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MAILVAGANAM KATHIRKAMANAYAGAN (KATHIR)

@rz\{athir was born on December 12, 1957 in Suthumalai, Jaffna. He was the
fourth child in a family of four brothers and two sisters. His father Mailvaganam
was a teacher. Kathir lost his father when he was in early teens. His mother
Kannakaipillai looked after the famlly with great care and educated her children
with flying colours.

Kathir had his secondary education in Manipay Hindu College, Jaffna, Sri
Lanka. He did his bachelors degree (B.Sc) in Mathematics at the University of
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. After graduating with honors degree in 1980 he worked
as an assistant lecturer at Batticaloa University, Sri Lanka teaching mathemat-
ics to undergraduate students.

Kathir met his better half Sharmini who was from Kokkuvil, Jaffna and fell in love
with her in 1984 and got married to her in 1985. Kathir went to the United States
in 1984 on a scholarship to do his Ph.D. at the University of Arlington, Texas. He
obtained his Masters Degree (M.Sc.) in mathematics in 1985, and Ph.D. in
mathematics in 1988. He did post doctoral fellowship at Department of Civil
Engineering, University of Toronto developing numerical integration schemes in
boundary element program using “C” programming language. .

Kathir blessed with a son Anojan in 1987 (June 06) and a daughter in 1989
(September 10). His thoughts were forever with those in need. He went back to
Sri Lanka in 1992 leaving his family in Toronto to teach mathematics to under-
graduate students at University of Jaffna in 1992 and 1993 dunng the time when
there was a shortage of university lecturers

Again in 1994 and 1995 he did post doctoral fellowship at Department of Civil
Engineering, University of Toronto developing software packages to solve a
variety of mining related problems. During the same period, Kathir worked as a
volunteer teacher at Woburn Collegiate and Albert Campbell Collegiate in



Scarborough. He worked as a part time teacher at Centennial College,
Scarborough and as a night school teacher at David & Mary Thomson C.I.
Kathir had been a full time teacher from September 1997 until his last moments
of his life, teaching mathematics and computer science at Winston Churchill
Collegiate Institute.

Kathir had great interest in the welfare and development of our community. He
was involved in various voluntary social service activities. He had been an active
member of Association of Sri Lankan Graduates of Canada. He was an execu-
tive member of the association in 1998.

Kathir will be remembered for his love for his family and friends and his dedica-
tion to his career and to the community. His sudden death is a great loss for all
of us.
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A MAN WHo SET A STANDARD

On behalf of all the staff and students of Winston Churchill Collegiate Institute,
I would like to express our deepest condolences to Mrs. Kathir and her family.

Dr Kathir was a teacher at Churchill since 1997. He was highly respected. His
expertise in the area of computers made him an invaluable member of the
Computer Studies Department. Dr. Kathir was always available for his students
both before and after school and during lunch hours. It was not unusual for stu-
dents to contact him at home seeking direction on unscrambling some com-
puter glitch. He was known for his gentle nature and treated everyone with the
highest respect. Never did he lose patience with his students or his colleagues
when we were seeking his advice and direction in the complicated world of com-
puters. : o :

. Dr. Kathir was a kind and gentle man who made a difference in the world of edu-
cation. He was well qualified and in fact could have taught at the university level,
but instead prefered to work with young people. He enjoyed seeing the spark of
understanding when a student grasped a difficult concept.

We all miss Dr. Kathir. He was a man who set a standard for us to emulate. His
contribution to the education of the students of Winston Churchill Collegiate
Institute will long be remembered.

M. Trina Wood
Principal :
Winston Churchill Collegiate

QuITE, DEDICATED & CARING PROFESSIONAL

I first encountered Mr Kath when | was part of an interview team for the contin-
uing education class in Tamil to be taught at my night school. This was both a
challenging and sensitive task and | was delighted both to welcome Kath to my
staff and in the job he performed. Ever the patient caring individual he managed
a diverse and at times difficult group. He taught them all as individuals with
insight and attention. He became respected and liked by his students and all
who knew him.

I was pleased again to be fortunate that Kath joined the day school staff here at
Winston Churchill. His work in the computer studies and mathematics areas
simply re-enforced my previous view of this quite, dedicated, caring profession-
al. It did however mean that | lost a member of my night staff as Kath in true
style wished to ensure he gave full measure to his day job.



This past Fall he rejoined, much to my further delight, my night school staff, now
here at Churchill. It is with great difficulty that | have to face his passing. The
loss, the absence, the sheer difficulty in expressing the mixed feelings this loss
produces. As | gave to my night school staff in a quote - no matter our life expe-
riences, nothing prepares us for such events as this. I'can only close in saying
Kath is someone who will always be part of my memory and he will be remem-
bered with great fondness. .

Craig Johnson
Vice Principal, Winston Churchill Collegiate
Principal, Night School

SoME REFLECTIONS

| found myself thinking back to June 1997 when there were two vacancies to be
filled at Winston Churchill in Math and Computer Science. Craig Johnson, our
Vice Principal, and | were interviewing a series of candidates for the positions.
At the end of two days of interviews one position was certain. We would offer
Kath a position and he would accept it. Over the summer of 1997 | was
impressed with his desire to meet with me and get a feeling for the courses he
was to teach in the fall. :

As a first year teacher there were several challenges to overcome .... a moun-
tain of paperwork, a variety of teaching techniques, new technology, new cours-
es and students demanding time and patience. :

Kath met all these challenges with a quite resolve to do whatever was in the best
interests of his students. He regularly sought advice on how to teach topics and
deal with difficult students. He genuinely wanted to reach every student in his
class. -

Kath took on extra responsibilities in both departments .coaching the Senior
Math team and the Computer Programming team. His desire to encourage stu-
dents to reach their potential was evident in these roles and in his belief that
enriched level courses were important avenues to have available for certain stu-
dents.

We often talked about the difficult role of being a parent to active, involved chil-
dren for whom we wanted only the best. | worried along with him when his son
underwent surgery at Sick Childern’s Hospital. Thankfully the operation was a
success.

I only knew Kath for a short while. Nevertheless, in that time | grew to respect



him as a man. a father and an educator. | miss him. | will continue to miss him,
and our department will be a little weaker without him.

Sincerely,

Mary Beth MacDonald

Head - Department of Mathematics
Winston Churchill Collegiate

ToucHED THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF MANY

Dr. Kathir was a man of great compassion and knowledge. He was an out-
standing teacher, respected not only for his intellect, but for his love and con-
cern for others. He always found time for his students, even those outside of his
own classes. No matter how simple the questions, no matter how many times
he had to review the same concept, he always did it with patience, and gen-
uinely shared in the joy of his student’s accomplishments.

Kath could often be found helping his colleagues. He readily befriended new
teachers in the Computer and Math Departments. He shared his materials, he
answered their concerns, he would describe the lay of the land, he would offer
them tea, he made them feel welcome. '

Staff members from all corners of the school who were a little bit afraid of using
computers often sought Kath out as well. They knew that he was not only knowl-
edgeable about the use of computers, but that he was also patient and kind and
would not think badly of them if they were lacking in skills. His gentle manner,
his warm smile engendered great, great trust.

Kath was a life long learner. He had a great thirst for knowledge. When he was
not teaching or tutoring, he was actively learning. He wanted to know more
about networking, more about how computers and software worked. Kath also
wanted to know more about how his students worked as well. He discovered
very quickly that students learned best when they had fun while learning, and he
worked hard to use the internet and multimedia programs like “Hyperstudio” in
his courses to engage his students.

Kath was also a very modest man. He did not like to talk much about himself
and when he did, he did not speak of himself directly, but shared with me his
pride and his love and concern for his children, his wife and his friends. | did not
pry too hard to find out more about Kath. | thought | had lots of time for our
friendship to grow. ‘



Kath touched the hearts and minds of many of us at Churchill, and we miss him
deeply. But we all know we are better for having known him and we will never
forget the love and kindness he shared with us. '

Doug Robinson
Head - Department of Computer Science
Winston Churchill Collegiate

WE Miss You KATH

It is hard for me to beleive that “Kath” is no longer with us. His gentle and con-
scientious presence made all the difference for so many students! Students
were able to rely on Mr. Kathir for explanation, patience and support without
ridicule.

So well | remember my conversation with “Kath” last spring. When | realized he

had his doctorate and had been working at the university level | wondered what

prompted his decision to teach high school. It is hard to describe the animation

that came to his eyes, an excitement that master teachers know: they can excite
kids! ‘

We miss you Kath and we want your family to know the invaluable contribution
you made in such a short time with us. Many many thanks.

Cheryl Freeman

Vice Principal
Winston Churchill Collegiate

KATH, MY FRIEND

There isn't a school day that | don'’t think about you - when | walk into the class-
rooms that we shared, when | walk down the computer/business hall and

remember your warm smile, your friendly “hello”, your gentle and kind .

demeanour, when | walk into what was your office and remember your working
at your desk, always working hard but also taking time to talk to me and to oth-
ers. When | asked you on two occasions to keep an eye on my computer class
next door to your classroom, you did not hesitate in anyway to accommodate my



request. You were always so willing to please. You bent over backwards to help
others. You were, indeed, a remarkable person.

Kath, you were far too young to be taken away from us.

Fondly remembered

Margot Naylor, Head

Business Department
Winston Churchill Collegiate

His Work WiLL Live FOREVER
Kathir was more than a mathematician, he was an artist. He created.

His work will live forever and he will be remembered as an intellectual, a writer
and a teacher.

Although we mourn his loss, his children, grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren will have proof of his contribution to the world.

They will be proud of him as a great teacher, a great mind and a great man.
With sympathy

Glenna Sims-Bonk
Winston Churchill Collegiate
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WE LosT A GREAT GENTLEMAN ... ... KATHIR

d knew Kathir from the days at University of Peradeniya. Although | was
from a different faculty and senior to him, because of his friendly nature and
sense of humour, we became friends. Unlike other undergraduates Kathir could
be seen also with friends with other faculties. Even after more than twenty years
he still maintained his friendship with his good old days’ friends. The famous
bunch of five friends - the Pancha Pandavars - was made by graduates from 4
different fields.

I became close to him when he became an executive committee member of the
Association of Sri Lankan Graduates of Canada. He was an active member of
the sub-committee for Education, and the sub-committee for Cultural and Social
Events. He gave tremendous support and contribution to these sub-committees.
He gave valuable suggestions and ideas on Education reform with his experi-
ence in teaching at various schools in Scarborough. He was responsible for



organizing the Yoga Classes conducted by our association for the last three
years. ' ~

Kathir was a very soft spoken and always with a smile in his face. There were
times when heated arguments taking place in the meetings of the association.
The voices were raised to intolerable level on a very few occasions. However,
when Kathir began to speak with usual humble and soft voice with his smile on
his face, the situation would go back to normal pleasant mood.

Kathir was one of the persons who were responsible for the success of the Kalai
Vizha organized by the association in November 1998. The last occasion | met
him was at the annual general meeting and dinner of the association on
December 12, 1998. Kathir was one of the organizers for the event. Although
Kathir was fasting (Vinayagar Viratham) and did not have anything for dinner, he
was there from beginning to the end of dinner. | still remember the last and long
discussion | had with Kathir for over 45 minutes along with his best friend
Rasaratnam about religion and faith. He was a real dedicated and true religious
person. :

| am very proud that | had known such a great gentleman in my life and very sad
that | had to lose him so early.

Kathir will be remembered for many years to come for his simplicity, interest
towards the welfare of the community, dedication to his career, and love to his
family and friends. ’ : '

K. Wijeyathungam

President

The Association of Sri Lankan
Graduates of Canada.

OUR FORMER COLLEAGUE “KATHIR”
“A GOOD MATHEMATICIAN AND A G‘ENTLEMAN"’

C@r. M. Kathirkamanayagan came from Canada and joined the Department _
of Mathematics and Statistics of University of Jaffna as a Senior Lecturer in
Mathematics in October 1991. He did not want to encourage his wife and chil-
dren to join him in Jaffna immediately, because of unsettled conditions in Jaffna.
But he had a genuine hope of settling his family in Jaffna for good in the imme-
diate future.



His arrival in the Department gave us the much needed encouragement as we
were lacking talented new recruits for a while.

But in December 1992, he was compelled to resign and abruptly return to
Canada to join his family to look after his beloved son Anojan’s illness.

He worked with us only for an year but it seems as if we had a long association
with him. This is because he influenced us in a great deal by his charming and
pleasing manners. ' ‘

Now suddenly "KALAN” has decided to separate him from his beloved family.
We are unable to come to terms with Dr. Kathir's sudden demise. We always
remember “KATHIR” as “A good Mathematician and a Gentlemen”. May
Almighty bless his bereaved family with peace and his soul with eternal bliss.

The Head and Staff
Department of Mathematics and Statistics
University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

DR. M. KATHIRKAMANAYAGAN

%is note is to express my personal and professional memory of Dr. M.
Kathirkamanayagan. :

Since 1984, | have had the oppor:tunity to become closely associated with Dr. M.
Kathirkamanayagan as a professor, a graduate advisor, and a friend at the
University of Texas, Arlington. ‘

With regard to the academic and professional achievement, he was well trained
in multidisciplines such as computer science and mathematics. In 1988, he
received his Ph. D. in Mathematical Sciences from the University of Texas at
Arlington, Texas, USA. His dissertation is on “Study of Singularly Perturbed
Systems”. He has made a significant contribution in the Theory of Large-scale
Singularly Perturbed Systems. Moreover, his mathematical work provides a
mathematical tool for studying problems in Control Theory and Differential
games. His work is well-documented in the mathematical sciences journals. He
was both analytical and practical thinker.

Dr. M. Kathirkamanayagan (Kathir) was a gifted teacher. He was very sensitive
to the needs of the students. He very much cared about their needs. He had a
lot of patient to work with students. He used to encourage his students to ask
questions and he worked with them to improve their skills. He was “indeed” a



dedicated TEACHER. In fact, at present time, we really need more teachers like
him. His passing away is great loss to the “TEACHING PROFESSION".
However, his “deed” will remain with us forever.

As an individual, Kathir was a polite but a strong young man. He was easy to
get along with others. He was very industrious person. He was equally devoted

to his family. He will be remembered by his family members, friends and stu-
dents forever. ' :

Finally | and my family pray for his soul.

G. S. Ladde

Professor of Mathematics
University of Texas at Arlington
Texas, USA

IF | HAD A WisH

cJ can't beleive that my dad really died
When | first heard it I cried.

It was not fair that God took him at young age.
Just when I am going to go through my teenage stage

I knew he could help me out from up there
Now he-could stay young and not lose any hair

He helped me out in a lot of ways
- Too bad I only had him for a small amount of days

If I had a wish I will ask him to come back
which is impossible which | know for a fact

Living without him isn't easy as it seems
| see him come back in my dreams

One day we'll be re-united but not for a very long time
Helping others was always my dad’s prime

Loving son
Anojan Kathirkamanayagan



WHY AprpPA LEFT EARLY

< don’t know why my Appa died. He was a good and kind man. He prayed
every single day. The last time | saw him was in a coffin. He could have stayed
a little longer, but he left early. God took him away from my mom. | hope he can
come back. | wish he didn’t die because | love him

Dearest daughter
- Nirojini

KUNCHU SITTHAPPAH

d still remember the day | first met Kunchu Sitthappah at Urumpirai when |
was three years old. | liked him so much. Even my baby sister Subi who did not
like strangers became very friendly with him on the very first sight. On her
Vithiyarampam day, she was sitting on his lap all the time and we had a great
liking for Kunchu Sitthappah from that time.

We met him one year ago in Canada and refreshed our memories. During his
recent visit to Sri Lanka he stayed with Appammah, Vetha Aunty and children for
about one month. | knew he was so affectionate with Appammah. On his way
back to Canada he came to our house at Wellawatte. We did not know then that
we were giving our last farewell to him and did not realize that we would never
see his face again. :

On the day of his death, when | was awaken 'and told that our Kunchu
Sitthappah had gone to heaven, | could not beleive how this could have hap-
pened to our dear Kunchu Sitthappah who was young and heaithy.

 May his soul attain Nirvana.

Marthanki Rajanayakam

WHERE IS KATHIR CHITTAPPA:

Cane we knew one uncle,
who was very kind, intelligent, and sweet.
We called him Kathir Chittappa.

Where? Where? Where did he go?
We met him in person in 1992.



He came to Sri Lanka for teaching.
Dear God, was he ever smart!!!

It is very hard to find a man
who is smart, sweet, and caring
in this world.

People say that god creates such
intelligent people to help the world.
If so why did he take Chittappa so early?

Chittappa, when you were living in Sri Lanka
you will come to our house and ask me to
make you plain tea. | never did understand
why you like plain tea so much. You left us
without even saying if you liked it.

Why? Why Chittappa???

You never leave without saying good bye,
this time you left without saying good bye to your family.
Why Chittappa? Why?

Last summer we came to Toronto
you were in Sri Lanka then, you said
you were coming back early so you can see

We did not get much time to spend together;

but you said “the next time you come I'll take

you everywhere, “but, you didn't even know

the next time we come to see you; you will be laying inside a coffin.
That is not the way we wanted to see you.

That is not fair! That is not fairl!!

Will we ever hear our Chitttappa’s voice again?
Will we ever hear him teach us anything?

Will we ever hear him give us advice?

Will we ever hear him tell us stories?

We miss you very much Chitttappa!
Will you please come back?

Loving Niece & Nephew
Priya & Suresh.
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FAREWELL TO YOU ........... MY FRIEND !

dt was a beautiful but sad evening - Tuesday the 12th of January 1999,
People have gathered in large numbers - Many hundreds in fact - to pay their
last respect to Late Dr. Kathirgamanayagam, fondly called Kathir, who died on
Friday the 8th. The place was Ogdon Funeral Parlour in Scarborough, Greater
Toronto. The ground was all white - covered with fresh snow. So was the casket
that contained his body, lined with white satin and covered with white fresh
snow. So was the casket thtat contained his body, lined with white satin and cov-
ered with white fresh flowers.

There were loud noices, it was his wife Shamini weeping for her husband. She
can not be comforted - for Kathir is no more. There was no lightening or thun-
der - still there was this thunderbolt, came from nowhere, and took him away -
Kathir is no more with us. There were the two little children, watching in silence
- for they were too small to understand the implications of their loving father’s
death. There was the quite sobbing of the school children, moving slowly with
heads bowed - for they have lost a dedicated teacher. In the large crowd that
gathered, there were university professors & lecturers, teachers & students,
doctors, engineers and people from all walks of life - all too grieved to speak..

Kathir was born in Jaffna (Sri Lanka) in December 1957 and had his early edu-
cation there. He obtained his first degree B. Sc. (Hon.) in mathematics from the
University of Sri Lanka and came to U.S.A. on a schlorship for further studies.
He obtained his Masters in1985 and a Ph.D in mathematics in 1988. He did his
post doctoral fellowship at the Department of Civil Engineering, Unlversnty of
Toronto, where he earned a name for himself.

His classmates spoke of his brilliant acedemic acheivements and schlorship.
Some spoke of his distinquished career, devotion to duty etc. but all of them
mentioned his quite, unassuming, simple and friendly nature.



Kathir had two great qualities which won the admiration of everyone who came
into contact with him - simplicity & humility. Except in his resume, he never men-
tioned that he holds a doctorate in mathematics - a very coveted degree. To the
students in school he was dedicated teacher, ever ready to help them even out-
side the school hours. To the teachers he was a wonderful colleague and a good
conversationalist. For us, his friends, he was a very worthy friend. He always
spoke softly and with a smile and it was this simplicity which won him a special
place in the hearts of his friends and colleagues.

Kathir was a deeply religious person who spent lot of time in prayer. He was a
frequent visitor to the temple - particularly on Fridays. Perhaps, it is this religious
fervour that gave him the great virtue - humility. He was a Hindu by birth, but for
me, he was what a practising christian should be.

As we read in the Holy Bible - Mathew 5:5
“Happy are those who are humble; they will receive what God has promised”

In the words of the great poet William Wordsworth -

“ He that is down needs fear no fail;
He that is low no pride;
He that is humple shall ever have
God to be his guide”.

Kathir was “perfectly simple and simply perfect” and that is what he was.
Kathir loved his language - Tamil - and was very fond of literature and classical
music. He had a deep knowledge in classical literature and devotional hymns. |
can never forget the long evenings we spent together - our group “ the fives” -
discussing poetry, literature, music, religion and critically analysing Tamil cine-
mas - old and new. What pleasure and peace of mind it gave us all. Great times,
indeed! Thevarams were your favorite - | still remember you playing “Pidiyathan
urugumai ...” in violin. Oh what fun it was.

Kathir was also actively involved in social activities - particularly in the educa-
tional upliftment of the Tamil youths. He organised free mathematics classes for
students who were weak in maths and many benefited from it.

To his wife Shamini we say “your husband Kathir was a good man, loved by
everyone and hated by none. He has finished his journey in this world and now
he is safe in the hands of God. So, comfort thyself and grieve no more.” It is not
easy, we know. May Almighty God give you the strength and courage to carry

on and guard you and guide you in all your endavours. We pray for you and your
children.



To you, our dear friend Kathir, we say “we love you not only for what you were,
but for what we were when you were with us”. So untill we meet again in the
shores of heaven, we say with tears “Farewell ....... our friend .... farewelll”

P. S. Soosaithasan
(Ex-Member of Parliament - Sri Lanka)
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Your life sould be your message
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He DIDN’T SAY GOODBYE ....

dt was about three o'clock in the afternoon on Friday January 8th. | was in
my office desperately trying to finish the day’s work as | wanted to leave early to
go to Richmiond Hill temple that evening. A phone call came. Shock, disbelief,
horror ..... '

Our hearts are broken - our eyes streaming with tears ....

lumps in our throat and only memories of our years.

Yes, Kathir has left us, and he didn’t say goodbye ....

No mention of leaving...not even a word that he would depart .... -

Kathir and | have been staunch friends for over 22. years. He was a man of
enormous ability, a man of integrity, a dynamic teacher, and a wonderfully car-
ing husband and father. Ever the gentleman, he was always true, genuine and
willing to help others, both in good times and bad. With all his acheivements in
life, he was still very modest. A private, quite man, he always greeted everyone
with genuine friendship and respect. As a friend, he exuded a warmth that
enveloped all those he chose as friends. To visualize him saying ‘Hi Sir!’ to
warmly greet me with that ever pleasing smile on his shy face is something |
shall always remember with a smile on my face, and a glow in my heart..

I first met Kathir at Peradeniya University during our good old days. We quickly
became close friends there. Our career endeavours made us to go in different
directions. Though we did not plan it this way, the destination of the journey
turned out to be Toronto for both of us. In Toronto, we reunited with three of our
old pals from Peradeniya, all with varied backgrounds, and founded a ‘compa-
ny of five”. We were not just friends. We were in fact a family - our adopted fam-
ily in Toronto. Kathir's wife Shamini called us the ‘Pancha Pandavas'.



Rasaratnam (accountant, the tax man), Subatharan (engineer, the computer
magician) and Nagarajah (geographer, the Tamil pundit) are the other pan-
davas. We were always there for each other, both in good times and bad times.

Today we are grieving the loss of a family member. God has taken this youngest
pandava, unlike in Maha Bharatha, away from us at this young age leaving
behind only the memories of him.

Our fond memories of Kathir take us back to brighter years, to happier sunlit
days and to precious moments that will be with us always. These fond recollec-
tions are treasured in our hearts to bring us always close to Kathir from whom
we had to part. We cherish these memories as the only certain immortality.

The most enlightening of all these memories is the last conversation | had with
Kathir. It was the day after the New Year, around | o’clock in the afternoon. Kathir
called me home for a friendly chat, as usual, with no specific issue in mind.
Usually we talk about a lot of things that range from life and work to religion and
politics. This time we got into talking about Vedic Jyotish written by Srila
Parasara Muni which led us to discuss the Acintya Bhedobheda Tattva, i.e., the
‘Inconceivable Simultaneous Oneness yet Seperation for all things as the Truth'.
The essence of our discussion is the following. Full Determination (i.e., the
Devine Control in every aspect of life) and Free Will exit side by side here in this
world. The reason for this seperation and negative experience is that our ulti-
mate submission to the Supreme must feel to us like our own decision.
Therefore, we have the God-given the God-designed perception of free will. We
feel as if we make our choices and then get the results, when in fact we control
nothing. This process leads to personal conviction and the experience of
emtional growth. Though we did talk ablout this real truth about life, | neither
accepted nor fully understood it until Kathir;s death. It is as if Kathir chose to
leave us early to teach us the truth about life. '

There is a bridge of memories from earth to Heaven above .... it keeps our dear
ones near us. It's the bridge that we call love.

Kathir
We love you,

We will have the rest of our days on earth honouring your life and memories.
Rest in peace my Friend & Brother.

Dr. Murugesu (Siva) Sivasangaram
Coordinator of Systems & Statistics
Ministry of Community and Social Services
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DR. KATHIRKAMANAYAGAN MAILVAGANAM - A
SINCERE FRIEND

%e untimely death of Kathir was a huge shock to the family and friends he
left behind. We are all making an attempt to understand as well as adjust to life
without a well loved friend. His family and friends in Canada as well as all those
who were touched by him at Batticaloa Campus, living all over the world will be
mourning his death for a long time to come.

Kathir and | were very close friends for nearly 18 years. He was a loving vigor-
ous soul who brightened the lives of everyone who knew him. we have shared
together many moments of laughter and sadness. Kathir’s easygoing nature
and jolliness served to keep his friend’s spirit high whenever life comes tense
and difficult.

| remember Kathir for his demeanor, he never threw his weight around unduly.
His respect for spirituality and cultural values made him a respected figure
among friends. If there is one thing to remember about Kathir, it is one of



unselfishness. Those of us who were particularly close to Kathir remember his
kind heart and ever-attentive ear. Somehow, he always knew when he was
needed and took time to listen to those he loved. My family and 1, in particular
my mother, were among the many who were benefited by his nature.

Much can be written about Kathir for | have known him for the last 18 years. He
was an ultimate helper and an enduring teacher. although we will never see him
again, we will never forget our friend Kathir, as there is much to remember and
cherish.

I never thought you would be called away before | could return your call made
on New Year's day. You will always live on with us, Good-bye dear friend Kathir,
Vanakkam Kathir Aiya, as | always call you. Let God endow his family with guid-
ance and courage. '

- The friendship we had
- The things we did together
- It will all stay as a memory now and forever.

Dr. Thamo
Pittsburg, PA, U.S.A.

TRIBUTE TO DR. KATHIRKAMANAYAGAN
MAILVAGANAM

BY DR.REGINALD HAMMAH

%ere is a verse in the Bible that says that “A true friend is always loyal, and
a brother is born to help in time of need” (Proverbs 17:17). According to these
definitions of friend and brother in this greatest of books, Dr.
Kathirkamanayagan was both my friend and my brother.

Kathir, as we popularly knew him in the University of Toronto, was a very hum-
ble, gentle and extremely kind fellow. | met Kathir when | started my graduate
studies at the university in September of 1994. Our first meeting was in the hall-
way in front of the Rock Engineering Group. He had heard that | had just joined
the group and he stopped me to introduce himself as member of the group. |
was struck by genuine warmth emanating from this man with a very charming
smile. This encounter in the hallway was the beginning of one of the most mean-
ingful friendships | have ever had. '



Dr. Kathir always made himself available to me whenever | needed his help.
Sometimes even when | told him that | did require his help on a matter, he would
insist that he had to help me. When | started my graduate studies, Kathir was
one of the very first people to help me to adjust to my new environment. He
shared his thoughts on how best to negotiate the intricacies of life in a graduate
department; he shared all his experiences of his studies in Texas and shared
some of his insights into the elements necessary for attaining academic suc-
cess.

With time my friendship with Kathir really solidified. Together with Dr. Thamer
Yacoub, we formed a very close knit group. We often went out for coffee or
lunch. We had long discussions and the sort of arguments only the closest of
friends can have. Kathir loved to philosophize about life. Often his perspectives
were very unique and soon, we gave him the nickname “Cosmic Guru”

Dr. Kathir never kept any secrets from me. He would speak to me about his
plans for the future, about his fears for his motherland Sri Lanka, about his wife
and children and about his mother and siblings. He loved his family and his peo-
ple with great passion, and it was his dream that one day he would be well off
enough to return to his homeland and help build up his people. He earned my -
trust and confidence. That made me divulge to him my similar goals of retuning
to Ghana, my native land, to make a difference.. Kathir inspired me to believe
that no amount of years spent away from home could quench an undying zeal
to help ones people. - -

| assisted Dr. Kathirkamanayagan with a number of writings that he had to do.
- Inthese ventures he displayed a remarkable characteristic - an amazing desire
to continue to improve upon himself. He was always asking me for advice on
ways through which he could continue to perfect his English. Our collaboration
and friendship never ceased even after he left the Rock Engineering Group to
pursue a career in teaching. |

| greatly admired Kathir's conscientiousness and diligence. He was also very
meticulous for details. Kathir had another outstanding quality - he had mastered
one of the most difficult, in my opinion, qualities of life, he had mastered the art
of being gentle and loving but at the same time firm and capable of making
tough decisions. These strengths of Kathir's always played out in his classroom.
I will sorely miss Kathir. | will miss his smile and | will miss his company.
However, | know these losses cannot be compared to that which his wife and
children will experience. Under these circumstances | will do what | know Kathir
will have done for - | will make myself available to help Shamini, Anojan and
Nirojini with all | can. So help me God. Kathir, may your soul rest in peace.



BRST Fenertaimafs...

sy sCargf Q&n@mlﬂsﬂ@_f,@ QzrenauBud W o _misenL ‘eglir”
Bpbgiel Lmmb ereigy GBS, Sy D55 OFTeneoBuhis CFiil) Quruiuns
BBEssEmLIST a6 wEuQuUID s LTLSMGBLE  OFTenanBsfullsh OsrLing -

Beow eflemflggy SIBKB (€T (3, Geusxniguy QUG SeneTGrLIGITLD Qsuig o_sefu X300
sliLg  wmliug? “spwim” RID  eIIenan GFedevions il gouur Baf
LABSGUCUTYI  ereien Q& GurBueir Bems  BmrGsreud I ey
TSNS &enen siliLng wping?

sUDLS_th o, Siumaw AT IBBTUCLTSH  Senmeusir BeranugIGsuByy
SHTEDIL_6it Coirggus CaremiBedc Lir Gurgnitb. BLOEBLET  CBmhESOTROTSSH
Benentoudsy wreliss ef@eaniasamd o UG gmBsth. WG sefites Puung Gyis,
By QoniéssAie, BeoTutoneng. Comiéssdlsd B Lemmd AL B rhisenég,
S16VSVTD  @enmeueit BV Ut guires SIDOUTET a1 Bibiogdued uTpAIGumid,
2_wenolt 19k UTIRD  wenansl egmnief, Serenenasi SBamagssr, Beyrgdeise b
SO SyDibs, SIDIHTURS 6T S, O felgsis CareideGpmib.

Dr. S. reibgymrs;
sl ULEVES|paED - L &seniiy,

DR MAILVAGANAM KATHIRKAMANAYA_GAN

The sudden Prémature passing of Dr. Kathir brought shock to the educators of
Scarborough and to his friends and family, to say nothing of the overwhelming
experience of the students in his mathematics class. |t is unexpected that a



teacher should pass away in front of the chalkboard, but doubly surprising that
a Yoga participant in apparant good health should be unable to finish a normal
span of life. We the Tamil educators in Scarborough wouldn’t have got close to
each other without his influence in organizing frequent get togethers. As educa-
tor, in the true sense Dr. Kathir was a guide, mentor and a Confident to many
students and associates.

Dr. Kathir is avery passionate and lovable person with a'unique blend of sim-
plicity and intellectualism.The large and varied gathering at the funeral service
bears eloquent testimony to his popularity and recognition he had earned from
people of all walks of life in this foreign strand. It has been well said that “We
are all travellers in the wilderness of this world and the best that we find is a true
friend.” Kathir, our friend, may you rest in eternal peace.

Braba, Jeya, and Mani
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TRIBUTE TO DR, KATHIRKAMANAYAGAN
MAILVAGANAM

BY DR.THAMER Yacous

(?jn the summer of 1994, my wife and | went to Jordan for a brief vacation. |
was then enrolled in a Civil Engineering graduate program at the University of
Toronto. After returning from the trip, | met someone sitting in the office | had ben
using. This was my first meeting with Dr. Kathirkamanayagan Mailvaganam, and
this was the encounter that began a lasting and fruitful friendship. Our wonder-
ful friendship lasted untif one cold day in January 1999, when Kathir, as we com-
monly called him, was suddenly snatched away from our midst by death. "

Initially it seemed to me that Kathir was shy and reserved, but he soon proved
me wrong. Once we became friends | quickly realized he had a very outgoing
personality and our bonding grew stronger. During the period he worked in the
Rock Engineering Group of the Civil Engineering Department, we spent a lot of
time together making and drinking tea. | called Kathir my tea partner. He taught
how to make good tasting tea.We also often went out for lunch together with
other friends. Even after he left the university to teach, he would still drop by for
the occasional tea, coffee or lunch. Kathir made us feel special because he

Sinnathurai.

Dr. Kathirkamanayagan gave me a lasting impression of whom a true family
man should be. He loved his wife and children. He would express his concern
for the health of his wife and son. Kathir wanted his children to grow up in an
environment in which they could become good and morally sound citizens. He
desired to move the entire family to a warmer and less stressful country where
they could enjoy life at apace much slower than that in Canada. | purposed in
“my heart to be as good a father and family man as he was.

We will miss Kathir very much. He was indeed a most wonderful and caring per-
son. | pray to the Lord that He will his family strength and comfort to move on
life so that they can become whom their husband and father wanted them to be,
and so that they can enjoy the very environment and benefits that he wanted
them to have. May Kathir's soul rest in peace.



KATHIR MAMA

Kathir Mama, you took us to parks and swimming
You took us to see movies and to play golf
You took us to Wonderland and to Sri Lanka
But in the end you took away our hearts with you.

* Kathir Mama, you were an inspirational and spiritual person
You were a loving and caring person
You were a friend that we could look up to
But in the end the person we have known and loved all these years
was not there anymore.

Kathir Mama, your loss is disappointing and a shock
Your loss is not fair and is too soon
Your loss is very difficult to think about
The only comfort we have is knowing that you are with God.

Amsa -and Thiheep Rasaratnam
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TRIBUTE TO DocTOR KATHIR,
AN EVER LiviNg NOBLE SouL

o‘ﬁfe is a journey. This journey can be long or it can be short. As long as we
reach our destination, then the purpose is served. Saints like Adhi Sankara and
Swami Vivekanandha had only a short life but a meaningful one. Likewise my
friend Dr. Kathir lived a life full of meaning and purpose, a purpose to serve
humanity by imparting knowledge, which goes for generations to the recipients.
His pearls of wisdom and will, forever, be imprinted in the hearts of his students
- whom he considered as his children. He touched the hearts of many strangers
who became his life long friends. The pious, gentle and intellectual Kathir will
every be with us in his mortal form, fulfilling his duties from the other world. We
pray to the lotus feet of God Almighty to grant peace and solace to the depart-
ed soul.

Saketaram (Sam ) Surendra
Professor in Computer Engineering
Seneca College of Applied Arts and Technology

9B SFMETD BIWESH WA Curengn? Gungais Qarerng e bGurg
TSI aubgl GBS FIUGHM SIDRISSH?

G CHTHREISH QUB @ 61D Pagd) span Qeusiiafeaipanio
SIs3s Aprametudl wel; daLssCsn o a1 Gonas AL
ffiGasgub eiumns E)F Cailf) o aimer oMihs SimaTumIWD
BUISI0 SubsPug asss Boy dAPUIEIGD Crsp SuEHE
Bng abg s CFapOsebeTd . s s QFeLeuzhan? iswremm!
B aibsamen BenisAisamen Hifieysiencuirsentasdeammi! SI6UTSHETHID
Bsmanyd QUTHISHGeunisemm? PG BTG SHILIID Gh euHLID
SLGBUTEL E\gih 66t SR BEpSGENBen 15 BipeonGADTLI?
Budédflenuwuied sevbg Gasteienefsvansy g BTOmSHesvanso
SIBISEN IDENBIGETTE) ©_awTTh| renewenfelsBasmd InHECsTr SiemanauEGL
Bniu FpHowss wepautsd CxBEGuTD B!

Sanfidt ey sriETE SUGHIGEGD GROUSHT SERTAIGEED
aRET SUPES IDISTUSDSS SiSflelsEs OQsrendeCpmd -

‘Wost adip BIoGL”  sEA! FThA! Fnpha!

bl - ggEn



EVER CLOSE IN MIND AND HEART

%ere are certain thoughts and feelings
that words cannot impart

to best describe the loss we feel

deep down in our hearts

No further away than a picture
a smile, a remembered phrase
Kathir mama, your memory
is so close in so many ways

There was so little time with you

and yet so many things to learn

the priceless advice and guidance
were no longer there when we turned

Education, simplicity and the will to help others
were very important to you

" thus you have taught us in more ways than one
that this what should be important to us too

Usha, Prapha, Piriya.
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MEMORIES

%y friend, as we say the prayers that split hearts do
We remember the times that we spent with you

We shared the laughter, we shared the tears

We shared our triumphs, we shared our fears

- We remember the Plans for your children we shared
We remember the love you showed for all whom you
' cared
We remember your kindness, your humor, your grace
These are your legacy, which we will embrace

We know you're at peace wherever you are

As we look at the sky, we know you're a star
May the Palms of God protect this light

It lives in our memories, our hearts give us sight

We must live in the world without you we know

The memories we have, our strength as we go

God bless you and goodbye our precious friend
‘Til time is no more, our love dowe send.

Aubrey, Clare, Shane and Brandon
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DEAR KATHIR ANNA

@q came to know Kathir Anna back in 1984 when he
was a graduate student at University of Texas at Arlington.

I was pursuing my studies at University of Texas at Dallas. That was the first
time | was away from my family and | felt very lonely until | met Kathir Anna. His
warm and approachable personality impressed me instantly.

His simplicity and great ability to listen to others and understand their feéling
made Kathir Anna a unique person. Only very few people make a difference in
this world. Kathir Anna you were one of them.

There were times when | was depressed and was ready to give up my studies
because of my family who were scattered around the world due to problems
back in Sri Lanka. But Kathir Anna you gave me moral support and confidence
to continue my studies and to achieve my goals. You taught me this: We all need
to believe in ourself and be ourselves. Pretending to be somebody else will harm
you and destroy your confidence.

Kathir Anna you were like my father, mother, brother and above all a very good
friend. Anna you lighted a candle in my life, and | promise you that | will keep
that light burning until my final breath. | will miss you Anna and | always love you..
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| WiLL ALwAYs REMEMBER KATHIR UNCLE

@éthir Uncle was a great influence on my life. One of the many things he
taught me was to go with the flow. Whenever life deals you a bad hand, you put

to play Nintendo with me. We could sit and play Super Mario Brothers for hours
on end. One cold night, Kathir Uncle walked all the way to our apartment, it was
a good 20-30 minute walk. My parents had gone grocery shopping and before
leaving had told me “Don’t open the door for anybody.” What they meant to say
't open the door for strangers, but they said don’t open the door for any-

dark outside, and all | Saw was him and his infamous smile. He asked me to
open the door, but all | could remember was “Don’t open the door for ANY-

Matheepan and Puratheepan Panchalingam
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FAMILY MEMBERS OF KATHIRKAMANAYAGAN

Father

Mother
Wife

Son
Daughter

Brothers

Sisters

Father in law
Mother in law

Brothers in law

Sisters in law

Ponnampalam Mailvaganam
(Retd. Teacher) (Deceased)

Mailvaganam Kannakaippillai
Sharmini Kathirkamanayagan
Anojan Kathirkamanayagan
Nirojini Kathirkamanayagan
Jananayagam Mailvaganam
(Engineer, New Zealand)
Selvanayagam Mailvaganam
(Teacher) (Deceased)

Rajanayagam Mailvaganam
(Chartered Accountant)

- Vethanayagi Sivarajah

Jegasothy Balraj
Rasiah Pushparajah
Janakiamma Pushparajah

Kandiah Sivarajah

(Leacturer, Faculty of Economics, University of
Jaffna)

Sivasubramaniam Balraj

Pushparajah Manoraj

Pushparajah Balakumar

Pushparajah Rajkumar

Thiruchelvakumari Jananayagam
Ranjithakumari Selvanayagam

Dr. Sivarajini Rajanayagam (M.B.B.S.)
Nalini Rajkumar

Bhavani Rajakariar

Yumani Kuttalnathan



OUR SINCERE THANKS

We would like to express our sincere thanks to everyone for being there to share
our sorrow and grief at the irreparable loss to our family.

Our thanks to Kathir's colleagues and my colleagues whose words of consola-
tion went a long way in our time of deep sorrow.

A special thank you to my husband Kathir's loyal friends who have been
the pillar of strength to me and my family at this time of need. Their untiring and
dedicated support is beyond words to mention.

We thank all our relatives and friends for their messages of sympathy and floral
tributes, here in Canada and abroad. |

Wife Sharmini and children Anojan, Nirojini. @
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