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1. Cattle

Large numbers of cattle are sent every year from the Jaffna peninsula for
pasture during the dry season on the plains of the Mullaitivu District, and
some are also sent to the Vavuniya District.

The averege number is 2,500a year.

From replies to circulars addressed to the chief headmen in1872, it
appeared that more than a thousand herd of black cattle are let loose
upon the plains of Putukkudiyiruppu and Karikkaddumulai North during
the season of cultivation every year, between 300 or 400 in
Karikkaddumulai South. JPLM.p.207-208
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. The great decrease in the period 1798- 1807 was of course mainly due 1o
the troubled state of the country and its depopulatian. Since then murrain,
which is never absent from the Vanni, has been the chief cause .
JPLM.p.207-208
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1. There werein 1891,701 “Moor men” in the Vavuniya district, or 8.6 of
the total population, and 438 in the Mullaitivu District,or 5.9 per cent.
The percentage in the Vavuniya District is high, though the number is
small, but fewer Moormen are born in Mullaittivu than in any other district
in the Island. JPLM.p.80
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1. The Vavumya Moormen have thirteen villages of their own; those of
Mullaittivu, with the exception of perhaps fifty resident in the town and
one family in Tunukkay (at Kalvilan), live at Tanniyuttu, where they form
a considerable majority of the population. JPLM.p.80

2. The largest Moor village in the Vavuniya District is Chuduventapulavu in
Chinnachcheddikkulam West, with a population of nearly 200. The ~thers.
are Paddanichchipuliyankulam in Kilakkumulai South;’ Anaiviluntan and
Chinnachchippikkulam in Chinnachcheddikkulam East; Velaivaittakulam,
Andiyapuliyankulam, Putukkulam, and Vaikalittevarkulam in
Chinnachcheddikkulam west; Pokkaravanni, Kakkaiyankulam, and
Panichchaikkulam in Metukumulai; and Chiraddikulam and Kuttimulai in
Panankamam. Those villages marked with an asterisk were Moor villages
in 1817.JPLM.p.80. :
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[n 1817 there were only 96 at Tanniyuttu, JPLM.p.80,
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1. The two Districts were more on an equality as regards “medical men
(parikaris or vederalas), of whom there were 15 in Vavuniya and 14 in
Mullaitivu. JPLM.p.89
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1. Another Vanni criminal who had escaped 2 ¥2 years (1810 - 2 2 =1807 }%)
before from Mullaitivu jail, where he was awaiting trial for murder, was

ai this time a member of Pandara’s band which was making preparations
to attack Mullaitivu. JPLM.p.239.

20 e Received five or six Malay’s went with them to his district, from
- there send persons have call “Pariary Velon” ( a prisioner who had escaped
from Mullaitivu).JPLM.p.22.

Sufferers from Pandara Vanniyan’s Isurrection.

3. Barend de Wolff an “European Surgeon and Vaccinator * of Mullaitivu
for eleven years, died in 1807. His wife, also an European, applied for a
pension, representing that she and her husband had lost all their property
in the trobles of Pandara Vanniya. JPLM.p319.
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1. This may may have been Ponar Vannichchiyar of the Panankamam chief’s
family, whom Mr.Dyke met at Mullaitivu, apparenly in 1842. (Cordinar,
Vol.11., pp 243-6 Diary of August 22, 1842.) JPLM.p.19

2. Their last descendant and representative was an old lady ,who in 1848
resided nearthe Fort of Jaffna and enjoyed a small hereditart estate.”’the
remnant of her ancestral possessions”. “Ceylon an account of the Island-
1859.by J.E.Tennent —page 110. JPLM.p.19
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Gamemni  Beusvedt

Ceylon Almanac - 1853 (Page-367)

Native Headmen - 1852 -

Velar Kathiren - Odiar of Meipattoo south and East 4i 10s |
Koonger Veloo - ditto of ditto North 4i 10s

Koner Velan - ditto of Karekattomole south 4i 10s

Ceylon Almanac - 1862 (Page - 339)

Native Headmen - 1861 -

Koner Velon ' - ditto Karikkadumolei south 121
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e R X .

Bounisd on the Sorth-Zast by Land described in Plam ¥o, 7%,

—————South-East & ¥est by Roada.

OONTMHIHG IN EXTENY f. oo2¢.

i Surveyed by Mr.Asst.Surveyor J. Stoddart, in 1864, SURVEYORGENERAL'S OFRMCE,
Apphied fag, ma:_'ys

Draws byl Cotomie, 2Tth FPebruary 1875.
g;’:" '”v} Surveyor-General's Offce,
Reged. 13 Colombo,_ 23 -m-zoo:v Sgd: 1.6, Jervois -
Fees Pd. o} “TRUE COPY™ Colonel.
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LINGAJOTHY'S OPENING REMARKS ....

I am aware from the elders of my family that my ancestors
have been credited with many fetes may it be traditional medical
practices, administration of the local area, astrology, astronomy,
spirituality, temple building, building an irrigation system for
improving cultivation, etc.

They were also warriors who were experts in martial arts
and other forms of fighting. It is said there were my family
members who knew martial arts (in Tamil, Seenady or Vilayaddu),
which they practiced religiously and regularly.

I felt as a youngster, much of the information about our
family would be forgotten if someone from our family had not
taken the trouble to document them. It was my understanding
that many folk songs were sung about our family’s glorious past.
Many copper and ola leaves (palm leaf manuscripts of
medicopharmacopia) were in the possession of our family, which
were later lost or destroyed due to the elements. I felt the history
of our local area, namely Mullayawalai/Thaniyootu-Kanukkerny,
is intertwined with the history of my family, namely the Kathirvelu
Vinnasythamby dynasty.

I heard from local historians who have no PhDs from
accredited universities but are people with a wealth of information,
that Kenukkerny was a kingdom many centuries ago. When I
happened to read Vaiyapadal, what I hitherto had heard from local
historians about Kannukerny being a kingdom, but being a skeptic
I was initially not ready to accept, became clear that they were
indeed historical facts which were well documented in Tamil
literature.
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My family has not only governed the local area, but also
had shown leadership in taking to Western/English education as
early as in the 19" century. It is also a documented fact that some
of our family members also took to Christianity as early as in the
19% century. By doing this, my family members were able to show
that they were intelligent enough to adapt with the times, as well
as able to learn and embrace a new faith. They were able to live
in harmony with Christians as well as Muslims. They were brave
people who did not fear the unknown or the outside world.

Despite the myth perpetuated by various interested parties,
the people in the kingdom of Kanukkerny were sophisticated,
literate, and people of substance. The Vanni people have often
been misunderstood as others have distorted their history for their
own benefit. This is the other reason why I wanted to document
my family history.

My research proved that there is no other family that could
claim the royal title to the kingdom of Kanukkerny, other than
the family of Kathirvelu Vinnasythamby. When I read Vaiyapadal
and JP Lewis’ Manual of Vanni, it became clear that what was
previously known as the Kanukkerny kingdom, has been
subsequently renamed Karikkaddumoolai. Not only was it
renamed Karikkaddumoolai, but was also divided into
Karikkaddumoolai North and Karikkaddumoolai South.
Furthermore, it was recently renamed once again as Maritime
Pattu (Mullaitivu District). In the last century, Thaniyootu has
become almost the de facto capital of the Kanukkerny Kingdom,
and Mullaitivu the important town of its coastal region (please
refer to JPLM page 18 & 266).

Since the colonial masters had wanted to sideline the
original rulers (native chiefs/petty kings), they had conferred
various titles on those who were subservient to them, and had
used their obedient servants to govern Karikkaddumoolai.
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It is interesting to note that according to Jaffna History by
A. Mootootamby Pillay, page 84; “Portuguese ordered the royal
families cannot use title such as Rasa, instead usage of Mudali
was allowed”. Furthermore, Mootootamby Pillay states at page
95; “Dutch sold Mudali title for 18 Iraisal (a currency) for
anybody, even an unfit person.” '

I felt that by writing this book, I must glorify the local
rulers and chieftains who had governed the Tamil homeland in
the north and east of Sri Lanka (primarily in the Vanni region)
and had fervently opposed the colonial rule.

It is the same land which sustained and supported the local
chieftains such as Pandara Vanniyan, Pariyari Velon, and Raja
Vinnasy, to expel the invaders, which is still supporting the Tamil
struggle for freedom. The land that supported those chieftains is
now supporting the chieftain of all chieftains, the Tamil national
leader Mr V. Prabakaran. I believe it is the true spirit of this land,
known as Addangapattu, which has now become the fortress of
the Tamil struggle, which will eventually lay the foundation for
Tamil freedom.

As we are now at a critical juncture in our own freedom
struggle, it is appropriate to look back in time to see and
acknowledge those chieftains and petty rulers, however small a
territory they may have controlled, as true patriots who did not
let the flame of freedom and independence extinguish, even in
the face of the onslaught from colonial rulers, from this historically
important Tamil heartland known as Ithayaboomi.

At this juncture, T remember with pride, Mahalingam
Thileepan (Major Curdles), a great martyr, who is also a great
great grandson of Kaddu Rajah, who has made the supreme
sacrifice in fighting to preserve the territorial integrity of the
homeland.

Let the readers make their own judgment about this book.
O
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s8Caey  ellewdghsil  upbuegulen oynbub  uBElus
HEOIGHET GTHIOND 61(RHB6T606mev. HDTE 600 QIIHLHISEHHES (Lpeireui
Gamyp BT L Gihs Abol upbusnguient Qnadalbiwnalednbsl
FRSABE aubs CFIHHSHIH AWSNMSHIITEET6T uTuiaifld SHHEUVSHET
Osfelsdsmer. Geuissi 18 susienmbimsicd Eeomimauls o alpsmas
AUHSMLHHT. Seuimel eubHpRAW Hienpy uBBluw elugEs
Gaflwellsdensy. o Wi @60 GEU6TENT6NT & ETHL 6l ReuLsuTm
auesTeNGHAeID Usw FTHUleI®D  eupPBhiduste  eiGaniasster
HHeus0s6T OHNelbAamer. 2 Wi QeusTenTeNiabEhL 6l eUbBHEUTHET
GQDIDEENT 616 SIMPHBULILL T SIS GO SHHESSI.

FAMILY HISTORY OF KATHIRAVELU-VINNASITHAMBY
DYNASTY OF KARIKKADDUMOOLAI (VANNI)

Although there are no known written records as to the origins of this family,
history handed down by word of mouth has it that the forbearers of this family
arrived in Eelam morethan 600 years ago from the Chola territory in South
India. They set sail in 18 different boats as a convoy heading towards northeast
Sri Lanka. Their precise place of arrival is not known, but the anecdotal history
has it that in each boat, respective members of different castes sailed along
with the high caste Vellalars. In Tamil, it is said that these people travelled
with their Kuddimaigals...
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Gamp @emeuyst BAUHMETS SHEMEOMIOSIRHIE  CUHHISTENTT.
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s SEmPdHILLeni. @bsl HCsesHa WPHSYSHEHL 6T Beuiset
&OHS HTEHHMTD RbHU CQUUIT B HSHSENID.

o _FHIIemID - cuaiefWIiEsT : eDEUWITUMTL_ 676D RauBBiu Lo
HBEUGIBENT  HTEILILIG S SIB6I.

sapiEGaaiuisy FRGHAIT LSBaMiIbES GmD GemimSBEIDDHI.
@hss Geub “sgn’ €aHm SPFmTe SLLUULLSTGD.  @bsU
Wi8sesdsd amphsd (PG awbsTafuiamseh Lbonewsged
aubsl BFihs Caaalbiu subsranfulamed Bmiulsd gBult
2 paEsT Ui SuEHhe GBS TWHEHIH WHTJHEEHD BEHIUD]
g samsIneg ayalsvame. “somisCaal Grreysren”  e6s
smeolifled SGHSH WsAMNBEGD @B Brefled DeBmeTen
QLBTTRIGBENST WTTTEUGHI HHHIHETENTE DIUBEDD BanisHgis Oomsiisnd
FQUIBTS BmBGID.

A Chola Prince, who led this convoy, later intermingled with the
high caste Vellalars. The port from where they set sail in South India, as we
understand, is somewhere a little south of the famous town of Seergali.
Amongst the well-known achievements of this clan, it is noted that the
Kumarapuram temple was one of them. Although it is entirely plausible that
these people, who were later known as Kanukkerny people, would have
intermingled with possibly the previous settlers,

(i.e. Vanniers. Refer to VaiyaPaadal for further information.)

(There is a well-known tank (Kannukkerny Kulam) known to have
been built by King Kanu, after which the tank takes its name.) The precise
relationship between the prehistoric people and the later arrivals from South
India are not documented or to this date I have not come across any of them.
If anybody has any relavent documents, I would be happy to receive them,
and incorporate into a future publication of Kanukkerny Kingdom, which I

.intend to publish in the near future.
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10 B8 Bnbss1as Gmll.aruismis EredGn Osfalssii Geisng.

L&a Biteuraélwnen Qeoliflenis Bpmerd BTOHEL (Wpsuemevdda]
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GIUALIU@Genengl. Hog Bioutas GCHmeaubsTal HEMEEMLD
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sl Golsani. QpbE wsisnt esdell Uréssd CePLLBNGHS
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BIsE GlenFsGsn Rmbaieienet. ’

Population Distribution of Kanukkerny Kingdom

Although no written records are available for the population distribution of
Kanukkerny Kingdom before the colonial (Dutch/British) administrators’
records began, it is recorded in JPLM that in 1796, Mullaitivu town only had
4 huts.

JPLM page 18 states that Lieut. Thomas Nagel founded the town of Mullaitivu
by selecting this site as headquarters of his administration and by erecting a
fort there for the security of Dutch conquests. Before this, and even in the
comparatively prosperous times of the Vanni, it had only consisted of four or
five huts on the seashore.
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At this point in time, the Kannukkerny, Thaniyootu, Kumarapuram villages,
all situated together, did have almost 800 people combined. Furthermore,
according to JPLM, the combined population of these 3 villages have always
outnumbered the population of Mullaitivu town. JPLM also makes a special
mention of Thaniyootu market (JPLM page 266) in which he states that
Thaniyootu market was the largest and busiest market in the entire Vanni.

*People of this area suffered pestilence (cholera. diarrhoea, and malaria).
As a result the population died out and was redistributed to Jaffna and
Point Pedro before the arrival of the colonial powers. This explains the
low population density of this area when the Dutch arrived.
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eeuwmyfl  gount Guibpur  eenUTUTL 6960 LIV Q,&ssnd)&sﬁ
USTIINS 266NN, UHIHIUITEST FIDSHHBEG UmHMS Hbd (LPEMBHBGID,
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But history by word of mouth has it that the Kanukkerny people were soldiers
and when they were not engaged in any war, they would tender their land.

According to Mr Kailainathan (Mr Nadesu’s son, a civil engineer and a former
Australian parliamentary candidate), Kanukkerny warriors were sent to Jaffna
and Kandy on two separate occasions to quell the riots and maintain law and
order there.

I'have now had a chance to look at the Vaiya Padal by Vaiyapuri Aiyar. I find a
lot of similarities in the migration of Mappana Vellalars to Vanni in Eelam in
that historical account to the history of the Kannukkerny people’s arrival in
Eelam. However, Vaiya Padal speaks about high caste (Mappana Vellalar) people
arriving in Vanni during the mid-twelfth century from South India, also in 18
boats, but it fails to mention from which town or port they set sail from.
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Since a different time frame was given for these migrations, I am not at all
certain whether these two are one and the same, or referring to two different
groups of people migrating from South India.

In the history handed down from word of mouth, there is also a reference to
one Sithamparanather of Varani, who apparently was a chieftain, also belonging
to this Kathiravelu- Vinnasythamby Dynasty. He apparently lived in Varani in
the nineteenth century. His people were involved in the building of the
Sadanathar Sivan Temple in Jaffna. These are areas worth doing further
research to establish the origins of the Kannukkerny people.

*This writer has made contact with Mrs Uma Mahlieswary, the Registrar
of Varani, to obtain information on the Sithamparanather of Varani.
However, according to Mrs Maheswary, that may have been a reference
to Mr Sithamparapillai and not Mr Sithamparanather. It is my view that
further research must be done to establish the history of the Kathiravelu-
Vinnasythamby Dynasty to Varani.
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Pariyary Velon (Pariyari means a medicine man (JPLM))
Pariyary Velon = Velan 1 = Kathirvelan

JPLM states there was a man by the name of Pariyary Velon, a member of
Pandara Vanniyan’s band, who escaped from prison and was planning to attack
the fort at Mullaitivu.

According to a chitu (note) sent by Mudaliyar (Kadigamar) of Melpattu, dated
9% October 1810, to the English rulers, states that Pandara Vanniyan had sent
word to Pariyary Velon, asking him to attack Mullaitivu fort, as mentioned in
JPLM page 22.

Since Kaddu Raja was also known as Pariyary Vinnayar, his father Kathirvelan
would have been known as Pariyary Velon. This is a matter that needs further
research.
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The name Vinnayar is a reference to Lord Ganesh and the name Velon is a
reference to Lord Muruga. It clearly shows that the Dynasty has taken its
names from Lord Ganesh and Lord Muruga, the two sons of the Hindu supreme
god Shiva.

The family of Kanukkerny astrologer Ramalingam, has records to establish that Mrs
Ramalingam’s great grandfather was the military leader of Pandara Vanniyan’s forces
(in Tamil, Senathypathy). This family is known as Theerar’s people. I presume Mrs
Ramalingam’s great grandfather or her great great grandfather would have been related
to Pariyary Velon (Velon 1), as they are from Kanukkerny. To this date, the families
of Theerar and the Kathiravelu Vinnasythamby Dynasty are related to each other.
The writer would be grateful if members of Ramalingam’s family could give any
information regarding their forefather, who was a military leader of Pandara Vanniyan’s
forces.
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Vinnasy 1 : Vinnasy-1, who was referred to as “Kaddu Rajah” Kathirve! Vinnasy in
the Kamugam Sanday Paadal, was born circa 1820.

Velon-2 : His son Velon 2 would have been born circa 1864. Velon 2 had 5 children.
Besides Vinnasy 2, there were 2 girls and 2 boys. The girls were older than the boys.
The oldest girl was known as Sethupillai and the second was Nagammah (Nagathay).
The boys were Ayaru and Navaratnam (Miller).

Vinnasy -2 : It is known that Kaddu Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy’s grandson, Kathirvelu
Vinnasythamby, who was a chairman of Mulliyawalai Village Council and a registar
of Births , Marriages and Deaths, was born in 1894.
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Jfamilp Tree of Karikkaddumoolai

Velon -1 Pariyari Velon =1780(circa)
Pandara Vanniyan period

Kathirvelu — Pinagithamby

Veerskathi (futher)

From Varuni
Vinasi -1 Pariyari Vinayar 1820 (ciren)
Kaddu Rajah, Tnju Vinasi I |
Velon -Il Kathiraveloe <1360 (clrew) +  Pathanjnll Veltivelu Kanthappillai Vallipillui Kathirgamu -1882
1878 Studied at Jaffna St Johns College +
| Vairamuttu Sinnachi
Sethuppillai Nagammuh Vinasi I - Vinasithamby Navaratnam Ayuru
(Naguttai) 1894.08-14 (Miller)
+ + +
Sitmpalam Sinner Ponnammah 1901-03-13
!
Suntharammah Thangumalur Kathiravelu Kanakamal F d bal
Velon HI - 1931-04-24
+ + + + +
Nudesu Kathirvetpillai Sivar i S.Pc pal Gengupthy
F + . Th 2
Lingadus Runjana Vinnasy Lingajothy - Vinnasy 111- 1960-08-23 Gengadevi Lingnrajan Lingavusan
+ + + + + +
Kathiayini Puvanabala Dong Xin Wang*3 Kulanathan Yamini Suraswathi
Kalvin Lingajothy Malvin Kathiraveloe Lingajothy Mervyn Wang Lingajothy

2000-04-19 Velon- iv 2002-05-20

*1 - Ponnammzh:  From Trinco/Thiriyai Sinnachehippiiln Udaiyar famity
*2 - Thangammuh :  From Jaffoa Puloly Veernkathi/Vairamuty & Pariyari Thamar family
*3 ~ Dong Xia Wang: From Leizhou Bandou (Luichow Peninsula) of South China
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Recorded History

The starting point in the recorded history of this family begins with the
“Kamugam Sanday Padal” (folk song), herein after referred to as the Padal.
The Padal, as far as we know, was sung by a village poet by the name of
Sanasy Paranthan Mandalam. The Padal depicts a rebellion or a fight of
rebellious nature against the white (English) rulers in the Mullaitivu Region.
The Padal talks about Haughtonthurai (in Tamil, thurai means an administrator
or a governor who was in the employ of the English colonial rulers). Since the
word Haughtonthurai was used, the name of the governor was Haughton.

I felt that the most authentic document to shed light on the colonial
administrators of Mullaitivu would be the “Manual of the Vanni Districts” by
I.P. Lewis. This manual was first published in 1895 and seems to be the only
authentic book of any substance to have recorded the English colonial
administration of Vanni from the periods of 1795 till 1894.
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According to J. P. Lewis’ Manual of Vanni, herein after referred to as JPLLM,
at page 38, he has recorded S. Haughton as being the Assistant Agent of
Mullaitivu between May 19, 1877 and Mar 14, 1878. Again it records S.
Haughton as being the Assistant Agent of Vavuniya and Mullaitivu between
April 1, 1883 and October 20, 1883.

The name “Kaddu Raja” means King of the Jungle, or he was so valiant of a
fighter that the colonial administrators mocked him by using this title. The
people have also informed us he was also referred to as Pariyari Vinnayar,
meaning that he was a medicine man who was practicing native medicine,
known as Sittha Vaithiyam.

Since Rajah Vinnasy’s son Kathiravelu went to St John’s College after the
Kamugam Sanday battle in 1878 (details of Mr Kathiravelu’s time at St John’s
College has been mentioned in detail in the chapter entitled ‘““The Rajah of the
North versus a Vanni Rajah”), it therefore stands to reason that this fight must
have taken place during Haughton’s earlier period of May 19, 1877 and Mar
14, 1878, and not during his latter period (1883).
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I feel appropriate to mention a few exploits of Vinnasy 1 here. Vinnasy being
a well-built light skinned male, had his own weaknesses. Besides being a man
of power, courage, and of substance, being a chieftain he had some vices. His
first wife’s name is not known to me, but someone might be able to throw
some light on her name.

However, I am aware that he had three childrens by his first wife, one of
which was Kathiravelan (Velan 2), and the other was Arunar. However, he
also had other Tamil mistresses. By them, he had many children.

There is also an obscure side to him, in that it is known he had many concubines
from other communities, by whom he also fathered many children. He was
known to have intimate relations with the Muslim community of the area.
This clearly shows why so many Muslim men were with him in his army when
he fought the English rulers in Mullaitivu.
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JPLM clearly speaks about the significance of the areca nut plantation in
Mullaitivu District at page 123-126. At page 124, JPLM states the Chief
exporters were the salt and landpass renters. The most important export was
areca nuts. At page 125, JPLM states, “a few hundred weights of areca nuts
are exported annually, varying from one to eight.

These may be taken to be the produce of the district, as no doubt areca nuts
produced in the North-Central Province, which at the beginning of the century
formed an export at Mullaitivu, do not now come there for export. This artic'e
seems to have increased in value since 1880, for in that year 8cwt. were valued
at Rs. 125, while in 1888 the value of 1 4 cwt. was given at Rs. 22.”
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Kamugam Sanday Paadal

The Paadal talks about a struggle in Thaniyootu as we now know in 1877.
The reason for this battle was that the Uddayars and Mudaliyars, who were in
the employ of the white masters and also acted as their lackeys, complained
to the white administrators that the areca nut tree plantations, which were
~ owned by Kaddu Raja, were an obstruction for irrigating their lands from the
water springs.

Although this may be a genuine reason, the Uddayars and Mudaliyars would
have wanted to challenge the hegemony of Kaddu Raja with the help of the
white rulers. Since it is apparent from the Paadal that most of the general
populace, including ordinary farmers, villagers, and all the Muslim people
from that area, were united under the ieadership of Kaddu Raja, the Uddayars
and Mudaliyars would have only one way to challenge the Kaddu Raja’s
authority, that is by aligning with the white rulers.
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It is also a well-known fact that the Uddayars and Mudaliyars depended on
their white masters for their titles, power and privileges. This may be the
other reason why they would have wanted to route out the local chieftain,
whose side the ordinary people were on.

It is abundantly clear from the Paadal that Kaddu Raja was actually a leader,
who was leading a struggle against the oppressors. Their oppressors were the
white rulers and their lackeys. In the Paadal, it is said that in the first round,
Haughton comes to Thaniyootu on a horse with his henchmen and summons
Kaddu Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy and those who were behind him as almost like
his lieutenants, almost all of them from the Muslim community, namely Pakir
Thamby, Sulaiman Kandu, Cader (Katharusaivu) to see the edict of their
English Administrators. The edict or the writ was to summon these people to
a parley and to inform them of the government’s decision to cut down the
areca nut trees.
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It is also a well-known fact that areca nuts were being exported from Mullaitivu
port to South India. The monopoly of this trade was in the hands of Kaddu
Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy, who, with the assistance of the Muslim traders and
middlemen, was exporting this commodity without being taxed.

Naturally the government’s decision to cut down areca nut trees would have
attracted the wrath of Kaddu Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy and his middlemen. In
the narration relating to Round 2 of this battle, more important things have
been documented. When confronted with the ferocious attack of the men led
by Kaddu Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy, Haughton was forced to retreat to his fort
at Mullaitivu. Incidently, older people have informed me that the weapons
used in that battle were slingshots (Kavan), crease knife, swords, and surrulvaal
(a kind of flexible blade weapon).
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Suffering severe humiliation because of the challenge mounted by Kaddu
Raja and his men to his authority, Haughton summons through his superior, a
contingent of force (maybe mercenaries belonging to Parawa caste people)
known as Mannar Parawas. The Paadal states that Mannar Parawars battalion
marched to Thaniyootu under the commandership of Captain Cruze. The name
Cruze is a popular Catholic name from Mannar region, hence it is a valuable
evidence that this second battle did indeed take place as claimed in the Paadal.

The Paadal then talks about 2 more drawn out and serious decisive battle in
which cannons have been used. Cannon in Tamil means “Peerangi”. It is stated
that Periyathurai (it appears to refer to the governor of northern province at
the time), hence it can only be a reference to Mr William Crofton Twynam
(later Sir), the government agent of Jaffna at the time. The Paadal says that
the battalion that marched from Jaffna camped in Thaniyootu village and
robbed and pillaged the village and destroyed the areca nut trees.
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It appears from the tone and contents of the Paadal that this was a great battle
in 3 stages and that the English administrators at the time had thought this as
arebellion against their rule. The Paadal talks about the white ruler summoning
various local rulers who were working for them. Their titles have been variously
described as Mudaliyar, Udayar, Vidayanayar, and from the number of these
officials mentioned in the Paadal, it appears that this battle was so significant
that not only the officials from Thaniyootu, but also from neighbouring areas
such as Mulliyawallai, Vattapalai, Chilawattai and possibly from Mullaitivu
were summoned to attend this battle.

Since Kaddu Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy’s family belong to the Kanukkerny
aristocracy, it is quite natural that this family, prior to the advent of the Dutch,
would have governed the Karikaddumulai area of the Vanni.
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The significance of the Kamugam Sanday battle, and the stature of the Kaddu
Raja as a chieftain of Vanni is heightened by the fact that he lived and held
sway over the most populous region of Vanni.

It is entirely plausible that although the Portuguese conirolicd some parts of
the Maritime Provinces of Ceylon, they failed to penetrate the Vanni heartland
by force.

It was during the Dutch period, Vanni territory came under the sway of the
Dutch rulers. Even during this time, there were independent minded Vanni
Chieftains who refused to accept the overlordship of the Dutch

The word used for a pulley to draw water from a well in Thaniyootu is known
as “Ullandy”, a Dutch word, whereas “Kappy” is used in other Tamil speaking
areas to the north. This and many such Dutch words in day-to-day usage,
which are peculiar to Thaniyootu, shows that even the English may not have
influenced the hinterland of Karikkadumulai to the extent of the Dutch.
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During the Dutch period, or even during the Engﬁsh period, no specific caste
name was used for those who held the positions of Uddayars, Vidanayars and
Mudaliyars. If there was a name to denote the Uddayars, Vidanayars and
Mudaliyars as a separate clan, then JP Lewis would have definitely mentioned
itin his JPLM manual, which he did not. It therefore stands to reason that any
word to denote the Uddayars, Vidanayars and Mudaliyars as a separate caste
would have come into usage much later than JPLM was published in 1895.

It appears that once all the native rulers of all kinds (Kings, Petty Kings,
Chieftains, etc.) are removed from all vestiges of power by the English rulers,
those who were subservient, obedient and loyal to the English masters were
allowed to hold titles such as Uddayars, Vidanayars and Mudaliyars.
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The Kathiravelu Vinnasythamby dynasty, from the Kanukkerny aristocracy,
intermarried among the Uddayars and Mudaliyars families from Melpattu
North, Melpattu East and Melpattu South , but were somewhat hostile to the
Mudaliyars in the Karikkaddumoolai.

JP Lewis had this to say about the social status of the Mudaliyars during his
time, from JPLM page 257; “Even the Mudaliyars live in huts, and do not
possess such articles as spoons and forks. This state of things has one good
result, however, in preventing the same Mudaliyars from adopting a semi-
European costume.”
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Spirifuality

Around 1884, a Sitthar from Jaffna came to the salubrious climes of Thaniyootu
to meditate and to pursue his spiritual path. Vinnasythamby Kathiravelu (Velan
2, please refer to Velan 1 below), who was an old boy of Jaffna St John’s
College between the period of 1878 to 1884 had met this Sitthar at his alma
mater (Jaffna St John’s College) as they had studied at the same school .

This Sitthar, also known as Vinnasythamby Periyavar, joined Kathiravelu when
he left Jaffna to Thaniyootu, saying that he wanted to go there to eat some
herbs (in Tamil, Mulihai). It has been said that Vinnasythamby Periyavar was
educated in English and was employed for a while before he decided to give
up worldly life.
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The story has it that once in Thaniyootu, he star‘ed performing many Sithus
(miracles and wonder works). On one occasion, Thangammah “Pethy”
(nickname for grandmother), a daughter of Kaddu Raja (Vinnasy 1) and
Poothathy (a woman Kaddu Raja had a relationship with after his first wife
had died), had approached Vinnasythamby Periyavar and asked him where
had the souls of her family originated from, for which he answered that the
souls of Kathiravelu Vinnasythamby’s family had come from the Ghanian
Royal Family. This story was told by Thangammah Pethy to Nagathy (the
second daughter of Velon 2), who in turn had informed the family of this
revelation by Vinnasythamby Periyavar.

*Before his birth, even before his mother had attained puberty, it was predicted
by Vinnasythamby Periyavar that Vinnasy 2’s mother, following the birth of
this child, would suffer enormous anguish. In Tamil, Vinnasythamby Periyavar
had said “Paryary Vinnayanai Peruvaiyaddy Padatha Padu Paduvayady”, which
means “you will give birth to Pariyary Vinnasy and you will suffer
enormously”.
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True to the Sitthar’s words, when the child Vinnasy 2 was born, he apparently
remained in a state of coma until treated by Vinnasythamby Periyavar. It
appears that the name Vinnasy was given, notonly as a family name, but also
as a mark of respect to Vinnasythamby Periyavar, who has predicted his birth
even when his mother was a pre-pubescent girl.
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Although I was initially very sceptical about this story, as present-day Ghana
was known as “Gold Coast” until March 1957 and that Vinnasythamby
Periyavar may have meant some other country, it was when I read the ancient
history of Ghana, it became apparent that the ancient name of Gold Coast was
Ghana.

Greater Ghana was the biggest empire ever to have risen and fallen in Western
Africa. It didn’t escape me that Ghana and Thaniyootu are located on the
same latitude. I sincerely believe that this Kathiravelu Vinnasy Dynasty (the
chieftains) would have had some ancient spiritual connections to other
chieftains of the world. Anyone who believes in the spiritual world, ancestral
worship and life after death may find this very plausible.
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Miller Navaratnam

During the Second World War, the British deployed their troops in Mullaitivu
area to safeguard Trincomalee from Japanese invasion. The troops included
not only English, but also blacks and Indians as well. The troops stationed
mainly in Thaniyootu consisted of whites and blacks (Africans).

The troops were generally very cordial with Vinnasy 2’s brother, Navaratnam
(nicknamed “Miller”), an old boy of St John’s College who was fluent in
English, and was the person in charge for the catering of British troops in
Thaniyootu. I am told that the troops, when returning to Africa, wrote an
article about Miller in their national newspaper under the caption “Our beloved
Moosha”, a reference to Miller s big moustache. Apparently this article from
the newspaper cutting was preserved by Miller’s brother Mr Ayaru, who was
a surveyor superintendent. However, I am not too sure whether that article is
still in anybody’s possession within the Ayaru family.
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There is also a comical story relating to one of the members of this family,
which quite succinctly depicts the wit of the man involved. The story related
to Miller, the younger brother of Vinnasy 2, who was the first man to set up a
steam mill to husk rice paddy in Thaniyootu, even perhaps in the whole of
Mullaitivu District, hence his nickname “Miller”. He himself was an old boy
of St John’s College and a qualified draftsman who worked for an English
company in Colombo, but left the company over a dispute with his English
employer.
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L, as a child still remember seeing massive tanks and other machinery in that
vicinity. By the time I was born the mill had gone, but some of the equipment
remained rusting there. If I go back to the original story of Miller’s joke,
when the mill was initially put up, one of the barrels meant to create steam,
appeared to be a gigantic mortar (“Ural” in Tamil), a local man who was the
local village headman Thamothary Vithanayar, (one of his sons later became
the Member of Parliament for Vavuniya) came up to Miller and asked him -
“fair enough, you have a big Ural to husk the rice paddy. Where is the Ullakai?”,
meaning the pestle to husk the rice paddy, for which Miller retorted ‘“Neethanda
Ullakai!”, meaning “You are the pestle!”. In Village Tamil, an “Ullakai” also
means a simpleton or an idiot.
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(1920)

Miller and his older brother Mr. Vinnasythamby (Vinnasy 2)
Circa (1920)
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Since we are talking about Vinnasy 2, it is worth recounting some of his
achievements. Besides being a strong man, he also had a natural tendency to
fight oppression. Sometime in 1940 or thereabouts, the black soldiers started
misbehaving with the local people whilst being intoxicated. I understand there
was a conflict in the usage of the local wells, which led to a confrontation
between the locals and the British troops stationed.

It is mentioned that it is Vinnasy 2 and his brother-in-law Sittambalam, once
again with the Muslim henchmen, fought the British troops, both black and
white very daringly to establish their right to draw water from their own wells,
which was being interfered with by the troops stationed nearby. Although
they fought the British troops, it is mentioned that Vinnasy 2 had to hide his
children in a nearby washerwoman’s (dhoby) house, fearing the worst
retaliation from the British troops.

This family (Kathirvelu Vinnasy), not only were great people, but were also
well educated and understood the modern world of their time well.
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However, the village elders, who have known this family from close quarters,
have informed me that the main character of the Paadal (his name appears as
“Kaddu Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy Varum Neerentran”) Kaddu Raja Kathirvel
Vinnasy was a reference to the father of Velan 2, the old boy of St John’s
College. The records of Velan 2 clearly show that he was at St John’s College
in 1878.

The people closer to the family such as Nagathy, Mrs Narthuar and others
have informed me that, it is because the white administrators mocked Kaddu
Raja Kathirvel Vinnasy following the fight, to the effect that he was a village
scoundrel and not a leader (Nee Oru Sivalai Vanni Kallanada, meaning that
“you are a fair skinned Vanni thief”), he decided to send his eldest son by boat
(Vathai) to Jaffna to educate him in an illustrious English institution.
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His selection of Jaffna St John’s College, founded in 1823 by an American
Missionary by the name of Reverend Joseph Knight, the most illustrious
Western institution of contemporary Ceylon, shows his own knowledge of
the world and of education.

This institution attracted students from all over the country (Ceylon) and the
total strength of the students at the time was something in the region of 50 (St
John’s. was started with seven students in 1823, and for a long time was limited
to 30 by the Church Missionary Society) . Those who attended this institution
were students from very highly connected families, and it therefore stands to
reason that Kathiravelu Vinnasy also was a person of very substantial means
and of power and political clout.
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THE RAJAH OF THE NORTH VERSUS A VANNI RAJAH

According to J.P. Lewis’ Manual of Vanni (JPLM), Mr S. Haughton was an
assistant government agent in Mullativu in 1877. During this time, the
government agent for the North of Ceylon was William Crofton Twynam (later
Sir William Twynam). An interesting piece of information about Sir William
Twynam appears on the St. John’s College, Jaffna’s website. which is auoted
here for the reader’s information:
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“Another interesting and valuable addition to the College this year (Writer’s
Note: 1918) was the Twynam Museum collection. Sir William Twynam, the
donor of the collection, had entered the Ceylon Civil Service in 1845. After
holding appointments in different parts of the Island, he went finally to Jaffna
as Government Agent in 1869. There he held the chief Government post for
twenty-seven years, till he retired in 1896. Commonly known as, “The Rajah
of the North”, he earned the love and respect of all the people of the Province
which he served.

Even after his retirement he continued to live at Jaffna, constantly devoting
himself to all public interests, till he died on the 12th of March, 1922, at the
great age of ninety-four. St. John’s always had a prominent place in his
affections, and it was to Mr. Thompson* as a personal friend that at this time
he gave his splendid collection illustrative of the products and arts and crafts
of Jaffna and the Northern Province.
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It was arranged that, though belouging to the School, the Museum should be, open
to the public, and its contents be under the ioint trustceship of the Government
Agent of the Northern Province, the Maniagar of Jaffna and the Principal of the
College. Mr. Thompson at once set to work to raise funds for the building. Half the
amount required (Rs 6580) was raised within a few months, and the foundation-
stone of the Museum was laid by Miss Nora Twynam on the 22nd of March, 1918.

This year 1918 saw one or two changes on the Staff of the College. Mr. J. W. N.
Hensman, B. A., Advocate, who had left in 1914, came back again, fully convinced
that teaching was to be his life-work, and not law. He . was a keen mathematician
and an ardent lover of English literature. The Rev. S. Somasundarm, B. A., who had
been connected with the College for a long time as Senior mathematical master, and
latterly as Dean, left St. John’s to take up an appointment as Superintending
Missionary of the Wanni districtt. The loss sustained by his departure was indeed
great. The College had counted it a privilege to have in its midst a man of such high
character and mental capacity..”

* Writer’s Note: Principal of St John’s College, 1900-1919 (when Mr Ayaru and
Miller (Navaratnam), grandsons of Rajah Vinnasy, were students at this college)

+ Vanni District is also spelt “Wanni”
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Although Sir William Twynam has been portrayed as a benevolent character
in this write-up of the missionary school, to which he greatly contributed,
according to Arumuga Navalar and others, Twynam was a ruthless
administrator who did not tolerate any dissent amongst the natives against the
white rulers, neither did Twynam tolerate any activities against the
proselytisation of Hindus to Christianity.

It appears from the Kamugam Sanday Paadal, the struggle against the white
administration in Mullayawalai/Thaniyootu-Kanukkerny was seen by Twynam,
the Rajah of the North, as a challenge to his own authority by a local Rajah.
Kaadu Rajah (aka Kathirvel Vinnasy or Rajah Vinnasy) was perhaps seen by
Twynam, as a challenger to his hegemony in the north of Ceylon. This would
have led him to use all the forces at his disposal to suppress the challenge
made by Rajah Vinnasy to his hegemony.
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Looking in the context of the events, the Vanni Districts by then were unified
with the Jaffna District, and therefore Twynam would have assumed that this
territory would have come under his suzerainty. The Kamugam Sanday Paadal
(a folk song to commemorate the Kamugam Sanday (battle)) must be viewed
as a power struggle between the Rajah of the North (Twynam) and a local
Rajah, in this case Rajah Vinnasy (aka Kaadu Rajah). If this struggle was not
so significant or important for the local people ( Mulliyawalai/Thaniyootu/
Kanukkerny/Kumarapuram /Vattappalai population) who were under the local
Rajah, they would not have sung a heroic poem about this incident (the
Kamugam Sanday Paadal).

It is very plausible that when the local Rajah was defeated, he was humiliated.
He was called “Nee Oru Sivalai Vanni Kallanada” (meaning “a fair skinned
Vanni thief”). This may have led to Rajah Vinnasy sending his own son to a
college the English establishment supported, namely Jaffna St. John’s College
in order to learn English language and culture on a par with the white rulers,
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This writer (V. P. Lingajothy, the great great grandson of Rajah Vinnasy) has
now found more accurate information about the time Rajah Vinnasy’s son
Kathiraveloe entered St John’s College. The writer was informed by his grand
uncle Mr Ayaru, that his father Mr Kathiraveloe studied at St John’s College
during the time Rev. G. T. Fleming was the principal. According to the
information supplied by St John’s College website, Rev. G. T. Fleming was
the principal between 1879 - 1889.

Mr Ayaru also informed the writer that his father studied up to Cambridge
Junior.

It appears from the St. John’s College records that students were prepared for
the Cambridge Junior examination for the first time by about the time Rev. G.
T. Flemming was the principal.
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Rajah Vinnasy seemed to be a political tactician, who had understood the
logic in defeating the enemy by being part of them and learning about them. It
is because he was not English educated he felt belittled before the English
administrators. He, being a local Rajah, felt the need to learn the language of
the white rulers so as to outwit them. It was also possible that he learnt that it
was the leading college in Jaffna at the time, that would offer the best English
education for his son, hence his selection of St John’s College to educate his
son Velon - 2 (Kathiraveloe).

It wouldn’t escape anyone the connections Sir Twynam had to this college as
well. The writer now believes the accurate date of Velon 2’s admission to St
John’s was sometime in 1878 or thereabouts, a one year after the Kamugam
Sanday (aka Battle for the Areca Nuts trees.)
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Ayaru and Famllgf

Ayaru was the younger brother of Vinnasy 2 and son of Velon 2. Following in
the footsteps of his father and older brother, he also went to Jaffna St John’s
College and later become a Surveyor Superintendent and a Chartered Surveyor.
Velon 2 was well educated, not only in English, but also in religion (Savism),
hence his selection of the word Ayaru, meaning Lord Shiva, to name his
youngest son. Lord Shiva’s youngest son Lord Murugan also has another name,
called Velon, which this family had named alternatively to denote their dynasty
along with Lord Shiva’s oldest son Vinnayar, meaning Lord Ganesh.

Ayaru married into an Uddayar family of Kalladdy in Jaffna. His children are
married amongst the most well-known Tamil families, i.e. the famous Lingam
brothers (Addanga Thamilan Suntharalingam, Nagalingam etc.) and Mahadeva
gamlly, related © Sir Arunachalam Mahadeva and Dr. Balendra of Colombo

Ayaru’s youngest son, Shanthakumar Ayaru, is married to a grandniece of
Arumugama Navalar.
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Arumuga Navalar’s Visit to Thaniyootu

It is stated that Arumugama Navalar visited Thaniyootu and remained as a guest of
the Vettivelu family (my maternal grandfather’s family. Please refer to my family tree
for their connection to the Kathiravelu/Vinnasythamby dynasty).

As far as the documents go, my mother’s father, Vairamuthu Kathirgamu, was bom
in 1882, the youngest of 5 children. His older brother, Vettivelu, was a young child
when Arumugama Navalar visited Thaniyootu. Since Arumugama Navalar had died
in 1879. I believe his visit to Thaniyootu would have taken place a few years before
his death, sometime in 1875 or 1876 or thereabouts. This part of the family history
was told to me by uncle Balakrishnan (Mr Anamalai’s son).

However, 1 am quite surprised now to hear from Dr Gunasingham from Australia that
there is documentary evidence to confirm this historical visit of Arumugama Navalar
to Mullaitivu District.Dr Gunasingham is a historian with a PhD in History who had
written a book on Tamil nationalism in Sri Lanka

I believe there are records in possession of the Wesleyan Mission, which would confirm
Arumugama Navalar’s visit to Vanni in the latter part of the 19" century.
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CULTURAL SIMILARITIES BETWEEN VANNI AND ELSEWHERE
The culture of Vanni is shaped by its soil. When you talk of Vanni, you begin
to smell a flavour that is unique to that place; its rural setting and villages,
tanks, lush green vegetation, plenty of water and the abundance of cattle and
pasture lands. The simplicity of the people, their ever-smiling faces, shows a
candidness that is unique to Vanni. One can write volumes about the Vanni
people’s hospitality, but for the time being I reserve it for a later date.

Vanni’s economy is mainly agrarian and its industrialisation has yet to take
place. In that respect, I find that people in Vanni can identify with peeple
living in similar cultures and environments elsewhere in the world. Similar
cultures to Vanni exist in the Far East including China, India (primarily south
India where the Vanniyars live), as well as in parts of Africa.
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Velavur Gopal, in his book entitled “Vanniyars of Tamil Nadu and Vanniyars
of Tamil Eelam”, makes some interesting comments about the similarities
between the Vanni he saw and experienced in South India, to the Vanni he
saw in the northern part of Sri Lanka and Batticaloa. Since I have travelled
further afield, I couldn’t help but to notice the striking similarities of our
Vanni culture to the cultures elsewhere, primarily in the Far Eastern countries
like China, Cambodia, Laos, Burma, Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

I happened to stay in China for a short period and observed the cultural
similarities between Vanni and that of Leizhou Bandao (known as “Luichow
Peninsula” in the English-speaking world) in southern China, since my wife
was born there and I happened to visit there to see my in-laws and relatives.
Quite apart from the flora and fauna of this peninsula, the culture of the people,
including their religious practices, have a lot of similarities to the culture of
Vanni.
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In the photographs that I had taken there, you will see that the greenery in the
Leizhou Bandao resembles very much of our villages in Vanni. Furthermore,
there were also irrigation tanks there, which have been built on the same
model of the Vanni tanks. These tanks also have been built for the same
purpose, namely irrigating rice paddies. In the changing environments in China,
these tanks are also now being used for the purpose of providing drinking
water to newly built cities.

* The photographs of the Leizhou Bandao and Thaniyootu are shown
overleaf for comparison.

The word Leizhou, in the local Chinese dialect, denotes a female deity (maybe
a goddess of Thunder), much the same way as the word Amman means in the
Tamil language. I am also informed that the goddess Leizhou is also taken in
a procession around the temple once a year, very similar to the Pongal that we
. celebrate for Amman at Vattapalai in Mullaitivu.
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A little known fact among us Tamils is the prevalence of the worship of Lord
Muruga within the Chinese community in the form of Karttikeya and
Baodhisauva Skanda,
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I was also informed by the villagers in Long Tan, where my wife was born,
that they also have the habit of doing penance, as well as fast for religious
festivals. Following the fasting, the devotees also are in the habit of piercing
their tongues as well as using hooks on their backs to show their religious
ferver. Very similar to taking Kavadi in our culture.

I believe, in a book dealing with the history of Vanni (“Adangapattu”), the
history of the cultural similarities from Vanni to elsewhere may sit well with
the contents. I believe, now that the Vanni man has started to travel all over
the world, he is now scattered to all four corners of the earth as much as the
rest of the Tamil population of Eelam. Thus he is bound to come into contact
with people of similar Vanni-like cultures elsewhere.
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It is my desire to make contact with those cultures elsewhere for our mutual
benefit. I am astounded to see the progress made in China in terms of
technology and the fields of education and science. China’s advance is now
acting as the engine for change in the rest of the Far East in countries like
Cambodia, Laos, Burma, Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines One can
definitely see the cultural similarities in those countries to the culture in Vanni.

A synergy can be made betwegn the people of Vanni, Eelam, and like-minded
people from cultures akin to Vanni elsewhere. [ believe a person from Leizhou
Bandao, China, will be able to share therr technological expertise in developing
our Vanni in Eelam. '
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According to Vinnasythamby Periyawar, our spirits (Velan Vinnasy clan) had
come from Ghana. It may be our divine providence that we have to meet and
make cultural contacts with people from other cultures such as the Far East.

I consider my marriage to a woman from a culture similar to ours, is an
inevitable consequence of the world becoming smaller, and perhaps also
dictated by divine providence.

My son, Malvin Kathiraveloe (Velan IV) has acquired cultural heritages from
both Dravidian Tamil culture from Vanni, Eelam and Han Chinese from
southern China. I believe the interaction between both cultures will be mutually
beneficial. In the emerging modern world, I see a glorious future for Vanni.
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According a recent article by Dr, S. Jayabarathi, of Kedah, Malaysia,
ancient Tamil Language Inscriptions were found in a place called Chuan
Chou, about 500 miles north of Canton (where my wife was born):

“Tamil Language Inscriptions were found about 500 miles north of
Canton, in a place called Chuan Chou. This is a port city. It was an
important port city in the ancient times also. In Chuan Chou, there
was a Sivan Temple,

The Sivan Temple was known as ThiruKathaleesvaram and the Lord
of the temple was known as ThiruKathaleesvaram udaiya Nayanar.
The person who executed the order was Thava Chakkaravarthihikal
Sampandha PerumalL. It was done on the Chithra Pawrnami day of
Saka Era 1203 - 1281 AD.
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“| heard from local historians who have no PhDs

from accredited universities but are people with a
wealth of information, Kanukkerny was a
kingdom many centuries ago..."
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