Jaffna, Thursday tho 16¢h

Ha "2.

c«‘ ct.‘

RECEIPTS FOR THE MORNING STAR.
1889.

Colombo Mr. R. Ry A. Sivasangara Deik-

shathar | 1.50
1890

S Mr. R. Ry A. Sivasangara Deik-
shathar .50

Chundicully Rev. G. T. Fleming, and Messrs.

C. C. Handy B. A.. J. P. Vanni-

tamby, M. Luther, and the
Boarding house 6.25
Manippay ~ Mr. Adams 1.25
Pallai Mr. W. Deed .87
Mr. R. Ry S.K.Annappilly Avl. 1.75

India

Liocal and General.

—We learn that J. P. Lewis Esq. has been ap-
pointed Director of Public Instruction.

—The regular meeting of the Jaffna College
Alumni Associalion ‘will be held in Otley Hall
Saturday evening November 1st commencing at
$-30 o’clock. The subject for discussion is con-
<cerning. the relative importance of railway commu-
nication for Jaffng or the improving of sea com-
munication and harbors  Friends of the College
are invited to be present.

—THE ANNUAL MEETING. As announeed in our
last number, the annual meeting of our churches
was held at Batticotta, on Thursday the Sth Inst.
Rev. W. W. Howland presided. The gathering
was nearly as large as usual, notwithstanding the
unfavourable state of the weather in the morning
over 500 adults being present. The rain which
threatened did not fall, and the day was pleasantly
cool and cloudy throughout. At 10-45 A.M. the
service began, and the College choir led the sing-
ing. The devotional part of the service being over,
the venerable chairman called upon the several
speakers appointed for the occasion and made brief
choice remarks when each of them was called in
his turn. Mr. C. P. Anketell came first, and dwelt
at length on the noble evangelistic work of the
American Board which has extended its mission to
22 various parts of the World. Mr. S. Hensman
came next, and spoke encouragingly of the evan-
gelistic work of the churches through their agents
in the adjoining Islands of Valanai, Punkerative
and Delft and urged the necessity of increased
help to do the work more effectually. Rev. L.
Paul was the third epeaker. His subject was the

RIGHTEOUSNESNS EXALTETH

S e e

A NATION:

rankal, Puttoor East and West .and Madduville
North. 13 cases were reported for Monday last
from thess localities. ‘

—AN ADVERTISEMENT. The “IHindu Organ” of
ithe 8th inst. publishes a cutious-alvertisement over
the signatures of 12 men of Kantharodai and 4 of
Sandirippai. This notice it appears was intended
to threaten the mission workers preaching in those
fields and.to specially prevent them from carrying
the gospel .truths into the homes of those whose
names appear in the notice. = It is not the object of
our workers to compel others to accept the Christi-
an faith, or to smuggle its truths into the homes of

- -those who reject them. Truths cannot be hidden.

Straits Settlement. He gave a geographical des- -/

cription of the several localities commonly known
as Singapore where our young men have gone in
numbers in search of some situation and called the
attention of the audience to the indispensable ne-
cessity of some sort of christianizing agency among
those young men away from home and christian
influence. In his address reference was made to
Rev. H. L. Hoisington the ex-pastor of the Udu-
ville church who oifered his services to the Ameri-
can Methodist Mission at Singapore. Mr. W.
Wallaee was then called, and he spoke by inter-
pretation. He gave a brief sketch of the wonderful
work the Y. M. C. A. has done in Europe and
America and the rapid spread of the organization
all over the World. Rev. T- S. Smith was the last
speaker. He arrived at Jaffna, from the Pulny
Hills, the very day the meeting was held and in
good time attended the meeting to describe his
pleasant experience at the Hills and to beautifully
teach his hearers, the blessedness of ascending
heavenly heights from the wretched Valley of the
World to experience there, happy times and beauti-
ful visions. The first sessions was for three full
hours, and after an intermission of 15 minutes the
service.of the sacrements commenced. Rev. R. C.
Hastings and B. H. Rice officiated, and the christi-
ans sat at the table of our Lord partook of the
bread and wine. About I to 3 the meeting was
over and the large gathering soon dispersed.

—THE GRAND BAzaAR. Since the small bazaar
accident, the supervisors of public buildings are on
the alert, much for the good of the public. The
large buildings in the Grand bazaar are having
their tiles removed, and after making the necessary
repair on the posts and the timber work the roofs
will be covered temporarily with cadjans instead
of tiles as before.

—CuoLERA. The places infected at present by
this fearful epidemic are Thondaimanar, Pt, Pedro,
Thanukkarakurichi, Karanavai, Pataimany, dva-

The more any people strive to keep out the truths
‘of the gospel from their homes, the more they have
found to their greatest astonishment that the Bible
‘cannot he resisted. Itis atoo powerful weapon
for them to kick against. The very printing estab-
lishment of Voltaire which issued volumes against
the Bible is now more rapidly than before sending
out volumes of the Bible which it once resisted.
St. Paul did more horrible acts than preventing
the preachers from entering his heme, Christ our
master has taught us not to enter the houses of

" those who reject and oppose the truths of his gOs-

pel when preached to them at their homes.  Com.

—J. A. B. 8. Resolution re Rev. E. Rigg’s de-
parture . “This meeting bids farewell to the Rev.
E. Rigg upon his departure to England, expressing
its gratitude for the happy and useful associ-
ation it has had with him in various capacities,
and its hope that a long, useful and blessed,career
may be granted him in searching out and declaring
the doctrines of the Word of God"—A.E.Restarick,

Secretary, J.A.B.S.

—INDIAN DirEcTORY. We have been requested
to furnish various items about ourselves for the
Indian Directory. Among others “we were asked
to state our principles and . special objects,”’ to
which we reply “published by the American Mis-
sion with object of advancing the cause of Christ
by the diffusion of intelligence and ' instruction
from a Christian stand point.

—THE TaAMIL FAMILY . PROVIDENT ~ASSOCIATION.
We have received a copy of the Rules of this so-
ciety which was establised in Colombo only last
month. It is a kind of mutual life insurance so-
ciety. Each member pays a fee of Rs. 5 which at
hig death will be returned to his nominee with an
amount of money, equal to one rtupee for each
member of the society less the cost of collecting.
None over 60 years of age are to be admitted and
those over 50 when admitted will secure only 75
cts. from each member. The idea is good, and
the names of the managers indicate reliability.
Yet we imagine that many of the members will
find it irksome to pay a rupee whenever a member
dies. Some mutual insurance societies have been

and continue to be successful, but many have had

only a temporary prosperity.

—CHUNDICULL SEMINARY.  We are glad to leara
that the Chundiculi Seminary has been raised to
the standard of a College and is styled St. John's
College taking the name of the adjoining church,
and that the head teacher is to be ordained.

—WEATHER. Aftera few long anxious days of
drought, the cultivators hoped for better times for
the paddy plants,from the rain which fell last week.
and began weeding operations. = There  was not
however, sufficient rain, though more was expect-
ed from the state of the weather. But sincc Satur-
day last the weather has been very unfavorable,
the 8.W.Wind has been blowing and more strongly

~ than ever carries off rain clouds and every thing

before it, leaving ‘us and the tender paddy plants
to suffer and to wither under thehet rays of the sun.
—TaE LATE Me. C. H. Dr Sovsa.- The Ceylon
millionaire famed for higbenovelence and humility,
died from the effects of the bite of a rabid dog,
leaving behind a large family of 14 children, nu-
merous friends, relations and retainers to deeply
bemoan his loss. A last Will of all his estate and
property was executed by him a couple of days
grevious to his death. He lived and died with
is hepe in Christ,and pulpit references were made
to his sterling Christian character and many acts
of charity.
~—THE LEGISLATIVE CousciL. Yesterday at 3
P. M. the session of the council for 1890—91 was
opened by His Excellency the Governor, with the

ordinary formalities attending the opening of the

Session of the Colonial Legislature.
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BUT SIN IN A REPROACH

—ARABI P4sua. In consequence of the frequent
Tepresentations made to the Home Authorities by
‘the Hgyptian exiles and their friends that the cli-
mate of Ccylon does not suit them, the seven cx-
iles were examined by a medical board at the re-
quest of the Home Governmsnt. The result of
the examination is not known, butif it is not op-
iposed to the representations already -made, the ex-
iles will be tiansferred:to a more suitable climate.

—THE §:S. LapY GornoN left Colombo south

-ahout'on the 11th. inst.and is ‘expected to arrive
-at Kangasanturai today. Soon -atter the voyage
is:completed the steamer will leave for Bombay
0 be docked for cleaning purposes.
- —Magrises. The only daughter of the late
Mr. E. Ponnampalam of Manippai was to be
‘married to a son of Mr..S, Ramanathan, who had
the privilege of visiting England in company with
Dr. Sinnattamby his brother-in-law. The bride
steceeced to the estate and propeity of her father
which is worth-about Rs. 70,000.

—TELEGRAPHIC LixE. It appears to have been
‘definitely decided to extend the telegraph to Point
Pedro yia Kangasanturai and Valvettiturai-and ar-
rangements are being made to begin the work
“very soon. Itappears that palmyrah timbers will
‘be used as posts to support the wire.
~—Mr.M. Korrayan. It is reported that this Indian
gentleman who is a member of the Theosophical
Saciety leaves Negapatam on the 15th Inst. to vi-
sit Jaffna and to see if our peninstla ‘could be
easily made to imbibe the doctrines ofthe Society
He is-also expected to deliver some lectures on the
subject of his faith and in lis opinion Jaffna can
be easily won : a station will be opened somewhere
in Jffana te carry out his purpose. This Mr. Kot-
tayah is said to be a retired inspector of Schools.

—The Ceylon Independent tells us that Ins-
pector G. N, Balthazar of Matara was mformed
by telegram that he was fo proceed to Jaffna
without delay. Weshould then suppose that Mr.
Balthasar will be one of the passengers to Jaffna
by theSouthern trip of the “Lady Gordon® which
is expected to arrive at Kankasanturai today-

—THE SMaLL BazAsr CATaSTROPHE. ‘On Mon-
<day the 6th inst. about noon, one of the large
buildings of the small bazar came down in‘a whole
mass stddenly upon the promiscuous ‘crowd then
assembled as usual under its shelter. = Great eon-
fusion spread, some svere covered by the ruins,
others who were able to creep out, managed to es-
cape but many were tounched with sympathy for
the distressed and the rich and the poor equally
rendered every available service to extricate the
unfortunate ones who had been buried under the
ruins. The shocking news spread with great ra-
pidity, and numbers flocked to the ‘spot, includ-
ing the Agent, the Engineer and all responsible
officers, besides a host of ‘sight seers. The sight
at the bazaar reminded us ‘of some of the saddest
and the most disastrous accidents on record and
which our uncertain life should be prepared to
risk.  Nothing prognosticated the mishap. The
day was clear, a gentle sea- breeze ofly was blow-
ing But the crash and the fall, as observed by
an expert, were due to the flaw in the top rafters
of the roof. They were rotten and ant eaten, and
not ttreng enough to support the weight of the
tiles. In consequenie thereof the highest roof
gradually lowered pushlng apart imperceptibly,
day by day, the wall plates and the posts, which
resulted in the sudden precipitation of the roof on
the day of accident. Five, as reported to us, died
immediately and one died inthe way to the Hos-
pital. Twentyeight of those badly wounded were
removed to the F. N, S. Hospital of whom 3 are
males and the rest females. There were also
other wonnded ones who were removed by their re-
latives to Nayamakaddu and other hospitals. The
patients at the F. N. S. Hospital are faring well,
and are kindly and carefully attended to by the
officers in charge. Only a boy who had a nasty
long deep cut in his leg expired since admission
to the hospital and itis believed by one of the
-medical men in the hospital whd gave us the re-
port, that all the others will soon recover.

The other buildings of the small bazaar were
pulled down at once and it is proposed to soon
erect new substantial bnildings, Temporary sheds
are put upfor present use. A formal COTroner s
inquest was held, and telegrams of the said acci-
dent were at once despatched to several stations. -
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VYoL. 50.

NARCOTICS AND ALCOHOLICS.

We have before written on these sub-
jects and do not need now to enlarge on
them.  But a few words will not be out
of the Wway, even at the risk of repetition.
These two may be classed together he-
cause they are so often associated. It is
very rare that a person indulges freely in

|
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|
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alcoholics without also using the narco-

tics, and the latter has beer shown in
multitudes of cases to lead, or tend to lead,
to the former. The resemblance between
the two is not great in appearance, orin
chemical or physiological effects. But
their ethical relations are much the same.
By this we mean thatin general both are
used, not for any supposed benefit, but
because they produce agreeable sensatiors,
thus ministering to an unnatural appe-
tite; and moreover the excessive use of
either is acknowledged by all to be very
injurious, and yet this excessive use is
also admitted to be very common, and li-
able to occur; and in addition to this, a
large class of respectatle people think
that even a slight use of either is wrong.

To come more to detail, among narco-
ties we include tobacco, opium, ohang, ete.
The last two may be left out of consider-
ation, as we believe all our readers willad-
mit that thewr use, even in small quanti-
ties except as medicines, is injurious.
The large majority, however, of our rea-
ders use tobacco in some way. There
isno question but that it is a poison. But
many persons try to delude themselves
with the idea that there are hygienic rea-
sons for its use. The matutinal cigar is
deemed important as an agreeable aperi-
ent, made necessary in a hot climate with
tendencies o a sluggish liver. It'is true,
no doubt, that it has this effect, and that
many persons come to be quite dependent
upon it and suffer if it is not provided.
But-this very fact carries its own con-
demnation. A drug that by use makes
itself necessary is always harmful. Na-
ture herself will providea remedy. The
juice of a lime fruit in a little water,
without sugav, wili answer the same pur-
pose, and at the same time cure the ten-
dency -

Again a cigar is said to have a soothing
effect. Very true, and the oftener itis
used, the more the soothing isneeded.
Sir Isaac Newton said, with reference to
tobacco, that he would make no necessi-
ties to bimself. We shall return to this
subject from time to time as we have a
store of high authorities. and we believe
the use of tobacco to be a crying evil,
A president of the Wesleyan Conference
said I see with great regret the habit
of smoking formed amongst the lads and
young men.” The celebrated Dr. Arnott

_said that tobacco smoking is a “system of |

self-gratification at the expense of others.

The Gospel system is the reverse” If

smoking is bad, chewing is much worse
in every way.

With reference to betel chewing a corres-
pondent of a contemporary quotes Sir Em-
erson Tennent asifin favorofit, justas if
we had not seen what he wrote. He would
have done well to have quoted a little
more from the same author, where he
speaks of the use of betel as “if possible,
more offensive” than the use of tobacco,
thus saying by implication that both are
to the last degree offensive. He goes on
to speak of it as ‘‘disgusting” and a “re-
pulsive luxury.” It is
thor who refers to Dr. Elliot of Colombo,
as describing the “betel-chewer’s cancer.”

In Alcoholics we include all drinks that

the same au- |

contain sufficient alcohol to intoxicate if
used freely. They may be divided into
two classes, the fermented, and the dis-
tilled, The latter we believe to be always
havmful, except occasionally asmedicines,
whether brandy, whiskey, arrack, or the
numerous combinations; and we have good
reasons and good authorities which we
have not room to quote now. , Fermented
drinks are pethaps not injurious in them-
selves, if rightly used, and yet they ave
responsible for the most terrible evils of
modern times. Not many would get into
the habit of using alcohulics it they had
to begin with distilled liquors. It is for

this reason that we abjure all. The angel
of light has become a demon of

darkness., The present state of humanity
is such that no man is safe who meddles
at all with fermented drinks, and no such
man can say ke is free from responsibility
for the terrible burden of woe and misery
under which the world groans, Drun-
kenness is the greatest curse of modern
times, and those who love theirfellow men
will be ready to do all they can to save
them body and soul

Sweet toddy is much used in Jaffna, The
principalobjection toitisthatit is very like-
ly to be a little fermented. 1tis very easy to
cross the line, and the drinker of sweet
toddy becomes intoxicated before he sus-

_pects it. The Tamil preverb says that if

you drink milk at the foot of a palmyrah
tree people will think it is toddy, and
they will not be far wrong, because if it is
milk or sweet toddy today it is likely to
be the fermented tomorrow.

We greatly deplore the increasing use of
wines and liquors by Jaffna young men of
means. Many apromisingman has beenruin-
ed byit,and many more are in a fair wayto
be. We beg of them to stop before it is
too late, and not to risk the eternal wel-
fare of themselves and others by the grati-
fication of an appetite.

DISCUSSION.

The “Guardian,” seems surprised that
we have noticed its remarks. We are al-
most surprised ourselves. We have been
backward to do so for two reasons. One
is that many of our readers not being
Christians would not be interested in such
discussions, but the chief reason has been
that our remarks have called forth more
abuse than argument, and we preferred not
to enter into such strife. The recent re-
marks of the “Guardian,” however, have

" more of the appearance of argumentand we

always welcome straightforward manly
discussion because it cannot but elucidate
the truth. ;

Now for the first question, our faith is
not in the Bible alone. We believe in God
the Father and in Jesus Christ his Son,and
so on through a long list of particulars.
This belief is in part dependent on the
Bible, but not solely. We do not expect
to be “saved through our belief in the
Bible” but through our belief in Christ.
But this is not the point under discussion.
Nor does the point concern the books of
the New Testament, although the “Guur-
dian” devotes a column to them. For we
accept the same as our contemporary. He
bases his acceptance, we suppose, on the
decision ot a council, which was in turn
based on tradition. We base ours on tra-
dition. The only difference is in the mat-
ter of authority. He considers the coun-
cil’s decision authoritative. - We on the
contrary put the authority on Christ, and
rely on tradition to tell us what the books
were. The difference is more in words
than in fact. We will only mention the
fact that the Muratorian canon which was
made about the year 170. A.D. and the
Syriac translation of the Bible about the
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game date, contain all the books of Ne p
New Testafnent except one, and besides
these we have numerous other witnesses
which our contemporary also accepts.

But to come to the point at issue, the
number of books of the Old Testament, we
will say first, that it is not strange that we
did not recognize the book of Obadiah un-
der the form “Abdies,” when there is an
apocryphal book by that name, giving tra-
ditions about the apostles, “Sophonias” also
does not readily suggest Zephaniah. But
whether six or eleven books are not quoted
in the New Testament docs not affect our
argument.

Jerome does not refer to Josephus, but
he says the books of the Old Testament are
twenty-two the same in number as the let-
ters of the Hebrew alphabet, and he re-
marks on a further coincidence, in that as
that alphabet had five letters with two
forms, so five of these books were double.
i.e. Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra and -
Jeremiah. The twelve minor prophets
were reckoned as one book, as we know
from various sources,and Ruth was esteem-
ed a part of the book of Judges. This
makes out the thirty-nine.

1t is well to note in this connection that
Josephus says that these 22 books brought
the history down to the time of Artaxerxes,
and that the later history has been written,
but that the records are not esteemed wor-
thy of the same credit, because the accurate
guccession of the prophets was not preser-
ved. By this statement he excludes th
books of the Maccabees. Jerome also sa
that whatever is outside of the 22 bo
must be placed among the Apocryppg,
(*quidquid extra hos est, inter Apocryplia
esse ponendem.”) He also said that the
church reads the latter *‘for the edification
of the people, not for confirming the autho-
rity of ecclesiastical doctrines.” The testi-
mony of the Talmud agrees with that of
Jerome. Even though parts of the Talmud
were written as late as 300 A.D. itis gen-
erally admitted that it gives the opinions
of the Jews for a long time before, just as
the Hindu Vedas, some of them written a8
late as 1000 B.C. describe the beliefs of
the people centuries earlier. If, however,
the Talmud stood alone it would not be
sufficient proof, but confirming such good
authorities as Josephus and Jerome and
many others, it has its value, Jerome’s dis-
tinct testimony against all but the 39, is
so plain that it is not destroyed by the
fact that he quoted from the Apocrypha,
or even called them Scripture.

This testimony we have taken from his
introduction to the commentaxy on the
Epistle to the Galatians. His testimony is
the more valuable as he was the translator
of that version of the Bible called the Vul-
gate, which we believe our friend considers
the only authoritative version. We might
bring many other witnesses ag strong as
these, but these are the simplest and are
enough to prove our point, that the Jews of
Palestine in the time of Christ accepted
the same books of the old Testamentas we
do now.

—JarrNA A, B. Sociery. At the General Com-
mittee Meeting of the Jaffna Auxiliary Bible So-
ciety, Nellore, Oct. 7th 1890, it was resolved that
—«This meeting has to record with unfeigned sor-
row the death of its President Dr. Hastings . His
long experience, careful wisdom and genial pre-
sence were of the greatest service in Committee
and on the Platform while his deep interest in the
Word of God and its diffusion made his efficient
labour one prompted and guided by love. He took
part in the Auxiliary from 1845 or almost from its
commencement and has dore his share of every
variety of its businesss and work. It assures the
Mission of which he was an ornament, of  its sin-
cerest sympathy.and condoles with the members of
his family in a spirit of chastened thankfulness for
the useful life and blessed death of one whom it
will never cease to honor.”—A. E. Restarick, Se-
cretary, J. A. B. 5.
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