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aorat GE Sunday Telegraph ...
India’s My Lai

OVER 50 Tamil civilians, including women anc children,
appear to have been murdered in a raid on a village by Indian
troops who were originally sent to Sri Lanka to restore peace,
So India joins the melancholy list of powers which, though
democratic and based on the rule of law, have not always
prevented a breakdown of moral restraint among their armed
forces serving abroad. It is India’s My Lai. Or perhaps it is her
Amritsar.

From Nehru onwards, India’s leaders have lectured the
world about how to behave. But, it anything, this massacre is
worse than My Lai. Then American troops simply ran amok.
Inthe Sri Lankan village, the Indians seem to have been more
systematic; the victims being forced to lie down, and then shot
in the back. Yet India would long have had us believe that
such horrors are largely perpetrated by Western powers with
imperialist antecedents.

Such horrors occur when troops are cooped up in a situation
which looks likely to have no solution or end, and have
themselves been the victim cof terrorist atrocities. Post-
colonial Indians, then, are no different from the rest of
bumanity. The massacre does not mean that India’s political
system is any less democratic and legally-based than did My
Lai of Amenca’s. But we await the naming by New Delhi of
the Indian version of Lieutenant Calley, the American officer
in command 2t My Lai, and his punishn:ent.
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THURSDAY, August 24, 1989

Another warning

VELVE’I'I‘ITURAI, the small town on Sr .
northern coast, has become a blemish on the
army which it will find hard to live down. The ¢
account of the IPKF's attack on August 2 on the re

of the town given by David Housego, the Corresponc
the Financial Times, London, after a visit there sho
barbarity of it all. It shows too the lunacy of what is
on in that hapless country. The LTTE ambushed an
patrol in the market-place. The Indian jawans fired
and followed up with chilling reprisals against the in
tants. According to the local Citizens’ Committee,
enraged troops left 52 civilians dead and set fire to
houses. There have been other incidents of this kind, o
of them provoked by the LTTE, in the last two years
this is the most shocking of them all. It has again serve.
underline the high cost the men of the IPKF have hac
pay in terms of earning a bad name.
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