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13 | Foreword

This book “Muslims of Matale District, Their History and
Heritage” is being issued on this occasion of the National
Meelad-Un-Nabi Celebrations which are being held today,
October 2, 1993. This book will be a permanent remembera-
nce of our celebrations at Matale. This book is not a one-shot
affair but a part of our intention to document the history and
culture of the Muslims of this country, under the rubric ‘Know
Your District’ series. Already, its counterparts on Kalutara and
Anuradhapura districts have been issued and | make bold to
state, have been warmly received by Muslims and non-Mu-
slims alike. Simultaneously, with this volume, a Souvenir
commemorating these celebrations is also being released

today.

The Meelad-Un-Nabi Celebrations are being conducted
as Natio\a;l events, not merely as the celebratory event of a.
minority. This fact has been grasped by the public and the
Government and lends strength to the belief that all the
communities in the Island are like a bouquet of flowers, each
flower contributing its own special characteristics to the total

design.

Meelad-Un-Nabi celebration is not only-the celebration
ofthe birth anniversary of areligious leader; itis the celebration,
the remembering of all the principles for which Muhammed
(sal) stood for and the noble qualities which were integral to
his life. Indeed, Muhammed (sal) was the best model to all
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mankind. He was kind, forgiving, sympathetic, amiable, amica-
ble, undaunted in the face of almost insurmountable tribula-
tions, He was ever patient in midst of misfortunes.

By celebrating the anniversary of such a life, we remind
ourselves of these noble qualities. We must resolve to bring
these qualities into our lives also. That will be the true essence
of these celebrations. On these days, when humanity is torn
by divergent views and where there is so much suffering all
around, these qualities are our only hope for peace and
prosperity. Hence, the value of Meelad-un-Nabi, is perennial.

Matale District, of which the town of Matale is the hub,
is an area where the Muslims play a significant role. Matale
is one of the Dissawanies which comprised the Kandyan
Kingdom. Hence, the Muslims and others of Matale had never
experienced European paramountcy except for a period
lasting from 1815 to 1948. The people of Matale are, in
consequence, self-reliant, independent in thought and action
and filled with tough practicality tinged with wry humour.

The Muslims, throughout their long years in Matale, have
been conspicuous for their co-operation and friendly intera-
ction with ail the communities. The special abilities of the
Muslims had been recognized and put to use by the kingdom
of Kandy and later governments. For instance, they formed
animportant part, in the Kandyan period, of the ‘Madige badde’
which transported the exports and imports of the kingdom.
Allthesefactors, are shownintelling detailin the book “Muslims

15

of Matale District’. Written by Mr. AAM. Fuaji,a highly qualiﬁeq
graduate and a former Principal of Matale Zahira College; it
encapsulates everything that .should be known about the
Muslims of Matale.

The Meelad-un-Nabi celebrations have other dimensions.
A philanthropist of Matale has graciously dona?ec_i a two-a.cre
plot, on which it is intended to build houses. This is a practlca!
measure that will spread the measage of Meelad-un-Nabi

throughout Sri Lanka.

Zahira College, Matale, which has moulded hundreds of
students of Matale into good citizens, is being modernized by
a generous grant from the Provincial Council.

Al the five members of the Parliament representing the
Matale District have contributed monies from their fu.nds to
the development of this Muslim School and its enwrons. |
consider this as a shining example of the national unlt'y that
prevails in Sri Lanka and | thank them for this magnanimous

gesture.

My Ministry has donated two hundred thousand rupees
for the expansion of the Zahira College Mosque.

We have not lostsight of bringing outthe heritage ofMatale
Muslims. Synchronous with the Meelad-un-Nabi celebrations,
an exhibition is being mounted. This will contain the past
documentation of the Muslims of Matale such as deeds,
'sannasa’and ola leaf manuscripts. The special dresses of the



16

Muslims, including ceremonial robes, will be on display. Itis
also intended to bring together rare artefacts of the Muslims
of Matale. This exhibition, it is hoped, will bring to the consciou-
sness of the Muslims, specially the younger generation, the
wonderful heritage they are heir to.

| take this-opportunity to thank Mr. AZ. Omerdeen, the
dynamic President of the Meelad Celebrations Organising
Committee, its dedicated Secretary Mr. U.LM. Razik J.P. and
all the other committee members who stood shoulder to
shoulder with us to make these Meelad-un-Nabi celebrations

a reality and a success.

Alhaj Abdul Hameed Mohamed Azwer, M.P.
Minister of State fo: Muslim Religious &
Cultural Affairs

Office of the Minister of State for
~ Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs,
34, Malay Street,
Colombo 2,
SriLanka
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