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Russian and Turkish Foreign
Ministers Sergey Lavrov and Mevlut
Cavusogl

14 Q&L 6 gjetmy, ulledig flib Aflwm
el6b ‘HUISSID HML_L_60’ LDHMILD ‘SHrev-
Setreunriige’ a&ﬂwmmg&&n& CrL

CLrenev eL0TASSHIT: LWLIBISHTELNSESIS)
s1i$lyms Brafasems ungismiug uH)
mmmmg,smgpsﬁunﬂmnmﬂu@é\s%m.
Sperred QUi LWISTaINS aumeVLs
LS\stTeuTeLE6TT 6T6LEMEVEET S6TuTlg. 6T
B Faured Q&g OsmeitTy s
Hetmedt. &I(mSSH-Tapw (erpwhsl
wnw@ummmmnma{@uwm
S aeSlenid QlamessTL LoHMILD gRsEw
sieuCse oenflasner om 2 BHs6
steirmy efleuflggmi.( On December 6,
Yildirim criticized NATO for hesitation
and foot&dragging in Syria: Nice
words are exchanged about defending
civilization against terrorism. But the
big terrorist networks challenging us
today operate across borders. He
described the Turkish&Russianinitiative
as a push for a forceful and united
international frontto eradicate terrorism.)

“_gipl) 9jsniLiag 9fig ILIsnL_
udsd Grwisdu®Bib m maﬁgr’r
GlLiHLDLITSONSTT 6TLOZ a;@g;@mm

LIGE) DD gl (hasgio; L yioLs
;ﬂrrmrra;gsgu_m [BILD PHBIMPIT
U}lgqu ’ 61011 6THGL_ 13551 Fnpflsvmi.

6TTGL_&6bT | TSMRISID Sal_, L_TDLI
ﬂmmgmn@‘ﬁmimwm’
Bemeotiur_en. a@&@G0 wHMID
s5ImaHeE Ha yrddwed ssndlr
QawhLIm_sTL_ LMD sTevT BLDLEUSIES
Qs fAsng.( Erdogan's government
also seems to hope the Trump
administration will take a soft line on
Russia and offer Turkey more political
leeway.) 14 QFibLIil 15 Si6hM)I S|TEFMEIS
gniny preflgpnes m&gGaN &&FEHEF-
AL gimsd Qeuaflynmey Seww&si
sreyGer@e), ‘‘Lybu suel
SgliuemLuled QeweduBOb @
wesflgir. Qu@uns\)nmsnng]wm
UGS sieelled SSBEGWL” 6T
sam&Clsnetn(®), Lyibls Hlieunsg gL ot
Brb @5810068 (Pl 66D
safenni. (Speaking to the
pro&government Daily Sabah paper
on December 5, Turkish Foreign
Minister Uavuolu said, The Trump
administrationis one we could cooperate
with, claiming that Trump is a pragmatic
person. Many of our views overlap.)
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with Iran. What is emerging is not a
stabilization of US imperialist policy,
but the eruption of even more explosive
crises.)

(CNN)President&elect Donald
Trump's top defense priorities came to
light on Tuesday when Foreign Policy
published a memo from Acting Under
Secretary of Defense for Policy Brian
McK eonand informed by hisconversations
with the Trump transitionteam. According
to McKeon, Trump's four priorities will
be: "develop a strategy to defeat/destroy
ISIS", "build a strong defense", "develop
a comprehensive USG cyber strategy"

THE UNITED STATES
DOES NOT TORTURE

. AND THE ﬂm STATES CONGRESS
DOES NOT LOOK THE OTHER WAY.”

Lmbts Caitey Bleneveniosensn SyenL_
WD WwHmIb SiHsd WwHHID
wsHw HipéEL_evmen 96lwflés 2 ney
&erflev 2_siten Clauig &(&b UISLL_BisemeT
SeTili@Ib 16D SSFETHLIBL
2 Sliiesuenined &L LiLB\&lsment.
L_mbL1 Q& (pasedlsd stetmm Selys
Qanetenasmw SMellss)eremmi LHMID
SIE| FTMaS(S, TSNS SGSSEDEOLLD,
2185 Cuney FryTEnIL_6uTTeNT SIS
2 L 6iTUIgG6m8 TSHMmSWD Fibléeneh
sn_H g 6110k euBeug) Si6CIoflés
gardusdHwu Cardensuller 6@
S MOENL_F60 {606V, LOIMTE B6sTEn|Lb
Quilw Qeugliyfss CEmesiqullssr
Qeusfluum_n@w. (Such hopes that
Trump's election will stabilize the
situation and dampen explosive tensions
in US relations with Turkey and the
Middle East are built on quicksand.
Trump has announced an aggressive
America first policy and is signalling
an offensive against China, as well as
the cancellation of the nuclear treaty

and "find greater efficiencies."

Whileall these are important priorities,
none of them should be his top ones.
ISISisindeed an adversary of the United
States, but while itis an evil organization
that has terrorized thousands, it is
ultimately no more than a nuisance for
the United States. As a point of
comparison, ISIS and ISIS&inspired
attacks have killed fewer Americans
than gun violence by a factor of more
than 1,000 to 1.

The only entity on Earth that has
the capability to destroy the United
States is Russia, and it is notable, if
unsurprising, that Russia is not on
Trump's list. Russia has over 1,700
deployed nuclear warheads and can
strike the East Coast of the United States
within 20 minutes. Nobody else, other
than the United States, even comes
close to Russia's destructive capacity.

It is perhaps more surprising that
China, Iran and North Korea don't make
the cut either. Except that by leaving
off these state adversaries, Trump is
setting the stage to follow through on
his most disruptive, dangerous and
destructive campaign promise: to

withdraw the United States from the
world.

Downplaying the threat from major
state adversaries is step one in this
withdrawal. It is also perfectly in line
with Trump's general disdain for the
US&led alliance system & NATO and
our mutual defense treaties with our
East Asian, Oceanic and Hemispheric
allies & and the post& W WIl international
order rooted in free trade, international
organizations and respect for territorial
sovereignty. In short, this memo
highlights Trump's willingness to follow
through on his campaign statements
that question the utility of alliances for
the United States, view US military
power as the core of a classic Mafia
"collection racket" and promise to put
"America first."
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