Jaffne, Thursdoy the 20d of January, 1898,

RIGHTEOUSNESS BYALTETH 4 NATION: BUT SIN IS A REPROACH T0 aNY PEOPLE.

' PEARL FISHERY OF 1890.
POTICE is  hereby given that a Pearl Fishery will take place ab Marichikaddi,

in the Island of Ceylon, on orabout February 20. 1890.

The bank to

be fished

5 the Muttuvarathu Paar, 5 to 7} fathoms water, lying oft Duatch Bay, partly fished
n March last, now estimated to contain oysters sufficient to employ 100 boats for 30
ays with average loads of 8,000, each boat fully manned with divers per day.
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It is therefore necessary that such bpatowners and divers as may  wish to be

rmployed at the said fishery should be at Marickikaddi on or before Febroary (5
ext, and it is notified that the first day's fishing will take place|on or about February

20, if possible.

3. Marichikaddiis on the mainland, eight miles by sea south of Sillavaturai, and
supplies of good water and provisions can be ovtained there equal to Sillavaturai,

4,

up to sale in such lots as may be decnmed expedient.

5.
similar occasious.

6. All payments to be made in ready moiey in Ceylon currency.
7. Drafts on the Banks in Colombo or bills on the Agents of this Government
in India, at ten days’ sight, will be taken, on ietters of credit being produced to warrant

the drawing of such drafts or bills,

The fishery will be conducted on account of Government, and the oysters put

The arrangements of the fishery will be the same as have been usual on

8. For the convenience of purchasers, the Treasurer at Colombo and the different
Sovernment Agents of Provinces will beauthorised to,receive cash deposits from parties
intending to become purchasers, and receipts of these officers will be taken in payment

any sums due on account of the fishery.
Y.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Colombo, December 19, 1885.

Ko deposit will be received for a less sum than Rs. 250.

By His Excellency's command,
E. NoEL WALKER,
Colonial Secretary.

Wtatement of the Valuation aud produce of 15,000 Oysters-takenfrom-the Mututvarathu Paar in Nov. 1889,

.8 i Total : ,
Cal: Total i v
fWalue.[ Mer | Per |
i i C’levvu.lkalangey. I
i Y "Ik, M | K. M. (RS, ets. Rs, cts. | I
1 Anatari 1 2()\ 1] 45/320 e ST . e Ue.‘:.vmmm
2 Kuruval Kalippui —| 1}60/320 e 152D — | 8( do
3 PiSle ...= —i 1 —_— %% ngg 22 11 38 LY 2 star pagodas
4 Ani 30/1{23/320{. &l — | 629 — 25 do
5 Pisal I - Bl af — 94 e (i 2 do
6 Kodai ——i 4 — 1s gibs 16 6 69 Ficth 1 do
7 Kalippu 50 38|38/320 1o 13824 — |8 do
8 K}nuval —: 4 — b Te@1] 4 —_ 6 do
9 Pisal — 3| — 1 — B, Gk DA 2.do
10 Kodai —1 2 — 3% 7% 4 954 — 1 do
1 Ani 80..31'20/320] & — | 5 46Fin-= 125 do
2- Anatari —i3115/320 1, aeG RN = 116 do
3 Kalippu — 6] 40/320, 1 — 1330 s 8" do
4 Kuaruval —18/ — 242 2a8E ) = & 6 do
5 Pisal L 332! e RS s kL o 2 do
6 Kodai e o T*%} 9.2 10 ) 15 958 — j BSEG 1y;
7 Vadivu 100k A2l 8
8  excluding 200 — 19211 512 14247190 311190 31 {15 do
9  Madanku 400 —| 1231 155¢ ‘
v weny —
: |
1“}11 6’00[——- 411111 73351 b v e
800—| — | l4# 121749 87} — 18 do
« {1000 —| — 154
Maswtal .| —f 2 {1 3840 1180001600 $ 16 90 | — - |24 do
‘ i 9131z — [296 63
Shell Pearls .| —— — | 9 | 9 | — | 393
\ * 30 2}2 300 00
erage per 1,000 Oysters, Rs. 20. PRI w@gy"g\i
Qw. 5. Q5. Qedeepaibng Quamesrdy, > Merch's
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SALE OF VALUABLE PROPERTIES AT
VALVETYTURAIL

The Attorney of the official Liguidator of
{ Oriental Bank Corporation in Colombo
| is prepared to receive offers for two valu-
| able properties situated at Valvetyturai
i lately belonging to Therumaniyar Peria-
tamby of Valvetyturai. Substantially built
houses are on the premises and they adjo-
in each other. One of them is at present
the post office of the place, and the other
a large store with ample accommodation.
Also 12 other lots of land situated at
Valvetyturai, Kerudavil and Valluveddi,
late the property of said Therumani-
yar Periatamby.
Further particulars may be obtained on
application to the Agent of the Bank in
Jaffna.

READY FOR SALE.
A cheap Tamil Almanac for 1890.
Price 3 cents a copy. Postage 2 cents
for 9 copies.
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With this number we begin our Jubilee
Year, or the fiftieth year of the history of
the “Morning Star” 1t has had a some-
what chequered career, varying ureatly

in its size, number of subscribers, general
character, editors, ete.

THE

It was started as
a periodical for general information but
with aspecial religious characteras publish-
ed by the American Mission. It still
stands as substantially ‘a Mission paper,
although the Tamil pages are edited by
Mr. Arnold, and the HEnglish pages are
supplied in part by several contributors.
For one year, while it was edited by
Messts, Arnold and Asbury, the size was
doubled and’ the edition increased, and
endeavors were made to make it more in-
teresting,but theincome was not increased
suffiziently to meet the increased expense.
On several other occasions clouds have
dimmed the brightness of our Star, but it
has kept on its way,and we hope has been
true to its name, not only giving light
but,also the promise of abrighter day. The
old saying isthat the times change and
we change with them. In these times a

newspaper holds a different office from -

that which it occupied 50 years ago. This

is true in any land and 1is especially true
in Jaffoa. There are now at least a half
dozen sheets competing for the privilege
of keeping Jaffnese supplied with news.
A newspaper in order to be successful must
meet the popular taste, to some extent
at least, and 1n order to be the most use-
ful it must to some extent control the
popular taste. Each paper combines these
two objects of meeting the popular taste
and controlling it, aceording to the ability
with which it is edited, and the object it
A Mission paper makes the
second _point of the most i portance,wnd

" only cares for successin order to influence

for good. Yet in order that it may do
good it is necessary that it be attractive
and that it give both what the public
wants and in a form more or less pleasing
to the public. This we aim at, and believe

we have succeeded to some degree. 3
subscription list is a good feeler of the

public pulse, and we have good reason to
feel thay our course is acceptable to the
pubiic. Bat, as we said, the times are
changing, and a paper “which appears
only twice a month cannot give very
It is for this reason that in
our English pages we have not attewmpted
to give very much of foreign itews, and
telegrams, because we are aware that
many of our Euglish speaking readers
have such news from other sources. It
has been suggested that we celgbrate our
Jubilee by making the papera Weekly.
If this were done we could properly give
more of general news. But it isa
whether our patrons would like the
change well enough to pay vhe extra cost.
If the circulation were somewhat increased
we could send out a Weekly for Rs. 2.
or so per year. We would be glad to
hear from our subscribers as to the desi-
rability of such a change. We have been’
asked to give room for ¥. M. C. A. news
from time to time, and we gladly do this,

recognizing the fact that the future of

Jaffna isin the hands of the young men
of the present.

We will not presume to predict much
for the new year. The outlook is en-
couraging. Cholera has apparently been
banished.The year ofleast rainfall has pass-
ed, and there will be more of this. bene-
diction of the skies, though less than the

average, The year opens with special

MORNING STAR:

question |

activit
system, which prowmises well for activity
in this small dependency called the earth.
A large pearl fishery is promised which
will give ' work to feed many hungry
mouths, aud, we may hope will  bring so
abandant a harvest of the sea as to en-
sure the speedy construction of the
Norvtbern Railway. A new Governor
comes in May or June, and, although Sir
Arthur Gordon has ruled well and done
much for the interests of the Colony, the
people naturally expect more from a new
man. What isknown of Sir Arthur Have-
lock is favourable, and many arve hoping
that he will encourage the Railway.

The four Missioners give Jaffna a short
visit in the first week. Let us hope that
this stimulus to the Week of Prayer may
make it'a week of blessing, and a year of
special advance In spiritual matters.
There is also hope of the noted Evangelist
Rev. B. Fay Mills coming to J atfna
during the year.

Dr. Marsten is ready to begin hiswork -

with the new year, but the house is wait-
ing for the roof tiles which are expected in
a fow days, and he prefers to remain
where he is until the houseis ready,rather
than move so often. The funds for bis sup-
port, have not yet been secured, but it is
hoped that satisfactory arrangements will
be made very soon.

PusBLIC INSTRUCTION.

We have received with other public
documents the Report of the Director of
Public Instruction for 1838. He reports
an increase of
boys and 1902 girls, making a total of 919
schools with 46,322 boys and 20,078 girls.
The total in all sehools is 131,171, an in-
crease of over 10,000 during the year.
Yet the number presented for examina-
tion is much [65s Ehan half of whole. The

proportion of thé population in school im--

proves every year. It is how 1 in 21,
while the Northern Province leads with
lia 12. The Director thinks something
must be done to prevent teachers keeping
back unprepared papils in oraer to get a
good percentage. In Government Schools
a sliding scale is employed, giving
higher rates where the number of pupils
is greater. But as the new English' Code
males more radical changes those will
fivst be considered. That Code awards a
“gereral grant” upon the report of the
Tuspector, all the children being required
to be present, and if it is found that the
school is not_efficiently conducted it gets
no grant at all a second year. We need
to have thig system explained more fully
~pefore we can intelligenbly judge it, but
it strikes us as putting more irresponsible
power in the hands of the Inspectors.
Such power is always liable to abuse even
by the best of men, and the safest way i3
to make every one responsible to some tri-
bunal for hisactions. The present system
is developing this too much, as it seems to
us. It is no doubt very annoying to Tn-
spectors to have theiv work called into
question by Managers and Teachers. But

teacher nor the manager knows the ques-
tions and answers, paturally engeuders
| in their minds & suspicion of unfairness
\ especially when those who were consider-
ed well prepared fail in the examination.
*1t is highly desirable that the Govern-
ment by its methods should avoid any
semblance of neglect to encourage edu-
cation, or of a desire to make the grant as
low as possible. We do not say this is
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~calves against the attacks of justice.

We note that the Gilehrist Scholarship
will be awarded in teylon every third
year enabling the  successtul student to
stucy eungineering s€ience in Euvope. The
Director is pleased at this, and yet would
have preferred * competition with India, in
which on an average, Ceylon has been
successful against her big sister, Indiz, in
alternate years.”

There is an interesting report on the
progress of improved agriculture giving
the results of experiments with improved
ploughs and with “planted out” paddy,
both by agricultural instructors and ( what
is more important) by villagers. Either
of these improvements increases the out-
turn and reduces the expense, thus
much increasing the profits. We would
like to see brought out more clearly a fact
'which was proved at Madras, and whnich
is of special importance to Jaffna farmers,
who cannot irrigate fromstreams and that
is, that the use of the improved plough
prevents so great loss when the rainfall
is deficient.

Eocal and Gencral.
—_MaDRAS UniversrTy. The numbers registered for— e

the _Examiqations of this University show a slight
falling off in comparison with ¢ke figures for 1888.

The following are the figures: 1888 1889.
Matriculation ¥ 7433 7,165
First in Arts 2.018 2,008
B. A. (Language Branch) 576 827

Journal of Education.

__PerjukyY IN JAFFNA.—In spite of * the efforts
made by the judicial authorities to check this ery-
ing evil of the day, perjurers, far from givingup
their profession or habit,only seem to fortify them-
There is reas-
on to believe that more perjurers are to be found in
Jaffna than in any other town in Ceylon. The in-
different way in which some regard telling a lie
or two in the witness-box or modifying or giving
colour to an actual fact to benefit their “own gide’” i
would impress a stranger; unaequainted—witlt the 4
Tamil literature, with the idea that morality was at
a low ebb among the Tamils. The sweet moral
poems of «Auval” who says \that ‘“Thistles { will
grow, ant hills will rise (signs of desolation and
decay) and the goddess of misfortune will ever re-
side, in the very dwelling house of those,  who
knowingly give false evidence” indicate the high

o
gense of honor which characterized our ancestors.
QCertainly the detection and punishment of per-
jurers, will alone bring about an effectual check.
The policy adopted by Mr. Justice Dias in
summarily bringing a perjurer to conviction is
more than commiendable. We hope all our judi-
cial functionaries will follow this excellent ex-

ample. Com.

__Tiex CuLture. We have before advocated
this for the Jaffna lagoons and shallow seas. Now
the Government Agent of the Central Province,
Mr. LeMesurier is pushing it for fresh water ponds.
He says that Ceylon imports about a million ru-
pees worth of dried fish, which costs so much as to
be aluxury, when it ouglht to bean warticle of daily
consumption by the poorest- A fish diet is one of
the most nutritious as it is one of the pleasantest;
and, given an abundance of fish in every village,
we should seldom hear of famine or want again.
In nitrogenous alimenfary matter fish is a little
more than two and a half times as rich as rice or,
in other words, will serve in this respect to support
two and a half times as many human beings:—
fish and rice are good complements of each other,
the one being rich in what the other is poor.”
To illustrate the ease with which ponds might be
stocked he quotes from a report of an experiment
by Mr. Thomas in Tanjore. There was a pond of
three to five azres near his house, and having had
it cleaned out for sanitary purposes, he put in two
ths. of young fish costing two annas, or with bring-
ing, two rupees. He prohibited fishing for 18
months. But after that 4000 1b, of good fish were
taken out the first year, and subsequently much
more, and all this with no expense except the first Rs.
9. He adds, “what a splendid addition to their food
and store in time of need such a pond would be in
a native village. If Government would only vote
a small sum yearly in aid of the undertaking, a be-
ginning could soon be made.” Jaffna has a few
ponds that do not dry up, where the experiment
could be tried, but the best places are in the Vanny.
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