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Political Killings and Human Rights

While the rest of the country is experiencing a carnival of campaigning for the
island's most powerful position, the executive presidency, in the run up to the
November 17 poll, the orgy of politically motivated violence continues unabated in the
Northeast. For the most part while the east has been the main theatre of political
killings ever since the former LTTE commander, Karuna, defected from the LTTE in
April 2004, the northerly move of this ugly phenomenon has now raised its head
quite menacingly.

The brutal murders of two College principals - Principal of Kopay Christian
College Mr Nadarajah Sivakadatcham, and the Principal of Jaffna Central College Mr
Kanapathy Rajadurai - within twenty-four hours of each other on 11 and 12 of this
month are as cowardly as they are reprehensible. Until their lives were so callousty
snuffed out, they were leading educationists, well respected members of the civi
society they served, and much valued assets of the community as a whole. Besides
being pure and simple criminal acts, such killing of unarmed civilians and non-com-
batants would have constituted gross violations of human rights, including the most
fundamental of all rights, the right to life, even in situations of conflict and war. But
what is most appalling and unacceptable is that these murders and other politically
motivated killings have occurred at a time when it is claimed that there is a ceasefire
in force. The sheer fear and the feeling of mental suffocation that grip the civilian
population in these areas as a direct consequence of such killings and other intimi-
datory acts of violence are quite manifest.

Itis a matter of record that Tamil-on-Tamil internecine violence has claimed more
number of politically motivated killings during this period of ceasefire than during the
immediately preceding period of war.

No peace process or a ceasefire can survive if parties constantly and fre-
quently have recourse to the language of violence and killings. Peace talks have
been stalled since April 2003. The ceasefire is now teetering on the brink. It is in this
background the recent visit to Sri Lanka of lan Martin, the advisor on human rights to
the parties to the peace process, and his expressed views become relevant and
timely.

During the last round of talks held in March 2003, the Government and the LTTE
committed themselves to agree on a declaration of human rights and humanitarian
principles, and Mr Martin was entrusted with drawing up such a draft declaration
including a human rights roadmap. As the peace talks were suspended with the
LTTE puiling out in April 2003, Mr. Martin's task also presumably remained sus-
pended. Now there appears to be a new awareness among most stakeholders,
including the international community, that a commitment by the parties to a human
rights accord containing a declaration of human rights and humanitarian principles
and making provision for an effective international mechanism for monitoring should
underpin the Ceasefire Agreement if the ceasefire is to be sustained and the peace
process is to be taken forward.

Commenting on the current state of affairs, lan Martin said, “I think this is proving
to be a situation where human rights violations are a serious threat to the peace
process because they undermine the confidence of many different sectors of the
population in the process of moving forward. Anybody who wants to see the
process move forward must want to see human rights violations checked.”

It appears that the lesson has now been learnt that progress on the protection
of human rights is a sine qua non for any progress on the peace progress. In lan
Martin's words, “I think it would have been positive if further commitments on human
rights could have been agreed on even outside overall progress on the peace
process... | think any progress in human rights is a positive factor in an overall
process.” :

It is the expressed view of lan Martin that some international investigative ca-
pacity, the neutrality of which might be accepted by both parties, might be useful if
it could then command the co-operation of both parties in carrying out investigations
to establish the responsibility for particular violations of human rights including politi-
cal killings. He said that he would be presenting proposals to the government and
LTTE on how they might proceed on the deteriorating human rights situation. One of
these suggestions might include a plan for an international monitoring body.

A roadmap on human rights containing a declaration by all concerned parties on
all fundamental human rights and humanitarian principles with provision for an inde-
pendent international monitoring mechanism with adequate and effective investiga-
tive capacity is an absolutely essential and urgent necessity in the present deterio-
rating human rights context and if the peace process is to make any meaningful
progress.
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~ Killing of College

Principals condemned

Oct 13 - Two principals of two lead-
ing Colleges in Jaffna in northern Sri
Lanka were assassinated within 24 hours.

The principal of Kopay Christian
College, Mr. Nadararajah Sivakadadcham,
~ was shot and killed Tuesday (11) night
by unidentified gunmen at his residence
in front of his family in Kopay. It is re-
ported that the assassins came in a mo-
tor cycle to his residence, called him by
his name, before shooting him on the
spot.

Military sources said the 59-year-old
principal N Sivakadasam was at his home
in Kopay with his eight-year old child
and wife when two gunmen who came in
a motor cycle stormed into his house and
shot him at close range. The principal
fell dead on the spot.

Indications are that the fifty-nine-
years old school principal’s assassins
might have belonged to the Eelam Peo-
ples Democratic Patty (EPDP) or the
State’s intelligence apparatus.

The fifty-nine-years old school prin-
cipal was a known social activist and the
Kopay Division organisor of Tamil Re-
surgence Task Force sponsored and sup-
ported by the LTTE. Mr. Sivakadadcham
organised the Tamil Women Resurgence
Day events that were held in Kopay
Monday (10). Two gunmen who ap-
proached Mr. Sivakadadcham’s residence
in Kopay North shot at him and fled from
the scene in a motorbike.

In the second incident, Jaffna Central
College Principal, 53 year-old K. Mr.
Kanapathy Rajadurai was shot and killed
reportedly by gunmen belonging to the
LTTE near the main entrance of the
Veerasingham Hall around 3:45 pm on
12 October. He was admitted to the Jaffna
Teaching Hospital in a serious condition
and did not respond to the treatment and
succumbed to his injuries.

Mr. Rajadurai had gone to the
Veerasingham Hall on a motorcycle to
attend a Cultural Show organized by the
Jaffna District Secretariat. Soon after, he
got off from his motor-cycle, gunmen
fired three shots at him at point blank
range in broad daylight. Eyewitnesses
reportedlysaid there were at least four
gunmen at the scene, but only one fired

the shots. ~

It has been reported that some time
back, Mr Rajadurai had received threat-
ening letters from the 2Ellalan force” ac-
cusing him of collaborating with LTTE
opponents. Mr. Rajadorai had reportedly
then visited Kilinochchi and explained to
Tiger leaders that he was not attached to
any political party and that he had only
sought and secured financial assistance
from the Government in which the EPDP
leader was a Minister only for the pur-
pose of carrying out improvements to
the College. A TamINet report described
Mr Rajadurai as “a strong supporter of
the EPDP”.

The murder of the two well- respected
leading educationists has appalled and
shocked the Tamil community in Jaffna.
These barbaric and ruthless assassina-
tions of the Tamil scholars is said to have
sent a wave of emotions amongst the
mass of the people and the student
population.

Hundreds of students of Kopay
Christian College blocked the Jaffna-
Point Pedro roads and Kaithady-Urum-
pirai road at Kopay junction from 12
noon Wednesday (12) and sat in protest
condemning the killing of their principal
Mr. Nadarajah Sivakadadcham. Children
and students sat down at the Kopay junc-
tion, “cross-cutting” Jaffna-Point Pedro
Road and Kaithady-Urumpiray Road.
The traffic has grinded to a halt. “We
demand urgent investigation into our prin-
cipal’s murder and the perpetrators of
the crime identified. Until then we will
continue our protest,” a students’ spokes-
person said.

TamilNet reported that the LTTE has
posthumously conferred the title “Tamil
national patriot” on the slain Mr. Nadaraja
Sivakadadcham, Principal of Kopay
Christian College. The LTTE statement
said, “We strongly condemn the murder
of Mr Nadaraja Sivakadadcham, princi-
pal of Kopay Christian College and presi-
dent of Kopay Region Resurgence Con-
sortium by Intelligence operatives of the
Sri Lanka Army (SLA) and traitors from
Eelam People Democratic Party (EPDP).
Mr Sivakadadcham rendered invaluable
service towards education of Tamil

youths and for the social welfare of his
community in Kopay. Above all, he
worked until his death for the liberation
of his people.

“We wish to convey our sympathies
to his grieving wife, children and rela-
tives who are devastated by his death.
By murdering Mr Sivakadadcham, en-
emies are seeking to dampen our peoples
thirst for freedom. The historical truth,
however, dictates that the incident will
further ignite the fire of national libera-
tion in our people.”

Bishop condemns killings: The re-
cent killings of two principals of two lead-
ing schools in Jaffna has shocked and
saddened all peace-loving Sri Lankans,
Bishop of Colombo Rt Rev Duleep de
Chickera said.

In a statement issued following the
two murders, the Bishop said, “These
are the latest in a series of senseless and
seemingly tit-for-tat political killings of
civilians and are undoubtedly a clear vio-
lation of Article 2.1 of the Ceasefire Agree-
ment. However, the international moni-
toring mission does not seem to consider
it part of their mandate to probe such
incidents. The Government simply can-
not continue to avoid responsibility to
prevent these killings, since these are Sri
Lankans being destroyed by Sri Lankans.
In the prevailing circumstances an inde-
pendent Commission of Inquiry com-
prising competent and reputed persons -
Sri Lankan, Asian and even other inter-
national persons - should be appointed
to probe and identify groups behind the
killings and to make proposals to end this
senseless cycle of violence. Itis only such
a broad-based panel that can withstand
local pressures and intimidations.

These killings are humiliating and de-
stroying the Tamil community and it is
imperative for Tamil political and civil
society leaders and indeed all Sri Lankan
civil society leaders, particularly the re-
ligious, to condemn and ensure that this
self-destruction of the community is
halted.

It is also most timely and appropri-
ate for the two main Presidential candi-
dates to publicly denounce these killings
and to declare their stance. We cannot
wait till the election is over. This stance
will no doubt indicate the leadership they
will offer after the election.”

Peace Council condemns: The Na-
tional Peace Council (NPC) said it is
shocked and saddened by the continued
killings in the North and East. “The lat-

(continued on next page)
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Rights Commission
office ransacked

An unidentified group broke-in into the five storey build-
ing of the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka office in
Kynsey Road, Colombo, early on 12 October and ransacked
the premises. It is suspected that the intruders had entered the
building from its top floor and ransacked all four floors where
files and documents were stored.

The documents and files had been thrown about and the
intruders had poured kerosene on the documents all over the
place. Police also found several match sticks scattered around
the place. Mysteriously, the security personnel manning the
premises had not been aware of the incident.

Sri Lanka’s Human Rights Commission Chairperson
Radhika Coomaraswamy the press that the intention of who-
ever behind yesterday’s incident might have been to threaten
the HRC. She said the HRC believed the motive for the act
could have been to suspend an ongoing investigation of a case.
Ms. Coomaraswamy in a statement yesterday said the HRC
would continue to function to the best of its ability despite the
disruption.

Cinnamon Gardens police Crimes Sub Inspector PAD S
Addaragama said IGP Chandra Fernando had ordered a full
probe into the incident and fingerprints of the intruders had
already been taken by analysts.

Independent inquiry urged: In a joint press release, the
well renowned international human rights organisations, Am-
nesty International and Human Rights Watch, have called for
an independent inquiry into the attack on the offices of the
National Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka. The press
release issued on 13 October states:

An independent investigation should be immediately
launched into the attack on the National Human Rights Com-
mission’s (NHRC) headquarters in Colombo during the early
morning hours of October 12. The NHRC’s offices were ran-
sacked, files were destroyed and newspapers were set on fire.
Kerosene was poured throughout the offices. Although the iden-
tity of the attackers is not yet clear, the attack represents a
serious threat to the work of the NHRC.

“This appears to be an attempt to intimidate the NHRC,
which is the most important human rights institution in Sri

Lanka,” said Natalie Hill, Deputy Program Director of Am-
nesty International’s Asia-Pacific Program. “Such intimidation
must not be permitted. The authorities must take all necessary
steps to ensure that the NHRC is able to carry out its work
independently and in safety.”

While the police have begun an investigation into the inci-
dent, the human rights organizations stressed that an inde-
pendent inquiry is needed. As the NHRC is empowered to
examine violations of rights by state actors, including the po-
lice, it is critical to appoint a neutral and competent body to
investigate the intimidation and threat against the NHRC.

“Given the sensitive nature of the NHRC’s investigations,
which include alleged abuses by the police, it is necessary to
undertake an independent inquiry into the attack and make the
findings public,” said Tejshree Thapa, South Asia researcher at
Human Rights Watch.

Sri Lanka’s NHRC was established in 1997 to independ-
ently investigate human rights abuses. It has recently been
involved in documenting allegations of torture and extra-judi-
cial killings by the police. The NHRC has publicly adopted a
“zero tolerance” policy against police torture, and has estab-
lished a special judge to examine the extrajudicial killings. The
NHRC has also taken a very strong stand against the LTTE’s
recruitment of child soldiers.

PAFFREL concerned
on voting in NE

Leading election watchdog PAFFREL has said independ-
ent elections could not be conducted in the Tiger-controlled
North and East, due to the LTTE controlling all the votes in
these areas and the inability of the main candidates to campaign
in these areas. :

Chairman of the People’s Action for Free and Fair Elec-
tions (PAFFREL) Mr. Kingsley Rodrigo said on 12 October
that the votes of 400,000 people in the North and East would
be decided by the LTTE. He said independent elections cannot
be held in these areas because neither Ranil Wickremesinghe
nor Mahinda Rajapakse could campaign in these areas. “This is
the reality”, said Mr. Rodrigo addressing the media at the first
official PAFFREL press conference after nominations were
handed in for the Presidential Election. As parties would not be

(continued from page 4) .
#dt ones have claimed the lives of two
principals of schools, one of whom en-
gaged in peace programmes organised by
NPC in Jaffna. These killings of civilians
in a time of ceasefire are abhorrent. Prin-
cipals of schools constitute a priceless
asset to their communities who should
be protected, not done away with in this
brutal manner.

The impact of these acts on the psy-
che of thousands of schoolchildren be-
longing to Kopai Christian College and
Jaffna Central College can only scar them
for life.

There have also been several other
killings of civilians in the recent past, in-
cluding those belonging to Tamil politi-

cal parties opposed to the LTTE and to a
relief organisation affiliated to the LTTE.
The NPC totally condemns these kill-
ings of civilians.

In addition the NPC condemns the
ambush of a convoy of LTTE cadre in
Batticaloa in which several were killed
and injured. The NPC sees the continu-
ing killings as tragic evidence of a reliance
on a military mindset in which violence
is the ultimate answer.

It was unfortunate that the 2002
Ceasefire Agreement did not include a
specific human rights monitoring mecha-
nism. In addition, efforts by the Human
Rights Advisor to the Peace Process, Ian
Martin to formulate a Human Rights
Roadmap were not acted upon.

The continuing inability of the Gov-
ernment and LTTE to sit together at the
negotiating table indicates a fatal lack of
vision in problem solving through peace-
ful means. There is an urgent need for
political engagement, and for the devel-
opment of an effective grievance mecha-
nism in which both parties can feel confidence in.

We urge the international community
to continue to demonstrate an active in-
terest in the peace process. We call on
the government and LTTE with the as-
sistance of the international community
to establish a Human Rights monitoring
mechanism that will provide broad-based
institutional support to the present in-
adequate monitoring provisions of the
Ceasefire Agreement.” Q
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willing to post their respective representatives in the polling
stations in the North and East, he said that rigging would go
unchecked in the polling stations in those areas. “It happened
last time. It will happen again” he said.

Mr. Rodrigo also said that of the 13.3 million eligible voters
for this year’s elections, 2.2 million voters would not be able to
vote because of being employed overseas especially in the Middle
East. He said the current election laws provided no mechanism
for these people who were earning money for the country to
vote at elections. “In other countries there are provisions for
citizens abroad to vote either through postal votes, absentee
voting or through voting in the respective embassies,” he said.
PAFFREL met UNP deputy leader Karu Jayasuriya and Min-
isters Anura Priyadarshana Yapa and Douglas Devananda to
urge more legislative support to amend such shortcomings in
the current elections system.

PAFFREL at present has monitors in 22 districts and 160
local government offices. On elections day it will have 22,000
monitors on the ground, two each for every polling booth plus
2,000 mobile observers,

At present 24 international observers from the Non Violent
Peace Force are working with PAFFREL and have been de-
ployed to various districts for pre election monitoring activi-
ties. This is the first time foreign observers are operating so
early and on elections day about 100 members from the Inter-
national Monitoring Mission would be in the country. Repre-
sentatives will be from the US, UK, India, Canada, South Af-
rica, Ghana, Burundi, Japan, Egypt, Holland and South Asia. A
further 25 foreign observers are working with the Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) and about 50 are to
arrive from the European Union. Elections Commissioner
Dayananda Dissanayake has also invited monitors from SAARC
countries and for the first time, international observers will
have permission to enter polling stations.

‘Military and LTTE

in ‘subversive war’

October 15 - Sri Lanka’s military and the Liberation Tigers
are locked in a ‘subversive war,’ visiting Norwegian envoy Major
Gen. (retd) Trond Furuhovde said calling on both sides to exer-
cise restraint.

“This is subversive war [and] both parties are involved in
this,” Reuters quoted Maj. Gen. Furuhovde, the former head of
the international truce monitors in Sri Lanka, as telling the
Foreign Correspondents’ Association.

“The parties, as they are involved in a subversive warfare,
have to show self-discipline. We believe that peace talks is an
alternative which is very useful,” Furuhovde said. “If they use
force, they have to be sure whether it is necessary to use force
and the kind of consequences it could bear, he added. “It is
alarming. All war is alarming. This is dangerous for the ceasefire
and for the country. ... There is no military solution to this
conflict, that’s for sure.”

“We have seen similar warfare going on Iraq, the transfor-
mation of war into something else,” Furuhovde added. “What
we see now, it’s not only criminal acts, it’s also actg of war.”

Scores of LTTE members, Army intelligence officers, para-
military cadres and civilians have died in a cycle of violence
which escalated last year in the wake of the defection to the
Army of a renegade LTTE commander, Karuna.

The LTTE says Sri Lankan military intelligence is deploy-
ing five paramilitary groups in a concerted campaign of vio-
lence against its members and supporters in the eastern prov-
ince. On the other hand, LTTE has been blamed for the killing
of scores of persons belonging to other non-LTTE Tamil groups
and security service personnel.

Norway Special Envoy
meets Thamilchelvan

October 13 - Norwegian delegation led by former Head of
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) and Norwegian Spe-
cial Representative, Maj. Gen. (ret.) Trond Furuhovde met
with an LTTE delegation led by LTTE’s Political Head, Mr. S.
P. Thamilchelvan, in LTTE Peace Secretariat in Kilinochchi
Thursday (13). Discussions focussed on the deteriorating situ-
ation on the ground and the urgent need to reverse the trend by
strengthening the implementation of the Cease Fire Agreement,
a report on TamilNet said.

“We explained in detail the existing situation and the esca-
lating incidents of violence, and killings in the NorthEast to the
Norwegian representatives. The activities of paramilitaries have
increased after we recalled our cadres from Sri Lanka Govern-
ment controlled areas due to harassament and concerns of secu-
rity. We stressed the need to arrest this deteriorating trend and
strengthen the peace climate,” Mr. Thamilchelvan reportedly
said speaking to reporters after the meeting.

“The Norwegian delegations advanced the view the impor-
tance of both sides, the Government of Sri Lanka and the Lib-
eration Tigers meeting directly to resolve the urgent immediate
issues. We responded that we are ready as directed by our
National Leader to meet at any neutral venue for direct talks.
Our position in this regard has not changed,” Thamilchelvan
said.

When asked on the possibility of any talks starting prior to
the Sri Lanka’s Presidential elections, Thamilchelvan said, that
Norwegian Government is working hard to make this happen
but since the decision depends on the views of two parties,
only the Norwegians will have a better insight into this matter.
“We told the Norwegian delegation that activities of
paramilitaries working in Government controlled areas under
the protection of Sri Lanka Armed forces are the main cause for
the increase in violence. This is against the Cease Fire Agree-
ment and needs to be addressed urgently to bring a climate of
peace where the peace process can be advanced,” Thamilchelvan
said.

23 percent increase
in defence expenditure:

October 5 - Sri Lanka’s Finance Minister Dr.Sarath
Amunugama on Tuesday, 4 October, tabled the Appropria-
tions Bill for the next year’s budget of the Government, which
has made provision for the allocation of 69 billion Rupees for
defence expenditure. This is an increase of 13 billion rupees
(23.2 percent) compared to defence allocation for 2005.

The significant increase in the next year’s defence expendi-
ture is the highlight of the UPFA budget which is to be tabled in
parliament on 8 November, nine days ahead of the presidential
poll fixed for November 17. Of the 69 billion rupees, about 61
billion rupees are allocated for the recurrent expenditure and
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8.4 billion as capital expenditure.

The Provincial Councils and Local Government have been
allocated 88 billion rupees (54 % increase from the current
year’s allocation of 57 billion rupees).

The total projected expenditure for the year 2006 budget
exceeds 586 billion rupees,

The sectors of health, education, highways and public ad-
ministration have been allocated Rs: 36 billion, Rs: 33 billion,
Rs: 36 billion and Rs: 43 billion respectively.

Agriculture Ministry will receive 11 billion rupees; Power
and Energy Ministry will receive 10 billion rupees and Fisher-
ies Ministry 4 billion rupees.

12 billion rupees have been allocated for the Ministry of
Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconciliation and 5 billion rupees
have been set-aside for the Ministry of Social Welfare,

eader Somawansa
& slammed ’

j JVP |

Two former army commanders, a retired commander of the
Sri Lanka Air Force and a former commander of the Joint Op-
erations Command (JOC) recently wrote to President Chandrika
Kumaratunga protesting about JVP leader Somawansa
Amarasinghe’s “disband the armed services” speech made at
the Town Hall ground in the presence of Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse. They said they wanted to bring this mat-
ter to the president’s notice as the Commander-in-Chief of the
forces “for appropriate action.”

The letter, signed by Gen. (Retired), Cyril Ranatuna who
was head of the JOC, Air Vice Marshal Harry Goonatileke, Lt.
Gen. Denis Perera and Lt. Gen. Hamilton Wanasinghe noted
that Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse addressed the gather-
ing after Amarasinghe.

The letter written under the banner of the Sri Lanka Ex
Servicemen‘EDs Association said that Amarasin ghe had claimed
that the armed forces have been ineffective in safeguarding the
country’s territorial integrity and called on the prime minister
on his election as president “to disband the armed forces.”

“These statements have been widely condemned by abroad
cross-section of the society, not least by the public, ex-service-
men and servicemen who have been permanently disabled in
the line of duty,” the letter said.

The former chief commanders made the point that not only
was this statement an offence under Section 120 of the Penal
Code, but they consider it a direct indictment on the president
herself given her position as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces.

“You know better than anyone the sacrifices the armed
forces of Sri Lanka have made to preserve the integrity of our
motherland. Over 20,000 servicemen have made the supreme
sacrifice, while thousands more will carry the scars of battle
with them for life,” they said. “It is thanks to their efforts that
Sri Lanka remains an united and sovereign state despite a bitter
separatist war in the North and East, two brutal insurgencies in
the south and widespread acts of terrorism aimed at the ordi-
nary people and the public property in the recent past.” They
regarded Amarasinghe’s indictment of the armed forces and the
call on Rajapakse to disband them a direct affront to the safety
and integrity of Sri Lanka.

“This must be viewed in the background of JVP, which Mr.

Amarasinghe leads, having launched a terror campaign against
the government and the armed forces in the late 1980, and
earlier in 1971 against the government headed by your mother
brutally killing servicemen and their families, and calling upon
them to desert their ranks,” they said.

“We need to be mindful that the services did our nation
proud, and unwaveringly went on to defeat that insurrection,
restore normalcy and protect democracy in Sri Lanka. Ifnot for
the valour of the armed forces, there can be no doubt that the
coups d'etat the JVP attempted in 1971 and 1980s would have
succeeded.”

Saying that Amarasinghe’s demand to disband the army is
an insult to the entire armed force in the country and their
families, the former commanders said that “we believe that
they need better treatment than this,” an analyst noted.

Court Action seeking
arrest of JVP leaders

October 10 - Sri Lanka’s Court of Appeal issued notice on
the Attorney General to appear in court on 25 QOctober and
state his position on a Writ Application filed by Dr. Kumar
Rupesinghe, Executive Director of the Foundation for Co-Ex-
istence (FCE), seeking an order directing the Inspector General
of Police to arrest and charge Mr. Wimal Weerasinghe, parlia-
mentary group leader of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)
for alleged offences of criminal intimidation, insult and annoy-
ance, legal sources said. FCE, though recently formed, has grown
into one of the big NGOs functioning in Sri Lanka mainly un-
dertaking work in respect of conflict resolution and peace.

The petitioner Dr.Kumar Rupesinghe has cited the IGP,
JVP Propaganda Secretary Mr. Wimal Weeravanse, JVP Gen-
eral Secretary Mr.Tilvin Silva, and the Attorney General as
respondents in his application.

According to the writ application, the petitioner has charged
that Mr.Wimal Weeravanse made a speech addressing the meet-
ing of the National Patriotic Movement in Maharagama on 6
April this year warning the non-governmental organizations,
its subscribers and members with specific reference to Dr
Rupesinghe and his FCE, as “traitors” and its members as con-
spirators against the country.

The court issued notice on the Attorney General to appear
and submit his position in regard to the writ application on the
next date and fixed the inquiry for 25 October.

Dr Kumar Rupasinghe in his Writ Application has also
alleged that the omission on the part of the IGP and his serv-
ants in not prosecuting Wimal Weerawansa in terms of the
Penal Law for whatever reason is discriminatory, arbitrary and
unreasonable.

In his application, he charged that Wimal Weerawansa in
his speech at a meeting held at Maharagama on April 6 organ-
ized by the National Patriotic Movement made an extensive
speech warning and criticizing NGOs, its subscribers and mem-
bers with specific reference to him and his Foundation as trai-
tor organizations and its members as conspirators against the
country. He stated that a few days after his said dreadful speech,
Tamilnet journalist Sivaram (Taraki) was abducted in Colombo
and murdered and his body was found on the Parliament Drive,

He alleged that the JVP utilized the State media or govern-
ment concerned Media institutions namely the Rupavahini,
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ITN, SLBC, and the ANCL to promote their ideology of sup-
pressing all other NGOs.

He contended that the specific and provocative warnings
by Wimal Weerawansa were explicitly life threatening, crimi-
nally intimidating, insulting and annoying. He notes that during
the insurgency between 1987 and 1992, the JVP possessed
automatic weapons, other arms and ammunitions illegally. How-
ever, although the JVP entered the political mainstream there-
after at no stage did the JVP hand over the weapons and ammu-
nition to the government or to the relevant authorities, nor has
the governinent called for the handing over of the same.

He alleged that the JVP Propaganda Secretary Wimal
Weerawansa was in a campaign to defeat and ridicule, cause
contempt and develop an element of hatred towards NGOs
specifically those who were advocating a peaceful political
settlement to the ethnic conflict.

He stated that the crux of Wimal Weerawansa’s speech at
Maharagama was that any organization or person involved in
discussing and promoting peace without conforming to the JVP
program were traitors, and as such, such traitors should be
eliminated from society.

Elaborating on the previous conduct of the JVP, he claimed
that during the period between 1987 to 1992, the JVP and its
affiliated organs had jointly and severally committed 6,577
killings, caused tremendous damage to State property, in that
613 buses, 16 bus depots, 16 trains and 24 railway stations
were destroyed and or set ablaze; further 294 Grama Niladari
Officers, 73 tea factories, 79 Divisional Secretaries Offices,
680 post offices, 103 Govijana Seva centers, 8 schools, 16
cooperative society stores were destroyed.

He alleged that the killings included Vijaya Kumaratunga,
Buddhist priests, public servants, politicians, journalists, trade
unionists, professionals, professors, school principals, estate
superintendents and intellectuals.

On inaction on the part of the police, he alleged that the
police neglected or delayed in acting under the law for offences
committed by the members of the JVP. They allowed con-
firmed criminals of the JVP access in and out of the airport
mainly due to fear of reprisals from the government.

Freedom of expression
at stake - FMM

September 22 - Free Media Movement in Sri Lanka has
expressed its concern at the feeling of insecurity and intimida-
tion some famous film-makers in Sri Lanka are subjected to in
recent weeks. The FMM points out to reports of pressure on
film-makers advocating conflict resolution in the country.

In its Press Release on 22 September 2005, the FMM
speaks of a newspaper article tarnishing the image of promi-
nent film directors who have, in their films, strongly advocated
peace and national reconciliation in the country.

The FMM said an English newspaper article on 14
september 2005 has branded the anti-war films by Ashoka
Handagama, Prasanna Vithanage, Sudath Makadivulweva and
Vimukthi Jayasundara as, “New Terrorism,” and “Foreign
Funded Cinema.” Although the four artistes have won laurels at
international festivals and recognition at home, the arricle has
accused them holding brief to the LTTE.

In its Press release, the FMM refers to recent meetings
some senior military officers have had with two of these direc-

tors where the artistes have been subject to verbal abuse and
intimidation. After the meeting, the artisites seem to have ex-
pressed fear of serious repercussions in case of a future war.

Emphasising that, “Artistic interpretation is an inviolable
right of all artistes and media personnel and is linked to free-
dom of expression,” the FMM says that it strongly upholds
the right of artistic interpretation and commends the work of
artistes who explore the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka through
arts and culture.

“We strongly call upon all parties to respect freedom of
expression including the right to creative expression and media
by artistes and film-makers. We urge the government and the
Security Forces to uphold these rights,” says the FMM in its
Press release, insisting that the interests of national security
cannot cloud basic human rights. :

Lack of peace hampered

tsunami reconstruction -

October 13 - Visiting United Nations Under-Secretary-Gen-
eral (USG) for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Co-
ordinator (ERC), Jan Egeland, believes that the tsunami recon-
struction would end within next year, but peace is important
element to achieve a progress in these relief and reconstruction
works.

Speaking to media in Colombo on Wednesday, he said with-
out peace the reconstruction works may be hampered or de-
layed. He pointed out that government’s buffer zone ban was
one of the key reasons for delay in the reconstruction activities
in the Tsunami devastated areas. At present over 100 interna-
tional NGOs and International Agencies are working with the
government in the reconstruction works.

Commenting on the tsunami early warning system, he told
that the UN expects to set up an early warning system with the
help of foreign governments and the government of Sri Lanka.
Jan Egeland pointed out “The last few weeks have again re-
minded us all of the power of nature to bring great loss, suffer-
ing and destruction to the people of the world.” )

The UN expressed its solidarity with the people of Paki-
stan and its neighbours India and Afghanistan following the
devastating earthquake in that region, and with the people of
Central America, following the catastrophic flooding and
mudslides which have also resulted in the loss of many lives, he
told. Jan Egeland said that at the 2005 World Summit many
leaders offered their sympathy and support to the United States
in the wake of the extensive loss of life and widespread de-
struction caused by Hurricane Katrina. ‘

“It is hard to prevent most natural hazards. But we can
work together to prevent so many of them from becoming
natural disasters,” he said. “This is an area where the people
and governments have important responsibilities, and interna-
tional action on all fronts is also often required,” Jan Egeland
said. Replying to media, Jan Egeland said that the UN needs
the support of all the NGOs, International agencies and gov-
ernment to setup the early warning system in the Indian ocean.

He also commended the present progress of the tsunami
temporary shelter programme initiated by the government of
Sri Lanka and the NGOs. He appealed on behalf of the UN to
the government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE to attend the peace
process, as peace is an important element to solve the tsunami
relief and reconstruction activities. Q




OCTOBER 2005

TAMIL TIMES 9

The campaign for the Presidency
in Sri Lanka is gathering pace with
thirteen candidates submitting their
nominations entering the race.

The two main contenders in the
November 17 poll are UPFA candi-
date Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse and UNP candidate Oppo-
sition Leader Ranil Wickremeainghe.

The other candidates in the presi-
dential race are: Ashoka Suraweera,
(Jatika Sanwardhana Sangamaya -
coconut), Anura Sarath Silva,(United
Lalith Front - swan) Anura Soyza
(Ruhunu Janata Party - motorcar),
Chamil Jayalath (New Left Front -
Table), A. K. Jayweera Arachchige
(Democratic Unity Alliance - Two
Leaves), Victor Hettigoda de Silva
Wijedasa (Eksath Lanka Podujana
Party - Cup) Wimal Geeganage (Sri
Lanka National Front - Cricket Bat)
Shantha Dharmadwaja (United Na-
tional Alernative Front - Gate) and
Siritunga Jayasuriya (United Social-
ist Party - Trishaw).

CBK in campaign

Amidst the continuing conflict
over the party manifesto, President
Chandrika Kumaratunga made a
long-awaited appearance at a cam-
paign rally of presidential candidate
Mahinda Rajapakse on 12 October
and reiterated that her party was
committed to the devolution of power
to end the country’s ethnic conflict,
notwithstanding any protest. What-
ever the differences in policy, the
President also threw her weight be-
hind Mr. Rajapakse’s campaign, say-
ing he had the strength and potential
to take the party forward and calling
upon the people to support him in
his bid for the presidency.

Participating in the first presiden-
tial campaign rally, President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga struck a strong
note in favour of peace process lead-
ing to a negotiated political solution
to the ethnic conflict through devo-
lution of power.

Addressing a campaign rally at
Wariyapola, and making a strong ap-
peal to the public to extend support

to SLFP Presidential candidate Pre-

mier Mahinda Rajapakse to become

the President, Mrs. Kumaratunga
urged him to carry forward the vision
and the policies adopted with great
difficulties and pains by the Party
without being influenced by others.
The reference to “others” was obvi-
ous - to the JVP and JHU with whom
Mr Rajapakse had earlier struck agree-
ments, without the approval of his
party, to protect the ‘unitary charac-
ter’ of the country.

President Kumaratunga pointed
out that her party was able to adopt a
new vision to solve the ethnic con-
flict at a time when people had not
heard of the word ‘peace’ in this coun-
try. The fact was that the ethnic con-
flict could only be solved through
the devolution of power. This was the
only alternative to stop the division

_of the country, she said.

“Some people may oppose this
but more than 70 per cent of people
are in favour of this solution as they
see no other solution to it. It was that
vision made us victorious at 11 elec-
tions out of 13 we faced after 1994. It
was our party’s greatest strength,”,
she added saying, “It is a victory for
us to see that Opposition and UNP
leader Ranil Wickremesinghe too en-
dorsing the vision of the SLFP to
which he opposed once, when intro-
duced.”

The President did not fail to use
the occasion to respond to Premier
Rajapakse’s recently reported state-
ment that the SLFP was not a party
owned by the Bandaranaikes. She
turned towards the Premier and said:
“The Prime Minister spoke the truth.
Our party is not written to anybody.
Neither to the Bandaranaikes nor to
anyone else. It is a people’s party.”
She further said that the SLFP was
the model of democracy in the coun-
try, which sticks to democratic path
whilst other parties resorted to vio-
lence.

Prime Minister Rajapakse in his
speech was in a more conciliatory
mood and pledged to safeguard party
policies, and that he would not

breach the confidence reposed in him
by President Kumaratunga and 23
other political parties. He believed the
President should not retire from poli-
tics but should be there to guide the
party. “The people of this country will
not allow her to retire in her present
age. We need her to guide us in poli-
tics in the future too,” the Premier
added.

Foreign Affairs and Tourism Min-
ister, Anura Bandaranaike did not at-
tend the rally. Significantly, there were
no JVP leaders at the rally.

However, Anura Bandaranaike
speaking to journalists in Colombo
recently said the country could not
be managed by implementing the eco-
nomic policies advocated by the JVP
and he believed that Premier and
presidential candidate Mahinda
Rajapakse should cancel the agree-
ment with the JVP if it was detrimen-
tal to the country., and should follow
SLFP policies on the ethnic issue and
other important matters. Mr. Bandar-
anaike said he also would attend sev-
en rallies where the President would
be present and he would explain SLFP
policies on the ethnic issue and eco-
nomic matters.

He said the P-TOMS agreement
signed by the government and the
LTTE could not be cancelled just to
please the JVP and the Prime Minis-
ter must remember it was he who pre-
sented the agreement in parliament.
Mr. Bandaranaike said he and Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga held
similar views on the peace process
and would continue talks with the
LTTE though the Tigers had violated
the ceasefire agreement on some
3000 occasions, the worst being the
killing of Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar. He said any statement
saying there would be no talks with
the LTTE was a virtual declaration of
war and the people who held such
extremist views would realize the
value of the ceasefire agreement if
bombs started exploding again.

In an apparent reference to the
JVP leader’s call to disband the secu-
rity forces if they could not fight ter-
rorism, Mr. Bandaranaike referred to
how the security forces had quelled
the insurrections of 1971 and 1988.
Ranil in joint efforts
to end ‘separatism’

The former Sri Lankan Prime Min-
ister and presidential candidate, Ranil
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Wickremesinghe, has said that he
would work with his main political
foes, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) to end the island-nation’s
long-running problems, if he were to
win the November 17 poll.

“The two main parties must work
together and that is what I aim to do,”
Mr. Wickremesinghe, one of the two
major contenders for presidency, told
a press conference in Colombo. “We
have to come together and pull the
country out of the mess it is in,” he
said. Mr. Wickremesinghe, who re-
cently proposed populist measures
including more jobs and a promise to
check deficit financing in his mani-
festo, said one of the main problems
was the rising cost of living. “The
main issue are people’s issues,” he
said. His manifesto, which he said
was the “People’s Agenda” has three
key slogans - defeat hunger, end un-
employment and prevent separatism.
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse
from the SLFP is the other main con-
testant in the race.

The manifesto identified “irre-
sponsible and limitless printing of
money” as the reason for the rising
cost of living. He promised not to
print currency to meet deficits, while
taking steps to “strengthen the ru-
pee and reduce the increase in cost
of living.” He has also listed prices at
which essential commodities such as
milk powder and lentils would be
sold.

Conflict resolution, he said, was
“very high on the priority.” The SLFP
and the UNP had a “broad accept-
ance” on it including sharing of pow-
ers, he said. Mr. Wickremesinghe
promised “ending separatism”, re-
commencing the peace process and
finding a lasting solution to the
“north-east problem within a united
Sri Lanka.” His manifesto said an
agreement between the Government
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam and “between the two main
parties themselves” was required to
arrive at a “durable peace.”

UNP fears abuse of Budget process

The UNP has challenged the
government to spell out why it was
insisting on presenting the 2006
Budget in Parliament on November
8, just about ten days before the
Presidential polls.

The Government presented an

Appropriation Bill for 2006 recently
in sharp contrast to the regular and
conventional position where a Vote
of Account should have been pre-
sented because of the upcoming elec-
tion.

The UNP’s finance spokesman
Bandula Gunawardena said it was
likely the government would allow the
Budget (Appropriation Bill) 2006 to
be defeated which would mean that
the life of the current Parliament
would be deemed dissolved — thereby
advancing the date for the next Gen-
eral Election.

Mr. Gunawardane said the gov-
ernment might also use the Budget
to give a series of election promises
which would virtually be impossible
to deliver. He said it was likely that
there would be a series of welfare
measures which would help the gov-
ernment convince the people that the
Presidential election manifesto and
the budget welfare measures overlap
each other. “However, this is the first
time an Appropriation Bill is pre-
sented in the House with an immi-
nent Presidential poll,” Mr. Gunawa-
rdane said.

He said, the Government should
be aware that there existed a Fiscal
Management (Responsibility) Act
brought in by former Finance Minis-
ter K.N. Choksy as part of the Finan-
cial Sector Reforms Committee. That
Act prevented ruling Governments
from doling out goodies on the eve
of elections as a vote catching gim-
mick.

This legislation which was bind-
ing on all Finance Ministers, ensured
that all election related expenditure
such as sudden salary hikes to pub-
lic servants, sudden lowering of pe-
troleum prices and costs of other es-
sentials with these motives would not
be allowed. This piece of legislation
also specified that if there was an ur-
gent piece of legislation regarding
some benefits that had to be passed
in the best of national interests at the
time of an election, the incumbent Fi-
nance Minister would have to table a
statement in terms of the policy in
relation to the justification of such
expenditure.

Sangaree’s Plea

Claiming that the ceasefire agree-
ment had not taken the country any-
where near a settlement to the North,

East conflict but had only helped the
Tigers to stabilize themselves, the
Tamil United Liberation Front leader,
V. Anandasangaree, in a letter ad-
dressed to the two main candidates
in the race for the presidency, ap-
pealed to the Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse and the Opposition leader
and UNP candidate Ranil Wickre-
masinghe to give top priority to the
settlement of the ethnic problem
“which is far more urgent and impor-
tant than any other issue we are fac-
ing today.”

“We have had enough loss of life
and property and can’t afford to lose
any more. Above all the people are
living in constant fear and tension.
No one wants things to go on like
this indefinitely.”

Saying that the Cease-firc Agree-
ment (CFA) signed over 3 1/2 years
back has not take us any where near
the solution, but has helped only the
LTTE to stabilize themselves in areas
held by them and to bring under their
control more areas held by the Gov-
ernment, Mr Sangaree says that the
only consoling factor is that the war
has stopped and that there are no
more deaths at the battle front. But
the killings go on unabated and the
people in the LTTE held areas con-
tinue to live under the subjugation
of the LTTE with no hopes of being
liberated by the Government.

His plea to every political party
involved in the campaign is to give
full pressure to the Candidates whom
they are backing to take the ethnic
issue out of the Presidential cam-
paign and to announce a solution
based on a Federal Structure within a
United Sri Lanka. Also to assure the
country that everyone whatever sec-
tion one belongs to, will be treated
as equals and enjoy all rights with-
out any discrimination on any
grounds.

The fear that a Federal Solution
will end up in the division of the coun-
try is baseless. There are a number of
countries in the world where federal-
ism has thrived and all the citizens
living in peace enjoying all rights like
the others. Furthermore the Indian
stand that it will not support the de-
mand for separation should allay the
fears of those who think that the
country may divide into two.

Mr Sangareel strongly urges that
both the candidates should declare
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that a solution to the ethnic problem
will be found jointly, by both agree-
ing to take it up soon after the elec-
tions irrespective of who wins,

Left Parties support Mahinda

““The working people must first ex-
amine the reason why we, five left
parties, CP, LSSP, DLF, SLMP and
DVIJP decided to extend support to
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse
and ensure his victory, as a victory
for Mahinda will be a victory for the
working people in Sri Lanka,” Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist Party
of Sri Lanka and Minister Dew
Gunasekera said.

He said that this decision was ar-
rived at by the five parties after much
deliberation even though there may
be reservations about the MoU
signed with other parties.

“There were four reasons why we
decided to extend our support to
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse
“The existing balance of forces in the
current political situation in the coun-
try and we believed that through this
victory we could change the balance
in favour of the working class.”

“When one looks at two main par-
ties SLFP and the UNP the UNP is
following neo-liberal policies being
rejected throughout the world and
Mahinda is committed to following a
pro-people economic policy” he said
when one takes the two principle can-
didates UNP opposition leader Ranil
Wickramasinghe and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse Mahinda is more
accessible to all the people and he
feels the pulse of the nation.

“So taking his experience as a par-
liamentarian and Minister since 1970
one will have to give more weightage
to Mahinda as an individual. That is
why left parties decided to extend our
fullest support to Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse and ensure his
victory. We have decided to have
joint and other meetings throughout
the country in support of Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Rajapakse to obtain a
mandate for peace and devolution
against the neo-liberal economic poli-
cies of the UNP.”

CWC support for Ranil
After keeping everybody in sus-
pense, Ceylon Workers’ Congress

Leader Arumugan Thondaman broke
his silence at last. At a press confer-
ence held in Colombo, Mr Thonda- -
man said that his party had decided
to support Opposition Leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe at the forthcoming
Presidential election, but not without
showering lavish praise on Presi-
dent Kumaratunga in whose cabinet
he and his party collegues had loy-
ally served.

The CWC was undecided for a
long time and had several delibera-
tions with its members on whom it
should support at the Presidential
polls. The CWC had submitted 19
proposals to Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse and the Opposition Leader
Ranil Wickremesinghe and held talks
individually with them. Both the can-
didates had agreed to implement the
proposals, Mr Thondaman said.

However, his party finally decided
to support Ranil Wickremesinghe.
One of the 19 proposals was that the
community development function of
the Estate Infrastructure and Commu-
nity Development Ministry should be
implemented through Savumia-
moorthy Thondaman Memorial Foun-
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dation, which is headed by Arumu-
gan Thondaman, and allocations
should be made to implement a three-
year development plan prepared by
the Ministry.

At the press conference Thonda-
man said the issue of Upper Kotmale
was a ‘closed subject’.

Though the CWC decided to sup-
port Ranil Wickremasinghe and its
Ministers resigned from the cabinet,
its leader Arumugam Thondaman in
a letter to President Kumaratunga
conveyed his “deep sense of grati-
tude and appreciation of myself per-
sonally and the members of the CWC
for the encouragement, initiative and
assistance to plan and implement vari-
ous schemes for the uplift of the In-
dian Origin Tamil community in the
Plantations,” adding “Given your
dynamic and charismatic qualities of
understanding and leadership I have
no doubt that you will play a clearly
visible and constructive role in guid-
ing the destinies of our nation in the
years to come.

It is my belief and hope that the
bonds of friendship that have char-
acterized our relationship will con-
tinue unabated.”

CWC breakaway for Mahinda

The CWC leader Arumugam
Thondaman’s decision to support
the UNP candidate Wickremasinghe
in the presidential election has trig-
gered split within the CWC. CWC
heavy-weights ex-MPs P. P. Devaraj,
S. Sathasivam, T. V. Sennan andmany
others have broken away and formed
the Ceylon Workers Alliance (CWA).

A delegation of the CWA had re-
cently met Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse and extended their whole-
hearted support to ensure his victory.

At a press conference in Colombo
on 11 October, CWA General Secre-
tary S. Sathasivam said that as the
CWC leader Mr. Thondaman had be-
trayed the poor masses and if some-
one was trying to gain power riding
on the backs of the Indian Tamil popu-
lation he should countered forthwith
without any delay by the CWA.

He told journalists that conse-
quent to the discussions they had
with the Premier Mahinda Rajapakse,
it was the candid view of the CWA
that important issues pertaining to
the Estate Tamil community must be
addressed by incorporating them in
the Mr Rajapakse’s election mani-

festo, and hence
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they would be sup-
porting the Presi-
dential candida-
ture of Mahinda
Rajapakse.
Sathasivam said,
“although a writ-
ten agreement was
not inked and ex-
changed between
us, nonetheless
there is a firm un-
derstanding betw-
een us, based on a
mutual underst-
anding and trust.”
Elaborating on
their proposals to
Mahinda Rajapa-
kse, Sathasivam

trary arrests and
detention of the
Tamils should be
stopped. The edu-
cational standards
of Indian origin
children should be
uplifted with facili-
ties for higher edu-

said that the arbi-

cation, vocational training among
others. The appointments of ad-
equate teachers and the establish-
ment of a University for the hill coun-
try was proposed. The need for pri-
mary education too was stressed.
Due to rampant malnutrition in the
Plantation sector, the provision of a
mid-day meal had been requested for
school children.

In addition to the subsidy offered
to flour, due consideration should be
given to the rising cost of living,
which aggravated the already poor
living standards of the estate com-
munity. Immediate steps should be
taken to re-negotiate the workers’
Joint Collective Agreement between
some trade unions and the Ceylon Em-
ployers’ Federation, in this regard.

The appalling health conditions
now prevailing in the plantations sec-
tor should be re-examined and steps
taken to enhance infrastructural fa-

" cilities, and hospitals provided with

Tamil speaking nurses. The Tamil of-
ficial language policy should be im-
plemented and Tamil Grama Sevakas
should be appointed to Tamil speak-
ing districts. The Divisional and As-
sistant Divisional Secretariats should
be manned by officers proficient in
the Tamil language.

Adequate and proper housing
and loan facilities for the same,
should be provided for the estate
workers, instead of the ‘linerooms’,
which create a host of social prob-
lems. \

An environment in which the
Tamil speaking people could live with
dignity and honour, in par with the
other communities, should be cre-
ated.

Mahinda Rajapakse had pledged
to consider all these proposals hith-
erto and incorporate a separate chap-
ter on the rights of the estate com-
munity, in his election manifests,
Sathasivam added.

SLMC support Ranil

The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
has decided to support and campaign
for the victory of the UNP candidate
Ranil Wickremasinghe.

The Muslim National Alliance has
also pledged its support to UNP
leader and presidential candidate
Ranil Wickremesinghe. MNA leader
Hafiz Nazar addressing a news con-
ference recently said his organization
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had decided to support Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe, as he had agreed to their
proposals on the peace process.

The MNA comprises six political
- parties namely, the United Muslim
Party, the Democratic United Alliance,
the Sri Lanka Muslim Party, the
United People’s Muslim Alliance, the
North East Muslim Congress and the
Ashraff Congress.

Mr. Nazar said most of the MNA
proposals had been included in the
UNP manifesto, including having a
Muslim delegation at the peace talks,
creating a Ministry for war—displaced
persons, expediting tsunami relief
operations, finding a solution to the
ethnic conflict acceptable to all com-
munities in the country, developing
the South Eastern University, en-
hancing facilities at Oluvil harbour,
initiating housing schemes for Mus-
lims in Colombo, providing employ-
ment opportunities for Muslims and
improving the war ravaged infrastruc-
ture of the northeast,

Meanwhile, Former Deputy Min-
ister and Airport and Aviation Serv-
ices chairman M. L.A.M. Hisbullah
has formally announce his return to
the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress at a
news conference held in Kattankudi
in the presence of party leader Rauff
Hakeem. He commended Mr Hak-
eem’s efforts to sustain the party’s
impact on national politics and hailed
the SLMC decision to back UNP
presidential candidate Ranil Wick-
remasinghe as a prudent one,

Mr. Hisbullah, whose home base
in Kattankudy, was a former deputy
chairman of the SLMC and later
deputy chairman of the National
Unity Alliance (NUA) led by Mrs
Ferial Ashroff.. Another dissident,
former Parliamentarian H.M.M.
Harees is also expected to rejoin the
SLMC shortly.

Mr. Hisbullah said continuous
discrimination against the community
made it obligatory for the country’s
Muslim leaders to unite under one
umbrella and added he expected mem-
bers of other SLMC breakaway
groups to follow suit.

The MNA has put forward some
demands which include: recognition
for Muslims as a national race; iden-
tify the Muslims as a separate ethni-
city; devolution of power to settle the
ethnic conflict on the basis of Feder-
alism; ensure the Muslims’ right to

internal self-determination; and im-
mediate implementation of the Con-
stitutional provisions to conduct the
referendum in the Eastern Province
with regards to the temporary merger
of the Eastern Province with the
Northern Province.

Polling clusters in uncleared areas

Arrangements have been made to
set up polling stations in the North
and East on a cluster basis to enable
the people in the LTTE held areas to
vote in the upcoming presidential
elections.

Officials of the Assistant Elec-
tions Commissioner’s offices in Jaffna
and Batticaloa told the media that
necessary security measures would
be put in place for the election under
the instructions of the election com-
missioner.

Batticaloa district Elections As-
sistant Commissioner T. Krishnanan-
thalingam said that out of 353 polling
stations in the district 88 were in the
“uncleared areas” (LTTE controlled
areas) with 80,443 registered voters.

Transportation would be provi-
ded for voters from those areas at

- state expense as in the previous gen-

eral election. Meanwhile, an official
from Jaffna District Assistant Commi-
ssioner’s office who preferred to be
anonymous said that 103 polling sta-
tions including 95 in Killinochchi and
8 in Paruthithurai (Pt. Pedro) were in
the uncleared areas comprising nearly
98,000 voters. The alternative poll-
ing station would be set up in
Muhamalai for those voters.

Re-poll even for minor incidents

Elections Commissioner Dayana-
nda Dissanayake stressing that he
would not hesitate to nullify results
of a polling station in the event of
even a minor incident, has directed
his deputies to be ready for a possi-
ble re-poll on November 19, an Elec-
tions secretariat spokesman said.

Hosting a meeting at the Elections
Secretariat at Rajagiriya to outline
pre-arrangements and the administra-
tive duties during the upcoming presi-
dential polls, Dissanayake said the
State Printing Corporation was al-
ready printing the ballot papers to be
used for a re-poll. The meeting was
attended by District Returning Offic-
ers and Assistant Elections Commis-
sioners.

Making a special statement after
receiving nominations from 13 presi-
dential hopefuls, the polls chief cau-
tioned that he will go for a re-poll in
any of the polling stations if any form
of violence is reported by his offi-
cials. He urged the candidates and
their supporters to act with restraint
and honour the rule of law. Conduct-
ing election in the North and East was
among the topics discussed at the
meeting.

The Elections Commissioner also
specified the guidelines and criteria
to be observed by media institutions,
specially the State media, in report-
ing Presidential election related infor-
mation accurately and impartially.

The guidelines specified in the rel-
evant legislation to ensure an impar-
tial Presidential poll under secret bal-
lot are as follows:

1. All information related to the
conduct of the Presidential elec-
tion on November 17, 2005 may
be published correctly without
causing injustice to any candi-
date.
2. During the period of election
nothing should be published par-
tial to any candidate. Any news,
partial to any candidate, pub-
lished in a foreign newspaper
should not be reproduced in lo-
cal newspapers.
3. The candidate concerned
should be allowed to respond to
any news published, provided the
candidate thinks that the news
had been published incorrectly or
in a manner to defame him.
4. In the case of interviews all in-
formation related to the organiza-
tion sponsoring the interviews,
organization or the persons pro-
viding financial provisions,
method of interviews etc. should
be specified.
5. Head of State, Ministers and
political party leaders should
have the right to reply and explain
matters relating to statements
made by them in public meetings
when such statement are pub-
lished.

6. News and current affairs should

be published correctly and impar-

tially.

7. These guidelines are general

and media institutions should ob-

serve codes of ethical conduct

prepared voluntarily by them. Q
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Rights Expert, Martin
in Sri Lanka

Ian Martin, International Human
Rights Advisor to the Peace Process met
with Jayantha Dhanapala, Secretary Gen-
eral of SCOPP on Monday, October 10.
The discussion focused on the current
status of the peace process and the need
to address human rights issues as a mat-
ter of urgency within the current peace
process.

During the discussions Dhanapala,

indicated the need to move forward on
“the basis of the decision taken by the
GOSL and the LTTE at the sixth round
of talks in March 2003 in Hakone, Ja-
pan, which called upon Martin, to de-
velop three aspects for a proposed hu-
man rights ‘road map. These aspects
were:

1). The drafting of a declaration of
human rights and humanitarian princi-
ples.

2). The planning of a programme of
human rights training for LTTE cadres

and government officials, police and
prison officials.

3). Proposals for the strengthening
of the Human Rights Commission of Sri
Lanka to enable it to develop the capac-
ity for increasingly effective monitoring
throughout the country.

Dhanapala, reiterated the commit-
ment of the Government to decisions
taken at Hakone, and indicated that the
government was keen to move forward
with a draft declaration on human rights
and humanitarian principles. In this re-
gard Dhanapala, presented proposals for
inclusion in the draft declaration.

Martin recognized the need to ad-
dress human rights issues and agreed to
seek the views of the LTTE, after which
he will present proposals to both parties
for consideration. Martin emphasized
the need for an effective monitoring
mechanism, which the GOSL supported.
Martin will be visiting, Kilinochchi on
13 and 14 October
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round of peace talks
in his personal ca-
pacity as an expert
on human rights to
assist the parties
address human rig-
hts issues within
the peace process.

He visited Bat-
ticaloa and Kattan-
kudy on Sunday 9
October 2005, and
met with the
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izations in the area.
He will also
meet with Minister
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of Defence and Law
and Order Ratnasiri

Wickramanayake,

Minister of justice John Seneviratne and
the Commissioners of the Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka, in relation to
the other two elements of the road map
that the parties have agreed on.

Martin meets LTTE: Mr Ian Martin,
met with Head of the LTTE Political
Wing, S P Thamilchelvan, Head of
Tamileelam Judiciary, Mr Pararajasin-
gham and Head of Tamileelam Police, Mr
Nadesan, separately in Kilinochchion 13
October to discuss matters related to
strengthening human rights structures in
the NorthEast, TamilNet reported.

During the meeting at the LTTE Peace
Secretariat around 12 noon, Thamil-
chelvan expressed his appreciation to Mr
Martin for his continued engagement and
commitment to matters related to human
rights in the NorthEast and pointed out
the incorporation of Mr Martin’s sug-
gestions in the Interim Self Governing
Authority proposals (ISGA), the report
said.

Mr Martin reportedly told Thamil-
chelvan that he was willing to be of as-
sistance to the Tamil people in strength-
ening the instruments for safeguarding
human rights currently led by the North
East Secretariat on Human Rights
(NESOHR).

Through Mr Martin, Thamilchelvan
extended invitations to other human
rights activists to visit Tamil areas and to
witness for themselves the living condi-
tions of the people. Mr Martin then vis-
ited the TamilEelam Law College and
complemented Head of Tamileelam Judi-
ciary, Mr Pararajasingham, on the pro-
gress made by the judicial branch in in-
corporating provisions for protecting
human rights in the penal code. He also
met with Judges and attorneys and
briefed them on the importance of legis-
lation to strengthen human rights, the
report added.

Earlier in the morning, at the NESO-
HR facility, Mr Martin witnessed the
release of 26 underage youths who vol-
unteered to join the LTTE to their par-
ents. Following this event, Norwegian
embassy officials, Ms. Solfried Lien, an
Executive Officer at the Norwegian For-
eign Ministry, and the Second Secretary
at the Norwegian Embassy met with
NESOHR officers, the TamilNet report
said.

Govt stresses rights declaration: The
government on 14 October stressed that
human rights must take precedence in any
peace process and should not be made
subservient to the improved working of
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the cease-fire agreement. In a state-
ment issued shortly after being in-
formed of Ian Martin’s discussion
with the LTTE regarding the pro-
posed declaration on human rights,
the government’s peace secretariat
quoted Jayantha Dhanapala as reaf-
firming the government’s commitment
towards a human rights declaration
as had been agreed by both parties
during the last round of peace talks
in March 2003.

During discussions with Interna-

tional Human Rights Advisor lan
Martin, the peace secretariat chief
also emphasised the need for an ob-
jective monitoring process. He stated
that effective monitoring was essen-
tial for meaningful progress on hu-
man rights,

Mr Martin met Dhanapala on his
return from Kilinochchi, where he
conferred with the political leadership
of the LTTE. Martin conveyed to the
government that the LTTE had
wanted progress on a human rights
declaration to be deferred until issues
relating to the cease-fire had been ad-
dressed.

The advisor had agreed to con-
tinue his efforts with both parties in
progressing beyond the decisions
taken at the sixth round of talks in
Hakone, Japan, in March 2003. Dur-
ing these deliberations he was re-
quested to develop an effective
roadmap to address Human Rights is-
sues within the peace process. At the
sixth round of talks in March 2003 in
Hakone, Japan, the proposals under
the roadmap initiative by Martin were
reflected in decisions taken on hu-
man rights issues

The government wants to de-
velop three aspects for a human
rights roadmap. These are the draft-
ing of a declaration on human rights
and humanitarian principles; the
planning of a programme of human
rights training for LTTE cadres and
government officials, police and
prison officials; and proposals for
strengthening of the Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka to enable it
to develop the capacity for increas-
ingly effective monitoring through-
out the country.

Martin’s media briefing: Address-
ing a media briefing, Mr Martin ad-
mitted that he had failed to secure

agreement from the Tigers on a vital

human rights declaration. He also
said that further commitment on hu-
man rights outside of the ceasefire
agreement would have a positive im-
pact on the overall peace process.
The LTTE has maintained that
progress on a human rights declara-
tion would have to be deferred until
talks start on reviewing the cease-
fire agreement. “Certainly, I think it
would have been positive if further
commitments on human rights could
have been agreed on even outside
overall progress on the peace proc-
ess,” Martin told reporters at the end
of his visit. “I think any progress in
human rights is a positive factor in
an overall process.”

Commenting on the current state
of affairs, Martin said, “I think this is
proving to be a situation where hu-
man rights violations are a serious
threat to the peace process because
they undermine the confidence of
many different sectors of the popu-
lation in the process of moving for-
ward. Anybody who wants to see the
process move forward must want to
see human rights violations che-
cked.”

Asked specifically as to who were
to blame for a declaration on human
rights not being reached, Martin re-
plied: “The government have indi-
cated that they would like now to dis-
cuss a joint declaration. The LTTE is
saying that they think it should await
the commencement of the review of
the cease-fire agreement.” He said
that he would be presenting propos-
als to the government and LTTE on
how they might proceed on the dete-
riorating human rights situation. One
of these suggestions might include a
plan for an international monitoring
body, he said.

Asked whether the LTTE had
been agreeable in principle to such a
monitoring body, Martin said: “I was
quite careful in the words I used.
They said that this would be a useful
suggestion but something to be dis-
cussed within the framework of re-
view of the ceasefire agreement.”

As for the State, Martin said: “The
government... indicated an interest in
considering proposals for strength-
ening monitoring with an additional
international element.”

The advisor had also discussed
investigations into political killings
with the two parties. “Anyone must
deeply deplore the political killings
that have been going on and, sad to
say, have gone on in the course of
my short visit,” he emphasised add-
ing, “The right to life is clearly the
most fundamental of human rights.”

The LTTE says most killings oc-
cur in government controlled areas
and that they are attributed to the
LTTE without proper investigations
or evidence. The security forces
counter that they are unable to pur-
sue investigations into LTTE con-
trolled areas.

“In that context, I raised the ques-
tion of whether some international in-
vestigative capacity, the neutrality of
which might be accepted by both par-
ties, might not be useful if it could
then command the co-operation of
both parties in carrying out investi-
gations to establish the responsibil-
ity for particular killings,” Martin said
adding, “That’s something I’ll con-
tinue to explore in the proposals I
make following this visit.”

Martin said he took up the issue
of underage recruitment with the
LTTE and said the Tigers should ful-
fil its commitment to stop recruitment,
pointing out that it was a promise they
had made on many occasions. He
also said further initiatives should be
taken to address the needs of the war
displaced.

Ian Martin has visited Sri Lanka
on two previous occasions, in March
2003 and May 2004, in his capacity
as the human rights advisor to the
peace process.

lan Martin was the Secretary Gen-
eral of Amnesty International from
1986 to 1992. He was subsequently
Director for Human Rights on the UN/
OAS mission in Haiti 1993, 1994/5,
Chief of UN Field Operations in
Rwanda 1995-1996’ Deputy High Rep-
resentative for Human Rights in
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1998-1999,
Special Representative of UN Secre-
tary General in East Timor 1999 and
Deputy Special Representative of
Secretary General in Ethiopia and
Eritrea 2000-2001. Currently, Martin
is the head of the UN Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights
in Nepal. 0




16 TAMIL TIMES

OCTOBER 2005

EU imposes travel
ban on LTTE leaders

September 27 - The European
Union has barred the Tamil Tigers
from visiting its member states and
said it was “actively considering” list-
ing the LTTE as a terrorist organisa-
tion. Condemning what it referred to
as the “continuing use of violence
and terrorism by the LTTE,” the EU
said it wanted the Tigers “to take im-
mediate public steps to demonstrate
their commitment to the peace proc-
ess and their willingness to change.”

The full text of the EU statement
released by the UK, which presently
chairs the EU sated as follows:

“The European Union hereby de-
clares its condemnation of the con-
tinuing use of violence and terrorism
by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). The pursuit of politi-
cal goals by such totally unaccept-
able methods only serves to damage
the LTTE’s standing and credibility
as a negotiating partner and gravely
endangers the Peace Process so
much desired by the people of Sri
Lanka.

The European Union repeats its
condemnation of the shocking mur-
der of Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar and of so many others in
Sri Lanka in recent weeks.

The European Union is actively
considering the formal Listing of the
LTTE as a terrorist organisation. In
the meantime, the European Union
has agreed that with immediate effect,
delegations from the LTTE will no
longer be received in any of the EU
Member States until further notice.

The European Union has also
agreed that each Member State will,
where necessary, take additional na-
tional measures to check and curb il-
legal or undesirable activities (includ-
ing issues of funding and propa-
ganda) of the LTTE, its related or-
ganisations and known individual
supporters.

The European Union furthermore
repeats its serious concern at the con-
tinuing recruitment and retention of
child soldier cadres by the LTTE and
reminds them that there can be no
excuse whatsoever for this abhorrent
practice to continue.

The European Union takes this
opportunity to underline the State-

ment of 19 September by the Co-
Chairs of the Tokyo Donor Confer-
ence calling on the LTTE not least to
take immediate public steps to dem-
onstrate their commitment to the
peace process and their willingness
to change.

The European Union calls upon
all parties in Sri Lanka to show com-
mitment and responsibility towards
the peace process during the coming
period of elections and to refrain from
actions that could endanger a peace-
ful resolution: and political settlement
of the conflict.”

Statement by Sri Lanka Co-Chairs

At an earlier meeting of the Co-
Chairs of the Tokyo Donor Confer-
ence, who met in New York on 19 Sep-
tember reaffirmed their strong sup-
port to Norway as facilitator and a
federal solution as a framework. The
Co-Chairs called on the Liberation
Tigers to end political assassina-
tions, recruitment of under age youth
and underlined the responsibility of
the Sri Lankan government to “dis-
arm or relocate” paramilitary groups
from the NorthEast. They expressed
fear that the Cease Fire is facing its
“most serious challenge”.

The Co-Chairs of Sri Lanka’s do-
nors, the US, EU. Japan and Norway,
called on the Tamil Tigers and the Sri
Lankan government to resume talks
on the implementation of the Cease-
fire Agreement. The Co-Chairs con-
demned the assassination of Sri
Lankan Foreign Minister Kadirgamar
in August and whilst not explicitly
blaming the LTTE, said “this uncon-
scionable act of terrorism casts pro-
found doubt on the commitment of
those responsible to a peaceful and
political resolution of the conflict.”

The Co-Chairs’ meeting was hos-
ted by Mr. Vidar Helegesen, State
Secretary, Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and attended by EU
Commissioner Mrs. Benita Ferrero-
Waldner, Special Representative,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
Mr. Yasushi Akashi, US Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asia Mrs.
Christina Rocca, and Mr. Tom Philips,
Director South Asia and Afghanistan
with Britain’s Foreign Office.

The full text of the Co-chairs’
statement issued by the US Embassy
in Colombo after the meeting stated
as follows:

“The Co-Chairs of the Tokyo
Donor Conference in support of the
peace process in Sri Lanka metin New
York on 19 September to discuss the
current situation in Sri Lanka, follow-
ing the assassination of Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister Kadirgamar.

“The Co-Chairs reiterate their un-
equivocal condemnation of the as-
sassination of the Foreign Minister.
This unconscionable act of terrorism
casts profound doubt on the com-
mitment of those responsible to a
peaceful and political resolution of
the conflict.

“The Co-Chairs call on the LTTE
to take immediate public steps to dem-
onstrate their commitment to the
peace process and their willingness
to change. An immediate end to po-
litical assassinations by the LTTE
and an end to LTTE recruitment of
child soldiers are two such steps.

“The Co-Chairs believe that the
peace process between the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) is fac-
ing its most serious challenge since
the Ceasefire Agreement came into
force in February 2002. The Cease-
fire Agreement remains the essential
anchor of the peace process and is
put at grave risk by the continuing
violence. Effective implementation of
the agreement is the responsibility of
the Government of Sri Lanka and the
LTTE.

“The Co-Chairs commend the
Government of Sri Lanka for its re-
straint following the assassination of
Foreign Minister Kadirgamar and for
its willingness to discuss the Cease-
fire Agreement with the LTTE. The
Co-Chairs are disappointed that the
LTTE have not agreed to the pro-
posed venue for talks with the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka about implemen-
tation of the Ceasefire Agreement.
The Co-Chairs urge both parties to
engage constructively with special
representative of Norway, Major Gen-
eral Furuhovde, during his planned
visit in October to find practical ways
of improving implementation of the
Ceasefire Agreement.

“The Co-Chairs deplore the ac-
tivities of paramilitary groups, which
fuel the cycle of violence and unrest.
The Co-Chairs underscore the re-
sponsibility of the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment under the Ceasefire Agree-
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ment to disarm or relocate these
groups from the north and east.

“The future of Sri Lanka lies in
the hands of the people of Sri Lanka.
The forthcoming elections are a time
of political choice in Sri Lanka. It is
natural that there will be vigorous
debate on the best way forward in
the peace process. The Co-Chairs
look to all parties to refrain from vio-
lence and from statements and acts
that could undermine progress to-
ward the peaceful resolution of the
conflict after the elections.

“The Co-Chairs hope that the
peace process will be reinvigorated
following the elections. The Co-Cha-
irs reiterate that a peaceful resolution
of the conflict can only be achieved
through a negotiated political settle-
ment that follows the principles
agreed in Oslo in December 2002 to
‘explore a solution based on a federal
model within a united Sri Lanka, and
which ensures democracy and full re-
spect for human rights and the legiti-
mate rights of all ethnic groups.

“Nearly a year has passed since
the tsunami, and the Co-Chairs reit-

erate that the international commu-
nity remains fully committed to im-
plementing the pledges made for tsu-
nami reconstruction. Cooperation
between the Sri Lankan government,
the LTTE and the Muslim community
will be important for sustainable re-
covery in the north and east.

“Finally, the Co-Chairs wish to
thank outgoing Norwegian Foreign
Minister Petersen and Deputy Min-
ister Helgesen for their tireless efforts
at facilitating the peace process in
Sri Lanka. We reaffirm our strong sup-
port to Norway as facilitator.”

LTTE urges reconsideration
TamilNet reported that the Politi-
cal Head of the Liberation Tigers, Mr.
S. P. Thamilchelvan appealed to the
European Union for reconsideration
of the recent decision made by the
EU that “delegations from the LTTE
will no longer be received in any of
the EU Member States until further
notice.” At a news conference held
at Kilinochi, Wednesday (September
28) evening, Mr. Thamilchelvan
pointed out that the EU’s move was

ill-timed to coin-
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helvan recalled
that EU’s support
was a key factor
in the LTTE’s de-
cision to enter
into negotiations

with the Government of Sri Lanka.
“We urge the European Union to de-
sist from being partial to one party
and to rescind its recent declaration,”
Thamilchelvan said.

In an interview with TamilNet,

Warning that the European Un-
ion’s declaration would be interpreted

. by Colombo as providing tacit sup-

port to its policies and therefore
would likely harden Colombo’s views
and approach to the peace process,
Thamilchelvan, told TamilNet that the
announced restriction on receiving
LTTE delegations in EU countries,
had ruined the trust Tamil people had
in the EU, and had caused irrepara-
ble damage to prospects for peace.

He said that the EU “declaration
is based on unsubstantiated charges
by the Sri Lankan government. It is
lopsided and issued-without taking
into consideration the opinion and
the just arguments of the Tamils, an
equal party to the peace process. The
declaration has caused irreparable
damage to prospects for peace and
has ruined the trust the Tamil people
had on the International Community.

The announcement effectively
blocks the opportunity and facilities
available to representatives of the
Tamil people to present their case di-
rectly to the members of European
Union and has denied international
community access to truth.”

“The European Union, instead of
pressuring the political leaders of the
South to negotiate in good faith, has
chosen to penalise the Liberation Ti-
gers, disregarding the feelings of our
people. As an equal partner seriously
committed to a peaceful negotiation,
we are concerned that this will imp-
act the future progress of the peace
process. Also Colombo’s views and
stand on the peace process will harden
as it will interpret the EU’s declaration as provid-
ing tacit support to its policies.”

He further said, “The declaration
deprives us not only of a neutral
venue, but also denies the Tamil side
a respectable and symmetric position
at the talks. It also denies an oppor-
tunity for us to meet the Tamils in
Diaspora to exchange views and get
their 'support. The EU Declaration is
likely to cause Tamil people to lose
faith in the peace process.” o




18 TAMIL TIMES

OCTOBER 200%

Presidential election campaignﬁ

and some false options

Kethesh Loganathan

The Presidential Election campaign
appears to have peaked even before the
filing of nominations by the candidates,
which is scheduled for this week.

Barring a switch at the last moment,
the issues that are being placed before
the electorate by the key contenders
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse and
Leader of the Opposition Ranil
Wickremesinghe have been projected in
the media and knowingly or unwittingly
fueled by the candidates themselves as a
contest between three sets of options.
They are:

(i) Appeasement or War,

(ii) Unitary or Federal;

(iii) Closed or Open Economy.

It is this writer’s contention that these
are false options aimed at confusing and
confounding the electorate and that the
truth lies somewhere in the middle. Let
me elaborate by going through these three
options.

Appeasement or War?

Colombo-based Peace organizations
as well as the UNP have been castigating
the demand for a redesign of the peace
process, review of the CFA and Norway’s
role and sanctions onthe LTTE as a recipe
for war, since it is argued that the LTTE
would find these positions untenable and
provocative and therefore would opt for
the only option it knows - namely, war.
On the other hand, the Mahinda
Rajapakse campaign, led by the JVP and
supported by the JHU, (at least for the
time being and for different reasons), has
been focusing on the threat to Sri Lan-
ka’s sovereignty and territorial integrity
brought about by the policy of appease-
ment pursued by the UNP whilst in
pOWET.

The campaign is focusing on the dan-
ger of the appeasement policy being ad-
vanced further if Ranil Wickremesinghe
is elected, and the creation of conditions
for secession by the LTTE with its ISGA
proposals as the precursor. In other
words the options placed before the Sri
Lankan People (read: Sinhala) may be
summed as follows: Ifwar isto be averted
one must continue with the offer of in-
centives to the LTTE or what could be

broadly termed the appeasement ap-
proach.

On the other hand, if the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Sri Lanka is
to be safeguarded then what one needs is
a belligerent defence policy as well as the
marginalization of the LTTE.

In reality, what is ignored is that there
is a range of options between appease-
ment and war, which is precisely what
the candidates need to focus on instead
of dabbling in false dichotomies. In fact
neither appeasement nor war is tenable
or desirable. The policy of appeasement
has clearly failed to transform the LTTE,
as manifest in the wake up call issued by
the EU by imposing a travel ban and other
restrictions on the LTTE, while reserv-
ing the option of listing the LTTE as a
proscribed terrorist organization for its
continuing terror killings and child con-
scription. That the State may be either
directly or through proxies engaged in
extra-legal and extra-judicial killings is no
excuse to tolerate the culture of impu-
nity that is masquerading in the guise of
appeasement and incentives to the LTTE.
Of course, that is no reason as to why
the State should itself benefit from im-
punity if allegations of extra-judicial and
proxy killings leveled against it by the
LTTE are true.

Be that as it may, it is abundantly
clear that war is not an option that the
State or the LTTE would want to exer-
cise at the given juncture. While interna-
tional pressure and logistical and man-
power constraints would make the LTTE
think twice before going for a protracted
war, it is equally clear that the State would
think thrice before going to war. This is
despite the clarion call by the JHU and
armchair militarists that LTTE should if
necessary be militarily annihilated. All
indications are that the Sri Lankan State
and the military machinery is neither
psychologically nor materially equipped
to wage a protracted war against the
LTTE which perhaps may be what pro-
moted Somawansa Amerasinghe to de-
clare that if the security forces cannot
defend the country then it should be dis-
solved! In any event, what we may end
up withis a continuation of psy-ops and

proxy or low intensity hostilities by both
parties. But then, this is precisely what
has been going on from the time that the
ceasefire agreement (CFA) was signed
and is nothing new. It must be clearly
understood that a peace process cannot
be advanced through an endless process
of appeasement of the LTTE without reci-
procity or by holding the peace process-
hostage to the constant threat of war.

What is realistic however is to ex-
plore the range of options that lie be-
tween appeasement and war. This could
be broadly termed as critical engagement
of the LTTE on issues relating to human
rights, humanitarian and interim solutions,
while broad-basing and democratizing the
peace process by bringing in other legiti-
mate stakeholders like the Muslim pol-
ity and the Tamil democratic alternatives.
Meanwhile, a concerted attempt should
be made to evolve a package of constitu-
tional and political reforms aimed at a
permanent negotiated settlement to the
unresolved National Question. Without
such a package it will be nigh impossible
to engage not only the LTTE, but also
the Tamil democratic alternatives and the
Muslim polity on negotiations on a du-
rable and a just political and constitu-
tional settlement to the Ethnic Question.

This brings us to the next set of op-
tions paraded in the on-going election
campaign, namely, the Unitary or Fed-
eral dichotomy.

Unitary or Federal?

Again, it must be clearly understood
that there is no single blueprint or sys-
tem that epitomizes these concepts.
There are unitary modets which have in-
corporated substantial autonomy and
devolution of power to the periphery and
there are federal models where the State
continues to jealously safeguard its cen-
trality within the federal political sys-
tem. This is something that any student
of political science knows and is aston-
ishing that the debate is presented as a
straight cleavage between the two con-
cepts. What is paramount is the formu-
lation of a constitutional and political
system that suits the Sri Lankan situa-
tion and addresses the primary contra-
diction at present, namely the National
Question. Any solution must not only
address the causes of the conflict, but
ensure the acceptability and sustainability
of the remedy. What is basically required
therefore is a model or a system that en-
sures regional autonomy with substan-
tial powers on matters that relate to iden-
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tity, security and socio-economic ad-
vancement of the region and the people
who inhabit it, in a manner that any fu-
ture changes, for better or for worse,
should be carried out only with the con-
sent of that people and region. In this
sense, it is clear that the existing unitary
constitution is woefully inadequate, to
put it mildly.

Human rights and democracy further
should constitute the twin props on
which these models are located. But, to
argue that the debate in Sri Lanka is only
between the existing unitary constitution
and an abstract and undefined federal
model is to engage in a false debate and a
false set of options.

In this regard the Oslo Communiqué
where the two parties committed them-
selves to explore a federal structure is
exactly what it says and nothing more. It
must be understood that the Roadmap
to Peace or to a reformed and a restruc-
tured State need not be a single route.
There are bound to be detours or alterna-
tive paths, but all heading in one direc-
tion. That ought to be the focus of the
policymakers and the peace constituency
~ as well as the Presidential candidates,
rather than engaging in a disingenuous
play on words and concepts to confuse
and confound the electorate. But, what-

ever may be the political and constitu-
tional model, it will be reduced to naught
ifit does not lie on a solid economic foun-
dation. Hence, we turn to the next set of
false options being bandied about in the
election campaign - namely, an open or a
closed economy?

Open or Closed Economy?

It needs no gainsaying that there is i

no economy in the contemporary
“globalised” world that is entirely open
or closed. The advanced capitalist coun-
tries, which espouse neo-liberal economic
policies based on liberalization and pri-
vatization could not have reached their
present heights without going through a
process of protectionism and State in-
tervention - a process which in fact con-
tinues even in those developed econo-
mies.

The same would apply to the newly
industrialized countries, including the
“Asian Tigers”. Likewise, import-sub-
stitution and export-orientation are not
mutually exclusive, while privatization
and liberalization aimed at reducing the
role of an over- burdened State does not
mean the total withdrawal of the State
on matters relating to social welfare, hu-
man and infrastructural development.

What is needed in Sri Lanka is a path

of development that ensures equity with
growth. While growth rates are impor-
tant, a “fetish” ness may set-in where a
high percentage growth rate is seen as
the panacea for all maladies, disregarding
the quality of the growth centres and the
backward and forward linkages needed
for sustainable and equitable develop-
ment. Likewise the negation of growth
and sole emphasis on equity will lead to
a situation where there will be no cake
from which one could cuta piece! This is
how the wealth of nations soon get trans-
formed into the poverty of nations. This
then is the real challenge and not a sterile,
hackneyed and irrelevant debate as to
whether the candidates stand for an open
or a closed economy.

In conclusion, it is this writer’s fer-
vent hope that the remaining period of
the Presidential Election campaign is uti-
lised to address these real issues rather
that get bogged down in the quagmire of
false options. Ultimately, the candidates
must realize that it is the middle path
that would capture the imagination of the
electorate and not the clash of extremes,

(The writer is a member of the Board
of Directors of the Centre for Policy Al-
ternatives and Head of its Peace & Con-
Sict Analysis Uniy)
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* Aprincipal fora principal

‘as shadow war moves north

D B S Jeyaraj

Twenty years after former St.
Johns College Principal Charles
Anandarajan was killed by the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam, again
school principals have become tar-
gets of gun toting assassins again.
Tuesday October 11" saw Kopay
Christian College principal Nadar-
ajah Sivakadatcham (54) being gun-
ned down at his residence. In what
seemed a tit for tat killing, Jaffna Cen-
tral College Principal Kanakapathy
Rajadurai (53) was shot dead outside
the Veerasingham Hall the following
day on October 12™. It was almost as
if open season had been declared on
eminent educationists in Jaffna.

It was night around 8.35 pm on
the 11® when two men on a motor
cycle arrived at the Kopay Christian
College Principal’s residence near the
Kalaivani community centre and Li-
brary in Kopay north about 4 km
north-east of Jaffna town. Calling out
to the unsuspecting Principal, the as-
sassins forcibly entered the house.
Sivakadatcham who was watching
television in the company of his wife
and eight year old daughter got ala-
rmed by this intrusion and abruptly
stood up. One of the men trained his
pistol on the principal at close range
and fired away. Forehead shatt-
ered, a blood splattered Sivakadat-
cham fell down while his wife and
child screamed. He was dead on the
spot.

It was broad daylight around 3.40
pm when the Jaffna Central College
Principal arrived at the entrance of
Veerasingham Hall in Jaffna town.
Rajadurai was the chief guest for the
“Navarathri” (Nine nights) cultural
ceremony organized by the Jaffna
Educational Secretariat. Even as
Rajadurai alighted from the motor cy-
cle pillion he was riding, four waiting
youths walked up to him. One of them
whipped out a pistol and fired fatal
shots at point blank range. At least
four bullets entered the head, shou-
Ider, chest and abdomen. The youths
fled on motor cycles as Rajadurai

cotlapsed. He was taken to hospital
but succumbed to his wounds at 4.25
pm.

Symbolic timing

Two principals of leading educa-
tional institutions had been murdered
within twenty - four hours. Jaffna
once known for the regard and re-
spect shown to education and edu-
cationists is reeling from the twin
shocks. The timing of the killings was
symbolically cruel.

The “Navarathri” period is devo-
ted to Durgha, Lakshmi and Sarasw-
athy the divine consorts of Siva,
Vishnu and Brahma respectively . The
first three days are for Durga or
Malaimahal, the Goddess of valour
and war. The middle three are for
Lakshmi or Alaimagal the Goddess of
wealth and blessings. The last three
days are for Saraswathy or Kala-
imagal, the Goddess of knowle-
dge and arts.

In Jaffna where learning and edu-
cation is given pride of place, the last
three days and nights dedicated to
Saraswathy are observed and celeb-
rated in a grand manner. The assas-
sins had chosen to kill two principals
on the 8% and 9* days of Navarathri
where special pooja is paid to God-
dess Saraswathy.

Broad sections of the Sri Lankan
media in Colombo were quick to con-
demn the “usual suspects” for both
nurders. Most journalists attributing
blame on the Tamil Tigers for both
killings had little information inde-
pendent of the Police, Army and Tamil
organizations based in Colombo. The
Government too pointed the accus-
ing finger at the Tigers for both the
killings.

Cabinet Spokesman Minister
Nimal Siripala de Silva told the
weekly Cabinet press briefing that
the Government protested strongly
over the killings by suspected LTTE
cadres and wanted Trond Furhovde
and lan Martin to take the incident
seriously with the LTTE on their visit

to Kilinochchi. “We wanted them to

highlight the human rights violations

by the LTTE specially stressing the

killing of two school principals”, the

Minister said. “According to circum- -
stantial evidence so far unearthed by

the Security Forces and the Police we

believe that LTTE was behind the kill-

ing of the two school principals in’
Jaffna,” the Minister added.

A puerile duel

Before Nimal Siripala de Silva
came out with his revelations an in-
teresting yet puerile duel was enacted
over the airwaves of BBC Tamil serv-
ices regular program “Thamizhosai”.
The LTTE’s Jaffna political Commis-
sar, Ilamparithi, now based in Pallai
told the BBC that both killings were
the work of the state military intelli-
gence with the help of Eelam Peo-
ples Democratic Party (EPDP) Leader
of the EPDP and Northern Develop-
ment Minister Douglas Devananda
denied the allegation on the same
program saying that the Central Col-
lege principal was a “close friend”.
He also added that the Kopay Chris=
tian College principal was “a LTTE
sympathiser until recently.”

Both Ilamparithy and Devananda
were trying to pin both killings on
one party. The LTTE was accusing
the security forces and EPDP of be-
ing involved in both killings.
Devananda on the other hand was
charging the LTTE of being respon-
sible for both killings. The army in-
formation centre, Police, sections of
the southern media and even the cabi-
net spokesperson were ardently toe-
ing the “Douglas line”. The “Ilam-
parithy spin” however was NOT ech-
oed faithfully by Tiger and pro-Tiger
media outlets like “Nitharsanam”,
“Puthinam” and “Tamilnet”.. Their
reporting seemed to indicate that
Sjvakadatcham was killed by minions
of the state while Rajadurai was mur-
dered by the LTTE.

Inquiries made of informed circles
in Jaffna by this writer over telephone
and electronic mail resulted in an in-
escapable conclusion that two sets
of killers had been responsible for the
two murders. The intelligence appa-
ratus of the state seems responsible
for the Kopay Christian College Prin-
cipal’s killing. The LTTE was respon-
sible for killing the Jaffna Central Col-
lege Principal.
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Though the LTTE had been kill-
ing people without restraint over the
past years the killing of Rajadurai
seemed essentially a tit for tat killing.
What knowledgeable Jaffna residents
were concerned about most was
whether this spree of killings would
further escalate. They feared greatly
that the shadow war destroying the
East had now come to the North. The
killing of principals was seen as a har-
binger of evil tidings.

Events of the recent past need a
quick re-run to understand what is
happening now. The LTTE entered
the Government controlled areas in
large numbers to do political work
after the ceasefire. At the same time
members of other Tamil groups de-
scribed derisively as “para-military”
by the Tigers were to be disarmed.
This was done to a great extent by
. the Wickremasinghe government.

The LTTE however observed the
ceasefire in the breach by assassinat-
ing members, ex-members and sus-
pected civilian supporters of non-Ti-
ger groups in the N-E. The LTTE also
targeted suspected informants and
other members of the auxiliary forces.

The ceasefire expressly forbade
such killings but the LTTE went on a
killing spree with impunity. When
queried the “ever-smiling” Tiger po-
litical Commissar Tamilselvan cava-
lierly dismissed the charges saying
the army and Police were responsi-
ble for law and order in the Govern-
ment controlled areas. The Tigers had
nothing to do with the killings, he
used to say. Tamilselvan even sug-
gested that the killings were a result
of internecine feuding within and
among the Tamil groups. Sadly the
Wickremasinghe government and
Oslo seemed incapable of checking
this staggered massacre. The non-
Tiger outfits like the EPDP, PLOTE
and an EPRLF faction reduced their
presence in the N-E and became vir-
tually non-functional in the face of
the relentless Tiger onslaught.

The turning point

The turning point came with the
LTTE Eastern Commander Vinayaga-
moorthy Muraleetharan alias “Col”
Karuna’s revolt. After suffering some
reversals and withdrawing from the
East, Karuna inspired his cadres to
keep resisting the LTTE through hit
and run attacks. Though his rebel-

lion was initially “homegrown”,
Karuna was constrained to collabo-
rate with the Sri Lankan state appara-
tus for reasons of survival. Soon the
tide turned. Karuna’s cadres aug-
mented by ENDLF men began dish-
ing it out to the LTTE. The predator
became prey. The LTTE has restricted
its movements very greatly in the

East now and is almost a non-pres- -

ence in most of the Government con-
trolled areas in the east. It must be
noted that Karuna’s ascendancy was
made possible to a great extent by
the covert logistical support pro-
vided by the state while denying it
overtly.

It was however a different sce-
nario in the North where the LTTE
continued to target its perceived “en-
emies” without any problem. These
included some members of the armed
forces suspected to be military intel-
ligence too. A high watermark of the
LTTE’s unbridled disregard for civi-
lised norms was the brutal murder of
“King” Charlie Wijeywardene, the
Jaffna SSP. This was followed by the
Lakshman Kadirgamar assassination
in Colombo.

It appears that some time after
these killings the green light was
given for an “unofficial operation” in
the North too. It was felt that only an
“eastern type” campaign would help
cut the Tigers down to size in the
North. The idea was to commence a
violent campaign targeting LTTE cad-
res and their perceived supporters.
Ultimately what goes around comes
around. The chickens came home to
roost in the LTTE coop.

Shadow war ;
The LTTE became aware of the

» plan and began initially a media cam-

paign. It highlighted the fact that
“persons” were being sent to the
North to commence a shadow war.
Nevertheless the blueprint for a
shadow war went on as planned. Ac-
cording to an informed source
a contingent of specially trained
Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim security
personnel are now in the north. They
are guided by military intelligence
personnel. They are assisted by some
members of non-Tiger Tamil groups.
The Presidential election also gave
impetus to the shadow war campaign.
It was resolved that the LTTE should
not be given an opportunity like 2004

elections to manipulate polling. A
countervailing force to check and
counter the LTTE was needed. It is
felt that intimidatory violence is nec-
essary to curb the LTTE on the one
hand and manipulate the electoral
system on the other.

The shadow war commenced
sometime in late September. Since
every act of violence is inevitably
linked to the LTTE few suspected that
a clandestine operation had been
launched. Initially all killings and vio-
lent acts in Jaffna were depicted as
Tiger sponsored. But the LTTE obvi-
ously knew which was which.

The Tigers suspected that their
political wing operatives were going
to be victimised. It is said that quite a
few Tiger operatives and agents had
been abducted clandestinely. The
LTTE keeps quiet about it for tactical
reasons as well as pride.

The 30-year old video shop
owner in Uduvil killed a few weeks
ago for example was supposedly a
Tiger agent. He was allegedly shot
dead by an intelligence operative
codenamed “Bandara”. But the
Southern media portrayed it as a Ti-
ger killing while the northern media
parroted the familiar ‘killed by un-
known persons’ line.

The LTTE with peremptory cau-
tion moved its known political cad-
res outside the Government control-
led areas. Ilamparithy now operates
from Pallai near the Muhamalai bor-
der. The LTTE intelligence personnel
and killer squads remain within the
Government controlled areas. Ac-
cording to a news item posted in the
EPDP website sometime ago the Ti-
gers were allegedly targeting a list
of 67 people in a pre-emptive bid to
eliminate potential opposition.. Some
of the recent LTTE violence was di-
rected against these targets.

Unfortunately for the Tigers the
EU has banned travel and called for
an end to assassinations. Yet the Ti-
gers are caught up in a vortex of vio-
lence. If they are to continue their
campaign of killing that will blacken
prospects with the EU and the ban
will continue. But from their perspec-
tive of self-preservation there is no
way out. Even if they retaliate to
some acts the overall blame will be
on them. Already the escalation of
violence after the EU ban has been
noted. Furthermore agent- provoca-
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teurs are likely to provoke the LTTE
into more violence.

The state’s security apparatus
and its Tamil minions are no saints
either. They too are capable of imitat-
ing the Tiger in every way. Jaffna
seems to be on the verge of a shadow
war. Let us also not forget that as far
as Presidential elections are con-
cerned aspiring candidates would like
to get Northern votes but opt for
other choices if they are not assured
of a safe bloc vote. “If the votes don’t
come to me then see to it that no-
body else gets them either” seems to
be the operative credo.

Propaganda war

An important component of this
shadow war is propaganda. There
was a time when the LTTE dominated
with its pioneering access to state of
the art technology. The LTTE was
first with the news and presented it
according to their slant. Now the
wheel has turned. '

There is a plethora of anti-Ttiger
websites. Some are direct. Others are
indirect. The LTTE controls most of

the Tamil media including TV, radio
and printed journals, but there are a
few journals, radios and websites
combating them that constitutes the
‘alternative media’. The continuous
presentation of a solitary perspective,
blacking out and distortion of news,
tarnishing and vituperative attacks
on individuals, sycophantic praise for
Tiger leaders etc has eroded Tiger
media credibility. The alternative
Tamil media is believed more.

As far as the English language
media is concerned the monopoly
once enjoyed by the “Tamilnet” is
over. Besides the website has become
a caricature of its former self after
“Taraki” Sivaram’s death. Other pro-
Tiger English language websites fo-
cus more on attacking independent
individuals on one side and promot-
ing mediocre toadies on the other.
Meanwhile independent, non-Tiger
websites like “lacnet” have greater
credibility.

Thus the LTTE finds itself fight-
ing a losing battle as far as the infor-
mation war is concerned. It is belat-
edly recognizing that sophisticated
technology is no

substitute for
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Contrary to propa-
ganda being

dished out by the state and sections
of the media, Sivakadatcham was and
remained a strong supporter of the
LTTE. He had at one time been sup-
portive of the EPRLF but was now
staunchly pro-Tiger like the EPRLF’s
Suresh Premachandran. It was only a
few weeks ago that his nephew
Nagulan was killed in Vavuniya/
Nagulan, an EPRLF cadre, had quit
politics and was living quietly with
his wife and children in a Sinhala ma-
jority area. The killing was as usual
attributed to the LTTE but there is
some suspicion now that the actual
killers belonged to the EPDP.

A soft target

Sivakadatcham was the General-
secretary of the LTTE sponsored
Tamil Resurgence committee respon-
sible for organizing the Pongu Thamil
demonstrations in Jaffna.. He also
was in charge of the 18" anniversary
celebrations of Lt. Malathy who died
during the IPKF battle on October 19"
1987 in Kopay. She was the first
woman Tiger to die in battle. The first
woman militant to die in battle was
Shobha of the EPRLF who died in the
attack on Naval base at Karainagar
in 1985. Shobha was the sister of
Douglas Devananda. There is some
resentment in EPDP and EPRLF cir-
cles that the LTTE is distorting his-
tory by blacking out Shobha and pro-
moting Malathy as the first woman
martyr. The selection of Sivakadatc-
ham by the anti-Tiger elements as a
“soft” target in the shadow war agai-
nst the LTTE can be understood if
not condoned in this context. If the
killing of a high-profile supporter of
the LTTE was calculated to serid shiv-
ers down the spines of non-combat-
ant Tiger supporters, then the LTTE’s
response was prompt and predict-
able. An equally symbolic target had
to be eliminated to demonstrate that
the Tigers would not take these types
of killings lying down. The retaliation
was as brutal as it was quick. So
Rajadurai was killed by the LTTE
within nineteen hours of Sivakadat-
chams murder.

Rajadurai was already in the
LTTE’s bad books. He was principal
of Jaffna Central College where Doug-
las Devananda had most of his sec-
ondary education. Jaffna Central
College founded by Methodist mis-
sionaries in early nineteenth century
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: of the oldest schools in the
Country. Devananda as Minister sho-
wered the College with attention.
Rajadurai as a dedicated principal
cultivated the influential alumnus and
got a lot of money for school devel-
opment. Many new buildings, class-
rooms and laboratories were put up
through Devananda’s help. Rajadurai
also allowed Central College students
and premises to be used in the edu-
cational program “Kalvikkalam” broa-
dcast over radio.

This perceived closeness to Deva-
nanda was resented by the LTTE and
in May this year the Tiger front
“Ellalan Padai” (King Elara’s force)
issued a leaflet warning Rajadurai. He
was asked to stop all co-operation
with the Government and Devananda
or face the consequences. This was
followed by the LTTE Tamil website
“Nitharsanam” operating in Oslo
with Norwegian funds threatening
him as an EPDP “consultant”.. The
Nitharsanam also warned Rajadurai
that his corpse would be found soon
with a name-board around his neck..
Incidentally this writer and his photo
has also been featured frequently in
this website run by “Oothai Sethu”,
a man linked directly to LTTE intelli-
gence chief Pottu Amman.

The “Nitharsanam” is also very
much in the news these days after its
bizarre question whether Mahinda
Rajapakse would be able to celebrate
his ‘next birthday on Nov 18%. It is
known for its vitriolic and slander-
ous attacks particularly on TULF
president Anandasangaree. It even
doctored photographs to show that
Sangaree was addressing a security
personnel meeting.

Troubled by these accusati-
ons and threats Rajadurai went to
Kilinochchi and met Daya Master,
Balakumaran and “Baby” Ilankum-
aran. He explained his position and
said that he was not of the EPDP,
Rajadurai also said that he was culti-
vating Devananda to get as much aid
as possible for the betterment of the
school. The LTTE told him not to
worry and sent him back.

Rajadurai may have thought that
he was safe. Indeed it may even have
been so. But when a pro-Tiger prin-
cipal was killed by suspected EPDP
gunmen Tiger logic necessitated the

killing of a perceived pro-EPDP prin-
cipal. It had to be prominent, quick
and easy. Rajadurai fitted the bill. It
was open knowledge that he was go-
ing to be at Veerasingham hall. That
was that and his life snuffed out just
like that.

The shadow war

While there is no doubt in most
minds that Rajadurai was killed by
the LTTE there is some doubt about
Sivakadatcham. The security and Po-
lice circles along with Ministers
Devananda and Nimal Sripala De
Silva are trying to pin blame on the
LTTE for this too. Sections of the
media are swallowing this line either
wittingly or unwittingly. The desire
on the part of the security apparatus
and its collaborator Devananda to
blame the LTTE for Sivakadatcham’s
death is obvious For one thing the
launching of a northern shadow war
has to be kept unpublicised. The kill-
ing of a principal for whatever rea-
son will not go down well with the
Tamil public. Moreover Sivakada-
tcham’s killing was the provocation
for the second murder and therefore
deserved greater condemnation.

Thus Devananda and the secu-
rity sources are coming out with con-
tradictory pronouncements. The trou-
ble in all this is that Sivakadatcham
was a known and publicly identified
LTTE supporter. He was on a Tiger
platform even a few days prior to his
death. So Devananda tries to down-
play this by saying that Sivakadat-
cham had arguments with the LTTE a
few days ago. He had allegedly ob-
jected to student conscription. Other
stories planted by security circles are
about Sivakadatcham consistently
opposing conscription of minors, a
change of heart after the EU ban, re-
sentment over his nephew Nagulan’s
killing and about LTTE anger over a
poor show at the Pongu Thamil cel-
ebrations. The LTTE therefore killed
him,

But a Tiger press release was is-
sued stating that the LTTE had
awarded Sivakadatcham a “Tamil na-
tional patriot” - “Nattruppattraalar” -
title posthumously. The Tamil Na-
tional Alliance MPs Eelaventhan.
Sivanesan and Gajenthiran organized
and participated at his funeral. LTTE

intelligence helped organize a week-
long transport stoppage by the
Kopay Christian College students at
the Kopay junction where the Point
Pedro-Jafna road and Kaithady-
Urumpirai roads intersects. A pro-
longed boycott of schools and uni-
versity has begun. Also many lead-
ing education officials participated at
the funeral. All this would have been
impossible if people were aware
that the victim was killed by the
LTTE.

Devananda of course says that
the LTTE is going through this cha-
rade to deflect blame away from them.,
If so why restrict it to Sivakadatcham
alone? Why not apply the same de-
ception to Rajadurai? After all the
Jaffna Central College principal was
more high profile and being blamed
for that killing would be more harm-
ful. Just as the students of Kopay
Christian College are being instigated
into demonstrating by the LTTE
Centralites are being encouraged by
the EPDP. This does not mean that
the students and staff of either Col-
lege do not feel sorrow or pain. Of
course they do. But it is not possible
for such feelings to be demonstrated
publicly without instigation or pro-
tection from powerful forces.

Three factors

Three factors point to the hand
of the security apparatus cum EPDP
in the killing of Sivakadatcham. Firstly
neither the Kopay Police nor an Army
detachment in close proximity came
to the scene quickly after the shoot-
ing. The man was shot at 8. 35 but
the body was removed only after mid-
night. The authorities kept aloof.
What kept the army and Police away
for so long? Contrast this with the
immediate response of the authori-
ties after the Rajadurai shooting.

Secondly there is the phenom-
enon of Devananda and security
sources straining every sinew to con-
vince the world that the LTTE was
responsible. Theories are bandied
about. Hitherto undisclosed informa-
tion is stated as gospel truth to but-
tress these views. The over zealous
attempt to project an impression that
the principal had quarrelled with the
LTTE and was immediately victimised
appears suspicious and infantile.
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Thirdly the response of the anti-
Tiger media and some anti-Tiger trade
unions is indicative. Much mention
is made about Rajadurai The teach-
ers union for example condemns
Rajadurai’s killing but not that of
Sivakadatcham. If both were LTTE
victims then both killings should have
been condemned equally. The per-
ceived imbalance of the response
shows that only one killing was by
the LTTE.

The counterpoint to this is the
LTTE media. There much is being
made of Sivakadatcham though Raja-
durai was more high profile. Rajadurai
is virtually ignored. Though Jaffna is
seemingly mourning for both princi-
pals, an undisguised divide can be
seen. Both sides pay lip service to
the dead principals but each side is
more concerned about the principal
of their choice. The students of each
school are concerned about their
principal but the student body at large
is worried about the whole situation.

One is also able to detect a politi-
cal motive in some of the reporting
about the killings. The principals are

portrayed as people who stood up to

the LTTE in resisting student con-
scription. There is no record of any
Tamil principal collaborating with the
LTTE in conscripting students. Few
however defy the LTTE. The attempt
here is to show that the LTTE killed
them for resisting conscription. The
aim is to blacken the already tar-
nished Tiger image further.

Another aspect is the move to
depict the LTTE as being “anti-prin-
cipal”. It is an LTTE principle to kill
principals is one such quip. The Ti-
gers killed principals like Ananda-
rajah of St. Johns, Jaffna , Kandasamy
of Palugamam MMV, Batticaloa and
Sithamparanathan of Vikneswara Col-
lege, Trincomalee. While these kill-
ings are to be condemned one must
understand that the Tigers did so for
particular reasons. They were not
killed because they were principals.
They were killed in spite of being prin-
cipals for acts of commission or omis-
sion that the Tigers did not agree
with.

As far as the recent killings are
concerned the Tigers killed only one
of the victims. So
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of the LTTE’s ruth-
less violence. No
Tamil journalist
writing in English
has been openly
critical of the LTTE
as this writer. No
Tamil journalist
writing in English
has been attacked
as much by tiger
propagandists as
this writer. Yet this
writer has to state
the truth as per-
ceived by him.
What is missed in
the frenzy to sho-
wer responsibility
on the LTTE for
both murders is
that two sets of ri-

val killers are now running riot in
Jaffna.

Competing violence

The “Thenee” Tamil website is
run by critics of the LTTE in Germany.
It is of high political standard and un-
compromising in its criticism of the
Tigers. One of its report about the kill-
ings of the principals has a hea-
ding “Sabaash! Sariyaana Potti” —
“Wow! What a competition”. In the
film oriented popular culture of Tamils
these lines from the film “Vanchikottai
Vaaliban” (The youth from the for-
tress Vanchi) are etched in collective
memory. It is the scene where two of
the greatest danseuse actresses of
the Tamil screen Vyjayanthimala and
Padmini compete in a dancing per-
formance before the hero Gemini
Ganeshan and the villain Veerappa.
Even as the dance hots up Veerappa
edges forward and echoes the senti-
ments of all viewers by saying
“Sabash. Sariyana Potti”. By describ-
ing the killings as “Sariyana Potti”
the “Thenee” has correctly assessed
that there is the phenomenon of com-
petitive violence in the North.

Northern violence has taken a
qualitative turn. It is no longer going
to be one-sided with the Tigers do-
ing all the killings. Another force has
also emerged. It may be entirely state
sponsored or a reaction of non-Tiger
groups aided by the state. The real-
ity is that two entities are going to
engage in violence against each other
hereafter. The killing of two princi-
pals by two sets of killers indicates
that. The mosaic law of an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth is executed
in Jaffna as a principal for a principal!
The phenomenon of competing vio-
lence is not a simple dance perfor-
mance for people to enjoy and com-
ment about the competition on the
dancing arena. It is far more serious
and sinister. Jaffna runs the risk of
being engulfed in a wave of inter-
necine violence. It does not matter
whether there would be victors or not.
The victims are all going to be Tamil
regardless of their politics. Just as
Eastern Tamils now, the Northern
Tamils too will soon be victims in a
looming shadow war. Q
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The Choice is Federalism
or Separation,

not Unitary or Federal

Dr. S. Narapalasingam

Another phase in the peace effort in
Sri Lanka has emerged with the current
campaign for the Presidential election on
November 17, 2005. But the confusion
over the contrasting ways the two main
contenders hope to secure durable peace
has cast doubts on the feasibility of real-
ising the national objective. Moreover,
the wrangling over unitary and federal sys-
tems and the doubts whether a federal sys-
tem can ensure a united Sri Lanka dispel-
ling the fear of separation are also con-
tributing to the uncertainty. In order to
take a sensible path to peace, it is impor-
tant to recognize the true nature of the
bloody conflict in Sri Lanka that hus de-
stroyed about 65,000 lives. Many vic-
tims were young fighters and non-com-
batants caught in the aerial and suicide
bombings. Although after the assassina-
tion of former Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar, no high profile politician has
been murdered, political killings have not
ceased in the East and North despite the
directive of the international community
to stop this abhorrent practice. The as-
sailants’ leaders only know what kind of
peace they hope to achieve.

This writer in his previous articles
have emphasized the distinction between
- (I) the ethnic problem that originated
with the adoption of the ‘Sinhala Only’
language policy in 1956, fuelled in later
years by other discriminatory policies in
education, employment and development;
and (II) the subsequent armed conflict be-
tween the LTTE and the State. It is true
the latter has its origin in the ethnic prob-
lem but as stated by one former Tamil
politician, the issue for which the LTTE
is fighting is not just the discriminatory
practices that drove the Tamils to the sta-
tus of second class citizens in their moth-
erland but the creation of a separate state
where the hegemony of the Sinhalese will
not prevail. The LTTE has taken an ex-
treme view that it is imperative to de-
prive Colombo any right to_control the
land in the North-East claimed as the “Tamil
homeland’. Liberating the land is the main
aim of LTTE’s struggle, regardless of the

number of Tamil lives sacrificed in the
process. The cynics cite the statement
made at the media conference in April 2002
in Kilinochchi by the LTTE leader V.
Prabhakaran that the authorization given
way back for anyone to kill him if he set-
tles for anything less than Eelam still
stands. Such is the commitment to the
much desired goal. The pursuit for peace
to succeed must take note of both the
past developments that led to the present
crisis as well as the present realities. A
practical method of ending the conflict
will also lay the foundation for building
durable peace. It is abundantly clear from
the events that have occurred since the
February 2002 ceasefire that permanent
peace has been sought by the parties to
the conflict on their own terms, which
have little in common.

2005 Election manifesto

The leader of the Opposition and
UNP Presidential candidate Ranil
Wickremesinghe launched his election
manifesto on 27 September. It has two
sections. The first has three themes - end
to hunger and war on high cost of living;
jobs for abilities; and defeat separatism.
It is the third theme that is of interest
here. Regarding the latter the manifesto
states:

* We will bring about a permanent
resolution to the ethnic problem through
a political solution based on a United Sri
Lanka.

* A consensus reached between the
UNP and the UPFA on the ethnic prob-
lem, the agreement arrived at between the
Government and the LTTE and the Oslo
and Tokyo declaration, which guarantees
the unity, democratic character and terri-
torial Integrity of Sri Lanka, has created
the framework of a solution acceptable to
all communities of the country.

* Guaranteeing the security and pro-
tection of the Eastern province, while guar-
anteeing Muslim representation in the
peace talks, we will also ensure that at all,
times, the views of the Muslim commu-
nity are taken into consideration.

* T request from the people of Sri
Lanka a mandate to reach a permanent
political solution within this framework.
I also request from the people a mandate
to discuss and reach a consensus with the
SLFP to proceed as above.

* We will create a separate Ministry
for the war displaced people in the North
and the East.

In the second section under *“Prob-
lems in the East”, the manifesto states:

* We will establish a mechanism that
will ensure the peace and security of all
people living in the Eastern province.

* A Muslim delegation shall be in-
cluded in the peace talks and views of the
Muslim population will be ascertained at
all times.

* We will speed up the post tsunami
reconstruction and rehabilitation of the
East under the to-be appointed compe-
tent authority. -

* We will improve the standard of the
Eastern University.

* A road network linking the proposed
Wellawaya airport and the Batticaloa dis-
trict shall be built. We will also build a
road linking Kandy with Kalmunai.

* We will establish free trade zones in
the Eastern province to provide employ-
ment to the people of the area.

Although the stated proposals to tackle
the problems in the East are intended to
win the Muslim votes, these challenge
LTTE’s claim to a ‘Tamil homeland’ in
the merged North-East. Peace and secu-
rity are needed not only to the people in
the East but also to the rest of the popu-
lation. However, the problem in the East
is severe because of the fighting between
the LTTE and the breakaway Karuna
group (Tamil National Force) and the hunt-
ing and killing of members of other Tamil
groups and Tamil militants, who are per-
ceived as collaborating with the security
forces. The diverse ethnic composition in
the East with Tamils, Muslims and
Sinhalese each numbering roughly a third
of the total population is also a crucial
factor contributing to the current volatile
situation there. The tension will not just
fade away with the establishment of some
ad hoc mechanism for ensuring peace and
security. A permanent political arrange-
ment is needed to safeguard the rights of
all communities as well as their safety and
security.

The manifesto does not explicitly
mention that the UNP leader favours a
federal solution but this is implied in the
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reference to the framework of a solution
acceptable to all communities of the coun-
try found in the Oslo and Tokyo declara-
tions, which guarantees the unity, demo-
cratic character and territorial integrity of
Sri Lanka. Another significant step men-
tioned in the manifesto is the “request
from the people of Sri Lanka a mandate to
reach a permanent political solution within
this framework” and also “a mandate to
discuss and reach a consensus with the
SLFP to proceed as above”. There is no
reference to the resumption of the peace
talks, the UNF government under his head-
ship had with the LTTE before the latter
pulled out in April 2003 after six rounds
dissatisfied with the ‘progress’ made. The
LTTE submitted its own ISGA propos-
als 7 months later as the sole basis for
resuming the talks. These were rejected
by the Sinhalese and Muslim parties as
well as by India. Some considered the ISGA
as a subtle move towards the creation of
separate state.

UNP Presidential candidate Ranil
Wickremesinghe on September 29 invited
President Chandrika Kumaratunga to
build further upon the UNP and SLFP’s
platform of consensus towards the peace

process. In a letter to the President with
the headline ‘Proposals for Peace in Sri
Lanka’, the UNP leader said, “I have ab-
solutely no doubt that despite our differ-
ences and disagreements, you believe, as |
do, that the only way a just peace can be
established is through a meaningful devo-
lution of power. There has been unanim-
ity between the UNP, the SLFP, the LTTE
and the international community that
devolution should be on the basis of a
federal framework which will enable the
power sharing between the Centre and
the Region. The Oslo Communiqué has
spelt out such a framework for a united
Sri Lanka, and [was] found acceptable by
all the parties mentioned.”

Here the emphasis is on devolution
of power within a federal framework,
which was what the President mooted in
1995, 1997 and 2000. The UNP leader
then obstructed her moves and tore the
draft constitution presented in August
2000. This contained drastically watered
down version of the 1995 devolution pro-
posals. One cannot forget the contribu-
tion of Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam to the 1995
devolution package, which was even ac-
knowledged by Anton Balasingham, the
LTTE ideologue as
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significant, long af-
ter the Tamil intel-
lectual and interna-
tionally renowned
constitutional ex-
pert was assassi-
nated for collabo-
rating with the
Sinhalese leaders to
find a political set-
tlement to the con-
flict in undivided
Sri Lanka. The
LTTE’s willinigness
to consider a federal
solution in Oslo
turned out to be il-
lusive when the
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LTTE’s chief nego-
tiator following its
rejection by his lea-
der announced
there was no such
joint agreement be-
tween the LTTE
and the Govern-
ment.

Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse
who is the SLFP
Presidential candi-
date has notreleased

his election manifesto. The agreements he
has entered with the Sinhala nationalist
parties JVP and JHU are at odds with the
declared position on the ethnic issue of
President Chandrika Kumaratunga, who
is the leader of the SLFP. The agreements
with the JVP and JHU insist on retaining
the unitary structure of the State besides
taking a hard line against the LTTE and.
rejection of the P-TOMS agreement. At
the SLFP central Committee meeting held
on September 30, President Chandrika
Kumaratunga wanted the SLFP manifesto
for the November 17 Presidential election
to focus on a federal solution. The Sun-
day Times of October 2 reported that a
nine-member Committee headed by Pre-
mier Rajapakse was appointed by the cen-
tral committee to “co-ordinate with all
parties supporting him at the upcoming
presidential elections and carry out its
campaign”. This committee will also draw
up the party’s manifesto for the Novem-
ber 17 Presidential elections. According
to press reports, Prime Minister Raja-
pakse has no intention of changing the
commitment he had made earlier. He has
also not mentioned about devolution of
powers within the unitary system.

Itis well known that the JVP is against
devolution and advocates decentralization
of power to the periphery. In hindsight,
LTTE’s rejection of the Provincial Coun-
cil system introduced under the thirteenth
Constitutional Amendment has been sen-
sible as seen from the very limited pow-
ers devolved to the provinces. Devolu-
tion under a unitary system is not the
solution to the vexed problem. It is com-
pletely unrealistic to expect the LTTE to
come to the negotiating table on the terms
announced by the Prime Minister. His
statements that he, himself, would have
direct talks with the LTTE supreme leader
V. Prabharakan to settle all the problems
of the conflict cannot be taken seriously.
It remains to be seen how the diverse
views of government members on politi-
cal solution to the ethnic problem will be
reconciled in the manifesto, especially
when the JVP is deeply involved in mobi-
lizing support for the SLFP candidate
Mahinda Rajapakse at next month’s elec-
tion. The leading campaigners and spokes-
men for Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse are frontline JVP and JHU
members Wimal Weerawansa (JVP propa-
ganda secretary) and Udaya Gammanpila.
According to some observers their role
has made the Prime Minister appear more
as the JVP-JHU Presidential candidate
than of the SLFP. The partnership with
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the JVP and the JHU cannot attract many
votes of both the ethnic and religious mi-
norities. Both the CWC and the SLMC
have declared their support to Ranil
Wickremesinghe. It is uncertain whether
this alienation will be more than offset by
the swing expected from the Sinhala-Bud-
dhist voters. The situation prevailing now
is very different to that which enabled the
late S. W.R.D. Bandaranaike to become the
first SLFP Prime Minister, who success-
fully mustered the votes of the Sinhalese
on the ‘Sinhala Only’ cry. There was no
war and the country did not face any
threat of destruction and separation then.
People are desperate for peace and better
living conditions denied by the prolonged
violent disturbances and misallocation and
mismanagement of resources.

If the Prime Minister’s manifesto in-
sists on retaining the unitary structure
which is admitted even by many Sinhalese
to have perpetuated the majority-minor-
ity division in multi-ethnic Sri Lanka, it
will be a big blow to all yearning for just
peace. Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapa-
kse has repeatedly said in his campaign
meetings that he will secure unity and
‘honourable’ peace, if he is elected as the
next President. It is unthinkable how he
can secure these without drastic changes
to the present unitary constitution. The
familiar parochial politics aimed at win-
ning votes that has kept the country in
turmoil with little progress has not gone
away. Its destructive effects in the longer
term to national progress, peace and pros-
perity were ignored by the power seek-
ers. ‘Sri Lanka has been driven to the
present pathetic state by short-sighted
political leaders. Sri Lanka is now on the
verge of being branded globally as a failed
state.

The two prominent Presidential can-
didates have claimed they have a political
solution to the ethnic problem. Even the
very uneducated person knows any vi-
able solution requires changes to the
present constitution. Major changes re-
quire two-third majority in the Parliament
and the consent of the people secured
through a country-wide referendum.
These requirements can be met only if the
political leaders take a joint enlightened
view on national issues and co-operate
wholeheartedly. They have also got to
convince their supporters the imperative
to accept the formula agreed by them.
These tasks will be difficult, if negative
ideas are given to the voters in the Presi-
dential contest. If the campaign proceeds
along their stated stands, namely federal

and unitary system, the chances of
amending the Constitution are indeed
bleak regardless of the outcome of the elec-
tion. There are also other major issues
such as the current Executive Presidential
and electoral systems that need to be set-
tled before drafting the amendments. Un-
like in 1994, there is no assurance from
any candidate to abolish the Executive
Presidency. The JVP was then vehe-
mently pressing for the abolition. Among
the 19 conditions placed by the CWC for
extending support to Ranil Wickreme-
singhe, one is the retention of the Execu-
tive Presidency and the present electoral
system.

If the constitutional reform process
gets stuck for whatever reason, the LTTE
wiil certainly cite the inability to change
the Constitution as a compelling case to
secede. It is apparent from the condi-
tions placed by the relevant parties for
supporting either of the two main candi-
dates that they are mainly concerned about
their respective communal interests. To
them peace should not be at the expense
of sacrificing their separate interests. This
is the consequence of the failure to forge a
common national identity, which is an-
other reason to abandon the unitary sys-
tem. Because of the absence of shared
Lankan identity among different ethnic
groups, the national issues are being
viewed from diverse communal perspec-
tives.

Transforming the State

President Chandrika Kumaratunga in
her address to the Asia Society in New
York on September 14 on the topic ‘For
Larger Freedom: Pursuit of Peace in Sri
Lanka’ said: “We need to transform the
State so it is more inclusive - equally re-
flecting the concerns of all communities.
My view and the view of overwhelming
sections of Sri Lankan society is that this
will involve transforming the State from a
unitary one to one that is plural and fed-
eral in nature. ... While a transformation
of the Sri Lankan State from a unitary to a
federal one may help include the Tamil
community and the Muslim community,
it alone will not bring lasting peace. To
achieve peace we also need to deal with
the second equally important, but ne-
glected challenge - transforming the LTTE
from a dictatorial and ruthless militant
group that regularly engages in the use of
terror, to a political force that engages with
the State and does not resort to violence
to make its arguments heard. This proc-
ess needs to be analyzed and addressed in

a conscious and systematic manner to-
gether with the LTTE. And just as the
LTTE has a stake in the transformation of
the Sri Lankan State, all Sri Lankan have a
stake in the transformation of the LTTE.
The challenge of dealing with these dual
transformations will not be easy for any
single political party in Sri Lanka, how-
ever powerful. It requires a broad consen-
sus and joint action between the major
political parties and groups in the coun-
try.”

The distinction between the ethnic
problem and the conflict between the heav-
ily armed LTTE and the State mentioned
at the very beginning is also implicit in
President’s speech. The fact that trans-
formation of the State from a unitaryto a
federal one requires a broad consensus and
Jjoint effort of the major political parties
and groups has been recognized. This
transformation must take precedence over
the second, namely transforming the
LTTE from “a dictatorial and ruthless
militant group” to a political force that
engages with the State and “does not re-
sort to violence to make its arguments
heard”. Sadly before the violent uprising,
non-violent methods failed to influence
the governments in granting the legitimate
rights of the Tamils. The thinking of those
wielding power then was the powerless
Tamils could be subdued by aggression.
Paradoxically even the moderate Tamils
will admit that if not for the violent con-
frontation against the State, the oppres-
sion and intimidation would have contin-
ued unabated!ly and the Tamils would have
lost the might to claim their due rights.
Unfortunately, the aim of the armed strug-
gle turned out later to be different from
what was believed then. The need for
transformation on two areas has arisen as
a result of this development.

Addressing the UN General Assem-
bly on September 16, President Chandrika
Kumaratunga said: “More than 10 years
ago, my Government launched a bold
policy of a negotiated settlement in place
of conflict, and a federal solution as against
a separate State. With the support of a
broad multi-ethnic coalition of parties I
proceeded to talk with the rebel armed
group the LTTE about ending the con-
flict, and discuss with all the parties in
parliament about a new more inclusive,
political Constitution that would share
power with all communities. This policy
shift laid the groundwork for a new ap-
proach to fighting terrorism and the peace
process in my country that simultane-
ously addressed Security, Development
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and Human Rights.”

There is a catch-22 situation with re-
gard to “a new more inclusive political
Constitution” as the present Constitution
itself is an impediment to major change.
Besides the stipulated conditions, it is
preventing the emergence of a strong gov-
ernment. In 1972 and 1978 when the last
two constitutions were introduced, the
governments elected under the first-past-
the-post electoral system had the required
two-third majority. No government
elected under the multifarious proportional
representation system set in the present
Constitution had been able to muster the
two-third majority. Given the traditional
partisan politics in which national inter-
est is eclipsed by power-centered poli-
tics, consensus between the government
and opposition on national issues has so
far evaded.

In her UN speech, she mentioned the
difficulty her government faced in seek-
ing a negotiated settlement with an outfit
like the LTTE. It must be noted here both
sides were not keen to discuss the core
issues and the talks could hardly be called
negotiations. She said: “The challenge we
face in Sri Lanka is not unique. Vulnerable
democracies which have undertaken bold,
political initiative to address the root
causes of terrorism and seek political so-
lutions by engaging ruthless armed groups;
find themselves in a genuine dilemma as
to how to develop a credible and accept-
able approach to such negotiations.” The
way to tackle this problem is to create
conditions which make the main aim of
the rebels appear unreasonable and un-
necessary to both the resident Tamil peo-
ple and the international community. Not
only the failure to change the present
Constitution but also the non-implemen-
tation of existing provisions and adopted
legislations have prevented the creation
of helpful conditions.

The co-chairs of the Tokyo Donor
Conference (the United States, the Euro-
pean Union, Japan and Norway) met in
New York on September 19 to discus the
current situation in Sri Lanka, following
the assassination of Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar. The
statement issued after the meeting said,
“the peace process between the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) is facing its
most serious challenge since the Ceasefire
Agreement came into force in February
2002. The Ceasefire Agreement remains
the essential anchor of the peace process
and is put at grave risk by the continuing

violence. Effective implementation of the
agreement is the responsibility of the
Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE.”
The joint statement also commended “the
Government of Sri Lanka for its restraint
following the assassination of Foreign
Minister Kadirgamar and for its willing-
ness to discuss the Ceasefire Agreement
with the LTTE” and “are disappointed
that the LTTE has not agreed to the pro-
posed venue for talks with the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka about implementation
of the Ceasefire Agreement”. The Co-
Chairs called on “the LTTE to take imme-
diate public steps to demonstrate its com-
mitment to the peace process and its will-
ingness to change - while urging that both
parties to work out a federal solution
within a united Sri Lanka”. -

The following advice of the Co-chairs
is relevant. “The future of Sri Lanka lies
in the hands of the people of Sri Lanka.
The forthcoming elections are a time of
political choice in Sri Lanka. It is natural
that there will be vigorous debate on the
best way forward in the peace process.
The Co-Chairs look to all parties to re-
frain from violence and from statements
and acts that could undermine progress
toward the peaceful resolution of the con-
flict after the elections.” Their view that
“a peaceful resolution of the conflict can
only be achieved through a negotiated
political settlement that follows the prin-
ciples agreed in Oslo in December 2002”
is simplistic seen in the light of President
Kumaratunga’s speeches in New York.
The Co-Chairs may force the horse (ti-
ger) to go to the pond but can they force it
to drink the water? It is uncertain whether
this is tactical or due to the lack of under-
standing of the true nature of the conflict
in Sri Lanka.

Unitary or federal debate

There were some articles recently in
national newspapers for and against fed-
eralism. Misconception and prejudices of
the authors were evident in their argu-
ments. Neither unitary nor federal struc-
ture guarantees that the country will be
united. Unity depends on how the adopted
system operates. Peace will prevail
throughout the country only if the centre
in a federal setup behaves reasonably as
in the countries where the system is serv-
ing effectively as a unifying mechanism
enabling them to be politically stable and
prosperous.

The majority Sinhalese used the uni-
tary system to wield authority over the
minority Tamils. The system was in ef-

fect a mechanism to divide the society. It
failed to promote the common national
identity. Sri Lanka was united at the time
of independence and during the initial pe-
riod after independence under a unitary
system. The Tamil people rejected feder-
alism and opted to keep the unitary struc-
ture in the 1948 Constitution. The prob-
lem started when the southern polity
manipulated it to serve mainly the major-
ity Sinhalese ignoring the interests, needs
and aspirations of the minority Tamils.
The Sinhalese majority rule entrenched by
manipulating the unitary system was the
principal reason for the Tamils to lose
faith. Had there been a truly federal ar-
rangement their political rights, dignity,
safety and security would not have been
denied.

One columnist has said federalism is
not a uniting mechanism but one in which
is couched the right to separate and se-
cede. Even any move to address some of
the grievances of Tamils was resisted on
the grounds that this would lead to sepa-
ration. After going through painful period
with enormous losses and lost opportu-
nities to advance as other Asian countries,
which were earlier trailing behind Sri Lanka
(then Ceylon) and now emerging as stable
*high income’ countries, it is shocking some
continue to think along the same old line
that has brought the country to the present
pathetic state. One can see the re-emer-
gence of the old fear expressed by many
Sinhalese decades ago when federalism was
proposed by S.J.V.Chelvanayagam, Dr.
E.M.V.Naganathan, C. Vanniasingham and
other Tamil leaders of the bygone era to
tackle the problem of discrimination by
the State against minority Tamils and the
resultant split in the society along ethnic
origin. Dr. Naganathan used to stress at
various meetings that to federalize is to
unite.

The entire world wants Sri Lanka to
be a democratic federal state instead of
two separate states. Federalism is the
mechanism in the present situation to safe-
guard the unity, territorial integrity and
sovereignty of Sri Lanka. Federalism is
being recommended as an alternative to
separation, It is the unitary system that
has brought Sri Lanka to the threshold of
separation. The stark truth is the widely
sought durable peace cannot be achieved
either by retaining the unitary structure
or dividing the country into two separate
Sinhala and Tamil states. The LTTE too
must take a pragmatic stand for negoti-
ated settlement by accepting the federal
concept with adequate safeguards against




OCTOBER 2005

TAMIL TIMES 29

intrusion of the center in regional admin-
istration. The prospects for negotiated
settlement will improve only when the
LTTE categorically accepts federalism
with adequate safeguards against intrusion
of the center in regional administration as
an alternative to independent Tamil Eelam.

The apprehension of the opponents
of federal system seems to be based on
the assumption that the North-East will
permanently come under the control of
“Tamil terrorists, chauvinists and ethnic-
cleansers”. Paradoxically, the Tamil nation-
alists consider some of the past Sinhalese
leaders who influenced or took decisions

at the national level as chauvinists and
ethnic-cleansers. The state sponsored colo-
nization programmes that changed the eth-
nic composition of the Eastern Province
following the settlement of Sinhalese in
some key areas have been cited as a form
of ethnic cleansing.

However, there is some justification

in the conditions placed by some analysts -

for the majority community to agree to a
federal solution. The assurance that the
LTTE will give up their arms and claim
for a state of Eelam is sought. Decom-
missioning weapons is not easy and will

require international guarantees for their
safety. Another condition mentioned is
any signed agreement (if and when it hap-
pens) with the LTTE accepting a federal
solution must be accompanied by exter-
nal guarantees especially India that both
sides will abide by the terms of the agree-
ment. This too confirms the mistrust that
exists between the two sides. This is not
surprising as both have resorted to trick-
ery and painful acts in the past several
years. The real choice now is not between
unitary and federal system but between
federalism and separation. It is high time
the peace seekers accept this reality. Q

Ex-PLOTE cadre killed in
Vavuniya:September 19 - Mo-
torbike-riding gunmen shot and
killed Mr. Yoganadarajah Sella-
thurai, 45, an ex-PLOTE cadre,

NEWS TRACK

jority of the people in the
Trincomalee district are Tamil
speaking. The police serving in
the district should learn Tamil
language to promote better un-

in Pattakadu, 3 km west of
Vavuniya town Monday (19) at 8:45 am. The victim, who was
riding a bicyle, was shot thrice with a 9 mm handgun.
Vavuniya District judge, Mr. Manickavasagar Ilancheliyan
visited the site and ordered the Police to conduct investigations
into the killing. Vavuniya Police Head Quarters Inspector Mr.
AM.C. Abeysinghe Bandara is heading the investiga-
tions. Twenty-six persons have been gunned down in Vavuniya
district since the killings began to escalate, police added.

Three injured in grenade attack: September 22 - Unidenti-
fied attackers lobbed a grenade at a Sri Lanka Army and Police
joint foot patrol wounding three SLA soldiers and a policeman
near [ruthayapuram public market, 2 km north of Batticaloa
town, Police said. The incident took place around 12:30 pmon
Wednesday (21). The injured SLA soldiers Mr. A. M. Ajith-
kumara, 36, Mr. S. Santhana, 32, Mr. A. M. Sanjeeva Adigari,
35, and the police constable Mr. A. M. Somasri, 22, were rushed
to Batticaloa hospital.

Police sergeant killed: September 22 - Police Seargeant Mr.
Wimalaratna, 57, who was shot and wounded by two motor-
bike-riding gunmen, succumbed to his gunshot wounds while
he was being transferred from Akkaraipattu Hospital to Amparai
Hospital in serious condition, hospital sources said. The ser-
geant was shot Thursday (20) at 6:30 pm in Akkaraipattu, 64
km south of Batticaloa town. The police sergeant, shot while
walking on the road, was rushed to Akkaraipattu hospital with
serious wounds, police said.

Youth shot dead in Batticaloa town: September 24 - Two
gunmen who came in a motor-bike in Sri Lanka Army (SLA)
held Batticaloa town shot and killed 25-year old Mr. Velu
Kishorkumar near Anthoniar Road at 7:15 pm on Saturday
(24), Batticaloa Police said. Mr. Kishorkumar, a tailor origi-
nally from Kandy, lived in Kumarathan Kovil Road in
Jeyanthipuram. He worked in a tailor shop in Batticaloa town.
Kishorkumar was married only a week earlier. The victim re-
ceived six gunshot wounds in head and chest.

Tamil ianguage training for police: September 25 ~ “Ma-

derstanding with Tamil speak-
ing people and to discharge their duties effectively,” said Mr.Raja
Collure, Chairman of the Official Languages Commission of Sri
Lanka, when inaugurating the Basic Tamil Language Training
Programme for police personnel in the district. “Of about 64
thousand police personnel currently serving in Sri Lanka, about
17 thousand have been posted to the northeast province. There
are very few Tamils in the police service. As Tamils are not
willing to join the Sri Lanka Police Service it is the duty of
Sinhala police personnel to serve Tamil speaking people by
learning Tamil,” Mr.Raja Collure added.

The Sinhala only legislation brought in by the Sri Lanka
government in 1956 was the root cause for the current crisis in
Sri Lanka. Now the Official Languages Commission is taking
action against those officials who fail to implement the Official
Languages Act passed in 1987, making Sinhala and Tamil as
official languages of Sri Lanka, said Mr.Raja Collure.

Norway’s Rs.23.9 million for Muslim Peace Secretariat:
September 26 - The Norwegian government has granted 23,9
million rupees in support of setting up a Peace Secretariat for
Muslims (PSM), according to a press release issued by the
Norwegian Embassy in Colombo. The PSM will facilitate dia-
logue and build consensus among Muslim political parties and
interest groups, in order to develop a co-ordinated position for
Muslims as input to the implementation of the cease-fire agree-
ment and in future peace negotiations, added the press release.

The press release added that the Peace Secretariat for Mus-
lims would also function as a resource centre, and aims to un-
dertake research and develop frameworks for peace building
and consti-tutional questions as well as contribute to capacity
buliding among Muslim representatives in connection to the
peace process.

“We consider the PSM a positive and constructive initia-
tive for creating a common Muslim platform for promoting
Muslim interests in the ongoing peace process in Sri Lanka and
we are happy to support it’s important work”, said Norwegian
ambassador Hans Brattskar.

Woman shot dead: September 27 - Jeyarasa Leelavathy, 37,
from Oddumadam, was shot dead around 6.30 am on Tuesday
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(27) by unidentified gunmen when she was reportedly coming
out of the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) camp located in the outskirts
of Jaffna town. According to the eye-witnesses, two masked
men were seen talking to Leelavathy, before she suddenly
started to run. The men followed her into an abandoned hous-
ing area near Pommai Veli, shot and killed her before disappear-
ing, TamilNet reported. The deceased had received five shots
to her head. It is learnt that Mrs Leelawathy was killed for her
alleged links with army personnel.

India to train Sri Lanka Police: September 27 - Government
of India is to spend nearly US$450,000 in training up to 400 Sri
Lanka police officers in the areas of crime investigation includ-
ing cyber crimes and bank frauds, a press release issued by the
Sri Lanka Information department on Tuesday (27) said. Full
text of the press release follows:

“As part of ongoing cooperation between India and Sri
Lanka in the area of law enforcement, nearly 400 Sri Lankan
police officers would shortly begin training at institutions in
India. 385 officers of the rank of Inspectors and Sub-Inspec-
tors would be trained in suitable batches in advanced tech-
niques of crime investigation and scientific aids to investigation
including of cyber crimes, bank frauds, etc. One of the training
courses is for police dog handlers.

In all Government of India would spend Indian Rupees 20
million or approximately US$ 450,000/- on these training
courses. The courses would translate into reality a commit-
ment made by India at the meeting in Colombo in June 2005 of
the bilateral Joint Commission headed by the External Affairs
Minister of India, Mr. K. Natwar Singh and the late Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. Lakshman Kadirgamar.”

Batticaloa auto-rickshaw driver shot dead: September 27 -
Mr. Tennakoon Mudiyansalage Sunil (46), an auto-rickshaw
driver and resident of Iruthayapuram was shot and killed Tues-
day (27) at 12:30 pm at Kallady in Batticaloa, police said. The
three wheeler driver whose mother is a Tamil and the father is
a Sinhalese, was shot by two gunmen who came in a motorbike.

The incident took place close to Thiruchenthur Murugan
Temple at Kallady in Batticaloa. Mr. Mudiyansalage was re-
turning to his home in after a hair-cut in Navalady when he was
shot. Navalady is located 3 km east of Batticaloa.

TRO office attacked, one dead, two injured: September 28
- A 70-years-old store-watcher was killed when two motor-
bike-riding men lobbed grenades at the Tamil Rehabilitation
Office located on Station Road near Batticaloa Railway station
around 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, police said. TRO in a news re-
lease said that the attackers fired with automatic rifles for 35
minutes at their office where the watcher was killed and two
TRO’s Technical Officers were injured. The attackers had
lobbed at least three grenades at the TRO office, according to
the Police. There are two Sri Lanka Army sentry points within
100 meters from the TRO office. The dead man was identified
as Mr. Thambyappa Velauthappillai. He was working as store-
watcher at the TRO office. The injured officials were admitted
to the hospital. Mr. Velauthappillai is a resident of Boundary
Road, Batticaloa. '

The previous attack at TRO Batticaloa District Office took
place on June 13, 2005 at 8:50 p.m. and occurred in a similar
manner with grenades and automatic weapons fire, TRO ob-
served adding that the Wednesday’s attack is the 4th attack on

LY

the TRO’s Batticaloa District Office since the Ceasefire Agree-
ment between the LTTE and the Government of Sri Lanka. The
organisation has urged the Sri Lankan authorities to fully inves-
tigate the attacks.

Newspaper distributor killed: September 30 - Two unidenti-
fied gunmen shot and killed Mr. Yogakumar Krishnapillai the
distributor of the Batticaloa-Eelanatham newspaper. The kill-
ing took place in the heart of Batticaloa town on Central Road
in front of HNB Bank, a high security area of Sri Lanka Army,
Friday (30) morning around 7:30 am. Batticaloa Eelanatham,
the only newspaper in Batticaloa, is printed in the LTTE held
Kokkadichholai. On 10 September, Sri Lankan Special Task
Force soldiers blocked the sales of the Eclanatham paper in
SLA controlled areas of Batticaloa and Amparai districts.

Mr. Krishnapillai, a 38-years-old father of 3 children, was
riding in a motorbike distributing paper to the shops in the
town Friday morning when he was shot and killed. The body
was handed over to the mortuary in Batticaloa Hospital by
Police.

US defers Sri Lanka’s $40m debt: September 30 - U.S. Am-
bassador Jeffrey Lunstead and Sri Lankan Treasury Secretary
Dr. P.B. Jayasundera signed an agreement allowing 2005 funds
previously allocated for debt payments, for a total value of
$40m, to be used for relief and reconstruction activities in tsu-
nami affected areas, a press release issued by the US embassy
in Colombo said..

The press release added, “The United States has reached an
agreement with Sri Lanka to restructure its bilateral debt with
the U.S., thereby freeing up millions of dollars for tsunami
reconstruction projects. In a signing ceremony held today, Sep-
tember 30, at the Ministry of Finance and Planning, U.S. Am-
bassador Jeffrey Lunstead and Sri Lankan Treasury Secretary
Dr. P.B. Jayasundera sealed the agreement allowing 2005 funds
previously allocated for debt payments to be used for relief
and reconstruction activities in tsunami affected areas.

The value of the total debt deferred is US$40 million. This
one year restructuring will free this amount for tsunami relief
and reconstruction activities. The U.S. debt treated by this
agreement is held by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) and the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID).” :

Two shot dead, one wounded in Valaichenai: September 30
- Two electrical wiring workers working at Pillayar Temple in
Valaichenai were shot and killed around 11:45 pm on Friday
(3). One person was rushed to Valaichenai hospital and later
transferred to Batticaloa Hospital in critical condition.
Valaichenai is located 32 km north of Batticaloa town. The two
persons killed in the gunfire were identified as Mr. Mahadevan
Umatharan, 23, a resident of Valaichenai and Mr. Thillainathan
Mathivathanan, 23, a resident of Navatkudah in Batticaloa.
The injured person is known as Balu.

4 arrested by the navy near Naval Base: October 3 - The Sri
Lankan Navy arrested four persons who they claimed as “sea
tigers” belonging to the LTTE near the naval base on Saturday
(01) while they were allegedly hiding behind a building and
filming the Trincomalee Naval Base using a video camera. They
are reported to have had in their possession a modern video
camera, a sophisticated telescope, 4 mobile phones, cash Rs. 10,
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900 and 4 tiger identification cards.

The arrested 4 ‘sea tigers’ were identified as: Sivagnanam
Sundaram Vijayakumar (29) of Illavalai, Kopay, Jaffna;
Selvakumar Shanmugarajah (36) of Puthukudiyiruppu,
Mullaithevu; Ranjith Xavier (33) of Suruvil, Jaffna;
Latchumanan Aravindan (21) from Killinochi. The four arrested
were handed over to the Police and they were produced in the
Trincomalee court on Monday (3) and were remanded for 14
days.

Father of Karuna cadre killed: October 3 - Unidentified
gunmen, suspected to be Tamil Tigers, shot and killed a 45-
years old man, a father of a cadre from the Karuna Group, at his
house in Kudapokkuna in Polannaruwa district, Welikanda Po-
lice said. The victim’s wife was injured in the incident that took
place Sunday (2) around 9:00 pm. The dead man was identified
as Mr. Kandiah Ponnurasa. His son was discharged from the
paramilitary Karuna Group a few months ago, Weilkanda po-
lice said. Ponnurasa’s wife, K. Leelawathy, injured in grenade
explosion, was admitted at Polannaruwa Hospital.
Kudapokkuna, a border-village between Batticaloa and
Polannaruwa districts, is located 15 km north of Welikanda and
70 km west of Batticaloa.

EPDP member shot dead in Jaffna: October 3 - Mr.Krishnan
Parameswaran (40), was shot and killed Monday (3) morning
around 6:30 am.by unidentified men who came in a motorbike,
The incident took place at Puthu Road in Anaikoddai area in
Jaffna district when the victim was returning home after leav-
ing his wife in the bus stand, police said. EPDP sources in
Jaffna have claimed that Mr Krishnan was an EPDP member
and accused the LTTE of killing him.

University student killed in Jaffna: October 3 - A Jaffha
University student and a driver of a Canter ELF truck was
killed on Monday (3) morning in the Vadamaradchi area, Police
said. Mr. Karthikesu Senthoorchelvan, 22, of Varany,
Thenmaradchi area was the victim of the unknown attackers.
The victim, involved in illegal sand business, was loading sand
from a sand dune between Vallipuram and Manalkadu at the
time he was killed. The motive for the killing is not established,
but police sources suspect that the LTTE would have targeted
him because of the victim’s alleged “illegal sand business”.

Jewellery shop owner shot: October 3 - A jewellery-shop-
owner in Chunnakam, Mr. Ponnuthurai Subenthirakumar,32,
was shot and wounded at Kantharodai in Chunnakam while he
was returning home from work around 6:45 pm., Chunnakam
Police said. Two unidentified gunmen shot at the victim on
Subramaniyam Road in Kantharodai in Chunnakam. The vic-
tim was rushed to Tellippalai hospital with serious wounds.
Chunnakam, a busy market town in the Jaffna peninsula, is
located 10 km north of Jaffna town.

Music teacher shot dead: Krishnan Parameswaran (43), a
music teacher at the St. Mary’s Vidyalayam was shot down by
the LTTE at Anaikottai in Jaffna while he was on his way to
the school around 7:30 am on 3 October, the EPDP stated.
Krishnan has been a music teacher since 1985 and had been a
member of the EPDP.

Gunmen fire at Police Jeep: October 3 - An unidentified

group of armed men fired at a Sri Lankan Police Jeep near
Mandur in the east around 7:30 pm on Monday (3) wounding
the Mandur Sub-Inspector of Police, Mr. S. Vickrama, 42, po-
lice sources said accusing the LTTE of being responsible for the
firing.. The sub inspector was rushed to Kaluwanchikudy Hos-
pital. Four policemen riding with the Sub-Inspector escaped
from the gunfire and returned fire at the attackers, police said.
The policemen were returning from Palaimunai to Mandur, and
the attack took place near Palaimunai School in Mandur 35 km
southeast of Batticaloa.

Court remands Tamil youths: October 3 - Trincomalee Mag-
istrate, S.Ramakamalan on Monday (3) ordered remand till 14th
October for the four Tamil youths who were arrested by the Sri
Lanka Navy (SLN) when they were allegedly video-taping the
Trincomalee naval headquarters. The arrested youths are from
Kayts, Kopay, Mullaitivu and Uyilankulam, and their ages
ranged from 19 to 29, a TamilNet report said.

The soldiers of the SLN arrested these suspects aboard a
dinghy in the high security zone in the Trincomalee Sea on
October 1st evening around 6.45 pm. The SLN recovered cash
of about ten thousand rupees, four cellular-phones, a video
camera and other electronic items in possession of arrested
youths, police said.

Grenade lobbed at sentry point: October 4 - An unidentified
bicycle-riding man lobbed a grenade into a Sri Lanka Army
sentry and road-block, police said accusing LTTE of staging
the attack.. The incident took place at Mankerny in Valaichenai
Monday (3) around 9:30 pm. An SLA soldier sustained serious
wounds and was rushed to the Polannarwa Hospital.

The wounded SLA soldier was identified as Mr Saman
Priya Sananayake, 32. The sentry is located on Valaichenai -
Vaharai main road. Four SLA soldiers were on duty while the
bicycle riding attacker lobbed a grenade into the road block in
Mankerny 42 km north of Batticaloa.

Gunmen waylay prison van and abduct prisoners: October
4 - Unidentified gunmen Tuesday (4) morning around 10.55 am
waylaid a government passenger bus bound for Muttur town
at 59th mile post on Muttur Batticaloa highway and abducted
four suspects two Tamils and two Muslims who were being
taken by prison officials from Trincomalee remand prison to
be produced in the Muttur Magistrate Court in connection
with criminal cases.

Later the\two Muslims suspects were freed but unidenti-
fied men took the Tamil suspects, Muttur Police said. The
names of the Tamil suspects are Mr. Kanapathipillai
Vinayagamoorthy and Mr.Kanapathipillai Jeyanathan. The
names of the freed Muslim suspects are Mr.Mohamed Cassim
Fahir and Mr.Mohamed Farhan. All the four suspects were
manacled - each pair comprised a Tamil and a Muslim. How-
ever Muslim suspect in each pair were freed by unlocking the
manacle forcibly, police said. A prison guard Mr. Sukunakumar
who tried to prevent the abduction received gunshot injuries in
his legs in the gunfire, police said. Muttur Police and prison
officials immediately brought the abduction incident to the
Muttur Magistrate Mr.M.Ganesharajah.

Coconut trader shot dead: A Muslim Coconut trader was
shot dead allegedly by the LTTE near Amparai - Kalmunai
market at about 6.45 am on 5 October. The deceased
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Seenimohamed Wahab (34) of No. 86 Beach road, Kalmunai 3,
was shot dead near the market while he was proceeding to
market from his house. He died at the spot.

Sulaiman Lebbe Jeinu (26) of No 93/1, Sinnathamby Lane
Kalmunai 3, who accompanied Wahib was admitted to the
Amparai hospital with severe gun shot injuries. In view of this
accident Kalmunai town was in a tension. The public pelted
stones at the vehicles in order to show their objections. All the
business establishments were closed for business. After the
police and army were called to the place, the situation was
brought to normal.

Shop owner shot dead: October 5 - A video shop proprietor
was shot dead Tuesday (4) night at Dutch road, Uduvil in
Jaffna by unidentified gunmen. Rasarathinam Rajavinothan, 30,
was returning home from his shop when he was waylaid by
gunmen who shot him in his head. Jaffna police who rushed to
the scene handed over the body to the mortuary at the Teaching
hospital, Jaffna. Local residents suspect that the victim was
killed because he had said that he could not afford to pay the
large amount ransom demanded from him.

Teachers trained as LTTE auxiliary force: October 5 - The
passing out parade of the first batch of academic staff of schools
in the LTTE controlled Muttur east area, who underwent mili-
tary training as part of the LTTE auxiliary unit, was held Tues-
day (4) evening at Sampoor. The unit consisted of ninety two
members, a TamilNet report said.

LTTE Trincomalee area commander Vasanthan lit the flame
of sacrifice. Colonel Sornam, LTTE Trincomalee district mili-
tary commander hoisted the Thamileelam national flag. Colo-
nel Sornam, Mr.Kuyilinpan, Amparai district LTTE political
head and Mr.Semmanan, Trincomalee district deputy political
head addressed the members of the auxiliary force. Principals
and education officials delivered speeches congratulating the
new recruits, the report said. The passing out parade of the
first batch of 120 civilians who underwent military training
was held last August in Ganeshapuram in Muttur east in east-
ern SriLanka.

Time bomb explodes in EPDP vehicle in Colombo: October
6 - A time-bomb placed inside a vehicle of Eelam People Demo-
cratic Party (EPDP) official Mr Anthonipillai Jeyaraja, a per-
sonal assistant of EPDP leader Mr. Douglas Devananda, ex-
ploded around 7:45 am Thursday (6), Police said. The explo-
sion occured at No. 16 Nelson Place Wellawatte, south of Co-
lombo. A clerical staff member of Devananda’s Ministry, Mr
Sudarsing Vijayakanth, 26, sustained minor injuries in the ex-
plosion. The injured person was admitted at Kalubowila Hos-
pital.

The vehicle, a four wheel Toyota Town Ace, was parked
outside the residence of Jeyaraja at Nelson place Wellawatte
and the explosive was believed to have been planted during the
previous night, Police sources added. The explosion also oc-
curred a few meters away from the Thinamurasu weekly office
located at Nelson place. The weekly is published by the EPDP.
The LTTE has been blamed by the EPDP leader Douglas
Devananda as being responsible for carrying out the bomb at-
tack. It was a powerful bomb and the vehicle was completely
destroyed and the office of Thinamurasu was also damaged
badly.

EPDP member shot dead in Trincomalee: October 6 - Uni-
dentified armed men shot dead Mr.Kingsely Weeraratne (34),
alias ‘Suriya’, a senior member of the, EPDP, at Palaiyootru, a
suburb in Trincomalee town, around 10.45 am, Thursday (6).
Two persons waiting near a private communication centre shot
the victim when he was returning home passing through the
road. The death was instantaneous, police said. Trincomalee
EPDP spokesman said ‘Suriya’ was shot dead when he was
going to deliver copies of Thinamurasu weekly to shops in
Palaiyootru. The father of the victim is a Sinhalese and the
mother a Tamil, Uppuveli Police said. He is father of two chil-
dren. The EPDP accused the Tamil Tigers as being responsible
for the killing.

Three injured in grenade attack: October 6 - A Sri Lanka
Army soldier, a police constable and a civilian were injured
when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade into the check-
point which is located in the heart of the Trincomalee town
along the Sea View Road, around 8.30pm on Thursday (6).
They were immediately admitted at the Trincomalee general
hospital and are reported to be out of danger, Trincomalee
Police said. Security forces, who blamed the LTTE for the
attack, immediately cordoned off the Sea View road and blocked
all traffic and the movement of pedestrians and began intensive
search operation in the vicinity, civil sources said. Meanwhile,
residents in Trincomalle said another explosion was heard in
the town around 9.30 pm the same day.

Policeman, 11 civilians injured: A Police Constable and 11
civilians were injured when a hand grenade was thrown at a
water bowser of the Sri Lanka Army which was passing
Valachchenai town towards Kalkudah, Batticaloa Division SSP
D.D. Ranasinghe said No damage has been caused to the Army
water bowser. A Police Constable who was on his way to
Kalkudah after arriving in Valachchenai for duty was injured in
the incident. Eleven injured civilians were admitted to the
Valachchenai hospital. They are not in a serious condition, SSP
Ranasinghe added.

Hindu Cultural Ministry official shot dead: October 7 - A
forty year old man was shot dead, Friday (7) morning, while
returning home after dropping his son at school. Kanthasamy
Senthilkumaran was on his motorbike when he was attacked on
the Sebastian Road around 9:15 a.m, near Bishop’s House,
Jaffna. Senthilkumaran, from Kolumbuthurai was attached to
the Ministry of Hindu Cultural Affairs from the days
T Maeswaran was the Minister. He continued his service in the
same ministry, after Douglas Devananda, EPDP, took over. He
returned from Colombo for weekend, police sources said. Jaffna
Police is conducting the investigations into Senthilkumaran’s
death. The body of the deceased was handed over to the mor-
tuary in the Teaching Hospital Jaftna.

School re-opens in Thenmaradchchi HSZ: October 7 -
Eluthumaduval North Government Tamil Mixed School located
in the high security zone of Thenmaradchchi in Jaffna reo-
pened in its own buildings, after six years. Students, teachers
and well-wishers led by the Principal entered the school build-
ings Thursday (7) and cleaned the class-rooms.

The entire population from Eluthumaduval and Mirusuvil
Educated Women Colonization Scheme fled to other safe areas
following military operations of the Sri Lanka Army in 1999.
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The school was also shifted and temporarily combined with
another school in the government-controlled area. The SLA
following the ceasefire agreement allowed resettlement of dis-
placed in parts of the Mirusuvil Educated Women Coloniza-
tion Scheme but continued to occupy the school buildings.
Now the SLA has allowed the recommencement of the school
in its own buildings due to pressure by resettled families that
they needed the school re-opened for their children to study,
sources said.

Two killed, eight wounded: October 7 - Two Tamil youths,
one of them a 14 year old boy, were killed and eight others were
seriously wounded when unidentified gunmen opened fire and
threw a grenade at them Friday (7) around 6:45 p.m. in
Valaichenai in eastern Sri Lanka. The victims, a group of young
carpenters and masons, were attacked when they went to col-
lect their daily wages at a retail shop at Fourth Cross Street at
Vinayagapuram, 32 km north of Batticaloa town. The attackers
fled the area on push bicycles, according to a report in TamilNet.
Selvarajah Selvakumar (14) and Arumugam Paramanathan
(26) died on the spot. S. Thivakaran, 16, M. Sabesan, 17, N.
Kangalingam, 18, R. Seelan, 20, K. Baskaran, 21, P.
Thayanantha, 23 and P. Anantharajah, 23, were seriously in-
jured and rushed to Valaichenai and Batticaloa Hospitals.

TRO releases tsunami report: October 7 - Tamil Rehabilita-
tion Organization (TRO), a Sri Lanka Government registered
NGO working exclusively in the NorthEast, released its six-
month report this week on TRO’s tsunami activities. TRO
was praised by many international relief organizations and media
for its effectiveness in attending to the people affected by the
disaster. :

“The tsunami aftermath has been a testing time for TRO
offices all over the world. Six months on, the relief work is far
from over but made a little easier due to the hard work and
assistance of the 3,500 TRO permanent staff and thousands of
volunteers, donor agencies, partner organisations, the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
and private assistance. TRO wishes to thank all those who
assisted in responding to the disaster and acknowledges the
time and effort put forward by countless individuals from all
over the world,” the report said in its introduction.

“Whilst there has been a shift of emphasis in TRO's activi-
ties post-tsunami, the immediate relief and rehabilitation needs
of the war affected are also being carried out. This report ex-
cludes projects pertaining to the war affected, yet TRO wishes
to acknowledge their presence as significant and note the im-
portant work still being carried out in the NorthEast to assist
those who have been affected by the war,” the report said.

Two LTTE cadres surrender: October 7 - Two LTTE mem-
bers surrendered to Naval troops deployed at Norway island
in Trincomalee harbour around 1.30 pm on Thursday (6), Navy
sources said. The LTTE cadres were 18 years and 14 years old
and they were residents of Trincomalee town area, they said
adding that the identity of the two boys was withheld with
obvious security reasons. The boys had allegedly divulged to
the security forces that they were among a group of boys ab-
ducted by the LTTE while they were returning home from the
school. They had been forced to work as supportive cadres for
the senior fighting cadres until their training commenced, they
told the forces. The Navy later handed over the two surrenders
to the Trincomalee Police.

Anuruddha indicted on bribery charge: October 8 — Former

Deputy Defence Minister General Anuruddha Ratwatte was
served indictment on bribery charges on 7 October before the
Colombo High Court. Security was beefed up in and around
the Court as Ratwatte had previously asked for additional se-
curity due to an LTTE threat on his life. The Bribery Commis-
sion had filed indictment in Colombo High Court against
Ratwatte for failing to explain the sources of money and prop-
erty, worth 55 million rupees, he owned. His counsel had in-
formed Court that on security grounds, he needed sufficient
protection to come to Court. The Court had fixed yesterday
for Ratwatte to appear with the necessary security provided.
Counsel Rienzi Arsekularatne, appearing for Ratwatte, pleaded
for a fast trial as it had taken a long time since the investigations
commenced in 2002. He also pleaded the Court to take up the
case on day-to-day basis. After the indictment was served on
Ratwatte, the Judge Upali Abeyratne ordered Rs. 5 million
personal bail. The Judge further ordered the accused be finger °
printed. The trial was fixed to February 21, 2006.

Demand to resurrect Sankilian memorial: October 8 - Presi-
dent of the Nallur Sankilian Community center, K Pulendrarasa,
and more than one hundred members of the public met with
Commissioner of the Jaffna Municipal Council C Sivagnanam
in the community hall in Nallur Jaffna to discuss the lead role
the Council should take in implementing community projects
including the resurrection of the memorial for the Jaffna’s last
king Sankilian, a TamilNet report said. The public also de-
manded the Municipal officials to implement the needed reha-
bilitation work to the Jaffna’s Main Open Grounds so that
cultural events can again be held there. The Municipal Com-
missioner assured the audience that he will give priority to the
two requests and asked for co-operation from the public.

Two persons abducted, one dead: October 9 - Mr.
Muthulingam Chandrakumar (24) of Alvai North was found
Sunday (9) early morning with injuries and his hands tied in an
abandoned land in Vadamaradchchi area in Jaffna, a TamilNet
report said. Nelliyady Police on receipt of information rushed
to the site and removed the youth to the Point Pedro Base
Hospital, police said. Police have provided tight security to the
ward where he is warded, sources said. Preliminary police in-
vestigation held Sunday revealed that the injured youth had
been abducted by an unidentified gang on Friday night and
attacked with pointed weapons.

In another incident, unidentified persons had abducted
Mr.Gnanapiragasam Kirubairatnam (57) of Puttur Friday night
and later he was found with injuries in a lonely spot. Jaffna
Police said he succumbed to injuries on Sunday after admission
to the Jaffna Teaching Hospital.

Meesalai Spiritual Refuge attacked: October 10 - Rev.
Rajkumar Swamigal (34) of Sri Gayathri Kamakodi Pedam Hindu
Ashram (monastery) in Meesalai, 19 kilometres east of Jaffna
was abducted by a group of masked gunmen on Saturday (8).
They had earlier demanded a ransom of Rs 1.5 million from
him. They had claimed that EPDP leader Douglas Devananda
had helped obtain Rs 1.8 million from the Ministry of Reha-
bilitation for renovation work to his monastery. He had been
tortured, his limbs broken and the priest had been dumped in a
state of unconsciousness at Inuvil. Civilians in the area had
later despatched him to the Jaffna hospital from where he had
been airlifted to Colombo for treatment. The Army alleged that
his monastery had later been set on fire by the Tigers on 10
October,

TamilNet reported that the Spiritual Refuge was constructed
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with funding from Eelam Peoples’ Democratic Party (EPDP)
leader Mr Douglas Devananda’a Ministry at a cost of Rs 15
lakhis, local sources said. Swami Rajkumar recently had organ-
ized a function honouring Mr Devananda’s contribution to the
Spiritual Refuge.

Accused in Richard de Zoysa killing acquitted: October 9 -
Colombo High Court Judge Rohini Perera ordered the acquittal
of all the accused in Richard de Zoysa murder case. The three
accused ASP Lal Priyantha Ranchagoda, OIC Anuradhapura B.
G. Devasurendra and Sergeant M. W. Sarachchandra were thus
released from all the charges.

Journalist Richard de Zoysa was kidnapped and murdered
on February 17, 1990. The three accused were charged with the
kidnapping and murder of Zoysa. Delivering the judgment, the
Judge stated that the evidence led by the prosecution was con-
tradictory and not credible. The evidence of the only eye wit-
ness A. W. Karunaratne was questioned in the Judgement. He
had told the CID on the day after the alleged kidnapping, that
though he witnessed the incident, he could not identify the
suspects as he was in a state of a shock. Later, giving evidence
before the Court he had said that he could identify them. Judge
Rohini Pepera acquitted and released the accused saying that
the prosecution had failed to prove the case beyond reasonable
doubt.

EPDP Pottuvil Head killed: October 10 - An unidentified
gunman shot and killed the Pottuvil organisor of the Eelam
People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) Monday (10) around 5:00
p.m. Mr. Abubhakkar Sagabdeen, 43, who had gone alonetoa
cafe without his usual police escort, was gunned down by the
attacker who was riding a bicycle. The killing took place in
front of the old Post Office building on Pottuvil main road. Mr.
Sagabdeen has been a resident of Kalappukattu in Pottuvil which
is located in Amparai district, 112 km south of Batticaloa. The
EPDP blamed the LTTE for being responsible for the killing.

EPDP member shot and killed in Pothuvil: Abubakar
Sahabdeen (41) of Pothuvil Main Street in Amparai was hot
and killed by the LTTE pistol gang around 4:45 pm in front of
the Old Post Office on Pothuvil Road. He is a father of 7
children. It should be noted that only yesterday the UN Expert
on Human Rights, Mr. Tan Martin visited Batticaloa and held
talks with various organizations. He is in the country to look
into the Human Rights violations of the LTTE in the country.

LTTE cadres ambushed: October 11 - A group of men, sus-
pected to be from the Karuna faction of the LTTE, had launched
an ambush on an LTTE convoy in Vavunathivu, 5 kilometers
west of Batticaloa Monday (10) night. While TamilNet quot-
ing LTTE reported that three of LTTE cadres sustained injuries
in a counter-strike, other reports from Colombo said that at
least 8 LTTE cadres were killed with many others injured and
- several vehicles damaged in the ensuing battle. The clash took
place at the entrance to the LTTE controlled area in Vavunathivu
around 10:00 p.m. on Monday. Vavunathivu is located 5 km
west of Batticaloa. Around 15 heavily armed men moved be-
yond the no-man zone in Vavunathivu attempting to target the

LTTE convoy moving along the border. .

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka Army sources, denying their involve-
ment alleged by the LTTE, said that the ambush was presum-
ably carried out by the Karuna faction targeting LTTE’s Spe-
cial Commander Col. Bhanu, who was also in the LTTE con-
voy. According to army sources, soldiers had heard several
claymore mines going off and the sound of small arms fire. The
explosions had taken place about a kilometre from their camp
and were heard even in Batticaloa.

The Tamil National Force (TNF) - a para-military group
under the joint command of the leader of the TamilEela Makkal
Viduthalai Pulikal (TMVP), V. Muralitharan (‘Colonel Karuna)
arid the Eelam National Democratic Liberation Front (ENDLF),
has claimed responsibility for the attack on the LTTE convoy.

The fate of Colonel Bhanu (43yrs), LTTE’s Special Com-
mander for Amparai - Batticaloa district is unclear. Meanwhile
reports from Colombo confirmed that the LTTE sought and
secured assistance from the Government through the SLMM
to transport by airforce helicopter an injured LTTE leading
figure for urgent treatment in a Colombo hospital. It was later
reported that it was LTTE s Batticaloa district intelligence chief
Keerthi who was airlifted to a Colombo private hospital where
is undergoing treatment.

EPDP member abducted and killed: October 11 -
Mr.Sivalingam Vilvarajah alias Senthil (35), member of the Eelam
Peoples Democratic Party (EPDP), was found dead with gun-
shot injuries Tuesday (11) morning at Aathimoddai junction
located about 10 km off north of the Trincomalee town along
Trincomatee-Kuchchaveli main road, Uppuveli Police said.

On receipt of information the Uppuveli Police rushed to
the site and removed the body of the victim to the Trincomalee
general hospital. Reportedly a gang of unidentified persons had
abducted the victim on Saturday (9). His wife had been told by
the group not to inform the incident to any one, as he would be
released after an inquiry. The EPDP has accused the LTTE for
the abduction and murder.

Sivaram murder - Court orders final police report: Octo-
ber 11 - Ms Champa Janaki Rajaratne, Kaduwela Magistrate
directed the Colombo Crime Division (CCD) of the Sri Lanka
Police to submit a full report on the investigation held into the
murder of well known journalist and senior editor at TamilNet,
Mr Dharmaretnam Sivaram, without any excuse being offered
on the next date, October 25. The only suspect Mr.
Sriskandarajah arrested in connection with the murder was not
brought to courts when the case was taken for further inquiry
on 11 October. APLOTE cadre, wanted in connection with the
killing of Sivaram is reportedly evading arrest amidst reports
he might have even fled the country, police detectives said.
They said the suspect was believed to be the person who alleg-
edly fired the shots that led to Mr. Sivaram’s death.

The Magistrate further directed the Secretary General of
the Sri Lanka’s parliament Ms Priyani Wijesekara to submit a
report on the ownership of the vehicle, which according to
police investigation belonged to a former parliamentarian and
PLOTE leader Mr.Dharmalingam Siddarthan. The court on an
earlier date ordered the release of the vehicle to Mr.Siddarthan.
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However Mr.Siddarthan had so far not collected the vehicle
from the custody of the court because of the ownership issue,
court was told. According to police investigation, the vehicle
had been used for committing the offence.

Mr. Sivaram was abducted as he came out of a restaurant on
April 28 this year and his dead body with gunshot wounds was
found early morning next day. Mr.Sivaram had been gagged and
shot in the head, according to investigation conducted by the
Police.

Sivaram killing: PLOTE cadre evading arrest

LTTE’s auxilliary force cadre shot dead: October 12 - A
cadre of LTTE’s National Auxilliary Force, Mr. Rasalingam
Pugalenthiran, was shot and killed Wednesday (12) at 1.00 pm
by a group of men wearing military uniforms, according to
Batticaloa District Political Head of the LTTE, Mr. Ilanthairayan

(Marshall). The gunmen had moved beyond the no-man zone .

and fired at Pugalenthiran, Ilanthirayan told TamilNet. The
cadre was on duty at the time of the incident, he added. The
incident took place at the Mayilavedduvan, 3 km west of
Sithandy in Eravur.

EPDP loyalist killed: October 12 - An EPDP supporter was
killed on Tuesday (12) at Nilaveli in Trincomalee by an uniden-
tified group. Uppuveli police said the body of Sivalingam
Vilvarasa (32) was found in shrub jungle near the Adimotai
Jjunction at Nilaveli on Tuesday morning. The EPDP blamed
the LTTE for the killing and said that the incident had been
reported to the SLMM.

Soldier shot dead in Eravur: October 13- A Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) soldier, shot and wounded when unidentified attackers
fired at an SLA convoy patrolling at Santhiveli jetty Eravur
around 9:00 pm. on Thursday (13), later succumbed to his
gunshot injuries at Polannaruwa hospital. The soldier, identi-
fied as T.M. Dilanka Dissanake (25), was from Maha Oya and
was attached to the SLA camp in Santhiveli. Santhiveli is lo-
cated 24 km north of Batticaloa. According to army sources,
the LTTE had launched this attack from the direction of LTTE
controlled area across the Santhiveli lagoon.

Lance Corporal abducted: October 14 - A Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) Lance Corporal was missing, presumably abducted, from
his sentry post at Kiran in Eruvur since Monday, October 10,
police said. Lance Corporal S. M. Miltan, 28, was attached to
Kumburumoolai SLA camp located in Valaichenai in Batticaloa
district. Two Tamils,a 27-years-old man, Mr. Krishnapillai
Uthayarajah and a girl from Kiran, yet to be identified, were
arrested later for inquiries. The Lance Corporal had been armed
with a T-56 at the time of his abduction by unidentified attack-
ers.

Two civilians shot in Eravur: October 14 - Two unidentified
gunmen riding a motorbike fired at two civilians Friday (14)
around 1:00 pm in Kiran, 27 km north of Batticaloa, police

said. Mr. Kanapathipillai Raju, 34, and Mr. N. N, Krishnapillai, -

60, were admitted to Batticaloa Hospital. Mr. Raju is in a criti-
cal condition according to hospital sources. He is being treated
in the Intensive Care Unit

Policemen shot in Jaffna, one dead: October 14 - Two uni-
dentified gunmen riding a motorbike shot and wounded two Sri
Lankan policemen at a restaurant 50 meters away from the
Nelliyady police station in Jaffna around 9:45 pm Friday (14).

The wounded policemen were rushed to Palaly Military Hos-
pital. One policeman later succumbed to his wounds at the
military hospital, Sri Lanka Army sources said. The restaurant
is located in front of a petrol station along the Jaffna-Point
Pedro road. Policemen at the Nelliyady police station opened
fire at the gunmen escaping from the scene. However, the speed-
ing motorbike-gunmen managed to escape.

SLA soldiers, gunmen clash in Eravur: October 15 - A group
of unidentified gunmen, alleged by the army to Tamil Tigers,
and the Sri Lanka Army soldiers exchanged gunfire for more
than fifteen minutes in Kaluwankerny, an SLA controlled vil-
lag€ in Eravur, 20 km north of Batticaloa. Meanwhile, Eravur
Police said SLA soldiers had rushed to the village when a Sri
Lanka Police Jeep was confronted by the gunmen. More than §
armed men were reportedly involved in the clash. The gunmen
who fled the scene had reportedly left behind a T-56 rifle,

Buffer zone revised: October 15 - The Government has de-
cided to revise the 100/200 metre buffer zone implemented for
the coastal belt of tsunami affected areas following the Decem-
ber tsunami with immediate effect, the Government Informa-
tion Department said. Under this new set of rules envisaged by
the Government, this buffer zone has been reduced to a range
between 55-25 metres in the Southern districts and 100 to 500
metres in the North East.

Soon after the tsunami, Government declared a 100/200

metres strip of land as a “no build zone” along the coastal belt
of Sri Lanka. But District Secretaries and Divisional Secretaries
had requested the Government to revise this Buffer zone to
accommodate special projects and those involved in fisheries
related activities so that they can continue their livelihoods
without much difficulty. The Urban Development Ministry on
the instruction of the Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse held
discussions with relevant authorities including the affected fami-
lies perceived that the 100/200 metre Buffer zone, identified
along the coastal belt could be revised under the exceptional
circumstances. Accordingly the recommended stand of the Buffer
zone in the district of Colombo, Kalutara, Galle, Matara and
Hambantota has been reduced upto the minimum of 35 metres
in certain Divisional Secretaries Divisions. The 200 metre ear-
lier Buffer Zone introduced in the districts of Ampara, Batticaloa,
Trincomalee and Jaffna has been reduced upto a minimum of
50 metres.
Cambodia to stop arms smuggling: October 15 - Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen admitted that weapons had been smug-
gled from the kingdom to rebel groups in Sri Lanka, the Philip-
pines and Myanmar in recent years. Hun Sen made the admis-
sion while addressing a forum of business leaders and govern-
ment officials, promising to increase screening of containers at
the country’s borders from next week. Cambodia aims to screen
100 percent of all containers imported and exported through its
international checkpoints to fight against terrorism, smuggling
and drug trafficking, Hun Sen said. '

Only 60 percent are currently screened, according to the
prime minister. “We have to make sure that drugs won’t be
taken out of Cambodia to other countries, and we also have to
make sure that weapons won’t be smuggled out of Cambodia
to other countries”, he said adding, “Because in past years,
Cambodia used to be a place where weapons were taken to Sri
Lanka for the Tamil Tiger group, to Philippines’ Mindanao
Island and for the Karen in Myanmar. We have some docu-
ments about this”, The government has to date destroyed nearly
160,000 seized weapons, Hun Sen added. Q
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MATRIMONIAL

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
a handsome, tall, fair, post-
graduate, professional for
their slim, beautiful, fair,
graduate daughter, 28, 5°3",
trainee accountant, UK civil
service, Thiruvonum, Mars in
second house. Please send
details to

M 1451 ¢/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
an attractive, professional
bride for their doctor son, 29,
5’6", working in London as a
specialist registrar. Please
reply with details to

M 1452 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu professional
parents seek professional
bride for their UK qualified,
tall and handsome, 30 year
old doctor working in London.
Please send details to

M 1453 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents liv-
ing in Australia (Austral-
ian Citizens) seek a profes-
sional GROOM for their
daughter 26, 57", with Ph.D.
currently working as a Post
Doctoral Fellow at leading
University Medical Institute in
Australia. Contact parents
with details and chart. Email:
nathanratnam(@yahoo.com.au
(M 1454)

Sri Lankan professional
parents seek a doctor/den-
tist or medical/dental student
from a professional family for
their 24 year old, 6 foot tall
doctor son. Please send the
details with the star and rasi
(Horoscope). Please Email
to: ponkum@gmail.com

(M 1455)

Seek a Tamil Hindu profes-
sional groom, 27-31 years,
vegetarian preferred for my
British born daughter, engi-
neer, 27, 5'7", fair, details to
01325241867 (UK)

(M 1456)

Large House and Plot of

Bare Land for Quick Sale °

Large House situated on Kandy Road,
Ariyalai, Jaffna needing some renovation,

15 minutes walk from Jaffna Kachcheri and
15 larchems bare land with well near Ariyalai
Sithivinayagar Temple; both for immediate sale.
To contact, please telephone

020 8933 3302 (UK)

in the mornings till 2 P.M.
or after 7 P.M. or weekends.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 7

ABOUT PEOPLE AND EVENTS

OBITUARIES

Mr. Thambiah Anandarat-
nam, Retired teacher, Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai; belo-
ved husband of.(late) Naku-
lambikai; loving father of Nir-
maladevi, (late) Niranjana-
devi, Sushiladevi and Siva-
ranjini (Sri Lanka); loving gra-
ndfather of Sivaram and Um-
aram; brother of (late) Gna-
naratnam, Arumugaratnam
and Nithyaratnam (Sri La-
nka); loving brother-in-law of
(late) Shanmuganathan,
(late) Vivekananthan, Kama-
lambikai , Dr.Sarvananthan
(Malaysia) and Jokambikai
(UK), father-in-law of Dhaya-
fan and Sivarupan (Sri Lanka)
passed away peacefully after
a brief illness on 16th Sep-
tember 2005 in Sri Lanka.
The funeral took place at
Vaddukoddai, Jaffna.

He will be greatly missed
and fondly remembered by
his loved ones, relatives, col-
leagues, friends and many of
his students in Sri Lanka and
abroad. Members of his fam-
ily wish to thank all those who
attended the funeral, sent flo-
ral tributes and messages of
sympathy and assisted in
many ways during the period
of sorrow. We regret our in-
ability to thank you all indi-
vidually.

- Dr. & Mrs Jayaratnam,

31 Lord Avenue, liford,
Essex IG1 OHP.

SRI LANKA INFORMATION SITE

WWW.srilankans.com

Dr. Kumaran Ratnasin-
gham, Staff Associate Spe-
cialist in Anaesthesia in Ro-
yal Infirmary Hospital, Edin-
burgh ; born in Colombo on
the 18th of August 1953, pas-
sed away in Glasgow, Scot-
land on the 1st of September
2005 after a brief illness.
Kumaran was the loving son
of the late Mr. and Mrs
S.J.Ratnasingham; loving
brother of late Chandra
Rajan; eldest and most lov-
ing grandson of late Mr. and
Mrs. S.K.Rasiah-and late Mr.
and Mrs.J.C.Sabaratnam,
(both of Tellippallai); most
loving nephew of Mrs.Ruby
Ratnasingham, Satkuna
Singham (both of Colombo})
and Thevaranee Rasiah of
London.

The funeral took place in
Glasgow on 10th September
2005.

Thevaranee and all mem-
bers of the family wish to ex-
press their sincere thanks to
all those who comforted
them during their time of tre-
mendous loss, sent floral
tributes, supported and as-
sisted them in numerous
other ways.

- Thevaranee Rasiah,
64 Jessup Close,
London SE 18 7HB.
Tel: 0208 311 9967.
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IN MEMORIAMS

The Sixth Year Remembrance
Treasured Memory of
CHINNIAH SIVAGNAGNAM

Years on years may roll along.
Time may fly without a song,
But everlasting memories

Of one with a Golden Heart
Will not be wiped away.

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by his devoted
wife Nancy Saraswathyrani, children and family.

Fourth Year Remembrance

fourth anniversary of his
passing away on 4th October
2001.

Sadly missed and lovingly re-
membered by his ever lov-
ing wife Gnanadevi; sons
Ranjan, Mohan and daughter-
in-law Pavithra. You have
never left our hearts and our
thoughts as we remember
you in our daily life. We will
treasure your love, wisdom
and beautiful memory for
ever.

Mrs. Sekeram, Ranjan,
Mohan and Pavithra.

In loving memory of Mr. S.
Sivagnanasekeram on the

29, Pirathosam
30. Feast of St. Andrew

10. Feast of St. Leo, the Great
11. Eekathasi; lyppasi Velli
(4); Feast of St. Martin the
Great

13. Pirathosam

15. Fullmoon; Feast of St.

Wedding Bells

Forthcoming Events

19. Sankadahara Sathurthi
21. Kaarthigai Somavaram (1)

Albert the Great We congratulate the
16. Karthigai; Feast of St. following couple on their
Edmund of Abingdon recent wedding.

Vathany, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs Vijayaratna and

November

1 Amavasai; Keetharagowri
Viradham ends; All Saints
Day

2. Skanthashashti Viradham

starts; All Souls Day

4. lyppasi Velli (3)

5. Sathurthi

6. Shashti; Soorasamharam
8. Thirukalyanam

22. Feast of St. Cecilia

23. Sri Arumuga Navalar
Guru Poojah

27. Eekathasi

28, Kaarthigai Somavaram (2)

Christian, son of Dr. and Mrs
P.A.Neelaranjitha Rajah on
10th September 2005 at The
Grand Ballroom of the Hilton
on Park Lane, London W1.

Mr. K.Sivaramalingam

Deputy Principal (retired)Jaffna Hindu College
-~ An Appreciation

The sudden demise of our respected GURU

successful teacher, a forceful and convincing orator and a
literary figure of note in Sri Lanka. The countless number of
his students who are in the forefront of literary activities on a
global level is sufficient proof of his masterly guidance at
Jaffna Hindu over the decades.

It was afitting tribute for a veteran pedagogue that he was

and a fatherly figure of Jaffna Hindu on the
25th of August has created a void in our com-
munity that cannot be easily filled . He was a
full fledged product of our Alma Mater having
spent well over six decades within the portals
of the College first as a student and then as a
teacher and retired as the Deputy at the helm
of affairs.

After graduating under the tutelage of Prin-

the Chief Guest at the Kalaiarasi festival of the
JHC OBA inLondon in June 2004. The grand
finale of his career was the Vivatha Arangam in
May 2005 under his chairmanship at the Silver
Jubilee celebrations of the Illangai Kamban
Kazlagam held at the Wellawatte Ramakrishna
Mission hall where he was at his best among
the global exponents of great values. There
he was very emotional, poured his heart out
and his literary talents hit the best - may be

cipal Boyd at the Madras Christian College he
joined as a young and promising teacher at Jaffna Hindu in
1950. It was very unfortunate that within months of his mar-
riage he had a severe stroke which made him a handicap; yet
it was a proud and bold achievement that he faced all chal-
lenges in life with a smile and always in an optimistic mood.
As a young hosteller at Jaffna Hindu he escaped death and
was one of the survivors in the Pannai causeway tragedy in
1942 when a boat capsized swallowing a few young buds
early in life. His handicap never prevented him from being a

coming events cast their shadows early.

When Kambavarithi Jeyaraj and Sri Prashanthan flew into
Seychelles for a series of lectures they were blessed by our
GURU over the phone prior to their departure but when they
arrived here the next morning our respected GURU was no
more. Let us all, his students at Jaffna Hindu, carry his mis-
sion further and further on a global level.

V.Sivasupramaniam,
Former Student and Colleague, Seycheles.
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BHARATHANATYAARANGETRAM OF

ABIRA SHRI SATKUNASINGHAM

The Bharathanatya Aran-
getram of Abira Shri Satkuna
-singham took place at the
Beck Theatre, Hayes on 28th
August 2005. | have attended
many Bharathanatya Ara-
ngetrams , but Abira is eas-
ily one of the best perform-
ers of Bharathanatyam. She
is blessed with good looks,
the right stature, is not too
tall or too short. Her beauti-
ful complexion, all which en-
hance her talent. As Bha-
rathanatyamis an art that re-
quires divine gifts as well as
attaining a certain high stand-
ard of performance which
can only be achieved by rigorous training and practice. This
was very evident in every item of the programme.

Abira dedicated her first dance Pushpanjali to Lord Shiva
followed by Alarippu. The audience were absolutely spell-
bound. Her expression in'Varnam was absolutely perfect and
her beautiful eyes spoke it all. The appropriate song ‘Arupadai
Veedu’ did her credit. The artist very ably portrayed paalkadal
vaasavan in the Patham and changed the whole tempo to fast
and perfect movement in the Keerthanam ‘Anantha Koothaa-
dinar’ and breathtaking performance in ‘Mookuthi Minnu-
minuka’. Before Thilana she performed Aandal Thirrupavai
looking absolutely stunning and beautiful in the Aandal cos-
tume. Her helper in the dressing department did her proud.
The colourful costumes and beadutiful colour combination made
up for any carelessness at the beginning of the programme.

Abira is lucky as she is not only gifted, beautiful, expres-
sive and danced with feeling, as she understood the meaning
of the words of the songs, she had the support of her Guru Smt
Nalayini Rajadurai, who is an outstanding exponent, choreog-
rapher and teacher with many years of experience. The choice
of songs and choreography cleverly selected to suit the dancer
has introduced a touch of modernism into a very classical
graduation ceremony. Her very strong Nattuvangam was very
well supplemented by the sweet melodious voice of Smt Ambika
Thamotharam. | was pleasantly surprised to hear Smt Ambika,
who is a very well known and talented Karnatic musician intro-
ducing some variations in her singing in keeping with modern
demands and to suit the dancers rhythmic movement.

Abira’s dance was enhanced by the talented Mirudangist
Sri Balachandar who supported the dancer’s movement per-
fectly. Abira was also lucky to have the accompaniment of
Shri Thiyagarajah Raghavarahman on the flute supplemented
by Gadam and Kanjeera by young Sairam Ramesh and the
melodious violin player Shri Dura Balasubramaniam.

Abira’s parents, Mr and Mrs Shri Satkunsingham, should
be complimented for their dedication and love of this ancient
art and through Abira it should be maintained and promoted
so that our future generations of Tamil children will proudly
learn and follow our culture and traditions.

Best wishes for a bright future.

Mrs Mano Anathanathan
B.A.(Cey)Dip in Ed (Lon) M.A.(Lon).

| Expectations Excelled

Once again, the Aranget-
ram’ season has arrived in
London. Although there are
a fair number of Aranget-
rams, only a few artistes pur-
sue their interest. Thusan,
student of Sri Somasuntha-
ram Desigar or ‘Somu Mas-
ter’ as he is popularly known
and son of Sri and Smt.
Tharmathurai of llford had
his Miruthangam Arangetram
on 17th September 2005 at
the Beck Theatre.

When | saw Thushan on the stage, | wondered whether
thig small child could play an instrument that demands lot of
energy and stamina. | remembered seeing him playing in
Somu Master’s ‘Rasikapriya’ programme. | recalled Saint
Thirugnana Sampanthar’s lines, “Panal vayoru palan eengivan
enru neer pariveithide!” meaning, “Do not think that | am still a
small child and sympathise for not been weaned off mother’s
milk.”

The main artiste of the evening was Smt Mala Chandra-
sekar, disciple, daughter and niece respectively of the very
popular flute duo sisters, Sikkil Neela and Sikkil Kunchumani.
Smt. Mala started the concert with Lalgudi Jayaraman's
Varnam in Raga Nalinakanthi. The ease with which Thushan
played for this piece made Smt Mala comfortable, acknowl-
edging with a smile Thushan’s play all the way through the
concert. The main piece of the concert was the Ragam, Than-
am and Pallavi in Dharmavathi. Smt Mala also played Deekshi-
dar’s Maragatha valeem in Kamboji. There were other com-
positions set to different Talas as well to add variety and pro-
vided an opportunity to exhibit Thushan’s dexterity. The se-
lection of compositions was apt and excellent. Smt Mala
played them very well.

Thushan’s fingers were so versatile that he was able to
express what his mind was saying, on the instrument. He was
oozing with confidence and never faltered. In the ‘Thani
Avarthanam’ Thushan showed the Karaikudi style with Nadai
(tempo) variations. He was very well supported by Sri R N
Prakash on the Gatam, Sri Balaji on the Ganjira and Selvan
Senthuran on the Morsing. Sri Gnanasuntharam played the
violin. He is another quality product from Lalgudi School. His
raga alapana was very soothing. His Kamboji deserves a
special mention.

“Thushan’s playing made me feel that | should get on the
stage and sing a few songs’said the Chief Guest, Maha-
rajapuram Sri Ramachandran. “You can memorise the les-
sons the teacher teaches you. It is another thing to bring it in
your fingers” said Mruthanga Vidwan Karaikudi Krishna-
moorthy. To get such genuine praise from famous musicians
is in itself a great credit which Thushan truly deserves. The
Tharmathurai family and Somu Master can be very proud of
their achievements. The London music lovers have another
young talent to delight them.

-Hindolam
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Tamil Schools
Sports Festival at Southall

On August Bank Holiday, 29 August 2005,

Dates for 2006 :
Bank Holiday Monday, 01/05/06
Sunday, 09/07/06

FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
SUMMER SPORTS FESTIVAL

Tamil Schools Sports Association ( TSSA) consisting of
more than fifty Old Students Associations of Tamil Schools in
the UK, held their 14th Summer Sports festival on a grand
scale at the Warren Farm Sports Centre, Southhall on Bank
Holiday Monday, 29 August 2005. The day was filled with glo-
rious sun shine, perfect for a day of sports.

The main sponsor of the event was none other than the
Fast Cash — a member of the MCG group of companies, a
household name in many Sri Lankan homes for sending door
to door remittances to Sri Lanka. Amongst their many activi-
ties, they have become sponsors for promoting sporting ac-
tivities amongst the Sri Lankan Community here in the UK.
Therefore, it was no surprise that Mr Mike Cooke, the Manag-
ing Director of MCG readily agreed to be TSSA(UK)’s main
sponsor for the first time this year. A grand Raffle Draw was
also organised with return air tickets to the Far East, Co-
lombo and Skywards points, all sponsored by Srilankan Air-
lines. Carlton Leisure (UK) Ltd. and Vision were the other
sponsors.

There were competitions for all ages and over one thou-
sand participants competed in the events — Cricket for the
Over 40s, Cricket & Netball for the Adults, Under 16 and Un-
der 14 and Football for the Under 10s. The very young ones
were not left out either and they enjoyed a day of Athletics.
Volleyball and Kili Thattu were also prominent events for the
Adults. This is a clear demonstration of TSSA’s effort to
promote sporting skills and talents amongst the younger gen-
eration of Sri Lankans.

The Chief Guest for the event was Mr Rasathurai, Princi-
pal, Jaffna Central College,(one of the oldest schools in Jaffna,
with a large student population), who came especially for this
occasion. For the first time in the history of a Tamil Commu-
nity event, five Mayors (three of whom are Tamils), Ma yor of
Ealing, Cllr Elliott, Mayor of Kingston-upon-Thames. Clir
Yoganathan, Mayor of Gedling, Clir Dr Raj Chandran, Ma yor
of Stockport, Clir Shan Alexander and Mayor of Guildford, Clir
Baker were in attendance. Other dignitaries included Mem-
ber of Parliament, Hon. Steve Pound.

The opening ceremony of hoisting the TSSA( UK) flag was
performed by the Mayor of Ealing, Clir Elliott ably supported
by Hon Steve Pound, MP and Mr Mike Cooke of MCG Ltd,
followed by the OSAs raising their own college flags. The
Chief Guest, Mr Rasathurai, in his speech, commended
TSSA’s involvement in the development of sports in the North
East, re-establishing JSSA in Jaffna after fifteen years, re-
introducing and sponsoring football and netball competitions
amongst the Jaffna Schools at Zonal level and for organizing

a prize-giving ceremony for all winners in the district. He also
praised TSSA's involvement in the Sports Academy for
NorthEast (SANE) project at a cost of over £2,500,000. The
day concluded with the raffle prize draw and the prize-giving
during which the winners received their trophies from their
distinguished guests. The much coveted, TSSA(UK) Chal-
lenge Trophy for the Aduits Cricket was won for the third suc-
cessive year by Kambarmalai Maha Vidyalam team and they
received their trophy from Mike- Cooke, the main sponsor of
the event.

The results of the other competitions are as follows:

Cricket — Over 40 St Johns College
Under 16 Mahajana College
Under 14 Urumpirai Hindu College
Netball - Adults Chundukuli Girls High School
Under 16 Tamil Association of Brent
Under 14 Kingston Tamil School
Football - Under 10 Mahajana College
Volleyball Kandeepan Club
Killi Thattu KumaraNagar Eluchchi

The first, second and the third prizes from the raffle draw
were won by ticket numbers 6057, 0538 and 6061 respec-
tively. Once again. TSSA(UK) have made their mark amongst
the Tamil Community and attracted thousands of visitors to
their biggest event of the year.

Itis worthy of note that TSSA(UK) is expanding it’s activi-
ties in promoting sports amongst the younger generation -
demonstrated by their recent trip to the NorthEast with a net-
ball team consisting of Sri Lankan Children born and bred in
the UK. They played several matches with the schools and
made donations towards their sports development.

TSSA (UK) is an independent, charitable, collective or-
ganisations of OSA s in the UK serving Tamil Schools in Sri
Lanka and it is run by volunteers under formal rules and con-
stitution. The President and the Executive Committee deserve
our special praises for their sheer commitment and hard work
for the community. Their effort in promoting sports amongst
the younger generation both here in the UK and in our home-
land should be applauded, appreciated and supported. We
invite all Tamils to join hands in supporting TSSA (UK) in all
their activities! '

Long live TSSAN

Please Call:

75047

EMERGENCY TRAVEL ONLY )) ))-SRILANKA

07956 676 360

-SOUTH INDIA
-SINGAPORE




40 TAMIL TIMES

OCTOBER 2005

PROFESSOR
THURAIAPPAH SENTHEYVAL

Institute of Chartered Accountants. He was also an examiner
for some of the Accountancy examinations.

In 1978, Senthy was awarded a “Commonwealth Assign-
ment” in Papua New Guinea in the Auditor Generals Depart-
ment. After a spell of 10 years in that depart-

It was with great sadness that | received
the news that Professor Thuraiappah
Sentheyval had passed away on 18/08/05. He
was 73 years old. He was affectionately called
Senthy by his friends and colleagues.

Senthy and | were close friends for over 35
years. We were also colleagues for over 10
years in the Auditor General’s Department of
Sri Lanka. When [ visited him in August last
year | was shocked to see him in a poor state
of health.

Senthy was an intellectual and academic.
He had a passion for higher studies. He got
his B.Sc. (Econ) London degree at a young
age. He was awarded a scholarship by the
Government to follow the Sri Lankan Chartered
Accountancy course. He completed the final

ment he relinquished his services while hold-
ing the post of Deputy Auditor General to join
the Faculty of Commerce at the University of
Papua New Guinea. Senthy was appointed Pro-
fessor of Commerce’ at the university which post
he held for many years. While at the University,
he wrote books on Taxation and Consolidated
Accounts, which are widely used.. After retire-
ment from the University, he was appointed the
Managing Director of PNG Polytechnic Train-
ing Institute.

In 1999, he co-founded with his son, Senthil-
Kumaran, ‘TSK International’, a Consultancy
firm and ‘The International Training Institute’..
The latter was established to teach and train
accountancy and computing students. Thus, he
had done a yeoman service to the accountancy

examination well within the scholarship pe-

riod and was admitted as a Chartered Accountant by the Insti-
tute in SriLanka. He was also awarded an Audit related schol-
arship to USA by the Government of Sri Lanka. Senthy was
well known in the fields of accounting and auditing in Sri
Lanka.

He joined the Auditor General’s Department of SriLanka
in 1966. Senthy’s wide knowledge and competence in account-
ing/ auditing were well recognised in the department and earned
him high reputation. Successive Auditors General had en-
trusted important audit assignments to him and nominated
him to represent the department in various high-powered com-
mittees and forums (local and international). He was also
assigned the task of training audit staff. He ably assisted the
Auditor General in preparing his annual reports to Parlia-
ment. He was selected to the post of Deputy Auditor General
amidst very keen competition.

Senthy was one of the best lecturers in accounting and
auditing in the country. He lectured on these subjects to the
students preparing for various accountancy examinations both
foreign and local including Chartered Accountants’ Examina-
tion. Several hundreds of students greatly benefited from his
expert handling of these subjects in his lectures. He was also
a part iime lecturer in accounting at the Briton Institute from
1972 till 1978. He served in a number of committees of the

student population, which is really a positive contri-
bution for development of that country.

Professor Senthy was a person of sterling qualities. He
was very simple and humble. He had an irresistible sense of
humour and maintained a cool temperament, even in the midst
of a crisis, but with strong conviction. He was a true friend,
guide, and adviser to many and was very generous in helping
those who sought his assistance. He helped a number of Sri
Lankans in finding employment in Papua New Guinea

Senthy was a person of such strong will and determination
that he was able to manage his failing health during the last
few months of his life. His beloved wife Inthirani took great
care of him. She, their son Senthil Kumaran and daughter Sri
Gowrie were a great source of strength and consolation to
him. He was a loving husband and a devoted father. He was
gratified by the laudable successes achieved by his chil-
dren. The son is an Accounting graduate and a Master in
Information Systems. The daughter is a degree holder in Visual
Arts and Teaching.

The demise of Senthy was a great loss to his wife, chil-
dren and family. | have lost my dear friend and the account-
ancy profession one of its eminent members.

May his soul rest in peace.

K. VELAYUTHAMPILLAI
(Retired Director, Treasury)

His Worship, The Mayor of Ged-
ling, Nottingham, Clir Dr. Raj
Chandran and Lady Mayoress Dr.

Dr. Raj Chandran

prus, Germany, Belgium and Belize.
He is a Fellow of the Royal Society
of Medicine. As Fellow of the Royal

Qudsia Chandran are both GPs in

Sutton-in-Ashfield. They have three
grown up children. Dr. Raj Chandran
was appointed Commissioner, Com-
mission for Racial Equality in 1992
and served for eight years and was
the longest serving Commissioner
ever. He has been a Police Surgeon
for the Nottinghamshire Constabu-
lary, has served Her Majesty as Ma-
jor in the Royal Army Medical Corps
and has worked in the Military Hospi-
tals in Singapore, Gan Islands, Cy-

Elected Mayor of Gedling

Society of Arts, he and Qudsia were
presented to the Queen at the Garden
Party held recently, under the patron-
age of the Duke of Edinburgh to cel-
ebrate 250 years of the

Royal Society. As Mayor, he has
chosen D.A.R.E. (Drug Awareness
Resistance Education) for schools in
the Gedling Borough as his (Mayor’s)
Charity for the municipal year. He be-
lieves that the fabric of our society is
being eroded by drug taking and wants
to nip it in the bud in schools.
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Miss Saranya Ravindran’s

Vocal Arangetram
Ashcroft Theatre, Fairfield Halls, Croydon - 1-10-2005

An Arangetram is always a momentous event for the
student - whether in music or dance - the teacher and the
parents and family.

Once in a while, one is aware of sheer luminescence
in a singer, instrumentalist or dancer. | think | can speak
for us all in saying that Saranya'’s radiant recital at Croy-
don on October 1, 2005 was an inspiration and joy to us.

alapana, Saranya’s creativity was mirrored beautifully by
that of her violinist, Balu Raghuraman. Again in the field
of manodharma, she gave us an impressive Niraval, fol-
lowed by svaram of great mathematical precision. There
ensued a Tani by the percussionists that would more
accurately be termed Trio! Quite delightful!

After the interval, during which we were hospitably
refreshed by Saranya’s dear parents, Sri and Smt. Ravin-
dran, the Arangetram re-commenced with a Purvikalyani
piece by Nilakanta Sivan — Anandanatamaduvar.
Saranya then regaled us with Ragam, Tanam and Pallavi
in Charukesi — a wonderful choice! The eloquence of her
Alapana was a sheer delight, lyrical and inventive. She

She not only sang impeccably, but ex-
uded in her presence a sense of calm
Joy and deep devotion and commit-
ment. She is a star pupil of Smt.
Sivasakthi Sivanesan, resident teacher
of Karnatic Music — Vocal and Vina- at
Bhavan UK's premises in London.

Saranya commenced her studies
with ‘Auntie’, as Smt. Sivasakthiji is af-
fectionately known by us all at the
Bhavan, when she was six and, from
the start, made steady and committed
progress in her studies both in Practi-
cal and in theory. Teaching the latter,
your reviewer had therefore the privi-
lege of also seeing Saranya’s talent
and application, and appreciating her
sheer quality as a human being. What
an asset to the world of music, both
Karnatic and Western (she is going for
Grade Vi) she is!

Her talent inspired wonderful ac-

did full justice to Tanam, wherein her
brigas were really impressive. The tala
for the Pallavi, Khanda Triputa, gave
Saranya full opportunity to demon-
strate again her mathematical skills,
both in the sahitya — position and in
the svaram, wherein she deftly divided
the avarta into two equal halves of 4 %
+4 1 beats!

I was particularly impressed by her
choice of pieces after the Ragam,
Tanam and Pallavi. Sometimes these
tend to be somewhat trivial, as | recall
over many many years, but not so with
our Saranya! First was Amarndu
aranum, in Kharaharapriya, Adi tala,
composed by Sivasakthiji’s revered
Guru, Yalppanam N. Veeramani lyer.
How moving and tender this was! Then
we heard a rare piece, Bhavayami, in
Yamuna Kalyani and Khanda Chapu,
by Annamacharya. This again had all

companiments by supporting artistes. Sri Balu Raghu-
raman, Bhavan UK's resident Violin teacher, performed
beautifully and with great tenderness. The Mridangam
playing of Sri M. Balachander, resident Mridangam teacher
at the Bhavan complemented Saranya’s performance
most eloquently. Sri R.R. Prathap from Bangalore, gave
a scintillating commentary with his Ghatam. Most wel-
come too was Sri Kandiah Sithamparanathan, giving in-
imitable and delightful accompaniment on Morsing. All
were kept to the disciplined Sruti of Miss Jananee
Sivagnanasundaram, Saranya’s Cousin.

After the opening Varnam, Nera nammiti, in Kanada
raga, Ala tala, Saranya gave us the Hamsadhvani piece
by Lalithadasar, Ganapatiye Niye, set to Ada tala. We
had herein our first taste of her great way with Alapana,
truly a test of a budding artiste’s creativity, She excels in
what musicians term “attack” — and this was especially
heard in her svaram for Hamsadhvani. These followed
an impeccable rendering of the first of Tyagaraja’s
Pancharatnam kritis — Jagadanandakaraka in Nattai,
unique among these in being triply “signed” by the com-
poser.

Next, Saranya performed Dikshitar’s Hiranmayim
Lakshmim, in Lalitha raga, Rupaka tala. For me, this
was one of the most moving passages in her entire per-
formance, radiating tenderness and devotion as it did.
These then followed the main piece before the interval,
Nannu Palimpa, in Mohanam, Adi tala, by Tyagaraja. In

the tenderness and calmness of a lullaby. Subramanya
Bharathi’s Sollavallayo in Kiravani then followed.

Saranya’s brilliant solo debut concluded with Tillana
in Revati, Misra Chapu, by Lalgudi Jayaraman and verses
from Thiruppugazh in Desh.

Before the Tillana, we had the privilege of hearing the
Chief Guests, the renowned Violinists Sri R. Ganesh and
Sri R. Kumaresh. They spoke warmly and in an illumi-
nating manner, of Saranya and all the musicians, and it
was a delight how they spoke - as they play - as a duo!

Also present as a Guest of Honour was Smt. Patricia
Rozario, O.B.E., the renowned Opera singer hailing from
Mumbai, who is also the principal solo exponent of the
devotional music of Sir John Tavener, the renowned Birit-
ish composer. Present with her husband, Mark Troop,
Patricia spoke with warmth and professional apprecia-
tion of Saranya’s talent. Your reviewer was also privileged
to speak on this joyous occasion.

The compeering by Smt. Anandarani Balendra was
excellent, and the lighting and sound ably supervised by
Sri Sivashankar.

My wife Wendy, my sishya from Bangalore Rajani and
I, together with all of us privileged to be at the Ashcroft
Theatre that day, thank Sri and Smt. Ravindran for their
wonderful kindness and hospitality. We congratulate and
bless dear Saranya on her sheer talent and artistry, and
thank her profoundly for the glimpses of that world be-
yond that she shared with us. - Dr. John R. Marr
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ANy Tive, ANYWHERE - You caN GeT THERE WiTH LINKAIR WEecan GeT You THE BEST
FARE, THE OTHERS WON’T COMPARE MAKE SURE You BooK wiTH LINKAIR

Travels Limited

SRI LANKAN AIRLINES QATAR AIRWAYS
; COLOMBO from £410 COLOMBO from £390 ;
Srilankan  |NDIA from £325 INDIA from £295
HONGKONG, BANGKOK DUBAI from £215 “’”ﬁ*’“‘*
SINGAPORE SINGAPORE  from £390
KUALA LUMPUR from £360 KUALA LUMPUR from £390
(valid from 20™Aug 05 to 30* Nov 05) BANGKOKfrom £380
{Valid from 20¥Aug 05 to 30" Nov 05}

Our phone lines now open from
'7am to 11pm, 7 days a week

Please ring (D20 8GGS 20
Or book on-line, take your TIME and plan your TRAVEL at your LEISURE www.linkair.co.uk
_Linkair Travels Ltd, 361 London Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 3PB

IATA




GTRAVEL & SHIPPING © AIR FREIGHT GTRAVEL © SHIPPING & AIR FREIGHT®

-3 GLEN CARRIERS LTD &3 (2

Community

| Airfreight | The most trusted in the business 20 Years
Twice aweek

MOST COMPETITIVE AIRFARES TO COLOMBO & OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
| Goods go to our

bonded Warehouse Fly Home with the The most trusted and relioble name in the trade
‘ in Sri Lanka || ﬂ) | _{ | @ ol
Una;;og;.ﬁga;md ‘ CIATAR-AIHWJW'E- Kuwait Alrways AL KRR st dp BIEWATE

by Sea or Air from £ 410 from£ 340 | from£270 | from£ 385

Fortnightly Shipments | +I§ﬁ§5 +Taxes +Taxes +Taxes

NIy | until 30Nov. 05 valid valid . valid valid
66 New Nuge Road | R RERIT | until 30Nov. 05 | until 28 Nov. 05 | until 09 Dec. 05 | until 30 Nov. 05
Peliyagoda @ Presidential Election Special Fare on Sri lankan Airline

£ 270 + Taxes Economy class ;
%ﬁﬁ € 708 + Taxes Business class (Sri Lankan passport holders only)

ETA COLOMEBQ 10 NOV 2005 ‘ Free Extensions to India, Bangkok, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, & Hong Kong

| 04 NOV 2005 RING US FOR OTHERSPECIAL FARES Hot Line 020 8743 7353
ETACOLOMED 23 NOV 2005

18 NOV 2005 | India 3 Fareast £360 on Sri Lanka Airlines ( no Stopover in Colombo)

D

02 DEC 2005 ' | Tel: 020 8740 8379, 020 8748 0585, 020 8743 7353, Fax: 020 8740 4229
| ETACOLOMBO 21DEC 2005 wle/ Emall: glencarriers@aol.com Website: http:/iwww.glencarriers.co uk
[ ALL FARES EXCLUDE TAXES - TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY - CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED SUBJECT TOTE

ETACOLOMBO 07 DEC2005 | mes, 14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London, W3 oRG .
IATAR

SKY WINGS LTD

MAINAGENTFOR TRAVEL AGENT “Skywing. ... Where the Sunnever sets”  Simply the bestin Price %wfce

OoO<=20 S6 7= PP T I robilerms0sTsn pshours

Wkr wwwskywingaooik
119 HIGH STREET, TOOTING, LONDON SW1708Y  Cmaikbaladskywingscouk

e i

SRILANKANAIRLINES z{ WS | COLOMBO £360+Taxes o€

UNBELIEVABLE OFFER!  § T

COLCMED fre370+Taes | Bangkok £380+ tax, QATAR ARWAYS
coLomBo r E243+Taues Dubai £205 + tax, Bomba
r K : y £335 +tax,
i Degarture from 10« 16 Hav, COCHIR frE385+Tauss Trivandrum & Cochin £355 +tax |
COLOMED " £410-Taess ;ﬂﬂgwm H\;?::E%ggs | Kuala Lumpur & Manilla £355 + tax .
Ursil 30eh Mew (0 selected fiights anlyl Hl:!-'-U-*.L’ﬁ'P‘JR “  SPECIAL FARE = LDnan tﬂ S” Lanha -
fr E450<Taxes Uil 1AnDet) o £410 00 +Taxes
MADRAS (E325¢Tes  DUEA Ir£390+Taxes TR & m‘,mnmsagfm sitaggan
COCH BANGALCRE, TAALIRLH e :
HONG KONG HE3BOTHS oo e TORONTO s FEITiI'.Y Fares available
BENGHOK, SNGAPORE, KUELALUPUR BEUNG " e Y o £969 inc T stz to Colombo and India ==
At e by S LTTEE mTBE o SriLankan Airlines - Call Now

% B / RIGH 32MITEHAMRDAD.TUUTW&SWWQEIG'rw“i
ravel R 020 8767 7775E%) b

The RIGHT people to do business with |
£ MAIL: info@skybooker.com FAX: 020 8767 5991, MOBILE 07850 876921 Leszesl

=¥ Lol 300 Now(On selecied fignts anly) | Singapore £390+ tax,
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