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YOUNG TAMIL DRAMATIST
K. S. SIVAKUMARAN. B.A.,

Former Tamil Drama Advisory
Panned.

Asst. News Editor
Sri Lenka Broadcasting .Corporation

Anthony Jeeva, ayoung Tamil Dramatist from
Colombo is perhaps one of thz first few of thz
clan to have understood thz necassity to colla-
borata with the Sinhala theatremen to evolve
a National Drama in our country. He has been
a keen absorver of the advancing Sinhala The-
atre and had baen associating with people like
Mr.Dayananda Gunawardena and others.He isa
very enthusiastic and artistically inclinad youth
and in concernad with the portrayal of social
p:oblems in his plays. Apart from writing
piays, h2 has also witten a few short stories
and critical essays. He has also directed afew
plays himself.



For the last ten years or so he has been possiti-
vely engaged in the field of drama. In 1970, he
produced his own play “Mullill Roja” and in
the following year his directicn cf the play
««Theerpu” -earned him ccme notice by the
critics. He has directed about ten plays so far.
His *‘Akkini Pookal’’ in 1972 tried to portray
the class struggle of the proletariat, and was
perhaps the first of its kind on Tamil stage.
Anthony Jeeva is also a journalist having
edited a film journa! called “Kavitha”

It wil be interesting to read what a practising
dramatist has got to say about ~»Tamil Drama in
Sri Lanka” . Further such a tcck will fill the
gap that has persisted tifl now. A course of

discipline in drama and taining ebroad will

definitely help our dramatists to progress and
thus build up our repertoire of good Tamil
plays in the whole range of National Drama.

K. S SIVAKUMARAN, B.A.,
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TAMIL PLAYWRIGHT

Anthony Jeeva, who represents Sri Lanka at the Art
and Literary Conference of Tamil Nadu naxt month has
the distinction of having one of his plays banned
hecause it offended the taste of the Censors.

The 32 years old playwright, who is a familiar figure
in Tamil literary circles, will read paper on “Tamil
Theatré in Sri Lanka’ Anthony Jeeva says his paper will
stress that the first Tamil play as we know it was wrilten
in Sri Lanka by the poet Pullavar Mutukumaraswa ™y in
the 19ih century Till then he says there were only the
folk play and strect dramas,

Anthony Jeeva has about ten plays to his credit
“Akkini Pookal” a play he wrote in 1972, won the
second prize at the Central Bank Tamil Literary Associ-
ation Drama Festival held recently. The play portrays
the class struggle and is said to be the first of its
kind on the Tamil stage.

Among his other plays that are well known to Tamil
audiences are *Mullil Raja’ “Paravaigal” and *‘Kavidha™
The last named has only three characters and is unusual
in the Tamil theatre.

Jeeva who was born and grew up in Colombo, speaks
Sinhala fluently. [t was theSinhala theatre that inspired
him to take to playwriting in Tamil. Dayananda Gunawr-
dena’s “Nari Bena” and Henry Jayasena's Hunuwataya
Katawa” he says, were the main influences.

Ehsan Sourjah

{Bunday Obsorver Jaly 30, 1878)
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