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The Aerial View From the Independent Press in Colombo: "The Army
says that the 'air offensive' should continue against the terrorists
for some time before a major ground offensive could be launched in
the North. The Air Force is slowly but steadily taking out LTTE
targets one by one, they said. Since the beginning of January the
Alr Force had bombed terrorist held buildings and other facilities in
many areas ingluding Kilinochchi, Vadamarachchi and Mullaitivu.” (The
Island, 28th January 1991).

The Ground View as experienced by Humans & Animals in Jaffna: On the
evening of 22nd January, Mrs Sivagnanapathy Satchidanandan bade
goodbye to her daugher Kaushaliya, Assistant Lecturer in Statistics

at the University of Jaffna. Because of transport difficulties,

Kaushaliya could not travel to work daily from her home in Vaddukoddai.
Late morning the following day, a messenger from the LTTE came to the

university and fetched her home. She found her mother's body in a

badly mangled state. Few minutes later, the body was taken away.

About 9.30 A.M that morning Sivagnanapathy (late U40's) was
washing at the well. On hearing bombers, she went under a tree. She
was killed instantly by one of 4 bombs which fell in the area, felling
the tree as well. Two others were killed by the bombs which fell
near Sangaraththai junction. One was Thirunavukkarasu, retired from
the Meteorology department, who had sent away his daughter, a typist
at the university, and had stopped to chat with other retired folk as
was his wont, The other killed was Mr.Kulanthaivelu, father of
Subenthiran, Science student at the University of Jaffna.

This incident took plac%Z ggﬁ;th successive day of intensive
bombing in the Jaffna peninsula. Four houses were badly damaged.
None of them was the apparent target -~ a former LTTE establishment.
This establishment was prominent at one time, and vehicles used to be
parked there. Several attempts had been made to bomb this place.
While the -bombs fell south of Sangaraththai this time, the last time,
in December, the bombs fell at Mavady, north of the Jjunction felling
& coconut tree and damaging a kottil (hut). The difference in the
current bombing is that, earlier the bombers used to circle the area
and usually some pains were taken over accuracy - for which there
were technical limitations. Now the planes come and d'ive without
warning, and drop their cargo. Not only is accuracy further vitiated,
but civilians have much less time to take shelter. This change of
practice could be for one or more of 3 reasons : Fuel conservation,
Not to give people time to find cover and Reduce risk from ground

The pilots are understandably nervous after a Sia Machetti
bomber plunged into the Jaffna lagoon in September.

The Sri Lankan government is finding solace in the Gulf war and
is following a parallel military strategy. Other aspects too come out’
prominently. Jaffna, though allegedly a part of Sri Lanka is further
from Colombo than Bagdad is from New York. New Yorkers see something
of the results of aerial bombing in Baghad. While those in "Colombo
see nothing of what happens in Jaffna, their papers and television
are full of Bagdad. While scud missiles were aimed at population
centres in Israel, because the state took action to protect its
people, despite the physical damage, only 4 were killed in Israel
during the first two weeks of the war. During the same period the Sri

Lankan government has killed many more of its own people while aiming
at 'terrorist targets'.

On 28th January, at the height of bambing activity President Premadasa told a
conference of GA's UBt,aﬂy.ﬂsdceamiﬁunﬂaycmmpnwam another youth explosion.

Jaffra evidently, was in his mind a different World. Qr, was it? [More reports in Chapter ¢].

o1

02

03

ol

D

CONTENTS

PREFACE AND GENERAL APPEAL

The Rale of International Organizations,
E>patristes: Some practical Issues

1.1 Rational for en International Initkative

12 HumaatOrganizations and Sri Lanka

1.3 An Appeal to the Expatriates

1.4 I8 Peace Possible?

The Liberation phenomenon .

2.1 Liberation or Degradation? Peoples' Experience

2.2 Reading the past .

2.3 In defence of what?

2.4 The Fate of Truth In an Orwellion World

2.5 Role of the Tamil Intelligentsia

2.6 Dissent in Jaffna

2.7 Influence of éovernment Policy & Southern Reactions

2.8 The Government and the Tigers ~ A note on attitudes
to Politics ' N

2.9 Indian Links - e

The Expulsion and Expropriation of Muslims in the North

3.1 Early Signs cea
3.2 Chavakachcheri eoe
3.3 Mannar, 218t - 28th October see
3.4 Jaffna, 30th October . coe

3.5 General Reactions and future prospects

Reports see

4.1 Operation Santa Claus, Mannar, October 21 -

November 8th e
b.2 Detainees in Vadamaratchi PO
4,3 Headless bodies in the East os
4,4 Feeding the fishes .es

4.5 An kxperience in Eravur during aand after the
Massacre ~ August-September 1990

4.6 The Army in Fetters eon

4,7 The Killing of Assembly of God men,
September 1987 eee

10
14
18

20
20

21
36
38
1
L6

50
Sk

58

58

59
60

63
65

68

68

70
74

72

72
73

74



o

Jaffna
5.1 Jaffna Report (December 1990).
5.2 Injured Women & Children
5.3 The gathering of Martyrs' families
5.4 The Hungry Woman
5.5 Incident at Kayts v
5.6 "Rfteiuati of the Manknlam attabk
5.7 Public Execdtious and Killingé of
detainees \ <
5.8 Dissent within the LTTE
5.9 Normality in .{af!na

Further Reports
6.1 Massacres in the Amparai District
6.2 Aerial Bombing in Jaffna
6.3 Calling off the Teascfire
6.4 The ICRC taken to task

6.5 Recent Developments in the Batticalesa
District .s

92

The 'Liberation' -of the University of Jaffna 93

7.1 November 1989 - November 1990

7.2 November 1920 - An exercise in Autonomy

The Southern Dimension

APPENDIX
1. Statement by the International Alert

2. Statement by Fr. Dudley Attanayske after

a visit to Jaffna eee

93
96

100

PREFACE AND A GENERAL APPEAL

The crisis in Sri lanka which now faces the Tamils, and ultimately
all the people of this country with an uncertain future is one that
appears to defy definition. The Tamils have largely lost their
spiritual and intellectual bearings and their physical existence
hangs in the balance. The manner in which the Muslims are being
uprooted, robbed and driven out en masse from the North, and the
attitudes towards'them that are being promoted, puts the dominant
Tamil ideology in a very disreputable company. In losing any sensitivity
to wtat it means to be a minority, they have forgotten their own
history. The Muslims who were making steady gains as a community
tiave suffered setbacks as the result of the brutal intolerance of the
Tigers and the manoeuvrings of the government. They are now being
inducted into a culture of violence while sober and reflective Muslim
voices are being pushed aside. Apart from the Sinhalese peasants
being killed in border areas, the devastating potential for the
Sintlalese contained in the general degeneration of the political
culture is seen in the continuing phenomenon of burning corpses in
the South. '

It is evident that trose who wish for peace on this island are at
a loss to identify the problem, leave alone find a solution. A
recent press release by tte Canadian Foreign Secretary Joe Clark
illustrates the point. In a 'balanced' statement expressing concern
over human rights violations in this country, Mr Clark called on both
sides to go for negotiations as the most appropriate means of resolving ‘
the dispute and ensuring the safety of civilians in the North and
Fast. Similar sentiments tmd been reflected in a recent statement by
tte British Prime Minister and in a call made by the Indian Highs
Commi ssioner.

On the other hand wren speaking privately, there is general
agreement trmt everyone feels a sense of loss. Most people feel
instinctively tlat a negotiated settlement is a very remote prospect.
Since tfe outbreak of war, the natural, if unspoken, trwrust of
thn government's military and administrative mactdnery has been to
speed up the obiliteration of historic Tamil associations and presence

in the FEastern provihce. Its callousness has brougtt death to over



6000 Tamil civilians - not in combat but in massacres and bombings.

The Tigers on the other hand, by their brutal massacres of
hundreds of policemen taken prisoner, and of 700 or so Muslim
2ivilians helped the process of dehumanisation by‘pestroying the

-~

possibility of human communication and Bpgspstéhding.

Events over the last four months have left us with two main
obstacles to a negotiated *settlemengj' One is the government's
attempt to deny Tamil claiﬁs in the bast by bringing about a fait
accompli through decimation‘and displacement of the Tamil population.
Although influential sections of the government and the press have
supported such moves, the result will never be acceptable to Tamil

opinion or help to build&ponfidence among them.

The other is the character of the LTTE, the natural articulation
of which not just helped to precipitate the war, but calculatedly
left the Tamils at the mercy of enraged Sri Lankan forces whose

nature ‘was well known, wiﬁhdut the will or the capacity to protect

them. More importantly negotiations would mean talk of constitutional

arrangements, elections, settled conditions and some airing of
dissenting opinion. Such would mean questioning the legacy of the
Tigers - a legacy marked by the tragic demise of hundreds and

thousands of young with a feeling and dedication towards the well

being of Tamils, TNA conscripts, ordinary civilians and intellectuals.

Any hint of openness would make the Tigers immediately nervous,
and not without reason. Between the months of January and June
this year, there was a precipitous decline in the purely emotional
feeling that is called support for the Tigers. Like in October
1987, this coﬁsideration must have veighed heavily in the_outbreak

of hostilities. [See our reports 4 & 5 and special report 3].

We have to examine the peculiar phenomenon referred to and
how the government's attitudes have given it strength, durability
and according to LTTE sympathisers who leave the concerns of the

people out of their emotions, a necessity. It is important to

understand this phenomenon  because in seeking a solution we have to

go beyond feelings that seem very reasonable at a subjective human

level, beyond ethnic considerations and see the process as a national

malaise threatening all of us - not just in this country, but the

fall out from the success of this phenomenon will influence movements

in the Indian sub-continent as well.

3

We npoke of feelings that appear reasonable at a subjective
human level, because in the present state of political oulture,
many ordinary Sinhalese, soldiera and officera feel that the govern-
ment waa very reascnable with the LTITE and that gestures of trust
and restraint were rudely and obscenely spurned. The government
had provided the Tigers during the 14 ngntha of the LTTE-Premadasa
honeymoon, with military, material and diplomatic help to replace
the Indian army and its allies as the dominant power in the North-
East. The Sri Lankan army had also observed unaccustomed restraint
during several provocations by the Tigers in the months leading up
to June. The other side was not talked about. It ia hard to
maintain that in helping the Tigers the government waa helping the
Temils. During the honeymoon the government had actually connived
with the Tigers, directly and indirectly, in the killing of
hundreds of Tamila. including TNA conscripts, individualas and refugees
with diasident assoclations. Further, the North-East was brought
under a regime with an apparatus of repressjen that waa unprece-
dented. Not knowing this side, but only the government's much
publicised generoaity to the Tigers which it identified with the
Tamils, anger against Tamils came naturally with the massacre of
policemen. To those who saw thinga this way, the punishment of
Tamils through bombing and atrocities seemed Jjustified.

We spoke of this phenomenon as a common malaise becauase of
its self reinforcing character and ita ability to look larger than
life in the general drift of subcontinental politiecs. Whether, it
is the grievances of the Tamils in Sri Lanka or of the Sikha,
Kashmiri'a or Assamese in India, governmenta have lacked the
ocapacity to take a principled and rational outlook, and instead
tend to react with repression combined with a lack or'elarity.
The enauing process of alienation givea credibility and astrength
to extremist violence and totalitarian forms of erganisation.

In Sri Lanka the results obtained by the LTTE and JVP have
oonvinced many pesople exasperated with the government, to belleve
that only their methods work. Tamil leaders and parliamentarians
had talked about disorimination and federalism and had protested
peacefully for decades only to earn contempt, ridicule and organised
violence. Peasant organisations and trade uniona in the South who
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pratested against the impoverishment and the decline in the quality
of life resulting from economic policies of the government heavily
linked to the dictates of Western capital and giving multinationals
direct control over large tracts of agricultura%ﬁ land, met with
the violence of goon squads and large scale dismisggls. The govern-
ment appeared immovable. This was in 1980. Less than a decade
later, the government desperately invited the JVP for negotiations
after it demonstrated its capacity to’ kill, paralyse the nation
and strike terror into the very corridors of power. The LTTE
after it responded to a similar invitation was feted in the manner
of visiting royalty, in sharp contrast to_the abject fate meted
out by the government to its Sinhalese and Tamil detractors of a
milder sort. The government's capitulation to what it had earlier
termed criminal groups was even hailed as fine statesmanship by
tired intellectuals, only too ready to gloss over the lack of it
in the past. The end result was to pour scorn‘over the values of

moderation, reason and decency, which were now consigned to homilies

over state television.

The High Cost of Amarchy

In habitually abandoning interests of the people for transient
tactical political advantage, a heavy price has been paid in terms

of the dignity of the nation and consequently of the people.

The country is paying heavily for what 1lies behind those
sentiments coming with less subtlety from senior ministers and not
repudiated by the President or other cabinet colleagues. The
Amnesty International has been called a terrorist organisation and
there is 1little sensitivity to the process of the law which

determines the character of the state.

The Independent Surrender Commission was set up by the President
to facilitate the surrender of those having real or suspected JVP
links without the fear of meeting the scandalous fate of many
other youths. This worked well for a time and the commission's
work was wound up by the President in August. It has subsequently
become well known that a significant number of those who had
surrendered had been killed after they were released -~ something
that may not have happened to them if the commission had not existed

at all.  Answering questions in parliament, the Minister of Defence

-

has maintained that these persons were killed not by the forces,

but by villagers angry with the JVP.

In early November 'the Island' reported the appearance of
about 30 headless bodies in Thirukkovil and Akkaraipattu - a well
known fact in that locality. A Defence Ministry statement published
in the Sunday Observer of U4th November described the c¢laim as
mischievous, following an ‘'inquiry'. Leading citizens of the area
were quoted as having denied the appearance of the bodies. The
plight of these citizens who try to keep life going in an 1isolated
area full of refugees, in an atmosphere of terror, is not hard to

imagine.

These are two among a host of instances showing that the
workings of civil society have ceased to exist in & large category
of instances. A generation is growing up without knowing that
there used to be such things such as post mortems, magistrate's
inquiries and accountability before the law.

In this respect the government has utterly degraded itself.
As a liberation group the Tigers have not shown themselves in any
way superior to the government. The Tigers too have the last word
by simply denying everything. They deny the killings of Muslims
and the regular disappearances and ill-treatment of so called

traitors that mark their rule. Humanity in this country has been

devalued and what increased the sense of loss is the state's

incapacity to assume a responsible role.

But the state is itself a product as well as a promoter of
our value system, and all secular and religious institutions must
share the responsibility for this hopeless state of affairs. The
parliamentary opposition too shows no signs of trying to understand
the seriousness of the whole issue. The cause of human rights in
this country has been made weaker by the Opposition using it as a
means to embarrass the government rather than address the issue in
depth. Even from some of the more intelligent and articulate
Opposition MP's, their contribution to the debate on the Tamil
crisis stops mainly at opposing the North-East merger. The main -

iasue of trying to restore a sense of confidence to the Tamil

minority who have suffered from years of state violence is hardly

addressed. The government, whatever its motives, can give legitimate

reasons for seeking a solution outside parliament, effectively
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devaluing the latter as the institution presiding over the nation's
destiny. It is high time that in the interests of democracy the

_ Opposition showed a greater sense of responsibility.

The thinking of the Sinhalese intelligentsia as reflected in
the media has shown a general sense of complacency in the face of
a very dangerous situation facing the country. Many are advocating
going back to square one as if the Indian intervention did not
happen. The growing disenchantment in the South itself is lost
sight of. Economic conditions continue to worsen. It is a serious
reflection on'the state of the Sinhalese people if thousands of
youth join the army, not through pafriotism but through hopelessness
and fatalism. What sort of a country is it where youth have to
think along the lines that it is better to join the army and be
pensioned off with loss life or limb, than to be physically whole-

some and unemployed? )
\
What if after all this repression and frustration, there is a

L3
mass swing of Tamil opinion towards a lobby calling for an annexation
of the North-East to the Indian federation? To be ignorant or
complacent of the many dangerous directions in which the situation

could drift is a mark of decadence.

The destructive course of Tamil politics cannot be defeated
militarily. A change can come about only by creating space for a
new independent Tamil politics that has digested the lessons of
the past, to emerge. Though temporarily eclipsed in the North,
pluralism in the South is not entirely dead. The government may
yet find it in its interests to adopt tactically a radically new
approach to the Tamil problem, because og gepeated tragedies as
well as the sheer dictates of its survival,/to sustain its present

economic policies.

This is best done not by discussing lssues such as Federalism
and the North-East merger at the outset, but by taking responsibility
for restoring confidence amongst Tamils. This also means taking res-
ponsibility for all the young Tamils, boys and girls, who are
faced with a stark choice between a well founded fear of the Sri
Lankan army and the Tigers who will use them as tools iﬂ‘their
power game. An impartial inqui}y into all civilian deaths during

this wap, particularly into the role of the state forces, 1is an

7

absolutely necessary part of such confidence building. Without
such, accompanied by preventive measures, the dominant Tamil politics
will reinforce its claims, steadily destroying the community. The .
state will go on killing .with no tangible restraint, confused
about its objectives and denying the ugly things that everyone
else knows about, until the nation itself drowns in blood.

Responsibility also means trying to understand why the Tamils
were alienated, why they were mortally afraid of state aided
Sinhalese colonisation and how the state machinery silently and
decisively worked to their detriment. It is no good dodging the
issue by saying that the law operates equally, when in fact the
power to act and to decide is in the hands of Sinhalese steeped in
chauvinist sentiment. The Tamil militant phenomenon was itself a
chauvinistic reaction to this powerlessness. Without trying to

understand and do away with the cause, there is no solution.
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01, The Role of lnternational QgganizationsgtExpatriates'
J

Some Practical Issues

1.1 Rationale for an International Infitiative

In recent times some doubts as well as vitsl questions have
been raised about the practical viability of human rights. When,
withip the last two years, persons with strong liberal convictions
fell within the attentions of the JVP's terror, they were pushed
into thinking that the state's counter terror vas at least a
transient necessity. The LTTE's erratic behaviour came at a time
when the state's forces had tasted blood and the liberal esta=-
blishment was tired and wrapped 1n doubt; On top of this, human
rights organisations have been castigated as villains and even

terrorists by official circles, in a show of bravado,

Those of us believing in human rights hold, on the basis of
historicsl experience, that its values are fundamental sand cannot
be overridden by tactical considerations without destroying
everything we hold dear, When South Asian governments, for
instance, cast rhetorical aspersione on humen rights organisationsy
is it simply satisfactory to dismiss this as a reaction of someone
culpable? To be effective, we need to go deeper into this pheno-
menon and understand the state of mind of those voicing such unjust
sentiments. We also need to understand the socio~historic context
in which 81l rationality is thrown to the winds and state powers

indulge in frenzied callousness.

Many studies have found a strong link between the rise of
the Sinhalese chauvinist ideology in nstional politics and Sri
Lanka's weak, dependent economy imposing constraints on a ruling
cless limited in its outlook. The growth of Tamil narrow nationa~-
lism in the North and the rise of the JVP in the South, both of
which became interlocked with the. state in a spirel of terror
and counter-terror, are instances of the growing authoritarianism
of the system forcing everyone with a grievance into desperate
actions. It is important to understand the weakness end in-

security of the ruling class which found in populist chauvinism
against minorities, a refuge from its incapacity to meet the

aspiretions of the macses who were now better educated. W¥hen

the limits were reached in attempts to satisfy the majority,
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the next step was naked repression. In contrast, the stronger
economics of ‘the West with an unfalr access to resources from

the third world, have the ability to pay thelr way through
discontent at home by adopting welfare measures. In consequence
their domestic threshold of intolerance is much higher, and the
rulers though: uncomfortable, have learnt to live with a fairly
open discussion of issues relying lsrgely on consent and not
coercion slone. But the insecurity, intolerance and even .
chauvinism of their political culture shows through particulsrly

ip the arena of internationsl relations - such as ln the deplorable
support for repression in Latin America and the doubdle standards
evident in the dangerous mishandling of the Gulf crisis. It is

in no way evident that all the rulers of the so called developed
countries are in general morally superior to the rulers of Sri

Lanka as is often maintained,

It is thus fair to say from exyerience. thet in hendliné
ethnic conflicts and issues of peace, one should not expect too
much from other governments. The thrust should rather be in
RP AR Zé‘t?éu BB S O e b e S A SO
aspect of it is to remove fear and paranocia from forces which
by their own choice and inadequacies heve become imprisoned in
the game of might is right - the rule governing relstions in an
unjust world order. In such an order, these week forces constantly
find themselves outmancevred and humiliated. The removal of
feur and parenoia is important to persuasde these forces that
thiere is room for bold new initiatives distinct from repression

and murder,

Take for instance 'Perestroika' that brought about a
reamurkeble thaw in the climute of Europe overnight, Such ideas
could not have become practical propositions if the leaders
uf Euétern Europe, presiding(fxer weak economies and repressive
regimes, had been overvhelmed:l%y fears of Western conquest
or dominance. There were legitimate grounds for such fears.

Apurt from historical fears, there was the hard fact that the
economicully powerful natlons of the West were involved in a
‘morul' crusade against communist nations of the East, accompanied
by un arms race where the expenses and stakes were being pushed

Wy, perhaps in a genuine belief that the Soviet Union threatened
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their security. Scen from the East, thin,s would have looked
very different. Apeart from leaders, even many ordinary pecople
living in the East's traditionally weak economies would have
been frightened by the actions and rhetoric of Western leaders.
In their bid to keep abrest in the arms race, the leaders of
Lastern Europe could only find the resources by risking
discontent and hence finding a need to keep alive the apparatus
of repression, which was itself creating its own problems. If
the éovernments of the East and West were the only actors on
the scene, the situation would have indeed been without hope,
eventually leading to tragedy.

It is here that issue based popular movements like the
Coun®1l for Nuclear Disarmament (CND), Green Peace together with
Environmentalist, Women's and Church groups played their historic
role that is insufficiently recognised, These movements found
their echoes in Eastern Europe, forcing governments across
ideological divisions to talk about issues in a civilized manner.
Europe's elder statesmen such as Willy Brandt and Olef Palme
lent their support to these movements and even raised issues
such as the disastrous consequences that would flow from economic
injustice towards the developing (third world) nations. Through
personal contact they also humanised relations with the East,
thus greatly diminishing fear and paranoia.

We feel that internationally based NGO's and human rights
organisations could play a similar role in the crisis facing Sri

Lanka.

1,2 Human Rights Organisations and Bri Lankas

Ip a crisis such as ours, the state should be held
g;}q&ifally responsible for the state of afféirs and its actions,
Lpusillanimity and moral failings of the leasders must be exposed
and questioned. In the case of so called liberation movements
like the JVP, the LTTE and others which have shown very clear
signs of degeneration, do we need to wait for them to become

state powers themselves before we criticise their atrocious

conduct? We know from experience that not to do so is disastrous,

Again these institutions should be sensitive to the fact that they
are also relying on other nations whose governments and agencies
have used them to the detriment of the people here,

In the context of the current war, whut we ideally need
for peace is a popular movement among the Sinhalese that will
assume responsibility for the legacy of racial violence against
Temils and re-examine the whole question afresh., This is agein
virtually inseperable from the growth of a movement among Tamils
that vould repudiate the legacy of terror and allow the S8inhalese
to feel that they have nothing to fear, such as the division of
this country, from a just treatment of Tamils. But we know from
the current drift of things that this cannot happen. It is here
that international organisatioans can play a useful snd necesgsary

role.

Currently, the situation is largely governed by subjective
impressions and feelings. Although the Sri Lankan state seems
very powerful in the local context, in the international arena
its weakness, dependence and powerlessness are dr;ven~home again
and again, causing insecurity and fear within its ruling class,
Let us try to understand how this class and perhaps many

Sinhalese would see their position.

They fail to see that their weeaknesa and humiliation in the
ipternational arena is largely of their own making. In the course
of events which led to the shaping of Human Rights consciousness,
world opinion was very sensitive to the abuse of minorities. The
durk events of July 1983, captured in film, left a deep impression
on international coﬁsciousness. It is hard to find another
occasion where the leaders of a state so openly.and unashamedly
threatened a minority. Against this impression, the abuses and
degeneration of the Tanil militancy made little impact. These
are frequently seen as the response of a victim. Rather than
soeing its way towards restoring Temil confidence, the state has
boen spurred into more erratic actions that have further eroded

its credibility and increased its feeling of isolation.

Moreover, their powerlessness in the international arena
tends to make them angry and irrationel. India was traiping Sri
l.ankan army officers end Indian firms were tendering to supply
nquipment for the Sri Lankan army for some time after it started
training Tauil mzlitant groups. After President Reagan's envoy

Varuon Walters had arranged Isrseli military help for the Sri
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Lankan forces, the same Israeli Mossad had also treined the

LTTE according to recent revelations, Were Western governments
entirely ignorant about this? For powerful governments, having
their agents play double games with small third world states that
have seriously mismanaged their own affairs, is all in a day's
work., On top of thie feeling of helplessness come the churches
and human rights organisations. For angry Defence Ministers

who cannot hit back at Reagan, Thatcher and Gandhi, the Amnesty
International and Church organisations become natural targets
besides their own civilians,

ﬁany international human rights organisations have decadol
of experience in dealing intimately with liberation struggles,
By now they must have the capacity to pick out those tendencies
in rebel groups which lead to rottenness and degeneration, If
one examines the dissident phenomenorn and the ressons for it,
the signs of degeneration were evident in the JVP as early as
1971 and in the Tamil militancy by the early 80's, While
exposing state powers for their abuses, it is also important that
human rights organisations come out openly with what they see as
signe of degeneracy in rebel groups. This will help to place
some constraints on the latter while removing some of the
paranoia from weak state poweras, In turn, it will help the
process of encouraging the state towards trying new and humane
initiatives, and more importantly allow some hope for new peoples'

movements and alternative fdeas to come out,

This role cean only be played by organisations having people
and their well-being as the centre of their concern, and which
by their international standing heve the capacity for objectivity,
Politics whether from the oppressive state, other national states
influencing events here, or the oppressed themselves has been
governed by subjectivity, with little concern for long term conse-
quences, What we have had in this country is anti, and not pro-
people's politics, We have not had a politios that is pro-people,
but the opposite of it. Tamil politics which began as anti-state
quickly degenerated towards enti-people. No other struggle
produced so many traitors - that is traitors by definition,

In today's world international opinion does matter. We wish
it had been more critical of what the Tamils were doing to them-

13

selves. We have been ruined by an excessive indulgence in
self pity to the exclusion of responsibility. We need to

ask, what in the neme of liberation have we been fighting for?
Why did we acquiesce in sending the flower of our innocent
youth on the path of suicide? We have not been fighting for
the right to live in dignity, to develop ourselves as a free,
humane soclety and to contribute our creative potential for
the betterment of the community and the world at lerge. But
rather, at crucial junctures of our history, we appeared to be
asking the world's indulgence for a right to lie, to wallow in
a £ilthy fanatical chauviniem, and a right to kill and maim
our opponents at will, This appears to have been the case
when over 70 dissidents and 200 Sinhalese civilians were killed
during the weeks leading to the war of 10th October 1987, and
in the events leading to the current war, It .is time for
organisations concerned with human rights to redefine their
role in a broader context that will account for the total

reality.

Apart from defensive considerations, there are also aresas
in which international organisations can go on the offensive,
aiding those tendencles and movements that work creatively to
build something on the ground to defend the interests of the
people. Organisations which have the good of the people as
their central concern should be able to identify and evaluate

such activity,
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1.3 An Appeal to the Expatriates:

In the midst of war and tragedy, when people sre over=
whelmed by hopelessness and feel powverless to do anything for
themselves, our reports are causing uneesiness smongst many
quarters abroad. We addrees this section mainly to the
expatriate community with a view to raising some important
questions concerning our survival and our future, Whether
they like it or not, their wishes, peroeption snd activities

very much influence the fate of the people at home. Morseover

in the meantime, large numbers of boys and girls are voluntaerily

snd involuntarily giving their lives, and people with no avenues

to leave are bearing the brunt of the were Thus, those vho make

Judgements and influence the course of events have a grave duty
to seek out facts, think seriously and understsnd what it meana
to the community and where we are heading., There are many who
supported the cause, directly or indireotly helped to destroy
lives, then came out of it saying they made a mimstake, and
devote themselvea to pursuing lives and careers in the VWest,

To them the whole experience wae as water off a duck's back.
Many mors are likely to follow this irresponsible course, But
to the community at home, the damage done is irreversible,

On the other hand if they take responsibility for what
has happened, dissociate themselves from present trends,
enlighten others and move towards creating a new history,
they can make a positive contribution, This would also create
space for healthier developments at home and influence benignly
the culture of the world as a whole,

We need to first look at the struggle in the context of
8ri Lanka's history and explode some mythm that are prevalent
in the Tamil middle class - particularly sbroad. We nesd to
see the historical connections and pose the question whether
we ever had a liberating politics,

We will not go into:mattorl that have been written about
at length elsewhere, But we merely highlight some developments
and pose some questions. When the majority S8inhalese community
succumbed to the politics of nurrow nationalism, the process
of nation building waes destroyed from within, Politiclans
from the minorities too responded with variations of the same
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ideology. They became prisoners of it for their political
survival, There were small groups of Tamils trying to promote
alternative, creative responses to Sinhalese chauvinism. They
failed, partly on account of their own limitations, and largely
because of the potency of narrow nationalism, When questions
were raised about the honesty of politiclans, their hypocrisy
and the world of a difference betw:uen rhetoric and reality,
there were the usual cliches concerning motherlend, purity and
traitor. At best people were told to ignore appearances and
not to emdbarrass the politicians who were trying to achieve
something. The militant struggle was super-imposed on this’
politios without exposing the totalitarian and futile npature
of narrov nationalism. Some of the militents who tried, came
up against the same kind of rhetoric and often had a fate more
traglc than that of their non-militant predecessors.

In the actions and rhetoric of the dominant~politics.ot
today, we see the clear stamp of the narrow nationslist legacy
of the TULF, although the difference between rhetoric and
reality is far more glaring. How successfully has this
politics strengthened community feeling among the Tamil speske-
ing peoples? Instead of seeking to unite Tamils and Muslims
in the East, why did this politics also have to create division
and bitterness in the North where no such existed? Can a
liberating politics rely on fomenting hatred and appealing to
sectional interests for mobilisation? Today we are witnessing

the horror of the logical progress of our narrow nationalism.

It i8 not our task here to discuss issues of violence and
non-violence, but it suffices to point out that the history
of liberation struggles with a military component, have produced

great men of thought and action such as Meo Tse Tung and Hamilcar

Cabraal, to name a few, who have written extersively on the subject

Our leaders too payed lip service to them. There are two things
about which they are clear. The struggle must be about defending
the people, on whom it is centred, and a liberation fighter is

one whose presence insplres confidence and makes the people feel

their human potential, To tzke the second, ia our struggle-people

have only been made to feel degraded and worthless, In many

situations here, the presence of a fighter actually inspires fear
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and anxiety. The question too often asked is what trick will

he play to get the other side kill us? In place of assurance

we too often find women and children fleeing and screaming
without any guidance, or people cowering in silent fear afreid

to complain, awaiting the grim fate of the inevitable. What

wo hsve Been is the erosion of any sense of cohesiveness in our
sooiety. And in consequence of identifying fighting with having
a gun and the ability to kill, what have we produsced? A 1libera-

tion army or a killer machine?

A large number of our expatriates would contend that they
went sbroad for the sake of their children. They must know what
it means for an eleven year old child to be sent about with a gun
without the parents having any influence in the matter. What then
of a struggle that mekes a virtue of this, knowing well that these
children are only machines with no understanding of what they
ars doing, merely satisfied that a good meal is on the way? The
elite are certainly privileged when it comes to their children.

Do these ohild recruits have the philosophical maturity to cope
with their short and brutish lives being enuffed out and in
particulsar their limbs blown up? Do people know the agony and
the cursings of the injured?

Further, how does the military strategy square with the concept
of liberating the people? Here again myths are built up based on
a few sensational attacks like in Kokkavil and Mankulem, which have
made headlines, Those in Jaffna and abroad can dwell on these to
their satisfaction with no sense of concern or sensitivity to the
plight of the people in the East who suffer the terror of the army
and the STF. What was the politics behind their suffering? It is
eany enough to take a foreign reporter to parts of the East or even
to & suburb of Batticualoa and pretend that it is a liberated area.
But what is the reality? Is there the will or the ability to
protect a single civilian home in the North or East? There seems
to be sn avareness of reality only when an army walks in to parts
of Jaffna with its attendant consequences as has happened twice
recently, which we easily forget., We &lso forget that there are
Tamils outside Jaffna, With this forgetfulness that accompeanies
idle triumphalism, how capable are we of seeing the overall plcture?

Are not the Tamils and the country losing inexorsbly all the time?

wWwhut are the factors thut lie behind this militaory strategy?

There is also something &ensationally unique about our
struggle. Almost every liberation struggle has been fought by
& pumber of groups. Very seldom has one group set ocut to ban
other grcups. Where this happened it wes elways after the
en=my'r capitulation. ¥= it s sign of exceeding etrength or of
the need to silence reason in order to defy reality? Is it not
a sign of fatal sickness, a part of the same militant psychology
that forces people in a besieged peninsula to put up festive
decorations in the sight of angry asir force pileta?’

Th: more we dig into recazlity, the erre indefeusible the
whole thing bscomes, When the Tamil clite are questicned by
foreigners, they would readily rum down the Sinhsless, talk about
the inescurity faced by Emstern Tamils becezuse of state violence
coupled wi'k colonisation, and cbout the exploitztion of hill-
country Tamils, throwing in slogans like 'Don't drink Ceylon
Tea - It is Tamil blood.' But how has the current politics
tried to addresa the very real problems of these people?

Duriang the 14 menths of the LTTE-Premadasa homeymoon, did
the LTTE put forward a cogent set of proposals to resolve the
constituticnal issue and the thorny land question which is a
matter of life and death for Eastern Tamils? There was one
hartal op the citizenship quecstion of a group of hill-country
Tamils shortly before the cuibreesk of war. This served to drive
home to the governmen!, the LTTE's capacity to aralyse the North-
East through its gun power. But then, was the issue of hill=
country Temils addressed with any cogency before or after the
hartal? Where were the rights of the people during the LTTE-
Premadasa talks? Were they not mostly about how many people
from wvhich party are to carry guns and where? Was not the
most disgraceful arresting and torturing of ordinary Tamils
against whom there was some suspicion of political links

one of the few issues on which working sgreement was reached?

Is it not time to face the truth that Eastern Tamils and
Hill country Tamils and sometimes the Muslims, are only being
used in a politics that springs from the Jaffna man's ego?
Bow else does one exylain the military strategy in the East?
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Why huve started the wer in the East where the Tamils were
mostly endangered? If there was aeriousnéss about the
Eastern Tamils' well being, why stir up the contradictions

b; killing hundreds of policemen taken prisoner, including
Muslims from that area? If & mistake had been made could not
the prisoners have been used to bargain for the safety of Tamil
civilians? Or if too late, admit that a mistske was made and
take disciplinary action against the offenders as part of the
ceasefire process? Then to tell a cringing people that this
was the final battle, incense a brutal army by desecrating
bodies of dead servicemen (Kalmunai), explode land mines when
troops were approaching civilian concentrations and run away,
leaving the civilians to fight the one sided final battlel

Is not this military strategy based on simply ueing the
anger and misery of Eastern civilians facing an undisciplined
army, just to get recruita? And where are these recruits being

" used? -~ mainly to fight in Jaffna and not to liberate their own
land; Our politics had become so degenerate that in many parts
of the East, it did not require sophistication on the part of
the government to set the Muslims on Tamils end then to step
in as protectors of both Muslims and Tamils at the same time.

1.4 Is Peace Possible?

Now that talk of ceasefire and negotiations is once more
in the air we need to go into the important causes of the
conflict. The LTTE had earlier talked to the government about
power for itself and not about the people. As both a bargaining
«hip and in preparation for other eventualities, it launched
a parallel military build up and recruited thousands of children
at a time when the larger expectations of ordinary pecple were
about permanent peace. To bresk through this mood and attract
recruits, the LTTE had to resort to the language of violence
sayinyg that the present arrangement was only a teaporary solution
and their goal was Tamil Belam, This created en internal
dynamic of its own necessitating war., On the other hand different

sentiments were bein, uttered in Coloumbo, in English.

Coupled to this, the major political parties of the South
have never shown tangible concern for the Tamils, and whenever

there was a crisis, they had quickly agreed upon a military
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solution. With the politiciuns abdicatin, responsibility,

the army was sent in without political juidance and without

a parallel political process to give the Tamils confidence.
With the army having done its stuff, it ended up demoralised
and looking weak. Even if talks get going now, it is being
too optimistic to expect from Southern politicisns the kind of
wisdom that will address the Tamil people and not just the

militant groups.

The LTTE now appears to be talking about Federalism and
the Cenadian constitution for international consumption. Its
weskness prompt it to look for some diplomatic gains to justify
having started the war. It will skirt the question of whether
it was worth all the lives lost and bringing the society to the
brink of collapse? Whether there was not a public mood in the
South that was willing to be generous, with the term Federslism
appearing in much high level discourse? Whether the asame thing
could not have been achieved by mobilising the people polifically?

Again to keep its politics going and to satisfy the expect-
ations it had fed, the LTTE will have to say that this newv solution
is temporary and that its goal is nothing short of Eelam. Although
S8inhalese fears in the past were largely imaginary, this time
there would be the real grticulated public fear that whatever
they give the LTTE, their next step would be Eelam, Thus will

both parties be cornered.

Of course the Tamils need a form of Federalism that would
guarantee their security and unfettered development. But as we
have shown, there is no solution unless the rresent mould of
Ouy politics is broken., We need a form of politics that will
genuinely respect the Sinhalese and Muslims and not seek to kill

and humiliate them. We need to be responsible by them.

Such a politics can emerge only by placing the people at
the centre and guaranteeing their democratic and human rights,
It is only then thsat the ordipary common sense of the people
would assert itself. There is much that can be done by Teamil

exputriates to create such a spuce.



o2, The Liberation FPhenomenon

2.1 Liberation or Deprsadation? - The Peoples' Experiences

Immediately prior to the June war, the Liberation Tigers
massgored hupndreds of surrendered Muslim end Sinhalese police-
men in the Eastern Province and called upon people to join hands
with them in the final battle. In Kalmunal on 11th June, they
killed 10 Sri Lankan soldiers who had come to buy provisions and
desecrated thelr bodies. Following this display of manly courage,
after about 4 days, the Tigers made a precipitate withdrawal.
Often, the Tigers in their motorised transport hooked it ahead
of frightened people they had pledged to protect, who had to follow
on foot,

Then came the "brave'" soldiers of Sri Lanka, sending
thousands of unarmed Tamils to an involuntary nirvana, display-
ing an astounding inventiveness when it came to inflicting pain,
The snger of the Muslime, following the murder of over a hundred
Muslim policemen from the East, was directed into the orgy of
barbarity., The Tigers in turn resorted to collective reprisals
against Muslims to shore up their credibility amongst “"Tamils",
which was now close to non-existent., It was collective reprisals
by the Sri Lankan state against Tamils in 1983, that had given
the Tamil militant struggle its initial legitimacy.

About 12th July, a convoy of Muslims travelling in vehicles
between Kalmunai and Kattankudy was stopped by the Tigers.
According to Muslim and Tamil sources, several of the Muslims
went on their knees and pleaded., Over a hundred were taken
prisoner and a few bodies were dumped at Kurukkalmadam - a
village reportedly not supportive of the Tigers. This was followed
by the massacres of Muslims at Kattankudy and Eravur on 3rd and

12th August respectively,

Beteven the government and the Tigers, the destructive anti-
people politics of the East was brought to new tragic heights.
The people, the Muslims and Tamils, had nothing to thank either
side for. Being burdened with so much sorrow and being un:cble to
plan for and contemplste those things that sre a source of ordinary
humen happiness, the people were now being driven to take vicarious
satisfaction in the infliction of pain on  brother and neighbour,
now artificially clessified as an enemy. Not having anything to

crusading against Muslims becume the mainstay of the Tigers.,

In early October, a leeding Tiger personality visited Vakarai

to sound out local feelings. Many took fright thinking that
there were going to be renewed attacks against Muslims in the
East - although the capecity of the Tigers in that area had been
weakened. What eventually did happen by the end of October was
the expropristion and expulsion of Muslims from the North.

While many Tamils were puzzled and often angry, the shame ful

act received a measure of approval in the East, Many were also
disturbed by parallels in Tamil history =~ such as the government
taking it out on Tamils in Colombo and elsehwere for the killing
of 13 soldiers in Jaffna. The treatment of Muslims in the

North was strangely reminiscent of the anti-Jewish pogroms

of Tears and other bankrupt European rulers down to Hitler,

On the morning of 16th June, Justice Minister A.C.S.Hameed
was flying into Jaffna, for what he yet faintly hoped would be
the plecing of the formal seal on a ceasefire agreed during
the previous day's talks. At 6.30 a.m. the Tigers.tor some
unspecified reason had fired at the Jaffna Fort. The Jaffna
hospital which had gone through several bad experiences because
of firing from the Fort since 1986 was left in a state of un-
certainty. On 19th June the Tigers removed all their cadre from
the hospitsl saying that another lot of injured was being brought
in. At 12.30 a.m. on the 20th, there was another round of firing
at the Fort, The patients and the hospital staff fled without
further prompting. Later in the morning the hospital authorities
decided to close the hospital. On the 21st, LTTE's propaganda
chivf Yogi, pulled up the puzzled doctors for closing the
hospital.

Then commenced the aerial bombing by the Sri Lankan forces,
much of which had no military purpose, Officially the bombing
was described as & precise operation directed at identified and
verified targets. A general described it as something undertaken
st great risk in populated areas. In practice any smsll arms fire
from below, any getlering of youth or movement of vehicles of the
tyye used by the LTTE, becume legitimate provocustions for bombing.
What wss near these targets, hospitals, dwellings of civilians,

o1 refugee csmps did not matter, Privately, several officials
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held thut as long es civilians harboured the LTTE, they ought

to take the punishment., The manner in which the game developed,
both sides wanted civilians killed. One because of callous
anger and the other found use for civilians mainly as propaganda

material in the form of corpses., (See our earlier reports),

As the liberators shifted camps by taking over civilian
houses, one area after the other became a target. They fired at
passing aircraft from the ground, from vehicles, from near refugee
cemps and once from the proximity of the ICRC building on Temple
Road, Jaffna.

With having to fight a Zar on the chesp with budgetary
restrictions, the precision achieved in certain kinds of bombing
was of the order of that obtaining with huge catapults throwing
molten metal onto the enemy, in use during the epic battle between
Dutugemunu and Elara of the 2nd century B.C. Indeed there was
much improvisation from the tactics of that period. Barrels of
human excreta were air-dropped on Jaffna, The required precision
was amply served by Chinese built Y12 transporters. The old
petrol filled barrel bombs with rubber casing were replaced by
pew varieties. When the wmilitary called for a ban on urea
based fertiliser being sent to the North-East alleging that
the LTTE was using it to manufacture explosives, there was an
element of set a thief to catch a thief, Some varieties of
barrel bomb dropped from Y12's were using urea and salt. Jaffna
farmers and housewives are now in search of unexploded barrel
bombs.

Civilians from smashed houses sometimes spoke admiringly
af Y12 bomber pilots. After a good deal of trial and error,
they even managed some bulls eyes. In conformity with IMF

restrictions more Y12's are reportedly in the pipeline.

Both sides hud long ceused to battle for the hearts and
minds of the people. It was rather over their lives. During the
battle for the isl-nds in late August, the government announced
(an aerially imposed) curfew, and helicopters hovered menacingly
to shoot ut anything thsat moveds On the same morning the LTTE
announced over the loudspesker at Muthiraisanthi that travel
posses would be issued on that day. Fasses to get away from the
two forces becume such a coveted possessions, that hundreds were
onnd to queue up, parting with two sovereigns and ignoring the

risks.
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Thore wus seldom any soriocusncas about defending the people,
The object seemed rather to endanger them., After the army had
Janded in Kayts, the LTTE eith-r depied thot the army had landed
or assured the people that the army would be resisted and be
prevented from moving in. Many who tried to get away to the
safety of the mainland were stopped fom going. Some of these
persons were later killed by the army. One of them was shot at
a church in front of his young child, The scenario was consistent
with what had happened in the East. The pass system together
with extortionate transport charges to leave Jaffna fitted into

the game pattern,

It was a strange sort of struggle in many ways. The
liberators started the war, but the onus for the welfare of the
people was being placed on the government, When the liberators
could not provide food, electricity and medicine, the governmend
was accused of depriving the people. People sought safety in
the enemy territory of Colombo,at least as much becsuse of
needless suffering imposed on them by the local regime as by
the aerial bombing. Having destroyed all independent organisations,
the LTTE showed few signs of teking responsibility for the welfare
of the people. Starving refugees were pouring into Jaffna.

Many of them readiiy parted with their remaining cupitel in the
form of jewellery, literally for a meal. A lady was offered a
pair of gold bangles for RE.150/ = She declined because she
thouyht it robbery to accept. Then cume the offer, "If the price
is high, take them for Rs.50/- 1" Some student leaders who
tried to work independently with the refugees left Jaffna iP
frustration and fear after being sternly told that they could
only work through big brother, Whet was being encouraged in

the name of liberation was individusl greed, selfishness, lying
and opportunism. The unwritten philosophy that had grown with
this politics was that maximum socisl frustration brought maximum
recruitment motivated by s suicidal will to destroy. A liberation
which gives meaning to their life in death only!

The army withdrew after briefly occupying Faranthan in July,
during which they had levelled the shops surrounding the market
square for their protection. Then the LITE came and destroyed
government buildings including the bank, new post office, MPCS
and the water tank, burning valuable files and documents belonging

to the people. The apparent excuse was that the army should not
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be left with buildings to occupy. Equipment at the Paranthan -
Chemical Corporation providing employment to large numbers was
also destroyed. In the meantime Jaffna papers reported that
nany houses in ville,es neighbouring Paranthan hud been looted
by the army. But acoording to local people, the army had
hardly been to those villages and that the looting had been
done by someone else while the people had been away during the
operation. In one villasge, Kumarpuram, all houses had been
broken into, except that of a leading LTTE supporter. The
villagers asked him, "It was the army who did it, didn't they?",
After the initial shock, the supporter asked threateningly,
"Are you serious or are you being sarcastic?',

Sometimes there appeared to be a messure of co-ordination.
In Manner during late October, the LTTE looted the Muslims and
expelled them, Immediately afterwards, the army moved in and
looted the Tamils., It was all done peecefully with no fighting.
So proverbial had become the army's reputation, that some LTTE
persons on gold collection campeigns hav; asked, "Why do you
want to keep your gold? If you don't give it to us, the Sri
Lankan soldiers will take it from you when they comel"

Looking at the whole struggle, one does not see any aim
or strategy except destruction, People in different localities
are handled tactically by appealing to dorment rivaelries and
animosities. Now in mid-November, the LTTE is moving in high
profile in Jaffna as though it is in full control, calling upon
people to Join in patriotic acts of flag flying and making
provocative preparations to celebrate National Heroes week at
the Jaffua Fort which was vacated by the army. This is being
done not in the wake of victory but when the enemy is literally
at the gates following a recent advance in Valikamam from the
base at Falaly. Many observers know thst for scme time defences
hed been prepared along the approaches to Thenmaratchi, in
prepsration for a withdrewal from Valikamam. People in
Thenmaratchi bove heard it from locel LTTE leaders that the

pveople of Juffnz are to be taught a deserved lesson.

If the government had mature statesmanship, its aim should
have been to clearly demonstrate to the Tamil people that it
cared for them, But it has instead competed with the LTTE to

demonstrate contempt and callousness. Food for starving civilians
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hus been withheld for similar reasons cuusing tremendous
suffering to the sick and those injured by the government's

bombs. The LTTE hes understandably not faced any deprivation,

It has only put the civilian population at the mercy of racketeers
and certainly more dependent elsewhere. The government did not
stop its haresssment here. When people sent food packages to
relatives in Jaffna through a church organisation, these were
subject to systematic pilfering, including the remo?al of anything
of speculative military value, such as cindles and matches. All
essential medicines caurried for the sick and the ailing were
robbed by troops at Vavuniya, Even bottles of Sanatogen were
robbed as if the government had intelligence of tottering

Tigers past their three score years and tem. By this policy the

government lost an important political battle,

Thus were both sides locked in a war against unarmed people,
uasing youn, men and women forced by one or more of fear,_hatred.
penury and hopelessness to become 'heroes'. It is evident
that hatred and contempt for the people was shared by both
sides. On the part of the Tamil militants, whose unspecified
cause is still being mssociated with liberation, how does one
explain these feelings of animosity towsrds their own flesh
and blood?

One aspect of the matter which was brought to the surface
during the LTTE-Fremadasa honeymoon still remaine vzlid. When
the leaders are pushed by considerations of survival, they
are quite cupzble of becoming natursl allies. It is yet
possible that both sides will come to a tactical agreement.

The leaders of the state will have panegyrics written to their
unequalled statesmanship. The Tigers will as before show

two faces. One in Colombo and another in Jaffna., One set of
interviews for the English press and one for the Tamil., Liberal
sentiments in tn_ lish and threats against traitors in Tawmil.
Having called upon hundreds of young men to commit suicide for
felum, they moy once more argue that & trinsitional tactiexl
unde.standing is necessary. All this is again possible gliven
the nuture of the forces and their intrinsic weakness, It will

once more be argued that the Tamils got something because the

Tigers fou hte
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There is surely one thin, that both sides would wunt to
forget and even suppress - the sacred memory of the dead, Both
would want to avoid accountability on this matter. This would
be a matter of common concern pushing them to embrace each other,
Both sides have behaved as though individual lives can be
snuffed out at any gunman's whim. The causes and callousness
are too ugly to be disinterred. Until we are accountable to
the dead any attempt at peace will be tenuocus,

2.2 HReading the lust:

"Phut which hath been i mow; snd that which is to be

hath already been". - Keclesiusles,

The Leader gave a series of press interviews about the
beginning of the second quarter of this year, largely, though
not completely, putting an end to speculation about his continued
existence. Answering a question on how the consequences weighed
in his declaration of war sgainst India in October 1987, he
replied that he was not thinking about the consequences. But,
he said, he was thinking about whether to fight a wer against
India or not. This reply was applauded by many members of the
Jaffna intelligentsia as one that was both clever and fitting.
One detractor observed: "You go to the Jaffns bazaar on any day,
and you will see riff raff elements transporting heavy sacks on
their backs betwcen lorries and shops. At the close of the day,
they go with their earnings to a tavern, get drunk and often
get into violent quarrels. Before .a fight, they do not think of
the consequences, how it will affect their families, whether
they will starve or whether they will be thrown on the streets.
No, they only ask whether to fight or not to fight. In a healthy
society, we will c¢all suchlum pen conduct irresponsible and will
look for means of providing these persons with a more edifying
vision about their life. ¥hen we have a leader who acts and
telks in this vein, and is applauded by those who ought to know
better, we are left with something frightening that is within us".

How did an "educated" society come to acquiesce in a leader-
ship that left the people so degraded before the eyes of the
world? A part of the answer lies in the acceptance by & large
section of the middle class of the utopian ideals of Tamil
chauvinism that over-rode basic human considerations. Any
objective evaluation of what the LTTE had been doing over the
past decude and more, should have left no illusion about what
to expect. This is particularly evident in the field of
individual killings. These went on despite the fact that there
was no organised opposition to the LTTE after 1387. The fact
that the LTTE could find no other ways to deal with dissent,

symbolises its intrinsic weakness snd paranoia.

The manner in which targets were chosen is significent.

Sunderam (killed 1982) and Hano Master (killed 1984) were persons
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who had matured through the militant struggle, and had they lived
there would have been a qualitatively different kind of leadership,
less authoritarian and more accountable to the people, Sunderam
was & member of the PLOTE., Mano Master at the time of his murder
had returned to his native place of Pt., Pedro after differences
with the leadership of the TELO, to which he had belonged. Though
the other groups were strong then, the LTTE timed its killing

when an opportunity presented itaelf'where Mano Master was a lone
individual without institutional backing., The LTTE systematically,
with patience, looked for opportunities and killed persons who

were strong and able enough to give the Temil struggle & new and
healthy direoction.

Its fear of ideas combined with individual ability remained
strong even after it brutally asserted itself as the leading
group im 1986, It killed members of the old Left such as
Vijayanathan and Annamélai. It waited two years to kill the
student leader Vimaleswaran after terror had largely reduced
the students to apathy. Former dissidents and ex-militants were
hounded out, detained and tortured, when all they wanted was to be
left alone to live quiet lives. Hundreds of those taken in are
not accounted for. What the LTTE actually achieved was to kill

couragé, character, ideas and originaslity among Tamils. The

community was forced into a milieu bereft of any fresh air and

cut off frow any invigorating contact with the outside world.

This is reflected in the drastic change that has t#ken place
in the world of art and literature. 1985, though a period of
anerchy in comparison with the past, was a time of intense
intellectual activity. Many militant groups were around and
many issues were being raised and discussed by young people., There
was a variety of literary output. Translations of articles in
English were cyclostyled and sold for small sums of money. Leaflets
and booklets of poems were in abundance.
groups providing a variety. All this ceased following the LTTE's
decimation of the TELO in mid-1986,

There were also drema

By contrast, in present day Jaffna there is nothing, Whether
intellectuals, dramatists or religious dignitaries, the only
ones allowed to operate are those who will deliver to order. At
all levels of civil life, the soul is fled, The final assault on

the university 1s described in a separate chapter, If one comperes
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the situation in the South, where things are as it is pretty

a il

bad, the seriousness of the self inflicted blow that the Tamils
t

i1l e
have received becomes evident. In the South there is st

varieiy in journals and of literary output. There are a number

of political groups taking & oritical line against Sinhalese
chauviniem end are raising human rights issues in the North es
well as the South, Plays are being produced, occasionally banned,
snd then to reappear. There are drama groups from rural areas
producing anti-war dramas, questioning the class based exploitatioy
inherent in eending young men into the battle field. Educetion

in the South is in a far better state than that in the North-East,
Much of the dieadvantages resulting to the Tamils in education

are self-inflicted, Our management of this resource has pot been
of a quality such as to clearly expose how it has suffered from

discriminatory and military actions of the govermment,

while there was and always is discrimination, the curtailment
and destruction in recent times of the existing infrastructure
that makes for civilised life - such as in education, transport,
heslth and communications - has a good measure of what was part
of the politics. Again the politics of the LTTE, whenever there
vas the prospect of something that would challenge its aolitary
olaim for power, irrespective of the promise it held out for the
Tanils as a whole, was to precipitate a erisis. This happened
during the killings of dissidents end Sinhalese oivilians in
leptember/October 1987 end ia the killings that led to the curreng
war, It then relied on terror against Tamils and the oppressive-
neas of the enemy to offer itself as the only medicine. The
direction has been to frustrate ordinary human aspirations of the
Tamils, deprive them of any alternative, pushing many to opt
for the destructive, Sinhaleso culture, which many Tamils ferventl,
believed to be a barbaric one is today in s much more promising
yosition than Tamil culture. An Ipdian journalist G.Remesh
(l.anku Guardien 15th November) has pointed out that Tamils 1&3“8uage
wenersl have not posed the shocking question - whether the Tamily
will be alive in 100 years time! That would be an ironicsal

yostecript in view of the original aims of the struggle.

‘It im ageinst this backdrop that the LTTE leadership fears
$ndividunls reising quesiiona and has an abnormal fear of those

who have belonged to political groups. In this whole context many
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dicsenters have claimed that the LTTE has right along paid
far grester attention and has shown a qualitatively superior
ability in stamping out Tamil dissent than in ‘Combatting
the enemy against which they are claiming to fight. Whether

liberation can come as a byproduct is not a subtle Question,

3l

2.3 1n Defence of whatv

The LTTE was an organisution which, particularly in the
early 80's, had recruited many persons of ability, humanity and
intelligence, like the other groups. Such persons started having
doubts, particularly after the crackdown on the TELO, and quietly
started leaving the organisation. This phenomenon resched crisis
proportions particulurly in the months following the IPKF offensive.
So desperate had become the situation that according to dissident
sources, an order went out to area leaders to shoot civilians.
arguing against or resisting the laying of landmines in their
peighbourhoods. It is said that only two leaders, Lollo and
Mathi, both now dead, could command the callousness to carry it out,

At this point, a conscious decision was tuken to expedite
and encourage the mass recruitment of the very young, down to
about the age of ten. Instead of exposing this tragic bank?uptcy
with greater statesmanship and concern, the IPKF actually legitimised
and encouraged this process by sponsoring its own conscript army -
the TNA. The misbehaviour of other groups also played into the
hands of the LTTE. The LTTE had discovered in children its ideal
recruits - very brainwashable, totally irresponsible where the
public is concerned, and given the lack of an alternative onc;
inside, very loyal if their creature comforts are catered for,
This shift was reflected in propaganda against education by
LTTE spokesmen. Changes in the pattern of warfare have also
paralleled this history. During the IPKF presence following the
October 1987 offensive, the main thrust of the LTTE was to
frustrate the IFKF as well as to frustrate the emergence of any
civilian effort independent of tie LTTE., Except in Mannar,
there was hardly a successful LTTE attack even against an IFKF
sentry point. The success in Mannar was achieved by actusally
firinyg at sleepin; soldiers from inside the hospital building,
calculatedly putting the lives of 89 patients at risk. The
LTTH proved that the ensiest way to fight an ermy vhich'vae
callous about civiliun lives, and itself look powerful in the
process, was to fight them with total disregard for the civilians,
The massacre by the LiKF of %3 civilisns in Velvettithurai on
2nd August 1989, which cost the IPKF dearly in political terms,
followed the LTTS breaking a truce and killing about six soldiers

on patrol. During this period, the number of Indian soldiers
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killed by the LTTE is comparable with the number of unarmed

civilians it assassinated, The latter were often done by

young boys wielding pistols.

But the myth concerning the sBuperior fighting qualities
of the LTTE was decisively broken. With the help of the Sri
Lankan army, the LTTE's first at‘empt to dislodge the PLOTE

from the Wanni during mid-1989 was a costly feilure, The second

attempt in January 1990, as costly as it was, succeeded only
because the LTTE was able to launch repeated attacks with fresh
8supplies of manpower flown in by the Sri Lankan Air Force.

The developing trend became clear with the outbreak of the

June war with the Sri Lankan forces. The experienced hard-core who

were in short supply would be used meinly to defend pluces of
high military or prestige value. The rest, including children,

would be used mainly to harass, frustrate and to go to the front-

line. Civilians were to be endangered for propaganda value rather

than protected. This is clear from the sketch in 2.1. The young

and inexperienced were also frequently used as expendable military

material., The copious use of suicide 8quads, being so unique in

the modern world, was often publicised as @ mtrk of high dedication
and coursge rather thap as a tragic misuse of the brainwashed young,
There was also a general poverty of military imaginstion in terms

of defining objectives and using manpower and lives effectively,
Lives were often expended in purely romantic ventures which were

then given a religious significance.

buring the first attack on the Fort in June, youn, boys
who were sent to scale the walls of the Fort died attemp

ridiculous.

ting the
During the second attempt in August, the schenme

of action where & crane was to 1lift the attackers into the Fort

was 80 clumsy, that the crane tilted on uneven ground and 40 of
the attackers were mown down in the opens During the army action
in Kayts and Mandaitivu in Rugust, the army was hurdly resisted
though the people were prevented from fleein,; to the muinland for
sufety., Left in total confusion, over 100 civilisnn were killed
by the army which suffered no locs. 49 Wastern province LTTH
cidre seut there with no knowledze of the terrain,

suicide without seeing action.

committed
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Wwhile the Tigers were trying to explain away these drawbacks
which had become psrt of a pattern, a parsllel drama was being
enacted with unerring efficlency by the special surveillance
unit of the Tigers, answersble directly to the leader. Mails
were tapped, people and their contacts were watched, Ex members
of & defunct militant group in Karaveddy, who had even contem-
plated working with the Tigers after the Indian offensive, were
picked up in early September and were tortured, Imagined signs
of dissident activity, even Bible studies, were looked into.
Considerable talent and resources in the form of mature cadre
vere channelled into this activity - 8o much so that persons who
had narrow escapes discovered that they had been trailed by
parallel units which failed to exchange information. Eve? when
the enemy was at the gates, they were taking no chances with
their own people. It is clear that defending the people was not
among the priorities of the groups. Nor was fighting the enemy
among them. They knew they could get power by frustrating ény

thing by anyone elses

In eliminating other movements, the Tigers also did away
with the obligation to defend civilianes. Every forum in which
civilian concerns could be raised was also suppressed. When
several groups operated before mid-1986, competition between
them ensured that all tried to show a concern for civilians,.
The concept of bunkers and air-raid shelters was introduced an?
popularised by the PLOTE, It built one in front of Jaffna hospital
with an alarm system to warn civilians to take cover when the
Sri Lankan army started shelling from the Fort. This was widely

admired.

Apart from other regular instances of deliberately endanger-

ing civilians we take current patterns of deliberate institutionalised

harassment of civilians, Following the July 1983 violence, many
people flocked to Jaffua determined to make it a permanent home,
But today people went to flee Jaffna on an unprecedented scalg,

signifying the alienation they feel towards the struggle,

- The LTTE has responded by instituting & pass system with
draconian conditions. In 1985 people gave gold voluntarily
towards the militant cause. Why does gold have to be forced out
of people through terror now? A family wanting to go to Colombo
has to hend in the house keys, A femily leaving for India has to
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hand over the title deeds as well as belonginge such as bicyeles,
kxtortionate transport charges were levied sand sufety and comfort
in travel were deliberately jeopurdised.s The army was prepared
to allow the use of the main road between Vavuniya and Elephent
Pass, This was stopped by firing at the first few lorries

to take the main road.

There was a massive exodus from Jaffna when the pass system
was lifted for two days on 6th and 7th October. Those fleeing
were abused through a loudspesker at Mirusuvil, as cowards and
traitors. It is ironical that those going from Jaffna to
Colombo are called traitors, while the lucky ones able to make
it from Colombo to Geneva, London or Toronto became patriots.
They are actively cinvassed to make life miserable for their
fellows at home., If the same logic applied to those leaving
Jaffna is strictly applied to the expatriates supporting the
LTTE, the results would be far from flattering. In so many ways
enormous pressure is being applied on people not to leave Jaffna
- to what purpose? The whole concept of Nutionsl Heroes week A
observed from 21st - 28th November is an instance of the
indignity with which those in Jaffna are rewarded. The whole

notion was ironical,

In the middle of a war of liberation, it is natural for
liberation fighters to &appeal to the peple not to forget the
eacrifice of the dead through leaflets and such like. Any
elaborate commemoration is put off until victory. But here
enormous resources huve been spent at a time of hardship, and
people have been forced to decorate and put up shrines while
in a state of vulnerability and the enemy virtually at the gates.
As predicted, the government which had lesrnt nothing over the
years, fired from the air wherever signs of enforced festivity

were visible,

On the final duy, the LTTE ordered that all teachers and
setudents, with women in red and yellow and mén in white, should
present themsclves at school at mid--day, Students were asked
to monitor the teuchers presence during the Hero's Week of
celebration. This picce of hurassment had no vzlue whatsoever,
not even in terms of publicity. It was meant simply to give the
poyulationlthe mesgage, '"Ve order as we please, and you obey."

A similar event took place during the first quarter of 1990,
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Yeople were forced to de;orate and observe for a month, the

second death anniversary of Annai Foopathy of the Batticaloa
mothers' front, who fasted to death., The order went out that
coconut shoots in the pandals should be replaced with fresh ones
every 3 days, At Tharmapuram, near Kilinochchi, the people failed
to do this when their coconut trees failed to yield fresh shoots.

A punishment was enforced in the form of a hartal.

Such deliberate callousness is motivated by the aim of
rendering the people docile, by removing eny sense of self respect

and frustrating every normal human longing. By thus debasing

humanity, a small community can pack enormous destructive energy

that can frustrate powerful armies. But this society cannot

do anything edifying for its own self. In the process of multi-

plying misery for itself as well as for others, it will commit

puicide. It is like nuclear fission. In the process of releasing

enormous destructive energy, the mass - the people - is destroyed!




2.4 The Fate of Truth in an Orwellian Yorld: One redeeming

feature of the Sinhalese South is th:t despite the barbarity of
burning bodies, the truth is hurd to suppress., Still there is

a variety of reading matter in circulation, Some diversity of
opinion reaches the printed word. Questions are being raised
and there is a healthy skepticism about the political leadership.

Attempts to strengthen state patronage over religion and use it to

closk infumy can still elicit sharp rejoinders (Sunday Island, September

Pluralism still shows a capacity survive, although authoriterianism
and terror bring sbout from the people the responses of cynicism

and indifference, weakening the society and state as a whole.

Between the North and the South truth becomes a casualty in
two different ways. In the South the credibility of the state
is s0o low that people have a tendency to disbelieve what the
government says. Among ordinary people in the South, there is
8till confusion about who massacred the Muslims in the East and
who drove the Muslima out of Mannar. In this situation the plight
of civiliens in Jaffna is not difficult to imagine., On the one
hand there are the broadcaests by the state which simply turn
them off. There is no printed material coming from outside and
no foreign news. There are only three Tamil newspapers printed
locally, all directly or indirectly controlled by the Tigers.,
One of them, the Eelanatham, is the Tigers' official journal,

Such is the high point of the struggle for freedom,

Yet a discerning reader could learn the truth from these more
eloguently from these than from anywhere else. The mzssacre of
Muslims by the Tigers was beiny.denied angrily and strenuously by
Tamil organisztions abroad. Accérding to Tamil ideology the
Muslims were part of the Tamil natiqn and hence any killing of
Muslims must be a serious affair, The killing of Tamil civilians
Sy serizl bombinyg in Jaffna and the msssacres of Tamils in the
Last were events that were regulzrly receiving front hesadline
coverage. 1t was only natural thet *Uthayan' should heve given
the massacre of over 100 Muslims in the East on 3rd August, front
hezdline coverage. The other two journals which are closer to
the Tijers presented this incident as a small item. It was luter
learat thit the Uthayan was pulled ujy for his concorm for the Tuzil
nation. '

While the mussacre of Muslims by the Tigers wes being denied,
the Eelanatnen was publishing asrticles of such kind as would incite

a reuder to feel that physical hirm done to Mu:lims could nnt be
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vory wrong. In a cloeged intellectual world where people were
foiced to breathe the same poison they excreted, there wus for
the first time growing, talk thet the Muslims were sepsrate from
the Tamils - something that Muslims hed beiny saying all this
time and people would not listen to. The path was being paved

for the draconian expulesion of Muslims.

During the battle when Sri Lankan troops crossed from
Mandaitivu (Leyden 1sland) and entered Jaffna Fort, a fighter
plane flew seawards over the Fort and disappeared from sight.
fhe Tigers did not know that it had plunged into the lsagoon.
fhe news was first given out over the Sri Lanken redio. The
Jocal Tiger news bulletins promptly claimed thet they had shot
jown a fighter, The Tiger office in London then made a claim that
they had shot down a fighter with a SAM 7 missile. The‘officim}

version in Jaffna was changed accordinglye

The 'Eelanatham' gave Jaffna readers translations of exerpts
from Ostrovsky's book on the Mossad, '*By way of Deception', It
gave the portion - where a Mossad.agent spenaking in f{ont
of Sri Lankan military officials in Hebrew referred to then a8
monkeys hardly off the trees who needed to be given a bannana
and sent off. He had then shown them slides of the inside of a
vacuum cleaner, saying that it represented an up to date radar
system. The paper failed to mention references to Mossad train-
ing given to the Tigers, and that as far as the Mossad was
concerned, Tamils too were included in the monkeys just off the

trees, all deserving of as much attention as their money warranted.

This silence is also revealing. For many years the Tipers
have tried to present themselves as & liberstion movement seeking
contacts with such, the world over., Their propaganda has been
laced with references to the Sandanistas, the Palestinian struggle,
the ANC and so on. Moreover, their enemies and victims hasve been
nceused of being agenta of the CIA and the Mossad, This is the

level at which the public is being informed,

Thus Temile are forced to live in an atmosphere where there

is no vuriety of opinion, No self examination. And crucial

questions about their future are not raised. The atmosphere is

demeaning of humanity and destructive of intelligence. Instead,

people live on goseip and pointless speculation thst substitute
for factusl reporting. Lewyers' courtroom tricks are used to

disown Tamil resjonsibility by leading persons. Ingenious



rationalisationus are found for incidents such as the Kattankudy
massacre - "Those who went to the Mosque as late as 8,30 Jrem.
could not hsve gonc there to Pray. They must huve been rlotting
something", Or that "Muslims are leaving Jaffna because the
government is paying them to do so". These are elements of a
Tamil disease that has reached new proportions. This is the
kind of atmosphere in which the Tigers® politics of collective

suicide can thrive.

2.5 kole of the Tamil Intelligentsia: During the abértive
peace earlier this year, many members of the Tamil intelligentsia
living in the Yest and in Colombo flocked to conferences organised
by the ROOTE (Research Organisation of Tamil Eelam) in London and
Jaffna, RCOTZ is an LTTE organisation which sought to co-opt
this intelligentsia in its attempts at development, The meeting
in London was opened by Kittu lighting the traditional lamp - a
man who claimed to have killed dozens of civilians during his
stint as Jaffna leader, and whose gruesome massacre of TELO members
remains a public scundal. These meetings c.me at & time of
euphoria when it appeared on the surface that the Tigers would
deliver the goods. Several of those attending these seminars
were leading authorities in their scientific fields. They were
also products of Jaffna's liberal Enzlish public school educational

system, which reached its peak of success in the 50's and 60's,

Those who commented on attending these said basically the
Bame thing in a self-righteous dismissive manner: ‘We are not
interested in politics. We only want to contribute our share
towards the development of our land,." Strictly speaking this
is not true. Quite often when military successes by the Tigers
or the killing of a large number of Sri Lankan soldiers or
Sinhalese appealsd to their chauvinistic vanity or played to their
hatreds, they readily applauded it, They had routinely meade

political judgements and had emotionally identified themselves.
with the Tigers.

But even through their hardened hearts they were dimly aware

thet thin_ s were not altogether right, They were uncomfortable

with the Ti_ers having killed several members of the educuted elite,
A lsrge number of able young men dedicated to Temil freedom had
met cruel fates at the hands of the Tigers, Over a thousand at

that time were languishing in the Tigers' draconian prison system.

S99

Phon there was the fate of v.ry youn, children of the lavgely
joorer classes being militarily motilieed - to which a blind
ryo was being turned. Wwhen membera of the intelli,entsia say
that they are not interested in puliticas and want to join the
feative ouphoria occasionally apread out by the Tigers, it only
means that they wish to indulge their vinity without taking
their share of responsibility for this immense injustice ?nd '
trugedy. The Tigers well understood this. Thus did the creant
of Tamil soclety become shameless camp follosers to a cause tha
one day, when senity is restored, Tamils will be manifestly

ashamed of,

This phenomenon also underlines the emptiness of = society

where the drive for education in the sense of social and material

success was B0 great that any perspective of the totality of life

was lost sight of. So much prestige was attached to routine
where the authors and their publications:

research into minutiae, ' :
will be forgotten in ¢0 years, that there was an arrogant disdain

of the common issues of ordinary life - like justice - that make
up politicse Opinions are routinely given with such pompous
arrogence on political issues &5 if social prestige was a

aubstitute for hard time consuming analytical thinking.

Once again the conduct of the intelligentsia in Jaffne was

characterised by cowardice and opportunism, safeguarding themselves

; t
while endangering others. Some of them would wo as voluntcers to

diy bunkers for the Tigers, an event to which much attention would
[4

Le drawn, They would then spend s short time in a safe place‘
und get back home. This would then serve as publicity to pull
in others to work in really dangerous places. The memb?r? of the
intelligentsia performing this service would receive privileges

- such ae immunity for their children from mil{tary tasks. Many
of them had escorted their sons to Colombo while defendi?g Fhe
uge by the Tigers of less privileged children. While admitting
thut use of children i8 wrong in principle, they would add, ’
"But this is the final battle.” While on the verge of completing
immig ration formalitice to tuke themselves and their children awgy
to Austrolia and “enede, they still continu. to feed others with

io8i cts
irresponsible lies about Muslims, diceidents and about the prospe

awaiting them.
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Members of the intelligentsio at home could adduce reasons
of survival, however selfish, to explain their behaviour. But for
8 sizeuble section of those abroad, it is a matter of fighting
from a distance & bizarre battle, according to the dictates of
their warped souls, They do not even went to know the conse~
quences of what they are advocuating. Wwhen it comes to home,
leading Tamil expatriates in Western capitals practice rules of
censorship which would have been an embarrassment even in Jaffna.
When it came to their acts, the militant groups generally
preferred silence to offending the intelligence of the local
man. Among the worst offenders are some of the expatriate
publications in English. They have obfuscated the stories behind
eeveral well known killinge about which no one would attempt to
fool the Jaffne man. They would have it thzt civilian refugees
fleeing to India upon the Tigers assuming control early in -
1940, were killed not by the Tigere or the Sri Lankan forces, but
that they were victims of factional fighting in the TNA. The
Muslims were not massacred by the Tigers but by peramilitary units
within the Sri Lankan forces. There is even an impressive net
work to co-ordinsate the spread of lies, An allegation against
the Tigers would bring the typical response, ""Tell us the source,
80 that we can deny it,* An editorial in the Tamil Times midly
suggesting that the June war was least wanted by the people and
wags imposed upon them, brought about an outraged response from

some leading expstriste quarters,

While the propag:nda machinery at home is manegsed unconvin-
cinzly, that abrosd hss several highly educusted and able persons
in it, who know how to succeed in the West and would Spare no
effort or expense to get their sons into the most prestigious
#“estern universities. But what do they do to the sons of the
soil at homg? Some of them have doubts, but they wunt the
recognition of being office bearers in the local Tamil Sangum,
So they allow themselves to be used by a minority of active
individusls. Some have changed political colours so many times
that they are just cynicual, A senior and articulste academic ’
in Notth Pmerics would moke inspiring s;occhics about the Tiers
being our legitimate representutives., He would then confide
privately that he spoke rubbish, A senior Tiger leader told a
privote audience that he knew that the expatristes were not

serious, but thszt they would use them for propeg:nda purposes,

4|

A study of the expatriste intelligentsia, how they ere manipulated
by a mixture of fear and appeals to personal vanity, their insen-
sitivity, would all reveal the workings of Jaffna society in the
extreme without the benign, mitigating cultural influences at

home, which still struggle to survive,

In contrast to the intelligentsia there are many Tamil
refugees in the West, socially insignificant as they are, who
have been through the struggle and make a genuine effort to under-
stand what is happening. Unlike English journels, there are a
pumber of Tamil Jjournals published by these groups which raise

questions and issues from the heart,

2.6 Dissent in Jaffna: The process of closing all formal fora for

alternative opinion is now virtuelly complete, and there are few
places where any intelligent discussion takes place. The lack of
any desire to think seriously abeut the future and demand that
there should be an alternative course to collective suicide, co-
incides with a very widespread practice by the litérate (meaning
a large section of Jaffna) to find alternatives to living in their
homeland. Wherever one comes across groups in conversation, there
is a dominant trend towards exchanging information on *travel!
agents, how to get visas, the point system for Australian emigration
and such like. Colombo is awash with Tamils going to travel agencies,
embassies and communication centres., Overseas telephone calls heve
become a way of life in sharp contrast to a decade ago. It is
between these preoccuputions that people make casual political
judgements. Though individuals still take considerszble risks to
dissent, most -observers are agreed that even in the jaws of ‘
disaster, there is little chance of any mass protest. The Tigers
too reco_nise thut while terror has its effect, the most potent
mechanism for dampeninyg dissent has been the ease with which the
Juffns man can o abroads A signific.nt number of the economic
institutions left among Tamils concern this activity, The politics
of the Tigers hss meshed with this trend. This is why a person
who .o26 to Colombo as a traitor becomes a patriot once abroad.
Maen ther swee &hollow interect in the well being of their people
and the habit of not analysing would well suit the neede of the
Tigera.

Under such conditions it is to be expected that much of the

dissent is bound to be privute, largely passive and confined to
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limited long term objectives. The bulk of these dissenters have
one thing in common. They are conscientious persons with enormous

coursge, with a strong commitment to the people and the land, We
take three broad categories.

One group consists of Hindus with a deep sense of their
cultural roots, with a grounding in the ethical teachings of
Indian sages, particularly Thiruvalluvar, and in the laws of
nature based on karma. They would have a commitment and a sense
of purpose in their work, but would not voice public dissent,
though their feelings about the politics of the Tigers could be
surprisingly strong and uncompromising. One example is a lady doing
@ very resronsible job, Her outlook was moulded partly by obser-
ving her nephew, disillusioned but trapped in the organisation, who
in his last days experienced the agonies of a wounded soul, She
vas once walking to work when she was told of the murder of a
prominent person. Upon inquiry she was told that the killers were
unknown, In keeping with the training of women of her generation
who would use Tamil to convey affection and intimacy, and English
to sound authoritative, she responded sharply: "whst do you mean
you don't know? IT IS THE TIGERS!® She said nothing more and
walked on looking grave. While responsibility for the killing
was being obfuscated in expatriate circles, there was no fooling
those with a strong instinctive feeling about Jaffna society,

They were convinced that the choice was between this politics and
the survival of the Tamil community,

Another in this category is a leading citizen faced with
considerable risk as well as responsibility through all the recent
military operations. He has stuck to his work in Jaffna with his
family, rejecting all temptations to emigration, His identificeation
with the people is s0 cleose that he would freely and patiently
attend to pcople who come to him for help at odd hours. For a
number of years he did not express his personal opinions, but
would answer questions about facts surrounding bhis experiences
with clinical precision. He confided recently: "I have no illusions
about whut the Sri Lonkan srmy would do if it came to Jaffnas I nay
get killed, But thst is a smnall thing. Unless this politics is
destroyed, there is no hope." Unlike expatriate sentiments, such
come from persons with a sucrificial commitment to the land and

its common people!
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The second group we consider is & sub category of
Christians often at odds with the established church for
trying to live and teach the Gospel. The eatablished church
in Jaffna is by some tests more compromised than the church
in the South, Though the church in the South has been
cowardly, it still provides some fora for open discusaion.
The Church in the North has not volced itself on issues of
traditional Christian concern, such as the militarisation of
children. By leaving such matters to the ICRC and voicing iteelf
only on Tamil grievances against the government, the established
church may do more harm to the people than good. One or more
leading functionaries of one denomination have been saying
things like, "95%'of the people support the Tigers. The rest

are Sinhalesel"

Against this background conscientious Christians have had &
difficult time - particulsrly those who believe that the Go§pe1
demands the practice of non-violence. A young Roman Catholic
clergyman in his parish ministry kept raising questions about
what is going on and about his non-violent convictions. A tense
situation developed when s section of the psrish murmered,

"The Bishops in the South are giving money to the president's
National Defence Fund. Only our clergy want to talk non-violence,"
That is a pointer to the failure of the Church as a whole by
actuelly endangering those who are conscientious about the
teachings of Christ.

A senior colleague of this young cleryyman recently addressed
a mess rally as the guest of another purish. Calling for a self
¢xamination, he lzid down five necessities. One called for a
chonge of heart from the militants. The priest of the host
purish became worried ujon seeiny some militant cadre in front
0" the church premices. In summarising the sermon, he gave a
8light twist to the necessity mentioned - "May God bless the cause

of the youth".

Addressing a group of students on secial responsibility, a
tueologian raised the matter of killing Muslim civilians in the
gast. Talking to him later, a worried official of the institution
let it slip that what mouttered to them were not his ideess on

social responsibility, but his acudemic credentials,.
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These persons are a hendful of individuals in the esta~
bliched church. Others of increasing significance are represent-
ed Ly the growing non-conformist and house churches, Though
licking material resources many of them have laboured with
commitment and have advocated non-violence, Though not to the
liking of the LTTE sny more than of the established churches,
open confrontation has so far been avoided, This is largely
because they regard their primary task as preaching the Gospel,.
Though their activities may hamper support, they do not pose a
direct threat to political pover,

A very significant sector from which pessive opposition
springs is the hard working peasantry epread across many rural
areas of the North and those in allied services, The heyday of
their prosperity was during the government of Mrs, Bendaranaike,
Since then their economy has been on a precarious footing, at
the mercy of merket forces, import policies and the security
situstion, all more unpredictable than the weather. For their
survival they have a keen awareness of what is going on around
them, decisions in Colombo, oil crisis, all of which determine
their decisions from month to month., A sudden influx of imported
onions igﬁ%olombo would mean they have to decide whether to astore
or to sell at & loes, They also have a tradition of hard work,
Such people question everything and are difficult to fool, If
transportation that is crucial to their survival is blocked,

they would know the politics behind it.

1t ie such persbns who sheltered student leader Vimalesweran
for s year in the heartland of Jaffns when the LTTE's writ was
unchliallenged, Without a political commitment from this class,
dissidents on the run would not have stood a chance., Not
surprisingly scme of the populist measures contemplated by the
LTT# leadership during the interlude of peace were aimed at this
cless, These people know that as individusls they do not count.
¥or tacticul reasons they would bow to the LTTE and for their
survival they would run errands for the LTTE at great risk.
But in their minds they are clear that this politicas will have
' . Fur o bhem running risks is a way of life, One of them

casually told & dissident he was sheltering, "The locul LTTY area

.7way.

. set
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leader is comin,; for lunch. 1 will take you to another house

and bring you back later.”

The following episode pives an insight into their spirit.
A younz man trying to go to Colombo was turned back by LT3
. The young sentry boys would only say,
Don't think

sentries in hhe Vanni,
“No trsvel for the time being. Orders are orders.

p The - men went buck a little
we wre like the other UFO“PS-" The young m

;me thot
:nd was wonderin: what to do when an old Wanni fermer cime t

J’ e v
"In a s,ot ¢f trouble aren't you? Whagggoing bock houe?

seid the old man, end waited musingly. The

C ou make 1t? .
ane "Don't be stupid", s#id

youns msn szid thet he had no choice.

W : i of
the old man, "Go throuvh this lane. when you come to the end

N . ore
it, tnere¢ i. & house., The woman there may shout 3t youes Ilpnor
' ) » ) P .
end turn left into the paddy field. Go straight. «hen you

. N a.
to the end, left a_ ain, and you will be bzck oan the maln roa

her

Thereafter, no problem." The younyg man made it.
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2.7 Influence of Government Policy & Southern Reactionst

We have dealt with this matter in various rleces - particulerly

the nature of the military response and the generel refusal to

understand the problem of minorities. We shall briefly dwell on

a related aspect, This is the suppression and stifling of any

potential to provide an alternative to the dominant politics by
Tamils themselves. We have maintained that a solution could only
emorge , through a politics where the human and democratic rights

of all persons in this country are respected. For this to happen

those Tamils who feel that they want to live in this country with
the Sinhalese and Muslims™nd meke legitimate demands for the
well-being of their people, should be respected and their credi-
bility upheld., What is happening now is the opposite. This again

and again boosts up the IigeIB as the Only answer to this goﬂernment'

An important manner in which this happens is when leaders of
the 2063l community are unable to make any impact on the torture

and disappearance of thousunds of detainees or to provide the

community with any assurances. In the Batticsloa area over a

hu
ndred young persons picked up from refugee camps are unaccounted

for. Feoples' representatives raising the matter are bullied and

humi :
umilitated. In the Amparai District when the appearance of

thirty odd headless bodie
8 wasn
wat reported in *the Island', the

N . e s .
nquiry took the form of intimidating leading locsl citizens to

si i i
un a denial, In the meantime the LTTE successfully ambushed an

\'T 3 - 1,
STF patrol in Fanams. WYhom would the people turn to for leader-

ship under such conditions?

T il 0
he use ?ule by the government of Tamil groups is so counter
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pruductive as to actually add to the LTTH's prestiges A mature
wovernment genuinely wanting to expose the LTTh wouid have
insisted that these groups show more spunk and fi,ht for the
futerests of their people, Instead it has used their weapons
to discredit them and add to their humiliation. ME's from these
groups prefer to forget that they were militants with & cause,
They are regularly taken on ministerisl visits to the East and
mostly observe a silence on the indignities being hesped on

the people there by government forces. On a recent visit of a
multi pa#ty delegation, one representative of a militant group
introduced himaelf to the Colonel as someone working closely
with the Brigadier in some other area, whose conduct leaves
much to be desired, Another member of the delegation asked the
Colonel about missing persons. The Colomel replied casually,

that such things must be expected to happen.

An elderly civilian who was recently appointed MP for the
Batticsloa District, whose appointment the EPRLF publicly
objected to, was the only person to qusstion the Minister of
Defence about persons taken from refugee cemps and who were now
missing. The army initially admitted teking over hundred and
reduced the number to about 30 later. The Minister maintained
that he cunmot sccount for persons the army does not admit as
having teken. The elderly MP persisted on his demand for some
time. But his younger ex-militunt colleagues kept silent without

supyorting him.

it another meeting of an all party delegaution with the
Minister of Defence, the representative of a Left party complsined
about 30 or so Tamils who went to Amparal, were detuined and about
whom nothing; more was heard untii that time, The Minister asked
sternly, "Are they your c.dre?” On being told that they were 4
ordipnary civillens, the Minister replied, "If they are your ¢adre
I will personallﬁ nake sbme arrengement. Otherwise you have 56’3

.

business to ask." '
Trincomalee is an areu about which Tumils are very sensitive,
lustood of trying to give Tumils confidence by hendling it carefully,

it is mennged by a Brigudier responsible for seversl hundred - -
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disappearances. This Brigadier enjoys wide powers ip
this area where Tamils have numerically been the greatest
sufferers over the years. We have commented on current
rehabilitation efforts in Report No. 5. On a visit of
the delegation above 1in October, they were taken to a
multi—racial.housing scheme sponsored by the NGO Sarvodaya.
It turned out that though shramadzna (volunteer) labour

is provided by Tamils and Muslims, practically all the

houses being built are for Sinhalese.

It was explained to them there that the Brigadier was
a no-nonsense man who had brought all NGO's involved in
rehabilitation under his control., On non-discriminatory
principles, the BrigAdier had decided on the allocation of
Sarvodaya houses, First to the displaced persons of 1987,
nearly all of whom just happened to be Sinhalese. Curiously
the numerically much larger body of persons displaced in
1983-86 and 1990 are mostly all Tamils. This adds to our

earlier insight about government policy in Trincomalee.

One Tamil group, the EPRLF, appears to have privately taken
an indebendent stand on the goings on in Trincomalee, presumably
using its connections with the Indian Government. Although there
was no public protest from any Tamil group, there were angry

references in the press on attempts being made to relocate Sinha-

lese. During the third week or so of October, some persons working

for EPRLF MP's were abducted and evidently roughed up in Colombo.
A complaint made to a very senior member of the government is said
to have brought about the response: "There are forces outside the
control of the governmeni who are unhappy about the President
talking to Tamil groups." During this period it is reported

that EPRLF MP'e felt rather intimidated about leaving Sravasti
hostel and going to Parliament., Further inquiries revealed that
the 'force' concerned was a Tamil group well known to the EPRLF

and by no means outside the ambit of the government,

4

During the IPKF presence, the PLOTE kept its distance and
preserved a measure of independence. In Januery, the Sri Lankan
forces helped the LTTE to dislodje them from their stronghold in
the Wanni. Following the outbreak of war in June the PLOTE
succumbed to severe pressure to work with the forces - some of
there cadre were knifed by soldiers in Kalmunai. Later PLOTE
cadre were posted with Sri Lankan soldiers at sentry pointe in
Vavuniya. For some time they tried to curb the indignities to
which civilians were subject to by soldiers. But they lacked
even the means to complain to responsible persons about the
conduct of individual soldiers. In turn they became frustrated
as people grumbled about PLOTE cadre in the same breath in
which they complained about soldiers. Recently there have been

a number of complaints about extortiom by PLOTE cadre.

To make matters worse there is no move in the South to under-
stand the hTamil Problem." Numerous articles and editorials are
appearing about politico-military approaches and human rights
organisations questioning the treatment of Tamils are being
attacked. But no one is asking what is happening to the Tamil
community and the cost to the country of its destruction. What
progress has been made in making the minorities feel part of the
country? In fact despite Tamil being elevated to an official
language, the position of the Tamils has worsened. Furthermore,
as a general offshoot of insensitivity and repression there are
vast segments of disenchantment. A.very large number of these
people outside the North-East who have not seen a Tiger in the
flesh and know little about them except that they have seriously

embarrassed the government, hail the Tigers as their vicarious
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avengers., This group includes Sinhulese and people like ialuyali's
from Kotuhens who were victims of violence unlesshed against Tumils
in July 1983. Such is the alienation creuated by the government

in many places, that subjective feelings about the Tigers override
the key qu:stion - what it would mean to them if their own people
adopt the politics of the Tigers?

Thus when an elder-statesman representing the Hill Country
Tamils who has been a senlor member of the government for over
a dozen of years, asserts thut the Tigers are the representatives
of the people of the North-East, one needs to consider his own
community's experience, MNe has a number of times been quoted
privately as saying that the government would not give the Tamils
anything voluntarily. Interestingly, his assertion came as a
response to a question about the Muslim minority's position,
(Sunday Times - 9.12.90). HNe cannot surely mean that Muslims
should be part of the North-East in the pame manner that his
community is part of the South,

Once more it will hardly come as a surprise if, having
strengthened and legitimised the Tigers to this point, the govern-

ment would be overawed into taking them on as partners with sole
control over the North-East,

2.8  The Government and the Tigers = A note on attitudes

to politics: Ve concentrate on a salient feature that is
informative. Despite the increasing repression and intolerance,
the yovernment, 1like others around the world, retains a capacity
to appezl to its political rivale or even enemies, and use them
when it can find a common cause or a question of common interest,
Thus when this war broke out, the president summonced Tamil
opjosition groups and had talks with them. He could get even
the SLFI' which was challenginb the legitimacy of his power, and
together with other opposition groups, send them to India to sell
the war. He could give regular, well-publicised, cordial recept-
ions to Tamil delegations to defuse thelr complsints about the
forces' conduct. He could summon an All Party Conference and sit
with ojponcnts, tuking his own tine svolving o political solution,
t“ven media publicity given to the views of sowe of his critics, like
the leader of the Tamil Conyress, is toleratcd. But like every-

where else, there is a price for going too fur as recently the

Sl

FRLF and the SLMC discovered. In the West it may be telephone
tapping or surveillance for the purpose of black mail, or,
particularly in the US, a rigorous pcrutiny of one's income tax
returnss In this country, it could be a visit from forces
woutside the government's control.,” The point is that such a
relationship with opponents gives the government some optioms,

including that of putting a good face on capitulation.

The Tigers, on the other hand, being the accredited leaders
of a small community with few resources, lack the ability to use
their opponents even in a crisis. In 1986 it demolished its rival
groups in the middle of a war ellowing the enemy to make a rapid
advance.__When some other militant leaders approached the LTTE
to state its conditions for co-operation, these requests were
ignored. When after the IPKF's arrival, a breakaway faction of
the EPRLF reportedly sent an emissary to discuss peace with the
Tigers, the emissary failed to reappear. Following the war with
the IFKF, there was a division among former members of a defunct
Left wing broup with one fsction wanting to do nothing and the
other wanting to support the LTTE. Recently the LTTE has
detained several tens of these persons who were simply-atayiqg

at home and they are unaccounted for.

Followingz the outbreak of the current war with the Sri Lankan
forces, there was az mood amonyg many ex-militants 1living abroad
to work with the LTTE., News of the LTTE's repression at home put

an end to this.

Why is it thst a group like the LITE in & strong position
to be generous, and badly needing supyport, yreferred to brutally
spurn every opportunity for co~operation, and prefer instead
desperate measures such es canibalising the social fabric and
plucking up children in lerge pumbers to keep the show goling?

An important part of the answer is its use of the twin concepts
of the sacred group and traitor to promote its appeal - a potent
weapon inherited from the TULF and later used against it. The
yrice puic wes a spirelling cycle of repressinn, desperate
mensures ond a rosort to mysticism to explaia setbucks, contra-
dictions and sommerssults., It is hardly surprising that any
open discussion that would be the yprice of co-operation, is

anathema to the LTTE, Take some of the links in history.
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The LTT: once triad to in_ratiate itself with Indiea by boust-
ing with 1ittle subtlety that it had given India a foothold in
this country. It went to war with India to avoid any power
shariﬁg. This was when the other groups becsme active with
Indian Forces. Forced into a corner, the LT™E made a deal
with the Sri Lankan government, purportedly because of whose
perfidy it fought India, and helped the Sri Lankan forces to
decimate ite rivals. Now its rivals have been cornered into
working with the Sri Lankan government. How does one sort out
treachery and patriotism from this mess except by asserting a

sacred prerogative?

This is given further substance by the fact that the LTTE
has repsatedly shown a willingness to ignore its own rhetoric
and sit and meke deals with apparently sworn enemies. It made
an appesal to India soon after the outbreak of war in 1987 and
once more it calls for Indian recognition and talks of not '
accepting an international peace effort that circumvents India.
Soon after hammering the TELO in 1986, it consorted with Sri
Lapnkan army officers and cabinet members on television, Later
it made a deal with President Premadasa on the basis of their
common patriotié-interest in keeping outsiders (namely Indians)
out. Thus despite the rhetoric it was not serious about enemies
without. But no quarter was given to any hint of dissent within,
It was not seeking the right 'of Tamils to be an independent self
respecting community, but was seeking a sub contract from the
Indian and Sri Lankan governments to be given sole charge of

Tamils. Its main enemy was the independent spirit of Tamil

yeojple themselves,

Another feature of Sri Lankan as well as internsational
yolitics is that polfticians authorise or even use accredited
agents to do their dirty work and themselves keep aloof, These
Jobs are done by agencies for intelligence and subversgion,
special units within the police or by private goons in the yay
of politicians. Thus Fresident Premadasa could authorise his
forces to do their stuff and himself visit the victims with
Leaming boncvolence, puying respects to kovils and vihares to
the whirr of TV cameras, talk about rehabilitation and issue
orders for more supplies. While his forces are wazing a brutal
war ageinst the LTTE or the JVF, he could on his own account call

them for talks,

23

With the LTTE there is no separ:tion between tie militury
and the politicul arm., Even in such unjustifiable actions such
as the expulsion of Muslims from the North, its political arm,
the PFLT, was at the forefront. By contrast none of the Muslim
parties talking to Tamil groups in Colombo have any visible
connections with the Jihad or the Muslim home guards in the East.
This is again indicative of the LTTE's nature., It is not that
this mekes the government morally superior. No disregerd for
human rights will work. But for the short term it gives a
certain amount of flexibility to avert a precipitate plunge
into dis;ster. When the cost is proving too high, the government
retains the ability to sweep the dirty work under the carpet and

shake hands with the enemy.

The LTTE by contrast has left itself no options to dedl
with the Muslims as‘a selfarespecting people. They are a very
different category from Sinhalese colonists. The latter ere
essentially poor and exploited people settled in the East by
by well heeled promoters preferring the flesh pots of Colombo.
They are not integrated communities with deep roots in the soil
and who are articulate, having produced men of education and
influence. They may be killed or driven out as refugees, and the
government, if it proves expedient, could afford to drop them
and let their grievances fester for decsdes. It is very different
with the Muslims in the North-East, They know and feel that they
belong to the region as much as the Tumils, They are integrated
communities with deep roots. Their contribution to Tamil culture
und to scholarship is substantial, Further, a majority czn
afford to become tired and indifferent as is now symptomatic of
the Sinhalese. They could cut their losees and there would
still be much left to be rescured, It ;s very different for a
minority - in gparticular for the Muslims of the North-East.
Whal is worse, the Tigers huve tuught everyone with a grievance
thit to succeed easily agwinst the likes of the government or
themselves, they need to imit:te th:ir methods. Like Tomil
dicidents, Muslims caunet be murpgineliced by bronding them
trr ftors. The Tigers fergot that like whual Siuhslese Lovernn:nts

did eurlier, they too were dealing with a minority.
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2.9 1Indian Links: Shortly after the outbreak of the June war

some very senior Tiger leaders addressed a seminar at the Univer;ity
of Jaffna. A question was posed about the LTTE's foreign policy,
particularly in relation to Mr. Karunanidhi - Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu. A very high ranking LTTE personage made an audible
impromptu blurt of something threateningly . obscene in reference to
Karunanidhi, comparing him unfavourably with Amirthalingam. Those
near the front clearly heard the remark. This was quickly followed
up by a political spokesman with something printable. The audience
was thus given ap insight into the cynicism and anger governing
mutual relations between Tigers and their actual and aspiring Indian
godfathers. On the surface 1t wotilld appear that the Tigers haQe
much to thank Karunanidhi for. Despite the fact that the Tigers
kept Karunanidhi at a distance when MGR was alive, he had campaigned
for the Tigers when Indiaﬁ soldiers were dying fighting them, he
deliberately slighted the Indian army, he was lenient, to say the
least, with Tiger operations in Tamil Nadu and even faced widespread
accusations over the killing of EPRLF leaders in Madras on 19th

June.

Their relations with Subramaniam Swamy too show similar symptoms
Mr. Swamy has been quoted in the press to the effect that he ha;
made the connection for the Tigers to train with the Israeli Mossad
that does a thriving business in helping some of the wofst governments
to suppress both violent and non-violent liberation movements. Th;
cause of his present disillusionment with the LTTE is attributed by
him,” on the face oi' it, to displeasurv with Balasingam of the LTTLT
it is in the nature of these polit%cians te pick up something and
9rop it on mere fancy. The level of their sense of responsibility
is such that the {ute of a whole people may hinge on their moods ;n;
on personal considescations. The LTTE too way not bLe able to understand
thiat these individuals do not have the capacity to do everything it
requires of them. To the LTTE, they are tools to the goal of an
agreement with Delhi - not for influence in India but for Delhi's
a€1l on a. sub-contract giving the Tigers exclusive righﬁs over the

fate of Tamits in the North-Faot .,
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The opportunism of lIndian politicians who play with such phenomena
and strengthen them without the sense of responsibility to understand
what it is all about, can cost India dearly. As it is, the Tigers

have an image far in excess of their material strength - What is
Its apparent success will

its methods. Perhaps

after all left of Ceylon Tamil society?

inspire groups with grievances to imitate

after the phenomenon collapses - if only out of sheer material

exhaustion - some future Indian artists would represent goddess Kali

with the face of a Tigress.

-

India still abpears to view the Tamil problem exclusively in

terms of foreign policy aims. It is yet to understand what is happen-

ing to the Tamils and take responsibility for past mishandl#ng.

Apart from the needless suffering caused to civilians, it has not

admitted responsibility for the cruel fate suffered by TNA conscripts
and the fact that arms left behind by India were used in the massacres

of Muslim civilians. Until there is a change, there will be more

tragedies - both here and in India.

Those in the South who spend too much time accusing India of

foul play, should face up to the fact that it was July 1983 that

opened the floodgates for this ugly episode. If they would only

actively face up to their responsibility - which they have con51stently

failed to do - there will be no room for Indian interference. They

cannot bomb civilians and slaughter by the thousands and think

realistically that nothing would move in India. They fail to under-

stand that they do not have the same choices and influence as in

1956.

2.10 Why did the Tamil Intellectuals Fail? In closing we present
ilitant

the views of a young man who was an active member of the m

cause half a dozen of years ago. He is not an academic, but through

the hard school of life he has earned highly enviable skiIls that

would have made him a millionaire 'in the West in no time. But he

remains in the country because of a strong emotional and political

commitment. Being fluent in all three languages, he roams the country

in various puises, active now in human rights work. We present his

views as something seldom heard and extremely valuable in understanding

the crisis:
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" A large number of Tamils are in a state of despair, sitting
helplessly at what may be the threshold of their final doom. Apart
from the vindictive havoc brought about by the Sri Lankan forces,
there 1is internal repression which does not allow us space even to
re-evaluate. I blame the Tamil intellectuals for this state of
affairs. Today they wring their hands and say what could we have
done when our lives are threatened? Was this always true? The
signs were there a decade ago and the intellectuals could have checked
it.

"The massacre of over a hundred and fifty Sinhalese, inciuding
women andechildren, at Anuradhapura in May 1985, was a crime that
blackened the name of the militant cause by bringing it down to the
level of the Sri Lankan forces. Again the intellectuals say that

they were either unwilling or scared to condemn it. Then there is

the other dishonest line that we had frequently heard from intellectuals:

"Don't criticise them openly. After all they risk their lives.
Tell them privately, they will listen." It is a fact that a large
number from all groups gave their lives. But what 1is happening
today is an insult to all of them. I know from a friend who was
close to Das of the TELO, that when the Indian RAW approached him
about carrying out the massacre, he was horrified. The LTTE agreed
at least partly because it wanted to endear itself to- the RAW, above
the TELO. When we look back at how the LTTE had worked, how it
systematically and patiently targeted individuals who were a challenge
to it, it had a very clear mind where its priorities were concerned.

Its record in this respect is far more impressive than its military

one.

"Yet apain and again many intellectuals have seen the whole
Tamil cause as banking on this organisation, repeatedly trying to
polish the surface of what was rott’en within, at the same time giving
an intellectual polish to their cowardice. A key reason why they did

not see an alternative to the LTTE stemmed from the psychology of

their claus. There were healthy attempts at alternatives to the
LTITE, but the intellectuals retused to see them and thus weukened
them. If these attempts had been supported the tate of the Tamils

would have been different.

" Tuke the EPRLF for instance, which had started showing symptoms

of rot by 1984. 1In 1985 two EPRLF men shot dead a psychiatric patient

97

in Chunnakam. There was a public protest backed by the LTTE. This
was amongst the exceptionally few killings for which the EPRLF was
responsible before the Accord. The EPRLF agreed to inguire into the
incident and punish the culprits. The heads of the culprits were
shaven and they were tied publicly at the Chunnakam market. They
were removed only when the LTTE instigated the crowd to stone them.
Has the LTTE ever admitted a mistake or held a public inquiry into a
complaint against itself? When the TELO was inhumanly decimated
and the intellectuals were silent, the EPRLF organised a public
protest. One was always able to walk into an EPRLF camp, say anythins
about them and walk out in one piece. Until the time they were
banned, they did keep a space open for the public to protest. But
the intellectuals largely despised them, seeing them through spectacles

coloured by caste and class.

nBut this was not the case with ordinary common people who have
throughout shown a sense of decency and guts. I need not repeat the
many incidents where ordinary people collectively and individually

refused to bow down to oppression. This, despite the fact that

there was no one to protect them. At the end of 1986 when the LTTE
had launched a hunt for EPRLF members on the run, a friend of mine
in a village in Jaffna whom I was visiting, was asked about me. My
friend told the questioner the truth, that I never had any connection.
Another LTTE member stepped in and slammed my friend in the face,
causing him to fall. He got up and went home bleeding t‘rfom the
mouth. Later he went to the bank and cleared all his savings. He
gave it all to me and told me to get his family out of there |if
anything happened to him. He then went to the local LTTE camp,
pushed the sentries and walked in. He then beat two others who came
to stop him. Next he caught the person who had assaulted him, slammed
him against the wall and beat him. He then told the LTTE men that
he had been born in that village and that he would continue to live
there. He did that and the LTTE did not touch him. The LTTE was
often afraid of such determination. What was he after all? -~ an
ordinary son of the soil. Our intellectuals never measured up to

such levels. My friend is abroad now!-
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CHAPPER 3

THE EXPULSION AND EXPROPRIATION OF MUSLIMS IN THE NORTI

3.1 Early Signs:

1f this particular episode has any historical parallels, one

may be the treatment of Jews in Germany during the interval separat-
ing Hitler's accession to power and the outbreak of war in 1939.
During this period of rising harassment and intimidation, large
numbers of Jews, Albert Einstein among them, left everything they
had and left Germany for good. Why did the politics of Tamid

liberation have to take such a course? We have seen that once
the politics was on the course of defying ground realities, it
deepened divisions, created hatreds and fears. Then these in turn
came in handy for mobilisation of support. The use of caste,
subtle though it is, is there. But has not been made a part of
political discourse. Although the LTTE has a large number of
recruits from the lower castes, as it once had many Muslims, many
high caste Tamils would condone measures against EPRLF supporters
on the presumption that they are low caste. In recent months
about a dozen and a half Tamil households from Chavakacheri have
been reportedly taken into custody after expropriation. Such moves
of collective action without reference to norms of justice, had

moved the struggle into a new league of depravity, and perversion.

Where the East was concerned, there was a conflict of interests'
between Muslims and Tamils, but at a manageable level. The chain
of events involving the LTTE's antipathy to Muslim political group-
ings, the massacre of Muslim policemen and the government's use of
Muslim home guards, the LTTE's massacre of Muslim passengers at
Kurukkal Madam, counter massacres by home guards on government
instigation and so on, led to a total breakdown of communal relations
in the East. Like the government in the South, the LTTE in the
North, gave its one sided presentation of developments. It became
an unspoken cliche that Muslims were traitors. A  number of
intellectuals and the printed word began to break a 35 year old
tradition which categorised Muslims as part of the Tamil speaking

nation. Now they began to say that Muslims were different.
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But in every way Muslims and Tamils in the North bad been
traditionally totally integrated into local life as interdependent
communities. There were Muslim traders, tailors, iron mongers,
labourers and scholars. More recently, several of them took to
farming in the Killinochchi area. As part of the arena of culture
and scholarship, Muslims formed an important component of the
University of Jaffna. There was no conflict at all. Jaffna, once
bereft of its Sinhalese, and now of its Muslims, would indeed be a
poor sort of place. It may be added, that, businessmen being as
sharp as they are, several Muslim businessmen, like several of
their Tamil counterparts, had read the signs years ago, and were
in the process of shifting capital to the South. This does not

apply to small traders and poorer Muslims.

3.2 Chavakacheri: The fact that the first incidents began at
Chavakacheri is also connected with the LTTE boosting its presence
and facilities in a big way in Thenmarétchi. Military dispositions
had also been prepared ostensibly to abandon Valikamam if the
government forces made a serious thrust. The social environment
was also relatively more conducive to the mobilisation of vigilantes.
The explusion of entire families connected with EPRLF persons is

also significant.

On Uth September, vigilantes beat up Muslims worshippers
inside the Chavakacheri Mosque. The vigilantes were handed over
by Muslims to the local LTTE camp. Some elders called for an

inquiry. The elders were reportedly told, "You are a minority.

Those who beat you up are from the majority community. It is therefore

not appropriate for us to take action against them." Such thinking
suggests that many of the present cadre do not know the history of
anti-Tamil violence since 1958. The incident was not reported in

the media.

By the end of September, the Muslims in Chavakacheri were
warned that they should be prepared for an explusion order. Follow-
ing the end of the first week in October, a very senior LTTE leader
visited Vakarai in the Batticaloa district in the East where anti-
Muslim feeling was rife following recent incidents. This strongly
suggests that the LTTE regarded some major action against Muslims

as a means of regaining its tattered credibility in the East.
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On 15th October, Muslims in Chavakacheri were asked to leave the
peninsula. They were forced out without being able to carry hard
earned valuable items such as fridges and fans. The following

report was given by sources from that area:

"The Muslims' houses were looted and ransacked and they were

treated in the most brutal manner. In effect, the liberators-

behaved like an invading army on the binge. The LTTE cadre pocketed
whatever article, such as scent bottles, that they could pocket.
In one house, the bridal attire (koorai) of a young lady, married
on 30th June, was removed. The owners had been asked to vacate
their houses, leaving the woman of the house in charge when the
LTTE came to take the inventory. One man had taken his wife leaving
a 60 year old lady behind. When asked, he replied, 'Since they
are behaving like an invading army, like the IPKF and the Sri

Lankan army, there 1s no guarantee that my wife would be safe'."

3-3 Mannar, 21st - 28th October: The accounts given in this

section and the next have been pieced together from Tamil sources

in Jaffna and Mannar, and Muslim refugees now in the South.

In order to carry out this ‘'operation' which the LTTE has

understandably been silent about, it drew on some imperial traditions.

LTTE cadre from the East with anti-Muslim feelings, who had been
involved in massacres of Muslims, were inducted in@o the North.
Local leaders without reason or feeling to make a distinction
between Muslims and Tamils were puzzled and sometimes disturbed,
but were ordered to co-operate. In Mannar Muslim iron mongers

and craftsmen had even manufactured weapons for the LTTE.

Shortly after cadre from Karikalan's Eastern group had been
inducted into Mannar, they pounced upon the Muslim village at
Erukkalampiddy at 11.00 p.m. on 21st October. It is reported that
about 300 cadre took part in the operation. 70% of the 1200 house-

holds were robbed of mainly cash and jewellery, and were also

threatened.

Fathima Umaloo was a widow of 29 with a baby, who earned a

living pounding rice flour and fetching firewood. Much of her
capital consisted of a 1} sovereign gold chain. This was plucked
of f her.

Proctor Saburdeen was a leading local citizen, whose brother
was present when the LTTE arrived. The. house had some cases of

electrical items, left there for safety by Tamils.in preparation
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for the Sri Lankan army's long expected arrival., The brother,

not knowing this, denied having electrical items. After sesrching,
an LTTE man placed a pistol over hie head end fired, In a state
of shock, the brother helped them to all they wanted.

C.S. Suleyman snd sons, a trader in electrical items, head
cleared his shop in preparation for the Sri Lankan army's
arrival and had stored his goods at his son-in-lsw's at Erukkalam-
piddy. After the LTTE's operation, he started distributing his
goods free to locals. Onmn receiving intelligence of this, the
LTTE warned him to get the things back by 5.00 p.m. on the 24th.

Op the 24th at 4.00 p.m, the LTTE made a public announcemenyy
by loud-speaker: '"All Muslims living in Manpsr island should
leave by 28th October. Before leaving, they must seek permission
and clearance at the LTTE office. The LTTE will decide their

exit route."

Most Tamils were utterly disturbed by this. A meeting of
local citizens was arranged for the 25th morning. The Bishop
vwho was at Madhu could not come. Those who met included Roman
Catholic clergy, officials from Save the Children Fund, Christian
laymen and other leading citizens. Following the meeting at
MARR centre, a delegation went to see the locel LTTE leader
Suresh (former student, Univ. of Jaffna) and asked for the
order to be rescinded. Suresh explained that it is an order
from the hierarchy and it was beyond his control. A Jaffna
citizen who was there started faltering, saying that if the
leadership had decided, then they must leave it, But some of
the Roman Catholic clergy in particuler pressed the matter,
demanding that if he was not in control, then to reveal who was
in control, Suresh‘replied that the Mannar group was not
involved, but the Batticaloa group was in charge. The clergy
demsnced thet he should arrange a meeting for them with who-
ever can make a decision and argued why the expulsion was un-
acceptable. Suresh finally scid, "The decision is unalterable,
bec.use it ie a prophetic decision by the leader himsz1f."
‘this, he Baid, they would understand in the fulness of time.
However, he promised a reprieve of the order for two days for
further consultutions. The delegation immediately went to the
Mosque at Erukkalampiddy, and asked the Muslims to g%ay put.
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The LTTE was placed in an awkward position with Tamils
confronting its order to the Muslims. But the LTTE was not short
of tricks up its sleeve. The LTTE pounced on Erukkalampiddy for
the second time on the 26th night, and robbed it of goods which
were this time conveniently pecked up., After day bresk, the
Muslims told Fr. Croos that after this secoud time they could
not possibly stay, adding that these chaps who had killed in the
East were merely asking them to go. They may as well thankfully
go with their lives intact, Fr. Croos approached the LTTE again
and obtained an extension until 2nd November. Ironically, a good
p{oportion of the goods looted by the LTTE were goods left by
Tamils with Muslim friends for safety, in anticipation of looting
by the Sri Lankan army. Each Muslim family was allowed to take
one sovereign of gold, Rs.2,000/- cash and five travel bags per
family, Printed forms were given for clearance.

On 28th October, the Tigers sealed Erukkaleampiddy village
and Tamils were forbidden to go into the Muslim area., All
dealings with Muslims were banned. Tamils were allowed to
remove their own goods only with permission. A boy, who had
removed his femily's goods given for safe-keeping, was badly
assaulted the previous day. He had first been stopped and asked
to go to the LTTE camp. Instead he thought of taking the cart
home and going to the camp later,

The Muslims from Puthukudiruppu, Trarapuram, . Uppukulam
and Erukkalanyiddy were taken to the beach at a place near
Erukkalampiddy known as 'Five Coconut Trees', and were left
there until they could find boats, They had to spend nights

in the open in rainy weather with no conveniences and no boutique

to obtain food and water. On the 28th the MARR (Mannar Association
for Refugee Rehabilitation) purchesed all the bread bsked in Mannar

and obtained the LTTE's permission to tzke bread and water to

the Muslims. Over three days, the Muslims made their exit to
Kalpitiya, 60 miles South, by sea, Boats owned by Muslim fisher-
men in Mannur and Kalpitiya were used. The journey was often
hazardous ip crowded boats. There was at least one case of a
parent numbed by cold, dropping a child into the sea and not
knowing it for some time. To the old and the sickly, who had not
known any place in the world, but Mannar island, the emotional

and physicsl strain of the removal may prove fatal,
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On the mainland of Mannar, which included centres with
large Muslim populations such as Vidathalthivu, Adampan, Mullikulam,
Vaddakandal, Periyamadu, Parappankandal and Murunkan, an announcement
was made on the 25th that Muslims should surrender all their vehicles,
fuel, electrical items and bicycles at the local Mosque or school.
The following day, 26th, they were asked to register at the local
LTTE office and leave, using travel arrangements provided by the
LITE. They were first taken to Madhu, where they were checked. They
were next checked thoroughly at Pandivirichchan. Cash and jewellery
above what was permihggd was removed and receipts were issued. The
naxt check at Vavuniya amounted to further robbery. LTTE cadre
arbitrarily removed what they wished -~ cash, Jewellery and even
thermos flasks. Many Muslims were stranded in Vavuniya with nowhere
to go. Many who had places to go to, did not have the cash to ﬁgy

their train fare.

3.4 Jaffna, 30th October: On 30th morning at 7.30 a.m, a loud

speaker announcement called upon all Muslims to assemble at Osmania

stadium. This they did in a state of puzzlement. The meeting was
addressed by LTTE leaders Karikalan and Anjaneyar. Karikalan had
been in charge of Batticaloa operations. Karikalan told them that
all Muslims would have to leave Jaffna. They can go to their so-called
leader Ashraff, he said, who would provide them with food and shelter
in the Amparai or Batticaloa districts. They were told that no harm
would be done to them as Muslims in the East had done to Tamils
through looting, killing and rape. Their lives were being given to
them as a beggarly portion, he added. Finally, they were given two
hours to leave. They were informed that all their possessions were
earned in Tamil Eelam, and were given the concession of taking along
Ks.500/~ and perhaps a soyereign of gold. They were released at

10.00 a.m.

The reasoning closely paralleled the justifications given for
the July 1983 violence against Tamils in general. The LITE leaders
spoke in the same threatening vein that several government ministers
did at that time. These LTTE leaders may not know Tamil history. But
they had an unerring instinct for what was required on suclf occasions.

The Muslims were dumbfounded and were too shaken to decide in

two hours what to take and what not to. Tamil friends and neighbours

ST Eou were very’ upset and attempted to go to the Muslims were
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prevented. At 12.00 p.m, Muslims were to report to check points at
Manochara Theatre, Oddumadam and Five Junction, with a few others.
Many were checked at their homes before they left. At Manohara the
men were asked to park their bicycles on the other side of the road
and were checked on the road itself. The women were taken inside
to be examined by female cadre. The treatment was humiliating and
the looters behaved as though people retaining their meagre hard
earned possessions were criminals. One woman was made to remove
her brassieres and part with jewellery hidden inside. One Tigress
started removing the ear studs of a Muslim girl. Losing patience
after removing one, she pulled the other, leaving the girl with a
torq; bleeding ear. Documents removed from people included their
property deeds as well as Janasakthi (Janasaviya) documents. Some
female cadre crowed triumphantly that the Muslims were being taught
a lesson for not contributing the two sovereigns of gold asked for

earlier. This was why, they said, they had cleverly given them

only two hours notice.

A tailor from Five Junction who had shops in Urumpirai, Chunnakam

and Pt. Pedro, has lost all his capital and has six children to
mind. When the exodus was about to begin, his family was already

in a van and he arranged some things on the hood before getting in.

He was pushed out by an LTTE cadre despite his pleas and was asked

to wait for another vehicle. He got into a lorry at 9.00 p.m. He

landed i#n a refugee camp in Colombo. By the end of two weeks, he

had obtained no information about his family.

Thameema (37), wife of Namlan (49), is mentally depressed and

is being given medical attention. During the final check Rs.25,000/-

worth of cash and jewels which they had hidden was robbed. Thameema's

friend and neighbour Asia (37) died of grief during the journey.
Asia's body was interred in Colombo. Members of the Muslim community
also complained that some of their young were beaten on suspicion

and were detained.

'Y "According to Muslim sources 15 Muslims from Jaffna, 3 from
(havakacheri and 10 from Mannar were detained for ransom payments
totalling s&veral tens of million rupees. Amongst Muslims detained

were Mubeen, big busihessman and former UNP organiser from Jaffna,
Sultan from Chavakacheri, Subraan (Jamalthees Nabi), an Islamic

leader, (Sinna) Thaheer, tailor and Teliz.
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Mubeen's wife once pleaded with the LTTE to show ﬁqr husband

once. She was asked to sell their capital in Colombo and produce

Rs.10 million.

3.5 General Reactions & Future Prospects: Throughout this

entire operation Muslims underwent a great deal of anxiety.
Communications were so bad that Muslims in one area did not know
what was happening to those in others. Muslims in Jaffna did not
know what was happening to those in Mannar and those on Mannar
island had no communication with those on the mainland. 6% of the
population in Mannar pistrict (Total: About 150, 000) was Muslim.
Their anxieties began when anti-Muslim press articles started
appearing. Then a Muslim businessman in Chavakacheri was victimised
and a story was spread that he was giving information through a
walkie talkie. Except for the vigilantes and their admirers,
people were skeptical. The Muslims had also paid little attention
to happenings in the East. They had next to no connections with
the Muslims in the East. Some said, "We have never seen them nor
had married among them". To think of Northern Muslims as supporters
of Ashraff's SLMC was sheer paranoia on the LTTE's part. The
SLMC's politics offered no attractions to the Northern Muslims,
just as the politics of Tamil Eelam offered nothing to the Hill
country Tamils and even the Eastern Tamils had grave practical
doubts. The Northern Muslims had never evinced a desire to be
politically active, or to challenge Tamil nationalism. It is said
that when a Muslim was MP for Mannar, he was very cordial with the
Tamils and understandably did a lot to enhance Muslim trade - his
main concern. The LTTE's paranoia parallels that of the government
which encouraged massive violence against Hill Country Tamils in
1983 for something that happened in Jaffna. Amongst the Muslim
communities expelled was one in Vattakachehi, that was involved in

agriculture, rather than trade.

During this operation the Northern Muslims were left in no
doubt about who was responsible for the massacres of Muélims in
the East. This was used to threaten them both implicitly as well
as explicitly. The importance of Karikalan's boys in the first
move itself had a macabre message. The mood among expelled Muslims

ranges from resignation to extreme bitterness. Some say, "We must
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be thankful that our lives were spared." The bulk of them feel
very upset at the thought they were fully integrated into the life
of the North and had lived beside Tamils and then, this had happened
to them. Some feel a sense of satisfaction that their Tamil
neighbours had largely stood by them. Others nurse bitterness
against Tamil civilians whom they feel were only too glad of an
opportunity to rob their property - similar tovsome Muslim sections
backing the actions of Muslim home guards in the East.

It is now inevitable that Muslims of the North will become
politicised even if interests are too divergent for them to find
common cause with Eastern Muslims. Nearly all of them want the
Sri Lankan army to over run the North. If the army is in occupation,
sheer economic need may impel them to g0 back to their homes.
Though provenly a disaster, the idea of Muslim home guards. is
already being sold to the Mannar Muslims. The television showed
the Minister of Islamic Affairs telling the home guard recruits,
"The security forces have problems, such as language, when they
operate there. So you must help them." The risk of the Eastern
cycle repeating itself in the North must now be taken seriously.
If that happens there will be much bloodshed in areas such as

Mannar.

Even if it is indifferent to human suffering, why did the
LTTE choose such a course? The short answer is that in its experience
it has nothing to lose by such a move, although the Tamils would
have lost by turning Muslims from friends into sworn enemies. How
the government has and would use such a cleavage is predictable.
This, the LTTE too would welcome. More civilian frustr8tion would
mean more support and more recruits. That is the nature of the
politics which must compensate for its unsoundness by fracturing
society and making some sections more dependent on it. The motive
of robbery too would have weighed criticlaly in these proceedings.
Kidnapping, ransom, taxation and activities of such ilk have been
a major part of the LTTE's thrust from the time that the IPKF's
departure was imminent. Earlier, it had the, often active, support
of the government. The manner in which the Sri Lankan government
is handling the current situation, may drive all the communities
in the North East to look back on the days of the IPKF presence,

as by comparison halcyon days, with all its attendant consequences.
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longer make their calls to prayer, remain a haunting p ,

boding some future ill.

Late Addition: According to Muslim refugee sources, their elders

i i for
are extremely worried about large numbers of their sons going

training in the use of arms. They describe this trend as unstoppable

as it was with Tamil youth in the wake of July 1983.
it will lead to. Many of them reportedly

to talk to the LTTE if there is some

They have no

illusions about where
have expressed a willingness
prospect of a compromise that will halt this trend.

These sources are not clear about who is responsible for the
training The government which is far from happy about independent
. ‘ :

Muslim political groupings would certainly not encourage any arme

activity by Muslims outside home guard units and the armed forces.



CHAPTER 4

REPORTS

4.1 OPERATION SANTA CLAUS, MANNAR,OCTOBER 21 -~ NOVEMBER 8TH:

The onset of the season of give and take appears to have induced the
two sides to participate in a combined operation in Mannar island.
This was an operation conducted with shopping lists rather than with
hit lists. All shoppers were looking for electrical items, Jewellery,
sarees, motor cycles and bicycles - the minimal necessities of life
that have become luxuries in this country. By common understanding
both sides used the currency of the North-East - not Rupees, bu;
Grabits.

As the first part of the operation, the LTTE looted the Muslims
from 21st - 28th October [See Chapter 3]. The Tamils who were heart

broken at seeing what happened to the Muslims, soon turned their

thoughts to the other group of shoppers, whose arrival was now inevitable.

The coastal area was bombarded from air and sea in preparation for the
landing, on 1st November. One civilian was killed as the result of
this. The LTTE which was itself preparing to leave without waiting to
welcome the new arrivals, advised those in town to move towards Sunny
Village. A group of civilians on the way to Sunny Village met another
group coming from Sunny Village who said that they were coming because
the army was going to land there. Both groups stood in confusion in
the soaking rain near the hospital, where they had met. Then others
came and warned them sternly not to 1loiter about as the army was

coming, and to get into churches and schools.

The army arrived and there were no further civilian casualities.
The refugees stayed in their camps for a week. When they got home
they found practically every house ransacked with valuable items
removed. Items removed included stationary, presumably to inform those
at home about the progress of the shopping. Ladies who had Kanchipuram
sarees not fashionable in the South, discovered to their happiness
th?F they had a change of clothes. Some were lucky enough to get back
their Eicycles and motor cycles. The rest of the shopping was shipped
to the South. 1In the end there was some season's cheer all round. The
Muslim and Tamil residents could say, "We are thanktul that they

spared our lives." The others had the goodies.

By the end of November no food relief had been brought into

Manne i iz '
inhar.  Quite appropriately, the population had to ply their tummies
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with drum-sticks (murungaikkai) - the only fruit or vegetable available

in Mannar, besides coconuts.

As things quietened down, a young lady approached a young army
officer to obtain permission to travel to Colombo. The officer, in a
public relations mood, inquired after her well-being and asked if she
was pleased that the operation had been conducted without any loss of
life. The young lady reminded him tifit the population were now paupers
and refugees without even a change of clothes. Feeling embarrassed
the officer patiently explained: "You see, I am from a good family
whose name is renowned in national sports. Stealing is neither a part
of my nature nor upbringing. The first group of soldiers we send on
an operation like this are thugs. We are mindful that they may not
come back. So we do not place too many restrictions on them. We just
tell them to avoid killing civilians. That is the best we could do.
If you have‘ any problem now, do tell us. We will take immediate
action.™ The officer also informed fhe lady that 60 swords were

recoverned from the LTTE office. and asked why a liberation group

needed swords.

‘One does feel sorry for the hopeless plight of such officers. The
bankrubtcy of both parties is, such that to fight this war, each is
using sections of its society that are cornered and have few options
in life. The LTTE is using children from among the Tamil poor, and
the government is using the poor state of the economy to get its
recruits. But there is an important difference. After decades of
bungling and brutality, the government's task is that much harder and
requires character, patience and wisdom. The LTTE is uneertain about
its ends, but is very clear about its tactics. Against such clarity
attended by the expected success, if the government can only send in
this kind of an army, the future of those like the young officer is

unenviable. Judging by press reports, there are rumblings within the

army.

Looting being an officially sanctioned pattern of army activity
is now clearly established. [See our earlier reports]. When the
question of compensation for civilian survivors comes up, where will
the money come from? From the national defence budget, from the Pre-
sident's National Defence Fund, or will it be put before the Paris aid

group meeting in October 19917
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4.2 Detainees in Vadamaratchi: A sense of identity was forced on

the Tamils through the common experience of state oppression. At the
same time there is enormous potential for conflict within Tamil society
itself. We have pointed out that the nature of the current politics,
instead of defusing such potential to strengthen the community in the
face of state oppression, does the opposite. The ability to recruit
and brainwash children from all sections belies the fact that there
are deeply felt divisions hidden by the supervening threat of the Sri
Lankan army's projected arrival. Parallel trends are also in evidence
in the South.

To understand the deeply felt suspicion with which the LTTE moves

in certain parts of Vadamaratchi, one needs to realise that Vadamaratchi

is a patchwork of diverse communities and political influences. Karaveddy,

covering a sizeable area, forms the agricultural core of Vadamaratchi.

Its inhabitants are hard working and are mostly farmers or farm labourers

- many of them from the depressed class. The . traditional Left was
strong in the area and many of its people politically sophisticated.
The LTTE did not command a large following there until it wiped out
the other groups militarily. To this day, the LTTE is unduly sensitive
to both gx-militants from other groups as well as to hints of dissent,

which a more mature force would have ignored.

In May the LTTE looked for Sellathurai Atputhan (20) of Karaveddy

North. Being unable to find him, they took his father, mother and wife
as hostages.

Sebaratnam Kanthan (21), an EPRLF supporter was arrested in

April. He was being held at the LTTE's detention centre at Karaveddy
VC with about 40 to 50 others.

Uthayakumar (23), a mill owner from Karaveddy was detained by the
LTTE during a night in mid-August. The charge against him was that he
had financially helped a friend in the Peravai, a defunct
Left group from that area. Uthayakumar is the second of two sons in a
family having in addition five daughters.

Kuhathasan (Kuhan) was picked up by the LTTE at Athulamman Kovil,
Karaveddy in mid-August. The temple has a well that provides drinking
water for the area. As a tradition, people were not meant to keep

their footwear on in the temple precincts. Female LTTE cadre used to
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come in a vehicle to fetch water, ani used to keep their boots on,

disregarding the tradition. One day the local people put = board

requesting users to remove their footwear. The female cadre who came

disregard the sign. Some boys who were there drew their attention to

the sign. The female cadre ignored them and went away. 10. minutes
later, LTTE boys arrived in another vehicle aqd detained 25 bystanders.
Their parents complained to Selvam, an LTTE intelligence man from
that area. 10 were released in early September. Up to the end of
October, there had been no information about the rest, including
Kuhan. On 20th August, an LTTE camp at Kachchali was bombed. The
LTTE later claimed that U49 detainees were amxg those killed. A person
well known to an LTTE guard killed during that incident, was asked

about the detainees who were killed. He remained silent. After the

others in the company had dispersed, he took the inquirer to a side

and told him, "I did not want to discuss the subject in front of the

it i illed. But
women". He added that it was true that 49 detainees, were ki

_ those who died in the bombing were 3 detainees and 2 LTTE guards, he

said.

Thirukumaran (21), son of Rajaratnam and Chandralingam (Chasi)
(23), son of Ambalavanar were arrested by the LTTE at Vathiri on 26th
October. The arrest was at Irumpumathavady, Vathiri junction. They
were charged of talking about the LTTE at the Jjunction. Chasi had
been trained locally by the LTTE before the IPKF arrived.

4.3 Headless bodies in the East: We drew attention to this phenomenon
which transpi}ed in the Amparai District during late September and
early chober. The Island of 1.11.90carried a report -obtained independ-
ently in its front page. Thére was a sharp reaction from the Minister
of Defence who claimed that he had ordered an inquiry. The result of
the inquiry was a denial couched in threatening tones in a Defence
Ministry broadcast over news bulletins and published in the Sunday‘

Observer of Hth November. All relevant press cuttings are given
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below. . . Fifty-year-old Mis. Pesiyathamby Marimuthu
Headle b d of Vinayagapuram identified one of the bodies
ss o les washed ashore as one sresembhing that of her son
. called Rajendiran alias Raju aged 19. According to
waShed aShore . eyewitnesses about 32 wuch bodies had been
From vor Ampara Corr washed ashore and “The Jsand” \mdcl:.xlhl)d\ that

Nonuaher of headless bodie ; wquests were ot held into these killings.,
Bine Do s l"-‘“J k\: badies of adult males Whenever a body iy washed ashore, the P‘,"]Pk‘
Titukovil recently. ashore 0 Akkaraipattu and living in the locality bury it on the beach itself. They
It appears fy.. . R explained that the law is dead i this arca, and there
appears that the necks have been cut with is no person in authorty 1o ¢atertain such com-

some guillotine type machine, as the cut appears saints .

very {ine and smooth which is P :

not possible with any
sword



How does ‘The Island’
get reports before me?

. The Islan
asks Ranjan ;24

Plntation Industrics Minisier and Stane Minis
ter for Defence, Ranjan Wijeratne said yesterday

that "The Island” in s “verbatim repmt’ of last
week’s Cabinet news conference had given an
avcurate version of what he told journalists in reply

10 a question why the security forces did aot take
action to prevent the LTTE from holding a meeting
at Valvettiturai. “I said that it could not be done
because of the lack of initiative on the part of the
torces. The “Daily News™ reported it as “lack of
ammunition™. “The Island” had it correctly. They
give a verbatim report. The “Daily News™ put me in
a mess. It let me down. “The Island” report was |
accurate....it gave it verbatim”, the Minister said.
‘When Mr. Wijeratne was asked' at yesterday's
Cabinet Press bricfing, about “The Island™ report of
30 headless bodics being in Akkaraipattu, the
Minister replied; “How is it that “The Isiand™ gets it
before 1 do?" He dirccted Defence Secretary, Gen.
Cyril Ranatunge, who was present at the confer-
ence, to make a note of that and submit a report.
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Investigations conducted revealed that newspaper
repotts which appeared on 1st Nov. 1990 to the effect
that 2 number of herdless bodies of adult males were
washed ashore in Akkaraipattu were found to be nof
only baseless, but als false and mischievous. The Asst
Govt. Agent of Thambiluvil and Tirukkovil has denied
the discovery of any bodics with or without heads He
stated that the Grama Niladari for Vinayagapuram
reported that there were no such bodies as reported in
the media. The citizens committee for Peace and
National harmony, Akkaraipattu South and Tham-
bituvil state that they werc not aware of any such
incident. The Président of the Federation of Akk
araipattu Mosques found no truth in the allegation

Defence Mo'n;e,l:rﬂ
Preas release

‘:Suncxcui Observe}
4. %h November

The manner of the inquiry is a comment on the state of law and of the
Judicial process in this country. What happened? As was to be expected,
a local security fokces official approached leading local citizens and
demanded a statement of denial. According to our information, &
letter was given to the effect, saying truthfully, that the said
number of headless bodies did not appear on any one day. The official

came back later saying that he was not satisfied. A second letter was

then given.

4.4 Freeding the Fishes: Following the operation in Mannar island

(See 4.1) one ship bringing looted goods had already unloaded in

Colombo, when a second was on its way in early November. A radio

message was received conveying an order from the defence authorities

not to bring any more loot into port. Two motor cars, four motor

cycles and several bags were then dumped into. the sea. Many of the

bags were seen floating for a long time.

4.5 An Experience in Eravur during and after the Massacre -

August-September 1990:

The man concerned hails from Jaffna and was employed in Eravur.

In August the LTTE placed a land mine near his place of work. Fearing

normal army reaction, he, and several

others with him, took refu..

with Muslims. Later the Muslims told them that it was not safe for

them because of Muslim home guards armed by the government. They then

walked about half an hour and took shelter with some Tamils. That

same night (11th) twe armed persons

whom everyone took to be LTIE

cadre, came to thut area and asked them to leave, saying that they

were going_ to Aattack Eravur. They then moved to Chenkaladi. The

_,K,A-«
TS

wthick which commenced at 10.30 or 11.00 p.m. went on till the following

morning.

Asked why the army did not intervene, he replied that they had

veen in Chenkaladi only two days and would not have known the area to

move out confidently. According to him, "Ranjan Wijeratne came the

following day and armed more Muslims and went away. Over the next two

days the army went on a rampage at Chenkaladl. Since that time armed

Muslims have been killing Tamils who went back to look over their

property".
According to this man, the local opinion was that the Tigers had

conducted the massacre at Eravur, because they were desperate and

thought they could create friction between Sinhalese and Muslims.

While we do not know enough to comment on this, it is significant,

that according to a Muslim source in Eravur, the attackers had spoken

Sinhalese!
This man and his party then moved into the refugee camp at the

Eastern University. Several of them worked with the Red Cross. There

were adequate provisions and electricity, and the refugees began to

feel comparatively relaxed. This angered the Tigers who came to the

camp and accused them of living comfortably while they suffered in the

and left after warning them that they were going to attack
.exodus from Vantharumoolai into

jungle,
Muslims. Thus began the panic stricken

snake infested Jjungles, starvation and disease.

The man found his way back to Jaffna, where the general belief

was that the army had killed the Muslims. The man held his tongue and

his life.

4.6 The Army in Fetters: A senior LTTE figure speaking to a

relative of a detainee had said that they were holding 8,000 prisonersy,

including 2,000 women. Whatever the truth, other sources guess that

4 000 would be a minimum. This reflects the spate of arrests during

and around September. We have described the conditions under which

they were being kept in Report No.5. All reports [{See other reports

in this section] suggest that the bulk of the detainees are suspected

of political connections, not even necessarily opposed to the LTTE.

come were picked up in Vadamaratchi because they had received leaflets

by post from India from former associates of the Peraval. Apparently

they were Kept under observation and their contacts were noted.



74
Torture¢ of detainees has been routine. Many had been forced to
dig bunkers in dangerous places. A group of persons with heads shaven-
and chained to each otﬁer, digging bunkers near the Kachcheri were
identified- as EPRLF prisoners. According to the same LTTE spokesman,
they do not easily kill people now. But when released these persons
cannot move out of a specified area, must report daily to Ehe LTTE and

will have to perform jobs assigned to them by the group - generally of

a military nature.

According to the 1last information we received, the LTTE has
routinely ignored ICRC inquiries about its detainees. If it does, it

woulq have to conform to international norms. Any talk about a ceasefire

and a democratic process would be meaningless unless this'scandal is

ended. [It was reported in the Colombo press that the ICRC had visited
about 40 policemen held by the LTTE about 9th January 1991].

According to other sources, one of the constant fears of a detainee
is that if he succumbs to torture, he would be listed as having been
killed during aerial bombardment. On one occasion about September a
large number of parents of detainees were summoned to a camp in Jaffna.
The parents went in anticipation of their sons being released. Then

over 100 names were read out as having been killed during bombing. The
total number which the LTIE claims to ﬁ%xs killed is said to be up to 500.

Parents of detainees usually fear reporting thé issue to anyone
out of fear for the safety of their child. Those released are enjoined
under threat not to talk about their experience under detention. The
ICRC is technically meant to help relatives to draw up affidavits
about those detained. But fear of informants prevents them from going
near the ICRC. By contrast, in the South, reporting detentions to the
ICRC has become accepted as routine and useful at times. Thus the
fate of the detainees is one wherg little information is available and

’people dare not talk about individRal cases.

4.7 The Killing of Assembly Of God men, September 1987: Although

this incident took place more than 3 years ago, it illustrates the
difficulties involved in peace keeping, and even more, in monitoring
the observance of Human and Democratic Rights, where one needs to take

for pgranted that there is no change of heart.

In early September 1987, 4 AQG men, including 2 clergy «and 2 lay
persons, were shot dead at Uduvil junction at 10.00 p.m. while travelling

in a white van. The following day an LTTE - loud speaker  vehicle went
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. s ¥
around Chunnakam accusing the traitor groups brought in by the IPK

g but
of killing even Christian clergy. The truth was widely sensed, bu

few dared to talk about it. The following account was given by an

tti
ex-LTTE man who was privy to the fucts. "The group led by Kutti

Prabha was waiting at Uduvil Jjunction to ambush the ENDLF leader,

ajan, who was expected to come that wa in a white van ut unknown
Raj y . B
’

When the van with the clergy
The

to the group, Rajan had already passed.
came, one of those in the ambush signalled the van to stop.
r

g g .
driver per haps excited at seein the unman, swerved towar ds him
’

k 1
Immediately, the order to fire was given. On realising the mistake

Kutti Prabha went to the top man himself. In anticipation of the
IPKF, then in a peace Kkeeping role, coming to examine weapons, they
’

t
were ordered to clean their weapons and deposit them in differen
camps”.

The truth usually comes out. But there remains the problem of

us
protecting unarmed individuals who practice freedom in such a vicio

- .
atmosphere. The IPKF was negotiating power between armed parties an

r
lacked the sophistication, training or the motivation to protect o
even be sensitive to democratic activity at the level of the people.

That was one of the key reasons for its failure. Much more imaginative

thinking will have to be done to have a monitoring process whose first

concern is the unarmed people.
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Jaffna Report (December 1990):

The LTTE's mobilisation of the people, through a mixture of
persuasion and coercion, to observe national heroes week, brought
about the expected response from government forces, but on a scale
lower than expected. Decorations, pandals and public meetings marked
the week, beginning 21st November. On 20th November Puttalai School,
Pt. Pedro was bombed. There were no casualties as it was outside
school hours. During the same session, the LTTE office in Pt Pedro
was bombed. The bombs missed the target and damaged nearby houses.
The LTTE moved house without difficulty. But neighbouring civilians
had to stay in their own houses warily awaiting the second attempt.
In Vaddukoddai, a bomb aimed at an LTTE target felled a palmyrah tree.
As usual, for those near LTTE establishments, ; &hoice was between
leaving their houses and risk losing them, and remain, risking the

wrath of aerial marauders.

The LTTE overrunning the Mankulam camp resulted in more punitive
measures against civilians. Shells fired from land or sea towards an
LTTE training area at the end of November injured Mr.R.D.Mylvaganam of
Navindil and his servant girl. Mr.Mylvaganam, a retired land officér
was milking his cow in the morning. Both were treated by the MSF.
Another old lady living next to an arms factory in Vadamaratchi was
advised to move by relatives who made reference to aerial bombing.
The lady replied that she was hardly concerned about the bombers,
since the possibility of an accidental explosion next door weighed

heavily on her mind.

On 6th December, a bomber circled Velayuthm school, Pt Pedro,
where slogans marking national heroes week were painted prominently on
its wall. Puttalai school had been moved to this school following the
former being bombed. Mr. Arulpragasam, a senior teacher of the school
and circuit steward of the Methodist Church, who was doing some work
inside, had gone out of the school to do some shoping. He
was killed, together with § others by the bomb(s) which missed the
schogl. Shells fired from Palaly base on the same day, killed an

elderly lady in Urumpirai.

These activities by the forces provided an apt setting for the
LTTE to campaign on the need to defend the 1land. Balasingam speaking
»in Pt Pedro explained the leader's absence by saying that inspite of

his advice to the contrary, the leader felt shy of meeting the people
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until the goal of Tamil Eelam is realised. Yogi, speaking in Manipay
gave his line that there may come a time when all people would have to
bear arms. This time in a departure from its earlier stand, the EROS

.isgue .
dead were included among the martyrs. Thls;Ead caused verbal friction

in 1987.

The emotional climate resulting from these festivities was used
to draw in more children to bear arms. A typical event was what took
place at Sagara Vidyalayam, Varani in early December. The area leader
went to the school with some of his men and made a rousing speech
about everyone's obligation to defend the land. 12 children went with
the Tigers. When the parents went to the local camp, they were told
that the children were not there. It took them 3 days to trace where
their children were being held. On going there, 9 children ran into

their parents' arms in tears. 3 remained behind.

Visitors to Jaffna coming there after an interval have described
the human scene as depressing. Hungry looking people moving from
place to place with their meagre belongings, or going about with gunny
bags and chits of paper in the hope of obtaining relief.

Again as many sensitive observers have pointed out, whatever the
exciting distractions of military ups and downs, the people have lost,
perhaps irreversibly. An entire generation of young persons have been
variously affected. A large number of persons who were economically
self-sufficient and possessed qualities of hard work and honesty, have

been driven to grinding poverty. While the effects on the economy in

the South are marginal, the effects on the Jaffna farmer are catastrophic.

Housewives in the South had to put up with the minor inconvenience of
items such as potatoes and onions, normally exported from the North in
large quantities, shoot up in price. Owing to a blight in the South
potatoes shot up from Rs.28/- to Rs.70/- per kilo. The Jaffna farmer
who is unable to export these together with other crops would in many
cases sell at a loss. Thus there is pressure on a large section of
the population to turn to racketeering of one kind or the other in

order to survive.

Another irony of the struggle is that the major source of cash

inflow has become salaries paid by the adversary to government servants.

The economy has to adjust itself so that everyone gets a share. Many
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Many in productive work have taken to some vocation that will give

them a share of this resource. A common occupation is to hawk goods

in short supply at highly inflated prices.

charging heavy commissions for cashing salary cheques.

Agents make money in
With transport-
ation to Colombo disrupted, there are astronomical profits to be made
in transportation. On the way villagers and boatmen extort money to

help people cross flood waters or to carry the elderly. A large part

of the money again finds its way back to Colombo - a considerable part
of it into the hands of travel agents constantly getting Tamils across
fool-proof barriers in the West.

There are features of the current war which are common to all
wars. Every war has produced its racketeers and arms manufacturers
who were amply rewarded for their patriotism. But through the tragedy
there also often developed new forms of social organisation; new
ideals, a spirit of reconciliation and new institutions to prevent
war. In our case every development is negative. The Tamil identity
has been obiliterated. People trust each other less and love each
other less. There is no concerted move to protect those most adversely

affected and build social solidarity. Leaders of communities or

nations fighting a war where there was a perception of a common cause
have even co-opted their political opponents to share in the respon-
sibility of organising services and the people. Instead, here, thousands
who felt f;r the community have been arrested and tortured as traitors.
Because it suited their polities, the leaders have actually presided
over the community going to pieces and have even played a leading role
in the extortion and racketeering. Jaffna is unique in having its law
enforcing authority kidnapping people for ransom. In early December a
senior professional was kidnapped. The wife who approached the rulers
was asked to come back with a certain sum of money. A close relative
who then went to them was told, that if the matter dealt with his

immediate family they would entertain him. But that this did not
concern him. People were being told again and again that loving their
neighbour was none of their business. Those who did the contrary were

terrorised instead of being rewarded.

Thesq»quglqggqQggmgggggggg_gigp the stifling of any independent

thought or organisution has had.a devastating effect on character.

———
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on their children's education and

effect of military distractions
y the rulers and returned with the

kick-start

‘ed b
molorcycles commandcere -
But they dz“ not wish to sce the overall tragedy.

ying children as voluntary, they

While

Lroken.
describing the fate of other gun carr

uld bring their own child to Colombo complaining of unhealthy impo-
wo

They would also readily rationalise the fate of

'traitoii'
sitions.

and Muslims.
e -t —

It is not difficult to imagine how these persons would react when

d
they become expatriates - the one safety valve allowed and encourage

by the LTTE They would look at the struggle sans the personal
. ' ther
irritations they had complained about bitterly at home. On the o

now
hand the slogans of the LTTE had been popularised long ago by the

lo
traitorous TULF. The Tamil community appears to be in for a ng

hau}.

Injured Women & Children

cruited and were

g d dren were re
A lar ge number of irls an chil

flung into battle in reckless fashion with little understanding

i imbs and
se and the lack of maturity to come to terms with blown limbs a

urpo ' )
o Once the original boyish sense of

i disability.
permanent physical
evaporated with injury, children often bitterly cursed
Others talk about the experience

adventure had

the movement and even attempted suicide.

d the
in a dazed matter of fact manner. The two attacks on the Fort an

ies. The
attack on Mankulam resulted in a large number of such casualtie

i i blems
LTTE which had evidently not given serious thought earlier to pro

against
of injured women and child cadre, appears to have come up 3ag

unforeseen difficulties.

The following were related by eye witnesses. The scene was Manipay

d
hospital just after the attack on Jaffna Fort on 5th August. The war

Sk . . her
was full of injured girls. A woman major in military uniform with

hands on her hips walked from bed to bed, mechanically
We will liberate our soil".
injured, writhing in

repeating the

Her disposition
same thing: "Do not be sad.

was totally incongruous with the mood of the .
d even hesitantly tried to commit suicide with cyaniae
nonchalently

Some ha
One girl with a leg blown off and a slit mouth
"We surrounded the Fort and announced that
The planes

pain.
capsules.

related her experience:
we would attack in 10 minutes.

s they surrendered,
e . the air as well as from the

arrived and we were getting missiles from
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Fort. We ran. Thére was an explosion and 1 fell down. 1

tried to

move my leg to get up. But nothing happened. I then noticed that my

trouser leg was hanging, and my foot was somewhere behind. Then an
‘anna' (elder brother) carried me. After he went. _a few paces, there
was another explosion. The 'anna' who carried me collapsed dead. As I
fell, I saw Mathangi.

She too was dead. I lay on the ground for 20

minutes while shells flew over me.

Another girl with a head injury was at Manthikai hospital. The
place reeked with blood. The tractor in which her party had been
travelling in Karainagar had caught a shell when they tried to attack
the naval base. After being injured the girl held on to her gun as
instructed until someone collected it. Asked how she felt before the
attack, she said that it was the most exhilerating experience. They
were simply thrilled as they had a cup of tea before setting off.
Then she became anxious. She asked the lady close by, "Akka (elder
sister) will you stay with me tonight?" Later in her sleep she cried,
"Amma (mother), amma, come and stay close to mel" Then: "Drive the
tractor slowly, my head hurts....I asked the akka to stay with me, I
don't know if she is here...."

The gathering of Martyrs' Families: Towards the end of the national

heroes week celebrations, the families of the martyrs were collected

for a ceremony. There was little choice.

They were escorted by
guards with guns and grenades and taken in vans. They were addressed
by the deputy leader Mahattaya renowned for honeyed words: "....It is

a great privilege for me to meet you. You have made the immense

sacrifice of a member of your family to the cause of liberation. It
would have been my great pleasure to have come to you individually.
But alas, because of the exigencies of the situation, you had to come
to me....We were in a weak position after fighting the Indian army,

having lost many of our cadre. So we had to talk to President Premadasa

to buy time and build up our strength. Now we are in a strong position
to attain our goal.....Only five percent of the people really support
us. Because we are now strong, many opportunists are coming after us

and are working for us..... You are the link between us and the people.

You must help us. You must identify those opportunists and traitors

and let us know. You must identify those persons who demean our

struggle by spreading lies. Tell us also of those who speak against

us...."

One exploding shell spit my mouth...

8\

The tmpression left after the meeting waa that rather than wanting
to honour Lhem or to assert confidence, it was an admiaaion of weakneas

and of pnawing inner deapair. The exercise waas about recruiting

informers.

5.4 The llungry Woman: She was a woman of about 50, u Trincomalee

refugee in the Jaffna diatrict.
wera in the LTTE. Her rations had been stopped.
she went to the village committee (Sitturaval) to lodge a complaint.
Faced wit.h a reluctance to revorao the decision, she had criticised
the LTTE. Persona came to her "home that night, and asked her to come
the following day and that her rationa would be issued. When she went
following day, she was sent in turn to 3 LTTE camps and then there
There was no prospect of pursuing the matter

Somea younger members of her family -
On 20th’ December,

the
was no trace of her.
because the LTTE said that she had not come, and the boy who had gene

with her waa refusing to speak. Nothing more had turped up by new
year, Such incidents {1lustrate increaaing sensitivity tc any criticism,

even when the cause was hunger rather than political ideas.

Three people were killed in a mysterious
Their bodiea were found in

5.5 Incident at Kayts:
way in Kayta on the 16th of December 1990.
a well, tied together with a huge stone, 36 hours after the
incident. They were identified as Anthonipillai (75), his wife Theresamma
(65) and his sister Elisammah (72). Anthoniplllai's body 1ia paid to

have been found without any wounds or scars. Both of the women were

squecezed to death.

while the inhabitants of Kayts were fleeing from their places in

fear of the Lankan army's retaliation, these three remsined in their

homes assuming that in any case they won't get harassed hecauase

of thelr age. They scemed to have related this to some of tholr

relatives that the Sri Lankan army and the EPDP had come to thoir
place twice in search of the LTTE and no harm was done. The grueson@

killing had brought panic to that arca. Why they were killad st}

remains unanswered. It 4is worth mentioning here that the area m.
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which the incident took place is about half & mile from the Kayts
civil hospital and the area has virtually come under the Sri
Lankan army's control &after the recent operation against the
LTTE, There is an LTTE sentry post situated near the place

of the incident.

Aftermeth of the Mankulam attack: [From 'the Virakesari®, 30th December]

The aftermath of the operation on the Mankulam army cemp
brought on untold sufferings to the people of Vavuniya and
Mulleitivu. In the months of late November and eerly December
18 civilians lost their lives in different actes of etrocities
fncluding eerial bombing and army indiscipline. In the Nedun-
kerny Mathiamadu district 3 people who were taken away by the
army in early December are still reported missing. And, to
date, not a single soul knows what fate befell the seven lorry

drivers who left for Jaffna from Colombo on the 24th of November.

‘That same dey an unidentified armed gang broke into a hamlet

5.7

in the Vavuniya Thekkankadu district and hacked to death 8 persons
including women and children. Aerial bombing and the uncertainties
of the time have brought great damage to the economy of the area '
notably cultivation, In the Thenaimurrippu Kulskattu district the
reservoir developed a leak from damage' caused to the bank of

the dam. This poses a great threat to paddy cultivation. There

is much demage caused to building and property not excluding
schools, temples and other public institutions, In Mathiamadu,
Faranthan and Sannasi areas the homes of several inhabitants

were looted prior to attack from the air. The people rendered

homeless continue to live with relatives and friends.

Fublic executions and the killing;s of the detaineces:

Vasantha Sulosana aged 39, mother of two children from
Navatkiri, Neerveli was executed publicly on the 15th of August
by the LTTE. The LTTE accused her of indulging in 'finsncial
fraud' using the name of LTTE. This was the first public execution
after the IPKF'S‘;itg%nggl'Durinv the IPKF period, she rendered
her help to the LTTE in a number of ways - especially giving food
parcels to their camps in her village. It is worth notiny thsat
during this period people who used to give them food were subject
to severe torture and even death, If the IPKF or the groups in

power at that time came to know sbout this, by 2ll mesans she would

83

have become a martyr. Thus she had a strong desire to help
the LTTE, unmlndful of the risk she took at that time. She
came from a ‘well to do' family from the village and she used
to help people through natural generosity. According to
sources from her village, at times she ran short of moneye.
Then she used to sell her lands to settle the money. This
attitude of hers m;de people feel that she was & little
irresponsible. The kith and kin of the detainees who were
detained for ransom by the LTTE used to go for her help to
mediate their release. wWhile doing this she seems to have
collected nearly Rs.90, 000/~ from various people, without the
LTTE's knowledge and used it for her own purposes. In thé
first week of July, the LTTE somehow came to know about this
and she was taken into custody. Hearing this her uncle sold
few of her lands and repaid one lakh to the LTTE. The lady
was a heart patient and during her detention shelsuffered from
severe chest pain and was admitted to hospital., But the LTTE
did .not release her even after that and whenever her sister
went to the camp, they promised that she would be released

800D.

On the ill-fated day -~ 15th August she was brought to
tMuthiraisanthai” in a van with a man by the name of Shanmuga-
pathan known as Guru master. According to the LTTE he also had
indulged in 'financial fraud'. Both of them were blind folded.
Around 4 o'clock in the evening both were given the ‘lamp post
punishment’. Vasantha Sulosana became a hapless victim of a
woman's gun. Incidentally her daughter's age attainment
ceremony was held on the day she was killed. Actually her
sister visited her camp on the previous day and requested them
tobrelease the mother to attend her daughter's ceremony. The
person who was in charge promised to release her the next day.
When they were anxiously waiting for her arrival, a van came
to her place driven by a woman and her daughter asked the
woman who was in the front seat, tyhere is my mother?". The
woman in the uniform sarcastically said, "She is coming behind."
The girl was under the impression that their mother was coming
by bus and she ran towards the bus stand which is a few yards
from their house., But. her son who saw his mother's body
through the shutter screamed. ILmmediately the body was pushed

out and the van sped awaye
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This cruel murder brings out two things revealing the true

nature of the LTTE. A woman who took lot of risks and helped
them in a period of uncertainty has a strong character of her .
own. Of course, she has used her contacts Wwith the LTTE which

w
as involved in abducting people and demanding ransom, to gain

certain benefits for herself. The LTTE could have disassociated

her from them, could have warned her about her conduct., After
she has returned the whole money, the way in which they have
killed her shows their brutal bankruptcy.

The people at Muthirai Santhai witnessing the act were
really appalled. But there are also people justifying the
whole thing. After this there were another 6 to 8 public

executions in the Jaffna peninsula alone. In the meantime

from September 15 onwards up to 500 names were given out as
persons executed by the LTTE by their Information Centre for
the detainees. Because of the threat posed to families, it
is difficult to get details about the victims. The pat;ern of
events regarding these incidents also brings out certain
sadistic features of the episode., The LTTE was keeping a
large number of people under detention and parents were never

allowed to see them. There are people aged around 40's who

h .
ave been taken in Just because they had contacts with the
IPKF, immediately after the IPKF withdrawal,

presence,

During IPKF's
the people who were residing near the camps became

v
ery vulnerable due to IPKF - officers' visits to their

Those who were arrested allegedly had cordial

relationshipswith IVKF personnel,

houses.

Nobody knows what t
ype of
threat they can rose at this juncture to the LTTE!

During the early part of Septembef some of the kith and

kin w isi
ho were regular visitors to the information centre to

find out the fate of the beloved ones, were told to fill
certain forms and were informed by the people who were in
charge that they will release their relatives on September 15
“hen parents, sisters and relatives .

the 15th, the LTTE started to read out names and they swid

vigsited the camps on

that they hud been execuled. This went on for a week and

the list is suid to have contained up to 500 numes. Those who

w t > S
ent to see the loved ones were told in no uncertain terms

85

that they had been killed. Why did they allow the mothers and
relatives to come with hope and suidenly give the cruel mews?
The people who were there threw stones and sand and cursed

the LTTE for their evil deed. According ‘to one eye witness

. some mothers - vowed to give birth to a new generation of

children to fight the Tigers!

Dissent within the LTTE: It has been kdown that members of

the LTTE had all sworn an oath of absolute loyalty to the
leader and the slightest sign of diésent is ruthlessly rooted
out. But members who wish to leave had been allowed to leave
provided they are perceived as posing no threat to the organie
sation. A large number of those who remain, do so with a
feeling of discomfort, fearing the world outside as they fear

the organisation.

Confessions made to an aunt by an LTTE area leader killed
by the IPKF in November 1987 are revealing. His brother who
described the deceased as a 'lamb® before he joined the
organisation, came to know of these confessions later. This
area leader was very loyal to the leadership and never questioned
their orders. These qualities were put to use. He was occasion-
ally given secret instructions to kill certain comrades in the
organisation marked by internal intelligence as having denger-
ous tendencies. The method often adopted was to get into a
conversation with the victim, take him out on a motor bike
ride, and do the deed in a lonely place. Having done this
several times the area leader felt deeply disturbed and poured
out his mind to his aunt. After about a year in the organi-
sation he developed some maniacal tendencies. He said that
when he faced someone he just felt like pulling out his pistol
and putting a bullet into the person's head, even into his

father's head, just to see how the victim suffered.

He had also told his aunt that secret instructions had at
times been given to trusted individuals to surreptitiously
finish off a comrade on the battle field, so as to put the
blame on the enemy. This had long been suspected. So much
s0 that whenever a prominent LTTE'er was declared martyred on
the battle field, seldom did persons close to the LTTE take it

at face value.
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When a close relative of the area leader, an expatriate
scientist and a functionary of the LTTE's ROOTE, was told of
these confessions, he put it aside as something regrettable.
Members of the late area leader's immediate family.in London
who do not know of these confessions, still faithfully attend
LTTE meetings.

During national heroes week in November, a street was
named after the late leader in his hometown, and the leader,

and presumably his victims, were commemorated as martyrs.

Following the IPKF offensive in 1987 when the LTTE was
disorganised and civilians were hysterical, an order went
to area leaders from the top, to kill any civilian protest-~
ing against the iaying of land mines in his area. Except
for Lollo and Mathi, all other leaders are sald to have
ignored this instruction. Mathi and Lollo were killed
about a year later by the IPKF. Lollo's list of individual
killings is said to have numbered more than 60, Gamini,

an area leader in Nelliedy, was sent on punishment transfer

after internsl intelligence reported him too soft on civilians.

The LTTE spent large resources observing in Jaffna,National
Heroes Week last November., This was regarded by the leadership
as a tactical necessity. But cadre from the Eastern province,
who form the majority, are said to have taken this badly in
consideration of the misery in the East. It has been suggested
that the reference to the suffering of Tamils in the East

in the ceasefire declaration was in deference to this internal
development.

Observers with contacts within the LTTE report that a
large number wish'to leave the organisation, particulerly in
the 16 to 18 age group. One of those who left and went abroad
recently was a notorious area leader, mentioned in the land-
mine incident in UTBR(J) report No.2. 1In that incident he
had threatened a man who discovered a landmine next to his
house and consulted a neighbour., He was told that if he had
a problem he could quit his house, but it was criminal of him

to tip off his peighbours and spoil thé planned attack,

5.9
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This leader has curious sinry behind him. His parenis were
unpopular percons in the village who uscd topass comments at |
other people's children who had not joined the movement., When
their own son Ravi joined, they took it(badly and went in search
of him and pleaded with him. But to no avail, When Ravi
returned from training, his sight used to strike terror into
the villagers. 'ée is going to do something. Get readyto runt,
was a frequent remark. Rig fenmily was influentially placed
in the local Sitturavai (Village Committee). When he 1éft, his

parents accompanied him to Colombo to make the travel arrangementa.

Another leader who left and went abroad is one who played
a prominent role in the assassination attempt on the ENDLF
leader in 1987, which led to the death of 4 A0G churchmen.

Those who extol the sacrifice and courage of ordinary LTTE
persons, wilfully ignore their internal sufferings. WNor do
they acknowledge that they were allowed no real power to determine
the movement's direction. They were used. The only power they
enjoyed was to kill ordinary civilians and to bring misery to

many homes.

hccording to those who have been in touch with a num§er of
persons who want to leave, their fear and anxiety is to do with
their future. An immediate problem is that if they leave and
some informer points thea out to incoming Sri Lankan troops,
they would almost certainly have a summary death. Supporters

of the cause also have a duty towards those who leave.

Normality in Jaffna? Many public institutions in Jaffna are

said to be applying normal rules to employees who are absent from
work. The university has been dealt with separately. The education
department has sent out a circular with exerpts from normal regu-
lations for absenteeism - first a period on no pay and then termi-
nation. Even the government does not maintain that the situation
is normal. Do these normal regulations apply to people subject to
bombing and shelling? Apart from normal risks, how about heart
patients, Muslims and those requiring regular medical care that is

not available? All very abnormall
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CHAPTER 6
FURTHER REPORTS

6.1 Massacres in the Amparai District: On 24th January 1991, the

Colombo press broke the news of 27 Sinhalese peasahts massacred by the
LTTE in Maha Oya. The contingent of security forces and home guards
guarding a village in the area had apparently left when they were fired
upon. The dead consisting 15 children, 7 women and five men, were

buried in a single grave the following day.

*The Island' said in an editorial comment: "The savage massacre of
hapless civilians.....brings into question that infamous organisation's
claims to be fighting for rights or freedoms of any kiﬁq .....these

horrific killings in Maha Oya-cén only be interpretéd as an attempt to

fan the flames of ethnic hostility to even fiercer tempefatures...."

The Island and the Colombo press, not .through ignorance, missed
out important elements in the tragedy. Both the government and the LTTE
have been involved in shows of strength through a series of massacres

of civilians. We follow from where we left off in earlier reports.

During the second week of December 1990, the LTTE ambushed an STF
vehicle in Panama killing 7 STF men in the first incident of that kind
in the STF controlled area. The STF was then escorting Sinhalese

students for 0.Level examinations.

According to information made available to us, about 54 Tamils
over a wide area were killed by the STF in reprisals. Victims were
picked up from Periyanilawanai and Padiruppu. Those picked up at
Kallaru included 4 members of one family. Some of those picked up were
students going from Kurumanveli to Kalmunai for O.Level examinations.
Among those picked up were two teachers. One was from Thurainilawanai
and another was Sritharan from Kottaikallaru. Five women from the 37th
colony at Palaiadivattai, 5 mileg from Vellaveli, were raped b§ Sinhalese

home guards from the 32nd colony during this period.

6.2 Aerial Bombing in Jaffna: About 11.00 A.M on Sunday 20th January,

notices were air dropped in the Valvettithurai area asking people to
evacuate within 48 hours. The bOmbiné however commenced 4} hours later
around 3.30 p.m. 4 bombers, 3 Avro transports and 2 helicopters took
part in the operation. The coastal area between Urikkadu and Nediakadu
was subject to heavy bombing for two hours. It was to be expected that

many civilians would have been in Valvettithurai under these conditions.
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According to reports 8 civilians were killed, and of the 30 injured, 21

were admitted to Manthikai hospital.

On the 21st VVT, Kokkuvil, Valikamam North, Sirupiddy and Puttur
were subject to bombing and heli-straffing. 4 bombers were seen above
Kokkuvil and 10 bombs were dropped, about 5.00 P.M. It is not known
whether the target was an LTTE camp or the kerosene queue that was on
the road. A retired principal, R.Mahadeva, was killed and 7 ‘others

injured.

In the meantihe the LTTE issued a notice, addressing the people
'who had co-oberated with them fully and had inspired them in the-armed_
struggle'. The aerial attack by the Sri Lankén state, 1t»éaid, was to
demoralise the people. The Sri Lankan state, ‘it said, which could not
succeed in Mankulam or in the Fort cannot succeed in méking any advance
or establishing a camp in VVT. It further said, "The whole of North
Tamil Eelam is under aerial attack. It is therefore meaninéless to
seek safety by moving from Vadamaratchi to Thenmaratchi or vice versa.
In order to defeat your enemy;s intentions, please dig bunkers and stay

in your'own homes."

On the 22nd, two bombs fell in front of Hindu Ladies College,
Manipay, one of which exploded. It was 12.30 p.m. when children were

in the school compound. It was the third day of bombing at VVT. 6 fire -

bombs were dropped from a transport at 7.00‘A.M. 15 more were dropped

in the afternoon. Several buildings were seen burning for hours.

The Eelanadu reported that 5,200 families from the affected area
in Vadamaratchi haa sought refuge in Thenmaratchi. The bombing was
said to be most intense around the former army camp at VVI. The LTTE
bunkers were hardly affected, and their Pasilan cannons were loaded in
preparation for an army advance. It appears that the army had delayed

its plans.

In VVT, about 5 schools (including Sithampara & and the Roman
Catholic schools), 4 temples and 500 homes were affected, according to
the 'Eclanadu’. Among the temples bombed is the famour Athiady Vembadi

Pillayar Kovil.

The\situation with regard to essential commodities is very bad in
Jaffna. Over a matter of days, rice shot up to Rs.52/- per kilo, and

petrol, Rs.400 per bottle (1/6th of a gallon). The situation was
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becoming s¢ out of control that the Tigers who had previously or‘ganiséd
or presided overx the black market suddenly imposed price controls.
Goods promptly vanished from the shelves.
sporadically that it had discovered hoarded goods, which it was to
Crowds which queued for kerosene at Rs. 30/— a bottle,
It is expected that there

distribute.
often received 1/4 bottle after a long wait.
will be severe shortages until the black market is restored to make the
smuggling of good.s from the South worthwhile. Even then, the pricesa

will be far too high for most people.

With regard to medicines, the government hospitals, as of 24th
Januar‘y, had satisfactory. stocks for the time being. But -nothing is
available .t‘rom the shops. At the rate at which people were getting

injured, the situation with medicines too may become critical.

6.3 Calling off the Ceasefire: In calling off the ceasefire the

government put f‘orward the following demands to the LTTE {Daily News
12th January 1991]:

Reiterating the government's commitment to the
scarch for a peaceful solution on the north-cast

.question, the government called upon the LTTE to
demonstrate its concern for civilian hardships (resul-
ting from LTTE action) with the following steps:

@ Release all hostages nnd not take any more ol
them

8top all torture and execution of all captives and
prisoners or
Stop using clvilians in mine-clearing opera-
tions, \

[ ]
[ ]
@ Stop rocru(ﬂng Innocent chlidren and innocent
citizens fog combat

@ Stop all reprisals on civillans,

[

[ ]

Stop all acts of terrorisation of civilians as a
means of obtaining their support; and

Altow humanitarian access to all prisoners-ot-
waf.

" Coincidentally the demands in their wording and order bore a close
resemblarce to demands put forward to both sides by the International
Alert on 4th January. The IA declaration was received by the government
with mixed feelings, particularly: because of its reference to a federal
solution. It is good to know that the government is capable of learning
from those frequently maligned as 'human rights do-gooders'. Hopefully,

it may in time Jollow them.

Significant omissions from the original IA declaration were reférence:

to bombing and shelling and food blockades. Had the LTTE responded
positively it -could have gained in political image. [See Appendix for

the IA declaration].
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6.4 The ICRC taken to task: The following report appeared in the

Subsequently the LTTE announced

Island of 31 January:

Vehicle with Red Cross
markings fire at copter

By Norman Palihawadana and Shamindra Ferdinando

An force helicopter
on Tuecsday morning
stiafed a vehicle with
Red Cross markings in
the northern Jaffna
pemnsula after a group
of LTTE terrorists
tavelling in it allegedly
fued at the helicopter
with light machinc guns
and other arms, the
Army said yesterday.

The helicopter was
flying from the strategic
Pulaly base towards
Elcphant Pass when it
‘located” a vehicle with
Red Cross markings ab-
out three miles cust of
Kodikamam. Ai that
time the vchicle was
moving towards Iykach-
chi, the Army said

Then the vehicle had
moved inta a coconut

planlauon and this ‘ac-
tion' had prompted the
pilot of the helicopter to
hover over the spot.
Within minutes terror-
ists had jumped out of
the vehicle and alleged-
ly opened fire at the
helicopter.

The helicopter too
had retaliated with
machine gun fire. The
Sccurity Forces believe
that at least a few ter-
rorists had been killed
or injured in the ‘inci-
dent’. The Operational
Headquarters of the
Defence Ministry  was
aware of the Kodika-
man ‘incident’ and the
allcged use of a vehicle
with Red Gross mark-
ing to transport terror-
ists, Army said yester-

d

day.

The Defence Ministry
is expected to raise the
alleged use of a vehicle
with the Red Cross
markings to camrry ter-
rorists and ultimatcly
firc at 28 Government
helicopter with the
ICRC.

Since the Internation-
al Committee for the
Red Cross (ICRC)
under Mr. Philip Con-
tesse moved to help the
affccted people of the
North-East war, some
security forces officers
have continuously ex-
pressed the posslblhly
AF s ORC pecicting
the LYTE terronists.

The ICRC upto now
has failed to blame the
LITE for sny of the
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crimes committed in the
past seven months,

sources said. Since June |

last year ncarly
thousand Sinhalese and
Muslims had been kitled
apart f{rom murdering
hundreds of captured
policemen.

However despite the
ICRCs willingness to
express cantinues con-
cem over security forces
operations against the
terrorists they -had not
blamed the terrorists for
anything, security offic-
ers complained.

“The Island” was un-
able to reach any ICRC
official by the time of
going to press, yester<
day afternoon.

The Red Cross has long been a matter of controversy ‘in this dirty war.
During the spring of 1987, a government helicopter bombed an ambulance
with red eross markings, taking injured persons from Pt Pedro hospital
to Jaffna hospital, destroying the hospital ambulance, and killing the
driver and the patients. Later on, the IPKF accused the Sri Lanka Red
Cross of transporting arms for the LTTE. whatevef the truth of the
incidenf reported, it is sheer facetiousness to draw the ICRC into it,

even a hint of malice.

The ICRC has been performing a yeoman task under difficult conditions

coming under accusations from both sides. When the LTTE and the Sri

Lankan army were battling it out near the Fort in September, shells
fell on the Jaffna ICRC office, and not by accident. We know for
certain the ICRC's genuine concern for the welfare of civilians. There
was very real concern for prisoners, both in the South as well as for
those held by the LTTE in the North. There is no question of accusing

the ICRC of dishonesty or hypocrisy.

The ICRC has operated according to rules and has intervened in the

press in accordance with these, during the war. The first time in
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early September was to deny a government claim that the LTTE had prevented
it from transporting food for civilians in the North. The second time
was durxng the third week of October after the ICRC assumed contrql of
Jaffna hospital and an air force plane bombed within the area under
ICRC control. The Island should have known better how the ICRC operated
including its rules of confidentiality.

Criticism of the ICRC has to be madg at a different level, such as
how relevant are its rules, how much it should bend them, and whether
it is realising its full potential or not. Such examingtion in a
constructive spirit would be useful and that 1s the prerogative of the
press. When everything looked absblutely dark 1in the South in 1989,
the press too treated the coming of the ICRC as a Bign of hope. Why so
much bile when the ICRC had also extended its services to Tamils in

distress?

6.5 Recent Developments in the Batticaloa District: About 17th

January, the army commenced an operation in the Vakarai area. Two
columns of troops moved into that area, one from Polonnaruwa and one
from Batticaloa. According to sources from the area, over 100 civilians
who had taken refuge in the jungles were killed during the operation.
Most of them were those who had been made to move out frqm the Eastern

University and other refugee camps by the LTTE last september. .

Militant groups operating with the Sri Lankan army are now said to
be moving freely around Batticaloa and the phenomenon of revenge killings
h;; again begun. About 5 persons with alleged LTTE cennections were
killed recently. The severed head of a TELO man was placed bef9re the
house of an alleged TELO supporter. A principal from Araipattai, Mr.
Nallavatpang, who was involved in peace efforts between the Tamils and

Muslims was killed 2 months ago.
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o The lives and the well being of refugees has become a
lethal form of political football. Shortly before the September
exodus 158 persons were taken away by the army from the Eastern
University refugee camp. The army later admitted having taken
144, It was claimed subsequently that only 32 were taken and
that they were all released. (See report by Rita Sebastian,
Sunday Times, 4.11.90), None of those said to ﬁave been
released reached their homes. The LTTE had visited refugee
camps. Some have claimed that the disappearances were the
cause of the exodus. Other LTTE sources claimed that it insti-
gated the refugee exodus to save them from digappearing. But many
others routinely treated LTTE visits and army fora:s‘aa
part of the game they had to survive and gave it a little
attention, Rather than in terms of cause and effect, this can
only be understood in terms of the callousness of the government

and the calculating destructiveness of the LTTE.

A few days after the Panama ambush in December, the STF
came into the Karaitivu refugee camp reportedly on the infor-
mation that the LTTE was there. 22 persons were reported killed

3 ' >
by the STF fire in the ensuing violence. Qur sources were unable
to establish their identities. ' '
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THE *1.1BERATION' OF THE UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA

7.1 November 1989 — November 1990:

For ‘the two years which ended in November 1989, the university
had attempted, and to a remarkable extent succeeded, in confronting
the activities of the IPKF and the LTTE which were directed against
the people - particularly their human rights violations. While the
IPKF regarded the university with a mixture of anger and respect, ‘the
LTTE as an alleged liberation group, had tittle excuse to confront the
university openly. Nevertheless it watched the university closely,
dropping hints of its resentment. 'l‘he university continued to stand
up for the rights of the students,\uith LTTE sympathies. Soon after
the IPKF announced its ceasefire in preparation for withdrawal on 20th
September, Dr. Rajani Thiranagama, a prouinent human rights activist
in the university, was assassinated, signalling by this act of terror,

a new and menacing challenge to the university.

It was partly with a view to meeting " this challenge that the
university organised a peace march on 21st November 1989 focussing on
the plight of the young who were being forced or cajoled into arms by
the two opposing sides. The LTTE which denied killing Dr.Thiranagama,
sent some armed men to the university who inspected the slogans to be
carried on the march and demanded that the march should call for a
withdrawal of the IPKF. This was rejected by the students as being
against the spirit of the march as well as a meaningless provocation.
The pressure continued until the eve of the march. Thanks in part to
the presence of international delegates, the students won the round
and the march went ahead as planned. The student leaders had good
reason to fear the worst. In July, the previous year, Vimaleswaran, a
student leader who had once challenged the LTTE over the disappearance

of a student in 1986, was murdered by the LTTE [UTHR (J) Report No.1].

In December 1989, Anton Winsles, a provenly conscientious student
leader, was elected president of the university students union (usu).
Winsles, as a one time LTTE helper, had close contacts ,in the LTTE,
but was uncompromisingly independent. The next crisis came. as the
IPKF withdrew and the LTTE demanded that the student union vacate the
room assigned to it, which before October 1987 was used by the Maru
malarchi kalagam (MMK) - .a defunct cultural organisation captured by
the LTTE about 1986. When the students resisted, the LTTE importuned
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a senior Don, and even dropped hints that' a death sentence which was

once passed on him had been held in abeyance.

The MMK became defunct following the IPKF offensive. Finding
LTTE literature in its room, the IPKF had proceeded to ransack the
university administration and the arts faculty offices, thinking that

the university was an LTTE complex. Instead of facing the question of

whether as a liberation group it had then used the university responsibly,

the LTTE accused the university of having destroyed the MMK. It is
essential to note that during the IPKF operation, the LTTE used univer-
sity buildings to fire at the IPKF and left the place before the IPKF
reached the premises. The IPKF's retaliation damaged the buildings
and roofs were virtually non existent in certaln buildings. It was

the rainy season and almost all the university documents were wet and
they would have become unusable. But because of the staff's initiative,
university people were able to enter the university and safeguard the
valuables including the documents of the MMK! The university could

have summoned a meeting of the Co-ordinating Committee of Staff,

Students and Employees (CC) to issue a statement refuting this allegation.

The CC was an institution formed in early 1989 along with the mood of
democratisation, and was very successful until the time of the peace
march. It had increasingly come under attack from senior persons who
felt that their power without accountability was being challeng2d. The
Vice Chancellor was under strong pressure to dissolve the CC. The
LTTE's allegation, made with an intimidatory thrust, went unchallenged.
Once more, as during the fast of 1986, the burden of carrying the

autonomy of the unviersity fell on the student leadership.

Following the outbreak of war in June 1990, the student leaders
followed an old tradition in collecting materials for the refugees
pouring into Mullaitivu. The LTTE maintained that relief can be
distributed only i'n its name. Although the students had to consent to
the LTTE, which now monopolised fuel, transporting these materials,
they annoyed the LTTE by distributing it without naming ény authority.
About this time the LTITE issued a call for the NGO's 'to support the
struggle for Tamil self-determination led by the LTTE. The USU issued

a balanced statement in English critical of both sides and sent ‘it to

the press. Following this, some persons from the LTTE's ROOTE,
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confronted the students who had drafted the resolution. A doctored

version of Lhe resolution was published in the press.

The ROOTE approached the USU and wanted it to pass a resolution
éccusing the government of sri Lanka of genocide, calling upon the
ptruggle led by the LTTE to be recognised internationally, and for al%
people to unite behind the LTTE and Jjoin the struggle. A hint was
dropped that if the motion was not passed, the USU would be dissolved.
By now many members of the student executive had fled as refugees
either to India or to Colombo. It fell to Winsles to put this resolutiop

to a general meeting. At the vote, the motion was defeated 145 to

115. The LTTE wanted it put to the vote & second time, and it was
again defeated. Two days later Winsles was approached by the LTTE and
was forced to issue the statement required by the LTTE. Having signed

the statement, Winsles and his colleagues resigned from the Usu.

It may be wondered what inspired the student body to defy the
LTTE during these .developments. One must also keep in mind opposing

aims of the two sides. The LTTE had for years displayed persistent

anger against the university, accﬁsing it of not having helped them in
any way. It scorned the university, and a key leader of the LTTE,
obsessed with the university, 1is quoted as having said, "If the Sri
Lankan airforce bombs the university, we would join them". The LTTE
pursued a course of trying to forcibly identify the university with
it. Equally, the Students in particular, feared that if the army
broke through into Jaffna, it would kill them. The LTTE on the other
hand would, by past performance, like.tn see some students and staff
killed for propaganda and mobilisation. In this acute dilemma, facing

in particular the students, the authorities remained silent.

The LTTE was very angry with the student leaders and a high level

of surveillance was kept up. In a mecting with the authorities

Winsles told a small audience why they could not function under conditions

created by the LTTE.AIQ&S repeated verbatim by a key LTIE leader.
Winsles and other student leaders were repeatedly asked to come for
military training. In having to flee Jaffna, Winsles and some of his

1 3 . , ~ SO Saw
colleqprues joined a long line ot well-motivated predecessors, who S

i i E: attractive.
the unmasked face of a tendency, 5o apalling now as it was oncc att

%

There was a feeling in the university of uncertainty and dissolution.

The students received little guidance when the LTTE launched its long
matured propaganda campaign, suggesting that everyone should Jjoin its
fight, and that education beyond standard 8 was superfluous. The
students began drifting away to their homes, to Colombo and to search
for their families in the devastated East after receiving strong
hints, certainly not contradicted by the authorities, that the university
will not be allowed to function for perhaps two years.

The staff and members of the administration were strongly canvassed
to make token geétures towards the war effort. Some obliged for a
variety of reasons, and were rewarded with favours, such as accessibility
and immunity for their sons from restrictions placed on others. With
the USU obliterated, the students came under the domination of the MMK
which exerted itself as a parallel or even superior administration.
Most prominent in the university was a student, who during‘the.IPKF
presence, had been charged with an examination offence. The charges
had been dropped without calling the invigilators for an inquiry.
Later he began appearing at the university in uniform in an official
vehicle, when all others were cycle-bound- ffom~ the Vice-Chancellor

downwards.

In September, a human rights activist on the staff had to go into

hiding when LTTE squads went searching for him.

November 1990 - An exercise in Autonomy: The LTTE for a variety of

reasons found itself compelled to reverse its strictures on education.
With the traditional obsession with educational qualifications in
Jaffna and with pressure on the young to take to arms, the exodus from
Jaffna reached serious levels. The pass system brought in by the LTTE
and the enforced rigours of travel, did little to stem the exodus,
though ig made people delay plans, made them cough up gold sovereigns
and made them more anxious. Further all this combined to give expatriate

Tamil opinion a jolt.

Suddenly the silent educational authorities went into action as
though it had become everyone's patriotic duty to restart educational
institutions. Staff and students who had gone out of Jaffna because

of the war situation were summoned back to Jaffna.
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If the LTTE was going to allow the university to function,
there was,as Jjust after the IPKF operation, a strong case to reopen
the university if it could function as a self respecting institution,
safeguarding the interests of the students and the community. The
students resident in Jaffna were largely for reopening, for three
reasons. Being occupied would make it easier for them to resist being
importuned for military service. There was an instinctive feeling
that they would be safer if the university was functioning, whenever
the Sri Lankan army came in. Thirdly, they were so disillusioned

that they wanted to quickly finish their studies and go abroad.

Before reopening the authorities had to face some important
questions. They had to face the fact that Muslim staff and students
were physically prevented from being in Jaffna. A number of staff
and students had left Jaffna because they could not function democrati-
cally or because they felt physically threatened by the LTTE. There
were many who felt that the security situation was inimical to their
presence. There was no let up in the bombing and shelling. A Sri
Lankan military thrust'appeared more imminent now than it had been
earlier, when the university was closed all but in name. In reopening
the university a clear statement of objectives and principles was

needed. Students were being recalled from far away places in the

East, where they had gone to join their traumatised families. No protest

came from any quarters of the university against the treatment meted
out to the Muslims and their fellow Muslims students. When few
students from the Eastern pkovince who were in Jaffna requested the
university authorities to consider the plight of the other students
from the Eastern province, senior officials and students from Jaffna
haq paid no attention to such pleas. The university had an obligation
to give confidence to both these students and their families that it
was taking steps concerning their security. It could have demanded
from the LTTE that it should not do harm to students or staff. That
the university being essential to the future of the Tamils, it
should refrain from maintaining an armed presence in a given neigh-
bourhood of the institution. Parallel to this it could have demanded
from the government that no military operations should be conducted
in this area. Such steps would have created a sense of solidarity
and would have upheld the dignity and . autonomy of the institution.
These ideas too were not new, in view of previous dealings with the

IPKF.
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Again responsibility demanded that there was no normal situation
where normal rules could be applied. There was no question of
forcing staff and students to report. A clear statement of objectives
would have served as grounds for appeal, for everyone to co-operate.
This was what was done in the climate that prevailed in November
1987.

Nothing of this kind is known to have been done in the current
situation. There was a deafening silence on the obligationsof the
institution, towards its members. Instead the carrot and stick was
used in a hhmiliating manner. A letter was reportedly handed over to
the University Grants Commission asking for the staff not to be paid
in Colombo. Pressure was also applied on the UGC not to entertain

students requesting transfers to other universities.

The UGC was left with the thorny problem: which an autonomous
institution should have handled. What was to be done with the staff
and students who had legitimate reasons not to go to Jaffna? There
was also genuine concern in the UGC for the saféty of the officials
of the University of Jaffna. If they were acting under duress, a
wrong move on the part of the UGC, it was felt, would place them in
jeopardy. There was also a reluctance to interfere in the normal
prerogatives of the university and be accused of conspiring to run
down an institution of the Tamils. The UGC, 1long regarded as the

interfering arm of the Sri Lankan state, appeared more concerned for

- the autonomy of the University of Jaffna than the university itself.

Once the university reopened there were few illusions about who
was in charge. Staff members going to their designated‘lecture room
sometimes found that the room had been commandeered. There were
regular meetings with compulsory attendance where those like Yogi
poured out their muddles. Communalists in the South would have

drawn comfort from Yogi's reasons for acting against Muslims.

The climax of November was the observance of National heroes
week in the university. Senior university persons spoke to the
effect that not only should they commemorate the martyrs, tut that
one day they should all become martyrs. 1In the minds of the speakers
it may be a harmless piece of gimmickry dictated by fear - Just as
they knew that arming children was totally wrong, but pretended that
in view of the exigencies of the 'last battle', the issue did not

exist. The impact of such rhetoric on students and their parents
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necd not be elaborated on. Having come to the university expecting
protection, they were being called to be martyrs to a cause they
generally dreaded. The LTTE itself uses such apenkens. for propaganda
value, but would never take them seriously. One speaker who said
that they must all work 48 hours a day for the cause already had
sent his son to Colombo. Another had already sent his wife and
children to Britain and hoped to follow them, when the army moves
in. One Don even suggested to the studenta to remove Sri Lanka in
the address they put intheir desertationsand asked them to put Just
University of Jaffna, Jaffna. On the other h::ld' he confided to one
of his colleagues, 'If the army moves in, we!_alll become born again
Sri Lankans.® For the intellectuals it is a clever somerssult,’.. But
for the young boys and girls who are giving their lives for & cause
legitimized by this intellectual set, it is a tragedy.

Another university official speaking to students seeking transfers

in Colombo, assured them that there was no problem and that everything
was normal in Jaffna - something the Sri Lanka government would have,
been happy to have him tell foreign Jjournalists, who have been

maligning the government over its military policy.

One senior academic and administrator who had kept an independent
mind, i‘ound himself occasionally provoked into subtle dissent. The
LTTE wanted a high powered group of intellectuals to §dvise them on
how to revive the economy. This academic told them, "There are a
very large number of people and farmers thrown out of work between
Ja‘rt‘na and Palaly. They are the persons you must ask. We are

hardly qualified to advise you".
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CHAPTER 8

THE SOUTHERN DJMENSION

The naturce of the situation in the South flows from what lies bcehind two
contrasting sets of queues. One set, seen regularly in provincial capitals,
consists of long lines of young men applying to join the army. The look on
their faces has not hint of dare—devilry' patriotism or enthusiasm, but is
one of pure resignation. They are in their best dress, carrying files of
certificates and testimonials. Their bearing reflects too much Owe and gravity
for a job that herds them together and drives them forward to kill and

too often to have théilimbs blown up.

The other set also consists mostly of young men, not different in appearance
from those in the first. But these are young graduates in visa queues outside
Western embassies. It is said that a very small fraction of the 400 or so
young graduates receiving highly prized engineering degrees this year from
our universities, can be absorbed into employment. But emigration to Australia

for instance, will follow almost for the asking.

A research paper by public servants Kuhathasan and Beddewela published in
the Island (21st January) gives more frightening indications of the plight
of the youth. 36 bercent of Sri Lankan women remain unmarried. 41% of the
males and 35% of the females are unable to lead a family life due to economic

reasons. 22% of males and 14% of females do not have a house of their own. o

It was against this backdrop that the government was feeling nervous at the
prospect of 200000 Sri Lankans fleeing home from Saudi Arabia once war in
the Gulf appeared imminent. To appecase relatives who wanted them back even
as paupers, a report in the Sunday Observer first gave the impression that
its embassy was contacting them and making arrangements for their return.
But advertisements for jobs in Saudi Arabia kept appearing, apparently with
government approval. It finally turned out (Daily News, 24th January) that
the government was doing little, if anything, to challenge the Saudi position
that in view of most services being declared essential, exit visas are not
being issued. At least in the case of those from the North-East, the
government could say that in consideration of their safety, they may be

better off in Saudi Arabia. Those in Jaffna are not protected by anti-missile

missiles.
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If Sri Lankans have become amongst the most despiscd and devalued human
beings, crises which have matured over deccades cannot be entirely bl amed
on the present government. But a government must be judged by how much it
cared for the people, how much it did to unite them and how creatively it
handled problems. It must be admitted that the current politics, both
from the government and the opposition, can only enhance cynicism and

resignation.

Human Rights: The government controlled Daily News could often be clever

and convincing in its editorials. Its issue of 18th September 1990

addressed the question of burning bodies - an igsue brought into focus by the
police confiscating from an MP at the airport, dossiers on missing persohs and

photographs of burning bodies which were the property of the UN Human Rights

Commission.

While being ffank about the tragedy, it defended the government, attacking
thuman rights do-gooders' and suggesting that the subversive threat of the
JVP, which did not play according to Queensberry rules, could not have been
handled by legal niceties. Its final paragraph said:

wIt is best that the unfortunate and ugly chapter of this

nation's recent past be closed. There is no need to stir

dustbins in an effort to gain political mileage. What is

pecessary today, is to get rid of the causes that led to

the subversive rebellion and ensure that Sri Lanka will

never again have to re-live the terror or resort to the

counter measures of those weeks and months now passed."

1f that ofk repeated sentiment is genuine, there ought to have been an
admission that a blunder was made and thousands of innocents were killed
because the JVP, and the LTTE subsequently, subject the forces to unaccustomed
provocation. This should have been followed by some concrete measures to restum
human dignity and accountability before the law, followed by steps at

reconciliation. But what have we seen?

Several persons in the South whose surrender was overseen by the Independent
Surrender Commission appointed by the President, werc killed following their
release, after August. Replying to questions raised in parliament, the

Defence Minister suggested that these persons were criminals killed by angry

villagers.
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One political party, the NSSP, organised the mothers of dissappoared persona
1] i '
into 'Mothers of the Disappeared..A senior government minister roferred to thin

group as mothers of criminals!

The same logic applies in dealing with the Tamils. Despite repeated calls to
forget the past and talk peace, there are no steps being taken to give

Tamils confidence or check reprisals.

In the meantime elite sections of society go on as though the rest of the
country did not exist. Roman Catholic Bishéps and Mahanayake & bless the
President. The Minister for Defence will follow the Anglicnn-Bishop of
Colomko as chief guest at the Thoman Fair '91 in February, organised by his

old school St.Ttomas' College. He is sure to receive a public commendation

for the great iob he is doing.

In place of reconciliation, the country 18 being alienated and subject to
resentment at various levels. From which source will spring the next SOut

of violence remains unpredictable. Something looking harmless enough today may
change its chatacter in a crisis brought about by politics of this kind. Many
Kandyan Sinhalese for instance have observed that hundreds of burning bodie‘
appeared in the Central Province when a low-country Sinhalese was DIG. It

does not strike them so forcefully that the same thing happened when this same

_officer was in the Southern Province. Weldo not have & politics of reconciliation

that would combat tribalism.

The government appears to be trapped into a series of ill-fated decisions,
without the character or the imagination to end the cycle of brutality.
Finally everything boils down to Sensitivity regarding human rights in its
widest sense. We shall briefly examine how some key institutions have
responded to this politics in a manner that has wmade them part of the problem.

The role of the Opposition has been examined elsewhere in this report.
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The Press: In a normally functioning civil society, the press ought to

play a creative role in checking degenerative tendencies, presenting facts,
clarifying issues and raising questions. The direction here is determined

by the fact that journalists who want more openness and fairness find
themselves constrained by terror. The mainline press instead of giving
confidence to the oppressed and encouraging rationality, has only increased
alienation. Its pro~armed forces stance and selective reporting have further
alienated Tamils and large sections of the Sinhalese, and is by no means
even helpful to the armed forces, The Island on 1st November 1991, gave on
its front page a small report oﬁ 30 headless bodies in Thirukkovil, in the
east. The reaction from the Defence Ministry two days later was so harsh and
intimidating that this was never attempted again. What has been reported in
the press is a series of massacres of Sinhalese and Muslims by the LTTE.
There was little hint of the thousands of Tamils killed - including the
recent killing of 54 Tamils by the STF in the Amparai district in reprisal
for 7 STF men killed. With reporting of this kind, large numbers of Sinhalese
who experienced the forces at first hand, remain skeptical of what they are
told. For Tamils, such reporting combined with the general chauvinistic
undertone, reinforces the view ~ the Sinhalese cannot be trusted.

tobe

If the press was, part of a rational political process)it would,apart from
trying to understand the ethnic problem and checking unlawful behaviour by
the state, have tried to probe the nature of the LTTE, the internal drema
within where human beings are moulded, the nature of its international support
and its arms procurements. This is how a democratic society would handle

the problem. The armed forces are then held in check while being sensitive

to the human reality.

We have very little of that kind. What appears about the LTTEis mostly
unprofitable gossip taken out of context. We read about Balasingam's missing
dog four months late, jibes about Baby Brigades, gold sovereigns and
speculations about Prabakaran's health. Taken out of its tragic human
context, when Baby Brigades also deliver bloody noses, it becomes all the
more mystifying and demoralising. Indifference and lack of information, and
brutality coupled with mystification, are two sides of the same coin. Thus
to the Defence Ministry, the theft of 30 torch batteries became worthy of
citation as a ceasefire violation, while the army complains that during the

LTTE-Premadasa honeymoon, containers had slipped through the port of Colombo.
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Inspite of the army being lionised in the press and the jingoistic coverage
given to its activities, how really helpful has the press been even to the
army? The current Mossad Commission inquiry is revealing. When so many
things are wanting, it 18 probably not fair to judge officers by whether
they knew the difference between a circuit diagram for a radar system and
that of a vacuum cleanexr allegedly displayed by Elta Electronics of Israel.
But the officers who went there were no fools. They discovered tyat

Israel sold them three Dvora naval craftgwith defective generators, and tried
to sell others with engines tampered to run above design speed, to meet
tender specifications. It was plain that Israelis were hardly friends.
Almost certainly, who was making money would have been the subject of much
talk in officers’ mess’, Why did the press hold up Iarael as a ttiend7

Was it in the interests of the army to keep all this in the dark?

lJFthe Israelis brought in by the Americans were so deceitful and the LTTE's
arms supplies such a well kept secret, it was clear that the gove(yment's
reputation was such that Sri Lanka had next to no real friends. Why did the
press not gquestion this state of affairs? After all, the people of this
country, including the army, were paying the price! The bogeyman picked by
the press - the so called expatriate Tamil lobby - has now been shown to be

in reality a cardboard Tarzanm.

Take the manner in which the IPKF was sent out of this country. The army

had grave reservations about it. But the press joined in the euphoria

over the IPKF's departure. Even recently, the Island (2nd January) has,

with qualifications, commended it as a positive achievement of Premadasa.

We do not question the desireability of the IPKF's going. But its presence
was precipitated by historical developments concerning the Tamils. There was
no surgical option. No questions were wai@wed about what alternative security
was being given to the Tamils. The whole question was viewed chauvinisti-
cally. The LTTE-Premadasa talks were mainly about subcontracting to an

armed group, the right to do as it pleased with the Tamils. As early as
January 1988, a Tamil editor had his press blown up for saying that, to ditch
the Accord and talk to the government was to ride a clay horse. To the forces,

it meant stepping into a quagmire.
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When the press publishes something strong, it is scldom to do with healthy
democratic reasons. It usually mcant that there was a powerful lobby that was
unhappy. During September, the Sunday Island published an article by a former
diplomat, strongly protesting the moves to associate the name and the cause

of the Buddha with those responsible for murder and inhumanity.

One columnist in the Island has obviously been inspired by the army to give
vent to their grievances and signal its unhappiness with the recent ceasefire.

It came out with many things either viewed with approval at that time or

passed over in silence. It recounted the government's inaction over the killing

by the LTTE of Tamil MP's and the help given to the LTTE to decimate rival

groups and capture ams.

It recounted: "Helicopters were given to top terrorist leaders.... sophisticated

communication equipment and other items including machine pistols were
imported via an unsuspecting Sri Lankan defence official. All packages to the
Colombo based terrorists were sent through this official, informed sources
say.... Terorists were allowed to import containers full of supplies. All
these containers were cleared with full speed.... Ruling party leaders conti-
nously backe§ this bunch of criminals and the opposition failed to do much...
Hundreds of soldiers and well experienced officers had been killed in action.
All these were the result of the government allowing Prabakaran and ....

to gailn supremacy inthe North East, concerned people say..." (Sunday Island

6th January 1991).

There is 1little doubt that information such as what comes out during the
Mossad Commission inquiry which commenced sittings in Colombo during January,
will only hurt once powerful persons who had fallen from grace. The Commission
is inquiring into allegations made by Ostrovsky in his 'By way of deception’,
pertaining to Sri Lanka. It was also reported that two stars of Jayewardene's
cabinet were quizzed by the CID after Premadasa became President. The press
will not ask what Premadasa was doing all those years as Jayewardene's second?
Thege will hardly be commissions to investigate the disenfranchisement of
Mrs.Bandaranaike, the Welikade massacre, and the banning of Left parties as

the alleged orgenisers of the July 1983 violence.
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For a government that proliferates commissions and task

forces, there is remarkable resistance to appoint a commission
to inquire into the inquiry concerning the killing of journalist
Richard de Zoysa. The demand comes from the international
community and the opposition. There 1s thus a natural inhibition
on the part of journalists about probing too far. Even probing
into the LTTE's current gtrength may not leave the government

looking too good.

The press could be entertaining. But it has hardly been anyone's friend,
and of l1ittle help to the nation.

The Universities: The University of Peradeniya, when it was the

University of Ceylon, was an outstanding university in Asia. For a
university where lively political debate continued into the 70's,
now political discussion is taboo. The events of the 80°'s, the racial
violence, the civil war and then the JVP's terror and the govern-
ment's counter terror, have completely changed the character of the
universities. Students at Peradeniya have been warned by the autho-
rities not to come crying to them if they get into trouble with the
security forces. Most students who were forcibly kept away from their
studies by the JVP do not mind this. Like their counter-parts in
Jaffna, they are totally distllusioned with the politics they have
seen and share the same aim - to quickly get their cértificate and
get out of this country. Their experience which led to such

cynicism has also removed the need to think about the Iuture'of this
country and how they are goiwxz to live in it. They caré as little

for their fellow students as they do for the armed forces. If a fellow
student or staff member disappears, a widespread comment would be

that he asked for it.

In an atmosphere where students are discouraged from thinking about
political {ssues connected with justice and their collective well
being, the students who come into prominence are those prone to
hooliganism. The ideal Vice Chancellor in such situations is not one
inapired by groat ideas, but one who will play the Brigadier.

The Faculty of Kngineering which once produced Vicramabahu Karuna-

ratne, Lionel Bupage and Viswanandadevan is today a very different place.
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The staff too are painfully discovering that political issues are things that
they cannot isolate themselves from. For instance, many of the staff in
Engincering, Medicine and the Sciences are thosc who have striven to maintain
standards over years of contracting resources and staff, resisting the temp-
‘tation to emigrate. But the economic and political milieu is one where students
come out indifferent towards the country, its people, and looking towards Aus-
tralia and Canada. The staff in turn have to wonder what they are about in

terms of results achieved.

One legacy of the 80's is that right wing values - order, discipline, toughness
are held in widespread admiration. When it 18 said,(only this government can

k)
run this country, what they mean is that this country has no future and only

repression could keep discontent at bay, until at least they are safely out.

The universities, which are integral to the current politics, are thus of little
use in terms of giving direction to the nation. When it comes to solving the
nations problems, the end result of state repression is that rather than obtain

help, the government has in the universities, something nearing a white elephant

As is usual in cases of repression, people feel powerless and their world is

grceatly narrowed down to their personal concerns. They tend to jealously guard

personal privileges, whether deserved or undeserved. Take the performance of the,

universities during the current war. Only the Open University Teachers'’ Associa-
tion condemnced the bombing of civilians in the North in addition to the acts of
LTTE, and called for the government to bring the Tamils into 2 political process
by c]car[y stating the terms of a solution. Attempts by the OUTA to get the

rederation of University Teachers Association (FUTA) to move in the matter werce

of little avail.

There was then the matter of hundreds of students from the University of Jaffna
wanting transfers to universities in the South. Their reasons were varied.
Some had faced intimidation and feared returning to Jaffna. Some just could not
operate as self respecting persons under the LTTE regime. Some could not face
the physical insecurity created by the government 's campaign. Others felt a
mixture of these canser oy felt that the University of Jaffna was going to be
in-sa gtutv ot crisis for o loug time, and that they would be better off with &

degree from the South
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There was firstly the question of space and facilities. But it was a matter
requiring a principled response from Student s'and Teachers' Associations in
the South. Mcdical students from Jaffna who talked to Southern colleagues and
directly or indirectly with staff, found the response almost wholly negative.
These responses were largely based on gut personal feelings, such as a desire
to resfrict competition or the possibility of losing British Medical Council
recognition, which Jaffna lacked. Comments were reportedly made by staff such
as, 'We lost two years. Now it is their turn', or 'Sinhalese students cannot

study in Jaffna and we cannot even tour Jaffna. Why should we have them here?'.

While such feelings may be justified on a personal level, how do they help the
country and how politically prudent are actions based on such feelings? It is a
matter of regret to many in Jaffna that the university's base has been narrowed
down by the exclusion of Sinhalese and more recently of Muslims. The tide
cannot be turned overnight, but it is left to those conyerned persons to
promote non-sectarian and universal values through their actions. The southern
universities lost an opportunity to 1ift the stigma that descended on them in
July 1983. Some of these students will return to Jaffna with the feeling that

one cannot blame the LTTE too much.

By contrast, sensing an opportunity to score a tactical victory to discredit
the ideology of Eelam, even a UNP cabinet was able to rise above gut communal
feelings, and issue a directive to find places in the South for students from
the University of Jaffna wanting transfers. (Nevertheless it was doins much
else to give credence to that ideology). The universities were largely insen-

sitive, even to the point of being blind to national self interest.

While doing little that is Jaudable in the current context, one can be sure
that when everything is over, many had died and governments changed, there will
be from scholarly circles in the universities and other well funded isntitutes,

objective and very readable treatises on what is past and buried.

The Armed Forces: Over the last yecar, a number of items have surfaced in.the
press- to suggest strongly that there was much discontent among the forces,
particularly with the role into which the government (and the opposition by
default) was thrusting them. They have made their feelings felt through the

press and chiefly through Mrs.Bandaranaike, the leader of the opposition.
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In January 1990, Mrs.Bandaranaike made a statement on the floor of the House
[UTHRCJ), Report No.4}, alleging that army officers were being ordered to get
mixed up in political killings, particularly by co-operating with vigilante
units. She was careful to add that only a small minority was associated in this

and referred to a particular officer in the Army HQ.

There are strong indications that some officers had approached foreign embassiecsill
for help in leaving the country, because they disliked their orders. Following
the Richard de Zoysa killing, the press reflected puzzlement and dismay among
certain quarters of the security establishment. Some of them had even thought

of de Zoysa as their man.

Going by traditions built up since the early 80's, it would appear that the
average officer is not very sensitive about killing civilians. But many are by
indications sensitive about hit lists - particularly when there is the class

factor.

The political opportunism which pushed them unprepared into the current var, maddn
the forces both angry and irrational, further strengthening and legitimising

the LTTE. The President's boast about doing to the LTTE what was done to the

JVP, with its maéabre connotations, and the defence minister's rash promise to
wrap things up in two weeks, both came crashing down. The army found itself
feeling weak and demoralised. From the beginning of the war complaints have
surfaced that the army suffered by being deprived of air support because poli-
ticians were then using helicopters for other purposes. One such complaint
attributed to the former National Security Minister in an interview, was later
denied by him, and there was speculation about his political future under this
government. The last was made in parliament by Mrs.Bandaranaike, soon after

the Mankulam debacle in late November 1990. That was the time President Premadlll
was visiting Jaffna. A complaint also surfaced in the Sunday Times just after
Mankulam that wounded army personnel had suffered because of inadequate surgical
facilities. Government doctors were enjoined to volunteer. All these charges

were strenuously denied. The Minister for Defence angrily suggested in

parliament that arny personnel with SLFP affilistions were circulating such

falsehoods,
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It also surfaced in the press in carly December that a handful of senior

army officers had revealed their intentions of leaving the army, some at least
to emigrate. These dcpartinﬂ officers are often from model UNP families. There
is little doubt that the army senses that obligatory praisc apart, hardly
anyone loves them - in the South as much as in the North. Even the government
it would appear is not serious about them. They are not sensitive about those
whom they kill, but they keenly feel that they are being made to carry the can

for the failures of national politics.

It is ip the current context of political ineptitude and demoralisation in
battle, that plans have been announced to double the size of the army to about
100000. As we pointed out earller, the army recruits as much as the LTTE
recruits are victims of the system who are moved mai}y by circumstances. For
persons who have spent 20 years inthe army to rise to the rank of Colonel,

to resign and go abroad and live as nondescript persons in the West, can
come mainly from disillusionment. The country itsgelf is largely cynical.
School leavers among the elite are hardly likely to look upon army careers in

the earlier manner.

Expanding the army udner these conditions would bring about serious problens

of its own. A healthy non-elitist conception of the army could be achieved
under a different kind of politics. But he?e we are trying to induct into the
army disillusioned, deprived youth in an elite dominated society with its value
system in an acute state of crisis and confusion. For young army officers who
think of themselves as basically decent, it becomes painful to face che fact
that they are in an outfit where looting is virtually regularised. Amidst
political indecision, such an army is being pitched against an enemy that is
clear about its politics and plays its cards carefully. The pospects for the

army are not bright,

Expansion is also bound to heighten the tension between the professional and
non-professional types - a distinction probably blurred in practice. An
extreme example of the latter is a police officer, who in 1971 was reportedly
deemed disturbed, and instructions were given to keep him away from firearms.
He showed his potential in a political service he rendered in 1982 which found
disfavour in a court of law. Thereafter his career zoomed, reaching beights of
notoriety during the anti-Jvp campaign. The Richard de Zoysa affair brought
other names into public view. While such persons find favour in the present

political dispensation, many of their colleagues would feel uncomfortqblg.
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General: What we have here is a dominant ideology with its world view that
has not been challenged. A politics based on this is getting the country into
deeper crises with its misery)alienation and division. Under this dispensation
institutions including those of a liberal origin function in such a way as to
reinforce the crisis. The hold of this ideology is seen in that) with so much
at stake,(l:lvea and the future of the nation) while hedging for so long on
putting forward the basis for a solution, the President has to publicly seek
the advice of the chief Buddhist clergy - the Mahanayakes. The army which is a
victim of the whole procestz:still groping.. Even with increased numbers it does
not hope for victory. It only hopes to get the edge over the Tigers in terms
of brute force so as to pursue that old will-o-the wisp. That is to negotiate
from a position of strength with those with the guns, over the dea;! bodies of

thousands of ordinary people.

All this is being done with no idea of the consequences, as if India is far
away)there are not 200000 Tamil refugees in India, that Tamil Nadu politics is
not closely linked to Tamil politics here and that the IPKF was only a bad
dream. Suppose the LTTE is militarily smothered, what i1f Tamil sentiment turns

to India to intervene at any cost?

Again the govermnment though beleaguered from so many quarters appears strong
and stable, because the opposition has no cogent ideas and the government

is seen as the ablest practitioner to meet the demands and contingencies of
current politics. Only this government it appears can bridge the gap between
high sentiments and low deeds. Only it can hammer the Tamils today and embrace
the Tigers tomorrow. The tragedy is that these are seen as necessities by

influential sections.

Unless a new basis is found for Sri Lankan politics and the opposition sees
its way to articulating human rights with greater consistency than for mere
effect, we are in for greater tragfdies. It is notable that the opposition

while campaigning over human rights violations in the South has come up with no

ideas about the Tamil problem except to continue the military thrust. Too many

- opposition speeches suggest that care should be exercised in the North,not

because there are human beings there, but so as not to give India an excuse to
intervene. This gives substance to angry allegations by the government implytng
that when they feel threatened, the opposition would opt for repression, howevey

crude.

APPENDIX 1

112

. A. welcomes ceasefire, urges
regional self-government

International Alert appreciates that the Sri

Lankan

Government has responded to the LTTE's ceasefire of 1st
January by declaring a8 7 day tentative ceasefire {rom

4th  January.

Echoing demands from inside as well as outside S

Lanka, International Alert

calls upon the Sri

Lankan

Government and all political parties in the county to
take this opportunity to make a serious and clear 91f§r
of regional self-government for the Tamil people within

a united Sri Lanka.

This could well be done along

the

lines of federal or similar arrangement prevailing in many
countries around the world without impairing their unity,

says |. A, representative

Colombo.

he international commu-

nity — long concerned with
the grave situation in Sri
Lanka — should = welcome in
principle the unilateral cease-
fire by the Tamil guerilla LTTE
as from lIst January 1991. The
international commuunity should
look forward to a considered
and prompt constructiveresponse
by the Government of Sri Lanka.

In Sri Lanka as clsewhere in
the world, experience shows
that a ccascfire, in order to be
more than a tactical gesture and
actually be conducive to meaning-
ful peace talks, must be accom-
panied by practical guarantees
and be impartially monitored.

GUARANTEES

In the circumstances found in
the North and East regions of
Sri Lanka, where the Sri Lankan
army and the Tamil guerrillas
have been fighting with big
losses on both sides and causing
tremendous  loss of life and
high levels of material destruc-

tion among the population,
there can be no better guarantee
to start with than a solemn

agreement by all sides to fully
respect the main rules of the
international law of armed
conflict.

Such am agreement would
immediately test the intentions
of all combatants and start
building confidence within both

Eduardo Marino,

recently in

the Sri Lankan army and the
Tamil guerrilla as well as among
the population at large.

In practice this would include
a commitment to:

—~ release all hostages and
not to take amy more
hostages;

— stop all torture and execu-
tions of captives and priso-
ners;

— stop using civilians in
mine-clearing operations;

— stop recruiting for combat
boys and girls under 15;

— stop bombing and shelling
populated areas;

— stop all reprisals on civi-
lians including food block-
ades;

— stop all acts of terrorisation
of civilians as a means of
obtaining their support, and
all looting as a way of
compensation of combatants.

— allow bumanitarian access
to all prisoners of war.

These measures accompanying
the ceascfire would immediately
transform for the better the
conflict scenario.

Any credible ccasefire demands
impartial monitoring. -

MONITORING

The United Nations (UN)
and the International Commit-
teec of the Red Cross (ICRC)
have alrecady been performing
excellent work in Sri Lanka
for some time. The former has
been present in the form of
the UN High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) in the North
and Bast provinces. The latter
has becn represented by a
delegation of the ICRC rendering
a variety of humanitarian ser-
vices throughout the country.
Neither the UN nor the ICRC
are bodies foreign to Sri Lanka
but agencies of the international
system of which Sri Lanka is
a member with both rights and
duties.

This is why the Government
of Sri Lanka could consider
seeking the services of both the
UN and the ICRC to jointly
monitor impartially the cease-
fire and the compliance with
the humanitarian guarantees.
This could conceivably be done
by way of widening the opera-
tional mandate of both the UN
and the ICRC in Sri Lanka
now, also in the spirit of the
many precedents of cooperation
between the UM and the ICRC
in other parts of the world.

International  Alert is well
aware of the favourable dispo-
sition of many governments to
back up in various ways a very
serious, sincere and enlightened
peace-cffort in Sri Lanka at
this point — and to cooperare
in reconstruction and develop-
ment  thereafter. International
Alert is mainly aware of the
cry of the people in war regions

for peace with human rights
and self-determination  with
democracy.

A properly monitored cease-
fire between combatants toge-

ther with . the humanitarian
guarantees to safeguard non
combatants may- be the first

effective step.
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The War in the
North-East

The war which is going on in the
North and the East has left 8 large
aumber of people amid desth and
destruction. Peopie do not feel that the
government is tresting them as thelr
citizens. The bitterness againstthe Srl
Lenkan army and fear is still lingering
on. The happenings in the Eastern Pro-
vince and other areas rightly or wrong-
ly reinforced their view that the Sin-
hals army and political establishment is
bent on destroying the Community, On
the other hand they detest LTTE's des-
tructive potitics and feel angry sbout
everything happening around them. If
the government and the politicians In
the South do not understand the com-
plexity of the problem and the trauma
faced by the Tamil and the Muslim peo-
ple in the North and the East, then
they will do more damage to national
unity of this Country than anybody eise!

The people eré cynical about the
guarantees on the part of the govern-
ment in solving the crisis in s proper
and human way. Instead of openly and
clearly putting forward a concrete frame
work in which the government seeks to
find a solution 10 the ethnic problem
snd to cenvass the opinion among the
Sinhala masses and other political par-
ties for consensus. it is dragging on
with vague promises. After all these tra-
gedies have not taken place for the
very first time. These have happened in
this country ; if we are not going to
have 8 leadership which has the cou-
rage and the wisdom to put forward an
scceptable solution to the ethnic
problem based on regions! sutonomy
tor Federal se1-up (which are the stan-
jdard frameworks in which the ethnic

» problems are being managed in most of

|
1

the countries). then the future of our
couniy seems to be very bleak indeed.
On the other hand the weay in which
the government responds to the dem-
snds of every quarter seems 1o imply
that only the might of the gun is being
respecied by them!'

Theresponse meted out to the demo-
cratic forces led to despair end frus-
tration of the Youlh and lead 10 8 form
of destructive politics which resulted in
meaningless desttuclion in our land.
Therefore atter sceing sod meeting the
people of Jattna, | wish to pul forwerd
the following requests 1o show sensi-
tiveness to the peopie’s need there and
to meke them feel that they ere s part
of our Nation. The folowing measures
have to be taken immediately to save
the situation fiom ruin  and to avoid
large scale dcath end destruction at
least, at this ilast moment.

(1) I issfact that the people there
do not heve confidence in the
government . end they sie also
8geinst the destructive politics of
the LITE group. They feel that
they ace between the Devil snd
the deep ses. Large number of
youths are  cynical  about the
whole thing but they.sis power.
I7d and fearful that it the army

comes then their lives will not be
spared. At present peopte cannot
move out of Jaffna that easily.
More than that, large scale effort
is taken by the LTTE to force
directly or indirectly all the peo-
ple mainly the youths 1o get
involved in some activities in the
hope that the army treat them as
LTTE. Under these circumstances
youths do not have sny option
but to join them with the feeling
that we fight and die instead of
dying in vain. Therefore unless
the government and the armed

forces understand this and take’

maeasures to give confidence to
those youths, that there are alter-
natives for them, they will force
a large number of people into
the destructive political path. For
this, mere assurances are not
enough to convince the youths.
We need concrete proposals to
deal with this situstion. if the
government announces that cer-
tain organizations such as chur-
ches, temples, etc., ss well as IC
RC and some International Orge-
nizations to oversee the process
of arrest, It will give them some
confidence. They can be asked to
gather in Refugee camps super-
vised by the ICRC (and other
NGO'’s help can also be obtained
in this regard). And the srmy
when they want to arest, they
should be registered with the IC
RC 1o make sure no ill-treatment
is meted out 1o them in simy's
custody. In this wasy the peopie
will hsve confidence that their
lives will be saved. Peopie sre
also scared 10 go to Refuges
Camps s they siso fear that the
LITE might provoke the army.
Therefore it is éssential that
these camps should have some
international representation. It is
unreasonable and unworkable to
transter the whole Jafina populas-
tion to Vavuniya. The destruction
of properties seems to be & pat-
tern as far as the Sri Lankan
srmy is concerned. lts going to
alienate the people mose and
more and the bitterness will last
long.

The minors who are canying sems
are also in fear of their lite. lt is
necessary foi a sesponsible gov-
ernment to handle tlus situation
with care. All of them should be
given amnesty and allowed 10
go back 1o schools

Thete sre incidents whete the
army have killcd those youths
who »ie desperate and are trying
10 flee the country with their fam-
ilies. Apart trom few incidents the
captured persons are being badly
treated. Those who are fleeing
from Jotina to india at this mom-
ent are invasiably cynical sbout
LYTE politics. If the army would
not understand them and if they
treat them like this, naturally they
ate bLound to leel sympathetc to
Tigers' ceuse.

{4) The State patronage given to the

Sinhala colonization is well-known.
The heavy destruction in villages
around Trincomaleo has created
fear amongst the Tamils that the
eatlier progtamme of colonization
is going to continuve. it is to be
noted that it is a sad fact that
certain national papers argue this
course of action to counter the
LTTE's action against Sinhala civ-
itians ; which shows how igno-
rant snd imresponsible they are.
It is this approach that inherently
breeds destructive politics. If the
State uses its power to demons-
trate its sbility to create insecu-
rity to the minority and by
which they can subjugate them,
then they are sowing seeds for
future destruction, Thetefore its
time for the government to
assure  the Tamil people that
they will not continue with this
type of politics. It is also morally
wrong for the government 1to
colonize a large number of poor
people in these areas for thelr
short-sighted politics.

Hope that the government will
fulfill the above demands to win the
people’'s confidence and provide a con-
crete solution to this ethnic issus. The
two major com ith are speaking
two different jangusges and majority
in both communities also practices two
different religions. This shows the nat.
ure and the depth of the problem!
Therefore it should be taken very.seri-
ously and the solution be found to
enhance national unity on the basis of
the multi-ethnic. mutti-cultural, muth-
religious nature of our society for @
lasting peace !! Hope we have learnt
our lessons from our short-sighted poli-
cies whichruined the whole nation 11|
(These are some reflections made aftet
{ have seen, heard and touched Jaffnd
and its people. My visit to Jeflna was
from the 17th September 1990).

{Sgd.) Fr. Dudiey Attanayake

Bleeding Peace

Oh! Bleeding Peace
Nothingness can do everythingy
for yo' tun
grudge upon you
Yes,
everything plucks
your tovely feathers
fiving for the day.

Ohi Bleeding Peace
‘you try lo fly
without any feather
like wretched's hope

On! Bleeding Peace
Nothingness can do
everything for yo' turn

Oont Bleeding Pesce
You sre
Nothing but
bleeding Life.

A Kumerasiri

1

CHRISTIAN WORKER 3rd Qr. V!

Note:

In this report we have brought out certain features of the
present political phenomepan in the North‘ and East to raise
awareness of the situation. We cannot effectively tackie the
human rights issues in isolation unless we understand the political
environment in which the violations are taking place. Hoﬁrﬁedia
is being manipulated, emotions have been raised, surveillance is
being carried out, dissent has bgen suppressed are matters of
concern for anyone who cares about the fate of people. " The
reality in which character degeneration is 80 widespread and
terror has crept into the minds of people make any semblance of
normalify very deceptive. The legitimate fear and the 4insecure
feelings of the Tamil community against the Sri Lankan state is
being harnessed to tﬁe full by the LITE to legitimise their hold
on the people. In a sense the destructive politics is being
institutionalized to such an extent that no Tamil political
group 18 in a position to represent the interests of the people.
Unless this politics is replaced, talking about human rights
violations is a meaningless exercise. We hope that our reports
will play a role ih:that direction.
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