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Editorial

The Newsletter of the Jaffia Science Association (JSA) Vol: 6(1) was released
nearly five months ago and now Vol: §(2) is in your hand.

Although this Newsletter was scheduled to be released nearly two months ago, we
couldn't achieve this target due to various activities that kept us busy in the
University. This again indicates the need for outside involvement in the JSA
administration and activities.

We have been trying our level best to initiate JSA activities outside the University
by organising exhibition contests, quiz contests, essay competitions, seminars etc.
in various schools. However, public participation is very little. Therefore the
question arises: What can be done to increase the public involvement in JSA
activities? :

One of the ways that can be approached easily iz in our hands at present. This year
the theme of the vear has been selected as "Changing Ecology - Challenges and

Solutions”. This readily provides a common platform to work together with the
public.

Our region is facing many environmental threats that have been neglected for many
years due to the on going war. Therefore we must start our work from the bottom.
Human Ecology has to be built on the life-style of our people. People must feel the
social responeibility towards nature, other human beings, animals and the whole
ecosystem. Earlier this responsibility which ensured a balance ecosystem was
built around the socio-religious ethos of our people. That ethos is being lost under
the pressure of modernity, rapid population growth, and the adverse conditions of
war in our region. An ethos needs to be rebuilt. It is the scientific process within
which the social responsibility has to be brought.

(Continued in page-3)
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NEWSLETTER RELEASE"

The JSA - Newsletter Vol.6(1) was released

at a2  ceremonmial  fimction by
Pl_'ﬂf?.ﬁﬁflﬁuﬂﬁi‘ﬁfﬁpéﬁaﬁ Pregent, JSA on
September 13, 1998, The first copy was

handed over to Prof. (M= )R Mageswaran,

In this fimction Prof K. Balasubramsaniam
delivered the felicitation address and Prof
C. Sivagnanasundram gave a brief talk on
"Importance of Communication”,

-

Nearly 323 copies were printed and

digtributed free of cost to all the life
members, foreign dip;@ﬁmc missions, all

schools in Jaffha and the gﬂw T*m*mrsztzes
in Sri Lanka, - :

JSA - LIBRARY

It is high time that JSA should have its own
office and a library. The present executive
committee ig trying hard to obtain a land and
office building. In this process Rs. 200,000/-
has been obtained ﬁ'am the Government for
purchasing office equipment.

At this juncture it is important to realise the
need of preserving the publications of the
JSA as a treasure for the fiture generation.
Therefore, we are requesting the members to
send af least two copies of their publications
whether it is a book, reports, or hand outs in
whatever format, to the Chief Editor, JSA.
Kindly endorse that the copy is donated to
JSA library.

-Chie

"stA THEME FOR THE YEAR

"CHANGING ECOLOGY -
CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS"

Short letters in response to the Newslefter
are also welcome
-Chief Editor-

January 18, 2000
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‘E}iﬂg; tion, Oraforical and Oral Quiz Contest
will be held during January 29-30, 2060 at

Jaftha Central  College. The detail
programme will be sent fo the schools
separately and appear in  the local

newspaper soon. All ._!‘uais in Jaftha and
sted to use this
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Accomplished Activities

¢ The Essay Competition was held on
(O ctober 19, 1999 af four centers namely
Jaftha Central Ct:.aiage Chavakachcheri
Hmnde College, Neiliady MMV and
Manipay I"mh,u Coiiaﬂe. One hundred

and sev: (117} students from
various ’aﬁﬂa District
articipaied t The

warded to

soon a.rzd the pr
: A - gl
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ANNUAL SESSIONS - 2688

The 8" Annual Sessions of the JSA and
Annual General Meeting are scheduled to be

held during April 5.7, 2088, All the
members of JSA are requested to reserve
these dates for their participation.
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the Jaffha peninsula, specially mangoes and
fruits. The commitiee members are

eeting the NG(O'S and the Research Station
officers at ”‘hiruneivelv o get economical
and educational assistance. In addition, the
help of the staff ;ﬁexnbers at the Agriculture
Faculty 13 also zought.

h that the Section - B members would
vet teg #z' and work hard to achieve the
d sirengthen the activities of the

Prof. (Bis) V. Ara
Chairman - Saei an

grainam
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Accomplished Activities

s First issue of the proposed pamphlet
YPrayega Vingnana Sudar”  was
published and released in Sepiember,
1999, The pamphlet contained many
useful articles and current news in
bictechnology, information technology,
and clean technology to promote the
knowledge of school students. Nearly
350 pamphlets have been =old out in the
achools in the Jaffha peninsula at a cost
Rs: 20/= per copy.

s Mr G. Mikunthan, Head, Department of
Agricultural  Biclogy, Faculty of

Agriculure  delivered a talk on
“integrated Chilfi Thrips

BManazement", on December 07, 1993,
In his talk, he discussed each stage of the
life cycle of chilli thrips, their effect on
chilli plante and about the biological and

~ chemical confrol methods for chilli
 thrips. His talk was very useful to the
farmers and agricultural nﬂ’ icers i our
region. - |

SectionC

Chairman's Message

We have entered a New Year, a New
Century and a New Millennium! First of all I
wish you all a happy, healthy and hopeful
New Year.
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been *h_mm ‘J;zt‘a more ;%rs}'hl.,, 18 J’:z_fz the rest
of the country. The JSA hzs_ i to play in
the rehabilitation and buils i

our areas, by way of prov ﬁ ng supportive
information and guidance. We should also

spread our umbrella to cover the younger
generation in schools, whe need a scien

orientation when young:

In the past year, we have -had,prﬂﬂmmnss'
for senior students in schools, those in fhe ~

OfL and A/L classes. Our aim was {0 crea

awareness and motivate them to - b
interested in the study of Human Biology and
Social Sciences, using the ssiezztxﬂc methods
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of learning. In this respect, it is our desire
that graduate teachers of sciences and
biclogy become members of the various
sections of the JSA With their help we

m th

could widen our activifies in schools mn the

We also invite the members of the medical
profession o join Section C of the JEA. We
are aware of the contribution made by the
Jaffha Medical Association (MA) to

clinical medicine. I would like to inform owr

colleagues in the JMA, that the ISA offers
wide opportunities, for hac acmus ag well
as preseniation and publication of health
related s b}‘*C*E Medical {;er sonnel in Jattha
have a mnqr opportunity fo participate in
both associstions.

iraws more members In

]

We are hopefill
particular Section C
the coming year.

Prof.C.Sivagnanasundram
Chairman - Sectien C

i‘

January 1%, 2000
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~ Chavakachcheri,

Head, Depariment of

Commumity Meadict will hold lechure/
demonstration én "Use of overhead

Proiector in Teachins" in various faculties
& ; = -
during February, 2000

LELT N

Mz S. Ambika *pukan, Head, Eepaﬁm.,nt of

Anatomy will conduct lecture/demonstration
on "Learning of the Human Body" af

J/Hindz College, J/Vembady Girls High
School and J/St Johne College. during
February, 2000

Dr.(Ms) S. Pancharajah, Lecturer, Depart-
-ment of Siddha Medicine will deliver
lecture on "Feod and Nutrition accerding
te  Siddha-Aywrvedic  Concept™ al
Nallur  and Jaffha
{2centers) during the next two months.

d Activities

A oo
Accomplished

Mr.5. Anyrakumaran and Mr.A. Kenneth,
4" yenr smdents, Medical Faculty, U/J
gave talks on "How to Learn Hygiene"
on September 24, 1999 for G.C.E. (O/L)
students and teachers at J/Thavadi Hindu
Tamil Mixed achan‘l;

s MrE. Bha:"aiha.z and Mr V. Puvaraj, 4®
year students, Medical Faculty, U/J also
gave talks on the above fopic on

YArivala

ratheepan and Ms V.Kayalvily,
iud ents, Medical Faculty, U/J
talks on the above topic on
' , 2000 at Senguntha Hindu
Co i}ege Thinmelvely.

L]

3 I:;-‘—ﬁ
=
e
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ese talks were based on the textbooks
used by the students and motivated the
to learn hygiene by appropriate learning
-methods. E
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Ms. $.Srinivasan SectionD
. Mg M.Jeyanathan
. Mr.T.Sivarooban ProfN.Balakrishnan
Prof R Sivachandran
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. Dr.R.Rajendraprasad

. Dr.(Ms.} K Nagendran
. Dr.N. Sriskantharajah

. Dr V Kunanandam

) ‘vis ?‘s.f- Snzarajah

}}r C Gunarajasingam

. Mr.%.Sivananthan
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33 Ms. i"' 'uhs.rsan 3. Mr.V.P.Sivanathan
34, Ez‘.{ﬁzig } K Kulasingam 4. Mr.R Nanthalkumaran
35, Mr.S8.Vasantharuba 5. ProfK Simathamby
36. Mr.S Balakumar 6. Dr.S.EK .S Nathan
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17. Mr M. Nadarajasundaram
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. Mr A Srilmmaran

Mr. S Raveendranathan
Ms S M.CM Aloyszcus
Mr. V. Eswaran:
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. Mr.R. Vijayakumar
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SCIENCE NEWS
AIDS

Genetic studies confirm that the roots of the
AIDS virus, which attacks people, can be
traced to viruges infecting chimpanzees
living in west-central Africa.

Folic Acid and Pregnancy
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Hence what is important is for women in
marriageable age group or those who plan to
have children should take folic acid in
plenty before being pregnant. Folic acid is
available in green leaves.

t's Your Poison?

Tobacco smoke containe sbout 4000
chemicals. The principle componenfs are
nicoiine, carbon monoxide, tar, nitrites,
Eiﬁfﬁﬂ!hiﬁj  hydrogen “cyanide and other

hydrocarbons. These substances ‘can be
inhaled bg smokers and ‘passively ' by non

smokers in the same local enmmnmem.
Acetone Hydrogen Cyanide
f?-:émx.";:m,;geﬂ T {Poison uzed in gas

Micofion chambers) -
Haphthylamine Toluidine
Methancl Asmonia
{Rocket Fuel Floor Cleanes
Urethane
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Known cancer causing substances

Source ; Birth Research News Vol.3{4), 1998
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