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Message of Condolence from the Hon. Lakshman Jayakody
Minister of Cultural and Religious Affairs

The tragic, untimely demise of Mrs. Rajadevi Yoganathan

wife of Mr. R. Yoganathan, Additional Secretary, Cultural and Reli- ,

gious Affairs after a brief illness came as a rude shock to all the
members of this Ministry. I am told that she participated actively in
the inaugural Meeting of the Seva Vanitha of this Ministry held in
August this year.

She hailed from a distinguished family from Malaysia. Her
father late Mr. Rasiah was the Chief Administrative Officer of the
Malaysian Railways. One of her brothers I am told is the first
Malaysian to win the Coveted Rhodes Scholarship. Her family of
choice was equally distinguished. Several of its members are men
of no mean repute.

She was a devout Hindu who had an abiding interest in ob-
serving the lofty precepts of the religion without much publicity.
She loved symplicity and despised ostentation. So much so her
neighbours had never seen this lady even in the compound of her

“house.

She showered a love and kindness to tender and care for the
children at the expense of her personal comforts.

She was a tower of strength to her husband in his various
difficult assignments as a public servant.

May the Supreme Lord give the courage to her husband,

children and her close relatives to get over the irreparable loss and
derive solace by striving to measure up to her noble expectations.

Lakshman Jayakody,
Minister of Cultural & Religious Affairs

Message of Condolence of the
Hon. Deputy Minister Prof. A.V. SurRAWEERA

Though her association with our Ministry was only brief the
impression she left behind by her simple and unassuming ways

~ and disarming smile has been indelible and lasting.

[ refer to the demise of Mrs. Rajadevi Yoganathan wife of
the Addl. Secretary of this Ministry on the 21st of September 1995
after a briefillness.

She was deeply religious and observed the lofty precepts of
Hinduism without much publicity. She devoted her entire atten-
tion in bringing up her children and in the process sacrificed her
own comforts.

She evinced an abiding interest in studying the problems of
the members of the staff of this Ministry. This could be seen from
the fact that within a couple of months of her husband's assuming
duties at this Ministry she attended the inaugural meeting of the
Seva Vanitha of this Ministry. Unfortunately she was over taken
by illness and could not attend the 2nd Meeting of the Seva Vanitha:

She managed her home through thick and thin, sharing the
worries and encouraging her husband and children in their oner-

ous duties.

I wish Mr. Yoganathan and the children the courage to with-
stand their irreparable loss and seek solace in striving to live up to
the ideals which were near and dear to her.

May her soul attain eternal bliss in moksha.

Prof. A.V. Suraweera
Deputy Minister.



Late Mrs. Rajadevi Yoganathan

At the first month alms giving, with deep sympathy I wish to
record a few things in memory of late Mrs. Rajadevi Yoganathan.

Her illustrious father late Mr. T. Rasiah, was Chief Adminis-
trative Officer of the Malayan Railways. Her brothers and sisters
are all distinguished people. She married a member from a equally
reputed family.

At school she had an excellent academic record and also
excelled in sports. She represented the Vembadi Girls College,
Jaffna in Athletics and Netball. She was also a Girl Guide of dis-
tinction in the College.

In her day-to-day life she was a devout Hindu and had an
abiding interest in observing the religious precepts and practice
without letting the outside world know about her deep religious-
ness. She was simple in her ways. She confined herself to the task
of bringing up her children and in the process was rarely seen out
of the 4 walls of the house.

She was a tower of strength to her husband in the various
‘esponsible public positions he has been holding over a period of
30 years.

On this sad occasion 1 wish the husband and the children the
sourage to withstand the irreperable loss of their wife/mother and
lerive solace by living up to her expectations.

May peace and happiness fill her life in her next life in
samsara.

W.R.B. Rajakaruna
Secretary,
- Ministry of Cultural &
Religious Affairs

Message of Condolence from
Lt. Gen. N. Seneviratne, VSV

I have known Mrs. Yoganathan since my association
with Mr. Yoganathan in the North East Provincial coun-
cil which dates back to 1991. She was an unassumuring

and hospitable lady and-a very much devoted wife and

mother. Her concern for her children was so much that
she sacrificed her holidays in Trincomalee with Yoga, to
remain in Colombo for the sake of her children who were
persuing their studies. The children lost their mother in
the prime of their lives, when they needed her most. Her
early demise is certainly a great loss to Yoga and the chil-
dren.

May she rest in peace.

N. Seveviratne,
Former Commander of the Army &
Former Governor North East Province.
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" Thevy" - A Profile by her first Cousin

Mrs. Rajadevi Yoganathan popularly known to her friends and rela-
tives as Thevy passed away on the 21st of September 1995 in Colombo,
Sri Lanka. Her sudden demise at the age of 55 came as a rude shock to all
who had associated with her.

I being a first cousin of hers, had known her from her infancy. Her
father the late Mr. T. Rasiah was an executive in the Malayan railways.
Her mother Mrs. Annapooranam Rasiah is my mother's younger sister.

Thevy was bom in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 6th May 1940.
The country was then under the British Rule. We too were in Seramban,
Malaysia a town about 45 miles South of Kuala Lumpur.” [ well remem-
ber the days when my mother went to Kuala Lumpur to assist her sister
during the confinement. When the Japanese troops invaded Malaya both
our families evacuated to the Kajang rubber Estate which is about 15miles
south of Kuala Lumpur. We stayed together in the estate for nearly one
and a half months.

Thevy was the fifth child in the family of eight children. She has
two elder brothers, two elder sisters, two younger brothers and a younger
sister. Her parents had a soft corner for her as according to the popular

belief "Even if you beg the Lord, it is difficult to bring forth the fifth
~ child as a female".

After the end of the Second World War, when the British had
reoccupied Malaya, all of us came to Sri Lanka. (then Sri Lanka was not
affected by the war and it appeared to be a peaceful country.) Owing to
the hardships we underwent during the war days her parents left her five

elder children in Sri Lanka under the care of our Grand Mother and re-.

turned to Malaysia. Thevy and her two elder sisters had their education at
the Vembadi Girls High School, Jaffna. When the time was ripe for her
marriage, her parents were back in Sri Lanka. She married Mr. Yoganathan
according to the liking and wishes to her parents on the 31st of May 1965.
Their wedding day is still fresh in my mind. This loving couple were
blessed with four daughters and a son. Here too according to her liking

the fifth child is a female. Two of her daughters are happily married. She
was fortunate that her second son-in-law Suren is in Sri Lanka and she
was able to see and carry her first grand child Arvind.

One beauty in the family is that I have never seen them quarrel-
ling. When one complains the other keeps quiet and vice versa. [ con-
sider them as "Silent Sign Posts". Again when someone narrates stories
about others she absorbs everything like a blotting paper and keeps it to
herself. 1 also noticed that her children expect her to do everything for
them and she takes pride in doing so. Now I can understand their present
feelings.

Thevy lost her father in Malaysia on 15th of January 1984. Her
mother and eldest sister are in Jaffna. Her eldest brother is in Colombo.
She also has a brother in Malaysia, a brother and sister in Canada and the
youngest brother and sister are in U.K. The news of her sudden death
would have come as a terrible shock to all of them.

God has willed that she had played her part well in this world and
had recalled her. I remember her telling Yoga that she being the fifth
female child, there should be no shortcomings in the family. May her
soul rest in peace.

To you Yoga - we share your grief at the loss of a lovable wife and
to you her children - we join you in mourning at the loss of a precious
mother.

V.Vigneswaran
87, Palaly Road, Retd. District Manager,
Kandarmadam, Bank of Ceylon.
Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
11-10-95.
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