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WHAT
I.IHINIYA SURF HOTEI.
(Bentota)
has to offer you

.SPECIAL FAMILY WEEKEND

Spend three days & two nights — only Rs. 495/- (for two persons)
Children up to 6 years free. 50% discount for children between

6 — 10 years.
Friday .— Western Dinner :
Saturday — Breakfast/Lunch/Barbecue Dinner
‘Sunday — Sri Lanka Breakfast/Buffet Lunch

SUNDAY BUFFET LUNCH

Sumptious ORIENTAL & WESTERN CUSINE — Only Rs. 55/-
per head.

SPECIAL TO HONEYMOONERS

Rs. 450/- all inclusive

Sea Bathing
Swimming pool
Table Tennis
Bar

Conference Room

Reservations or Inquiries :

LIHINIYA SURF HOTEL
BENTOTA.

Telephone: 048/5126 — 8,
5486 — 7 or
5111.

TRAVEL BUREAU

Ceylon Hotels Corporation

48, Hotel Ceylon Inter-continen‘al Bldg.

Colombo 1.
Telephone : 23501,
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4 . .  LETTER FROM EDITOR :
J TRIBUNE WE USED the picture on the dover this week a long time ago te’.
: preach a homily on washing dirty linen. Now we have another occasiea.>.
: to preach a similar sermon and as we cannot find a better picture "
for the purpose we have fallen back on this. Washing dirty linens 18"
Cevion Mews: Review. dh occupational hazard in- any undertaking where human bei'Pgs
Founded in 1954 seekto lead the “masses” It happens in the best of
: : plaé;es 'anhd in the worst, in the oldest of nations and in the youngest, .
e 3 and in the richest and the poorest. In periods of stability and calm,
Edltor_. S. P. Amarasingam nobody taks_s much notice of dirty linen even when wash:;d in public.
- But when history enters one of its periods of turbulence and change,
Every Saturday public scandals (Watergates) proliferate even more than the spregad
of a depressing decadence of private morals. When empires crash, all
-Voi 26 - & No 3 - that Is r(_)tte_n and’ bgd in society surface to the chagrin of those
. : who persist in hankering after a past that is no longer what it was.
S 198‘i ' One has only to read the classic The Decline and Falt of the Roman
eptember 19, Empire by Edward Gibbon to sense that’in the twentieth century
43, Dawson Street, we are witnessing the fall of all empires not only global or regional,
" Colombo 2. ' but also national and domestic.  Stability has been replaced by
Tel: 33172 uncertai_nty, law and order by violence and terrorism, dialogue by
i force and peace by war. Human values, once regarded as eternal,
have tumbled, without being replaced by anything worthwhile. Respect
~ -for age, learning, and religious or humanistic ethics have disappeared
; " in the rat race for making quick mony anyhow-whether by cheating,
CONTENTS robbing or smuggling. We live in dangerous and troupled times, and
Page men and women of goodwill can survive in a period of this kind
| | only by exercising the greatest restraint in all matters big and small.
FROM THE EDITOR . Such restraint could have prevented the dirty-linen washing jamboree
--Dirty Linen 7 t(réat r}a)as reduced the mighty (former) ruling Sti Lanka Freedom Party
, : “ LFP) to shambles. The Party is today split vertically and horizontally.
I-E-DB!TSRI‘S NO;EBOOF = The most important dynastic family «n the Party and its personal
uagetary  IFrospec political retinue are divided and shattered. Mother and son lead the
RECYCLING two warring sides. There was a near guerilla type stalking to capture
--Garbage 5 the party office and press. These cloak (without dagger) antics provided
EETERS - - an excuse for the 9government (now under SLFP’s _t_raditional rival
--Hotel Charges 6 party) to seal the office and the press un_der_t!'\e prevazlipg Emergency
; Regulations. The Government has further justified its action by stating
CHRONICLE that the contending parties in this SLFP’s verbal civil war were now
--August 30 - Sept b 9 before the Courts seeking legal redress and that it (the Government)
would abide by the verdict of the Courts as 10 which faction it shou'd
Y\_fgggl“u[;t .’E’\IOE\{V?S‘ept 5 17 hand over control of the- premises, -funds and printery. There is no
. doubt that many people had looked forward to the SLFP to provide
FILM FOCUS  leadership for a united opposition to challenge the UNP at the next
--Kalpana Cinema 13 General Election. Butthe SLFP, as it is, is in no position to offer sizh N
ATTANAGALLA SCHEME leadership. What is worse is that the statements, Counter-s'tatements and .~
_-Stick Dams 14 cross-statements issued by the protagonists have provided so niuch =
inner-party dirty linen for public display that. the morale of all the .
SMOKING y opposition forces has sunk very low. Every pluralistic democracy needs
--Lung Cancer 16 a strong Opposition that has the capacity to form an alternative govern-
ANNIVERSARY ment. The SLFP, which is the.only national party that could hav
_-Indo Soviet 18 provided such an alternative, is today sunk in the quagmire of defeat.
' : disgrace and despondency, and unless its leaders can pull themselves
WEST .GERMANY up by their saree ends or sandal (no one wears boots these days)
--Chemical  Fertiliser 19 straps, this country can look forward to a further period . of UNP
ANGOLA rule One party supremancy in the island— whether in :the North,
--U.S Veto 20 Centre or the South—is jnherently dangerous 1o the well-being of
NEPAL any democracy.
CONFIDENTIALLY

--Upali Scientist 24 | | . ’




EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK.

~ Budgetary Prospe&s

Parl.iament sanctioned the raising
f Treasury bills by another Rs.
13,000 million. This was

fri July 1981, P
of the upper limit O
3.0)0 million to Rs.

the fifth time in the last 16 months that the Govern-

ment has sought to increase the upper Iim'it to
which Treasury bills may be issued—that 1S to
have recourse to the “Printing press’’ to raise

revenue.

The following table sets out the issue of Treasury
* Bills from 1969 :

. Date of Increase Increased New Limit Total
' By issued
X Rs. Rs. Rs.
Aug. 18, 1969 200 m 1,950 m 1,750 m
Sept. 25, 1970 100 m 2,050 m 1,950 m
July 21, 1972 ‘500 m 2,550 m 2,325 m
Nov. 26, 1976 450 m 3,000 m 2,700 m
March 6, 1980 1,000 m 4,000 m
July 10, 1980 2,000 m 6,000m
Oct. 17, 1980 2,000m 8,000 m 9,800 m
Dec. 1, 1980 2,000m 10,000m .
July 7,7 1981 3000m 13,000m 10,000 m

The Central Bank in its annual report for 1980
had this to say on this matter: “The financial
operations of the Government in 1980 stimulated
a very high level of aggregate demand in the
economy with “far reaching consequences on the
growth of money supply and the price level on the
one hand, and on the exchange rate and external
payments on the other. To an appreciable extent,
these developments in 1980 were the result of
the failure to pursue a policy of fiscal stabilisation
through conscious financial discipline.” :

“ FINANCIAL DISCIPLINE” is now a  pet
“wori of the World Bank and IMF to impress on
governments the need to check squandermania.
And Minister Ronnie de Mel has been repeating
this word at every turn—hinting that he has been
found fault for failing to enforce such ‘‘discipline”.

he Central Bank report had gone on to say:
There - wete many pressures, both within
and outside of Government control which made
a_dherence to a strict budgetary programme and
financial discipline a formidable task. Voted estimates
of expenditure were frequently revised in the
course of the fiscal year to accommodate additional
commltments as well as cost escalations. Additional
expenditures incurred by Ministries, not previously
programmed and provided for, were covered
2
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estimates. These increases
not have caused Strains on
such as were discernible
there been a commensurate
growth in Government revenue and financing
Relief from these latter sources Was
Barely forthcaming. The growth of revenue seriously
lagged behind the growth of expenditure. The
hesghtened level of trade (that is, imports) and
economic activities in the private sector and the
alignment of deposit rates of commercial banks
with those offered by the National Savings Bank
pre-empted savings that otherwise would have
been available to finance the budgetary deficit
In 1980. The flow of foreign resources channelled
to the budget was inadequate to finance the
resource gap with the result that the Government,
trapped in a resaurce constraint of major proportions,
was compelled to resort to bank finance on an
unprecedented scale. Domestic market borrowings
from banking sources consisted of Rs. 7,077
million, obtained by way of issue of Treasury Bil's
and Rs. 183 million under Central Bank advances.
In order to obtain finance through Treasury Bills’
the statutory limit was raised on four occasions’
from Rs. 3,000 million to Rs. 10,000 million.”.

*

through supplementary
in expenditure ‘would
budgetary operations,
during the year, had

TREASURY BILLS have been issued by nearly
all Governments in Sri Lanka since- Independence
to finance deficit budgets. It is no doubt an easy
way out, on a shorf-term basis. Unless remedial
measures are taken in time, the ‘‘consequences’
may be disastrous. The *‘consequences” will not
be quite so bad if Treasury Bills are absorbed
by the non-bank sector (the Employees Provident
Fun_d and other Provident Funds, Insurance Com-
panies, Savings institutions, Corporations and
other official funds.) Unfortunately, in Sri Lanka
the bank sector, especially the Central Bank'
itself has taken up the major portion of the Treasury
Bills issued. The Report of the Central Bank sets out

the ownership of the Treasury Bills in 1980 as
follows : '

Owners

Amount  Percentage

Rs. Rs.

BANK SECTOR - " 9,612.5m 98.1
Central Bank 9:604.5 m 98.0
Commercial Banks 80m 0.1
NON-BANK SECTOR 187.8m 1.9
Employees Provident Fund 15m —
Othgr Provident Funds 6.3 m 0.1
Savings Institutions — 5
Insurance Cos. 4.0 m —
Dept. and other official funds '175.5'm 1.8
Other 0.2m i
Total 9,8000m 100.0
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It will be noted that the non-bank sector and the
commercial banks have not taken an adequately
substantial part of the Treasury Bills. This is probably
because of the low rates of interest offered (13
per cent since July 1980) as compared to the
rates for other investments. This reliance on thz
Central Bank to finance budget deficits has an
expansionary impact on the economy—the molt.ey
supply expanding faster than the output of goods
and services. This means that price
pushed up. The Government is no doubt aware

of this, but in the realities of its current economic

programmes, it simply has no alternative. It is
either foreign aid or foreign loans or Treasury Bills.

IN ANSWER to a question in Parliament by
Mr. M. D. H. Jayewardene on September 11, the
following statement on the country’s debts were
set out: "‘Sri Lank’'s total exiernal debts up to
June 30, this year was rupees 24,575,321,492
while the internal debts as at the same date was
rupees 80,996,791,296. Details were also given
of the estimated interest payments to be made
on these debts. These payments on the external
debts for the years 1981 to 1985 are as follows.
1981, Rs. 794,296,654; 1982, Rs. 1,078,275,047 ;

1983, Rs. 1,334,907,910; 1984, Rs. 1,332,306,081 ;

1985, Rs. 1,264,318,851. The total amortization
payments due in 1981, 1982, 1983 and 1985 and
1985 are as follows: 1981, Rs. 787,066,823 ;
1982, Rs. 822,280,619; 1983, Rs. 1,298,062,164 ;
1984, Rs. 1,704,213,349; 1985, Rs. 2,266,151,384.
The total interest payments due to the domestic
debt are as follows: 1981, Rs. 3,017,605,969 ;
1982, Rs. 3,151,260,148; 1984, Rs. 2,750,549,183
and 1985 Rs. 2,569,864,856.” These sums are
n_'lind-boggling to the ordinary man, but even a
flnar}cial wizard cannot run away from the serious
implications for the country. The Finance Minister
continues to talk of financial discipline, and exhorts
all and sundry in the public sector to cut down
waste and eliminate corruption.

ANOTHER DISTRUBING factor on the economic
horizon is the continuing devaluation of the Sri
Lankan rupee. The Ceylon Daily News on Septem-
ber 2, had a front page story that: ““The rapid
depreciation of the Sri Lanka rupee against the
US dollar is substantially boosting the country’s
food and fuel import bill in rupee terms, authoritative
official sources said yesterday. The dollar is now
worth nearly Rs. 20 and the state agencies responsi-
ble for food and fuel imports are working on the
basis that a further depreciation is likely in the
coming weeks. The Daily News reliably understands
‘that both the Food Department and the Petroleum
Corporation have been costing their imports for
'some time on the basis that the rupee would
depreciate against the dollar in which many inter-
national payments are made. “Official sources said
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that the Ceylon, Petroleum Corporation had costed

the US dollar’at a somewhat higher rupee rate-
than was prevaling some months ago, and there-
fore made profits on sales whch are now being -

X

depleted by the further depreciation of the rupes. -

The Food Department
costs allowing for the depreciation- of the rujee
against the US dollar. There was no clear indicztion
yesterday whether the margins allowed were ade‘juate
to cover actual ‘costs. Food and fuel imports
account for the biggest slice of the country’s
hard currency payments '‘and most -transactions
for the purchase of both crude oil and food are
cleared in dollar terms. Governmental sources
declined to reveal the guidelines given to both
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation and the Food
Department ‘on the exchange rates at which they
should cost their imports. ‘There are certain pro-
jections made by the Central Bank and the various
state agencies take account of them in working

out their cost structures,” an official spokesman
said”’. The Central Bank’'s July~ report revealed
that: ''Sri Lanka's export earnings during the

first five months of the year totalled Rs, 8,842
million (SDR 307 miliion) while imports amounted
to Rs. 13,960 million (SDR- 626 milion). The
trade deficit for this period was Rs. 7,118 million
(SDR 319 million) and import outlays increased
by Rs. 424 milion. In terms of SDR however,
the value and exports decreased. This was entirely
due to the depreciation of the exchange value of
the Sri Lanka rupee, the bank said.”

DISCUSSING the ‘fluctuations” in the value
of the Sri Lanka rupee, the Central Bank has
pointed out that: “During -the month the rupee
appreciated 4.4 percent against the pound sterling,
2 percent against the Japanese Yen, 1.5 percent
against the Deutsche mark and 0.7 per cent against
the SDR, while it depreciated by 1.1. percent
against the US dollar. The change since November
1977 indicated that by the end of July 1981, the
rupee had depreciated by 16.4 percent against
the US dollar, 17.9 per cent agginst the pound-
sterling, 18.4 percent agzinst the Japanese yen
8.3 per cent against the deutsche mark and. 12.4
per cent against the SDR. Export earnings in the
frst six months indicated an increase of six per
cent in rupee terms but in terms of SDR's export
earnings decreased by three perCent. Substantial
increases in exports of rubber, minor agricultura
crops and industrial goods however were ' not
sufficient to offset decreases in earnings from
tea, coconut products and ‘gems. Expenditure on
imports. during the period January to May 1981
recorded an increase of three per cent in rupee
terms over the corresponding period last vyear.
However, a decline of five per cent was recorded
in SDR terms. Expenditure on mineral products
including crude oil decreased by 16 per cent.
Other decreases included dairy produce, wheat
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flour, vegetables, meat and fish prepa'ratlons,'
pharﬁaceutica] products and transhort equipment.
v 2

A:”rT IS IN THIS CONTEXT that the Sun on Septem-

'Y e ‘ -tled SKY
TS d a front page 'stunner’ enti
"HI"l: NN ELATION: BUDGET DEFICIT HITS

STJ’;GGERING PEAK: EVEN OPTIMISTIC 'F(_)R'EIIGN
AID\ WON'T SUFFICE. The report said: ‘The

: dget deficit for 1982 Is estimated at a
overal_libu F?s 25200 million, Government's planners
it:\?: ez:dr\lf?sed.tha‘t even after taking into considera-
tion the most optimistic_disbursement cnf for_elgn
aid, it would not be possible to bridge this deficit.
Hence a series of measures intended to - lower
the deficit are now being given high-priority
consideration by the Government. One major
step, it is learnt, will be the drastic pruning down
of government expenditure to'ltevels where it -wijl
match available resources. “‘For this purpose,
President J. R. Jayewardene will meet Ministers
individually and examine with them how cutbacks
on financial allocations to their minstries shoul.d
be effected. He is expected to undertake this
task when he returns from his official visit to
Saudi Arabia. ‘Such cutbacks, government sources
said, would be intended to avoid any conf.ict
with Government's policy of being committed to
a free market economy. According to these sources
Government’s planners have estimated—on the
basis of existing rates of taxation—a revenue of
Rs. 17,500 miliion. Additional revenue that could
be mobilised through new revenue measures has
been estimated by them at around Rs. 1,500 million.
“Therefore even after considering the most optimistic
disbursement of foreign aid next year, bridging the
deficit will not be possible, these sources pointed
out. And if this is not done, inflation will reach.
unbearable levels, government planners have
poiated out. According to the planners, this will
mean in addition, balance of payments support
from the International Monetary Fund and assistance
from aid®donor eountiies will not be forthcoming

thus forcing the clamping down of controls. The
_outcome of President Jayewardene’s official visit
~ to Saudi Arabia, informed sources believe, would
- also-have a significant bearing on the forthcoming

budget. This is particularly in view of aid negotia-

- tions now underway with the Saudi- authorities.”

IT IS IN THIS BACKGROUND that the President's.

1ﬁisit to Saudi Arabia must be examined. There is

#

no indication that any quantum of aid or credit
has been finalised: The joint communique only
stated that close economic co-operation was
envisaged. For this purpose, a Saudi economic
delegation was expected to visit the island in
the first week of November—just before the new
Budget is final'sed. The Ceylon Daily News on

. September 12, announcing the reported visit said:

A Saudi Arabian economic delegation, probably
4 ' :

LR

s

led by the Finance .Ml,niste_r, ShelkthAbf:;QI-r
Khail, is expected here i_n'the first week o ox_/et :e
to explore the possibillt_tes of economic Iassts an ;
to Sri Lanka, authoritative gcmvernmentah sbc)urce,f
said yesterday. A delegation of. the C gm erh o
@ommerce and Industry .tr_u?r_e is also due here
early to examine the possibilities of private invest-
mgnt particularly in the areas of tourlsm,dmanlufactm_
imj and industry, urban and property development
and fisheries. Governmental sources declined to

“discuss the detailed results of President Jayewardene’s

State visit to Saudi Arabia, but observers in both
Riyadh and Colombo re_marked on t_he warmth
of the reception he received from King Khaled.
These observers made the pom’f tr'w.lt .for a flrst_
visit, the .achievements appegrec! significant although
there has been no hard indication of agtu'fal results.
Quantification of the results of the mission must
allow the visit here of the economic mission from
Saudi Arabia. They are on the _V_Vor!d Banl:'. Board
and they have access to sensitive soundings of
the economic and poltical status of most pountrles
seeking their assistance”’, one source said. From
the joint communique issued at the conclusion
of the visit and from the highlights made by Pres:dent.
Jayewardene at his meetings with the _Saudi
Monarch, it was clear that Sri Lanka was pitching
its case for assistance on the basis that this country
can be the cornerstone for democracy in the South

Asian region.” The report, after examining the

economic, strategic and geo-political reasons why
the Saudis may be interested in “investing” in
Sri Lanka, concluded: ‘‘Authoritative source said
that the country’s current push was to raise resources
to meet added costs of the lead development
projects rather than find funding for new projects.”

THIS WAS FURTHER CONFIRMED by the
Ceylon Daily News on Monday, September 14,
with a banner headline that read : BLEAK OUTLOOK
AS BUDGET MEETINGS BEGIN: FURTHER -
PRUNING OF VOTES INEVITABLE. The report
read: ‘'President J.- R. Jayewardene will chair a
series of vital budget meetings beginning today
when the Finance Minister will discuss the 1982
votes of the different ministries with their represen-
tatives in the context of what a Treasury insider
yesterday described as -an ‘“‘extremely ' dismal’
budgetary outlook. These budget meetings at which
Finance and Planning Minister Ronnie de Mel
and senior Treasury officials will participate wil
go on for the rest of the week. The preliminary
figures, the Daily News reliably understands are
extremely bleak. Estimated recurrent expenditure
alone at Rs. 18,785 million, is ahead of anticipated
1982 revenue of Rs. 17,500 million. ‘‘With capital
expenditure, after discussions between the Treasury
and the Ministries' at Rs. 21,400 million the total
expenditure will leap to Rs. 40,185 million leaving
an overall deficit of Rs. 22.685 million,” authoritative
sources said. “With the anticipated deficit alone -
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higher than the country’'s projected revenue, foreign
assistance in an increasingly tightened aid market
is not likely to make good the yawning gap.
Treasury sources said that foreign aid adding up
to Rs. 12, 400 million was expected. Domestic
loans are expected to raise a maximum of Rs. 3,750
milion. That will add up to Rs. 16,150 miilion

But it still leaves an unfinanced gap of Rs. 67535

" million. These figures have not taken the promised
wage increase into account. _Several government
personalities have hinted broadly that a wage
increase was in the offing and it is generally
agreed at all levels that in the context of -priee
rises a token increase would be unacceptable.
If a wage increase is granted the bugetary gap
will be much wider than demonstrated in the
figures currently under examination. According
to estimates that have been made, a Rs. 75 per
month increase . would cost Rs. 1,000 million
" while Rs. 300 per month will cost more than
Rs. 3,600 million. ‘‘Considerable losses are also
expected in the Sapugaskande Urea. Factory a nd
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation’s new Nylon
6 factory. The Treasury may 'also have to come
to the assistance of the two big plantation corpora-
tions the State Plantations Corporation - (SPC)
and the Janatha Estate Development Board. Accor-
ding to Treasury sources, additional revenue pro-
posals are expected at best 10 bring in Rs. 1,500
million. This is an impossible budgetary situation.
There is no alternative to further pruning of expendi-
ture’, a Treasury spokesman, said.” ‘

The Sun of September 14 also had an “inside’”

story: ““Sri Lanka has sought Saudi Arabian assistance
to the tune of 500 million US dollars for the country’s
development programmes for next Yyear, - Sun
reliably learns. The Saudi authorities have already
been briefed on how this much needed assistance
will be utilised. This, according to informed govern-
ment sources, took place when members of President
J.-R. Jayewardene’s entourage held talks last week
with their Saudi counterparts. A -good ,part of the
aid sought, some sources said, would, be utilised
for the completion of on going Mahaveli projects
for which financial assistance is yet to be secured ...
Finality on how much Sri Lanka will receive is
to be determined when a high powered Saudi
delegation . holds talks here. Saudi Finance and
National Economy Minister Sheikh Mohamed Abdul
Khail, is expected to lead this delegation which
is due her next month, just after the Haj pilgrims
season in Mecca is over.”

These reports in the national papers speak
for themselves. No comment is called for.
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Garbage A

By V. N.D. Gunewardene { .

Are we .making optimum use of garbage?
Is Sri Lanka paying sufficient attention to
the question of recycling household refuse,
commonly called garbage with a view to
reducing dependence on fossil fuel and other
conventional sources of energy? In certain

"towns in the USA, it has been estimated that the

solid waste from urbanised areas could provide
up to 5% of electrical needs; 7% of its iron ; 8%
of its aluminium and 19% of its tin (Sources:
article by James Daniel in Readers’ Digest) Reports
from developed countries indicate that they are
so concerned about the economic feasibility of
garbage power that energy expetts regard  the
recovery of scrap as an important adjunct to any
resource-recovery programme. In New Orlenans,
USA, they have opened a 650 ton-a-day garbage
recyling plant that extracts iron, aluminium and
glass for its garbage for resale to industry. The
Reynolds Metals Co., one of the largest manufac-
turers of aluminium in USA, purchase all the
aluminium cans that this recycling plant is able
to recover. This American firm is in the recycling
business in alarge way. For fifteen years this company
has offered to buy from consumers allthe aluminium
cans that they would normally have discarded or
buried. In 1977, this company had recovered
sufficient aluminium from its 800 collection centres
in USA to make 2.4 billion cans which was approxi-
mately half of its total can output.”Also, it is stated
by this firm that to produce cans from old aluminium
they require only 5% of the energy needed to
produce cans*from virgin ore.

»

WE READ of sophisticated garbage plants
installed in developed countries. We learn that

Chicago processes 1,000 tons of refuse per daw_ = _

and the bulk of the residue, being combustiple is
converted into a lightweight fuel blown through
a pneumatic tube to an electric plant in the vicinity—
thus saving say,
of expensive low-sulphur coal a year. In return
for adapting its boilers to absorb the supplementa¥

fuel, the power company is getting the fuel at o
for its energy equivalent in .

a bargain rate a ton [
coal. The shift to garbage power could save the
power company’s customers millions a year because
their electricity rates are based on fuel costs.
In Akron, USA, they are building a garbage plant
that will remove metals from 1,000 tons of refuse
a day, then feed the combBustibles into boilers
to supply stem via an existing distribution loop,

to 200 custoaers, including,ka large tyre manufac-

5

where the iron and other metals are removed/ -

the equivalent of 100,000 tons

L
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(auring plant. The planning Director of this city

i

!

states :

,\‘;é'“ get rid

~./ ~row costing _ :
contral city, and do Akron’s bit towards helping

tne nation conserve energy”. It is reported that
Akron’s refuse will replace 500 tons of low sulfer
coal a day—thereby saving milions a year. Hem-
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pstead, New

‘We'll kill three birds with this one stone—

of our garbage for less than it is
us: improve the economy of our

York, a city which has a population

similar to Colombo, Sri Lanka, circa 850,000 is
constructing a garbage recycling operation. of a
different type. At Hempstead's plant which is
said to be the largest resource-recovery facility
in the United States—i.e., 2,000 tons of garbage
a day is fed into three “‘hydra-pulpers”, 20 feet
in diameter, that work like a huge version of an
ordinary kitchen blender. The metals and glass,
which fall to the bottom, is sold for scrap. The
remaining garbage is channelled to a machine
which uses, centrifugal force to sort it out even

further. The |

ightwzight material will be so finely

shredded that it will float off the top with water.
After most of the moisture has been squeezed

out and this

mixture has been compressed, it is

fed into special boilers and burned to create steam.
The steam, will in turn, produce 32,000 kilowatts
of power. The Commissioner of Sanitation of
Hempstead, Landman, says, “We had to go in

for garbage

recycling because we were running

out of landfill area”.

THUS THE

MOTIVATION to reclaim energy from

_garbage is becoming more manifest. Whilst it
is bgrgeoning in developed countries, we here
in Sri Lanka woefully lack the sophisticated techni-
ques and equipment that are vitally necessary for

making sold

waste disposal projects economically

viable. In these developed countiss more stringent

environmental

contrcls and increasing costs of

b_oth fossil fuel and other methods c¢f solid waste
d:gposa_l.are making resource recovery economically
competitive. We here in Sri Lanka have our priorities

all* inverted”.

We go in for prestigious but expensive

projects that bring no economic return. The Munici-

nalities of

Colombo, Dehiwela-Mount Lavinia,

'Nggtmbo and Galie are glaring examples of the
failures of the city fathers to cope with pressing
problems, adequately. Their prespectives are low -

they go in for the spectacular and ornate rather
than the Unspectacular, purposeful and economi-
cally beneficia] projects. In passing, it would
pot be out of place, although invidious, to draw

atteniion to

the monstrosity of 3 public market

that has just peen completed in Mount Lavinia.

W:‘"nilst heaps
daily on g|

of household refuse are piled up

Most every street in this suburban area

lying for days w'th fli i
: / les and cther dissase-carryin
germs, literaily breeding health hazards round ythg

clock, the

lament of its City fathers is that they

" e
a N0 money for efficient garbage ccllection

and dispozal.
6

It would be interesting to ascertain

S
YR
the cost of the Mt. Lavinia public market “White .

elephant” -erected at the cost of its ratepayers

and other inhabitants. Surely, it would have been
possible to purchase at least one modern garbaqe
disposal plant with the money expended on this
extravaganza. Do these City fathers realise .the
very harmful deterioration thgt t.hey are responsible
for g regards the health of its inhabitants ?.

The collection and disposal of our city garbage
alone will not solve our waste-disposal problems.
We should on a national scale make every effort
to reduce the 'amount of waste that is generated.
Also, garbage recycling is not the sole answer
to the energy crisis. But converting garbage Into
a supplementary source of energy-garbage that
might otherwise have been accumulating in over-
crowded landfills or garbage disposal dumps is
a positive step. It is an exercise that can be done

now.
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LETTERS

Letters intended for publication should be
addressed ‘‘Letters to the Editor,”” and must
include the writer's address and signature.
Priority is given to letters that are_ brief and
do not request anonymity. Letters may be
abridged. We are unable to acknowledge
all letters, but value the views of readers
who submit them.

LETTERS

HOTEL CHARGES
Sk,

The article on the above subject, published
in the issue of the 29th August 1981, should, |
consider, be given the widest publicity since it
is not only tourists but even locals who are fleeced.
About two weeks ago | had occasion to go to
Chilaw and having taken my children along with
me, was keen on giving- them a meal out of home.
| informed the Rest House at Chilaw, before |
set about my business, that | would be in for
lunch and was pleased to find, when | returned
that a good lunch had been prepared. The meai
was reasonably priced at Rs. 17/50 per head but
It was' a different matter where the “extras” in
th.e shape of fried fish was concerned. Seven
shces(of seer fish were served and the- charge
for this was Rs. 801 There was certainly no more
thgn a pound of fish on the plate and the prevailin
price that day was Rs. 18 at the market. 5
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Time was when a Rest House was run by the
Government Agent or local authority, to provide
a fair-priced meal and reasonable lodging to less-
affluent travellers. This was provided as a service
and was certainly a welcome one. Today the picture
has changed and the accent is on profit. | vias
told that the Chilaw Rest House has been leased

to a private individual who has to pay the 'dcal

authority Rs. 16,000 per month. It is therefore
no wonder that visitors are ‘fleeced’.- |f locals are
called upon to pay these exhorbitant charges one
can imagine how Tourists are  ‘‘skinned’.

21/12, 5th Lane,
Pagoda,

Kotte,

8th Sept. 1981.

F. YOUNG.

% Price Support Scheme for Holders
ir,

| have read the article “‘Price Support Scheme
for Small Holders”” by |I. 0. K. G. Fernando, the
Permanent Secretary-Chairman of the Tea Board.
| _have also read the comments of the Editor on
this as appearing in the Tribune of August 20, 1981.
The complaints of the small holders are against
the exhorbitant deductions by tea factory owners
for manufacturing their leaf. The Permanent Secretary
/Chairman has confused the issue by bringing in
a Price Support Scheme, which operates only
when the selling average of each factory drops
‘below a certain level. '

When | was the Chairman of the Tea Board,
the question of what this deduction should be
Came up frequently. | then had the Statistics
Department to collect these figures monthly from
th_e JEDB and the SPC which very willingly com-
plied. However, these figures were always challenged
by one board member who was a bought-leaf
factory owner. He was however, not willing to
table his figures from his report or table his report,
although requested- by me many times. The Tea
Control Department nevertheless obtained some
of these figures for me. You have published a
letter from a small holder in your journal of the
11th August 1981. '

The ““Lander” system of costing was the accepted
system on all agency as well as well managed
estates in the Country. The column under “Manu-
facturing’” will give the cost for the*month as well
as to date. However, from this the cost of plucking
has to be reduced. An attempt was made by a
very high ministry official who thought he was
the last word in estate management, to. change
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the system to the one recommended by the Cana-
dian team that drew up the Master Plan for tea.

To please this’ official, some estates in both organisa-

tions changed their system. In a short time the

estates got into such a mess with their accounts®.
that they reverted to the old system. More about *

this official who ruined the plantation industries
later. The - Permanent Secretary/Chairman, Tea

Board should stop writing this type of article \'

he sent you.
working of a tea estate or its accounting system.
As a Board member and the Minister in charge
are both large bought leaf factory owners, the
instruction from the ministry to charge Rs. 6/12
from the small holder is ethically questionable,
deplorable and obnoxious. | have written to the
Minister of Finance too on this subject. :

B. Warusavitarne,

Chairman, Sri Lanka Tea Board.
' (1977—1980)

310, Galle Road,
Panadura.
8th September 1981.
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Bans or Controls’
Sir,

Whether some like it or not, at least we in a
Democratic Socialist Republic are bound to please the
largest number of people in the various possible
ways. So we have GAMBLING in various forms,
political, economic and even religious. As long as
this planet lasts do you meanto say this would
stop? Therefore, gambling could and should be cont-
rolled and disciplined. It is better to regulate gamb-

gambling, either individually or collectively, ~ will/s
go on. Because there are those who indulge in it
in one or more of the above forms.

Let the punting booths like the taverns, liquox
bars and clubs be open at specific times. As is
being done in the big cities, letthe rule be applied
to all parts of the island. This is better than TOTAL
PROHIBITION or TOTAL.BAN on racing. Otherwise *
more Booruwa would play “Booruwa™. More
Kasippuwas will brew still more deadly Kasippu.

Similar to the advice given on the pack of cigare-
ttes, let there be advice and social education on

: 7

He obviously has no clue to the

b
L

\
/

-

ling - than banit. Like the oldest profession on e#th. . :
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these matters. Has the state banned ;che manufacture
of alcohol ortobacco?

Why this hypocrisy ?

.“‘

-

Even higher taxes on alcohol and tobacco will
do more harm than good. Why notlet the illegal
cottaye industry be permitted to supply the Distille-
ries Corporation with better alcohol ? Similarto small
holders supplying tobacco leaves to the cigarette,
cigar and beedi manufacturers ?

There would be less crime with controlled gamb’-
like

ling, especially in an underdeveloped country
ours. A total ban is a deadly bang. Legislate for
discipline and control of gambling, and not for total
banning. '

Anuradhapura, Dr. G. T. Herath

19:9..81

- Govt. Notices

My No. LA/4420

The Land Acquisition Act (Chapter 460) as
amended by the Land Acquisition (Amendment)
~Act No. 28 of 7964 - Notice under Section 7.

It is intended to acquire the land described in tne
schedule below. For further particulars please see the
£ Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
~ Lanixa No. 159 (Part |11 ) of 18.09.1981

SCHEDULE
Name of Land Kahatagahawatta
Name of Village Pahala Walahapitiya
Plan No. & Lot No P.-Pu. 2096
D. R. O's Division Nattandiya

The Kachcheri,

Puttalam for Government Agent and

1981.08.31 Acquiring Officer, Puttalam
District.

8 -

E )
S,
-
-

Notice under section 7 of the Land Acquisition
Act, (Chapter 460) as ‘amended by the Land
Acquisition (Amendment) Act No- 28 of 7964-

Reference No. 3/2/5/6/80/80

8t is intended to acquire the land described in
the schedule below. For further particulars, please
seed the Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka No. 159 (Part 111) of 18.09.1981

' SCHEDULE

A. G. A's Division Wattala

Village Wattala

Situation Ward No5 Hendala within
Hendala Town Council
Limits.

Nam-e of Land Puwakgahawatta

Lat Nos 123

Plan No. P. P. Co. P. P. Gam. 277
A. L. S. Malweuna.
District Land Offer of Gampaha
District.

Kachcheri
Gampaha.
Date: 31.08.1981

Notice under section 7 of the Land Acquisition
Act (Chapter. 460) as amended by Land
Acquisition .(Amendment) Act No- 28 of 7964-

Reference No. 3/2/5/5/1095
It is infended to acquire the land described in the

schedule below. For further particulars, please see the
Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri

Lanka, No: 159 (part 111) of 18-09-1981.

SCHEDULE

A. G. A's Division Ja-ela

Village Ja-ela Kanuwana

Sitiuation Ward No. 8 Weligampitiya
within Ja-eia Town Council
Limits

Name of Land Millagahawatta

Lot Nos ° 1-2-3

Plan No. P. P. Co. P. P. Gam. 206

Kachcheri
Gampaha.
Date 31.08.1881

A. L. S. Malwenna
District Land Officer of
Gampaha District
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SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Aug. 30 - Sep. 5

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE
WORLD COMPILED FROM DAILY NEVP-
PAPERS PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO

CDN——Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily

Mirror: CO—Ceylon -Observer; ST—Sunday Times;
SO—Sunday Observer; - DM—Dinamina; LD—
Lankadipa; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—
Silumina: SLDP—Sri Lankadipa; JD—Janadina
SU—Sun: DV—Davasa; DP—Dinapathi CM—
Chinthamani; WK—Weekend; RR—Riviresa; DK—
Dinakara: EN—Eelanadu; /DPR—Information Dept

Press Release.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30: The dispute within the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party will take another bizaire
and dramatic turn today when the Maithri-Anura
rebel group will storm Horagolla the citadel of
ex-Prime Minister Sirima Bandaranaike in her former
Attanagalla electorate; Medawachchiya MP Ma:thri-
pala Senanayake said yesterday that.they had
summoned party organisers countrywide for a
meeting at Horagolla. The death occured in Moscow
on Friday of Mr. S. A. Wickremasinghe, father
figure of Sri . Lanka's Marxist movement and
President of the Sri Lanka Communist Party:; the
veteran Left leader celebrated his 80th birthday in
April this year—SO. Public servants have been
asked to refrain. from using official vehicles for
private purposes; if has been found that a large
~slice of public expenditure went to meet the govern-
‘ment's fuel bill and the maintenance of vehicles.
Sri Lanka will issue two commemorative postage
stamps of the 50 cents (inland mail) and Rs._5'.
(overseas airmail) denominations to mark the visit
of Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh_—ST.
Sri Lanka has now emerged as a new operational
centre in an international film piracy syndicate;
world’s most powerful group of film-makers the
Motion Picture Association of America last week
made a series of representations to the Sri Lanka
government, to -being a tough crackdown against
the movie pirates—WK.

MONDAY, AUGUST 31 . There are clear indiqaf:ons
that the private trade is coming into the sugar import
business .which had long been a de_ facto monopoly
of the Food Department, authoritative .government_al
sources said yesrerday. The Rs. 11 million electronic
telephone exchange gifted by the Netherlands
Government in May thie year 10 the C_iolombo
General Hospital has remained dead during the
past three days. The Ceylon Workers Congress
has called upon the government t0 enc! the CE)I_'\dItIC!n
of statelessness forthwith by granting  citizeship
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to all persons who have applied for it. The Soviet
Union is honouring Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe
leader of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka who

died in Moscow on Friday by laying his remains .

in the Supreme Soviet on Wednesday; the body
which will be flown home is expected here early
Thursday ; the remains will lie at the Communist
Party’s headquarters .at Borella Thursday and Friday;
on Saturaday morning they will be taken to Matara
where Dr. Wickremasinghe had his political base
and where he was a well loved physician for many
decades—CDN. A top level intelligence unit—
coordinating Intelligence Bureau (CIB)—has been
set up directly under President J. R. Jayewardene ;
the CTB is being headed by Brigadier T. |I. Weera-
tunge, Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army; he
is currently coordinating operations of the security
forces and the Police in the Northern Province.
President J. R. Jayewardene will meet a delegation
of the Tamil United Liberation Front this evening,
to reach finality on a joint declaration containing
accord reached between the government and the
front with- regard to several political matters—SU.
The government is seriously considering the reduction
of prices of rice, flour, sugar and other essential
foodstuffs—DO.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1: President J. R. Jaye-
wardene and Prime Minister R. Premadasa visited
the Tamil houses and shops damaged by the
looters’ hand in Ja-ela, and Negombo, and spoke
to the owners of properties about what had hap-

- pened and about their present position. A major

breakthrough in restoring communal harmony in
Sri Lanka was achieved at President’'s House last
night when the national leadership.and the T®LF
concluded the first stage of what many observers
regard as an unique dialogue initiated by President
Jayewardene. President = Jayewardene will visit
Jaffna when he returns from his official visit to
Saudi Arabia: he is leaving for Saudi Arabia on
September 5, Prime Minister R. Premadasa in a
message of condolence yesterday paid-a tribute

to the late Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe, leader of thes
Sri Lanka Communist Party. Former Prime Minister { :

Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike has challenged the requisi-
tion of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party Headquarters
at Darley Road in an application she has filed
in the Court of Appeal. Mr. Ronnie de Mel Minister
of Finance and Planning, and Mr. M. H. Mohamed_
Minister of Transport and Muslim Religious Affairs
arrived in Jeddah on Sunday and were received
by Mr. Mohamed Abdul Whab Chie]c of Royal
Protocol who welcomed the two ministers and
the Sri Lnaka delegation led by them on behalf of
His Majesty King Khalid of Saudi Arabia and the
Royal Saudi Arabian government—CDN. The Govern-
ment last night announced the formation of a
highlevel committee under the chairmanship of
President J. R. Jayewardene in order to end
racial tensions and restore peace and harmony in

9
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the country; Mr. Anandatissa de Alwis, M!?;Srtr;c?;
State made this announcement at a press foga s0%0
at the Department of |nformat_|0n yester Lyéders
"sa'id the Tamil United L_iberat!on Froqt ein g
have agreed to work with this commltteeCDM
spirit of cordiality and peace anfl ha'rmonyld\l_tionai
Guidelines for the smoother function of the' ad 15
Development Councils were yesterday laid oiI
at a meeting of the cI'!alr_men of th(? counc hs,
District Ministers and Dnstrl_ct Secretaries at the
BMICH in Colombo; teething proplems of_the
councils were discussed and solutions provided
by Prime Minister R. Premadasa who was the
chairman of the discussions; Fh.e.' Development
Councils, he said, were not for division or dispute
but was for the unification of the country; they
were not the. forum for racial, political or__rellg!ous
tiots, but the starting point of peaceful discus_s:ons
to solve all preblems, especia.ly those at vrll_age
level—SU. Worried over the increasing notoriety
that Sri Lanka is gaining .as clearing house for :(he
illicit hashish trade, pol ce authcrties in conjunction
with the Customs w:ll for the first time introduce
the red and green gate system adopted at major
international airports to detect drug smuggl.ing—CO.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2: The rapid deprecia-
tion of the Sri Lanka rupee against the US dollar
is substantially boosting the country’s food and
fuel import bill in rupee terms, authoritative official
sources said yesterday; the dollar is now worth
nearly Rs. 20 and the state agencies responsible
for food .and fuel imports are working on the basis
that a further depreciation is likely in the coming
- weeks. For the_first time in the history of the Sri
Lanka Police service its 17,000 strong membership
will don new badges and insignia from Thursday
a police headquarters spokesman said—CDN. Sri
Lanka will, it is reliably understood, establish
diplomatic missions in six Middle East countries
shortly; these missions are being opened as a
result of initiatives taken by the Ministry of Labour
_in view of the complaints it has received from
Sri Lankans employed in the Gulf States, pariicula'rly
women working as housemaids—CDN. - Government
is to introduce amendments to the Constitution to
enable the presidential elections to be held before
parliamentary elections, Sun reliably learns: in
terms of existing provisions of the Constitution,
parliamentary elections are to be held in 1983 and
presidential elections thereafter in 1984. Professor
K. K. Y. W. Perera was yesterday appointed Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Power and Energy and
Chairman of the Ceylon Electricity Board—Su.
Four youths held up a CTB bus that was returning
_from Kataragama® at Hambantota and - robbed
Jewellery, money, wrist watches, gems etc, belonging
to the passengers in the vehicle—VK. -

THQRSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3: The government has
decided to set up unarmed Home Guards country-
10

" disturbances ;

wide in an effort to ensure that law and ordehr
tained and that the events of last mont
e, looting and arson took

this decision was taken at

yeisterday’s meeting - of the er)lstt;rshi:t C;vbl;:]cet;
President J. R. Jayewardene briefe Bl
colfeagues on the talks conc-luc'led with t el 3

on ‘ways and means of achieving cumrr]nuna ar-
mony. Government yesterday ggreed to t efgayr&e_?(}
of a risk allowance to all field staff in ;a . i

Life Department on the recon_'nmendatlon of State
Ninister, Anandatissa de Alwis. A Committee l:.as
been set up in Ratnapura to assesS compe.nsat!on
payable to those hard-hit by_the rec'ent wolt::‘nce,
a spokesman for the committee said. P_reS|dent
J. R. Jayewardene and Prime Minister R. Premadasa
yesterday toured Balangoda, Pelmad_ulla, Kahawa!tta.
and Ratnapura—four arzas where viclence, looting
and arson had taken a heavy tcll on the recent
the Army assessed the damage
caused at Rs. 41 million—CDN. Pre’sident & R.
Jayewardene promised immediate rel’ef of estate
wcrkers in Ratnapura who have been affected by
the recent distrubances; the Janata Estate Develc_)p-
ment Board and the State Plantation C_orporatlon
had launched a joint fund to provide relief to the
victims in the plantation sector, Mr. Jayewardene
said. Any person will be able.in future to e_ncash
foreign money up to 500 US doll:rs_ without
revealing the- source of such income; foreign
currency exceeding that amount has to be deposited
in Bank Accountrs; this is a decision taken at
yesterday’'s Cabinet meeting—CDM. Government
will enlist the services of a British public relations
consultancy firm to counter anti-national propaganda

is main :
where acts of violenc
place, do not recur;

in Britain, it was announced yesterday. The Chairman

and the Board of Directors of the National Milk
Board have been removed by Rural -Industrial
Development Minister S. Thondaman—SU.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4: The World Health Organi-
sation will support a hard-hitting campaign against
smoking in Sri Lanka, Dr. J. Stjernsward, Chief
of the WHO Cancer Unit who is now here for the
on-going fifth Asia Pacific Cancer Conference said
yesterday. Several police stations in the North
are o, be closed for security reasons and their
men, arms and amunition are to be deployed to the
remaining stations to supplement their resources,
a senior Police headquarters source said ; stations
due to be closed with effect from September 4,
are-those at Chankanai, Kopay, Ourumagar, Pallai
Annaicottai and Pooneryn according to orders sent
to’ Mr. A. Navaratnam, DIG Nothern Range by
Inspector General of Police Ana Seneviratne, yester-
day. Peace moves are now afoot to settle differences
between the two warring factions of the SLFP,
the Daily News reliably understands: on Monday,
the SLFP President Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike*
gnd her son, Anura, who are on opposite sides
in the squabble together met the Mahanayake of

TRIBUNE, September 19, 1981



W e '\\ » .

the Asgiriya chapter in Kandy. Mr. G. M. Punchi
Nilame, the acting Minister of Regional Development
has been removed from office; Mr. Punchi Nilame
who is the Deputy Minister for Regional Develop-
ment, also loses that position. Queen Elizabeth I,
accompanied by Prince Philip, the Duke of Edin-
burgh, arrives here on October 21, on a five-day
~ yisit to commemorate 50 years of adult franchise
in Sri Lanka; they will be here at the invitation
of President J. R.. Jayewardene the government
and the people of Sri Lanka. The remains of Dr.
S. A. Wickremasinghe, the leader of the Communist
Party of Sri Lanka and in his heyday one of the
most influential political figures in the south,
was flown home yesterday for the final obsequies—
CDN. The Ceylon Electricity Board is to get tough
with a plethora of public sector organisations
which owe the CEB a staggering Rs. 15m million
as electricity bills—CO. Extra vigiliance is to be
excercised by Police in the southern areas of the
country to control a spate of highway robberies ;
the robberies, Police said were being committed
by several gangs who preyed on both private
and Transport Board buses. The overall budget
deficit for 1982 is estimated at a staggering Rs.
25200 million; Government’s planners  have
advised that even after taking into consideration
the most optimistic disbursement of Foreign aid,
it would not be possible to bridge this deficit.
Two days of disturbances in Balangoda and Ratna-
pura districts rendered 5,000 people homeless and
caused damage estimated at five mi'lion rupees
in estates coming under the Sri Lanka State Planta-
tions Corporations, its Chairman Kenneth Ratwatte
said yesterday—SU.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5: Mountains of tomatoes
have been buried in the Matale district by farmers
who haven’t been able to sell their crop, Mr.
Ranjan Wijeratne,
Agricultural Development and Research was told
recently; ‘‘we are burying thousands of kilos of
tomatoes a day; nobody wants them even at
15 cents a kilo,” farmers said. Making pointed
reference to the recent’ violence that rocked some
parts of. the country, President J. R. Jayewardene
yesterday stressed the need for right action and
right speech in an address he made before the
UNP’s All-Ceylon Executive Committee. Four gems
valued at approximately £14,000 (Rs. 500,000)
were stolen from the Sri Lanka exhibition at the
Commonwealth Institute on Thursday; the gems
were on display at the Gem Corporation stall
among a large number of other precious stones
valued at millions of pounds—CDN. The President,
Mr. J. R. Jayewardene and Mrs. Jayewardene
leave today on a state visit to Saudi Arabia on
the invitation of King Khalid Ibn Abdul Aziz Saud—
CDM. President J. R. Jayewardene yesterday
accused some Government MPs of speaking, both
" parliament and outside, words that encouraged
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Secretary to the Ministry of .

- Delhi.

" ¥ .
-

niolen ce and the murders, rapes and arson that
been committed : if leaders of his United National
Party could not set an example to the rest of the
country, ‘it is better for me to retire from the
leadership and let those who believe that the
harming of innocent people and property that has .
happened recently, is the way to solve the problems
that face this muli racial, multi re igious and multi
caste society; take over the leadershp’, President
Jayewardene told the UNP’s All island Executive
Committee at the Ramaktishna Hall in Wellawatte
yesterday. Seven eminenet lawyers, all dressed up
in full length wig, tailcoat and bands, took their
oaths in the ceremonial court yesterday as the
first Senior Attorncys of the Republic of Sri Lanka—

SU.

WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF

Aug. 30 - Sept. 5

SOUTH ASIA

INDIA: In Madras about 200 anti - Sri Lanka
demonstrators including three members of the
Tamil Nadu State Assembly were arrested when
they tried to stage a protest march against communal
violence in Sri Lanka. The number of repatriates
arriving in India from Sri Lanka increased consider-
ably as a consequence of communal violence.
The Finance Minister of Tamil Nadu state govern-
ment has rejected a story that corpses o e R
Lankans were washed off ashore along Vetharaniam
coast in Tanjore district. According to N, Wardhan,
Director of Revenue Intelligence® the "smudgling
of surplus luxury goods from SriLanka to India
has “been on the increase ever since Sri Lanka
government allowed liberal import of foreign goods.
The collection of funds for a Trust named after
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi by the Chief Minister
Abdul Rahman Antulay, Marashtra State had  led
to an uproar in Indian Parliament. The opposition
parties which staged a walk out at one stage descfi-
bed it to be the “fraud of the century”’. The Indian 3
government has vetoed the appointment of US
diplomat Griffin, who was number two in the US
Embassy in Kabul as political counsellor in New
US has retalisted by refusing to accept
T. P. Menon an - Indian diplomat for a similar
post in Washington. India will have to go on an
arms buying spree to keep ‘her armoury to match
US promised F-16 fighters to Pakistan. In Pondichery
a protest strike in sympathy for those who suffered
in Sri Lanka during the communal clashes brought
the town to a standstill. A similar all party strike
is planned in neighbouring Tamil Nadu on Septem-
ber 12. India has discovered a major offshore-
oil field on the continental shelf off Bombay.
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PAKISKAN : Pakistan may be re-admitted to “the
Commonwealth if she applies again. A religious
coutt ordered a Karachi couple, through married
now, to be stoned to death for their illicit relations
prior to marriage. Mrs. Jeane Kirkpatrick said that
the proposed 3,200 million dollars economic
“military aid to. Pakistan is quite independent of
any strategic, economic or geo-political objectives.
President Zia stressed that Pakistan was hoping
to develop friendly ties with Moscow when he
opened the country’s first steel mill built with
Soviet assistance.

EAST ASIA

CHINA : Paul Hartling, UN.  High Commissioner
for Refugees thanked China for accepting 265,000
Viethamese refugees which was an unique  gesture
in an Asian context. China again accused Cuba of
trying to propel the Non-aligned movement into
the Soviet orbit and urged them to steer away
from super-power influence. China will purchase
planes and arms from Brazil. SINGAPORE : ASEAN
group appears keen to organise a tripartite national
liberation front of Kampuchea constituting Prince
Sihanouk, Khieu Samphan (Khmer Rouge) and
Son Sann (People’s National Liberation). A formal
meeting of the three leaders was held in Singa-
pore. The above three resistance groups signed
an agreement in Singapore to undertake joint
military action against Vietnam’s involvement in
Kampuchen.

WEST ASIA

LEBANON : French Ambassador Louis Delamare
was shot and killed in Beirut by unknown gunmen.
IR!_IN." The newly elected President Mohamed Ali
Rajai a.nd Primé Minister Mohamed Javad Bahonar
were killed in a bomb explosion in Teheran. Iranian
authorities have blamed the extremist leftwing
Mulahe_din guerilla organisation for the bomb blast.
_The exiled Bani-Sadr described the current clashes
in Teheran as a civil war. Ayatollah Mabdavi-Kani
a.s.tuden_t of Khomeini, was chosen as Primé
Minister in place of the premier who was killed
on SL!nda-y. Iranian authorities arrested many emplo-
yers in the Iranian Priemier's office and intensified
their search of leftists. /SRAEL - The 5ttempts of
the grchaeologists to uncover the bibilical city
of King David in Jerusalem have led to clashes
l;etvyeen_ Ulhareligious Jews, Police and Muslims.
‘ esides it has led to open clashes between Aguda
srael Party and other partners of Begin's coalition
government. The Supreme Court quashed an order
made by Mr. Hammer, Minister of Education,

bannmg_ archaeological excavations and permitted
€Xcavations to continue.

AFRICA

EGYPT: Religious feuds between Moslems and

Coptic ~ Christians
12

in Cairo is causing tension.

o |

Riot police fired tear gas to disperse thousanc_is
of Moslem fundamentalists marching on to Coptic
Cathedral. Police arrested hundreds of hardline
religious and political critice of Anwar Sadat.
Among those who were detained were Mot}amed
Haikal, popular author and journalist and confidante
of former President Nasser. LIBYA : Col. Gaddafi
hag warned US' that Libya will ,
US® nuclear  systems and ally itself with Soviet
policy if US persists in challenging its claim to the
Gulf of Sidra again. ANGOLA: Despite Angolans
appeal to UN, OAU, NAM, South African forces
entered Angola while South African claimed that
ts forces are leaving Angola complained that
South African tropps were occupying six towns in
KueneProvince. SOUTH AFRICA : South African forces
incursions into Angola caused servere damages to
border towns. They claimed to have. captured
a ‘Soviet Warrant officer and Kkilled another two
Soviet officers. The presence of Cuban soldiers,
East Germans and Soviet Advisers may change
western approach to South Africas incursion into
Angola. :

AMERICAS

US.A.: The reluctance shown by Beginis govern-
ment to relinquish the West Bank of the Jordan
appears to be irritating the US public. This irritation
has prompted the T7ime magazine to describe
Israel as a liability rather than an asset to US
interests. Reagan wants to cut down his defence
spending by 30 miilion dollars in 1983 and 1984
to balance his budget. Police discovered petrol
bombs near the Soviet Mission to the UN claimed
to have been planted by a Jewish group called
““The Thunder of Zion . :

PERU: The US envoy’s house in Lima, Bank of
America and three houses belonging to US firms
were attacked with bombs by a Maaoist group of
extremists. VENEZUELA : France and Mexico had
been helping the guerillas in El Salvador to fight
the civil-military government. This had been con-
demened by Latin American countries. Eariier US
stepped up its military and economic aid to El
Salvador because it suspected that Cuba and Soviet
Union were helping the guerillas.  PANAMA: A
plausible " suspicion ‘has been raised that the air
cras_h in .which Gen. Torrijos died may have been
engineered by the US Secret Services. .

EUROPE

SO]/IET UNION : According to Pravda the Soviet
}Jnlon would withdraw its troops from Afghanistan
if fran and Pakistan accepted ' Kabul's demands
that they would end “"armed interference in Afgha-
nistan affairs”. Reuters reported that Soviet Union
has started a large-scale air and sea manoeuvre
around Poland and warned that her forces are
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ready to defend socialism against Western inter- "

ference. POLAND : The* leader to the Polish free
trade union leader Walesa declared that his Solidarity
organisation was keen to serve the society rather
than seize political power.

e a

FILM FOCUS

X X

Kalpana Cinema

THIS COLUMN has been aware that by a curious
allocation of marks for the opening release centres
for imported Tamil films in Colombo South, the
following cinemas have been atlotted the marks
or points against their names—Eros  (5672),
Kalpana (4910), Sapphire (4773) and Navah (2377).
Rather than questioning the academics of the
assessment -system adopted, if a regular picturegoer
were to examirne closely the position that the
Kalpana cinema holds in this precedence order,
then he would detect a big hole in the NFC exercise.
This cinema constructed not many yealS ago is
situated in a predominantly Sinhalese residential
area and has been handpicked as a Tamil release
centre for some reason or other when many other
alternatives would have been posible. One has to
get well past the Kirillapone bridge from Wellawatte
and enter the outer fringe of the Nugedoda A.G.A.s
Division to reach this cinema. The latest census
figures will bear out that hardly 10% are Tamil
speaking within a fair radius of this cinema. Besides
scars inflicted on this cinema by a racial mob
during the post election incidents, are still left
gaping for all and sundry to be reminded of it.
To move on to matters more mundane concerning
this cinema, not long ago tha expensive film
Aliyatha Kolangal (1% lakhs) was released both at
this theatre and the Sellamahal in Colombo North
simulateneously, and in their respective box office
performances hangs a tale that is very revealing.
‘While this film—as will be in the case of Suvarillatha
Chithrangal right now—staggered along, at the
former cinema to record only a few housefull
shows, the Sellamahal continued to draw crowds
even after the film was withdrawn at the Kalpana
due to a rapidly receding record in patronage.

The story has been the some with every new
Tamil release, and this column logically poses
the question to the NFC whether it is a profitable
exercise to keep feeding this cinema with expensive
Tamil films without rhyme or reason. The accoustics
in this cinema have earned such notoriety, that
any picturegoer will bear this column out on the
muffled distortion in dialogue and the rather
apathetic lighting that keeps ones ' ears, and eyes
at full stretch. This column is also aware that a
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new copy of the film MNinaithale Innikum suffered
extensive dam'age, and the NFC had to take disci-
plinary cognisance of it. Even so there has been
no appreciable improvement: since, going by “what
spills over anaemically on the screen for the hard
cash that is paid. Facts are far too
to be ignored any longer, and the foregoing observa-
tions would be borne out further by the bleak

stubborn .

attendance at the final shows for the day—and

that too only because of the special transport
arrangements made by the management. It is the
considered opinion of this column that immediate
repairs and replacements are necessary, after which
the Kalpana should be absorbed into one of the
Sinhala circuits, when better returns would be
definitely recorded. Finally in this new points system
of the NFC, consideration should be given to
public opinion as well, and if this is done, this
column will boldly predict that the precedence
order would be as follows—Sapphire, Eros, Kalpana
and Navah. Picturegoer opinion on such matters
should always be respected as a rule, whether
any cinema is to be a Sinhala, Tamil or English
film release centre. Will the NFC please take note—
their daily cinema returns would be the best index
for a beginning. ‘

RIDEE THELLA (Sinhalese) : Although actor Gamini
Fonseka is a top-runger on the local films scene
with his varied talents in the field, he keeps in
touch with every step of the .ladder of fame that
placed him there. His early films Dbarring Gam
Peraliya, were ull of the stuff that filled the galleries’
and his two fisted action squences which were the
launching pads, to more serious portrayals. The
film under review, directed by Siri Kularatne is
another film that takes a look over the shoulder
into this past histrionics while &dorning a Simple,
but escapist story. A Police officer (Ravindra
Randeniya) on a hunting expendition, accompanied
by his wife and infant son runs his jeep slap
bang into a herd of elephants, and is left the
tragic loser of the bawling boy, who grows up to
manhood in the new environment as Padda (Gamini
Fonseka) the tough who holds a village at bay ,
under the foster care of an elder (Somi Ratnaydke)
to emerge as a local (Robin Hood) who deprives
the rich and helps the poor, and the needy in his
surroundings. Amidst these escapades he loses his
heart to the pretty rural belle (Sriyani Amarasena),
and loses her in turn permanently to his boyhood
friend (Lionel Deraniyagala), due to his untraced
lineage and origins. His unrequited yearnings turn
him on to more serious crime, and that Is when
he has the law on his heels, to a tragic 2nd senti-
mental climax when his identity is established by
the Thella around his necek. Gamini has moved
into his role with a great and familiar gusto that
pitches him more into his element. While the camera
sweeps the raw and rural background, unfortunately
bereft of colour, Sriyani Randeniya, Mervyn Jaya-
) i 13
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tunga—the villian in most fL_Ims n.ozv——andeog:
Ratnayyke strain hard to give credence ]
otherwise unbelievable film story, byt an’ exce :
entertainer all the same. There was a flaw hOWevh )
in that much celleloid time was wasted on tﬁ
antics of the comedian (Jayasekera Aponsu), whic

was overdone.. This film has been received well

by picturegoers and is in for a long run, Wwith

CGamini pushing it on &
Is is recommended unreservedly

Il the way at the box off_ic:e.
for family viewing.

SUVARILSATHA CHITRANGAL . (Tamil) : _Oune
probably the reputed and versatije actor director
Bahagyaraja reached out in this film to portray
the saddest South Indian Tamil film ever made and
succeeded, inching stories like Nallathangal and

Thulaparam out of his way. To my dismay, this

praiseworthy presentation underwent the usual
distortions of sound and poor lighting - at the
KALPANA where | viewed this film but for which
my cut of appreciation would have been the more.
It could have been anything between Telugu to
Malayalam, the way the spoken Tamil reached
the ears of the audience, coupled with the dim
lighting, - that taxed the eyes. The brilliance of
Bhagyarajah however filtered - through these short-
comings, With the dialogue in particular being

handled so well, that in each delivery it embraced

two parallel situations, juxtopasing two contradictory
developments in the gI’OWT.h of the story, Sumathi,
a child star of yesteryear and in her mid-teens,
blooms in beauty in the squalor around her in the
first half of the film. Storywise, she attracts the
attentions of a long distance runner (Sudahar),
bred in affluence and the poor boy next door
(Bhagyrajah), who dreams, dreams of love, as in
the Secret Life of Walter Mitty, the English film
where Hollywood actor Danny Kayc excelled
once. A confrontation 'in the Salubrious climes
squares matters out in the love triangle and sets
the scene for tragedy in the wake of wedded
poverty to take over. In the second half of the
film with Bhagyarajah taking. a detached bacl;
seat, the victors of the romance are thrown to the
‘vyolves ‘at their door and become victims of dire
financial distress. They cling on to accepted norms
and moral principles, as the story takes a harsh
hook at the conventions that stick to the grain. so
as not to set any values even on human ‘Iife. ’The-

_heart strings and the tear ducts of audience, come

under hea_vy strain as a whole family takes the
easy way out. There was a rare sequence wh
the coloured film turns literally green with en?f:
gﬁs ot;thechameo s?y'Ied portrayals excellently brouaht
e y hagyar_ajas dqwn to earth father, the
or and his |ittle assistant ““cutting out their

. daily lives with -their racy wit for a livina, and

maerrtr_lbers of .the doomed family, the mother
:34 icular, A fine film that packs laughter. in thie

.‘ f o = ﬂ-

. y |
first half and a good cry in the second, a deft

mbination one must not+ miss. .
= ' JAMES N. BENEDICT.
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lN.\ THE NEWS
Attanagalla Scheme

By R. Kahawita

Thirty nine Yyears after the death of D. S. and

fifty years after the scheme came first into the

back again in the’ news, this time
as a result of rebuilding of Tammitta Anicut after
flood damage two years ago, and. at thg usual
opening and closing ceremonies with which one
is accustomed to now, references Were made to the
history of the project. Attanagalla ‘Oya Scheme
was the earliest and the first irrigation 'scheme

picture, it is

that drew the attention of D. S, Senanayake. He had .

several reasons for starting this project. It was in his
electorate; within Colombo district not far from
the city. Every inch of cultivable wet land .was
aswedumized for paddy fields. All the land high-
privately -owned and the people lived on the was
lands - surrounding the fields. It was in the wet
zone and could be cultivated for three seasons a
year without any storage for irrigation, provided
the flood water could be contained within the
banks of the Oya. The people cultivating these
fields praticed a unique method of cooperative
iriigation known as “‘flood irrigation”’. The method
consists of building a series of “‘stick dams™ across
the river to head up the water behind the stick
dam to force the water to overilow the banks
and flood the fields on either side. There were
hundreds of these stick dams in the Attanagala
Oya valley flood-irrigating some 4,000 acres of
paddy. There were two requirements for the success
of the method: the structure should be sufficiently
“fragile’’ to get washed away when the river rose
about 18" behind the stick dams, and the other
the normal water level below the dam should'
be about 12" below its crest i.e., differences of
head of 6 inches between the upstream and down-
stream water level. The interval "between two stick
dams along the waterway depended on the bed
slope of the river and the level of the fields behind
a dam. The trouble with this type of structure was

~that they had to be constructed after the heavy

rains in the catchment have ceased. If there were
to i?e cloud-burst to generate isolated floods in the
basins, all the stick dams receiving the flood water
get washed away, to be rebuilt after the : flood
water reaceded. This was troublesome and needed

cooperative efforts by the cultivators t
pera o tak
cultivation through. These el
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‘#stick dams’”’, the cultivators call them “‘weli-bemmi”, -

*'|pal-bemm”, ‘“‘darameti-bemmi” or 'ritti-bemmie’’.
Each name indicate the method of construction.
But the features are the same—they must not be
rigid, there must be a difference between the
US and D.S. water levels. This difference should
not be more than 6" to 12" for safety of the structi re
and for flooding the fiélds and sustain the water
table. These levels maintained the subsoil water-
table over the whole valley around the root zone
of the paddy’ plant. Even if the liyaddes are not
flooded as understood in paddy cultivation, the
sub-soil can be maintained at ‘‘saturation puint .~

WHEN THE SCHEME was taken up for ‘moder-
nisation”’, the obvious solution was to replace the
stick dams with permanenet structures and develop
a channel system to deliver water to the fields'
below. This is the usual method of irrigation in
a gravity distribution system ; one method understood
by the lriigation Department. This was the mistake
the Department made at the initial stages of develop-
ing the project. An engineering survey was initiated.
This was the first time such a survey was under-
taken in Ceylon for development of irrigation for
paddy cultivation. After this scheme it was taken

to other areas. Attanagala Scheme got the highest '

priority ; for, here was a representative of the people
who has lived and worked in the area, who knew
the cultivation problems and how the cultivators
suffered during floods and how hazardous it was
to undertake a cultivation. A working scheme at
the door step of the metropolis, and extent of 4,000
acres that could supply rice tO the city dwellers.
Obviously this project had to be number one on
the list of the first Minister of Agriculture. So
orders went out for surveys, collection of hydro-
data, assessment of holdings, collection of infor-
mation of frequency of floods etc. The scheme
was scheduled to be started in 1938/39.

ABOUT THIS TIME we were without an assign-
ment, having served a spell in N.C.P. when talks
were floating about to take quick action to imple-
ment Attanagala Scheme. We thought, this area

would be a salubrious work-point to recoup from -

the debilitating  effect of malaria over serveral
years. Working in a semi-urban area after the
jungles of N.C.P. we thought, should be a reasonable
request to make. So we did, but never got a hearing.
We were posted to Colombo to be in charge of
designs. The problem was how to live in Colombo
on Rs. 500/-less 25% a month, travelling "at-/25 a
mile, and to be tied down to a desk day in and
day out. We tried varous ways of getting out of
it, ‘'short of resigning the job. Those days there
‘were no politicians who wanted to be popular
by sponsoring the casue of the under-dog. Orders
were orders, and we had to carry them out or
“get out”’. We nearly did, but a great friend and
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adviser told us, ‘‘take it do not run away from
responsibility”’.. So we found ourselves in the
Designs Office and one of the jobs on the boards
was the design of Attanagala Oya Scheme. When
we read about it in the Ceylon Daily News a few
weeks ago, nostagic memories crossed our mind '
as to how this scheme took shape. The construction
job, which we were anxious to get, was put m ,
charge of a Construction Engineer from- .India. '
So the studies and designs began to take shape
on the “classical lines"—dams, flood bunds, irriga-
tion channels regulating structure and control
devices to distribute the flood waters for irrigation
and the surplus to be passed down the river,
to be picked by an anicut lower down. As the
designs developed, and construction commenced,
sections of the schemes were put into operation,
the prudence of the “stick dam engineeis” became
evident. Through experience and years of innovation
and improvisation to control the river water they
had devised ‘' the stick dam system” to meet
the special features of water supply to the fields.
They are—no storage was possible, except the
bankful storage upstream of each stick dam, Water i
supply was from the rainfall in the cultivated area,
and that part of Attanagala Oya catchment which
was not cultivated in paddy but had been developed .

in village gardens, estates and village housing but . |
contributing flash floods in the river. Even otherwise |
run off from the water shed is quick and of short
duration. In between the rains, the supply of irriga-
tion water was from seepage flow into the river
bed: and temporary storage in the water table.
The usable quantity ava'lable ‘from these sources
was indeterminate and limited. :

THOUGH EXTENSIVE GAUGINGS and sitream
flow data were collected during the short digestion
period of the design, they were insufficient to
determine the quantum that might be available
to feed a gravity system of water distribution.
With a limited quantity, of Wwater available the
succeses of the sgheme depended largely on the
te-use of water over and over .again from the
source to its release lower down. This is exact!y
what the stick dam engineering did. The main
problem was to determine the quantity to be drawn
at each barrage and what percentage of that quanti-
ty would be available at the next barrage lower .
down. On. this quantum depended the extent
of land to be irrigated - under each barrage Of £
anicut. As the designs developed and sections of
the scheme were implemented, shortcomings Of
the classical type of irrigation became evident.
The solution we thought, was to increase the
number of barrages and regulators in the main
river and other drainage lines. The ‘‘stick dam
engineers” did not face this problem At least
they had the answer. They just flooded the fleds
by heading up the water to _ﬂood the fields above
each stick-dam. It seemed primitive to us but it
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ing i depended
he spacing of dams along the. river
?J':j titee ﬂgod gradient and the desired depth of

: 3 d
i fields. By a process of trail an
e ot descreased the number

ot s’ to suit the requirements of a tract
g; f?et;glg d‘?’lr::s called for coordinated commu?lty
action to erect dams or re-erect th.e dams after
a flood, or wash away due to defective re-erection
methods. This was great hlnderance to _cultlvation
programme, yet they did it for generatlong, un.tll
the Department came along to mod(_armze_ it.
The rigid anicut system replaced the stick dar_ns_.,
but there were distribution problems and deficit
irrigation water. Even today it is evident by- the
intensive weed growth in some of the fields.
Of course there was a solution to replace the stick
dams by “‘collapsible barrages”. They fell flat on
to the river bed at predetermined water levels
and after the passage of a flood, the collapsed
segments can be “‘ploughed into erect position”
within a couple of hours. In 1939 we were not
prepared for that level of technology. so the sugges-
tion was not entertained. That kind of device
would have saved Tammitta Anicut. If so there
would not have been the need for a news item
to mark the ceremonies nor would we have been
prompted to write this article.

answered their need

AFTER THE SYSTEM of permanent anicuts
were completed, several problems in irrrigation
cropped up. Apart from increasing the number

of anicuts, there was the problem of holding up
water in the fields long enough, for weed control
etc., the method the cultivators were accustomed
to. Nevertheless the rigid structeres and the - gravity
distribution system had to be justified and maintained.
One may ask what was the solution to satisty
the farmer demands? When we understood the
problem, we found that the pre-modernizing condi-
tions could be maintained by judicious operation
of the Anicuts; that is, to maintain the bankfull
anicut while it is diverting
water into its channel system ,above. This helped
to maintain the water table at “field level” while
an anicut was being operated to distribute water.
That is, head up water in the river above an anicut
sufficient to its channel system and release the
surplus to the river section below the anicut and
hold up this water at the next anicut below it at
bankful stage. This proved successful and the
farmers were satisfied.  To
staff Issue and Control rules were drafted and
implemented with 3 controlling office housed
at _and in charge of each anicut. To warn these
qfﬂcers in. advance of an impending increase in
river flow, rain gauges were established over the
basins and tables were prepared to indicate the
expected run-off for each inch of rainfall over
a particular catchment area. The Department -evolved
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guide the operating.

' /
a co-ordi ' s :
relieved the peasants of their coor ina SC’inn
under the stick dam -system. This 1Is the_'fl_nal
improvement achieved. The areas under Cu|t|\latfon
has remined the same. The success of the operation
andl distribution depend on the standard of mainten-
ande of the structures, channels, protec:uon buqu
and » the flow of, observations and rainfall. Like

in all operating irrigation schemes over thfe Island,
maintenance has fallen far short of requirements.

Attanagala is no exceptiqn.
& % 2 A

SMOKING : :

And Lung Cancer

By K. N. Tyagi

| ‘just dont like a man, Kishan, who cannot smoke,
for it is the prerogative of Homo sapiens to smoke
which makes him advanced over animals. Then
talking while holding a cigarette between the
lips, and smoke gradually coming out through
the oral orifice with each word spoken adds extra
charm to the masculine personality’” said Gurwant
pointing towards me when we were sipping
coffee in the university cafeteria. Her remarks made
me restless since | was the lone non-smoker in
our group of the university students. | did what
any teenager would do in such a vulnerable situa-
tion to “impress’” his fiance. Soon smoking became
my habit. The reasons why people habitually smoke
tobacco are certainly complex and it is no easy
matter to reach a simple and reasonable conclusion
concerning the mental health aspects of smoking.
Social environment plays a large part in determining
smoking, the offering and accepting of tobacco,
like alcohol, is important in the development of
personal relations in business and in private life.
The purported benefits on mental health are so
Intangible and elusive, so intriately woven into
the whole fabric of human behaviour, so subject
to moral interpretation and censure, so difficult
of medical evaluation and so controversial in nature
that this aspect has been rarely studied. ]

It may be interesting to note that there is no
substantial and clear cut personality difference
between smokers and non-smokers. While cigarette
smokers tend to be more extrovert less rigid and
more neurotic than non-smokers, the pipe smokers
are notably introvert. There is no difference in

intelligence between -smoking and non-smoking

children bgt the former are less 'academically success-
ful. _Emotlonal stress is associated with heavier
smoking amongst smokers rather than with starting
to smoke by non-smokers. Many smokers are not
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aware of the composition of tobacgo smoke which

is sa complex that about’300 compounds have been
indentified in it. It varies with the type of tobacco
and the way it is smoked. Seventy-five microgram
of lead, 2 to 22 microgram of benzo (d)—pyrene
and some heavy trace metals are present fer
1,000 cigarettes. Different brands of cigarettes may
contain 18 mg. to 31 mg. of tar. Each inha'ed
puff of the cigarette contains 100 million to 10:000
million particles of various toxic substances and a
smoker inhales 50 micrograms:- of smoke particles
per cigarette. However the chief pharmacologically
active ingredient is nicotine, the amount absorbed
varying from 90 per cent in those who inhale io
only 10 per cent in those who do not. Substances
carcinogenic (causing cancer) to animals like
polycyclic hydrocarbons have also been identified
in tobacco smoke of cigars, pipes and cigaretttes.
Besides smoking air polulation is the other main
source of heavy trace metals like lead, arsenic
and cadmium. Cigar smokers inhale less smoke
than cigarettee smokers and hence have a low
death rate from lung cancer. “"Hukkah” a common
smoking device used in Indian villages is compara-
tively less risky since the tobacco smoke passes
through water and a long pipe before it is inhaled.

Tobacco was introduced to Europe from South
America in the 16th century. The WHO in its
1980 global review points out that not only are
tobacco companies turning more to the Third
World but there is evidence that at least some
are selling stronger and more addicitive cigarettes
. in the developing countries and the people in

these countries are being persuaded by the costly

advertising. In India almost every magazine and
newspaper has attractive and colourful display
of cigarette brands, some cigarette companies

select smoking couples in the form of ““made for
each other”, some offer these selected couples
free air ride to 'some countries, others providz
a lucrative modelling career to many young people.
Surprisingly smoking is gradualry declining in the
West, non-smokers outnumber smokers in United
States, Norway, Sweden and UK, while smoking
has increased dramatically in the developing coun-
tries. Obviously statutory warnings in India like
like ‘"Cigarette Smiking is Injurious to Health™”
superscribed on the beatiful cigarette packets has
no relevance. Smoking us a stimulant is regarded
as a mood elevator by some and it leaves a psycholo-
gical dependance unlike the physical dependence
of alchohol. The  importance of finding out just
what smoking does or does not do may be clear
" from the fact that the death expectancy in men: at
the age of 35 before they attain the age of 69
years is—15 per cent in non-smokers, 23 per cent
in smokers of 1-14 cigarettes a day, 25 per cent
in smokers of 15-24 cigarettes a day and 33 per
cent in smokers of 25 or more cigrettes a day.
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Increase  of mortaility with cigar and pipe
smokers are substantially less. One of the most
impressive bits of information in the new reports
comes from a monumental long-term follow = up
of 59,600 British medical practitioners and their
smoking habits. Starting in 1951 half of all the
participating doctors who smoked gave up, becoming
in effect a self selected reported test group by
1964. ' : S

Based on a world-wide survey of contining
medical research the studies contain bad news
for heavy smokers. The recent increase of lung
cancer in many countries proves that there is a
genetically determined tendency both to smoke
and to develop lung cancer. In UK, the lung cancer
mortality rate has risen by 2,00 per cent in the
past 40 years and more than 33,000 people die
of lung cancer annually. In USA smoking takes
a toll of 350,00 of lives ayear, a disease that would
still be a rarity if cigarettes had never been populari
sed. While deaths from lung cancer for all men
in the age group .of 35, to 64 years rose seven

per cent in UK from 1951 to 1965, among all the .

doctors such deaths fell by 33 percent. Among
the doctors who stopped smoking the risk of gettnig’
lung cancer was found to fall in direct proportion
to the time elapsed since they had last smoked.

This experiment contradicted the argument of tobacco
lovers that their exists a ‘‘smokers personality’
since of this were so giving up should have no
effect on mortality”’. It may not be surprising to
know that in the case of lung cancer women are
today dying of this disease at twice the rate they
did 20 years ago. A pregnant women smoking as
many as ten cigarettes a day has a significantly
greater chance of losing her baRy either pefore
it is born or in the first four weeks of infancy,
than a non-smoking mother. Smoking affects an
unborn baby. Some agent in cigarette smoke besets
the foetus with potentially disastrous consequences
pracisely. how is not yet known. Smoking may
restrict the flow of blood to the placenta (chord
connecting the foetus with mother’'s body) thus
reducing the nourishment the baby gets or carbon
monixide present in the blood of a smoking mother
may work its way into the baby’s circulation.
Whatever be the cause smoking retards the growth
of the unborn child. A smoking mother is more
apt to produce a still-born baby or one who dies
soon after birth and the more she smokes the more
she increases such risk. A baby born to a smoking
mother is approximately 200 gms. less in weight
than that of babies born to non-smoking mothers.
Smoking before the start of pregnancy does not
appear to effect foetal growth and if the mother
stops smoking in the early months normal growth can
still be expected. -

Laboratory tests have demonstrated that nicotine
introduced into the mother’'s blood stream increased
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acidity in the foetus, impaired its ‘heart rate, .blood

pressure and oxygen supply. One in five of the

smoeking mothers who lost their * babies woulgi
pregnancy if

probably have had a successful _ |
she had stopped smoking In time.
Professor Neville Butler, Director of Bristol

University Child Health Department Sjtudiedas a
+est group all the 17,000 children born in England,
. “geotland and Wales during one week of Maich
1958  and his finding was most disturbing that
" babies who develop under tobacco’s toxic influence
may suffer long-term liabilities. Prof. Butler found
that when these children were seven they were
clumsier at handling objects, less adjusted to the
school environment, over a centimetre shorter
than children of non-smoking mothers. Butler points
out that at least some of these defects may turn
out to be a delay in development rather than
permanent impairment, But statistics show that
women are starting to smoke at an earlier age,
are smoking more and more and are not giving up

in such great numbers as men,
—Patriot, New Delhi.

To be concluded.. ..
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Indo-Soviet Treaty

By Vijaya Chari

THE TENTH ANNI|VERSARY of the controversial
Indo~S_0Viet Treaty of Peace, Frendship and Co-
operation was celebrated all over India on August
9 on a rather low key. The treaty was signed at
'the peak of high tension between India and Pakistan
in 1971 when the liberation struggle headed by the
late Sheik Mujibuer Rehman was at full momentum
. in the then East Pakistan. Over nine million refugees
had crossed over to India to elude the worth of
Pak'istan armed forces and the entire North Eastern
region of the sub-continent was thrown into a turmail
_with an Indo-Pakistan war looming large in the
horizon and with the prying eyes of China and the
us concentrated on the conculsive situation. It
IS In this context that the treaty which provides
for mutual consultations and appropriate action in
the event of either of the contracting parties beco-
Ming an object of aggression by a third party
was hammered. The treaty served its eminent
‘Purpose at' that time and acted as.a deterrent
against China’s intervention in support of Pakistan
and against US pressure on India to remain quies-
cent even as the Yahya Khan regime of Pakistsn
gxt;rmmated the rebel elements in the then East
ba |tsrtlan. Th_e tre::—!ty (expectedly) was then assailed
Y 1he anti-Soviet lobby as nothing short of a
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military pact by which India had sold itself out
to Russia in violation of its non-aligned tenets.
But there is no denying the fact that the treaty
did serve its purpose at the crucial time for India
uring the Bangladesh crisis. Now that the treaty
i3 ten years old and has ten more years to go,
ifs relevance in the present geopolitical situation
in' the Indian Sub Continent in particular has come
up® for debate. The Russian front organisations
are hailing the treaty as a bastion of peace and a
bulwark against aggression on India. The US lobby
decries it as nothing short of politice-military alliance
which stands in the way of improved relations .
between India on the one side and -the US and

China on the other. :

A REVIEW of the history of Indo-US and Indo-
Soviet relations since India’s independence in
1947 will undoubtedly help to get a balanced view
of the efficacy or otherwise of the treaty in the
present day context. Stalinist Russia took some time
to strike a correct, not to speak of cordial relations,
with Nehru’s India and had a lurking suspicion,
for quite some time after India’s independence,
that Nehru with his admiration for Patliamentary
Democracy and love for liberal western traditions -
was essentially pro-west in spite of his socialist
bias in his economic philosophy. On the other hand
at the height of cold war in the wake of the
Second World War the US had no respect for
“neutrality’ in foreign policy as non-alignment was
hen known, conditioned as it was then by the
Dullesian theory that “if you are not with me,
you' are my enemy’’. Thus the US also views
India as an apologist for Soviet hegemonism in the
early years of its independence. Only during the
post Stalin period with the ascendancy of Niketa
Khrushchev the Soviet Union began to evolve
a bzlance and realistic appraisal of Indian motivations
for international peace and harmony and its zeal
for nonalignment in global affairs. Barring a brief
spell of ccrdiality during the Kennedy era, India’s
relations with the  US continued to be luke-warm
with Nixon-Kissinger combine bearing a blatantly
pro-Pakistani and anti-Indian mantle in their
inability to comprehend the power-equations in
the Indian sub-continenet at the height of the
Bangladesh crisis.

WITH THE STEADY IMPROVEMENT in
Indo-Soviet  relations after Mrs. Indira Gandhi's
assumption of office, the Soviet leaders made
bold to broach the idea of a friendship treaty with
hgr in 1968. But she was not at that time enthusia-
stic to go along with Mr. Brezhnev's proposal
which also embraced as Asian Security Pact
conceived as a counter to the “imperialist pressure’”
on neyvly independent nations. At that time, Mrs.
Gandhi had just began to drop from her inner
power mrcle pro-US elements who were responsible
for unwise decisions like rupee devaluation and
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~shift to greater free-market hmy and was
anxious to avoid -criticism that she was being
sucked into Russian orbit. Undeterred, Russians
continued to prod with her with the treaty idea
and it was only during the Bangladesh crisis that
she made bold to take the plunge dictated b{/
considerations of national security and integrit:.
The undisguised pro-Pakistan tilt of Nixon and
Kissinger during mass rebellion in the then FEast
Pakistan had left her with no other choice. She
was well aware that the convulsions in the Eastern
wing of Pakistan way fast heading towards an
Indo-Pakistan war and that she could not count
on .neutrality either on the part of US or China
in the event of Indian subcontinent conflagaration.
She had the compelleing reason to deter both
these powers from coming out more than verbally
on the side of Pakistan and the Indo-Soviet treaty

was the only weapon available to her. And she

opted for it without any further loss of time.

The controversial ‘“‘mutual assistance”” clause
was beefed up in the final draft (to give teeth to it)
as follows: “‘Each high contracting party undertakes
to abstain from providing any assistance to any
third party that engages in armed conflict with the
other party. In the event of either party being
subjected to an attack or threat thereof, the high-
contracting .parties shall immediately enter into
mutual consultations in order to remove such
threat znd to take appropriate effective measures to
ensure peace and security of their countries”. The
treaty was not a defence treaty per se as it does
~not provide for automatic armed ass‘stance (or
~intervention) by Russia to India, if attacked, and
any such assistance will be only after “mutual
consultations”” and with India’s explicit invitation.
But the clause did confer on India the right to
rely on the Soviets in the event of Chinese inter-
vention or US pressure and the treaty as a whole
resulted in ‘hands off" attitude on the part of
China and kept the US Seventh fleet at bay during
the Bangladesh liberation \

During the Janatha rule, the importance of the
treaty was sought to be diluted by Mr. Morarji
Desai and references to the Indo-Soviet friendships
were made then on as "in the spirit of the treaty”
and not in terms of a more solid expression of
the past namely !‘on the basis of the treaty’’. With
the recent thaw in the Sino-Indian relations, there
has been further efforts to underplay the importance
of the treaty. It is now being looked upon now
as a “landmark’” in Indo-Soviet friendship, thereby
implying that the treatyis not the fountain-head'’
of Indo-Soviet cordiality and is only part of the
continuing process of mutual cooperation and help.

" The tenth anniversary of the treaty has not been
marked by euphoric celebrations at governmental
level in Delhi which has left the job to the fr.iend-
ship societies in both the countries. Pragmatically,
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'show how serious this problem is.

~ :
Russia has not /shown undue annoyance over ‘the
low key celebration of the treaty in India. It is
conscious that® the Indo-Soviet friendship is *too
abiding to be measured by over-display of enthusiasm
on occasions like -the tenth anniversary of the
treaty which continues to have relevance to India
at crucial times in future inthe context of the molten
flux of the Indian Sub Continent politics.

WEST GERMANY

Chemical Fertilisers
Threaten Groundwater

By Dankwart Guratzsch.

GROUND WATER, West Germany's main source
of, drinking water is more heavily polluted than
pessimists had thought, according to a university
Geologist Peter Obermann, of Bochum
University, found ' that nitrates from chemical
fertilisers were the main pollutant. He also says
that the supply of self-purifying elements in
ground water is limited. “There will come a time
when the breakdown of nitrates will stop”, he
says. Obermann tested water from near the Liedern
and Mussum waterworks near Bocholt ‘and found
that ground water collects in different layers or
levels which do not mix. Each year has its layer
of water and scientific analysis of each . level
can determine the environmental influences in any
year. Obsermann found that the deepest water
layers were 22 years old. This water was the
purest. But from ten metres upwards the ‘‘clean’’
water layers end. The change from comparati-
vely clean to polluted water is sudden, not
gradual- The nitrate levels in more recent
ground water are considerably higher- Water
specimens taken near Mussum waterworks
in the
six to seven metres range where the water
is about two years old the nitrate levels
from one layer to the next rose from 19 to
192 miligrammes per litre:

' Obermann says that " this illustrates as graghically

as any history book the time when intensive use
of chemical fertilisers began. Hydromechanical
stratification of ground water is not Obermann’s
discovery. It is a phenomenon to which scientists
have so far paid little attention. Tests have focussed
only on pumped-up warer in which the water
levels were mixed. This meant that measurements
taken over the years showed only a gradual increase
in nitrate levels. Even these data were alarming
enough. On a*®* map of West Germany, a broad
sickle-shaped area ranging from western North
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Rhine-Westphalia through Hesse to Bavaria marks
danger zones where ground water :could soon be
so heavily polluted as to be un'drmkable, 1.e.
exceeding the present maxima _for nitrate content.
This grim picture is lugubriously '!Jpstaged by
Obermann’s findings because itis decades out
of date’” he himself says. The higher, more heavily-
“polluted water strata are now coming .
the <surface. The time when +igh-nitrate level
water 'starts coming- through the taps is not soO
far off. Withina very short time, nitrate pollution
levels have risen spectacularly. " Those who trust
in the self-purifying qualities of ground water
risk being disappointed. Obermann has found that
the supply of self-purifying elements in ground
water is limited. “There will come a time when
the breakdown of nitrates will stop™.

These dangers are intensified by, for example,
the use of heat pumps. Ground water is a favoured
heat source for heat pumps because its temperature
remains the same throughout the year. But the
ground water used to heat pumps comes back
several degrees cooler—and that reduces its self-
purifying qualities. What is true of nitrates will
apply with even greater force to pollution by
chlorides and sulphates, salts and detergents.
Even traditional measuring techiques have \found
that  ground water is constantly getting . harder.
“No wonder when lime is used even in woods,"’
says Obermann. The chloride content in ground
water has been rising steadily for the past 15
years in the greater Munich area, it has doubled
in the past 20 years. One of the main reasons

for the salinification of water is the use of road .

~ salt to combat. snow and ice. Two million tonnes
of road salt are used annually in West Germany
which puts it top of the European road salt league.
Road salt use has trebled in the past 15 vyears.
Prof. Wolfgang Bischofsberger has studied the
effect this has on ground water. He found that
on roads Where salt was regularly strewn chloride

levels had risen from two to 20 milligrammes per

I!'tre and even as high as 200 milligrammes per
l_|tre. The World Health  Organisation maximum
is 600 mg/1, so Bischofsberger does not yet
see any immediate danger, though he warns
against the possible long-term effects. Ground
water s_‘.upply is not infinite, The. days when it
flowed in plenty are clearly past. Once, ground
_wqter fed and purified rivers and lakes. Today
it is the other way round: the huge increase in
ground water consumption has meant that ground
:vv::z: Pipés are now often filled by foul surface

—German Tribune
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ANGOLA

Senator Lugar On U.S. Veto

\.

From ' 'The Macneill/Lehrer Report”, Septem-

s ber 2, 1981, co-produced by WNET-TV,

. New York and WETA-TV, Washington D. C.
copyright 1981 by Educational Broadcasting
Corporation and GWE TA.

Washington, September 2: Senator Richard Lugar
says the United States was correct in' vetoing a-
United Nations resclution that would have condem-
ned the government of South Africa for that
country’s incursion into Angola. Lugar, who is a
member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
said the Reagan administration has shown ““courage
and patience” by adopting an even-handed policy
which takes a look at all sides of the issue in
Southern Africa. The Senator spoke September 2
during an appearance on the Macneil-Lehrer Report,
a nationally-televised news program. Also interviewed
on the program was a- former US Ambassador to
the United Nations, Donald Mc Henry, who
expressed concern that the US decision to veto
the resolution could be interpreted as approval of
South Africa’s actions in-the region. °

Question : Senator, do you believe the adminstration
was correct in vetoing that US resolution on

Monday ?

Senator Lougar: Yes. The administration was correct—
a very difficult call but the right call. As the
administration pointed out.... we condemn
the aggression, no doubt about that. We
condemn apartheied. We are very uncomfor-
table with the entirety of the South Africa
problem, but at the same time we condemn
the presence of 20 to 30,000 Cubans, of
perhaps as many as a 1,000 Soviets, 400
Eastern Germans—or however many are there—
a pretty concentrated number of people who
have backed the regime in Angola that got
in without election and that have . given refuge
to the SWAPQ forces that are attempting to
take over in Namibia. y

Questivn: Do you think the South Africans were
thus justified in going into Angola last week ?

Answer: No, they were not justified. To say that
you understand what they were doing and
that you understand the provocations and that
you see the dangers of Soviet takeover in
Naml?la, with the strategic implications of
that, is not to'say that it is justified. It is just
simply to say that an even-handed policy takes
a look at both of the provocations as opposed
to condemning only one.
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Question: Do you think' this situation has gotten
to be an East-West situation—US against the
Soviet Union—now ?

Answer: Well, | think that it always was .in7 a
sense. In other words, Secretary Haig is pointing
out we are going to leave things on the tasle
for the Soviets to pick up easily. We are very
concerned about the Cuban presence as surro-

gates for the Soviet Union and have besen for a

very long ‘time and have condemned that.
We are concerned about the Soviets themselves
being there and about the East Germars.
This triple play of Cubans training the miltia,
East Germans training the Security forces and
Soviets running the whole thing has been
replayed several times. We are not eager to see
that repeated. On the other hand, we are
working with the contact group to try to get
an independent Namibia.

Question : That's five Western countries and | the
United States working toward a solution ?

Answer - Precisely. And a that's an important element*
It's an important objective of our diplomacy,
and this has been a setback for that, without
any doubt.

Question - What do you see as the potential danger
in the US actions—the Veto and other things—
of alienating the black African nations ?

-

Answer': Very clearly that is a danger. It is a very
large danger and yet at the time Black African
nations, it seems to me, are relying upon the
leadership of the United States to bring South
Africa to the table. Now, we could go into
rhetoric and simply, on the basis of princigle
or policy,
to do, but they haven't

tried to get engaged in this situation” again

>

S

:

indicate what South "Africa ought ¥ -
moved. Now, we'vé—

because without South Africa’s willingness
to negotiate, there’s unlikely to be much
independence in Namibia for the foreseeable
furture.

Question: Do you think then that “‘persuasion rather
than coercion,” which has become the common
term of the Reagan administration in terms of
how to deal with South Africa, is correct ?

Answer: Well | don‘t see whatsort of coercion we
would have in this respect. We can talk about
sanctions and trade problems and that have
you, but, as a matter of fact, Black Africa’s
trade with South Africa increased by a multiple

of at least two last year to a billion (thusand

million) dollars. -If we reaily got into sort of
situation, we would totally disrupts of -the ties
between Black Africa and South Africa. Now,
this, | think, is looking at it real'stically and
| think the Reagan administration is doing
that, but to maintain even hands in this particular
situation takes a lot of courage and patience.
I think it's important that we do so.—US/CA.
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Price:
Available from:

1|
University Lane,

Jaffna.
or from

Tel ;. 33172

. It is to the credit of the people of Ceylon

that during two thousand years and more they obeyed

® this decree and continued to pay their homage to one >
who was a brave man and a just and humane ruler”’.

--G. P. Malalasekera in The Pali’ Literature of Ceylon
Colombo, 1928 p. 25.

THE TOMB OF ELARA

Anuradhapura ,
with App_endices and Notes
by
James T. Rutnam

Local - Rs.25 acopy (including postage)
Foreign - US$ 5.00 a copy (including air freight)

Jaffna Archaeological Society,
Evelyn Rutnam Institute Building,

Tribune Publications,
43, Dawson Street, Colombo 2
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Ceﬂon Toui'jst Board
St LV ACANCIES

POST OF CHIEF INTERNAL AUDITOR

Applications are invited from Citizens of Sri Lanka for the above post.

Not more than 45 years (not applicable to Public Sector applicants).

Age
Qualifications The Final Examination of the Institute of Chartered Accountants
with at least 2 years post-qualification experience ;
or
The Final Examination of any other. recognised professional Accoun- '
tancy Body with at least 7 years executive experience of which
at least 5 years should be in Auditing.
or
The Intermediate Examination of the Institute of Chartered Accountants
with at least 8 years executive experience in a recognised institution
after the completion of Articles of, Clerkship.
Salary Scale Rs. 1,600/- p.m. — 6x50/- 6x75/- 2,350/-

In addition to this, all approved allowances and an additiona
20% of the agreed basic salary are payable. The successful candidate

could be considered for placement at a point on the scale depending

on experience and qualifications.

Applications giving full particulérs and made out in the applicant’'s own handwriting

should be sent under Registered Cover marked ‘‘Chief Internal Auditor”
i : : uditor’”” to reach
 Chairman, Ceylon Tourist Board, on o before 24 September 1981. Sl

‘CHAIRMAN.

228 Havelock Road,
Colombo 5. .

|
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Central Engineering Consultancy
Bureau

' VACANCIES

Applications are invited from the citizens of Sri Lanka for the undermentioned Post.

The selected candidate will be trained in Micro-Seismic instruments operation and
maintenance by Indian Consultants for work at Kotmale.

Applications giving full particulars in regard to qualifications, experience, etc. should
be sent under registered cover to reach the General Manager to the undermentioned address
to reach him on or before 28.09.81. Copies of certificates (not originals) pertaining to
professional qualifications and experience etc. should accompany the applications.

ENGINEERING ASSISTANTS (ELECTRICAL) GRADE IIi

Qualiﬁcation _ | National Diploma in Technology (Electrical) with completion of
one year In-Plant Training. -

Salary . Rs. 650—10x30—950/- p.m.
NOTE : Promotional prospects in this service are very attractive.

In addition to the-salary referred to allowances presently approved by‘ Government
will also be paid.

In the case of those already employed in: Government Departments, Corporations or
Stautory Boards, applications should be forwarded through the respective- Heads of Depart-
ments who should indicate whether the applicant could be released in the event of selection

GENERAL MANAGER.

CENTRAL ENGINEERING CONSULTANCY BUREAU,
P. O. Box 1771,

500, T-B-Jaya Mawatha,

Colombo 70-

9th September 1981
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Mixed Grill

IS IT NOT A FACT that the Fprwart_i'of_ Septelmber
1. 1981 had an interesting item in its (;o ‘Lll'rl?nt
l,;?sr Page (by Gamini) _entltled _EXODL_JS. 4 a
~it read as follows: "The exit ofgxperlencec_i;ourna(;sts
from Lake House has swelled into a major exodus,
especially after Upali Wijewardene began recruiting
editorial staff for the newspapers he Is a_bc_.ut
to start. The Daily News which lost ﬁ.ve senior
members of its editorial staff recently, -is shortly
to lose many more. Three will go to _tht? (_a‘u{f
News others to Upali,and one or two will ‘retire”.
The exodus has begun to spread to the Silumina

(whose long-time editor Edmund Rariasinghe
has quit), the Sunday Observer (whose main
editorial backroom boy leaves soon), -and may

spread even further. Lake House. one of the departing
journalists, quipped. ‘will soon be left with its
machines and its buses, and Bodinagoda will be
happy’. Lake House “still does not use more than
marginally the Rs. 40 million Webb Offset rotary
that Mr. Bodinagoda bought for it recently. And
not all the considerable professional skills of the
‘new Daily News editor, Manik de Silva, have been
able to lift it out of the Bodinagoda rut. A newsman
leaving to join Upali told this column: ‘lt's not
only that he pays so much better than Lake House, it's
just that one can’t put up for ever with the contem-
tuous attitude towards the basics of journalism
that prevails under the Bodinagoda regime’. In
the other government-owned newspaper group,
another experienced journalist Felician Fernando,
has been easedvout as- editor of the Daily Mirror”’?
That the Upali newspaper empire has been a talking
point for nearly four years? That it now appears to
be taking concrete shape ? That already a very
popular weekly comic strip in Sinhala has been
rolling off the Upali press for some months now ?
That the story presently going round is that
Upali will start with Sinhala and English Sunday or
weekend papers and then venture into the publication
of dgily Papers ? That there is no doubt that the
Up_all papers, when they take shape, will offer a*
serious challenge to the Lake House and Sup
group of Papers ? That apart from anything else,
the Upali group has ventured to offer remuneration
close to current international standards?

IS IT NOT TRUE that there is a great deal of
agitated discussion among academic and bureaucratic
circles (including technocrats) about the ‘‘action”
bea.ng taken against Dr, Mervyn D. de Silva, Advisor

_Scnentrs.t in the Ministry of Plan Implementation
for having written an articles critical of the Winged
Bean (Dambala) Programme in May this year?
That 'he was sent on compulsory leave because
24 :
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i i ' icati without

5 had_ Sen‘; b tahrgCIeap]::':)plrail;i)élca:t?t?\or(ity) to
i rom : :

fﬁ;mgzﬁnand the Tribune ? That the artlcleenitr;
question had really arisen because of some cgmmb :
in the Tribune on the hullabglop being ma eta ou
the Winged Bean? That it is Iearn:c tha t\;vo
charges have been brought ag_a:nst him, ones or
haﬁring published this artlcle_ without the necessary
permission and the other for allegedly bringing
the Government into dis_repute ?_ That 1t is glso
learnt that an inquiry is how going on against
him ? That among other matters, it is learnt that
an attempt is also being made to show that some
ob the reports he had prepared for -‘:che:-.Mi'rjlstry
about the agricultural - sector were critical” of
the Government? That in the meantime, a group
of scientists recently met at the Marga Insnu'.re. to
discuss the rights of a scientist to express opl.mo'n
and decided to take action about _Dr. de Silva's
matter through the Ceylon Assoclatiop.for. the
Advancement of Science? That the Clwl_ Rights
Movement is also reliably learnt to have discussed
this qUesrion with concern ? That it must“bt? men -
tioned that if scientists are ‘‘penalised” in this
way for adverting to truthful facts in reports which
may appear ‘‘critical” of government, th-gn there
wiil be another exodus of honest scientists and
technocrats from this country ?

IS IT NOT SIGNIFICANT that the Government
should have at last woken up to the fact that

- smuggling (not merely narcotics and gems) have

assumed such enormous proportions that, according
to a newsflash on the SLBC last week-end, a
concerted campaign has been launched by all
Security Services and the Customs and Income
Tax authorities to end this menace? That this
smuggling which is one of the illegitimate by-
products of an open economy can ‘‘throttle”” the
Sri Lankan economy by the sheer weight of its
operations and the corruption it spawns - at all
levels? That itis unfortunate that an over-emphasis
is being placed on the drug menace—threatening
new draconian laws—whilst all other forms of
smuggling—gems, goods, textiles, currency etc.
etc—are being played down ? That for the first
time, the SLBC newscast, based on information
furnished by a high Police source, referred to obtaining
the co-operation of the Customs and Tax authorities ?
That if this co-operation will be anything more
than a “paper plan’ or an “airwave” propaganda
gimmick, then one can hope for real action ?
That the newscast referred to a class of (smugglers)
new rich, with enormous stacks of cash—but
without ever having filed tax returns ? That these
gentlemen (and ladies) now throw their weight
about so much in the noveau riche milieu of Sri
Lanka that ordinary men and women .(who have
the vote) have begun to resent the conspicuous

opulence displayed by these hundred-rupee flourishing
gentry?
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Reqq Sovigt pgriodicals regularly to keep ab?east with economic,
political, scientific, and cultural development of the Soviet Union,
the Country that is first in the world in many fields and is leading

the way for entire humanity.

Phone ;

SOVIET UNION - Monthly

SOVIET WOMAN - Monthly

SOVIET FILM - Monthly

SOVIET LITERATURE - Monthly
CULTURE AND LIFE - Monthly
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS - Monthly
SPUTNIK - Monthly

SPORT IN THE USSR - Monthly
SOCIALISM THEORY AND PRACTICE - Monthly
SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW - Monthly
ASIA AND AFRICA TODAY - Bi-Monthly
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20th CENTURY AND PEACE - Monthly
SOCIAL SCIENCES -Quraterly
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Guided by nature’s strange powers, he
~weaves and weaves a nest
so perfect in craftsmanship.

The Baya weaver or as we know the Wadu Kurulla:
builds his home with sheer determination,
limitless patience and unswerving courage.

It is his ‘home sweet home’'—a place of his own.
' Today-in Sri Lanka it is building time.
And everyone of us could now
yearn realistically to achieve
that ideal —a home of our own—
We at the Building Materials Corporation
are with you all the way, serving you to make
your dream home — a reality.
Contact our House-builders Consuitancy Service
-at the Engineering Division for further details.

Building Materials Corporation

Branches throughout Sri Lanka
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