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MORNING STAR 1891. :
The first two issues will be published
‘on the 8th and 22nd of January instead
of the first and third ‘I'hursday.
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ORDER NISIL.
In the District Court of Jaffna.

In the matter of the Last Will and Testament
of Vallepulle widow of Ponnampalam Sinnacutty
late of Tellipaley, deceased.

Testamentary ‘é Sinnacutty Ponnampalam of

Jurisdiction Tellipaley Petitioner.
No. 373. Vs.
Ponnampalam Chinnatamby, his wife.
Sevakamipillai of Tellipaley West.
Vyravanather Vannitamby his wife.
Teywanepulle of do. S
Sangaranather Valupulle and his wife
Katherasipulle of do.

NN o

Respondente.
This matter of the Petition of Sinnacutty Pon-
swinpalam of Tellipaley praying for  Letters of
Administration to the Estate of the above named
déeeased - coming on for disposal before Patrick
William  Conolly Esquire, District Judge, on the
22 day of November, 1890 in tha preseace of
—-Mr. T. Changarapillai, Proctor,.on ®ae part of the
- Petitioner, and the aftid:vit of Ponnampalam Sin-
matamby of Tellipaley d the 3rd day of October
“1890 having been rea
Binnacutty Ponnampalam be, and he is hereby de-
elared entitled to have Letters of Administration to
the Estate of Vallepulle widow of Ponnampalam
_ Sinnacutty deceased, issued to him with copy of
~_ the Will annexed, unless the Respondents or any
~ ether persons shall on or before the 19th day of
January 1891 show sufficient cause to the satistac-
tion of this Court to the contrary.”
, P. W. CONOLLY.

$2nd. November 1890. « District Judge.

ORDER NISL.

In the Disirict Court of Jafna.
In the matter of the Estate and propertyof Pon-’
su  wife of Ampalavy Sinnatamby of Vannarpan-

‘ne East, deceased.

Testimentary 1
Arunasalem Mylvaganam of

Vannarponne Last
Vs Petitioner.
of Vannarponne

Jurisdiction
No. 383.
‘1. Ampalavy Sinnatamby
Bast now at Matale.
2. Tangamuttu wife of the Petitioner of Van-
& narponne liast Respondents-
This matter comingon for disposal before Patrick
___William Cenol'y Esq. District Judge of Jaffna on
" “the 11th day of December 1890 in the presence of
Mr. T.M. Tampoo, Proctor on the part of the Piti-
tioner, Arunasalem Mylvaganam of Vannarponne
East, and the affidavit of the said Arunasalem Myl-
vaganam dated 2nd day of December 1890, having
been read, it is ordered that the said Arunasalem
Mylvaganam, be, and he is hereby declared entitled
10 have Letters of Administration to the estate of
" Ponna wife of Ampalavany Sinnatamby of Vannar-
 ponne East deceased, issued to him, unless the Res:
pondents or any other person shall on or before the
day of 21st January 1890 show sufficient cause to
the satisfaction of the Court to the contrary.

P. W. CONOLLY.

Jaffna 16th Dec. 1890. Dist. Judge

TAMIL FAMILY PROVIDENT
+  ASSOCIATION.
Here is the best chance for making
provision for your families and others.
The rich can help the poor.. Do mnot
please lose time
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t is ordered that the said |

Send for Applicaticn Forms before the
days of grace ate past. Tuke the lead.
Do not wait to follow others.

CENTRAL ScHOOL JAFFNA,

Principal —Rev. William  Towers

- Garrett B. A, (Lond.)

Head Muster—Rew. Daniel P. Niles
aided by an efficient  staff of 8 masters.
The school will ve-open oti Monday Jan.
5th 1891. Students will be received into
the new Matriculation class on that date.
Students will be admitted to the new
F. A. classes, senior and junior, on “the
16th February 1891,
All applications for admission to be
made to the principal.

. X B. The publi¢’ are ' particularly requested to

take note that henceforth Latin' will be taught
as « school subject in the Middle-wic Upper schools.
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B a? -
The Editor of the “Mornind Star.”

Dear Sir,

The article under the above heading im your
issue of 2oth Nov. is, in my opinion, unfair and
illogical. The writer commences by conceding
that “there is no sufficient rezson why cremation
should not be adopted if burial can be shown to
be generally injurivus “to the living,” ‘and adds
the sensible remarkthat “Christianity - favours
health, and the precept ‘do thyself no harm,’is as
applicable here as elsewhere.” So far good. A-
gain, when the writer contends that - “it is quite as
imporiant to cremate animals ( ? beasts )as men,”
T am at one with him., He asks. -But who o
our scientists will advocate this, or practise it?”
If he will inquire, I think he will find that mosts
scientists weuld advocate it. At any rate, I, though
no scientist, ‘would say: “Creamate all bodies,
whether of man or beasts. and.allanimal or ve-
getable matter that might endanger life and
health.” But I must take exception to the writer’s
assertion that it is more dangerous to bury the
bodies of beasts that have died of certain infecti-%
ous . diseases than those of luman beings. The.
writer liimself apparently sees the untenability of
his position; for a little furthier on he modifies the,
assertion to “It is quite as importunt to cremate
animals as men.”

I now come to a most marvellous dogmatic utter™
ance, viz. “The fact is the natural method of die-
posal of dead bodies is by burial and-nature’s ways
18 generally found to be the best.” ' It is well thaty
the writer does not *care to press such an ATy,
ment” (I refrain - from italicizing suck;)founded
on the habit of some birds and certain beasts,”

“But the scientific argument,” says the writer,
“is really the strongest to show that burial'is the
natural method.” Then comes the “scientific ar=
gument” :—“Qur frames were taken from the eartn
and should be returned to the earth in the least vi-
olent way and the one that will cause the least
harm to the living. Certainly the least violent is
enclosing. inn earth”” “So this is “scientific argu-
ment?”’ The writer then proceeds to beg the whale
question by speaking of “dry earth,” %3 proper .
depth,” “ too crowded.” If bodies were always
buriéd in dry earth of a proper depth, and cemet-
eries were not too crowded, there would not be so
many advocates of cremation

“It is true,” the writer there goes on to say,
“that in large cities the problem of proper
burial is a serious one™ " Just so: it is in the
case of large cities that ‘cremation is princi-
pally advocated. The last of the paragraph con-
tains assertions that are open to question; hut I
shall not touch upon them, but proceed to the last
paragraph, in which the scientific argument is
thrown over in favour of sentiment,

“Because burial is the natural method it has
been adopted by Christianity,” says the write?,
in ez cathedra style; “and is likely to be retained,
because many precious memories and sentiments
cluster around the grave.” I would address this
writer and others like him in the words of the an.
gels to the women at the tomb, *why seek ye the

(Continued on the 4th page)
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FAREWELL.

This number closes the jubilee of the
“Star”;or, seeing that our co-proprietor
has just celebrated his golden wedding,
might we not call it the “golden wed-
ding” of this paper celebrating the fiftieth
anniversary of its  wedded life with the
Tamils of Jatfna. We trust it may see its
“diamond wedding” in the year 1915, con-
tinually growing more useful and beloved
as. 1t advances in years. - We say farewell
to the past half century, not with boast-
ing, but with a feeling that the existence
of our little sheet has not been in vain.

In bidding farewell to the year ’90, we
are reminded that we have recently had
to bid farewell to two who have edited
the paper for some time. Dr. Hastings’
editorials were always wise and helpful.
Mr. Asbury brought enterprise and energy
to the work, and doubling the size intro-
duced many new and excellent features,
making the paper more literary, as was
possible with more space, But the public
did not readily enough respond to the in-
creased cal] on its purse, and for financial
reasons the paper returned to its former
size. Mr. Asoury had many plans in his
fertile brain which his health or means
did not all§w him to carry out. His
name has agigeared as one of the printers
of the pap an twenty years,
but the manhgement of the.press was al-
most entirely left to the other partner
un$g--ast year, except at the time that
he was editing the paper. We do not
know of any other of Jaffoa's sons who
has come before the public so prominent-
ly in a literary way at least in English.
His versatility also was remarkable. Ag-
riculture or Poetry, Philosophy or Map
designing, Teaching or Printing, nothing
seemed to be out of hisline. He exempli-
tied what he wrote of Lanka’s sons, who

“Freedom’s ladder scaling fast,
Find their own selves excelling all the past.”

He bore an honored name, his father be-
ing named for Wesley’s “general nssistant
in America,” the first Methodist Bishop
there, a scarcely less wonderful man than
Wesley nimself. He leaves his name to
two sons, the eldest of whom baving just
completed his College course in Bombay,
we are glad to himn welcome to his fa-
ther’s place. '

B A P A T s AR SR e S T e L e T
THE LATE MR. R. O. D."ASBURY,

It was 2 o’clock in the afternoon on Wednes-
day the 10th, and Jaffna lost one of her illustrious
sons. All the day long the unchecked dropsy and
the disease of the heart exhibited their fatal power.
Dr. Marston was in constant attendance and all
that was in the power of man was dcne. The strug-
glebetween life and death waslong and wearisome,
but until death supervened, the power of the sen-
ses 'was clear and unimpaired. Revds. Nath-
nael and: Eliatamby were present and cheer-
ed him with fitting words of spiritual com-
fort and peace. The staff captain of the Salvation
Army Anan Singh ‘supported him in his arms from
the time that the worse symptoms appeared, and
from his bed-side spoke words of joyful hope for
the glorious future. Friends were near, and when
the inevitable summons came to our beloved
Robert Ogden Dwight Asbury, most of his near
kindred were by his bed-side with tears flowing
down their cheeks. Calmly and with a good hope he
committed his spirit to Him from whom it came.
It wasapparent to all that he was ready to go andhe '
met theheavenly messenger without 4 murmur of re-
gret. Not a few are mourning over their loss of a
pleasant and intelligent companion, wise counsel-
or and friend., A loved husband is no more, a
worthy father, brother, and friend has gone. We
shall meet in the sweet by-and-by, on .the shore
of the river of life.

Mr. Asbury was bornlin the month of Mirch
1844. at Madura, where his father was emp¥¥ved
ag a catechist : and the only son had the privilge.of
good early training from his Christian parents who
are stillliving. Mr Asbury was widely known as

THE MORNIN

-
a good schelar, but he remembered to have been
a school boy for two years only. Iis great
acquisition of knowledge was by his own’indepen-
dentendeavours. In January 1866, he passed the
F.A examination of the Madras University, and
after that continued his career as an education-
alist. In 1860 when schools were scarcein Jatfna,
he opened a private school. His abilities as a tutor
brought him rapidly into prominence in this line,
and he was soon after employed as a teacher in
the Chundicully Seminary, now St. Johns’ College,
again as ahead master in the Kopay English school.
When Jaffna College was opened in 1872, he and
the Rev.T.P. Hunt were the first Instructbrs and he
severed his connection only on account of ill hea!th.
Again he taught in theMadura and Indore High
Schools,and lastly he wasfora time the science mas-
terin Wilson’s College, Bombay. Mr.Asbury will be
remembered longer as an author and publisher than
asa teacher. He edited fora few years the English
portion of this paper. ‘English Articulation”
“Thoughts on Education” “Inglish Poetry and
Versification” are some of his choice publications
in English. He was the first and the chief pub-
lisher of Tamil wall maps and alphabet charts on
cloth, for the use of the vernacular schools.
The following = works  were in preparation.
“Guide to the - study of English Prose”
%1000 Tamil proverbs with  English paral-
lels” and ‘““Geographical Reader, Ceylon.” His
Tamil translation of Esop’s Fables is now pagsing
through the press at Manippay, of which he was
the joint proprietor. Mr. Asbury was always to be
found working in his‘study, or busy in some way.
To be idle was to him madness. The complicated
diseases which from time to time visited him,
threatening him sometimes with most serious con -
sequences, did not slacken ‘his activity or hinder
his rising conspicuous in the literary world.. But
when the failing condition of his health rendered
him unable to remain longer he resigned his post at
Bombay and lived a retired life at his residence
at Manippay, and for the last two years he has
himself managed the Printing office at Manippay,
Witle preparing manuscripts for new publications.
But his work here was soon closed. ['riends and
relations gathered in large numbers at his funeral.
The se -vice was conducted on the 11th at his resi-
dence’in the very hall where the Golden wedding of
his father-in-law was celebrated on the 11th of
November.

(Continued from the \st. page.)

living among the dead?” That “precious memo-
ries and sentiments' should “cluster around the
grave’’ is, in my opinion, opposed: to the spirit
of Christianity. “Christians believe that there
is some immaterial part of man yet remaining in
the decaying covering, and that at the las: day
thissimperishable part of the man will be raised
and united with the spirit,”” &c. Here the writer
gets on to debatable ground, whither I shall
not follow him. But what is the use «f
his advancing this argument, whenin the next
sentence he destroys it? “But to it (what?) death
is a sleen, and it is much pleasanter for friends
to lay the sleeping form of the one they have
loved to rest in the bosom of mother earth in the
sure hope of & resurrection, than to thrust it into
the mouth of a furnace, or to see it writhing on
the burning pile.” This style of argument (?)
I shall not attempt to answer. The writer con-
cludes as follows:— ‘The grave is hallowed by
Him who lay in it until the third day, and has
no terror for the believer.”” The relevancy of the
last clause I do not quite see, but in regard to
the first part of the sentemce, I would simply ask
the writer two questions: (1) was Jesus buried in
the earth? (2) Did His body see corruptior.?”
. Yours faithfully.
A Christian Cremationist.

[Our eritic repeats a good part of what we wrote
on this subject with a few comments, but we fail
to detect any attempt even at argument. In the
first place he agrees with certain of our statements
but thinks the conclusion should be “cremate all,”
vet he gives no reason. Then he says we give
“marvellous argument,” “assertions open to question
that I shall not touch upon,” and for the rest says:
“this- style of argument I shall not attempt to
answer.” He admits that if burial were what we
said it should be and could be, “there weould not be
80 many advocates of cremation,” but does not at-
tempt to show that such proper burial cannot be
secured. Moreover we think he has missed the
point of what we &alled the scientific argument. It
is this, that every day a man is getting rid of mat-
ter which has constituted a part of his physical
frame, and that, as far as science and matter are
concerned, is the same process as takes place at
death, only on a smaller scale, that the best dis-
posal of this rejected matter as recommended by
scientists ig the dry earth system, therefore the
best disposal on the larger scale is earth burial.
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It is true that after eremation the elements return
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If scientists advocate the cremation of animals,
why is it not done? We say animals advisedly
instead of “bensts” as our critie would have us.
His word refers only to four-footed anmmals where-
as we wish to include birds, rgptiles ete. Moreover
man is not an ‘“‘animal”’ any more than cavalry are
horses. This distinction between man and animals
is justified by the dictionary.

The argument which we did not care to press,
and do not now, is thus stated by Sir Thomas
Browne, the essayist. ““Civilians make sepulture but
of the law of nations, others do naturally found it
and discoverit also in animals. More serious con-
jectures find some examples of sepulture in ele-
phants, cranes, the sepulchred cells of (ante) and
practice of bees,—which civil society carrieth out
their dead, and hath exequies, if not interments.”

Qur critic says we throw over the scientific argu-
ment. On the contrary we based sentiment on that,
as his quotation shows. To his .question “Why
seek etc,” we say that the question is only
applicable after the ‘resurrection, before that
they would have been justified in seeking Jesus
“among the dead.” Weare convinced that an im-
portant part of the man remains sleeping in the
grave until the resurrection. This point needs
treatment at greater length, and we propose to dis-
euss it soon. He asks what is meant by ‘‘toit”
The pronoun properly refers to its nearest and an-
tecedent which is “imperishable part of man.”
Assuming for the sake of argument iwhat has been
generally held by Christians, that some real part
of the friend remains in the cold form, it is not
strange or un- Christian-that adender interest hangs
about the ‘God’s acre’” where the body *‘‘is sown
in weakness,” to be “raised in power.” The “re-
levancy,” of our concluding sentence will psrhaps
be more clear when we have discussed the point.
We had especially in mind the frequent shrinking
from the grave as associated with death. And as
far as that is concerned, Jesus was in *the earth”
(Matt. 12: 40) and that his tlesh did not ‘*see cor-
ruption” does not alter the casein this respect.

Ed M.S$]

Eocal and General,

—DeLrr.  Mr. Latimer hasbeen appointed as
the Dispenser at Delft in place of Mr. Gnanamut-
tu who has been recalled to do. duty at the head
office Jaffua. Mr. Latimer assumed dutics on
Wedne day last.

—PF.N.S. Hospital, Jaffna. In the last meeting
of the Committee members of this establishment
due encoutagement was given to the medical men
aad others in chargeof the hospital. Over Rs 1000
of the new grant have been in some sort of pro-
portion distributed to increase the salaries of all
the officers and servants from the resident BUrgeon
down to the kitchen cooly. It is satisfactory to
see that the committee has justly recognized their
services and rewarded them accordingly. We hope
that the institution will rise still more into pro
minence and usefulness.

—PearL Fisnery., From the report of Captain
Donnan we believe that a fishery will be held in
March next, and according to his estimation a sum
of Rs. 300,000 will be realized as the Govt. share.

—A CHRISTIAN CoNfERENCE is proposed to be
held in Jaffna for three days in the second week of
January commencing about the 14th. Its object
is to be, not methods but life, immediate results
in consecration and power will be aimed at. There
are to be, three meetings a day, presided over by,
Revds. Pickford, Smith and Trimmer. All wil}
be invited. We cannot give details because
nothing definite has as yet been decided. But
the prayers of all of God’s people are sought that
the Conference may prove a great blessing.

—Kine HumBerT of Italy is a man of unusual
will power. After having for years smoked to ex-
cess he suddenly and completely renounced the ha-
bit. When his physicians advised him to abandon
the use of the weed, it is related that he pondered
a moment and said. “On my kingly, honor I'll

e :
never smoke again,”’ and he kept his word.
Hl. Chr'n Weekly,
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