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Dr. Sengai Aaliyhan K. Kunarasa

A word about Sengai Aaliyaan. He has a doctorate and presently
he is the Municipal Commissioner of Yaalpanam having held many high
positions in the administration of the country, including the post of Registrar
of the Yaalpanam University. But he is one of the prolific and topmost
creative writers in the country. He is also a researcher and compiler of
several volumes that document Lankan Thamil literature. His real name is
K. Kunarasa.

He is a geography special graduate from the ‘University of

. Peradeniya (1960-1964). While in the university, he compiled four collections

of Peradeniya graduates’ short stories: Kathai Poonga, Vinnum Mannum,
Kaalathin Kuralkal and Yugam.

Sengai Aaliyaan and Sembian Selvan together brought out a
collection of stories by Sambanthan, one of the pioneer short story writer
in Sri Lanka. Sengai Aaliyaan also compiled 25 short stories by 16 writers
belonging to the period of writing called ‘Rennaisance in the history of
Lankan Thamil Literature’.

Again, he brought out another collection of short stories that
appeared during 1930-1958, in Eelakesari, a leading weekly that flourished
in the North some years ago. %

Later, he compiled the¥ollowing collection: Eelathu Munnodi
Chirukattaikal, Mallikai Kathaigal, Sirithiran Sundarin Oaviya Ulagil Naan,
Muniyappa Dasanin Kattaikal, Puthunai Lolan
Chiru Kattaikal, Suthanthiran Kathaigal (stories by 109 Lankan writers in
Thamil have found a place in this collection).

Thus we see, K. Kunarasa has done a splendid job, despite
exigencies of time to devote to his own creative writing. Sengai Aaliyaan
deserves a gratitude from all of us.

K. S. Sivakumaran

By Courtesy:
Daily News, 15" September 2004
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