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RIGHTEOUSNE

RECEIPTS FOR THE MORNING STAR t
1889.

Kaits Mr. N. Visuvanathapillay 1.25
Anuradhapura C. Chinnyah 1.50
Jaffna Town , ¢ (.Comaraiah 1.50
1890,

Anuradhapura ¢ C. Chinniah 175
Chavagacherry “ N. Joseph 1.25
Rackwana “ V. Vallipuram 1.75
Mannar “ P.V, Laurenzy 1.75
Tellippally ~ Rev.T.S.Smith, Rev.W. Joseph,

Messrs. 8. Jeremiah, Edward Tilliampalam,
Allen, Ambalam, D.Velupillai, S.K.Yesutha-
san,D. Kathiramo, 8. Miller, W.Russel, Henry
Joseph, Tilliambalam, D.N. Nelson, S.Levins,
The English School 2 copies, Sellappah,
'Thuryappah, C, Winslow, S. Kristner, W.
Hall, 8. Kanthar, T. Snell, Thamotharam-
pillai, - N. Tilliambalam, Barnabas, Visuva-
lingam, Thampipillai, V. Viramuttu, The
Shroff, A.Valupillai, Canapadypilly, S. Syl-
vester, D. Canther, Sinnatamby Odiar, The
.Training School 34.00.

IN THE PRESS.
CEYLON ALMANAC
for 1891.

Double Crown 18 mo, 40 pages.

\! contains the principal articles of the
Calyndar, rising, setting, and meridian
pasfage of the sun, moon, planets, and
principal stars, pocket calendar, phases
of the moon, ‘eclipses, seasons, morning

stars, Government and national holidays,

the European and Hindu calendars, inter-
esting articles and items; judicial, no-
tarial and postal stamp duties &c. &e.

N.B. Only a limited number is publish-
er this year. Wive cents per copy. Post-
age 2 cents for four copies,

Apply to
The Manager,Morning Star:
Batticottar
MARRIAGE:-

At Changanai Church on the 19th Inst.. |

by the Rev. A. Bryant, Mr. George C.
Niles, son of Rev.J.Niles, teacher, Chetty
Street, Vannarponne to Miss “Mary « C.
Black, daughter of Mr. J. S. Black of
Talawakelle.

MARUAL OF GEOGRAPHY.
TAMIL: PART II. EURoPE,
Designed for the 7 th Standard.
Price 25 cts.
Apply to
A. CANAGASABAPILLY.
Uduvil, Jaffna.

NOTICE.

We appoint Mr. A Vytilingam Bevier
to be our business agent at Galle and
we do hercby authorize him to collect
and receive all moneys that may be found
to be' due to usand to grant ail valid re-
ceipts for the same, J. P. Cooke,

Morning Star Office Manager.

Batticotta 17th Nov, 90 -
NOTICE.

Tendérs are hereby called for the sup-

ply Mathagal coral stones of the follow-

ing dimensions or upwards

6xX6x6
IX9x6

dressed or undressed to be delivered at
Pallai opposite to P,W.D. Office. Appli-
cations are to state price of 100 of each
of the above dimensions and to be made
to W.M.S. Twynam Esq. or J.J. Paterson
Esq.  Hony. Sec. of the Pallai Charch

Building Committee.
Pallai, 18th November, 1890,
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Eocal and General.

We are happy to learn that Mr. A. Pethampa-
ram of Suthumaly, Jaffna, has come off success-
fully. in the examination for licensed surveyors
lately held in Colombo. This young man is a
nephew of Mr. C. Cathiravaloe the well-known
native physician of Suthumaly.  He was a stu-
dent of E. Cornelius Esq., surveyor, and was for
some time practising as a Fiscal's Surveyor. Com.

—Rey. Mr. AND Mgs. Triu three children
and an ayah duly arrived he%y even-
ing the 14th inst. -The Christians of the/Wesley-
an  Mission arranged  a thanksgiving” meeting
soon after his arrival, and presented ah address
of welcome.  Mr. Trimmer succeeds-Mr. Rigg as
the- Chairman of North Ceylon,-and he igstation-
ed at Vempadi.  Mr. Restarick left for. his new
station at Point Pedro, the day previous to the
arrival of Mr. Trimmer and vacated the mission
house at Vempadi to-accommodate the new comers,

—SALT RENT for the new year was purchased
by one Mr. Ponnampalam of Nellore, at Rs. 57000
which is Rs. 1000 in excess of this year.

—DR. axD MRg. PENTECOST  and party includ-
ing the Hon Misses Kinnaird and Mr. and Mrs.
Stebbins arrived in Colombo on the morning of
the 11th inst.,; but did not stay there long. They
soon after, proceeded to India,, and ‘after finish-
ing their work there, the parties will vuine back
to Ceylon probably in March next, and-begin their
work in Ceylon ‘which' will last over a fortnight
or three weeks.

—Mg. Kottiya one of the school of Theosophy
expounded his doctrines in a couple of addresses
delivered in the “Victoria Reading Hall”. Mr.K.
appears to have in view the opening up of a local
branch of Lis new society. A committee we hear,
has been formed including some of the promi-
nent men of Jaffna, who cannot put up with the
piesent rules of sivaism.

—THE ProvinciAL ENGINEER: Mr.  Hawkes
g0es away to another station as soon as one Mr.
Creasy who is appointed to succeed him, arrives
here from England. Mr. Creasy will probably
be here by next month.
~ —THE Mitiionatre. The entire value of the
estate and property of the late Mr. C. H. De Soy-
za, sworn to by the executrix, amounts to Rs.
4,()00,000,excluding however some of the valuable
estates which devolved on the said deceased from
his uncle and father-in-law, as these have been
entailed in trust for his children. The stamp duty
has been very heavy. The stamp for Probate a.
lone will amount to Rs. 30,000 and the clags stamp
to Rs. 408.

—William-E. Hitehcock M. A. with his wife
expects to leave America this month to join the
staff of Instructors of Jaffna College, where he
did acceptable work for six years, from 1880 ‘o
1886. His experience and the good name he won
for himself here will make him very welcome,

A Bi¢ Gus—A cannon weighing jover 22 tong
has been landed in Colombo, to be mounted in the
battery bn Galle Face. The shells with which it
is to be loaded weigh 380 Ibs. each and they can
be fired a distance of eight miles. A barrel of
powder more or less is needed for each shot.

—CHOLERA. We hear that this fell disease ig
still lurking in some parts of Udupiddy. Our
medical head here is as indefatigable  as ever and
keeps his subordinates constantly busy in giving
relief to the suffering and arresting the progress
of the epidemic. Most of the infected localities
thealthy.  Superstitious absurdi.
ties have been a greatnuisance and in many places
some sort of an obstacle to the work of the med;.
cal officers in reaching and administering medi-
cine to the patients.

—Dr.ATTYGALLE Qur esteemed doctor the Colonial
Surgeon goes to Colombo on a leave of one month,
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CREMATION.

The question of the method of disposal
of the dead is an important one, and is
frequently -discussed. In modern times,

some have undertaken to show on scien-

tific grounds that burning is better than
burial. The followers of the Christian
religion have usually practised -burial,
but there is no sufficient reason why
cremation ~should mot be adopted if
burial can be shown to be generally inju-
Christianity favors
health, and “the precept “do thyself no
harm,” is as applicable here as elsewhere.
It is claimed by some that the germs ot
certain diseases are not destroyed by
burying, and that for this reason it 1s
dangerous to bury those who have died
of those diseases. But thisis more true
of animals than of men. Animals with
tubercle may give consumption to men;
many animals have tubercles when it is
not . suspected; the germs may escape
from - the earth and poison mankind;
therefore it is quite as important to cre-
mate animals as men. But who of our
scientists vrill_advocate this, or practise
i municate the dreaded diph-

Consistency is a jewel, by all means
be consistent.
Guardian has well pointedout the incon-
sistency of some advocates of crematior,
in another respect, in that they object to
the cremation of the so-called lower
castes, who are more liable than others

to communicate disease.

The fact is the natural method of dis-
posal of dead bodies is by burial, and
Nature’s way is generally found to be the
best.. We might argue this from the
burial that is,done by some birds and
certain beetles, but we do mnot care to
press such an argument. The fact that
burial has been practised by all peoples,
at least in their simpler states, looks the
same way.

But the scientific argument is really
the strongest to show that burialis the
natural method., Our frames were taken
from the earth and should be returned

- 4o the earth in the least violent way and

the one that will cause the least harm to
the living. Certainly the least violent is
enclosing in earth. The process is going
on from day to day. Matter which has
been a part of our system is daily rejected,
and science says the dry earth system is
the best way of disposing of it. The
burning of a dead body diffuses various
noxious gases around, while if it is buvied
to a proper depth in suitable soil, nothing
of it comes to the surface again, except
as brought up by the roots of trees, which
may get nourishment there. All these
stories about crawling germs and offen-
sive sights have been in cases where the
burial has not been at a proper depth, or
has been too crowded.

Itis true that in large cities the pro-
blem of proper burial is a serious one,
but it has not been an impossible one to
solve, and at any rate cities are in some
sense excrescences of civilization. As ci-
vilization advances in the future and con-
veniences of transport multiply, especial-
ly through the air, the population is like-
ly to be more evenly distributed over
the face of the country. Cities gener-
ally owe their origin to convenience of
water transportation, but when air ves-
sels are generally employed there wiil be
no such reason for aggregating hu-
manity in vast masses. The poisoning

QOur contemporary the

B

ed if proper care istaken. We believe
there are hundreds of wells poisoned by
latrines to one by graves, but mneither
is necessary.

The natural aspect of burial is very
pleasantly expressed in one of the hywuns
of the Rig Veda (10: 18) as follows:

«Approach thou now thelap of earth, thy mother!

the wide extending earth, the ever-kindly,

Open thyself, O earth, and press not heavily;

be easy of access and of approach to him;

As mother with her robe her child,

so do thou cover him, O earth.”

Because burial is the natural method it
has been adopted by Christianity, and is
likely to be retained, because so many pre-
cious memories and sentiments.cluster
around the grave. Chief anong these is
the thought of resurrection. Christians
belieye that there is some immaterial part
of the man, yet remaining in the decay-
ing cevering, and that at the last day
this imperishable part of the man will
be raised and united with the spirit,
which in the meanwhile has been wait-
ing for it in the presence of Jesus, if a
believer, otherwise with the lost. This
imperishable part of mar buried in the
grave cannot be destroyed by fire, there-
fore cremation could not harm it, and
might be practised if shown to be the

better way. But to it .death is a sleep,

and it is much pleasanter for friends:to
lay the sleeping form of the one they
have loved to rest in the bosom of moth-
er earth, in the sure hope of a resurrec-
tion, than to thrust-it intu the mouth of
a farnace, or to see it writhing on the
burning pile. The grave is hallowed by
Him who lay in it until the third day
and has no tervor for the believer.

AMERICAN NOTES.

A few weeks ago we had a word to say
about the silver bill of the United States
and its influence on the price of silver.
We have now to note the practical failure

“ ‘of that legislation because, although the

.did rot know what to do with it all.

government has bought large qt aiities-of®
gilver, the supply has proved/greater thar
expected, and silver has beed rapidly fall-
ing till it has come to near itsSormer price.

The United Statés Congressgs recently
passed another important law with respect
to imports. It is callea’ McKinley Tariff
Bill, because introduced by a man of that
name. For gome years the income of the
Government has been so great that they
They
have been paying off the national debt
very rapidly. But they do not wish to pay it
all, because the most of it being now owed

- within the country, the interest is paid by

covernment to its own citizens, which is a
good investment for them, and besides citi-
zens who hold government bonds are likely
to stand strongly by their government. Con-
gress has arranged to pay enormous sums
as pensions to those who were wounded
or made sick in the civil war. Large sums
are voted for public buildings, harbor im-
provements etc. but still there isa surplus.
This Blll by putting a heavy import duty
on articles which can be produced within
the country is intended to keep those arti-
cles out, and thus reduce the total of the
income by increasing its rate, and at the
same time benefit the producers or manu-
facturers of those articles within the coun-
J7. The natural result is to increase the
price of all those articles, and the people
who buy feel it very much. At the same
time manufacturers of those articles -in
England, not being able to sell in the States,
find thiiaselves in difficulty, and several
establishments have been obliged to ,dis-
miss their workmen. .

An item of great importance is the abo-
litio of polygamy by the Mormons. For
geveral years the government of the United
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put a stop to it. Several hundreds o, the
leading Mormons have been imprisdned
and their pwoperty confiscated because
they refused to obey the laws, and soon
severer steps would have been taken - It
was feared by some that it would lead to
a small civil war. Now their head man has
made a proclamation that the laws of tne
country are to be obeyed, and the great
convention has ratified it, so it is believed
thgt polygamy is dead.

“ONEY ‘A - LEAFR.?

In our remarks on the use of betel in the
no. for Oct. 16, we did not by any means
intend to retract what we said before: we
did not repeat because we did not see that
any real argument had been brought
against the other points, The only seem-
ing argument was the opinion of Sir E.
Tennent, and we showed that his opi-
nion was on the whole against the use of
betel. What he says in favor of it is only
anexample of condemning by “faint praise,”
He calls it a habit of *“sem: civilized life,”
and “a specific to correct the defective quali-
ties of the daily food,” and speaks of the
“indolent and feeble stomach” of the user
of betel. If any user likes this author’s
opinion on the subject, he is welcome to it,
and must accept also his characterization
of it as disgusting. 'We may say that there
is no disputing “de gustibus” etc. but
galiva oozing from the lips, as i usually
observable in betel chewers, is always dis-
gusting to civilized people, and has been
considered by most people a sign of i
becility, at least as far back as the timeff
David. (see I Sam. 21:18). Amongst
Hindus themselves it is, we believe,
dered improper to appear in their ter
with betel in the mouth. What shall we
say of Christians who show less reverence
in their churches, as we have often seen
with sorzcw.

RExARKS.

The discussion on .the books of the
Bible seewis to be closed, We ave quite
content to leave it to owur readers, and are
co «fident that all, who were not already
cowzp.tted to a scontrary opinion, will
agreathat we have given good and suffi-
cient reasons for accepting only 39 books
in the Old Te:tameni.

As for tradition, the Guardian attempts
to prove that we have rejected it, and
then refutes itself by showing that we do
depend on tradition. That is just what
we said. The “divine tradition” our con-
temporary describes, as “teaching handed
cown from the Apostles among many
witnsises, sifted and seperated from the
mere doctrizes - of men by the teaching
authority provided by /Christ in -his
church, carefully collected, collated ete”
is exemplified among usin infant bap-
tism etc. The only difference seems
to be that we look for confirmation to
Scripture, while Romanists want “ez-
Cathedra,” authority. It cannot  be
expected that all Protestant teachers
should agree in all points, any more than
leaders of science agree. We only claim
a substantial agrecment of most in the
matters of chief importance.

We are sorry to see the Guardian
descend to repeat such stories about
the Reformers. Henry the Eighth cannot
propetly be counted among them. We
do not claim that Liuther and Calvin were
perfect, nor do we hold to all their beliefs,
but the wverdiect of the most believea
and unbiased non-Protestant historians is
that they were good men, and any one
who disputes this is flying in the face of
the verdict of mankind in general.
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