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NOTICE.

READY FOR SALE-
THE GEOGRAPHY
OF CEYLON

TN TAMIL

Compﬂéd from the best sour-
ces and comprising the 9 pro-

vinces.

Price Cts. 25. Postage Cts 2.
Apply,“Manager, St. Joseph’s

Catholic Press, Jaffna.

Ju-e 5. Lient, Lievett. in his evidence in the
William Gordon-Cumming cheating, but pur-
possly abstained, out of regard for a brother
officer, from watching the evening’s play.Tha
witness uarrated wbhat transpired at the con-
ference with Sic  Gordon iu January, after
whieh, at Sir Gordoun’s entreaty, an attempt
was made to arrange matters, but this Mr.
Green refused. Mr. Green, :n his svidence,
algo testified to seeing the cheating, but he
cefrained from instantly exposing Sir Gordon,
| owing to the presence of the Prince of Wales
and the ladies. It transpired during yestcr-
day’s proceedings, that the counters used be-
longed to the Prince of Wales.

June 6. At yesterday’s po-eedings of the
Baccarat libel case both Mrs, Green and Mrs,
Wilson deposed positively to seeing the cheat-
ting. Mrs. Wilson stated that she refrained
from stopping the play owing to the presence
of the Prince of Wales. All the witnesses
have denied divnlging the story. Sir  Cuarles

1

MADHU CHURCH

The fostivals at this Church will | express train has been
on the First

e s announced
Sunday of May and close
first Sunday of October.
Saturday nighs a Novena

celebrated at the Sanctuary,

every Sunday after Mass,
tue of Our Blessed Lady

carried in procession round the

Church.

Administr
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The Baccarat Scandal

in what is known as the Baccarat
menced before Lord Cuiet Justice
His Ruyal Highuess the Priuce of

be called as & witnes ib tie case,—dJuve st

The Baccarat Libel Case.
itor. 1 opening the
case for the piaingiff inshe Baccarat libel ac-

ward Clarke, Solicitor Geuerai,

tion, described at length the brilliac
Sic Gordon Cumnivg and referred

friendship witn the Prince of Wales,
sel urged that the defendants were mistaken
in their aceusation against the pluintiff.  Sir

Gordou Cummiug was theu called
evideuce solemuly deuied
cheating. Sir Cuarles Russell,

detuils of the night’s play,

but this Sir Williara frmly deuled.
was aojourncd.

London Jane 3. The cross examination of

the pisinuif iu the Buccarat Libel
resumed by Sir. Charles Rassell
when Sir Gordon
did nothing to ciear pimselt of

brought against bim uutit the scandal was

pubiished. H: then submitted th

uis Colouel, and instituted the prese 't action,
Prince of Wales was
and testitied
Gordon Cumming of ten

g Royal Highness the
catled a3 Ja witness

friendship with Sit
vears  Standiog. ‘Tne
svents which oceured ai it
and #aid he saw nothing o: tke
statement of the accusers,
gave evidenee, aufl testified that

Prince de

Commiag Lo ghrouguout denied his guilt bat
Genersl Williams) believed the witnesses of

the affair.

London. June 3. Sir  Charl
reniyiug for she defeudant in th
ilbei action,
have signed a coatession of guilt,

delayed in taking action, wbich in the present

cage (wis ouly taken wheun the p
Willism Gordon Cumming, had

care Lis retirement from the service oo half- | was made

pay,

London. Juned Sir Charles Rassell, con-
for the defendauts in the
the impossibility
and said that
innocent, would

tinuing his reply
Bacearat libsl action, arged

of his clients beiug mistaken,
Sir. W. Gurdon-Cumming, if
never anve sigued tne documen
never to play cards egain. He
brought the action for libel whe

that he was unable to retire from the ser-

vice on half pay without his con
scrutinised. Mr. Arthar Wilson,
defendants, testified to epeatedly
Gordon-Cumming increase the
he saw that the cerds he held
and others, he said, also noticed
ards,

C.MASSIET O.M. L

Goidon Cummning

he was guilty of
counsel for de-
fendauts, crossexamined the plaintiff on the
suggesting that
coustant altering of the stake had taken place,

Cammiag admitted that he

Wilson’s house

Geuveral Williums

said that Lo innocent man would

Russell replied on the whole case, which now
stands adjourred until Monday, ;

Boarded by brigands. The <Orient
bonrded by brigands
at Cherkesskoi, and an Eaglishman and four
Germans have been kidnapped by the band,
wao demsnd aransom  of eight tloasand
pounds before veleasing them.

A Gernan banker one of the passengers by
the Orient express who was giduapped by
brigauds has been released, in order to fetch
{he ransom demanded by the brigands for
the release of the captives, and he is retur-
ning to Kirkibissa with the mcney.

The Chilian_vyessel “ Itata,” which
escaped from Sau Diego with a large supply
of armws nnd ammupition for the use of the
jusurrectionist party, hus arrived At the port
of Copilla, and has been ordered to proceed to
Iquique, where she is expected to {arrive to-
MOIFOW.

The insargent steamer “Itata” arrived at
Iquique to-day. Sne was at once delivered
over to the United States war-vessels 1n port,
togetber wign the ve thousand rifles which
she bhad on board.
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Plague of locusts in Egypt- Stiicgent

case com- A
Cule.v?d;:; measures are being taken to preveut & threaten-
Wlew will | 20 tavaston of a plague of iocusts through the

whole of the Egyptian Delta,

The Cangress of Hygiepe.His High-
ness thie Guaeskwar of Barous has given &
donation of one huudred pounds to the Con-
gress on Hygiene and Demography. Lord
Reay, Sir Arthur Gordon, Sir Stewart. Bayley,
Sir William Hunter, Mr. James Mauclean and
Mr. Bhowaugiee Lave joined the committes of
the Congress. The ZLancel Lrges
experts should be sent to the Congress as In-

Sir Ed-"}

it career of
to 4is long
Coun-

aud in his

Secretary of State for India has suggested to
the Viceroy that this shall be done.

Ireland. Mr. Balfour, Chief Secretary for
Ireland, addressing a Unionist Meeting in
London, last night, said that the condition of
Ireland was so satisfactory tian excepb in the
case of one county it was now possible to
suspend the ¢riminal Conspiracy provisicns nf
the Crimes Act. i

The Behring sea fshery. The Bill
prohibiting Britisu sabjects trom sealing in
the Behring Sea uniil May, 1892, has passed
through the House of Commons. Sl

Tne issue 0f an Indian sterling

The case

action was
ayesterday.

the charge

e affair o

ceived ap to the 10 June.

A midnigut meeting of London
omnibus men. A great meeting of’ bus=
men and horsekeepers in the employ of the
London General Omnibus Company, was held
shortly after midaight on Saturday, at which
itj was resolved that they should go out on
8 rike immediately

Jone 8. The employes of the London
Road Cor Company have joined the strike of
busmen, There was a complete cessation of
of traffic yesterday, except in’tne case of a
few omnibuses belonging to private pro-
prietors. The strikers have p'aced pickets ab
all tie yards of the companies. An attempt
to run some omnibuss:s in the
| morning, but the drivers were forcibly com-
. pelled to return with their vehiclea, notwith-
standing that police protectinn was afforded.
In two cases the traces were cut and the
busses upset. Mr. John Burns was arrested in
‘the morning for intimidating drivers who were
willing to return to work. He was takeu to
Bow Street, but was released

Death of the“Grand Old Man” of
-Canada. The death is an..ounced of the Pre-
mier, Sit  J oho Macdonald.

Earthquakes in 1taly. Several sharp
earthquakes bave taken place in different parts
of Nortnern ltaly, chiefly 1 the province of
Verona, where a namber ~ of houses © were
thrown down:.by. the violence of the shocks,
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dian delegates at the public expense, and the |

loan of two milion =X huudred thonsand
to his | pounds is anmonnced, the minimum being fix-
ed at ninety-two pounds. Teuders will be re-!
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CHERCE SOTICE.

Hours oF DIvINE SERVICE
To-MorRoW >
A7 e CATHEDRAL
Mass 515 A M
s 630 A M
2 8 30 A M
Benediction #5155 P. M
LOCKL &C.
The Third Centenary of St. Aloy-

It has been. already an-
at the exprees desire of
His Holiness Pope i:e0 XIII the Third
Centenary of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, the
Patron of Youth, is to be celebrated all
over the world with great golemnity.
Grand preparations are going on in all
Catholic countries, and we learn from

sius Gonzaga.
nounced that,

she*Ceylon Catholic Messenger” that the !
| trying to do -som-thing

young wen of Colombo are working with
particular fervor. We hope that Jaffna,
too, will rise equal to the- occasion ‘and
fiittingly show her respect for the wishes
of the Sovereign Pontiff and the interest
she takes in the spiritual - welfare of her
youth.

Sunday the 21t Inst. is the day of the
Feast, and by way of preparation there
is to be a Novena, beginning this even-
ing, The order of spiritual exerciges
will be much the same as that observed
doring the Noveus preceding the feast
of the Sacred Heart, Mass every morning
at 6 30 a.30.,and Roswry,sermon and Bene-
diction every evening after the Angelus.
On the closing day there will be a High
Mass with Pontifical Assistance in the
Morzing and Solemn Vespers, Sermon
by the Bishop, Procession, Consecration
to St. Aloysins and Benediction, in the
evening.

The Rev. Fr. E. Ghilini, returned by
by the Mail Coach on Thursday last from
Anuradhapura sick with malarial fever.
We understand that the change of air
has already done him some good and we
hope that he_ will soon be himself again.

Mr. G. A. Van Houten bas arrired aud
assumed daties ss Deputy  Fiscal and Asst.
Superintendent of Police in succession 5 Mr.
Ruuad. He is also to be an nuofficial Police
Magistrate and 2 Justice of the P-acs.

Death of Mrs.; Thomas Olegasag-
ram. Weregret to record the death which
ook place yesterday morning ,of Mrs.
Ponnamma Olegasagram, the wife of
Mr. Thomas Olegasagram and sister of
Mr. Advocate Allegakoen. Mr. Olega-
gagram Was only recently appointed
Subeollector of Customs, Mannar, and de-
Jayed proceeding to his new station on
account of his wife’s approaching cou-
finement. The separabion now caused
by death cannot but ba & soarce of deep

= | throb witha heavenly joy; for
|

|
&

{

afiiosion. Much symputhy will be felt |

with the beareaved husband and children

The Inspector General of Police.
Tt is stated that Mr. G. W. R. Campbell
vetives on 8 pension of Re. 11,000 per
aupam  and a K.O.M.G.ship and] shat
Major Knollyscomes from Jamaica to take
his place. Mr. Ellis will continue at the
head of the Prisons Dept,

There is a Fearl Oyster pow on
show in London, containing no fewer
than seven pearls in a cluster.

The Civil Service.—It is now, we be-
lieve, protty certain that neitter Mr. G.W,
Patterson nor Mr, Worthington will retmino.
I this case we suppose Mr, John de Saram
will be confirmed at Galle,—Mr. Liescning
going to Jaffva, Mr. Conclly going to Kurue
negala avd Mr de Livera being confirmed at
Kalatara. Observer,

Her Majesty’s Birthday. His Excel-
lency the Governor will hold a Levee at the
Pavilion, Kandy, on Friday, the 19th instant, at
1 P. M., in honor of Her Majesty’s Birth-
day.

CORRESPONDENCE

" 5" We do not hold ourselve®
answerable for correspondents’
opinions. i3

] CHILAW.
6th June 1891
Dear Mr, Editor,

The beautifal feast of the Sacred Heart, ‘

which the childven of that all lovirg
Heart had been awaiting with such im-
meand gone. -The dawn

y made our hearts

| teved the shop,

i
{

|
5
{

i

| Hoart.

& moment
ve thonght we were no moreon earth.—
the haopiness we fclt ab seeing our
dear Lord so much loved and honoured,
and the consolations which thab day
brought to our ‘own hearts, made US
believe we were in our heavinly home
with the Angels and Saints; but the
day has passed, and has reminded us

that we are still what we are—poor mis-

erable exiles in a valley of tears. But
?hongh the day has passed the graces
it brought with it have nob passed.

I felt extremely glad to hear through
“the Guardian” of the wonders which the
disciples of the Sacred Heart ure doing
in Jaffna. Fifteen yezrs ago, there was
a great deal of coldness and indifference
in Jaffna; now it isallonfire, and who
can doubt but that iv is the Sacrea Heart
that has set it on fire.

We too in our little corner have been
for the Sacred
Though the - Confraternity has
not as yet been properly established,
the faithful of both sexes, who desire
to become its members, displayed mnch
zeal and enthusiasm daring the triduum
that preceded the day of tle Sacred
Heart. The attendance at the sermons and
Benediction was very consoling. The
young men - in particalar gave great
proofs of their fervour by the troumble
they took to adorn the altar of the
Sacred Heart.

On the morning of the 5th there was
High Mass; in the evening golemn Vos-
pers were sung, followed by & Sermon
by the Rev. Fr. Le Lons. He took for
his test the words of our Lovd: “I have
ccme to cast fire on— the earth,” and
he went-on proving in avery pathetic
strain that there is no devotion so dear
to the Church, so well calculated to
make one advance in viitue, norsocons
soling to the heart as the devotion to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Sermon
tonched the wudience very mauch, and
was greatly apprecisted by all those
who could appreciate it. The benedic-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament brought
this beantifal day to & close. The music
of that day greatly pleased all those
who knew anything about ib.

All praise apd honor %3 the Sacred

Heart!
A DISCIPLE OF THE MASTER.

PUITLAM.
4th Jane 1891,

WeaTEzR. —The intolerable heat of the place
is beiny snppressed by the strong cold wind
which blews from the South West, bringing
over out heads damk rainy clouas, Feser that
raged fearfully some two: mauths ago is now
rather abated. The province seems to have had
refreshing showers - of rain everywhere. The
Dedro-oya overfl iwed on many oceasions, theie.
by eausing delay to the Couch traffic.

THE Locar TeLrerapn-OFFice.—I see people
especially merchants frequenting the telegraph
station, thus esjoving the privilege of a tele-
graph sration in Pat:lam. The Postmaster is
now provided with a temporary assistant as he
he couli not do the work alone owing to his
iliness. Tkhe assisant I am told, is now on his
way to Mannar, whither be has obtained & trans.
fer from Colombo,

Tng Rev FR. GoURET proceeded yesterday
to Anuradhapura in acswer toa telegram ha
received from Jaffua informing him of the sick-
ness of Rev. Fr. Ghilini who is in tiie Anura-
dhapura district and to whom Fr, Gouret’s help
is much needed.

Pue  CerisraTION of the month of May
ended as snccessfully as usoal. £

The following story of Baroum is told -
by “Professor” Butchings, the “lightning cal-
culator”. Barnum used to go at one time to a
certain New York barber, by name Higyginson
One day the shewman entered the shop in a
harry, and found his particular chair being:
filled by a bucvlic Irish man. “I'l pay for
you, if you will give me first chance” said
Barnum addressing the son of Erin, It was
a bargain. Bat next day when Barnum en= -

for jnst 7 dols. 50 cents. The Irishman had
seized the opportavity for & bath, a haircot
an elaborate shampoo, whiskers trimmed and
curled, boots blacked ete. Burpum paid the
bill, He also sought out the Irishman and
ave him a season_ ticket to his museum. The
old showman dearly loved & joke gven 8t his
own expense,

he was presented with a bill -
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SIN AND THE “MORNING STAR”

The “Star”” begins an article on *Sin”

many hazy aund conflicting ideas on
the sabject, and it is desirable to get
clear views.”” The above sentence na-
tarally led ns to think that the “Star™
was going to throw some new light on.
the true nature of sin. Bar, after hav-
ing gone over the article in question,
we conld not refrain from applying to
our Manipai Divine the following
words of Holy Writ: “Physician,” heal
thyself”, (St. Luke ch. 4. v. 23): “Cast
out first the beam oui of thy own eye,
and then shalt thon see to cast out the
mote out of thy brother’s eye.” St.
Math, (Ch, 7. v. 5.) He first requires
some enlightenment on the subject; for
the not:ons be has of sin are obscure
and erroneons. “Sin, according to him,
consists only iu a wreng choice”. We do
not think that a wrong choice consti-
tutes the true nature of sin, for a
wrong choice may be sinless; aud in fact,

| “considering sin as a kind of disease | is inspited. However, as a matter of
| brosght over from a previous existence fact Protustants admit several books,

snd cansed by an unfortunate conca-)
tenation of eircumstances, for which no
one is responsible; for one of their puets
Venianna, says thbat, “as it is water
that produces mud, and water that |

washes it away, so it is man’s will that!

canzes sin and blots it oat.”

A LOCAL BOARD FOR JAFFNA

Tho following remarks made by Mr. | of these thab Protestanis know the

John Rudd in the course of  his/
reply to the address presented to him |
at the Katcherri pandal fully!
bears ont what we have otten said in |
our colamns—that Jaffna is not yet !
ripe for a local Board. A Local Board |
means an increase of tages. Our town |
is too poor to K ar the heavy taxes
consequent on the establishment of a |
Board. We. hope that the sensible re- |
marks of Mr. Rudd jwho knew Jaffna
so well and who found it so hard to|
collect evena third of the Polise tax will
open the eyes of those who advocate a |
Local Boatd for Jaffna, i

it is gereraty said thag & Local Board should l
be the furerunser of these sausitary improves !
mwents. Granted that the santation of the
town would be better attended to by a Loceal
Board, but are tie peaple prepared to psy the
increased taxes which will follow inits wake?

The extreme poverty of the place and the ig-

norance of tiie masses have hitherto stood in

it often happens that men m.ke a wrong |
choice withoat committing even a veui- |
al sin. Sin is an offence against God |
committed by a rational creature: it is
an act of disobedience to God or a vo-
Luntary transgression of the Law of
God; or to define it more distinctly:

sin is any thoag™t, word, deed or omis-

sion agamnst the law of God. By the
Law of God is meant not only the
commaudments of the Decalogue, but
any precept whatever, given by a lawful
authority which obliges in conscieuce
like the commandments of God: To
make a sin, three conditions are neces-
sary: advertence, liberty and concent,
The sinner must kuow the malice of
the act he commits. lnadverteuce to
the malice excuses, but not always, be-

" ganso inadvertence itself may be culpa-

ble in ics canse, through wilful igno-
rauce, negligeuce, passion, bad babits
or the thonghtlessuess with which he
commits an ac. of which he suspects
the danger. Liberty is the power of
the will either to do an action or not.
There eaa beno real sin when the will
i3 powex‘less, .as it happens sometimes

in sleep, OF in an irvesistible paroxysm |

;n the sudden frenzy of a passion which
affects the reason. Consent is the free
act of the wiil accepting, directly or in-
directly, the forbidden object present.
ed to it, au acceptance which does
not imply a formal intention of commit-
ting sin or otfending the Divine Majes-
ty. Cousent is direci, when we desire
the thing in itself: 7ndirect, when we
desire it in its cause. Qur will can act
with regard to the proposed action in
three different ways, (1) by coasenting
positively—then there is sin; (2) by
resisting positively—then there is no sin,
(3) by remaining neutral, passive, with-
oat any positive act of resistance or
conseat: theu we often expose ourselves
to sin, even mortally, especially at
times of delicate temptatious.

Our contemporary asserts in the
same article that sin cannot be attribat.
ed to any cause or reason, except the
siuper hixeelf. We admit with him
that the formal cause of sin is the sin-
per’s will. Bat as a rule, the sinner’s
will without ceasing to be free, is ac-
tuated by other causes, which are culled
by Divines, impulsive: these are tempta-~
tions. By temptations we under.staud
in goneral, every attraciion .and inter.
nal or external force which induces us
to sin, They are excited within by
oar tiree spititual euemies, namely,

" the world, the flesh nud the Devil.

The “*Star’’ a little farcher says thab
¢, man is not a siuner even though he
oecastonally sins.”  Uf course a man
who occasionally commits a glievous Sitt
j& not an habitual sinner, but he is a
cinner before God.—Were the™“Star's’
assertion true, aman who oceasion«
ally commits adultery, should not ve
punished; because he 18 not a swmner—
and the action he bas committed is not
a grievons offence-—Who.does not seo
{bo utter absardity of such a doctrine.

Before closing our remarks on this
subject we donot think that the “Star”
iy right in accusing all -the Hindas of

the way" of introducing these and otber im-
provements and I do vot knww whether Jaf- |
fna is now ripe for this, I think not. This |
has been the strong ohjeetion of your Govern- |
ment Agent who would otherwise be only too
glad to share bis responsibilities with a Board.
I know what _great difficuity there is in re-
covering even a third of the expenaiture on
acconnt of Police and every year this diffi-
cuity increases. But the Local Board v ill
certainly be givau you, if a large mass Meet-
ing be beld and tie Government Agent's |
hand is forced; otherwise. for a few yearsto
come Jaffoa is not prepared for such an |
expensive institution. I kuow several towns
ieferior to Jaffua in every respect which can
boast of Local Boards sach as Gampola,
Newara Elya. Negomb), Batticaloa; but from |
what I hear of sowe of these at least, it |
seems they wonld bLe glad to get rid of tuese
institutions, Of couise in the beginning they
liked theo idea of self Government and their
taking steats on tte Bosrd, but when they |
find at wi at expense this vauity isindulged |
1, they wishi a thorsand times to get clear |
of them. A chetty coming from Gampola |
told me the other day tbat every body at|
Gampola curses the board, for the taxes it
imposes are very bhurdensome, ~ The Local
Boardis not working well at Batticaloa, the
same report. comes from saveral other towns— |
all here should know how careful we should |
be before we cOmmit ourselves to any such
step.

7 XXXI1I ARGUMENTS !

AGAIN>X THE PROTESTANT |

RULE.OF FAITH. i
>

(Continued.) i

It can be proved from the writings |
of the Fathers of the first three cen-
turies, that. a full list of the Old Tes-
tament books incloding Machabeces.
Wisdom etc., was anthorised by the
Apostles. Clement of Rome, Polycarp,
Irenceus, Tertulliau, Clement of Alex-
andria, and others qaote from the
deutero canonical books as from the
rest of Scripture. We find these books
placed in every manuscript of the LXX,
sranslated into the Old Latin version.
All the evidence is in favor of the Ca-
tholie canon.

The ancient Sclismatical churckes
of Russia, Greece, Syria, etc, agree
with the Catholic Church iuo giving the
pames of the canonical books. The
Schismatical Council of Jerasalem,
which met in 1672, givesa list of the
sacred books, which agrees with that
of Trent. i

The Lutherans and the Anglicans
treat the deutero-canonical books with
special reverence.

" Sines 1825, there have been fierce
discussions in Germany as to whether
the “Apocrypha” should not be in-
claded within the sacred canon. The
question, however, is no longer so ini-
portant to Protestants as it used to be

The denial of all supernatwal inspi-
ration in the Bible has become com-
mon among the leading theologians:
So that discassions abont the names
of the ingpired books _is looked upon.as
useless waste of time. The Protestant
Philosopher Hagel could not bear to
hear the expression “Sacred Scripture.”

Protestants sometimes assert that
they know the inspired books of the Old
Testament _from their being qaoted in

i
|
{
|
|
!

| what reason have they to reject the

| Protestants to demonstrate the eanon
| matter above doubt.

| on the subject, the Muratorian canon

7 B
tament, wou W Bh (Y| biaakV

snch s Judges, Eeclesiastes, Canticles,
ote. to which there is no reference in
the New Testameunt, while they reject
others to which allusion is made by the
Apostles, {Wisdom, Machabees etc )

With regard to the canon of the New
Testament, there are wo ways by which
Protestants endeavour to establish it.

(1) 1tis asserced aceording to one

names of the inspired books of the New
Testament, from the names of their
authors, and from the fact that Oaur
Lord promised His special assistauee
te them at all times. To this it may |
be answered that St. Mark & St Luke \
were not Apostles. So the Protestant
argument does uot cover the whole |
ground. Again what reason have Protest-
ants to accept the books writtea by St.
Mark and,St. Loke as iospired. while
they reject the writings of the other im |
mediate successovsjof the Apustles, such
as St. Barnabas, and St. Clement ? and

writings of St. Bartholomew, who was
an Apostle ? ;
(2) The oiher method adopted by

of the New Testament is to seek for
evidence of it in the writings of the
early Christian writers. But such rea-
sons do uot exist as weuld place the

Protestants make much of the cangu
of Muratori. This relic is as old as
A, D. 180. According i ~or. West-
cott, the highest . Protestant authority |

does mot coutain “‘the epistle to the |
Hsbrews, IL of St. Peter, while ity
notices the partial reception of the |
(sparions) Apocalypse of St. Peter”
and his words express the general opi-
wion of scholars, except that many with
very stiong reasous add I Peter also |
to the list of the omitted books (Hil-
gevfeld). Again “the Peschito or Syriac
Translation which belongs to the third |
century,” says the Protestant uanoni
Westcott above quoted, ‘““omits Jude, |
I[. Peter, II, o 11I. of St. John aund |
the A pocalypse.”

“In the Western Church” says the
same Protestant anthority “the epistles
of St. James and St. Peter were still
(A. D. 300) unknowu and unused, and
the Epistle to the Hebrews not admitted |
as Apostolical.” “The second Epistle of |
St. Peter is accepted as St. Peter's”
says Dr. Farrar “merely on the aan.
thority of the church cf the fourth
century. As regavds external evidence,
the epistle is not quoted, and is
not certainly referred to by a single |
writer of the first and second centuries.’

Eosebigs sams up the opinion which
prevailed in the Ante-Nicene age as
follows: He divides the books of the|
New Testament, into such as were
acknowledged viz: the four Gospels,
Acts ete., and those which were dis- |
puted, embracing the deuatero-canoni-
cal books. (Hebrews, IL. Peter, IL &
III of St. John, St. James, St. Jude,l
and the Apocalypse, ‘

There was much doubt and uncer
tainty about the canonicity of the
deatero-canonical books of the New
Testament, antil the matter wa, settled
by the Council of Hippo (393) and
Carthage (398) aud finally by P pes
Innocent 1 (405) aud Gelasius (495)
in the fifth centory. This canon was
subsequently promulgated by the (Bcao- |
menical Councils of Florence (14..'.,“-|
1445), of Trent (Sess. 1V-i_546.) and |
by the Vatican Council (1870). And|
Protestants who disregard the antho- |
rity of the Church, have thersfore no:
means ¢f settling the canon of several |
books of the New Testament from either
internal or patristic evidence, \

RAILWAY EXTENSION E
NORTHWARDS. |

SANCTION OF SURVEY OF FIRST SECTION,
PornGAHAWELA T0 KURUNEGATA.

We are glad to learn that the survey |
of ths section of the Railway Northwards, |
from Polgahawela to Kurunegale Las
been sanctioned. Mr. Waring, the Chief
Engineer of Railway Kxtensions, pro--
coeded to Kurunegale last week, and
accompanied by the Government Agent,
Mr. Allanson Bailey, made an inspection
of the country through which the first
section is to pass. Few engineering

i i ﬁﬁ’@ countered, and save
é‘ﬁ? cﬁjﬁ é cross the section,

&l’]ﬁh&ﬂhor@nparativdy ensy trace.

The survey, we learn, will bc commernc-
ed in a fortnight. Mr. Fred. Grinlinton
of the Survey Department, made a
survey of the country from Polgaha-
wola o Dambool, and it is to be found
among th, last batch of Sessional Papers.
No doubt this Document will be useful
in the work about to be started by the
Engineer of Railway Extensions.
No sites have yet beon selected and
determined on for stations, but it is clear
that Potuhera, a village six miles from
Kurunegale, will have a station. =
Itis to be hoped that during the re-
gime of His Excellency Sir Arthur Have-
lock, to whom the inhabitants ot the
town and District of Kuranegale are be-
holden, thervailway thither will be com-
pleted and those benefited be able to
show their gratitnde to Sir Arthur when
they welcome lim again to the district.
Independent.

’

THE CATHOLICS OF BRITISH INDIA

(The Catholic Review, New -York)

Qur brethren in Hindostan are at
present suaffering ‘from a peculiar trou-
ble, aad are threatened from without
wish astriking danger. Itis necessary
that they should rcceive from their fov-
tunate Lreshren in North Ameriea lively
and active sympathy. The trouble is
caused by the Portuguese Government
the danger threatening them comes
trom Jlussia.

" [After giving the history of the Pad-
roado in » few words, our contemporary
coutinuss |

The Catholics are consequently in
despair,, albhough conscious that the
Holy Seeqs more anxious than themselves
to get vi® of the dou.le jurisdiction.
How irrita¥ng such a state of things
must be Awericans can easily realize
if they have any familiaricy with similar
questions whieiz im minor degrees trou-
ble the peace of iwe church in this
country.

~In addision to this trouble comes the
threat of Russian iv~asion of India. It
is a trne threat,not aphantom of poli-
tics, and means serious danger for the
Catholic missions of India; for if ever
the latter country passes into the power
of the Cazar, the Catholies of India
will be wiped out as thoroughly as were
the Cathoiics of Northeru Africa in
early times. Is is therefore, out of
lace for Catholic journals to express
delight at the advauce of Russia upon
India and to pray for the honr when
England’s Indian empire will vanish
from her grasp. The poetry of ven-
geance is thriiliug, but in this case it
is not - pleasant. England has been
ferocious in her day, but her teeth and
claws are gone, her temper issweeter,
and she is a more desirable neighbour
for Christians than the northern bear,
red with the blood of Catholic martyis
To the Casholics of India, made up like
ourselves of all nations, we can offer
sympathy in their peculiar and unplea-
sant position; with the hope that they
may rvid themselves of grasping Portu-

| gal speedily and escape the clutches of

the Czar.

Conversions. The Rev, C.B. Dawson,
of Exeter College, Osford, Curate of all
Hallows, Southwark, has been received
into the Catholic Church by the Rev.
Father Luke Rivington.

The “Movimento Catolico” of Madrid
states that the Scottish engineer engaged
in the construction of ironclads at Bilbao
has been received into the Catholic
Church, receiving the Sacrament of Bap-
tism in a charch at Deunsto. ;

Mgr. de Courmont, Vicar-Apostolie
of Zanzibar, lately said Mass at an altar
erected on Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest
peak in Southern Africa. The altar was
erected at a height of 9,000 feet; 5,000
feet higher the missionaries have cut a
colossa: Cross in the mountain side,
which will be visible for miles., The
mission statior at Kilimanjaro is alsoone
of the armed posts of the anti-slavery
crasade.

An An cdote of Cardinal Newman
The following auecdote of Cardinal New-
manis told by a London paper: “He
was once travelling, before his elevation
to the Cardinaiate, from XEdgbaston to
some station along the line, seated in
a third clas: carriage. A poor Irish-

| woman sat opposite him. Dr. Newman

was not onc who gave much thought
to his personal appearance, and his black
clothes may have had a threadbare and
neglected look, his face, wau and thought-
ful, evidently soggested poverty and
‘pinching to the heart of the daughter
of the Hmerald Isle, for, as she was
leaving the cavriage, she slipped 'a small
coin into kis hund, saying, “&et your-
self something to eat, me good man. You
look tired and bungry.” The great
Churchman prized thut lovely gift more
highly than many honors that were
lavished upon him. By
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