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A costly but courageous move

IT is said that history repeats itself. Some commentators have com-
pared the present situation faced by President Chandrika Kumaratunga
to what her late father S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, as the then Prime Minister,
faced when he tried to stick by the agreement (Banda-Chelva Pact) he
had signed with the then leader of the Federal Party, Mr S J V
Chelvanayakam way back in 1957.

The then powerful leaders of the Buddhist clergy who had propelled
Mr Bandaranaike and his party into power in the 1956 general election
orchestrated a fast-unto-death in front of PM’s private residence at
Rosmead Place in Colombo vowing to continue until the Pact was abro-
gated. Mr Bandaranaike buckled under pressure and tore up the Pact.

Until the midnight of 15 June, the question on everybody’s lips was
whether the daughter too will surrender and abandon the proposed join
mechanism with the Tigers in the face of the threat from the JVP to quit the
Government and confronted by the rising tide of opposition from sections
of the Buddhist clergy accompanied by fast-unto-death campaigns.

It looks as if the ‘lady is not for turning’ as British Prime Minister Mrs.
Margaret Thatcher once said. The President seems to be made of sterner
stuff than her late father and is determined go ahead and sign the pro-
posed joint mechanism. The President and her Government have com-
menced a campaign and propaganda blitz to mobilise public support in
favour of signing the joint mechanism. Over a thousand Buddhist monks
are said to be ready to join this campaign.

The decision of the President and her cabinet to place the proposal
before parliament for its approval is seen as a desirable and bold move.
It will demonstrate to the people and the world at large that the President
has not acted unilaterally or arbitrarily in an exercise of executive powers.
Except for the parliamentarians belonging to the JVP and the JHU, total-
ling 46, it is quite probable that all the other parliamentarians will vote in
support of the proposal to set up the joint mechanism. The United Na-
tional Party (UNP), the largest party in the opposition, is certain to support
the proposal, though some predict that the UNP may abstain from partici-
pating in the voting process. There can be no doubt that the 22 parliamen-
tarians belonging to the Tamil National Alliance (TNA) will vote in support.
Such support taken together with the votes from the parties of the ruling
coalition should provide a substantial majority in pariiament in favour of
the President’'s proposal.

It is now more than six months since the island was struck by the
tsunami. Since then discussions have been going on between the Gov-
ernment and the LTTE facilitated by the Norwegians in regard to setting
up of the joint mechanism for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of
affected areas of the Northeast. It now appears that the parties have more
or less agreed on a draft Memorandum of Understanding.

For some months now, it has been clear that President Kumaratunga
was determined to go ahead with the joint mechanism with the Tigers.

President Kumaratunga and Tamil Tigers are not the best of friends at
any time. However, there are valid reasons why she is relentlessly seek-
ing to enter into a deal with them.

From the outset, the LTTE has persistently refused to cooperate with
the Government, and prevented the TNA parliamentarians from cooperat-
ing with the Government in relation to tsunami reconstruction and reha-
bilitation activities in LTTE controlled areas of the Northeast uniess the
LTTE was given a significant strategic and administrative role by way of a
joint mechanism. Until the LTTE is given a recognised role, the situation
will continue to the detriment of the ordinary peopie of the Northeast af-
fected by the tsunami.

Secondly, the international community recognises the ground reality
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of the LTTE having effective military control of certain areas of
the Northeast. It also recognises that unless the Government
and the LTTE agree to work together, these areas will continue
to be neglected. Hence many of the donor countries and inter-
national lending institutions strongly urge and support a joint
mechanism to be set up though they have not made ita precon-
dition for providing aid. An island with serious economic and
financial problems cannot dismiss such sentiments and expect
further help.

Thirdly, though the Ceasefire Agreement (CFA) is holding,
peace talks have remained stalled since the LTTE unilaterally
walked out in April 2003. At present there are no signs that
peace talks will restart in the near future. The mechanism will
offer an opportunity to bring in the LTTE to work together with
the Government within certain defined parameters. The Nor-
wegian facilitators and the Donor countries see the proposed
joint mechanism as providing a confidence building opportunity
for the Government and the LTTE to.work together which may
eventually lead to the peace process being resumed.

Fourthly, the CFA is at present under severe strain with
many violations including politically motivated assassinations
being carried out frequently with the SLMM incapable of pre-
venting many of these violations. The danger is that the LTTE
will opt out of the ceasefire and war may breakout if the present
situation is allowed to drift. The hope is that the Government
and the LTTE working together will help to prevent such a
dangerous development.

The President made her determination on the issue clear
before the assembled audience of Sri Lanka Development Fo-
rum held last month when she used the occasion to launch an
undisguised attack against her allies-in-government, the Jathika
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) who were going round the country
denouncing the proposed joint mechanism as a sell-out to the
Tigers. Her readiness to proceed with the joint mechanism
was rewarded by Sri Lanka’s donor countries and institutions
with a pledge of over $2 billion aid package.

There is no doubt that the President’s decision provoked
considerable opposition. It was not a surprise that opposition
to her decision to enter into the tsunami deal with the Tigers
came from the Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), Sri Lanka'a first
ever political party of Buddhist monks that secured 9 seats in
parliament in the last general election and from other Sinhala
chauvinist groups backed by sections of the Buddhist clergy.
However, what was most politically significant was the stri-
dent opposition to the proposal from the JVP, a key partner in
Kumaratunga’s coalition government.

This month has witnessed campaigns and demonstrations
from the saffron robed fraternity of Buddhist monks belonging
to the JHU and the JVP front organisations, the Patriotic Na-
tional Movement (PNM) and the Jathika Bhikku Peramuna (JBP)
becoming a visible phenomenon.

Events began to move fast and on 6 June, one of the JHU
monk parliamentarians, Ven. Omalpe Sobitha Thera, launched
a death fast. The JHU vowed that the fast would continue until
the President gave up her move to set up a joint mechanism
with the Tigers.

On 9 June the Mahanayakes of the four leading Buddhist
Chapters in the country gave a 24- hour ultimatum to the Presi-
dent to drop her plan for a joint aid mechanism.

The President set up a face-to-face meeting with the
Mahanayakes, who had arrived by a special helicopter from
Kandy to the President’s House, and “explained in detail” the

proposed Tsunami Relief Council for the north and east and its
status to the prelates and assured them that the proposed joint
mechanism did not threaten the nation’s security or territorial
integrity. “She told them no date has been fixed yet for the
establishment of the Council, and implored them not to be mis-
lead by media speculation and misinformation created for nar-
row political gains.” ‘

Ven. Omalpe Sobitha Thera gave up his fast on Saturday
{11) and the Mahanayakes have yet make any public statement
of opposition to the proposed tsunami deal.

On 10 June the JVP gave notice that it would quit from the
Government unless the President abandoned the proposed
joint mechanism by midnight on15 June. Launching a scathing
attack on President Kumaratunga and her family, Amarasinghe
warned that if Kumaratunga went ahead and signed the pro-
posed joint-mechanism with the LTTE, she would be the “last

-of the Bandaranaikes”. He warned that the proposed joint

mechanism, if signed, would be a political tsunami for the
Kumaratunga government.

Going beyond the disputed issue of the joint mechanism,
Amarawansa said, “Sri Lankans will never allow sharing of
power with the Liberation Tigers through the Joint Mechanism.
We will support only a unitary constitution. We will always
fight against a federal constitution as the Tigers will use a
federal setup as a stepping-stone for a separate state. Joint
mechanism is part of the Tigers’ ISGA proposal.”

The deadline set by the JVP passed with President
Kumaratunga showing no signs of wilting under pressure. The
JVP was left with no choice but to quit, and quit they did.

Many, including the international community which has been
pressuring the President to enter into this joint mechanism with
Tigers will regard her action as nothing but courageous. But at
what cost?

As for Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunga, being an elected Presi-
dent she will be able to continue until her second term expires
at the end of 2006. But her ruling coalition has lost its majority
in parliament and she has put the survival of her Government in
power in serious jeopardy. The UNP and the TNA may support
her move in parliament on the issue of the joint mechanism. But
thereafter, their support for the continuation in power of her
present Government is not guaranteed. )

Though the hope of the President and the international com-
munity is that a deal struck on the tsunami issue will in due
course lead to the resurrection of peace talks between the
Government and the LTTE, there is no guarantee that the LTTE
will oblige. Though the UNP may not want at present to topple
the Government and precipitate a premature dissolution of par-
liament followed by a generai election, its leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe may bide his time and pull the rug under the
President’s feet at the time of his choosing. As for the present
the government, it might carry on but no important legislation
can be enacted unless the support of either the UNP or the JVP
is forthcoming on a continuing basis.

Sri Lanka has again entered a phase of political instability
and crisis which the President’s critics say is self-inflicted.
Chandrika’s action on the issue of the joint mechanism may be
regarded as laudable, courageous and statesmanlike, but she
has paid a heavy political price. By provoking the JVP to quit on
this issue, she no doubt has rendered the fall from power of
her otherwise stable and secure Government with an adequate
majority in parliament a distinct possibility. How the President is
going to emerge out of this crisis remains to be seen. a
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JVP Quits
Over Joint Mechanism

June 16 - The much anticipated
break up of Sri Lanka’s ruling coali-
tion materialised as its junior partner,
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP), kept its threat to quit the Gov-
ernment exactly at midnight on 15-16
June as President Chandrika
Kumaratunga refused to buckle un-
der JVP’s threat and abandon her
proposed tsunami joint mechanism
with the Tamil Tigers.

The JVP relinquished its eight
ministries and junior ministries in the
government sending formal letters of
resignation to the President on Thurs-
day (16).

“We will leave the government
and function as an independent po-
litical party in the opposition,” Cul-
tural Affairs Minister Vijitha Herath
told the press.

With the JVP pulling out of the
coalition with its 39 parliamentarians,
the ruling coalition has lost its major-
ity in parliament and its very survival
in government has been called into
question. Before the JVP quit, it had
120 seats in the 225 member parlia-
ment. Kumaratunga will now have to
rely on other opposition parties to
enact any legislation.

Reportedly, Kumaratunga, in a let-
ter sent to the JVP hours ahead of
the midnight deadline indicating that
she was determined to go ahead with
the proposed joint mechanism, said
there was “no basis” for the party to
quit the government and reiterated
that she would fully brief the nation
about the deal before signing it..She
had wamed the JVP that its leaders
would have to bear “the responsibil-
ity for any adverse repercussions this
decision may have on the country.”

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapa-
kse and other ministers in a last ditch
attempt to prevent a break up of the
UPFA urged the JVP to reconsider its
decision on quitting the government
and put-off the deadline till June 30 -
but JVP leaders have rejected the
appeal.

In late night talks at Temple Trees,
Premier Rajapakse told JVP General
Secrertary Tilvin Silva and frontliner
Nandana Gunatilake that the party’s
decision to leave the government
even before the agreement with the
LTTE was signed did not make sense.
President Kumaratunga also had got
a mandate from the people just as a
mandate had been given to the UPFA
government and the two should not
be mixed up, the JVP leaders were
told.

joint mechanism proposal.

President’s address to the na-
tion

“The LTTE should enter the
democratic mainstream if we were to
progress as a Nation. This proposed
administrative arrangement is the first
step towards this end. An organiza-
tion such as the LTTE, which at one
point in time did not recognize the
Government or even other communi-
ties such as the Muslims, has for the
first time agreed to work with these
parties,” President Kumaratunga said
in a televised address to the nation
on Thursday (16), dismissing “all
myths” associated with the proposed
Tsunami Relief Council.

Chandika Kumaratunga clarified,

JM before parliament

Despite losing its majority in parliament, President Kumaratunga is de-
termined go ahead with the controversial tsunami joint mechanism and
agree the deal with the Tamil Tigers. In what is seen as a bold move she
has decided to present the proposal before parliament for its approval.
She is certain that she will receive the support of the main opposition
United National Party (UNP) parliamentarians following a pledge from
its leader and Leader of the Opposition Mr Ranil Wickremasinghe who
promised his party’s support when he met the President and had dis-
cussions with her a few days earlier. Except for the JVP contingent of
parliamentarians, it is believed that the proposal will receive the sup-
port of all other parties including the 22 MPs belonging to the Tamil
National Alliance (TNA), which is a proxy of the LTTE.

The JVP leadership had issued an
ultimatum to the government saying
the party would walk out of the gov-
ernment if President Chandrika
Kumaratunga did not withdraw the
proposed joint mechanism deal with
the LTTE by midnight on 15 June.
Among others who took part in the
make or break talks were ministers
Ferial Ashraff , Dinesh Gunawadene,
Jeyaraj Fernandopulle and Anura
Bandaranaike.

Mr.Susil Premajayanth, General
Secretary of the United Peoples Free-
dom Alliance (UPFA) and Mr.Mait-
hiripala Sirisena, General Secretary of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
on Wednesday (15) reportedly sent
urgent written messages to Mr.Tilvin
Silva, General Secretary of the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) to recon-
sider the decision to leave the UPFA
government over the controversial

“This arrangement is aimed at recon-
structing infrastructure within a two
kilometre coastal belt ravaged by the
tidal waves. This is a form of decen-
tralized administration very similar to
the JVP’s proposed policy of decen-
tralization to solve the ethnic unrest
in the North and East. The Tsunami
Relief Council does not have any leg-
islative power. All funds will be ex-
pended by the Government’s Treas-
ury and its officials.”

“It is unfortunate that some sec-
tions of the media continue to project
this proposed joint administrative ar-
rangement as a ‘monster’. On the
contrary this is one of the best open-
ings in the path to reach a negotiated
settlement to a 21-year conflict. Even
without knowing the contents of this
administrative arrangement some ex-
tremist elements oppose this. We
should consider the views of the




6 TAMIL TIMES

JUNE 2005

majority, not that of the few extremist
elements... that is democracy” the
President said.

President assured the nation in
her televised broadcast that the with-
drawal of the JVP from the ruling alli-
ance would not destabilize or weaken
the Government though its numbers
in Parliament have been reduced.

The President welcomed the of-
fer by the main opposition UNP to
support the proposed joint mecha-
nism and its assurance that it would
not act to topple the Government.
However, rejecting the UNP demand
that the presidential election should
be held in November this year, she
reiterated that the next Presidential
election would be held not this year
but in November 2006 at the end of
her second term and expressed con-
fidence that her party would win it.

She said the JVP action was not
in conformity with the United Peo-
ples Freedom Alliance (UPFA) Memo-
randum of Understanding, because
it had agreed to find a solution to the
National question through decentrali-
zation of power.

“Our country should follow a path

to achieve rapid economic develop-
ment. The ethnic conflict and the
December 26th tsunami have delayed
achieving our goals. Several of our
friendly overseas nations and peo-
ples came forward to assist us. They
have shown faith in our management
structures and our stability and are
confident the funds pledged will be
properly utilized. Therefore, this ad-
ministrative arrangement is a signifi-
cant milestone in our path towards
peace and prosperity”, said President
Kumaratunga.

Referring to the JVP’s constant
lament, ‘How could a sovereign Gov-
ernment act in collaboration with a
terrorist organization?’ the President
questioned whether the JVP’s peo-
ple friendliness was limited only to
the Sinhalese? “Should we allow
Tamils and Muslims to starve?” she
asked. “The people affected by the
tsunami in the North and East are our
citizens too.and they should be res-
cued” she added.

President Kumaratunga said all
communities are represented in the
Government and that though the
LTTE does not represent the whole

Tamil population, it
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as well, they will
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soon realize that”

she said “Differences cannot be
solved only by violent means. There
are several instances in history where
countries have resolved differences
through negotiations when all else
had failed. As a Buddhist, I do not
endorse violence in any form. How-
ever in 1995 we were forced into mili-
tary action when the LTTE unilater-
ally withdrew from the peace nego-
tiations and started a war”, said the
President.

“I was very disturbed when some
fringe elements among the Buddhists
behaved in a very unpleasant man-
ner recently. We should not allow
racism or religious extremism to ruin
our country.” she said. “Some monks
tried to commit suicide by fasting
unto death. This is not an issue to
commit suicide,” she said adding that
some JHU and JVP demonstrators
tried to enter President’s House by
forcibly removing barricades. They
were using abusive language against
me and even the Mahanayake
Theras. This is not the Buddhism that
I learnt. According to the Buddhism
that I learnt, problems cannot be
solved by murdering people,” she
said.

Making a reference to the contro-
versy surrounding the erection of a
Buddha statue in the market place in
eastern town of Trincomalee, the
President said the erection of a Bud-
dha statue in the middle of Trinco-
malee town near fish stalls and beef
stalls was an insult to the great Tea-
cher and also an attempt to provoke
the Tamil and Muslim people. “This
is also happening in Muslim majority
areas in the East. They are fanning
religious violence in the country,”
she said.

The President said she firmly be-
lieved the proposed Tsunami Relief
Council with the LTTE was essential
for proper rehabilitation and for the
long-term peace process and she was
determined to go ahead with it. She
said that whatever the obstructions,
her Government would lead the coun-
try to a truly multi-ethnic and multi-
religious nation based on respect for
human rights, democratic freedoms,
peace and justice. Q
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Monks launch death fast

June 6 - Sri Lanka’s all Buddhist monks political party
launched a death fast Monday (6) in protest against President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s plan to enter a joint mechanism with
the Tamil Tigers to co-ordinate tsunami relief operations.

The LTTE has been insisting on the Government to set up
such a mechanism since tsunami struck the island in return for
its cooperation for undertaking reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion in the Northeast of the country.

A Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) press release said that Ven-
erable Omalpe Sobhitha, one of its nine parliamentarians, would
fast to death. According to a spokesman for the JHU their
monks would continue their death fast near the historic Temple
of the Tooth, Dalada Maligawa, in the central town of Kandy
until the President gave up her move to set up a joint mecha-
nism with the Tigers.

The JHU appears to have taken this rather extreme step to

" increase the pressure on Kumaratunga after her return from her
visit to New Delhi where she had discussions with the Indian
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and reportedly securing
India’s consent to the proposed mechanism. The international
community, including many donor countries have urged the
Government to enter into a joint mechanism with the Tigers.
Some donor countries have set the formation of such a mecha-
nism as a precondition for tsunami-related aid.

Ven Dr. Sobhitha, lying down opposite the Sthupa, inside
the Dalada Maligawa, beginning his fast yesterday said there
were several communities and ethnic groups in the country, but
the Buddhists were the majority and there was the threat of
dividing the country by a group of bloodthirsty LTTE terror-
ists who had killed thousands of innocents in cold blood as well
as members of the security forces.

Claiming that the proposed JM was in effect an attempt to
hand over a part of the country to the ‘Tiger terrorists’, he said,
“We cannot allow this to happen. Sri Lanka is a country that
was granted to the Buddha several times and I would rather
sacrifice my life for this holy island than to witness a part of it
being given to the LTTE terrorists.” Recalling allegations of
past actions by the LTTE, the monk said, “The LTTE is re-
sponsible for the cold blooded murders of a group of Buddhist
monks at Arantalawa. They attacked and destroyed the Dalada
Maligawa the holiest shrine of the Buddhist world. They at-
tacked the Sri Maha Bodhi shrine at Anuradhapura.”

Some view the fast by the JHU monk as a move to bring
pressure on other leading Buddhist Mahanayakes to intervene
$0 as to prevent the President going ahead with signing the M
with the LTTE.

President makes a plea for peace

June 8 — Even as the opposition to her joint mechanism
proposal was mounting all around her, President Chandrika
Kumaratunga made a strong plea for peace in her Ranaviru Day
Address to the Nation at Mailapitiya, Kandy. .

“If the war continues, it will bring more bloodshed, misery
and death. We must not sacrifice any more of our childrenina
war which has continued for the last 20 years, without any
tangible results. It has taken the country backwards. A bomb
cost as much as Rs.1300. The nation had paid a very heavy

price in ioss of life, progress and prosperity, she said.

Speaking before the ‘Kith and Kin of the fallen heroes and
disabled soldiers’, she appealed to the nation to rally round the
Government and to strengthen her efforts to end the North-
East conflict. “The country could not afford to continue the
war, but should seek peace through negotiations. We should
dedicate our lives to develop our country by ensuring that the
rights of all communities would be protected,” President
Kumaratunga said.

The President stressed that as good Buddhists, they could
not agree to war. “Today, we have a golden opportunity to
stop fighting and move forward through peace. The group
which was at war with us has shown flexibility, and we should
grab that opportunity and be a little more flexible.”

“For two decades we have been fighting and the country
has lost around 23,000 valuable lives and over 50,000 who
went to wage war have become disabled because of war. No
body wishes to live all through their lives fighting,” the Presi-
dent said.

“The parents will not be ready to sacrifice their children
for a cause that could not be achieved by war. No parent will be
ready to give his or her son or daughter to fight a war if that is
not going to solve the problem, we fight for,”

“We like to see truth as truth. There are some who do not
like it. But if we are real human beings who value humanness,
and seeing that there is a better way to resolve our problem
without fighting, that is the way one should pursue. If there are
means of resolving problem other than fighting we should em-
brace such opportunities. It is not your whims and fancies that
should be at play but your willingness to make the best use of
the opportunity. To do that you need courage,” she said. And
my government has that necessary courage.

“At no time will we do anything detrimental to the sover-
eignty, territorial integrity and to cause harm even by a jot to
the rights of anyone or community. We will protect the na-
tional unity and integrity and treat all Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim
or Burgher equally. This we have been telling for the past 15
years and we repeat that promise,” the President said.

High Priests issue ultimatum

June 9 - A group of powerful and leading Buddhist monks
and high priests stepped up pressure on President Chandrika
Kumaratunga to withdraw from a plan to share tsunami aid
with the Tamil Tigers, which they say will help the rebels
achieve their aim of a separate Tamil state. A spokesman for the
monks said that the President had 24 hours to drop her plan for
a joint aid mechanism.

High priests (Mahanayaka Theras) of all four leading Bud-
dhist Chapters of Maha Sangha gave a 24-hour ultimatum to
Sri Lanka’s President Chandrika Kumaratunga to make a clear
statement on whether she intended to abandon the Joint Mecha-
nism proposal, Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), the party Bud-
dhist monks said in a press release issued Thursday (9) night in
Colombo.

Ven Buddharakhkhitha Thera of Asgiriya Chapter, Ven. Sri
Sumangala Thera of Malwatte Chapter, Ven. Veweldeniye
Medalankara Thera of Ramanna Chapter and Ven Galagodatte
Gnanasara Thera of Amarapura Chapter have together made
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the demand, according to JHU press statement. The press re-
lease added that the Chapters had demanded Sri Lankan Presi-
dent to respond within 24 hours as the condition of Ven Omalpe
Sobhitha thera, who has been on a fast to death campaign, was
worsening.

The High Priests said, according to JHU, that Buddhist
Chapters would withdraw their blessings and refrain from at-
tending State ceremonies if the President proceeded to sign the
Joint Mechanism with the LTTE.

The joint statement issued by the Mahanayakes stated:
“Five months haves passed since the tsunami devastated the
West, North East and the southern coastal belt leaving the peo-
ple helpless by causing destruction their lives and properties.
We record our vehement opposition to the attempts made by
the government for the formation of a joint mechanism or a
tsunami relief council with the separatist Tigers saying that it
is important for the rehabilitation of the North and East with-
out consulting the Parliament or any other people’s organiza-
tion. We also stress the need to launch some practical measures
to stop the moves of the LTTE trying to grab the rights of the
Buddhists in the North and East by damaging the statues of the
Lord Buddha.”

JVP’s ultimatum to quit

June 10 - Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), a key partner
in the ruling United Peoples Freedom Alliance (UPFA) Gov-
emment, has given the deadline to quit from the Government
unless the proposed joint mechanism is abandoned.

At a press conference in Colombo on Friday (10) the JVP
leader, Mr Somavansa Amarasinghe said that the JVP would
leave the UPFA coalition on 16th of June unless President
Chandrika Kumaratunga gave up the idea of signing a Joint
Mechanism with the Tamil Tigers before June 15th midnight.

The announcement by the JVP followed the joint-state-
ment by the Mahanayakes of the four Buddhist Chapters de-
manding President Kumaratunga to make a clear statement,
within 24 hours, on whether she intended to abandon the Joint
Mechanism proposal.

Party leader Somawansa Amarasinghe told the news con-
ference that his party would not allow the government to enter
a pact “with a terrorist organization that is not accountable to
anybody other than their guns.” Amarasinghe, surrounded by
other top party brass, also slammed Kumaratunga for being
“undemocratic and dictatorial”.

“The President has no right to share the sovereignty of this
country,” Amarasinghe said adding, “If the President is not
going to withdraw this idea, we will be leaving the government
on June 16.”

Launching a scathing attack on President Kumaratunga and
her family, Mr. Somawanse Amarasinghe, warned that if
Kumaratunga went ahead and signed the proposed joint-mecha-
nism with the LTTE, she would be the “last of the
Bandaranaikes”.

Saying that the proposed joint-mechanism, if signed, would
be a political tsunami for the Kumaratunga government,
Somawanse said, “An internal war is going on within the UPFA.
We will never allow the so-called mechanism. Some people are
thinking of expelling us. We advise Chandrika Kumaratunga
not to be the last of the Bandaranaikes.”

Somawansa said it was impossible for the government and
an organization such as the LTTE, which is not accountable to
anybody, to work together. He criticised the Tigers for the

recruitment of child soldiers from refugee camps in the after-
math of the Tsunami destruction. Castigating the President’s
decision to enforce the joint mechanism arbitrarily, the JVP
leader called it an “undemocratic decision as the President had
not briefed her own cabinet, coalition partner, Opposition leader
and M.Ps.” on the details of the proposed mechanism.” He
claimed that only the President, the LTTE and Norway weré
aware of the contents of the proposed mechanism while the
county was kept in dark.

Asked to comment on practical problems that would arise
when implementing a rehabilitation structure without LTTE
participation, the Propaganda Secretary of the JVP, Wimal
Weerawansa, said government officials continued to function
in LTTE held areas while the main government hospital in
Kilinochi was being currently built there. Even the son of the
LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran sat the nationally held
GC.E. (A.L.) examination there. Mr. Weerawansa said govern-
ment officials could similarly function to rehabilitate and re- .
construct the LTTE held areas of the country.

No final decision without consensus

June 10 - Sri Lanka’s President Chandrika Kumaratunga
Friday (10) early morning sent a special message to the
Mahanayake Theras of three Chapters regarding the contro-
versy over the signing of the joint mechanism, with the LTTE.
Amidst rumours that the President had decided to sign the
highly controversial Joint Mechanism with the Tamil Tigers on
June 15th, she assured the Mahanayakes that a date has not
been set to sign the deal.

“Final decision to sign the proposed Joint Mechanism will
not be taken without the consensus of the three Mahanayakas,”
the President assured prelates in her letter, the State controlled
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC) announced in its
morning news bulletin.

Minister Mr.Rohitha Bogollagama and parliamentarian
Mr.Wijesdasa Rajapakse handed over the President’s special
message, addressed to the three Mahanayake Theras, to the
Mahanayake Thera of Malwatte Chapter, around 4.30 a.m.
Friday, the radio said.

President’s special message to the Buddhist prelates was
in response to their ultimatum issued to Ms Chandrika
Kumaratunga on the previous day against signing the joint
mechanism structure without parliament’s approval.

Ms Chandrika Kumaratunga had told in her special mes-
sage to the Mahanayakas that she was prepared to discuss the
joint mechanism proposal with them at length. Government
sources said Malwatte Mahanayake Thera has taken immedi-
ate steps to convey the President” special message to Vener-
able Omalpe Sobitha Thera, Jathika Hela Urumaya parliamen-
tarian who has been fasting unto death since Monday (6), pro-
testing against the signing the proposed joint mechanism.

Fasting monk rejects assurance

June 10 - Venerable Omalpe Sobitha Thera, parliamentar-
ian of the Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) has on Friday (9) morn-
ing informed a team of government politicians that he was not
prepared to give up his fast unto death against the proposed
joint mechanism, as he was not satisfied with the assurance
given by the President Ms Chandrika Kumaratunga that she
would not take final decision on the JM without Buddhist
prelates’ consensus.

Venerable Athuraliya Ratana Thera, JHU parliamentary
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group leader, also participated in the discussion.

According to Ven. Rathana, two representatives of the gov-
emment, parliamentarians Wijedasa Rajapakse and Rohitha
Bogollagama had arrived in Kandy with a letter from the Presi-
dent addressed to the Mahanayakes of the Malwatte and
Asgriya Chapters assuring them that she would not take a
decision on the proposed agreement until she has discussed the
matter with them.

“This letter does not address our concerns in any way. She
has not given us a guarantee that the agreement will not be
signed. She cannot placate us this way, for she has over the
past few days issued strong statements to the effect that she
will set up the joint mechanism with the LTTE come what
may, whoever may oppose it,” Ven. Rathana said. He was of
the opinion that the president’s letter did not include any bind-
ing clause that offers the guarantees sought by the JHU

He also pointed out that if the President went ahead and
signs it would throw the country into chaos while strengthen-
ing and legitimising the LTTE further, with no guarantees from
them with respect to laying down arms, putting a stop to re-
cruitment of children, assassinating political opponents or open-
ing their airstrip to scrutiny.

Asked what action the JHU would take next, Ven. Rathana
said that fellow parliamentarian Ven. Kotapola Amarakeerthi
has decided to join Ven. Sobitha in the fast if there is no re-
sponse from the President before 12 noon today (Thursday).

The condition of Ven.Omalpe Sobitha Thero is critical, ac-
cording Ven. Rathana Thero. Ven. Sobitha began his fast unto
death on 6 June and has vowed not to take any food until the
President issues a statement that she will not sign the deal with
the LTTE.

Meanwhile, a group of Buddhist monks and laymen began
a campaign Friday (10) morning for a general shut down in
Kandy town in support of the fast unto death campaign of the
JHU parliamentarian.

Protesting monks tear-gassed

June 10 — Buddhist monks in saffron robes sprinted for
cover in the Sri Lankan capital on Friday (10) as riot police
fired tear gas and water cannon to prevent them from breaking
through the security cordon around the country’s Presidential
residence. The protesting monks were demonstrating against a
deal with the LTTE proposed by President Kumaratunga to
share tsunami aid.

More than 200 monks belonging to Jathika Hela Urumaya
(JHU), party members and JHU parliamentarians held a pro-
test campaign against the Joint Mechanism on Friday (10) in
the afternoon.

The protesters started the campaign near the Colombo
Viharamahadevi Park and marched through Maradana and
Pettah, and stopped in front of Sri Lanka President’s house
shouting slogans against the Joint Mechanism proposal before
continuing their march. President’s Security Division (PSD),
Army and police blocked the protesters from entering the Presi-
dent’s house. JHU Parliamentarian group leader, Ven Athuruliya
Rathna Thera demanded the President must sign on the letter
they had already given to the President rejecting the proposal.

But given no response, the angry monks and hundreds of
civilians who joined them tried to push their way past a secu-
rity cordon, and were drenched with jets of water and engulfed
in clouds of acrid white smoke.

“We were not targeting the monks. The civilians were be-

having very badly. It is outside the President’s house. What do
you expect?” said Assistant Superintendent of Police Champika
Siriwardena.

The main roads From Colpetty junction to Galle Face Green
were blocked because of the march. The Fort area and the sur-
roundings were also blocked for nearly 3 hours.

President meets Mahanayakes

June 10 - Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga
assured the Buddhist Mahanayakes that the proposed ‘joint
mechanism’ (also known as Post-Tsunami Operations Man-
agement Structure (P-TOMS) and Tsunami Relief Council)
“does not threaten the nation’s security or territorial integrity.”

The Mahanayake Theras were rushed to President’s Resi-
dence on Friday (10) evening in a special helicopter from Kandy
for a meeting with the President. Ven. Sri Sumangala Thera of
Malwatte Chapter, Ven. Veweldeniye Medalankara Thera of
Ramanna Chapter and Ven Galagodatte Gnanasara Thera of
Amarapura Chapter attended the meeting with the President
for more than an hour. -

At the meeting with the Mahanayakas of three Buddhist
chapters - Malwatte, Amarapura and Ramannya - on June 10,
Ms. Kumaratunga “explained in detail” the proposed Tsunami
Relief Council for the north and east and its status. “She told
them no date has been fixed yet for the establishment of the
Council, and implored them not to be mislead by media specu-
lation and misinformation created for narrow political gains,”
the President’s office said.

The President told the Buddhist prelates as follows:

1. No date has been fixed for the signing of the agreement
with the LTTE on the proposed mechanism to manage the
distribution of aid to the tsunami victims of the north and the
east;

2. She was totally dedicated to safeguard the rights of all
citizens belonging to different ethnic and religious denomina-
tions including the Sinhala and Muslim people in the North and
East;

3. She agreed to discuss further with the Most Venerable
Maha Nayake Theras before coming to a final conclusion on
the proposed mechanism to distribute aid;

4. She would never hesitate to consult the Maha Nayake
Theras when there was a common national problem; and

5. The proposed Tsunami Relief Council would in no way
become a threat to the country’s national security and territo-
rial integrity.

The President met the Mahanayakas against the backdrop
of increased pressure from Sinhala-Buddhist leaders against
the proposed P-TOMS, which aimed at sharing administrative
powers with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam for post-
tsunami reconstruction in the north and east, parts of which
were with the LTTE. Responding to questions by the
Mahanayakas, Ms. Kumaratunga said she was “completely
devoted to preserving the rights of all citizens belonging to
every ethnic and religious denomination.” The President stressed
that the Sinhala and Muslim communities, who lived in the
north and east “have no cause whatsoever to fear” and assured
the chief prelates that there would be more discussions with
them on the subject of the Tsunami Relief Council. She had “at
all times” consulted them on “all important national issues.”

Monk MP gives up death-fast
June 11 - Ven. Omalpe Sobitha Thera, the parliamentarian
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monk of the Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), gave up his fast
unto death on Saturday 911) at 9.15 am following the assur-
ances given by the Chief Prelates of the Malwatte and Asgriya
Buddhist Chapters. Meanwhile, a media release issued from
the Presidential Secretariat quoted President Kumaratunga as
saying to the Chief Prelates that “the proposed Post-Tsunami
Operations Management Structure (P-TOMS) does not threaten
Sri Lanka’s national security or territorial integrity”.

The campaign, which completed séventh day against the
setting up of the Joint Mechanism, was brought to an end at
the request of President Chandrika Kumaratunga.

The decision by the fasting monk, Ven. Omalpe Sobitha
Thera, to withdraw from his fast unto death campaign fol-
lowed a visit and request to him form the Chief Prelates follow-
ing their meeting with President.

However, another Buddhist monk organisation, the Na-
tional Bhikku Front, has started a protest fast demanding the
withdrawal of the proposed P-TOMS, popularly known as
the “joint mechanism.”

Anura’s appeal to JVP

10 June - Tourism Minister Anura Bandaranaike appealed
to the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) not to leave the gov-
ernment over the differences on the proposed joint mechanism,
“The JVP has a right to vote against this proposal. But at this
moment, if they wanted to topple the Government, it is a great
betrayal against the people in this country,” Bandaranaike said.

Bandaranaike, who is President Chandrika Kumaratunga’s
brother, was instrumented in bringing the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) and the JVP into a common front last year.

According to him, this is the first time that the LTTE has
accepted the fact that Sri Lanka has a sovereign Government. It
earlier referred to a country called Sri Lanka. He urged the JVP
not to break away from the Government even if they don’t like
the Joint Mechanism. That would be an injustice to the people,
he said.

“We are trying our best to get the JVP’s approval for this
proposal. What the President is saying is that at a time when
the LTTE is extending their hand of peace to us, why should
we refuse it? Then there will be another war. It is rather good to
end the war. Only the youth in the villages sacrifice themselves
for the war. Otherwise those who are shouting various slogans
should go to war or send their sons to the war,” Mr Bandaranaike
said.

“If the country can achieve peace during our lifetime it is
the greatest achievement that we can have.” The other good
aspect of the joint mechanism was that all the money could be
distributed in a democratic way for the development of the
infrastructure in these tsunami affected areas, he said. The whole
world, including India, has given their fullest support to the
proposed mechanism. .

Without directly referring to JVP leader Somawansa
Amarasinghe’s attack on Bandaranaike family, Anura
Bandaranaike said, “There is no point in blaming the
Bandaranaike family. We know that we have the votes of the
people in this country. We have been given the power to rule
this country for six years. We have only completed one year. In
that one year, we have faced crucial problems such as the tsu-
nami catastrophe, high oil prices.”

Bandaranaike, a contender for presidential nominations, is
keen to keep the alliance in tact for the next presidential elec-
tions. Political analysts however believe that it would be diffi-

cult for Bandaranaike to edge out the main contender, current
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse.

India’s conditional support

Colombo, June 11: India’s support for President Chandrika
Kumaratunga's proposed tsunami aid agreement with the Tamil
Tigers should not be seen as an admission by New Delhi that
the rebels are the “sole representative” of the Tamils in the
country, foreign minister Natwar Singh is reported to have said
on 11 June.

It was earlier reported that President Kumaratunga during
her recent visit to New Delhi had secured the agreement of the
Indian Prime Minister for the controversial tsunami aid deal
with the Tamil Tigers.

“While India has extended its support to President
Kumaratunga'’s efforts on the aid agreement, it has also stressed
onthe need for engaging a wide variety of political parties and
opinions in Sri Lanka,” foreign secretary Shyam Saran said. He
said since post-tsunami relief work was needed in the northern
and eastern part of the island, where the Tamil Tigers have a
strong presence, India did not want to block the process by
raising objections.

“But at every opportunity and interaction with the Sri
Lankan government we have made it clear that our support to
the aid effort should not be seen as an endorsement of accept-
ing the Tigers as the sole representatives of the Tamils in the
island,” Saran said. “At the same time we have also suggested
the need for a consensus among the Sri Lanka political parties
not to allow the situation to relapse into violence,” the foreign
secretary added.

Singh, who ended his three-day visit to Colombo this after-
noon, had met Kumaratunga, Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse, United National Party leader Ranil Wickramasinghe,
JVP and Tamil National Alliance leaders, a faction of the Sri
Lankan Muslim Congress, and EPDP leader Douglas
Devananda.

“The wide range of his meetings is a clear indication that
India was in favour of a political consensus that has emerged
out of consultations with a large number of political opinions
by the Sri Lankan government,” Saran said.

President meets TNA delegation

June 12 - As part of her ongoing consultations with key
political parties, Ms. Kumaratunga on Sunday (12) reiterated
her commitment to the early establishment of the Tsunami
Relief Council during a meeting with a six-member team of the
Tamil National Alliance (TNA). During the four-hour meeting,
the TNA impressed upon the President the need for the early
establishment of the post-tsunami mechanism. Ms.
Kumaratunga explained to the TNA the various issues that had
arisen in relation to the mechanism.

The discussions were also on other matters of mutual con-
cern, including the standoff in Trincomalee, following the in-
stallation of a Buddha statue by a Sinhalese group. Ms.
Kumaratunga assured the TNA that a Government delegation
would visit the eastern town shortly. TNA Parliamentary leader
R. Sampanthan led the Tamil delegation.

Leader of the TNA parliamentary Group Mr.R.Sampanthan
raised the question of the Trincomalee situation and urged that
the Govt. should peruse action as per assurances given by the
government delegation at the meetings held in Trincomalee.
The President assured the TNA that a government delegation
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would visit Trincomalee shortly in order to pursue appropri-
ate action. The need to review the deployment of the additional
armed forces in Trincomalee town was also discussed and the
President gave the TNA an assurance that appropriate action
was being taken in regard to this matter.

Associated with the President at this discussion were the
Deputy Minister Dilan Perera and Member of Parliament Mr.
Wijedasa Rajapaksa. The delegation of the TNA Comprised of
Mr.R.Sampanthan Parliamentary Group Leader of TNA, Mr,
Joseph Pararajasingam, MP, Mr.Mavai Senathirajah MP, Mr.
Suresh Premachandran MP, Mr.Gajendrakumar Ponnampalam
MP, and Mr.K.Sivajilingam MP.

Go ahead with JM, Ranil tells President

13 June - Ranil Wickramasinghe, Leader of the Opposition
held cordial discussions with President Chandrika Kumaratunga
and discussed several matters including the establishment of
the Tsunami Relief Council (TRC) according to media release
from the Presidents office. The President had explained to
Wickramasinghe some details regarding the proposed Council
and a few of the issues that have arisen during the past few
weeks. Thereafter, the Leader of the Opposition explained the
stance of the UNP on the issue.

Though the press release did not say so, it is learnt that the
UNP leader pledged support to the Post-Tsunami Operational
Management Structure (Joint Mechanism), and not to topple
the government if the JVP broke away on account of the P-
TOMS

“The UNP does not oppose the mechanism, and we wrote

to the government last month informing it of our stand. We will
not oppose any solution to the North-East problem if it sub-
scribes to the Tokyo and Oslo declarations”, Mr.
Wickramasinghe told the President at their meeting,

Mr. Wickramasinghe is reported to have told the President
to go ahead and sign the P~-TOMS agreement without further
delay because the wavering and vacillation were causing uncer-
tainty and turmoil in the country. He said he believed the JVP
would not topple the government as it would not want to see a
UNP government back in office.

But whatever happened he believed the President should
go ahead with the P-TOMS while the UNP would watch the
situation and decide what to do.

Unruly monks’ protest tear-gassed

June 13 - More than hundred policemen Monday (13) af-
ternoon around 2.30 pm fired tear gas shells and used water
canons in an effort to disperse monks and university students
numbering several thousands in front of Colombo Fort railway
station who were trying to reach the President’s House in pro-
test against the JM and in support of Ven. Dambara Amila
Thera, the leader of the National Bhikku Front (NBF), who
started a new fast unto death campaign on Saturday (13) against
the Joint Mechanism.

As the slogan shouting protesters approached within 200
meters of President’s House, the police anti-crime squads met
them with a barrage of tear gas canisters and baton charged
many students and monks who tried to force their way through.

It is reported that Ven Amila Thera was forcibly removed
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from the location by the Police and rushed to the Colombo
General hospital where he was treated for exhaustion.

Some students belonging to the JVP’s students’ federation
from the Kelaniya and Jayawardenapura Universities who joined
the fast in support of the monk and around forty of their col-
leagues who were marching from the Fort railway station to the
President’s official residence were also reportedly taken into
custody by the police.

Police used baton charge and tear gas to disperse the crowd:
The traffic in the city of Colombo came to a snarl for several
hours due to the police action at the Fort railway station area.

Govt to launch publicity blitz

Jun 13 - The Government of Sri Lanka has decided to launch
an island wide awareness program to enlighten the public in-
cluding the Buddhist clergy about the proposed Tsunami Re-
lief Council. President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
at an SLFP Parliamentarians’ meeting convened at the Presi-
dent’s House yesterday (12), explained at length what the Tsu-
nami Relief Council is all about, its structure, what districts
were relevant to the council and the manner of its operation.

The President told the Parliamentarians that she will make
the entire citizens aware of the process through the Grama
Niladharis, Samurdhi Officers and Agricultural Animators at
grassroots level. She stressed that the implementation of the
tsunami relief program to resuscitate the tsunami victims of the
North and East is an absolute necessity in the name of human-
1ty.

The President said that to eliminate certain misgivings
among the Buddhist clergy pertaining to the proposed Tsu-
nami Relief Council, she will convene a meeting of the Maha
Sangha numbering over 1000 at the Bandaranaike Memorial
International Conference Hall on June 17 and explain the accu-
rate position on the issue. She advised the Parliamentarians to
make house to house visits to explain matters to the public.

President Kumaratunga told them that the Tsunami Relief
Council agreement will be signed not by her but by a Ministry
Secretary. She said she treated the agreement as an initiative to
the peace process and that if this was not signed at this oppor-
tune moment, it will lead to a dangerous situation for which
those who oppose it will have to answer.

She said the large number of donor countries who contrib-
ute enormous amounts of aid have requested her to sign this
proposed Tsunami Relief Council agreement and develop the
entire island including the North and East and assured that this
process will not harm the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the country. She said the Tsunami Relief Council agreement
will definitely be signed in the interest of the country and that
before doing so, the public will be made fully aware of it.

President said that the privately owned media projected
the joint mechanism as a Govt-LTTE arrangement which would
exercise authority in all parts of the country whereas it will be
operative only in the North/East and that too solely in the
tsunami-affected areas of two kilometre stretch from the beach.

JVP protest march

June 14 - More than 10,000 supporters of Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) participated in a protest Campaign against the
Joint mechanism (JM) proposal Tuesday (14) in Colombo said.
The march started from Borella Campel Grounds, passed
through Maradana and ended near the Colombo Municipal
Council offices. The protesters after shouting slogans against

the aid deal proposal continued their march to the Lipton round
about where they dispersed.

JVP parliamentary group leader and party propaganda Sec-
retary, Wimal Weerawansa, led the protest. JVP Ministers,
Deputy Ministers, and parliamentarians, also took part in the
protest. JVP leader Somawansa Amarasinghe did not take part.

“The Country needs a government to defeat separatism,
not to nourish it,” and “We will agitate the president for her
resignation,” were two of the slogans used by the protesters
during march.

For nearly four hours the main roads including Base Line
Highways road, and all main roads in Maradana 2nd division,
Union place, and Colombo 7 were closed. Over thousand po-
lice and Army officers were on the duty for the security of
York Street and Olcot street. Sri Lanka telecom junction was
closed to prevent protesters from entering the President’s
Hpuse, sources said.

Mr.Tilvin Silva, General Secretary of party addressing the
crowd said that there would not be a United Peoples Freedom
Alliance (UPFA) government in Sri Lanka after Wednesday
(15) midnight. “We would be forming a new alliance on Thurs-
day with the support of some UPFA senior ministers opposed
to the Joint Mechanism,” he said

Mr.Wimal Weerawanse, JVP parliamentary group leader
said the JVP will leave the UPFA coalition if Ms Kumaratunga
failed to abandon her decision to sign the joint mechanism pro-
posal. “There is no change in our stand. We are firm that JM
should not be signed with the LTTE,” he said.

Police tear-gas unruly demo

June 14 - Tension, conflict and chaos continued in Co-
lombo over the controversial joint mechanism with police again
using tear gas canisters to disperse unruly JVP-backed univer-
sity students including monks who tried to march to Presi-
dent’s House.

As the JVP ultimatum for President Chandrika Kumaratunga
to withdraw the deal neared, the protest march was led by the
pro-JVP Inter University Bhikku Federation and the Inter Uni-
versity Students Federation. IUSF Convener Duminda
Nagamuwa said the proposed deal with the LTTE would be the
worst betrayal of the country.

In the pandemonium following the demonstration and po-
lice action, the National Bhikku Front’s Ven. Dambara Amila
Thera who was fasting unto death opposite the Fort Railway
Station, was also removed from his tent after he was hit by
several stray tear gas canisters, eye witnesses said. He how-
ever was brought back and resumed his fast around 5 p.m.

According to reports the protesters had first gathered at
the Technical College Junction in Maradana and then proceeded
to the Telecom Roundabout in the Fort, but at that point they
were tear-gassed and attacked with water cannons when they
defied police orders and tried to enter the High Security Zone
around President’s House. )

Police said they arrested 28 monks and two students after
they chased the demonstrators past the Bo Tree junction in
Pettah. The whole area including the spot where the monk was
fasting was polluted with tear gas. Police said those arrested
were later released after obtaining statements.

Ven. Vakamulle Uditha Thera who was in the tent with the
fasting monk charged that the police deliberately fired tear gas
canisters into the tent, compelling them to remove the fasting
monk for medical treatment. He warned that the JVP- backed
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Bhikku front was ready to sacrifice not just one life but hun-
dreds of lives to prevent President Kumaratunga from signing
the deal with the LTTE and betraying the country. Monks and
the police were seen having heated arguments after the fasting
monk was taken away for medical treatment.

Meanwhile, Fort Station Master J.H.A. Hemapala said his
staff was also hit by stray tear gas canisters and at least ten
trains left the station with ticket less passengers because tick-
ets could not be issued. Shops along Olcott Mawatha were
closed and the public were inconvenienced for some three hours
until the situation returned to normal.

JVP rejects PM’s appeal

The JVP yesterday vowed on Tuesday (14) that there would
be no UPFA government with the dawn of Thursday (16) and
pledged to go ahead on a fresh path to form a new alliance with
all patriotic forces.

Addressing a large gathering following a protest march at
the Lipton Circus, JVP General Secretary Tilvin Silva said the
UPFA was formed and brought to power on certain principles
and not to comfort each and every member of it.

“The UPFA agreement was more importantly aimed at pro-
tecting the country’s sovereignty. If anyone goes against itas a
people’s party that is accountable to the public we cannot
keep our mouths and eyes shut. Our path may not be rosy yet
our motive is to serve the country and its people. Those who
are against that path can leave us but we are not going to give-
up serving the country,” he said.

Vowing to prevent any faction from entering into a joint
mechanism with the LTTE, Mr. Silva said his party’s respon-
sibilities would not cease just by sitting in the opposition from
tomorrow.

Meanwhile, JVP Propaganda Secretary Wimal Weerawansa
charged that President Chandrika Kumaratunga was attempt-
ing to commit a crime that could never be rectified. “Ranil
Wickramasinghe during the UNP regime accepted that there is
an area held by the LTTE and recognized the Tigers as a sepa-
rate Army. You cannot take back whatever you gave through a
legal document. The President is trying to go one step ahead of
Mr. Wickramasinghe trying to share administrative powers with
the LTTE,” he said.

“If she withdraws the proposed joint mechanism before
midnight today, she can retire from the Presidency with great
honour as these are her last few months in office. She still has
time to come back to her senses. She is a lonely person now. All
her senior ministers and even her onetime confidants are with-
drawing from her as they cannot approve this joint mecha-
nism,” Mr. Weerawansa charged.

President rebuts JVP claims

June 15 - Rebutting charges made by the JVP, in her reply
to JVP General Secretary, Tilvin Silva, President Kumaratunga
on 15 June said,: “.... you have no valid reason to quit the
alliance government on June 16. I shall not challenge your right
to leave the Alliance. However I believe that you are responsi-
ble for all ill effects on the people due to that decision.”

She added: “The constitutional powers vested in the gov-
ernment by the people will never be delegated to another or-
ganization. P-TOMS will have no statutory powers and au-

thority. It is only an administrative course of action that will be
taken to provide relief in the areas concerned and to carryout
the rehabilitation work in such areas. Authority of the govern-
ment will not be affected in any way as all activities of the P-
TOMS will be performed by administrative officers of the
government. Further, financial transactions will be carried out
under the supervision of the Treasury. The responsibly of
spending funds received as foreign aid will be entrusted with
public officers.

By merely allowing the LTTE to participate in the P-TOMS
that organization will not be established as the sole representa-
tives of the Tamil Community. The ceasefire agreement had
been signed with the LTTE. The JVP too had agreed that dis-
cussions should be continued with the LTTE to arrive at a
political solution.

We negotiate with the LTTE not with the presumption that
itis the sole representative of the Tamil Community but on the
understanding that it is a party in the war. In the P-TOMS too
its participation is sought as the sole armed group in the area.
Through that the LTTE will not be treated as the sole repre-
sentative of the Tamil community. The willingness of the LTTE
to accept the government of Sri Lanka is in itself an indication
of their tendency towards the democratic path. In spite of
certain instances of violating the ceasefire agreement the cease-
fire period of three years is an indication of their inclination
towards the democratic path.

Administrative regulations and regulations in the establish-
ment’s code will not be violated as a result of P-TOMS. Finan-
cial allocations will be done according to those criteria. The
relevant projects will be implemented by the government and
Provincial Councils. Expenditure will be through the Treasury.
Everything will be done in keeping with the administrative and
financial regulations of the country.

The P-TOMS document will be signed not by the Presi-
dent or a Minister but by an officer of the relevant ministry.
Hence such a document will not be a threat to the Sovereignty
and the Territorial Integrity of the country.

Through the UPFA agreement you have consented to de-
volve administrative power. Through the P-TOMS too only
the administrative authority will be devolved but in a limited
manner.

A final document has still not been prepared for the estab-
lishment of a joint mechanism. What I have done is only initiate
discussions with the people, Maha Sangha and political parties
to exchange views and ideas with them.

I have repeatedly stated that the Maha Sanga led by the
Maha Nayake Theras and all parties within the Alliance will be
made fully aware of the contents before arriving at a final deci-
sion. In these circumstances I wish to emphasize that you have
no valid reason to quit the alliance government on June 16. I
shall not challenge your right to leave the alliance. However |
believe that you are responsible for all ill effects on the people
due to that decision.”

JVP promises a ‘political awakening’

June 15 — Mass demonstrations in Colombo brought the
capital, Colombo, to a near standstill today (15) as supporters
and opponents of the proposed tsunami joint mechanism ‘in-
vaded’ the capital coming from all corners of the island in a
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display of their respective strength. :

The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), which was reiter-
ated its decision to quit the coalition protesting on the pro-
posed Tsunami Relief Council (TRC assured the party sup-
porters that a new era would begin with their withdrawal from
the government of President Chandrika Kumaratunga. “Watch
for a new political awakening,” JVP spokesman Wimal
Weerawansa said at the rally.

President Kumaratunga's sent ministers, deputies, Mem-
bers of Parliament and supporters went about distributing pam-
phlets justifying the proposed joint mechanism with the LTTE.
They assembled with hundreds of supporters of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP) at central points in Colombo ‘to ex-
plain to the people that the joint mechanism would not lead to
separation of the country’.

Meanwhile the US Embassy in Colombo issued a state-
ment to strengthen Kumaratunga’s hand, stating that the co-
chairs of the donor community had urged the need for a tsu-
nami joint mechanism.

Bhikku front vows ‘disaster’
for Chandrika

June 15 - National Bhikku Front (NBF) Secretary Vener-
able Kalawelgala Chandraloka warned that President
Kumaratunga would face disaster if any harm befell to NBF
President Venerable Dr. Dambara Amila, who is engaged in a
fast unto death over the proposed Joint Mechanism with' the
LTTE.

Saying that they in the NBF were reaching the limits of
their patience at a media conference in Colombo on 15 June, the
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Ven. Chandaloka said. “In the event of a tragedy, from that
very moment we will not allow the President to live in peace in
this country,” he said. “We will fully mobilize public opinion
at the highest levels.”

Reportedly Ven.Amila‘s condition was said to be extremely
critical, according to doctors who examined him the morning of
15 June. Ven.Amila was reportedly suffering from acute dehy-
dration and had so far refused doctors’ effort to give him first
aid. The monk was resolved not to give up the death fast until
the President withdrew the proposed joint mechanism. claimed,
“Venerable. Amila has almost lost consciousness.”

Drawing attention to a move by the government to organ-
ize over a thousand Buddhist monks to show public support
to the Joint Mechanism, Ven. Chandraloka describing such
monks as “shameless”, urged Chief Incumbents of Buddhist
temples to be on the alert for the organizers and teach them
sych a lesson that they would never step into the places again.

“The President is ignorant of the power of the Maha Sangha.
We want to remind her that she can never suppress the power
of the bhikkus who are with the NBF, We never allow it to
happen. If any tragedy takes place from that moment she will
realize the power of this country’s true Maha Sangha. We are in
great pain of mind since the Venerable Amila’s life is invaluable
to us. We cannot say in which direction that sorrow will push
us. We wish to tell the Buddhist Mahanayakes not to come to
Ven. Amila’s cremation. Don’t issue condolence messages. In-
tervene now. This is the final hour. The Venerable monk is
engaged in a life-and-death struggle. The Chief Prelates of all
the Buddhist Sects have a responsibility to save Venerable.
Amila’s life,” Ven. Chandraloka

NBF Chief Advisor the Venerable Aththangane Rathanapala
in his address said: “She (the President) will lose her Presiden-
tial powers. She will lose pubic support. She will lose the
support of the Maha Sangha. She will lose everything. Yet her
readiness to commit this great betrayal raises a big suspicion.
Those political leaders and members of the Sangha who remain
silent on this issue will; also have to bear responsibility for this
great bad karma.”

Secretary, Patriotic Bhikku Front, Venerable Bengamuwe
Nalaka said that the present situation could lead to a state
worse than the Ranil-Prabha agreement and provide the Tigers
with greater powers. “If the President signs this document (the
JM) she will earn not the people’s blessings but their curses,”
he said.

Secretary, National Joint Committee, Dr. Piyasena
Dissanayake said that Norway was today ruling Sri Lanka and
President Kumaratunga’s sole aim was to earn Oslo’s Nobel
Prize for Peace — no matter what happened to this country.
This, he noted, was the reason for her eageress to sign the
Joint Mechanism document.

Buddhist prelate of the Malwatte Chapter reportedly sent
urgent messages through a representative urging Ven Amila Thera
to give up his fasting, but the monk refused to suspend his
campaign.

Ven Amila Thera from the NBF initiated his fast unto death
campaign last Saturday (11) when the Ven Omalpe Sobitha
Thera, General Secretary of the JHU quit his fast to death
campaign following Sri Lanka’s President’s assurances to
Mahanayake Theras, the High Priests of the Buddhist Order in
the country, that she would not sign the Joint Mechanism with-
out approval from the high priests. Q
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WJoint Mechanism: Structure,

Composition and Functions

The Post Tsunami Operational
Management Structure or the Joint
Mechanism consists of three tiers
headed by a high level committee
comprising three members — one gov-
ernment nominee, one nominee by
Muslim parties and one LTTE nomi-
nee.
On the handling of funds the docu-

ment states: The function of actually
allocating and disbursing the donor
funds will be retained by the Treas-
ury; the High-Level Committee only
formulates the policies regarding
these.

In addition, the Regional Fund ad-
ministered by the multilateral agency
will be set up by an agreement be-
tween the multilateral agency and the
Govermnment of Sri Lanka. The LTTE,

_as a non-state entity, cannot be party
to such an agreement.

A synopsis of the draft
Memorandum of Understanding

(“MOU”) for the Establishment of a

Post-Tsunami Operational Manage-

ment Structure (the “Joint Mecha- .

nism”

The preambular clauses set out
the rationale for the formation of the
Joint Mechanism, principally:

* the urgent humanitarian need to
effectively deliver relief, rehabilitation
and reconstruction to the Sinhala,
Tamil and Muslim communities af-
fected by the tsunami;

* the need for the Sinhala, Tamil
and Muslim communities to work to-
gether to accomplish this task; and

* the need for an equitable alloca-
tion of post-tsunami funds to all tsu-
nami-affected areas of Sri Lanka,
based on accepted needs-assess-
ments.

Structure

The Joint Mechanism consists of
three tiers:

A High-Level Committee for the
tsunami-affected areas of Sri Lanka;

A Regional Committee for the Six

Districts in the Northern and Eastern
provinces affected by the tsunami
(Ampara, Batticaloa, Jarfna, Kilin-
ochchi, Mullaitivu, and Trincomalee);
and District Committees, one for each
of the Six Districts.

Geographic Scope

The Joint Mechanism is restricted
in its area of operation to the land area
affected by the tsunami that is within
2 kilometers of the coastline.

The MOU will not change the
terms of the Ceasefire Agreement be-
tween the Government of Sri Lanka
and the LTTE, which will remain in
effect.

Non-Discrimination

_ The MOU prohibits discrimination
against any person on the basis of
grounds such as ethnic origin, lan-
guage, or religion.
Period of Operation

The MOU states that the Joint
Mechanism will operate only for one
year, unless both parties mutually
agree to extend it.

High-Level Committee

Functions: The High-Level Com-
mittee’s primary function will be to for-
mulate policies regarding the alloca-
tion and disbursement of donor funds
for the tsunami-affected area. The
High-Level Committee will also have
an advisory and monitoring role.

Composition: The High-Level
Committee will have three members -
one nominee by GOSL, one nominee
by Muslim parties, and one nominee
by LTTE. Observers: Two nominees
from the international donor commu-
nity will attend the meetings as ob-
servers.

Safeguards and Minority Protec-
tions:

Consensus between the three
members is required before any deci-
sion is made, If consensus cannot be
reached, any member can, upon 14
days notice, suspend their coopera-
tion in the High-Level Committee.
Regional Committee Functions:

The Regional Committee will be re-

sponsible for prioritizing, approving,
managing, and monitoring the imple-
mentation of projects.

Composition: The Regional Com-
mittee will have ten members - two
nominees by GOSL, three nominees
by Muslim parties, and five nominees
by LTTE. The MOU states that the
Committee should have a proper gen-
der balance.

Observers: Two nominees from
the international donor community
will attend the meetings as observ-
ers. Other observers may also be in-
vited.

Safeguards and Minority Protec-
tions:

If at least two members of the Re-
gional Committee acknowledge that a
decision of the Regional Committee
would have an adverse effect on a
minority group, then approval of that
decision will require seven members
of the Regional Committee. This pro-
vision protects the Muslim and
Sinhala communities from any pro-
posal by the Regional Committee that
is, in their opinion, harmful to their
interests. Subject to the protection
above, two members of the Regional
Committee may request redress when
a proposal submitted to the Regional
Committee by a District Committee is
rejected; consequently, rejection of
that proposal will require seven mem-
bers of the Regional Committee.

This provision allows proposals
put forward by District Committees
(which may have a greater represen-
tation of a particular ethnic group
than the Regional Committee) to be
passed by the Regional Committee
without the necessary consent of the
LTTE nominees.

Regional Fund

A Regional Fund will be set up to
make available funds for relief, reha-
bilitation, reconstruction and devel-
opment in the Six Districts. A multi-
lateral agency will serve as the custo-
dian of the fund.

District Committees

Functions: The District Commit-
tees will identify needs, receive and
generate project proposals, and moni-
tor the progress of projects.

Composition: The District Com-
mittees that are currently established

(continued on next page)
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Joint Mechanism Explained

Some questions and answers

As part of its awareness campaign to
win support for the P-TOMS agreement
the government has circulated among
SLFP members a document with ques-
tions and answers about the controver-
sial deal.

Following are excerpts:

Q: Is the Joint Mechanism the idea
of the Norwegians, international donors,
and International NGOs? Is the Sri
Lankan Government being pressurised to
accept the Joint Mechanism ‘from these
foreigners?

A: The initiative to engage in discus-
sions on the Joint Mechanism originated
from the Government of Sri Lanka
(GOSL) and the LTTE, not from the
Norwegians or other outsiders. Two days
after the tsunami, the President sent a
letter to the LTTE inviting them to work
together with the GOSL to deliver as-
sistance to the people affected by the
tsunami. The GOSL and the LTTE had a

(continued from page 15)

and functioning in the Six Districts
will be used in this role. However, the
Committees will ensure adequate
Muslim representation and a proper
gender balance.
Comments
Relationship with Other Development
Activity

Normal government-financed de-
velopment in the Northern and East-
ern provinces will continue as before,
including in the Six Districts, in addi-
tion to what the Joint Mechanism
does.
Role of Treasury

The function of actually allocat-

ing and disbursing the donor funds
will be retained by the Treasury; the
High-Level Committee only formulates
the policies regarding these.

In addition, the Regional Fund ad-
ministered by the multilateral agency
will be set up by an agreement be-
tween the multilateral agency and the
Government of Sri Lanka. The LTTE,
as a non-state entity, cannot be party
to such an agreement.

Daily Mirror Monday,
June 13, 2005

series of face-to-face meetings shortly
thereafter where the details of the Joint
Mechanism were directly negotiated.
The Norwegians only acted as facilitators
to these discussions. Other international
donors or NGOs did not have any role in
the negotiations.

Q: Why hasn’t the President con-
sulted others about the Joint Mecha-
nism? /

A: The President kept the negotia-‘

tions about the Joint Mechanism confi-
dential because she did not know whether
anything would be agreed to by the LTTE.
Since there is now a broad area of agree-
ment with the LTTE, the President is in
the process of consultations with politi-
cal parties, religious representatives, civil
society, and others to brief them on the
details of the Joint Mechanism.

Q: Does the LTTE obtain interna-
tional recognition through the Joint
Mechanism?

A: The Joint Mechanism does not
give the LTTE any international recogni-
tion. Under the Joint Mechanism, for-
eign governments and agencies do not
interact directly with the LTTE. On the
contrary, it is in the absence of a Joint
Mechanism that foreign governments and
international agencies such as the United
Nations would be more likely to interact
directly with the LTTE as if it were a
sovereign entity responsible for distinct
areas of the country.

Furthermore, in the absence of the
Joint Mechanism, foreign donors - who
have already committed themselves to
providing aid to the North and the East,
including the uncleared areas - will be
likely to give funds directly to the LTTE
or through LTTE-front NGOs such as
the TRO. Such direct aid would make
international recognition for the LTTE
more likely than if assistance were re-
ceived through the Joint Mechanism.

Q: Will the Joint Mechanism inter-
fere with Government work in the non-
LTTE controlled areas?

A: The Joint Mechanism will not in-
terfere with Government work in the
South and West. For the districts of the
South and West, relief, rehabilitation and
reconstruction will be undertaken by the
existing GOSL institutions, e.g. line min-

istries and Provincial Councils. Projects
implemented by the Joint Mechanism
will be limited to those projects in the six
(6) districts of Ampara, Batticaloa,

" Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, and

Trincomalee.

Q: Will it safeguard the interests of’a
particular community?

A: The Joint Mechanism protects and
safeguards the interests of all communi-
ties. Safeguards have been built into it
which provide protection to all ethnic
communities, especially in places where
they may not be in the majority. No pro-
posal for tsunami reconstruction (genu-
ine or disguised) that would hurt the in-
terests of a community can be adopted
under the decision-making rules envis-
aged.

Q: Who will participate in the im-
plementation?

A: The Joint Mechanism includes the
participation of groups of different po-
litical persuasions. Muslim and Tamil
groups other than the LTTE have a role
in the mechanism. Furthermore, the Joint
Mechanism is limited to tsunami-related
projects. Other development projects
will proceed in the North and the East;
for example, under NEPC or Ministry/
RRR, that will continue to include such
groups. The Joint Mechanism is by no
means the exclusive actor in the North
and East for rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion work.

Q: Who will monitor the mechanism
and its funds?

A: The Joint Mechanism will be
transparent, accountable, and subject to
scrutiny. It will not bypass normal gov-
ernment regulations and accounting pro-
cedures. The allocation of funds will be
done in accordance with normal Treas-
ury procedures.

Representatives of the international
donor community and an independent
auditor will be able to observe and moni-
tor the operation of the mechanism. This
will deter any LTTE violations of the
terms of the Joint Mechanism. The joint
Mechanism will not give money directly
to the LTTE.

Q: What will be achieved by the im-
plementation?

A: The Joint Mechanism will con-
tribute to the peace process. It will allow
engagement with the LTTE, build confi-
dence and create the climate for a resump-
tion of peace talks with the LTTE. In
the Joint Mechanism, the LTTE has
agreed to an arrangement negotiated with
the GOSL. In this way, the Joint Mecha-
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nism could function as an ice-breaker in
the peace process, and help pave the way
for a renewal of the talks.

Q: Is the time ripe for a joint effort
in rebuilding?

A: It is an opportune moment for a
Joint Mechanism. The LTTE is willing
to settle for a Joint Mechanism because
it has been weakened by the Karuna
breakaway and by the tsunami disaster.
In six months, the GOSL would likely
have to give more to the LTTE in order
to obtain its consent to a similar agree-
ment.

Q: What if any agreement is not
signed?

A: Politically, Sri Lanka needs the
Joint Mechanism. The Joint Mechanism,
by engaging the LTTE at a political level,
can help reduce the likelihood of the re-
sumption of war. Furthermore, if it is
not signed, it would strengthen the ex-
tremists in the country who are against
the peace process and are likely to en-
danger the already fragile ceasefire.

Q: What if the government fails to
agree to this Joint Mechanism?

A: We must consider the alternative
to the Joint Mechanism. If we fail to agree
on the Joint Mechanism with the LTTE,
it is likely that aid will go directly to the

Tigers and LTTE-controlled NGOs. The
GOSL would be left out of the decision-
making for reconstruction. Furthermore,
the GOSL’s credibility with the Tamils
of this country, with all the tsunami vic-
tims in the North and the East, and with
the international community, would be
shattered.

Political questions about the Post-
Tsunami Operational Management
Structure (the “Joint Mechanism”):

Q: Will the Joint Mechanism give the
LTTE greater legitimacy?

A: The Joint Mechanism will give
some legitimacy to the LTTE, but pre-
cisely because they are working together
with the government. If not, the LTTE is
likely to campaign for direct funding on
the grounds that the GOSL is not meet-
ing the humanitarian needs of the Tamil
people and many countries may decide
to support the LTTE/TRO. It would be
awkward for the GOSL to block such
support without being vulnerable to the
charge that it is hampering humanitarian

_ assistance.

The LTTE is no longer banned in Sri
Lanka. The Joint Mechanism will pro-
vide a framework for the LTTE to work
with the GOSL and others in a transpar-
ent and accountable process of govern-

ance. Given the reality that the LTTE is
in control of territory and has political
influence in other areas, the GOSL or
anyone who seeks to do humanitarian
work in certain areas of the North and
the East has no alternative but to work
with the LTTE.

Q: How can a sovereign democratic
government negotiate with the LTTE, a
terrorist organsiation?

A: Isn’t this like the chicken and the
egg argument? What came first, the
chicken or the egg? How can the LTTE
transform itself from a rebel group to a
democratic organization unless the GOSL
engages with them?

There were many organizations in Sri
Lanka that were at one time terrorist or-
ganizations, and they were allowed to
enter the democratic process without
formally renouncing violence. Should we
have required such organizations to for-
mally renounce violence before we en-
gaged with them?

Ultimately, there is a need to recon-
cile with the LTTE in order to achieve a
permanent and durable peace. As a sov-
ereign democratic government, we have
the responsibility to take the first step
because the majority of people do not
want to go back to war.
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Donors urge signing
of tsunami mechanism

June 14 - The Co-chairs of the Sri Lanka Donor Group who
met in Washington D.C on Monday (13) urged immediate sign-
ing of the agreement on tsunami reconstruction in order to en-
sure proper flow of reconstruction aid to tsunami victims in
the NorthEast.. The Co-chairs hoped that an agreement on
tsunami reconstruction would help to build confidence between
the two sides.

Full statement of the Co-chairs of the Sri Lanka Donor
Group issued by the Embassy of the United States of America
in Colombo on Tuesday follows:

“The Co-chairs of the Sri Lanka Donor Group met on June

.13 to discuss the current situation in Sri Lanka and consider the
way forward.
Peace process and Ceasefire Agreement: We note with ut-
most concern that while full-scale hostilities have not resumed,
respect for the Cease-Fire Agreement has been undermined by
persistent violence, including assassinations of individuals af-
filiated with both parties. The resulting climate of impunity
violates the spirit of the Cease-Fire Agreement,

The Co-chairs urge the parties to take all necessary steps
to end violence and enforce all provisions of the Cease-Fire
Agreement in areas under their control. The Co-chairs call on
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to stop assassi-
nations, including of individuals such as Tamil informants, mem-
bers of other Tamil groups and political parties and govern-

ment and military officials, and to stop the recruitment and use
of child soldiers. The Co-chairs likewise call on the Sri Lankan
government to take decisive action to ensure that killings are
stopped and paramilitaries are disarmed immediately as re-
quired in the Cease-Fire Agreement.

We recognize that most Sri Lankans understand that the
only path to a better future is through negotiations aimed at'a
peaceful settlement. The Co-chairs continue to call on the gov-
emnment and the LTTE to bring about substantial and concrete
progress in the peace process.

The Co-chairs commend the untiring efforts of Norway to
facilitate a peaceful resolution to this conflict, and the Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission (SLMM) in carrying out the monitoring
of the Cease-Fire Agreement.”

Tsunami reconstruction: The Co-chairs support the com-
mitment by the President, her government and the LTTE to

‘rapidly implement the structure to administer tsunami assist-

ance in the North and East. The Co-chairs recognize the impor-
tance of the Muslim community in the functioning of this struc-
ture. We believe such a structure will facilitate effectiveness
and equity in tsunami assistance, and can help build confidence
between the two sides. We urge the immediate signing of the
agreement in order to ensure proper flow of reconstruction aid
to tsunami victims in the North and East.

The Co-Chairs call on all donors, private and public, to
tailor their reconstruction activities in the North and East to
the specific humanitarian situation, particularly the need to
observe a balance between the victims of the conflict and those
of the tsunami.”

US support for Joint

Mechanism

June 14 - Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian Af-
fairs Christina Rocca, testifying before the United States House
of Representatives International Relations Subcommittee for
Asia and the Pacific on Tuesday June 14, said the division
within the Sri Lankan government and the absence of trust
between the government and the LTTE, which continues to use
assassinations and suicide bombers, underscoring their charac-
ter as an organization wedded to terrorism and justifying their
designation as a Foreign Terrorist Organization are the main
reasons for the breakdown of the peace process.

However, Rocca said that the United States primary goal in
Sri Lanka is to help the country end more than a decade of
bloody conflict between the government and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. She told the House panel, which over-
seas the South Asian region and frequently reviews United
States foreign policy priorities in the region and assesses re-
lated opportunities and challenges to American interests, that
the U.S. continues to support Norway’s facilitation of a peace
settlement in Sri Lanka.

The Assistant Secretary continued to say that the recovery
from last December’s tsunami pre-empted the peace process
as the primary concern of both parties for the past several
months. “With the Norwegian assistance, both parties have
been negotiating an agreement to regulate the distribution of
tsunami reconstruction aid. This agreement, a Joint Mecha-

nism, is an opportunity to build trust between the parties and
is therefore an important contribution to the peace process
should it come to fruition. President Kumaratunga has publicly
committed herself to signing the Joint Mechanism, but she
faces serious challenges from members of her government who
oppose the mechanism.” She said the United States firmly
supports her plan to sign the Joint Mechanism and remains
prepared, along with other donors, to help Sri Lanka address
urgent post-conflict reconstruction needs. The goal of peaceful
reconciliation will need to help guide our (US) post-tsunami
reconstruction assistance.

Sivaram murder suspect
remanded in custody

June 14 - One of the suspects in connection with the
assasination of veteran journalist Dharmeratnam Sivaram was
remanded till June 20 at the Kaduwela Magistrate courts on
Tuesday (14), reports from Colombo said. The suspect who is
believed to be an ex-PLOTE cadre was brought to the courts
with heavy security and was produced before the Magistrate
Champa Janaki Perera by a Special Police team investigating
the murder. Another suspect was released by the courts as he
was found no involvement in the assasination of Sivaram.

An identification parade is to be held when the suspect is
produced before the Magistrate again on June 20, according to
the police. Legal sources said the Courts barred media from
using names of suspects.

On June 13 police investigators said they had. arrested two -
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men in connection with the April 28th murder of Dharmaratnam
Sivaram. According to D.S.S. Lugoda, Director of the Colombo
Crime Division, the two men were arrested early morning on
Monday (13) in Maharagama, twenty miles off Colombo after
evidence linking them to Mr. Sivaram’s stolen mobile phone led
officers to their location.

Mr. Arumugam Sri Skandarajan, alias “Peter”, and Mr.
Veluthan Nallanather were taken into custody without inci-
dent. Mr. Skandarajan was in possession of Mr. Sivaram’s
mobile phone SIM card. A vehicle believed to have been used in
the kidnapping and murder was also confiscated at the time of
arrest.

Skandarajan is reported to be a Colombo area organizer and
vehicle driver for the People’s Liberation Organization of Tamil
Eelam (PLOTE). According to police, the vehicle allegedly used
in the assassination belongs to the PLOTE. Skandarajan, a
member of PLOTE since the early 1980’s, spent five and a half
years in prison for his part in the attempted 1983 coup against
the government of the Maldives. As of yet, there is no specific
information regarding Mr. Nallanather; according to police,
however, they have no clear evidence linking him to the mur-
der, and he may soon be released. Lugoda stated that the sus-
pect had been under investigation since the 2nd of this month
and that he was located by an examination of Sivaram’s tel-
ephone records.

In his statement to the police, Skandarajan claims to have
been approached by an associate on the evening of Sivaram’s
murder. The man wished to borrow the PLOTE vehicle, which
Skandarajan usually drove for the organization. When the vehi-
cle was returned to him early the next day, he was given
Sivaram’s SIM card and told to monitor and record all incoming
calls. According to Crime Division Director Lugoda, the mur-
derers wished to know with whom Sivaram was in communica-
tion. In his statement, Skandarjan claimed that the PLOTE had
no involvement in the assassination. Another PLOTE member,
known only as RR, is also being sought in connection with the
murder, police said. He is expected to be apprehended in the
coming days.

Mr. Kawon, Secretary to PLOTE leader D. Sidarthan, said
when contacted today (13) that he was unaware of any arrest.
“But our party had no intention to kill Sivaram,” he said. “We
have never had any reason to kill him. He left us over 15 years
ago. If “Peter” has been arrested it is based on false information
probably provided by the LTTE.” Mr. Kawon explained that
Sivaram was initially in support of Colonel Karuna when he
split from the main LTTE body in the winter of 2004, but that
he shifted his support back to the main body soon thereafter.
“So you see both would have a reason to kill him much more
than us,” he said.

The People’s Liberation Organization of Tamil Eelam was
founded as a pro-separatist militant group in 1980. Although
originally considered a terrorist organization, PLOTE legiti-
mized their organization by winning seats in Parliament in 1994
(they currently hold no seats). They are opposed to the more
prominent Tamil group, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), and their claim to be the sole voice of the Tamil peo-
ple.

Sivaram began working with the People’s Liberation Or-
ganization of Tamil Eealm in 1982 when he joined the PLOTE
as a member of the Ghandian Movement, an organization affili-
ated with PLOTE. After the eruption of the ethnic conflict in
1983, Sivaram became an active PLOTE militant. In 1988 he

was appointed General Secretary of the Democratic People’s
Liberation Front (DPLF), the political wing of the PLOTE. He
left the front in 1989 amidst ideological differences with the
party’s founder, Kathriagamar Uma Maheswaran who was as-
sassinated in July 1989 resulting from an internal factional
struggle. Sivaram was often fiercely criticized by his former
PLOTE comrades for promoting what many see as a “pro-
LTTE” agenda in his reporting.

D. Sidarthan is the current leader of PLOTE. He has denied
any connection with the murder of Sivaram. Skandarajan too
has told the Police that PLOTE is not linked to the assassina-
tion of Sivaram.

(Arthur Rhodes, The Reclaim Initiative in Colombo)

Tribute to Sivaram

May 29 - Several colleagues from Colombo media, friends
and relatives attended the memorial service held Saturday (28)
in honour of Dharmeratnam Sivaram, popular military analyst
and senior member of TamilNet editorial board who was ab-
ducted and killed on 28 April. The event was held at the St.
Andrew’s Scots Kirk Church in Colpetty, Colombo.

Prof. K. Sivathamby, Free Media Movement representa-
tive and freelance journalist Mr. Ravi Chandralal, Sunday Times
Deputy Editor Mr. Rajpal Abeynayake paid tribute to the slain
journalist.

“Though many believe that Sivaram loved only certain re-
gions of Sri Lanka, from the close friendship I had, which tran-
scended racial politics, I can honestly say that Sivaram loved
Sri Lanka, north, east, south and west,” said Mr Abeynayake.

Former Island editor Mr. Gamini Weerakoon, Hindu Corre-
spondent in Sri Lanka, Mr. Sambandan, former Daily news
Editor Mr. Lakshman Gunasekera, civil society leaders Mr.
Pakiasothy Saravanamuttu, Jehan Perera and Sunila Abeysekara
also attended memorial service.

Journalists honour: More than one hundred media person- -
nel, covering their mouths with black bands and carrying Au-
gust flowers in their hands, gathered in front of the Parliament
building at 3.00 pm on May 29 despite heavy showers to show
their respect to the murdered military analyst and popular jour-
nalist Dharmeratnam Sivaram who was killed a month ago,
sources said.

Media colleagues marched along the Japan -Sri Lanka friend-
ship highway to the spot closer to the Parliament building
where veteran Sivaram’s body was found. He had been shot in
the head at close range. The march was organised by the Hiru
Sinhala bulletin with the coordination of Sri Lanka Tamil Me-
dia Alliance (SLTMA) and the Sri Lanka Free Media Move-
ment (FMM).

Participants carried a photograph of Mr. Sivaram in the
one hour long march and placed the photo at the spot where
Sivaram’s body was found. Along with floral tributes speeches
were also made by media friends of Sivaram at this event to
mark the first month of his abduction and murder.

Mr. Rohitha Bashana from the Hiru paper in his speech
said that Mr. Sivaram was murdered for his writings. The kill-
ing was against the freedom of speech and everyone who wants
to promote freedom of speech should come forward and fight
to keep that right. Many Sinhala alternative media personnel
and Tamil media personnel participated in the march.
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SLMM chief on LTTE airpower

May 27 - Asked how the reported acquisition of one or
two aircraft by the Liberation Tigers could be deemed a viola-
tion of the ceasefire agreement, when the massive acquisition
of weaponry by the Sri Lankan state was not counted as a
violation, the head of the international truce monitors in Sri
Lanka, Hagrup Haukland, said that the Sri Lankan government
had a legitimate right to arm itself, while the LTTE did not.

The Sri Lankan government had the legitimate responsibil-
ity for the defence of Sri Lanka and all of Sri Lanka, its land, sea
and air and thus it had a much larger responsibility than the
LTTE, the head of the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM)
was quoted as telling the Foreign Correspondents’ Association
(FCA) in Colombo on 27 May.

“The acquisition of aircraft by an organisation like the LTTE
means a lot. It is a serious matter, which impinges on Sri Lan-
ka’s security. India is concerned too,” Mr. Haukland was quoted
by press reports, including one in the Hindustan Times, as
saying.

“The skies over Sri Lanka were under the sovereign control
of the government of Sri Lanka. Any flying in Sri Lankan skies
would have to have the express sanction of the Sri Lankan
government. As for the use of international air space, that was
also controlled by international agreements. Flying by an un-
recognised group like the LTTE would therefore be against
international law,” Mr. Haukand was quoted as saying.

“The LTTE is recognised only in so far as the ethnic con-
flict and the peace process in Sri Lanka are concerned,” he said.
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Mr. Haukland said that the SLMM had not actually seen the
aircraft the LTTE is alleged to possess and therefore could not
say if they existed or not.

“We do not know if they have an aircraft,” Mr. Haukland
said, adding he himself had seen an airfield from a helicopter
but did not see any aircraft there. Asked what would happen if
the Sri Lankan Air Force were to bomb the LTTE airbasé,
Haukland said: “That would be war.”

India to promote grassroots
level projects

June 9 - Indicating a significant shift in its development
agsistance policy vis-a-vis Sri Lanka, Indi