
enduring settlement, of the so-called
Tamil problem, which has brought
so much disaster and suffering to
the vast majority of the Tamils
living in Sri Lanka. Many and
varied are the ideas and opinions as
to what would constitute a just
settlement, with the Sinhalese and
Tamils differing widely on basic
issues. The hurdles to any settle-
ment whatsoever, are indeed for-
midable. However, it is of crucial
importance that the Tamils clearly
understand the implications and the
realities that are basic to this prob-
lem, such that negotiations and for-
mulations being canvassed, be wise-
ly judged. This is particularly impor-
tant, since various interested parties
and invididuals have conspired to
formulate and present ideas, often
with a view to promote their own
selfish interests.

It would be pure self delusion for
the Tamils to believe that the Gov-
ernment and the very great major-
ity of the Sinhalese have been emo-
tionally willing to concede anything
worthwhile to the Tamils, except for
cosmetic concessions which would
not promote Tamil interest and self-
hood. All along, the Sinhala objec-
tive has been the suppression of the
Tamils, and the mode, a military
solution. President D.B. expressed
this briefly and succinctly, when he
declared that there was no Tamil
Problem, but only a problem of ter-
rorism, equating the Tamil struggle
as a case of pure terrorism, to be
crushed accordingly. To attain this,
time was important to beef up milit-
ary capabilities by vast expansion of
the Army, and the procurement of
sophisticated military equipment, to
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buttress, not only the Army, but also
the Navy and the Air Force, to
enable an overwhelming superior-
ity. It would have been considered a
betrayal of the Sinhala cause, if the
vast expense and resources compiled
to build up the military machine, be
not used to the fullest. This should
be remembered, in the context of
President Premadasa being involved
in the highly publicised negotiations
with the Tigers, whilst surreptitious
preparations were being prepared
and supplies procured, to launch an
offensive, when ready. These nego-
tiations were for the purpose of
beguiling the LTTE and also for
placating world opinion as to the
peaceful intentions of the Govern-
ment. Many Tamils had been de-
luded into the belief that a peaceful
resolution of the problem could have
been achieved, but for the obdur-
ance of the LTTE.

It would hardly be necessary to
recapitulate the long history of the
peaceful agitation and conferences
launched by the Tamils to gain their
rights and the equally frequent bet-
rayals by the Government, to keep
promises made. It is essential for the
Tamils to realize, that it has always
been the valiant and sustained
offensive capabilities against the
Army, which has gradually eroded
the objective of a military solution,
and forced some willingness to con-
sider a political solution. Despite the
frequent reverses, the confidence of
the Army to crush the LTTE in their
heartland, remained unabated, and
hence the boast of the President
D.B. However, the failure of the
Yarldevi Operation and the sacking
of the Poonakeri invasion base
camp, resulting in the capture by
the Tigers of a vast and adequate
weaponry, abated the confidence in
a military solution. This was com-
pounded by the intolerable strain on
the resources and economy of the
Island, which for decades had drasti-
cally sapped the development of the
country.

This implies that whatever party
be in power, the need to resolve the
conflict, must be a priority. No
doubt, Chandrika has also brought a
greater dedication to such an en-
deavour, though she would not by
herself have carried through the
prospect of negotiations, amongst
the diehard Sinhalese, if not for the
gradual realisation that the military
option cannot be sustained. This has
become all the more evident in view
of the rapidly declining morale of the
soldiers to fight against a far more

.resolute foe. The willingness of the

Army top brass to fight, is tempered
by the soldier’s unwillingness to
fight. The Sinhala soldier has been
notorious for indiscipline, and it is
said that D.B. Wijetunga’s intention
to somehow continue the U.N.P. by
manipulation, had been thwarted by
a warning from the High Command,
that the Sinhala soldier might rebel.

Hence the present spate of nego-
tiations and emissaries to the North.
However, it is crucially important to
realize that the objective of curbing
Tamil regeneration is no whit less on
the part of the Government. Tamil
regeneration and self sufficiency,
which is the base for Tamil progress
and development is based on econo-
mic and territorial viability. Only
the merger of the North and East,
together with adequate devolution
of power to manage their affairs, is
the bottom line, to which the Tamils
must hold fast. Truncated pieces of
the East attached to the North,
could be of little avail. It is only the
lack of confidence in the Sinhala
ability to crush the Tamils and the
latter’s ability to sustain their capa-
bilities, which has convinced the
Muslims to throw in their lot with
the Tamils, with their own safe-
guards.

From the above, it would be seen
that the Government whatever par-
ty be in power, must sooner or later
come to terms with the LTTE for a
solution of the Tamil Problem. It
follows purely and solely on the basis
of the LTTE being able to hold their
own, and in no way a change of
heart, except on the basis of facing
reality. The LTTE’s ability to carry
on and sustain their struggle, would
depend greatly on the Tamil willing-
ness to endure the hardships and
sufferings of the decade’s long con-
flict. The faint hearts, and the
stooges, so abundant on the Govern-
ment side, would doubtless be the
first objective, to be harnessed to
thwart or reduce Tamil demands.
These stooges and quislings have
resorted to the popular game of
‘running with the hare and hunting
with the hounds’, merely to gain
power for themselves.

T. Balasingham,
14 Norbury Crescent,
Scarborough,
Ontario, Canada.

Private Tuition
Pure/Applied Mathematics.
Statistics, Physics O/A Level,
Homes visited.

Tel: 081-864 3227

DID JESUS LIVE IN INDIA?

REFERENCE the letter in the
Forum page, ‘Did Jesus Live in
India?, it may be of interest to your
readers that a Malay Muslim theolo-
gian in Malaysia cites that there is a
span in Mohamed’s life which is
unaccounted and according to this
theologian even Mohamed, the Mus-
lim Holy Prophet spent a number of
years in India.

So it is most likely that not only
Jesus but Mohamed studied religion
in India.
o D. Ratnasamy,

Singapore 1642.

TRAITORS ARE MORE
DANGEROUS

SOME of the material printed in
your November *94 issue is offensive
to the Tamil speaking peoples of
Ceylon.

The world accepts the ethnic civil
war in Ceylon as a reality. There are
two parties involved in the conflict,
the government in Colombo and the
liberation movement led by our lead-
er Prabhakaran.

Until the war is amicably ended,
Hoole and the likes of him cannot
expect the niceties of democracy.
Hoole should understand that
traitors are more dangerous than
the enemy.

Uyangoda should confine his con-
clusions to himself and refrain from
making accusations against our no-
ble leader, Prabhakaran.

The Sinhala army has no business
whatsoever in the North and East.
The shortest and most sensible path
to peace in the Island, is for the
Sinhala forces to return to their base
in Colombo.

Our leader is the architect of our
future. He is not to be vilified in your
columns.

S. Pothalingam, FRCS.

Geneva Lodge,
23, St. Mary’s Avenue,
London, E11 2NR.

Vinney Viones
CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS &
REGISTERED AUDITORS

84 Ilford Lane
Ilford

Essex IG1 2LA

Tel: 081-553 5876 Fax: 081-553 3721
Mobile: 0956 277112
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Nanniththamby
Rasa
Born: 1907-07-18

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED

Southarammal
Rasa
Bom: 1919-05-25 -

MATRIMONIAL
Jaffnra Hindu parents seek
partner for B.Sc. graduate
teacher, 38, teaching in Sri
Lanka. Send details. M 760 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu professional
family seek fair attractive bride,
doctor, Chartered Accountant
or similar professional with
ambition, for son, B.Sc.(Hons.)
Computer Science, age 28, UK
" born educated holding high
position as Consultant, six fi-
gure salary, house owner,
financially secure, height 5 feet
10 inches, fair complexion,
good looking, non-smoker,
non-drinker, honest serious
minded hardworking ambitious,
with Hindu cultural values.
Please send details and horo-
scope. All correspondence tre-
ated in strictest confidence and
replied. M 761 c/o Tamil Times.

Father in Colombo seeks em-
ployed partner for London son,
41, no afflictions, semi qualified
accountant, non-smoker, teeto-
taller, vegetarian. Send details,
horoscope. M 762 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu seeks partner for
sister, 37, good housewife and
good looking. Mars afflicted.
Send horoscope, details. M 763
c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu brother seeks
partner for sister, 34, fair and
pretty. Send details, horo-
scope. M 764 c/o Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS
We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
ding.
Rajathevan son of Mr. & Mrs.
8. Kanagaratnam of 29A Fay-
land Avenue, London SW16
1TG and Chevanthy daughter
of the late Dr. N. Kandasamy
and Mrs. Sita Kandasamy of
111 Fishponds Road, London
SW17 7LL on 4.12.94 at Ham-
mersmith Town Hall, London
« W6.
'Dr. Thevakumar son of Mr. &
Mrs. A Maheswaran of 18
Jalan Awan Gelgur, Taman
i Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia and Vijayalakshmi
: daughter of Mr. & Mrs. R. Path-
manathan of ‘Dwaraka’, 17
«Mulberry Court, South Road,
:Bishop's Stortford, Herts.,

CM23 3JW on 4.12.94 at Kala-
mandapam, Lorong Scott,
Kuala Lumpur.

OBITUARIES

Mrs. Kanmany Murugesu,
Retired Teacher, Saiva Man-
gayar Vidyalayam, Wellawatte,
Colombo. Beloved wife of the
late Eliyathamby Murugesu,
loving mother of Sarathamany,
Nagulesparan, Sitamany,
Sahadevan and Dharmarajah,
mother-in-law of Thayakaran,
Vasanthi, Thuraisingham and
Anushya - passed away
peacefully on the eleventh of
November 1994. Cremation
took place in London on the
sixteenth of November.

All members of her family
sincerely thank relatives and
friends who attended the funer-
al and sent floral tributes and
messages of sympathy. — 7A,
Penwith Road, London SW18.
Tel: 081-870 4673.

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of Mrs. Gna-
nambikai Perumal Pillai on
the first anniversary of her pas-
sing away on 12.12.93.

Greatly loved, deeply missed

ammah
Rest: 1966-09-03

Fondly remembered with love and affection for ever

Both blessed with good heart, noble deed and great qualities
Your love and affection we shared linger day and night and
Planted for ever in our hearts: Sadly missed and dearly loved.

Sweet memories remain engraved in your beloved children:
Rajeswaran (Geneva), Rajendra (UK), Rajanayagam (USA),
Rajasooriyar (UK), Sri Ranjini (UK), Pushpha Ranjini (UK),
Rajamanokaran (UK), Jaya Ranjini (Singapore); beloved niece:
Maheswary Tharmarasa; sons-in-law: Rajayogeswaran,
Mahendran; daughters-in-law: Logeswary, Gowry, Mallika,
Chandrakumari, Jayanthi, and grand children: Raj-Anand,
Vidya, Arathi, Jayasen, Luxmi, Ruban, Kalyani, Vathani, Ben,
Ramanan, Shankar, Kavitha, Abirami, Kiruthika, Rasa
Rajeswaran:- 142 Fieldhood Avenue, Bury, UK.

appah
Rest: 1991-12-01

and always remembered by her
husband Dr. C. Perumal Pillai;
children Dr. Ravi Pillai, Usha,
Jeeva and Ranjit; sons-in-law
Desmond and Michael; daugh-
ters-in-law Shanthi and Vasuhi;
grandchildren Rajesh, Shabhila,

So much has happened that
you have missed,

A part of our lives is always
empty,

Our tears will hever fully dry.

And yet, you have not really left

us
Meera, Arun and Arjun. For we can dream of that world
i gone by,

And your memory lives on in
our hearts and minds
For all eternity.

So sadly missed and dearly
loved by his wife and children
Meenalosani, Sivakamasun-
thari and Shiyamalanayagi.

Dr.P.S. Alageswaran

In everloving memory of Dr. T.
Thambyahpillai (Research
Fellow, Imperial College, Lon-
don) who passed away on De-
cember 4, 1984.

So quickly have the years gone
by,

The past seems like another
world

In which we lived and laughed
together —
And heard your voice and saw
your smile.

Ten years separate us now,

Born: 4.7.1928 Died: 10.11.92

Much loved and missed by his
wife and children, brothers, sis-
ters and their families, relatives
and friends.
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In loving memory of Isaac
liam Ariyanayagam Samuel
on the first anniversary of his
passing away on December 14,
1993. On that fateful day, God

decided to take to his glory our
beloved Papa. What a wonder-
ful, kind and gentle man he
was. No one can forget his
kindness to all around. We
thank the Aimighty for giving us
such a gift of a father.

Greatly loved and deeply
missed and always remem-
bered by his wife, Sugirthama-
lar Beatrice Samuel, children,
Raji (U.S.A.), Bala, Jaya
(Toronto), Viji (Melbourne), in-
laws, Satchi (U.S.A.), Kamala,
Premo (Toronto), Bubby
(U.S.A) and all grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

January 1 Amavasai; Feast of

Mary, Mother of God.

Jan. 5 Sathurthi.
Jan. 6 Feast of Epiphany.

Jan. 8 Feast of Baptism of Lord
Jesus.

Jan. 12 Eekathasi.

Jan. 14 Teedor presents Ex-
hibition & Variety Entertainment
at Walthamstow Assembly Hall,
Forest Road, London E17. Tel:
0956 314370.

Jan. 15 Thai Poosam; Feast of
St. Anthony.

Jan. 21 6.30pm Walthamstow
Tamil School presents Variety
Entertainment at Waltham
Forest Theatre, Lloyds Park,
Winns Terrace, London E17.
Tel: 081 520 9784.

Jan. 25 Feast of the Conver-
sion of St. Paul.

Jan. 27 Eekathasi.

Jan. 28 Feast of St. Thomas
Aquinas.

Jan. 30 Amavasai.

At the Bhawan Centre, 4A

Castletown Road, London

W14 9HQ. Tel: 071-381 3086/
4608.

Jan. 20/21/22 7.30/6.00/
6.00pm Bhawan's Founder's
Day Celebrations — Cultural
Programme of Music and
Dance.

Jan. 28 6.00pm Kalai llakkiya
Vattam presents Variety Enter-
tainment of Light Songs,
Dances & Instrumental Music.
Tel: 081-771 2104.
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K:Nesiah — An Appreciation

The late Mr. K. Nesiah’s first death
anniversary falls on 30th of December
this year. He is a man to be remembered
by Tamils of Sri Lanka. As a senior
lecturer on Education not only his stu-
dents were happy about his lectures but
also he won the esteem of Professor
Green, a great educationalist himself
and also of the then Vice-Chancellor Sir
Ivor Jennings. Even after his retirement,
successive Professors of Education had
recourse to him for securing his elucida-
tion of educational problems that con-
fronted them. Some of his treatises on
educational matters were evaluated by
Professors of India and Great Britain as
good and worthy of acceptance.

Mr. Nesiah had certain political views
but never was an active politician. He
supported the late Mr. S.J.V. Chelva-
nayakam in his demand for federalism to
gain autonomy for Tamils.

Mr. Nesiah was a forward personality
and treated all on equal footing. He
evinced sympathy for the unfortunate
ones who could not receive even
elementary education. Ignorance and
poverty were due to the environment in
which they were brought up, he would
say. As a member of the Youth Congress
in Jaffna, he helped in creating an
awareness of a sense of human equality
and its social recognition. He once gave
expression to his satisfaction that a
neighbour of his gave a ‘Raymond funer-
al’ to a domestic helper.

He devoted a considerable part of his
time as editor of ‘The Co-operator, a
journal published in Jaffna. He helped,
by his prolific writings, to create a sense
of cooperation among the middle class
Tamils and thereby gave an impetus to
the co-operative movement in Jafina. He
also gave assistance to the late Mr.
Veerasingham who gave a good lead to
the movement there.

When Mr. Nesiah was President of the
Parents Association of Jaffna, of which

this author was its Honorary Secretary,
this Association organised a mass de-
monstration of students against standar-
disation in the selection of students for
University Education. The proposed
standardisation did not aim at merit
selection. It simply meant giving more
marks to one class of students and less
marks to another. Mr. Nesiah conde-
mned that standardisation as ‘fake’! In-
deed it did not approximate to the usual
norms of standardisation known to the
educated world.

When he was President, the Parents
Association objected to the introduction
of the ‘Cluster Schools System’ in Jaffna
as it did not genuinely aim at raising the
standard of the backward schools by
their affiliation with leading secondary
schools. The authorities sought, on the
contrary, to produce an inducement to
persuade the secondary schools to share
their educational facilities with the back-
ward schools and that would have meant

destabilising even the secondary schools!

Mr. Nesiah loved Christianity and
loved his Christian friends. But when it
came to a matter of rendering accounts,
he would not hesitate to condemn those
who worked with him for failing to
account for every cent of public funds. As
Manager of the Nuffield School at
Caitady, he rendered yeoman service
and saw to it that every inmate of the
School received the best attention.

He was charitably bent and always
had ready money to give to the needy.

He was faithful and loyal to his good
wife on whom he attended meticulously
during the last years of her failing
health.

Mr. Nesiah would keep his office room
with the utmost nicety and cleanliness.
Anything out of place he would call it
dirt. He would not allow even a small
piece of paper on his desk or room. He
was a man of principle and had a sense of
propriety which won him respect.

May he rest in peace!

S. Ponniah,
Attorney-at Law, Jaffna.

Vettivelu Sankaralingam
— An Appreciation

| had gone to Colombo to attend a confer-
ence of school principals summoned by
the Island’s Director of Education. A few
minutes before the scheduled start of the
meeting the Director looked round and
asked, ‘Where is Sankaralingam?’ He is
with the Minister, sir’, replied one of the
assistants. Whispers circulated and we
learnt that Sankaralingam was a Junior
Education Officer, who had all thc ~ca-
tion enactments, regulations and codes at
his finger tips. His presence was required
at conferences to ensure that decisions
made there did not conflict with the enact-
ments etc. Even the Minister of Education
called him in for consultation. A few
seconds later, Sankaralingam walked in
and the meeting began on schedule.

Sankaralingam and | had known about
each other, but had not mel. After the
meeting, | gravitated towards him. In the
short time we were together, | found that
he knew a great deal about me, my school
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and the problems of the school. Indeed, he
knew much of the personages in the
educational world, their achievements,
their specialities and their interests. He
was a verilable walking ‘'Who'’s Who'.
Later, when he was Education Officer at
the Head Office, in charge of the Assisted
"Schools, | had to meet him often and |
found that what lay behind his vast know-
ledge of persons and things was not mere
curiosity but human concern for people,
their problems and difficuities. The mana-
ger of a school had to serve a notice of
discontinuance on a capable teacher of
English, who had a ‘drink’ problem. He had
been found drunk, lying on the roadside.
He had also touched pupils and parents for
money to buy liquor. He had a young
family, wife and two children. Sankaraling-
am arranged things tactfully without dis-
pleasing either party. A letter of resignation
was sent by the teacher to the Manager,
who promptly withdrew his notice. At the
same time another school badly needed
an English teacher, to which an application
was made with the undertaking that he will
be better behaved. The shock of the notice
of discontinuance had been effective. Ev-
erybody was happy. Sankaralingam could
be ruthless in the interests pf education
and efficiency. His primary concern was
that pupils should be educated properly.

Sankaralingam’s father was from a vil-
lage called Thunnalai, Jaffna, also my
native village, his mother was from a
village called Alaveddy. At Arunodhaya
College, Alaveddy and at Skanda
Varodhaya College, Chunnakam, Sank-
aralingam showed himself to be a pupil of
exceptional promise. The father died when
Sankaralingam was in his teens, and he
being the eldest child became the guardian
to his brothers and sisters. He took his
examination in his stride, and on his
performance at the Senior School Certifi-
cate Examination, he obtained exemption
from the London matriculation. He joined
the University College, Colombo, and
obtained the London B.Sc. degree in 1934.
He sat for the Administrative Civil Service
Examination, but failed to qualify by a
narrow margin.

He became a teacher and soon made
his mark. He was selected as an Inspector
of Schools, and served in the provinces.
He was noted for his fairness and thor-
oughness, and was selected to be at the
Head Office as Education Officer in charge
of Assisted Schools. His last appointment
was as Director of Education for the
Northern Region, the second largest re-
gion in the Island.

After he retired from the Educational
service in Sri Lanka in 1971, he came to
the U.K. in 1972 and served for a time the
Civil Service, here. Later, he devoted his
time to social service and working for the
Tamil cause. He was a founder member of
the Trust for the Murugan Temple in
Archway, London and General Council
Member of the Standing Committee of
Tamil Speaking People (S.C.O.T.).

In 1993, he went to Sri Lanka on holiday,
and from there he went on a pilgrimage to
India. There he was taken to B.S.S. Hos-

pital in Madras for a routine check up and
was found to be suffering from subdural
haemorrhage. His wife, Saratha, was with
him all along. He was treated in the
hospital but it was a losing battle and he
passed away on the 17th November 1994.
His body was cremated in Madras, India,
and his ashes were scattered, according to
his wishes, in Sri Lanka, Rameswaram
and Varnasi. He was eighty years of age.
He had a wide circle of friends who will
remember him for his helpfuiness. He will
be sadly missed and lovingly remembered
by the members of his family and by his
brothers and sisters.

He leaves behind his wife, Sarathadevi,
his children Gnanasampanthan, Bhavani,
Vettivel, Vinayagan (Kannan), Vasuhi,
Arunthathi, his son-in-law Pratab Sivapra-
kasapillai, daughter-in-law Bala Johani,
and his grandchildren Satish, Kailash, Pra-
sanna and Rathina.

K. Pooranampillai,
Emeritus Principal,
Hartley College,
Pt. Pedro & St. John Colleges,
Jaffna.

The Resonating Voice

On a Monday morning a voice kept on
resonating in my ears. It was the melo-
dious sweet voice of Sujaya Chandran
persistently repeating in my ears remind-
ing me of the song ‘Kutalinai Thatuvaie
Gurunatha’ which she sang in Sivaranjani
Ragam Aathi Thalam two days earlier, on
12th November 1994 at the Sa Pa Saba’s
inaugural concert. | imagined how wonder-
ful the future was going to be for our next
generation, in the carnatic music world, if
teenage students like Sujaya can sing so
well not only to impress the audience but
also to give a long lasting memory of the
concerts they sing in. We are fortunate that
many high quality musical concerts are
taking place in London, keeping the youn-
ger generation active and busy during
week ends.

I have gone through two successive
weekends of musical therapy, having first
attended the Muthuswamy Dikshithar's re-
membrance day organised by Dr. Lakshmi
Jayan at the Lalgudi School of Music on
the 5th of November 1994, where | had a
rare treat in listening to the violin perform-
ances by Aravind Jayan, Kartik Raghu-
nathan and Kumar Raghunathan, followed
by a superb down to earth humble musical
dose of Veena Music by Selvi Thulasi
Mohanathas and a vocal recital by Selvan
Ravi Ramadas who gave his soft and
harmonious performance with his low
pitched voice to add to the enchantment of
the concert. The following week | attended
the Sa Pa Saba's inaugural concert.

In both these concerts the three vocal-
ists Bhayiravi Ganeshwaran, Bruntha
Chandrapalan and Sujaya Chandran per-
formed outstandingly well. Careful and
expert tutoring of these students by Smt.
Saraswathy Packiarasa and the violin stu-
dents by Dr. Lakshmi Jayan is well worth
commending. Selvi Bruntha Chandrapalan
is due for a meteoric rise in the future.

Ratnam Sarvananther.

Bakthi Shines in Sowmya’s
Arangetram

Yet another arangetram? Without letting
my weariness show, | located my sealt, in a
packed (truly) Logan Hall on the 22nd of
October. The Guru was Selvaluxmy
Ramakrishnan so | knew what to expect.
But what about the debutante? Can she
live up to the high standards the Lakshmi
Arts Centre has consistently produced?
The occasion was the Bharatha Natya
arangetram of Sowmya daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Sreeharan.

The simple but elegant brochure, de-
clared that the dance style being adopted
was that of kalakshetra. The debutante did
not disappoint. That the firmness and
purity of lines so fundamental to the style
had been well inculcated was evident in
the adavus. The aspect which was more
impressive however was bakthi. If bhava is
the outer mode of inner expression, then
bakthi which seemed to come naturally to
this young dancer was projected com-
mendably in many of the items.

The rapport on stage between the Guru
and sishya enabled the best to be drawn
from the aspiring debutante, an aspect
complimented by Dr. John Marr from the
Bhavan and the academic staff of the
School of Oriental and African Studies who
was guest of honour.

The varnam Sami nee manam irangi in
the raga sri ranjani in praise of Lord
Karthikeya, depicted the yearnings of a
nayika. The scope for sanchari bhava was
fully exploited and Sowmya displayed her
competence in conveying a range of emo-
tions. Among the padams, Enna thavam
seithanai in admiration of Yasoda with
excerpts from the life of Krishna stood out.
Here as in the other padams the ability to
bring out the lyrical content, often a story,
is tested and the abhinaya showed a
remarkable level of understanding and
maturity. The tenderness with which Yaso-
da attends to the young Krishna contrasted
well with the firmness showed in checking
the excesses of his pranks. The attempts
of Krishna to free himself when tied down
and the resulting dissolution of an ancient
curse were pertrayed particularly well. The
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padam on Meenakshi beginning with a
stanza from Abhirami anthathi gave a
glimpse of the graceful lasya and in con-
trast in the padam on Lord Natarajah,
Aadiduvar nadanam aadididuvar there
was a short but lively interlude, with dance
only to the accompaniment of the percus-
sionist, with violin but no vocal music.
Interestingly, the items chosen, beginning
with the sloka to Lord Ganesha right to the
end related to every one of the main Hindu
deities. Another indication of the emphasis
on bakthi? The thillana in Behag brought
the evening to a close with the mangalam
Eelamani thirunadu. The vocal music
was by Sml. Sivasakthy Sivanesan, with
Sri Bhavanishankar on the mridangum, Sri
Chandrasekhar on the violin and Dr.
Nimalraj on the flute.

The solidity of the foundation was self
evident. Sowmya's arangetram will be
remembered for the thrills and not for the
frills.

Sarukesi.

~— CANADIAN
'NEWS LETTER

Social Housing

Mississauga is a city falling within the
Greater Toronto area. Tamil enterprise has
borne fruit again. The second Tamil Co-op
Housing fully funded by the Government
up to a total cost of $10 million is nearing
completion at Rugby Road, Mississauga.
This is an integrated housing of 80 units on
eight floors. 75% of the units are on a rent
geared to income basis and the residents
are expecled to go into occupation in
February 1995. The building is named
‘The Yarl Co-op Homes Inc.” A board
headed by Arul S. Aruliah, Social Worker
and long time resident of Canada, that
initiated this project will manage the affairs
of this new Housing Co-op during the first
year of its operation.

Encouraged by the social housing policy
of the Government of the New Democratic
Party two other Tamil organisations are
also in the running to establish non-profit
affordable housing for the Tamil com-
munity.

New Head Quarters

The Tamil Eelam Society of Canada, the
pioneer Tamil organisation of Canada, has
a new head quarters at 861 Broadway
Ave., Toronto. This acquired two storey
building will be formally opened by the
Hon. Bob Rae, Premier of Ontario. Part of
the cost of acquisition was met by a
government grant of $300,000 from the
provincial Ministry of Citizenship. Mr.
Murugesapillai Duraisamy, a senior admi-
nistrator, heads the Sociely as its Presi-
dent for two years.

Weather

It is ‘Fall Time’ in Canada. Except for a
freak freezing rain on 27th November —
‘Maveerar Day’, the weather is almost
perfect. Even on the freezing rain day
when people normally stay indoors,
thousands attended the commemorative

meetings in Toronto and Mississauga with
prayers that the sacrifices made by the
youth will not be in vain but will yield results
in an honourable seftlement soon.

Canadian Organisation
Greets New Sri Lankan
President

The Canadian Relief Organisation for
Peace in Sri Lanka has sent their felicita-
tions to Mrs. Chandrika Kumaratunga on
her election as President of Sri Lanka.
They state: ‘Your victory gives us a great
new hope for Sri Lanka. We wish and pray
that under your leadership, all the people
of Sri Lanka will be able to walk with dignity
and honour from this point forward. Under
the last government, much blood was shed
in the name of 'normal peace’. We are
sure that this is not the direction that you
wish to take, nor is it your government’s
aim to suppress the good people of Sri
Lanka. Should you be successful in instill-
ing a proper lasting real peace, we would
definitely recommend your nomination for
the Nobel Peace Prize.

Dedicated Teacher
Bids Adieu

Glowing tributes were paid to Ms. Stella
Durayappah at the retirement felicitation
meeting held in Toronto. Stella earned
encomiums from colleagues, parents,
friends and family when she stepped down
after three decades of service to the
community in the proverbial ‘world’s most
noble profession’.

Growing up in Jaffna in a large family,
she excelled in academic study, sports and
extra curricular activities and was Head
Prefect in Chundikuli Girls' College, Jaffna.
After graduating in Peradeniya, she
obtained her Diploma in Education in 1963
and the Master’s degree in Education four
years later.

After teaching in Hartley College, Pt
Pedro and Vembadi Girls’ High School,
Jaffna she came to Canada in 1969. In
Canada she first worked as a Librarian at
University of Waterloo and soon found the
teaching job she wanted.

‘I have enjoyed teaching in Canada as
much as | did in Sri Lanka. It has been the
most rewarding experience that has en-
riched my life’, she said through moist

eyes. Stella’s early retirement three years
before the mandatory 65 is to enable her to
devote more time to ‘Pastoral Care’ with
the Evangelical Church and with Red
Cross.

Radio Beams Tamil
Programmes Daily

Radio Asia, which commenced its activi-
ties three years back with half an hour’s
Tamil programme every week has in-
creased its air time to all days of the week
from 8.30 to 10.00pm on weekdays and
from 9.00 to 10.00pm during weekends,

Most of the air time is devoted to
highlight the achievements and contribu-
tions of Sri Lankans in Canada. It con-
tinues to give encouragement and training
to young and upcoming arlistes in their
field of arts.

They do commercial advertisements too
and organisations in other parts of the
world wishing to promote their products in
Canada could advertise over Radio Asia.

Election to Ruling Party

A Sri Lankan, Gnanaki Balakroshnan was
elected at the National Democratic Party
Provincial Convention held on Z21st
November, as a member of the Provincial
Executive, a powerful policy making body
of the ruling party.

Sri Lankan Shines at
Lumbini Dance Competition

N

Ananthy Sridas, the Sri Lankan among
the winners.

Prof. V. Subramaniam and Jaya Subrama-
niam organised the first Lumbini Dance
Competition in connection with the Interna-
tional Conference of Indian Dance held in
Ottawa on 27th November '94. In what
was a grand and gala event hosted by
Hema Raman, four dancers Ananthy Sri-
das, Jahanara Akhlag, Kanchana Sastri
(all from Toronto) and Garry Banerjee
(Vancouver) were selected the winners by
a panel of eminent judges consisting of the
legendary Kamala and dancer-
choreographers Fred Traguth and Uttara
Asha Coorlawala and awarded $300 each.

A surprise prize was an invitation to all
four winners to travel to Germany in July
‘95, to perform and teach for three weeks.
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