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FOREWORD

It is with much pleasure that I accept Mr. Tambimuttu’s
invitation to me to write a foreword to his book DRAVIDA.
In a short compass he has managed to tell the story of the Tamil
countries and their civilization in a very readable and interesting
manner. He has read widely and writes with clarity and pre-
cision. He follows the best authorities accessible to him and
his narration is marked by an admirable sense of proportion.
His illustrations, few as they are, are well chosen and the cul-
tural side of our history receives adequate attention.

History can never attain a totally objective standpoint even
if any science can ; and Mr. Tambimuttu’s work is necessarily to
some extent an expression of his personality. It is possible
that the reader occasionally comes across opinions and estimates
he does not readily accept; but every one who reads this little
book, 1 hope there will be many who do so, will readily recog-
nise that the author has fulfilled with great ability the difficult
task he imposed on himself of producing a short history of
South India for the general reader. On the whole he has
successfully resisted the temptation to read present disputes into
the past to the extent of obscuring its real character, and he
deserves a word of commendation.

This is the first book I have seen which seeks to satisfy a
want that has been felt for some years, viz,, a history of South
India as a whole, and not merely of any single dynasty or of a
particular period. I hope that scholars in our schools and
colleges will find good use for it as also the general reader.

K. A. NILAKANTA SASTRL

University of Madras,
2nd February, 1943.
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It is my earnest wish that all Tamils should possess
a sound knowledge of their great past. The average
Tamil, even if educated, is far too culpably ignorant of
the proud heritage of their race. 1 however realised that
most people have neither the time nor the inclination
to study great research works such as those produced by
scholars during the past twenty-five years or more as these
- are multiplying rapidly. It is especially for the benefit of
this large class that | have compiled this little book.
I am conscious of the limitations of my own scholarship
in a historical field of such extensive and almost bewilder-
ing ramifications, and my sincere thanks are therefore
due to Rev. Father Gnana Pirakasar, Swami Vipula-
nanda and Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, M.A., whose
helpful advice and encouraging words urged me on to
finish the task that I had undertaken.

My sincere thanks are also due to Mr. Q. Delilkhan
for having read through the proofs and to Mr. S.
Sivapathasunderam for having helped me with some
illustrations.

I shall consider my labour well rewarded if th1s
little work would rouse in the reader the desire to know
more,

E. L T.
Wellawatte,
10-9-45.
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CHAPTER T

Indin, often described as a sub-continent, is a country nearly as large
as Lurope and like Earope is Lhe home of several nationalities (now called
i . lingunistic groups) each with a language, culture and political
Pre-historic history of its own, ‘The Pathans, Punjabis and Rajputs of
the North, the Gujaralis and Mabarattas of the West, the
Hengalees and Bilaris of the East, the Andhras, Kannadas, Tamils and
Malayalees of the South, and even the Sinhalese whose home is Ceylon, are
all children of Mother India.

They are all descended {rom the various races that, from the remotest
past, had invaded India and settled down in this country. Of these the
most important are the Dravidians, Aryans and the Islamic

L ::;ples races. The Dravidians and the Aryans are Hindus by religion,
Ricesof and they are olten classed as a single community for political
India purposes. The Islamic races consist of Arabs, Turks, Afghans
and Mongols. They are of course Muslims and they have

been largely supplemented by converts from Hindvism, The other religious
proups such as the Buddhists, Jains and Christians are all converts from
Hinduism and therefore belong either lo the Dravidian or the Aryan races.

Times

The Dravidians who represent the most ancient civilized population of
India occupy practically the entire peninsula. Even the population of the
The North-Eastern and Western regions are found to be of mixed
Aryo-Dravidian, Mongole-Dravidian and  Sytho-Dravidian

REE::.:;EI‘IE origin (Fig. 1). The Aryans though numerically inferior, have
Distribution considerably strengthened their position by spreading their

language and cullure and thus weaning many Dravidian tribes
from the parent stock. They predominate in the North. The WMuslims,
scattered all over India, areloudly clamouring for a national home in certain
parts of North India where they are in a majority,

Some well-meaning people say that neither the Dravidian nor the
Aryan race exists today in India, and that these names merely refer to
linguistic groups. No doubt both races have now lost much of their
purity by yvears of intermixture, and a common religion has also had its
share in minimising their dilferences. Nevertheless to suggest that they have
now fused into a single race is far from the truth,

In the North-West, now outside India proper, there still exists a
Deavidian dialect called Brahui. In the Indus Valley, archaeological excava-
lions have brought to light the remains of several pre-historic cities of |
[Yravidian origin at least 5,000 years old. These facts are sullicient to show'
thal at one time—about five thousand vears ago perhaps—lhe whole of
India was under the sway of the Dravidian race. Today Dravidians who
atill speale _[_l;:l.%‘m lanesages, suelias Jélagd;~Tamil, Kannada, Malaya-
lag e Tulu 4fe 2enily a fliotity and are confined to the Madras Presi-
tency including the Cochin, Travancore and Pudukotta States, Mysore and
parts of Hyderabad Staies.

The Northern and Eastern Provinces of Ceylon where the Ceylon
Timils live should also be considered part of the modern Dravidian country.,
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The word “Dravidian” is derived {rom the Aryan word “Dravida” ot
wDramila” which are found to be only corruptions of the name Tamil
Origin of The origin of the Tamil or Dravidian race is lost in the mist
the of hoary antiquity. There are many strange stories and con
Dravidian flicting thearies about it. ‘The presence of numerous aborigina
Race tribes in the hilly and jungle regions of India and Ceylo
suggest that the Dravidians had at some remote perio
entered Indin as invaders. They might have driven the uncivilize
aborigines into the hills and forests and settied down in the fertile wvalley
and alluvial pluins where they built up great civilizations.in course of time
such as the one discovered in the Indus Valley. In North India, the pre
historic civilization of the Dravidians, was either destroyed or absorbed b
later invaders. In peninsular India, however, especially in the extrem
South, where the Dravidian civilization faurished well into historic times,
gradual blending of the aboriginal lithic culture and the Iron.-age civiliza
tion of the Tamils has been noticed. It is possible therefore that th
Dravidinns absorbed a considerable portion of the indigenous population
This process of absorption can be noticed even teday in South India and
Ceylon where the Veddabs, Irulas and others are slowly merging into th
civilized population.

Till about the second millennium before Christ, there lived in th
country now called Irag, a people known as the Sumerians  Their burie
The cities _h:ure now been unearthed, and it was believed that the
Sumierians were the carliest and the best-known example of a race o
people who were undoubtedly the pioncers of human civil
sation. No less an anthority than Dr. Hall has pointed out that the
Sumerians closely resembled the Hindus of South India—i.e. the Dravidians
Many think therefore thal the forefathers of the Dravidians migraled t
India from the region of ancient Sumeria,

Recent archaeological discoveries in the Indus Valley have brought t

light the great similarity between the pre-historic culture of India and tha

fidie of Sumeria. I}ul:lnl. the same time they 11;}1-‘{-. helped us to pu

Valle back the beginnings of civilization in India to such a remot

Y  period that it sounds unreasonable to give it a Sumeria

origin. It is more likely that these were conlemporary civilizations of
kindred race,

One of the peculiar customs of pre-historic people was the burying
their deadl in earthenware jars or nrns. This type of burial with loc
; . varintions was common to Dboth the Sumerians and th
Pre&':::ig:r'c Dravidians, but quite foreign to the Aryans and others wh
Cistaim later found a ]Immc in I_ndm. Numerous burial urns were di
o covered in Sindh and in the Indus Valley, and they are n
doubt relics of the days when Dravidians occupied this region. In Soutl
India this custom survived up to the early centuries of the Christian era an
- s B T v - - 5
there is reference in TamiiTTiERure te-the urr=serial piven to a Chala ki
named Killi-Valavan. Although no major arcimeologici. gacavation haw
yet been undertaken in Sonth India, several accidental discoveries hay
been made. Among them the most signilicant is an ancient cemete
containing thousands of burial urns, discovered in Tinnevelly along the ba
of the Tambraparani river. From time to time, workmen engaged in buildi

o J“"‘__-
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operations have also come across burial-urns practically everywhere in the
Madras Presidency. The Tamils were perhaps the last of the Dravidians to
give up this custom.

The Indus Valley Dravidians of pre-historic times liad reached a very
high state of civilization when they were overwhelmed by a less civilized
I race. Both archacological evidence and the recorded obser-
ndus : : ; :
Vall vations of the Aryan invaders poinl to the fact that the
Civilization Dravidian cities consisted of hundreds 'of buildings, some
many stories high. Even the common people are [ound to have
lived in well-built houses provided with water and drainage. They knew how
to work in metals and manufactured glass and pottery of many designs. A
bronze statuette found at Mohan-jo-Daro was recognized as that of a
dancing girl very much resembling her modern sisters of South India.
These pre-historic people also possessed a system of writing now known as
pictograph characters. [nscriptions discovered in the Indus Valley are siill
being studied by scholars with a view to deciphering them. It is possible
that this form of writing was common to all Dravidians, although no dis-
covery in support of this has yet been made in South India,

Modern Dravidians are of course Hindus, but Hinduism is not a
religion in the same sense as Christianity or Islam. It was not founded by
‘ . a single individual teacher. It really represents the accumulai-
Péf:::;?;r:c ed wisdom of the two rices—the Dravidian and the Aryan—
Religious ::n]lacted together during a period of at least fifty centuries.
Cults There are two main schools of Hinduism—Vaisnavism and
Saivism. In a very broad sense it can be said that Saivism is
founded on the pre-historic religions cults of the Dravidians. Even today
Suivism is the popular religion of the great Dravidian population of South
India and North Ceylon, and it is a significant fact that it was in the Tamil
country that this cult developed into the Sidhanta philosophy.

In the seals discovered at Mohan.jo-Daro can be seen the fgures of
birds and animals drawn around a man seated cross-legged, The f[gure,
,though only in outline, bears much resemblance to the popular conception of
Siva. Some authorities lilke Rev, Father Heras are of apinion that the man
represents the prototype of Siva, and the objects around him the emblems
of the varions totemistic tribes into which the Dravidians were then
divided.  Siva in the symbolic form of the “lingam" was also worshipped
by pre-historic Dravidians just as their descendants do loday. These pre-
Aryan inhabitants of North India excelled not only in arts and crafts but
they also knew a good deal about astronomy, medicine and other sciences,
Their knowledge of diseases peculiar to the Indian climate and the efficacy
of indigenous herbs must really have been great. The Aryans, it is said, took
up the study of these subjects mainly as a resull of their contact with the
non-Aryan native tribes. The extant Sanscrit works on these subjects are
no doubt the fruits of this cultural contact (Mukerji’s Hindu Civilization).
This advanced civilizatiop discovere2 it the Iadus Valley could not have
been pecaiirdanibis regienenty.  The Dravidians of the South must have
been equally civilized and cultured. In the next few chapters we shall
see how far Tamil tradition and literature support this claim,



CHAPTER I

——

The pre-historic civilization of the Dravidians is 'rl.he hed-.mck mL
fmmdatimi on which every invader of India from the Vedic Aryans lc; llui
modern Europeans built or tried lo _bu}lr] their own cu tura

The edifices. Like the foundation of a building, this foundaltion of
Coming of Indian culture is not seen by the casual observer, and las
the Aryans ;. .fore been completely forgotten. The warious Super-
structures that have risen on this foundation, {mm the coming of ’rh-';‘:1 ‘ﬁ:!y.unﬁ
to the consolidation of British power in India, ]1:nn:: _;tll bcenl stu. ie' and
acimired, but little do we know about Lhe foundation laid by our pre- iistoric
anceetars that now lies buried deep in the sands of time. .

We lave seen how more than five thousand years ago India “'Iﬂ?- a
civilized country. Contemporary civilizations also {lnuns'l;lcg in [r?:;::utrrlit::.l;
Palestine, Egypt and other countries of the Near East. ]A diﬁ&ﬂ_ : o
were then inhabited by people more or less inter-related, an u:uI LI' ;
and beliefs too had muoch in common, The Dravidians of Souih Ind |I_a 1:1
the direct descendants of this race. Between the third and thtlt ourth
millenniums before Christ a race of fair-skinned qeople, whose home 15
believed to have been somewhere in Central Asia, began tﬁ over-run
Europe in the West, and the then civilized countries in the South.

Turope, they easily overcame the aboriginal tribes, and established
themiglrcs i:E the N::;L‘H‘l, yTDda}" their descendants proudly call I:h:I:msfel'.:[cs
the Nordic race. At that time however they were little beiter tllan ht I!F
indigenous tribes whom they had displaced, They were more c_:lf ,eﬁi, ﬂni
civilized and worshipped numerous gods who were buk personi :Im i |1sti
Mature, Some tribes belonging to the same race found their way south
wards and little by little overcame the civilized people of th!::_ Mediterranean
countries. They absorbed the conquered Jweulplc and their -::ult::res: 2“[1
in course of time developed a grander civilization than the one hey t?lt
destroyed. This new civilization reached its zenith in Greece ﬂ-li]ld 1;; : [
islands of the Acgean Sea. From here it found its way to t eR alint
Peninsula where it grew into the great Homan Civilization. The Roman
under Constantine the Greatf, their Emperor {:LFD: 35:4-_3{?51. Ei‘L{:Ei!'.rl
Christianity as their stale religion, and soon Christian missionaties from
Rome spread the religion and culture of Southern Europe into t'm:t Llpfulttr{
of North Europe including the British Isles. Until they accepted C nlﬁﬁmm
the South Europeans too were worshippers of Nature Gods and Go ]Iesses
and their deities such as Appollo, Mars, Jupiter and others are only 1
well-known. d

This fair-skinned race who invaded Europe and the countries aroun
the Mediterranean Sea, began to arrive in India aE-uut th
same period,  Her v called themselves “Aryans,” it nam
by which the wliole race fsaow kifowh.

We have seen how the Aryans migrated to different countries -&n
different climes, Consequently they became separated and each uni
developed in its own way. Meavertheless the various languages :1].1-::}' , spia
today can bs traced to a common origin, They are now referre _tlc: as £
Aryan family. We should not however think that all those who spea

Aryans in
india

( 5 )
languages belonging to the Aryan family arve also Aryans by race. It is a

well-known fact that the Aryans forced their language on all the conguered
mations. Even the unconquered people were greatly influenced by them.

The first wave of Aryan immigration coming through the North-West

clicd not spread Sounth of the Sutlej and Jumma rivers. Tn the region to the

The North of these rivers the Aryans first seltled down. In

Vedic Age course -of fime more and more of Aryan tribes began to

arrive, and naturally they began to spread lowards the

South always keeping along the rich and fertile banks of the two great rivers,
the Indus and the Ganges,

They remained a semi-nomadic people for a long time, depending on
their cattle and, like their European Linsmen, they worshipped numerous
Natore Gods such as Suriya (sun), Agni (fire), Vayu (wind)and a horde of
other powers, They also possessed a number of H ero-Gods, the chief of
whom was Indra.

The rich and ferlile country which now became their home, by and by
changed them into an ambitious and aggressive race. They were quick to
learn and adopt the ways of the civilized natives, but at the same time they
spurned the indigenous people and sought to dominate them. This no
doubt led to a long-drawn oot struggle between the two races.

The life led by these early Aryans in their new home with the natives
opposing them at every step, their fears and their hopes, are all well
partrayed in the hymns of the Rig Veda, believed to have been sung by
Aryan Rishis (holy men) during this period. Whalever hidden meanings
philosophers of later times may have discovered in the Rig Vedic hymns,
they are, first and primarily, simple outbursts of praise and thanksgiving to
the Gods for faveurs received, and humble supplications for [urther help of a
mare or less pelitical nature.

Indrn was perhaps the earliest of their Hero-Gods, and it is to him that
most of the Vedic hymns are addressed. The natives were divided into
numerous tribes, the more advanced of whom lived in well fortified citadels.
They do not appear to have united together in their struggle against the
Avyans. Theinvaders therefore conquered them tribe by tribe, The Rig Veda
4-30-20, gives thanks to Indra for the defeat of Samparan, the king of the
Dasyu tribe, and the destruction of his ciladels. Another hymn, Rig Veda
1-33-4, requests Indra to destroy the Dasyus, who are described ‘as non-
believers in Vedic sacrifices. Yel another vevse 4-30-21 refers to the
treacherous slaying of thirly thousand Dasyus.

From these hymns we learn that the Aryan invaders found the natives
rich and powerful, enjoying a high standard of material comfort. Their
cities are described as containing hundreds of buildings—a fact now borne
out by archaeological finds. The Aryans could not suppress their feelings of
wonder and amazement at these great cities of their enemies, and it is quite
evident that they learnt to build wnd live i cities from the conquered
natives. ~ 1iie Vedic Aryans aiso brought new customs and manners inlo
Indin. They cremated their dead, and considered the native custom of
burial as something uncivilized, so much so that in course of time the
Dravidians tob bepan to adopt it. They also offered burnt-offerings of
animals to their gods, and attributed various virtues to these sacrificial rites.



{0 )

The Rig Veda 7-21-5 and 10-99-3 contemptuously refers to the Dasyn
and other Dravidian tribes as worshippers of the phallus or lingam, which
indicates that the Aryans did not at first look upon the religious cults of the
natives with tolerance, The Dravidians spoke a natural language, avoiding
all spunds that unduly tax the larynx, a featove still preserved in Tamil (some
think that this is a phonetical deficiency) and the Aryans have therelore

CHAFTER Il

Towards the end of the Puranic Period, that is, about 3, C. 1000, the
Arvans had consolidated Lheir power in North Indin and pamed the wvast
counlry bounded on the North by the Himalayas and on

ridiculed the native dinlects as anintelligible, Ar}rav;rtha the Soulh by the Vindhya mountains, Aryavartha,  Penin-
- ) : PR TN T ; B an il . ; e ; g ;
The next stage in the struggle belween the two races is often referred Dakshinapada sular India now hecame the home of the independent

Diravidian nations, and it came to be known as Dakshina-

{o as the Puranic Age. The Puranas or ancient stories, though committed
el or the Southern Country.

h to writing in historical times, contain legends thousands of
The vears old,  Both the Arvans and the Deavidians preserved
Furanic Age stories of Ltheir own exploils, but in later days when both had
settled down as friendly neighbours, these stories began to get mized upa
areat deal, ‘They were commilted to writing by religions men who did not

Both Avyavartha and Dakshina were divided into numerous kingdoms;
ome large and powerlul, others petty and almost unknown,  Kuoru,
Panchala, Kosala and Magadha were some of the mare

Kingdomms of powerlul of the Aryan kingdoms.  In Dakshina, the great

view them from a political angle. Their idea was to propagate religion § Aryavartha 4 oy W e e RS
e e ol S L e SIS iy | A S ™ et sotenc o e Vil ot b o
exaggerated, and mostly favourable to the Aryans. §Pakshinapada forefathers of the Telugu speaking Andlicas of today. We

The natives who are still described as rich and powerful, in spite of
their having lost a great part of North India, are referred to as Asuras and
Rakshas. We notice that by this time the two races had borrowed a good
deal from each other, and, althouglh they were politically anlagonistic, their
customs and beliels had much in common, Therefore it is reasonable to
assume that many centuries separated (he Vedic from the Puranic Age.

The fizhting Letween the {wo races had developed from local tribal
confllicts to one of an all-India scale. On more than one occasion the
Aryans were in dunger of Dbeing completely wiped out, Whenever the
Asurns and the Rakshias gained the upper hand they trealed the Aryan
interlopers with scant mercy, s0 much so, that their names have come down to
us ns personifications of bavbavie (erocity, Buol in spile of all thelr war-
lile qualities, the native tribes who were very much disunited were lorced
sonthwards little by litlle.  In course of time the whole of North India fell
into Aryan hands.  The Puranas tell us that an Aryan Prince named Skanda
defeated the Asuras and drove them to the extreme South. Likewise some
centuries later, Rama, with the help of certain non-Avyan tribes of South
India, invaded Ceylon and defeated the Rakshasa King Ravana. These
stories may be true or not; nevertheless they show us that the Aryans finally
overcame the opposition of the natives and wrested [rom them the entire
country North of the Vindliya Mountains. Their conquest and consolidation
of North India was an extremely slow process, but this gave them sufficient
time to absorb the conguered people, so Lhat they (the non-Aryans) began to
identily themselves with their conguerors and ceased to give trouble,

inow little or nothing about the Dravidian Kingdoms that floarished in this
cpion, because most of them lost their identity in the process of aryaniza-
o that overtook them. The kingdoms of Kalinga and Telingana, situated
m the East coasl, were perhaps the only ones that survived till medineval
tnes,  They now form the Andhra districts of the Madras Presidency.

Between the Deeean platean and the Soulhern plains was the hill coun-
ry of Karunadu (Mysore), The Karunaders or Kannadas as they are known
nday, were composed of several war-like Dravidian tribes. Chola, Chera and
tuwlya were the chief kingdoms of the Sounlhern plaine, These were the
il to come under Aryan influence, and it is here that the ancient civiliza.
ion of the Dravidians survives to this day with some semblance of purity.

We lose sight of the island of Ceylon {or a considerable period since
he defeat and death of Ravana.  The position of the Rakshasas appears to
have gradually deteriorated, until some centuries luler the
island fell into the hands of the WNagas, who thoogh
considered an aboriginal tribe, were quite a civilized people.
everal Naga  kingdoms  flowrished in the island till about the sth
entury B.C.

By about B.C, 1000, the Vedic cult of the Aryans had counsiderably
hanged.,  The simple {aith of a pastoral people had now developed inta a
complicated ritualistic religion, lknown as Braliminism,
or Brahminienl Hinduism today., From the hands of the
great Rishis religion had passed into the hands of a class or
wste, who considered themselves the last stage in evolution.

Most of the Aryan heroes such as Skanda and Rama had by this time
cen raised to the position of Gods or incarnations of God. Even non-
ryans, such as Hanuman and Vibhushana were deified, though placed in a
rwer seale,

; In the process ol absorbing the conquered people the Aryans found it

ceessary to accept the worship of Siva and the lingam. In fact some
rvans became ardent converts to Dravidinn cults. Nevertheless, in general,
Wavidian culture and Ianguage had to acceptl a subordinale posilion in

Hum
or Lanka

rahminical
Hinduism
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Acvyavartha, A civilized race like the Dravidians must have contribut
much towards the building up of the so-called Aryan civilization of Nortl
Indin, Canturies later when the Aryans tried to introduce their culture int
the unconquered Tamil country they found that much of what passed off
Aryan culture in the North already existed in the South. Tz, no doubt
indicates to what extent the conquered Dravidians of the North had helpe
in building up the so-called Indo-Aryan civilization.

By slow degrees the Aryans had evolved a social order to suit their owr
needs.  The direct successors of the Vedic Rishis were the priest class calle
Th the Bralimans., They were the custodians of the Vedas anc
= all such Aryan learning and-wisdom. They alone possesse
Aryan Caste |, right to pecform all religious and social ceremonics
Spatem Their influence aver the rest was therefore very great, an
they occupied the highest place in society. Next came the Kshatviya or th
military caste. They were rulers of the country, but had no jurisdictio
over the Bralmans (Y. Veda-g-go).  The third was the Vaisyn caste, The
were the merchants and teaders, These (hree constituted the main Arya
society. The conquered people who had accepted Aryan cullure formed
fourth group called the Sudras. They were the workers.  In fact they ha
to do all menial work and into the bargain were reflused cven ihe ordinar
rights of citizenship. They were kept down in every way, and condemne
to eternal servitude.

Some of the non-Aryan tribes however refused to have anything to d
The Outcasts with the Aryans and remained alool in the fastnesses of th
d hills and momntains,  They thus remained outside the Arya

a"h bl fold and were naturally outlawed, and step by step drive
Untouchables ;. (¢ living hell called unlouchability,

In the Mahablaratha it s wrillen that in ancient days a Rishi name

Agastiya crossed the Vindhya mountains, into the Southern country, It
saic that he was the Arst Aryan to accomplish this, and it

I ﬂT‘qm.‘ described  that belore him  the Vindhyas effectivel
n i::-:;“m obstructed the path of the Sun and the Moon, obwviously

i relerence to the [ailure of Aryan kings, all of whom trac
Dakshinapada . :\" qoscent to the Sun ot the Moon, to carry their co
quests south of the Vindhyas, Apgastiya's mission was no doubt a peacel
one, for it is said that the Vindhya itsell gave him permission to cross ove

In the Ramayana however we find more details about this first Ary:
settler in Dakshinapada. Members of this Agastiya family appear to hav
settled down in three different parts of Dakshinapada; one on the bank
the Godaveri (Ibic 3) another in the Pathiya Hill in Pandya (Ibid 4, 40} an
a third in Ceylon (Ibid g, 41). Other Aryans must have followed th
Agastiyas, and settled down in various parts of the Dravidian count
Indeed the Dravidian kings received them well, and gave them every facili
to follow their own customs and manners.  Most of these Aryan settle
were no doubt Bralunan missionaries whose one and only aim was to spre
their religion. Perhaps like all mizsionaries, they sincerely believed th
they were bringing culture and civilization to a heathen racel We kno
how the European Christian missionaries came to India in the sincere beli
that the [ndians needed the civilizing influence of their religion. This pel
haps was the attitude of the Brahmans who settled down in the Dravidi
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countey,  The kingdoms of the Deccan being closest to Aryavartha, came
under the carly attention of these Bralimans. The spread of Brahminism
in the Decenn resulted in the arvanizalion of the people.  The caste.system,
aswell as Aryan customs and beliefs, soon became well established among
he Decean Deavidians, Their language too rapidly changed by taking in
Aryan words, Thus they began to drift away from their kinsmen of the
South, the Karunaders, Cholas, Cheras and Pandyans, who began to be re-
ferred to as Dravidas or Dramilas (Tamils),

About B.C. 709, Brahmans began to arrive in large numbers in Dravida
ar the Tamil country. The kingdoms of Chola, Chera and Pandya were
very ancient ones.  DPerhaps they cxisted even . belore the
coming of the Avyans, They are mentioned in the Ramayana
and the Mahablartha, in connection with events thal took
place at least two to three thousand years before Christ.  These might be
later interpalations; nevertheless the extreme antiquity of these kingdoms
hias never been questioned.  They were highly developed in all directions.
The Dravidian or Tamil language as spoken in these three kingdoms had by
this time reached a very high state of literary excellence. The Tamils were
very proud of their ancient language and civilization, Perhaps they realized
that their country was now the last stronglold of the Dravidian race.
They called their language Sen-Tamil {cultured) to differentiate it from less
developed dialecls that existed in other parts of the Dravidian country,
Sen-Tamil itself was divided into Iyal, 1sai and Nailaka Tamil, which shows
that the language was highly developed in literalure, music and drama,
The Brabhman missionaries in Dravida therelore found that they had more o
learn than to teach.  Jusi as Christinn missionaries such as "*Veera-Mamuni”
and Dr, Pope sludied Tamil and wrote extensively in ihis langoage, so did
the Bralimans of old. Tt is a significant fact that just as Dr, Pope wrote a
grammar of the Tamil langunge, so did the first Aryan missionary, Kishi
Agastiva,

Brahmans
in Dravida

The Bralimans mixed frecly with the great Tamil poets and panars of
Lhose times and composed poetry according to the best literary traditions of
the Tamils. Thus they proved an asset to the people among whom they
had settled. It must be noted however that Brahmans were Lhe cusiodians
of all learning in Aryavartha, and this position they songhi fo win lor them-
selves in Dravida too,  In this they succeeded to a greal extent and il gave
them the oppaortunity to import Sanscrit words and literary styles into Tamil,
Aryan beliefs and superstitions too gradually teck haold of the Tamil people,
The inflluence of the Brahmans grew with the times and Brahminism, modi-
lied to fit into existing cults, soon became well-established in Dravida, The
Puranic storics were given o different meaning; it was expluined to the
Tamils that the Asuras and Rakshasas were really demons, gianis and
terrible monsters whom the Avyan gods had fought and destroyed, thus
making the world a safe place for human beings! To salisfy the less
credulous esoteric interpretations were found, showing how ultimately Good
trinmphed over Evil, ‘There is ample proof that with the idea of aceelerat-
ing the work of spreading Brahminism many learned Tamils were admitled
into the Brahman fold, They are now known by various family names that
indicate their Drvavidian origin,
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The Dravidians of Peninsular India, especinlly the Cholas, Cheras and
Pandyans had, even before the advent of the Brahmans, developed a social
The system, where caste prejudice was absent and there was
one law for all.  Tribes living under similar conditions, and

Caste System ; P :
& [ollowing kindred occupitions, were naturally drawn to-

In Dravida S ikl : :
wards cach other, This in course of Hme led to the forming
of five different groups, represeniative of the five diflerent kinds of lands
that went to make up the Tamil couniry. They were the Vellalas
ffarmers and tillers of the soil) who ocenpied the fertile alluvial plains, the
Parvadavars (merchants, lshermen and seafarers) who inhabiteed the coastal
region; the Idavar (shepberds) who lived in the uncoltivable sermmb and
grasslands; the Kuravar or honters who roamed over the forest-clad hills of
Eastern Ghats, and the Muaravar or war-like robber clans of ihe sandy
desert-like region of the extreme South.

The attempt of the Bralmans to introduce the Aryan casle system in-
Lo the Tamil country was never a soccess,  The bulk of the people still call
themselves by their occopational gronp names, ‘The [ailure of the Tamils
to adopt the Aryan system had its unfortunate resulls under British rule,
In the census of 1921, over 949 of the population of the Madras Presidency
was relurned as Sodras and outcasts | As (he British Government in India
mainly administers * Hindo Law,” the Tamils and other Dravidians have had
to put up with all the injustices and social disabilities placed on the Sudra
caste by the Aryan luwwgiver Manu,

CHAPTER IV

In the storied past of Indin, the fArst landmark of history becomes
visible only alout B.C. 6oo, when there was born in North India, o great
religions reformer named Mahavira,  Abont this tlime,
Lmﬁ:’:lt::’rrks of Brabminism which ad p{’::‘ueu'niud even inta Diravida, had
(B.C. 600 —to the become very corrupled,  The Brahmans dwelt more on the
Christian Era). ritualistic side of religion, Elllld still offered sacrifices of
animals to the Vedic gods.  The caste-system, which gave
an unfair advantage to the Bralunans over the resl, was strictly observed,
and the Sudras and wotouchables sulfered untold miseries.  The Brahmans
Izl become all-powerful and they sometimes ivrannised even over kings.
Many intelligent people must bave realised thal some sort of reflorm was
necessary, but none hid the cournge lo go against the power{ol Bralimans.
Mahavira, or the Jina as he is maove popularly koown, was the fest Lo
sland vp against the cormpt practices of the Bralunans,
He probibited killing and faught that all lile was sacred.
He did not malke any dilference between an ant and
i human being; much less between a Sudra and o Brabman,

No doubt the orthodox Brahmans opposed Mahavira as a heretic,
MNevertheless when he died about B.C. 527, he had a following of fourteen
thousand adherents.

Soon afier the Jina came Gaotamsa, the Budedba, His lile story is well
known. Born a prince he renounced his throne and all worldly life, and
founded ihe Buddhist religion, Buddhism too was a
Gal;ts;:i?‘athe profest againsl the doctrines and practices of.the Brahmans.

Gautama oo tanght that all life was sacred, and differed
from the Jina only in certain philosophical details. He {oo had to stand
much opposition from the Bralimans, and he died about B.C. 480,

It is said that on the same day that Gavtama died, there landed in the
Island of Ceylon a band of Aryan warriors, from either Bengal or Gujarat,
According to ihe traditional story, seven bundred of lhem,
including a prince named Vijuya, were banislicd {from their
homeland, Vijaya and his men oltimalely beeame masiers
of the island, having subducd the Yakkas and the Nagas. Later they
wmtermarried with the Tamils of Pandyn, nud thus laid the foundation of
the Sinhalese pation. It is mentioned that large numbers of sctilers came
from Pandya, They belonged to the varions artisan classes whose
services were in demand in young Lanlka, These early Tamil setilers
have been supplemented almost througheut the 2500 years of ihis island's
history by bands of Dravidian setilers from the mainland. A good propor-
tion of these have no doubt been abszorbed inio the Sinhalese nation. The
rest are known today as Ceylon Tamils.

In B.C. z2%, Alexander, king of Macedonia, and master of a vast empire

that stretched from Greece to Persin, invaded India,

TE;hzarg:za He conquered a portion of Western Aryavartha, and

ke tlF:nTamil returned lhiome, leaving his  Indian Empite in  the

hands of [native rulers who had  sworn  allegiance
fo him.

Mahavira and
Jainism

Aryans In
Ceylon

Country
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~ Alexander died soon afterwards and a king named Chandragupta, who
ruled over Magadha, took the opportunity to extend his kingdom, Eventually
he brought the whole of Aryavartha under his rule.

After Chandragupta, his son Bindusara continued the work of conquest
initiated by his father. Bindusara carried the war into Dakshina possibly
for the first time since Puranic times. Bindusara’s son Asoka was as war-
like as his father and grandfather, He attacked Kalinga, the only Andhra
kingdom that now remiined independent. The immense loss of human
lives that resulted in this war, it is said, made the Emperor feel disgusted
with worldly power and drove him to seek refuge in the teachings of the
Buddha.

It is sometimes pointed out that this conversion of Asoka saved the

Tamil kingdoms from becoming mere provinces of the Mauryan Empire.’

We cannot be quite sure about this, because early Tamil literature makes
mention of an unsuccessful attack by the Moriyar (Maurya?) on the northern
borders of the Tamil country supported by Telugu troops. Nevertheless the
whole of India now came under the influence of Buddhism. Asoka sent

missions to every nation in India and even outside. Among his independent

neighbours to whom he sent missions, he has particularly mentioned Chola,
Chera and Pandya.

Though the Tamils no longer profess Buddhism, there is much evidence
in Tamil literature, to show that Buddhism flourished in Dravida up to about
the ninth century. Great Buddhist writers, such as Bodhidharma, Buddha-
datta and Dharmapala, whose Sanscrit and Pali commentaries are even today
considered to be auathoritative, all hailed from the Tamil country,

We have seen that a considerable portion of the Sinhalese nation was
made up of Tamil settlers. Apart from these there was a large floating popula-
tion of Tamils, chiefly merchants and traders. Ceylon
had not built up a foreign trade as yet, and the Tamil
merchants who resided in Ceylon therefore took the
produce of this island to the great ports of South India,
such as Musiri, Korkai, Kayal and Puhar, which were well-known to the
Greeks, Phoenicians and other sea-faring people of the Mediterranean
countries. Thus as middlemen, the Tamil merchants made huge profits and
became rich and powerful.

Horses from Arabia and other countries were usually brought to the
ports of South India, and Tamil merchants held a virtual monopoly of this
lucrative business. As horses were required by Indian kings for their
armies, these horse dealers possessed much influence and were even able to
interfere in local politics. About B.C. 177, two brothers named Sena and
Guttika, the sons of a dealer in horses seized the Sinhalese throne, and
forced King Asela to flee to the South for safety. They ruled for 15
years at the end of which Asela succeeded in defeating the usurpers.

Tamil
Adventurers
Seize Ceylon

The success of Sena and Guttika showed how weak the Sinhalese were.
S:aventeen years later, in B.C. 145, a merchant more powerful than the two
sons of the horse merchant, conceived the idea of becoming

cEHalal:' king of Ceylon. His name was Ellalan or Elara as the
g:‘;li‘:ns Sinhalese call him, He hailed from Chola. When Ellalan

landed near Trincomalie with a powerful army and marched
on Anuradhapura, King Asela once again fled for his life.
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Ellalan.was a very just and good ruler. As a king he proved to be one
of the best that ever ruled over Ceylon. In fact even his enemies—the
Sinhalese—are loud in his praise and have named him, Elara the Just.

King Ellalan was not a Buddhist, and in spite of the utmost care he
took steps not to hurt the religious susceptibilities of his Buddhist subjects,
incidents between his non-Buddhist soldiers and his Buddhist subjects could
not have been altogether avoided. This often led to minor clashes and the
Sinhalese outside Rajarata or the King’s province, exploited these religious -
riots, and kept the spirit of revolt alive.

Nevertheless for 43 years the Sinhalese could not regain their kingdom,
When Ellalan was almost in his dotage, a young Sinhalese Prince named
Gamini started a religious crusade against the Tamil ruler. After many
reverses, Gamini succeeded in capturing Anuradhapura, having killed. the
old warrior Ellalan in single combat. .

In B.C. 44, Ceylon again went under Tamil rule. Seven Marava
chiefs, more or less bent on plunder, invaded the island. King Valagam.-

Marava bahu left his capital and took refuge among the southern
hills. Two of the victorious Maravas returned home taking

cChltefs with them their share of the booty which must have been
Cael;l‘;:\e considerable, for King Gamini and his successors had spent

much wealth in embellishing the city of Anuradhapura. The
other five chiefs are believed to have occupied the throne, one after the
other, in succession for about fifteen years in all. It is said that in their
anxiety to become kings, one murdered the other and when the last of them
was ruling, King Valagambahu attacked Anuradhapura and drove the
Maravas out of the island. o

It should be noted that all these so.called invaders from the Tamil
country were either petty chieftains or soldiers of fortune, The kings of
the Tamil kingdoms do not appear {o have taken any part in these invasions.

From about B.C. 50 to A.D. 250, the most powerful people in Europe,
were the Romans. Their empire extended from one end of Europe to the
other, and they were also masters of Palestine and other
Asiafic countries touching the shores of the Mediterranean
Sea. It is noteworthy that the Tamil kings enjoyed most
cordial relations with the Roman Emperors. For thousands of years the
Tamils had maintained trade and. commerce with the Mediterranean
countries, and when the Romans came to power in Europe, Tamil kings sent
embassies to Rome. Such an embassy is mentioned to have reached Rome
in B.C. 20, sent by “King Pandion” to the Court of the Emperor Augustus.
Tamil literature tells us that the great cities of Dravida were crowded with

Romans in
Dravida

" foreigners, and from descriptions given, we can easily distinguish the

haughty Romans with their “stern and manly appearance wearing arms
hidden beneath the folds of their togas.’ It is said that many of these
foreigners were employed as guards by the Tamil kings. At Musiri, there
existed a Temple of Augustus, and 1,200 soldiers were stationed there, no
doubt to protect their commercial -interests. Descriptions of early Tamil
cities show that the walls and battlements were mounted with catapults and
various mechanical devices similar to those used by the Romans,

Trade and commerce between the Tamils and the Romans must have
continued up to the end of the second century, as Roman coins belonging to
this period have been unearthed in very large quantities, especially at Madura,



CHAPTER V

The Tamil language is perhaps the only living contemporary of

Sanscrit, Pali, Greek, Latin, Hebrew and other ‘dead’

Tamil Literature languages th'alt flourished more than two thousand

(From the Earliest years ago. ‘Tamil undoubtedly possesses the oldest

Times to AD, 600, and the richest literature among the many languages
C current in India today.

History of

‘The history of Tamil literature must therefore be long and interesting.
In fact its beginning, like the origin of the Tamil race, is lost in the early
mists of tradition. In later days, the attempt to
standardise the traditions of all Hindus resulted in the
rise of Puranic stories in the South more or less in
keeping with those current in the North; these stories
have caused much mischief, by obliterating the important land-marks of
history and giving even ordinary events a mythological aspect, hardly
acceptable to the modern historian. Thus for instance, the Puranic version
~ of the origin of Tamil literature tells us that once upon a time Brahma the
- . Supreme God of the Puranic Aryans, came down [rom the celestial world
to bathe in the Ganges, accompanied by Saraswathy the goddess of learn-
ing and two other celestial maidens. On their way, unfortunately, Saras-
wathy became enchanted by the music of a mere mortal and lingered a while
to listen. As a result, she reached the river only after Brahma had finished
his bath. Brahma thereupon cursed Saraswathy declaring that out of the
. fifty two letters that formed her body, forty nine would be born as great
poets. In the fulness of time Brahma’s curse was fulfilled, and the forty
nine letters now born as poets, wandered all over India, and finally met to-
gether at Madura the Pandyan capital, where they inaugurated a ‘sangam.’
The head of this sangam was a poet named Nakkirar.

Puranic Version of
the Origin of
~Tamil Literature

. This poet Nakkirar is of course a historical person and many of his writ-
ings are with us today. He is believed to have lived during the early part
Poet Nakkirar of the second century, and was thehead of a School of
literary critics, which later came to be known as the

and the Three . ;
San Last Sangam. The venue of this Sangam was Madura
gams . R [}
and it was organised under the patronage of the
Pan_dyap monarchs. Nakkirar who is known as one of the sternest critics
of his times says in his commentary on “Ahapporul” that it was the belief
among the Tamils of his day that many thousands of years ago, King
Kaysina-Valudi of Pandya inaugurated a society or sangam for the further-
ance of Tamil learning, This society existed at South Madura, the then
Pandyan capital, for a period of 4400 years., It was patronised by 89
kings of Pandya, the last of whom bore the name of Kadungon. A formi-
dable array of poets—4449 of them including %7 kings—is said to have
contributed their works to this sangam. Among them we find the names of
a few gods of the Hindu Pantheon, who after all might have been mere

mortals once upon a time !

_ Among the works mentioned as having been accepted by this school of
CI‘lthS,‘We notice some on music, dancing and the allied arts. But alas! not
one exists today. It is said that in the reign of King Kadungon a great
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tidal wave swept across the Pandyan Kingdom, submerging Panai-nadu or
the Palmyrah country which formed the southernmost district of Pandya.
The city of South Madura and the great library containing the works of the
First Sangam perished in this great tidal wave. The identity of Panai-nadu
is not altogether obscure. The extreme south of India and the extreme
north of Ceylon are essentially ‘‘Panai-nadus” even today and, in the remote
past, might have formed a continuous stretch of low-lying sandy country.
Marine-geologists are actually of opinion that an inrush of the sea had at
some pre-historic time separated India and Ceylon, and if the tradition of
the Tamils—the very people who inhabited this submerged country and
who alone could have witnessed this event—can be given any credence,
this must have happened about B.C. 5400. :

Soon after the submersion of South Pandya, Vanther Seliyan, a Pandyan
. king, made Kapatapuram the capital of his kingdom
Thse M'addle and continued the good work of his ancestors by re-
angam establishing the literary sangam. This is now known
as the Middle Sangam. :

Kapatapuram is mentioned in the Ramayana as one of the likely places
where Ravana might have taken Sita. It is described as a celestial city
rich in gold and adorned with pearls. Nakkirar says that according to the
belief of his time, Kapatapuram remained the seat of Tamil culture and
learning for 3700 years, Tamil literature flourished here under the
patronage of 59 kings and 3700 poets are said to have contributed to this
sangam. None of the works reputed to have been produced by this sangam
exists today, except perhaps the work of a solitary grammarian. This is the
Tolkappiyam. Its author Tolkappiyanar is popularly believed t{o have been
a disciple or Rishi Agastiya ; at any rate his work Tolkappiyam is based on
the Agastiyam, reputed to be the first grammar of the Tamil language. So
much of myth has grown around these two names that it is impossible to
determine the real age in which they lived. ;

To resume the story as recorded by Nakkirar, it is said that further
inroads of the sea forced the Pandyans to abandon the city of Kapata-
puram, in favour of modern Madura. This happened during the reign of
King Mudattiru-Maran, who re-established the sangam in his new capital._

This society now known as the Last Sangam, had existed 1800 years,
from the time of Mudatiiru-Maran, the founder to King Ugrapperu valudi

The Last during whose reign Nakkirar himself appears to have

Sangam lived. Therefore it must have been founded about B.C.

g 1700. Four hundred and forty nine poets are mentioned
as contributors to the Last Sangam, and it is a matter of pride to all Tamils
that at least Nakkirar’s account of the Last Sangam is no myth. The extant
works of the Last Sangam actually contain the writings of all the four
hundred and forty nine poets, though some are only in parts.

The story of the three sangams has been subject to much criticism,
and many have absolutely discredited the whole story as mere myth.
Nevertheless this is not the type of myth that could
have taken shape out of nothing. Considering the age of
Agastiyar as can be determined from Aryan sources, and
the fact that he was a grammarian, it must be admitted
that a considerable amount of Tamii literature must have existed before his
time to enable him to produce a grammar. The story of the Three

Historicity
of the
Three Sangams
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Sangams need not therefore be discredited because of the mythologicai
aspect in which details appear. This is only natural considering the
extreme antiquity of the incidents around which tradition has grown.

Today the literature of the Last Sangam not only contains the works of
the accredited four hundred and forty-nine poets but also of many more who
perhaps tived after Nakkirar. This sangam as an active body is believed to
have functioned till about the end of the third century. It lingered in name
at least many centuries more. Till about the twelfth century temporary
schools were got up in the name of the long defunct Last Sangam, to pass
works ef outstanding merit, into the rich store-house of Tamil literature,

(17Y

MAHARA YAL

'SAKODA YAL &

SENKODI YAL

Harps in use among the Tamils during the Sangam age.



CHAPTER VI

——

The works of the Last Sangam proper are in a class by themselves and
hive been easily disfinguished by Lheir purity of langnage and iuclvpr:ndenri'e
of style, The carlicst of them are found to contain hardly
E:trkss :rf ;i:: any Sanscrit words or veference to Aryan social o religions
& ideas, Although their number is not greal, these bits of
poetry must have come down from an age when Aryan influence was almost
absent in the Tamil country. By this alone we can guess their extreme
antiquity,
In style these poems have been aptly compared to the nalural oui-
bursts of singing birds, and completely differ from the artificial literary
style of the Aryans,

From these poems we gather that our ancient forefathers were a very
brave and war-like people. They possessed a very high sense of honour,
and no Tamil mother would forgive her son il he fled from the battle-
field,

To receive a wound in the back was considered the most shamelul
thing that could befall a Tamil warrior, Hero-worship was very popular
and stones planted Lo the memory of fallen heroes often became objects of
reverence and worship. Though society was divided into the five major
occupational groups, there was perfect equality among all people.  Love and
courtship usually preceded marriage; customs differed from region to
region. The government was a benevolent monarchy and Desides the
standing army, soldiers were also recruited in time of 'war under the well-
known feudal system, The three Kings of Dravida often fought each
other for imperial.-rights over the entire Tamil country. Even the petty
tribal chieftains, living in their own well-fortifed citadels ecarvied on
punitive warfare almost unceasingly. But this incessant fighting within
the country does not appear to have interfered with trade, agriculture and
othier peaceful activities that bring prosperity to a people. On
the other hand, the army was always in [ull fighting trim, and the martial
spirit of the nation was kept alive.

Poets and "“Panars” (minstrels) wandered from castle to castle and
kingdom to kingdom, singing heroic ballads in praise of their noble
patrons, to the accompaniment of the sweet yal (harp), These panars
contribated not a little to the great success of the three sangams. Many of
their ballads Lave come down to us, and they give us real and beautiful
pictures of the life led by the Tamil nobility of that martial age. '

The poems of the Last Sangam were collected together into several
anthologies, under the royal command of Tamil kings such as Ugrapperu-
valudi, Ceral Irumporai and Maran-valudi, who lived during the Iatter part
of the Last Sangam, These anthologies have been arranged mostly accord-
ing to the theme, the most popular being “abam” and “puram” that is, Love
and War. The earliest of the love poems are known as “'aha.nanurn’ or the
Four Hundred Love Songs. This contains the works of several poets, and was
compiled by the order of King Ugrapperuvaludi. The earliest war poems are
likewise known as the “pura-nanurn” or the “Four Hundred War Songs.”

nam, the capital of Chola.

King of Pandya.
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I'iese contain the works of 150 poets. As wars are usually fought by kings,
e Yporammanura” collection gives us interesting accounts of the war-like
activitics of some of the “crowned kings” of the three Tamil kingdoms, who
hwed during the period of the Last Sangam.

“Narrinai” (v28%ar) another collection of 400 poems, by 173 poets was
tlice by the order of King Maran-valudi. The subject matier of these
[ocms is love.

“Kuruntogai” (@@ sres) consists of 401 sonps by 205 pocts and also
ileals with love, 4 ERAP .

“Aingurn-nuru"” consists of 500 songs b i O

; gs by 5 poets and it was compiled
by the order of Ceral Irumporai, King of Cherﬁ, :
; “Padirrup-pattn” (u@ssiuds) consists of ten songs of which only
vight, by eight separate poets, are now extant. They deal with the war-like
aclivities of the Chera Dynasty.

“Pari-padal” (wfcree) consists of seventy songs.

“Kalittogai” (eeliPsrems), a long love poem was compo
o ; sed by ;
named Nallanduvanar. e : S AP TR

There are ten other works, known collectively as “Pattuppattu,” and they

WE) —

“Tire-murugarruppadai” (B@gp@arsocum) by the poet Nakkirar i
praise of Murngan, the War-god of the Tamils. e = TR,

“Porunararruppadai” (@urges 5 .m0 i
. ads gsce ) by the poet Mudattamak-kanni-
yar, describes the heroic deeds of Karikalan, K?ng afp Chola,

“Siruppanarruppadal”  (Rauensmiume) by Nallor Naththanar, in

praise of a chieftain named Nalliakkodan,

i . - R 3 E - a
Perumpanarruppadai” by Uruthran Kannanar, in praise of Tondaiman

Hlanthiraian, ruler of Tondai,

“Mullaippattu” by Namputhanar, deseribing the glories of Kaverippatti-

“Mathurai-kanchi” by Mankudi Maruthanar, in praise of Nedun-jeliyan,
"Nedunalvadai” by Nakkirar in praise of King Nedun-jeliyan.
“Kurinjippattu” (dgr#oun @) by Kapilar, for the express purpose of

iquanting an Aryan king with the sweéelness of Tamil poetry.

. I"Pﬂitiu;q‘lpnlai” (vl erdiorBn) by Uruthiran

tarikalan and the city of Kaverippattinam.

“Malaipadukadam” (w@ve@sc i)
waise of a chieftain named Nannam.

Kannanar in praise of King
by Perunlkundur Perunkausikanar, in

In addition to these eight anthologies, and ten 1 ;
iphleen uthlet' poetical works which bﬂ[‘gl'a}' the incrclaas?r%gpﬁ:z‘:ftgiifs::i?
vords and ideas borrowed from Bralminical Hinduism, They are. there-
ore believed to have been produced during the latter part of the Last
singam, when Aryan culture had more or less influenced the Tamil people,
ey are

“Naladiyar, Nanmanikadikai, Kar-narppathu, Kalavalinarppathu, Ina-

irppathu, Infavai-narppathu, Ainthinai-aimpathu, Thinaimalai, Thinaimeli,
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prominent place in ancient Tamil society, The technique of these arts
differed considerably from the Carpatic Music and Bharata-Natyam current
in Houth India today, Astounding details are given regarding the various
psical instruments that were in use in those times and the careful training
piven to a dincing girl, For instance we are lold that a dancer had to
mclergo physical as well as vocal training from her ffth to her twelfth year,
wiel when cansidered proficient, often gave the frest public performance
uncer the patronage of the Royal family, This shows the great interest
laken by the Tamil kings of old in matlers of cullure.

A wide range of musical instruments of purely Dravidian origin are
also mentioned.  Among them we find four kinds of yals (harps) and thirty-
eie kinds of drums, It is also interesting to note that Tamil technical words
vovering the whaole field of music, dancing and philosophy were then in use,
although today they have all been replaced by words of Sanscrit origin, on
the plea of enriching the language,
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ﬁinth{nni-elﬁpnthu, Tiruklkoral, Tirikadukam, Asamid;mfai. TPalamoli
Sirupanjamolam, Muthumolikkanchi, Ealathi and Kainnilai.

Of these the best known is the Tirnkkural, This famous masterpiec
consists of 1,330 coupleis ol concentraled wisdom, and deals with almost a
subjects that interest mankind., It has been called the l:u'ml_ UE{I:IF, !‘m
unlike the Vedas of the Aryans, the ‘Kural’ steers clear of dogmatic religio
and deals with each subject from a purely ethical point of view. It
author, the great sage Thiruvalluvar, was one of those ancient Tamils fo
whom dogmatic religion bad no meaning, and it is believed that he was :
Jain, perhaps the most puritan of the religious sects.  His life-story 1s yet
matter of controversy. Excepl references to stray incidents in their live
none of our ancient pocts tells us anything about themselves. The storie
that originated in later days have no historical foundation and should no

. : xR
e e The existence of Tolkappiam and other Sangam literature brings up the
ipnestion whether there existed an independent system of writing among the

Hi ancient Tamils. It is delinitely known that Tamil literature

SeOry from the wery beginning was writien and nol oral like the

of the Ved: y gq e ) o f
Tamil Seripe " Co94s and other Sanscrit literature. Tolkappiam itself,

P while depending on the literature of an earlier period,
ilevates an entire chapter to “eluttu” or letters, which is itself a puore Tamil
word, At the same time it is interesting to nole that the carliest Sanserit
priommarian makes no mention of writing perhaps for the very good reason
It no script existed among the early Aryans.

It is well.known now that the pre-historic Dravidians possessed a
svstem of writing as early as B.C, 5,000, Prof. Langdon has shown very con-
vincingly how the so-called Brahmi script developed from the pictograph
alplabet of the Mohan-jo-Daro period, He furiher thinks that the Aryans
alopted this for their own use, thus enriching their language and at the
sume time developing features not found in other branches of the Aryan
tamily of languages (Mookerji's Hindu Civilization), The modern Tamil
seriph was adopted abont the tenth century and it was developed from an
carlier form known as ‘Vatteluttu! This is similar te the Grantha script in
which Sanseril came to be written in South India. Besides 'Vatteluttn’ and
tirnutha there existed in India, especially in the sonlh, various other forms
ol writing but more or less with a common origin,  All theze scripts are
[md to have some connection with the Bralimi script used by the Emperor
Asoki in the thicd century before Christ.  Apart from the prehistoric finds
al Maohan-jo-Daro, the rock edicls of the Mauryan Emperors are the earliest
historical records discovered in Indin.  Hence many think that scripts used
in Soulth India were all derived from the Brahmi or Asokan script.  Asoka
winl the other Mauryan Emperors may have been the firsi to think of pre-
wrving history in stone.  Possibly they copied the art from the Greeks whe
riled over part of North India during this period; but to assume that writing
was unknown in India before their time is {far from correct.  In fact it is
now found that the Brahmi script resembles very closely the Phoenician
neript of the gth century before Christ, Hence it is also believed {hat the
carliest Indian seript is of Semitic origin, without considering the possibility
ol pre-historic Dravidian India having had a common language and culture
wilh the contemporaty nations that dwell in the Mediterranean region,

The ‘Kural' has been transliied into many DEuropean language
includipg Latin,

Two of the five Greal Epics, Silapathikaram and Manimekalai, als
belong to the Last Sangam and were perhaps the lus? great works to
accepted by the Sangam. The epic style of literature is believed to hay
been of Aryan origin and it indicates that about the latter part of tl
Sangam Age, possibly aboul the middle of the second cenlury or ev
later, Tamil poets began to stray away from purely Tamil styles, and starle
to follow or copy the literary tradilions of the Aryans,

Silapathikaram, or the Epic of the Anklel, is woven round the life an
miracolous deeds of a chaste lady named Kannakai, After her death sh
game to be warshipped as Pattini or the Goddess of Chastity. Al one tim
her worship had spread inlo many parls of India including Ceylon. I
Ceylon, Tamils still worship Kannakai Ammen, and lemples dedicated
her are now more numerons in the Tamil provinces of Ceylon than in Sout
India, According to Sinhalese tradition, the worship of Pattini w
introduced into Ceylon by Gajabahu 1 {A.D. 174-1g5) who is reputed to hav
brought to Ceylon an anklet or ‘'silambu’ of Pattini. Pattini devales a
found in many parts of Lhe Sinhalese country, and the ‘halamba' (Silamb
is still an object of reverence in all Pattini devales,

The incidents related in the epic are believed to have taken pla
during the teign of a well-known Chera king named Sengultavan, and !
author of the epic was none other than a Prince of Chera and a young
brother of Senguttavan, who later came to be known as Illango Adig
Senguttavan was one of the pgreatest Tamil kings of ancient times a
Hlango has taken the opportunily to include a short account of his brother
achievements within the pages of his immortal work.

Manimekalai was writlen by a grain merchant of Madura named Sita
Sattanar who was a close and intimate [riend of [llango Adigal. He was
Buddhist and though his work centres round the conversion of Ma
mekalai {0 the Buddhist faith, he gives us a learned exposition of Buddh
philosophy.

These two works give us a mine of information about the civilizati
of the ancient Tamils and the arls and cralts that flourished in the Ta
country nearly two thousand years ago. Dancing and music find a v
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Even if the Phoenician origin of the Brahmi script is to be accepted, i
is well to remember that these sea-faring people from the Mediterranea
copst came to India by sea and not by land.  Therefore their connectio
with South Indin, the Dravidian couniry, must have been very much carli
than with the North., Tamil words, chiclly names of merchandize, hav
found their way into ancient Hebrew and Greck. Scuth Indian timber an
other articles have also been discovered in the pre-historic mins of Mughei
thus eloquently testifying lo lhe commercial activily that existed betwee
Dravidian India and the early Medilerrancan nations. Considering thes
{acts, there is ample room Lo believe that, if at all this happened, the ancie
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CHAPTER VII

The Sangam literature infroduces vs o numerous kings and chiefs of
the Tamil country, and tells us a greal deal about Aheir literary as well as
warlike actlivities, bul unfortunately these references are
lmited 1o particulir incidents unconnected and insuff-
cicut Lo recast the hislory of this period as a continuous
marralive.  The old enmity against the Aryans was quite
alive in the hearts of the Tamils of the Sangam period, and there are numer-
ous references in Sangam liternture which indicate the political as well as
cultural vivaley that still exisicd between the two rices.  Tamil kings often
made it a point to wage war against one or other of the Aryan nations of the
north on the slighlest pretext and adopled titles such as ‘Arya.padai-
kadanda’ and ‘Imayavarmban’ which no doubt refer to their exploits in
Aryavartha,

Tamil Kings
of the
Sangam Period

Lyver since the Ume of Bindusara, when the Maonryan Empire touched
ihe borders of the Tamil country, the kings of Dravida must have realised
that the age-long strogpele hod reached their own frontier, From this time on
wards till about A.D. 335, the Tamils were forced to fight the Aryan nations
maoztly in sell-defence, but whenever the opportunity arose, even carried the
fight far inlo Aryavartha,  Asclia’s successors were not capable monarchs,
and by about BC. roo the Mauryas lLad lost all their possessions 1
Peninsular Indi, The next Avvan Dynasty {o rise to imperial fame was the
Guptas, nearly hve centuries lnter—about AD, 300.

The palitical history of Nosth Indin during this long peviod of 400
years is a fale of woe. About BC. 1oo the Indo.Greeks, descendants of
Alexander's [ollowers, who held sway over Bactrein and Parthia (modern
Afghanistan and Baluehistan) invaded Novth India and established their rule
over Weslern Aryavartha,  This lasted almost up la the beginning of th
Christian era, In the south the Andbras, who were one of the frst to regais
their independence after Asola’s death, recaptured all the country south o
the Vindhyas which once formed part of the Mauryan Empire.  They eve
went further and by aboot B.C, 100 hnd annexed the Arvan kingdom o
Avanti,  The Ancdhras during this period were lurgely Buddhbisis and the
buill inany vihares and monasteries, and decorated them with exquisite paint
ings and sculptures thal can be seen to this day at Nasik Ajanta, Ameraval
and various other pleces in the Decean,  The cultural influence of th
Andhras was lelt even in Ceylon where Buddhist monuments such as
dagobas and vibares are found to have been buili, fashioned after th
Audhea style of avchitecture,  As fwo Buddhist countries, no doubt, Ceylo
and Andhra-desa were in close touch with each olher.

Aboul the beginning of Lhe Christinn era the Indo-Greeks who rule
over Western Aryavarlha were defeated by a Mongol race called th
Kushans, and the greater parl of North India came under the sway of th
Kushan Kings, Kuoshan rule lasled for about 300 years, till the rise of th
Guptas.  Thus it can be seen thal the greater part of Narth India was unde
foreign rule ever since the fall of e Mavryan Empire.  Perhups the onl
kingdoms that boasted ol some independence were Vajira, Magadha, Vang
and the territory between the Ganges and the Himalayas which accordin

0846

(25

i1 the Silapathikaram was divided inlo ten petty states. [t is interesting to
wole that the Tamil kings of this period claim to have fought against the
Finudoms of Easteen Aryavarilia and not against Weslern Aryavartha which
wis under foreign rule practically throughout this period.

Among the better known kings of the Sangam period are Karilalan,
pethaps the first 1o invade North India, 1’cnnm:ern!l-.t‘l.nll.m, king of ChEIEl
and @ great warrior who met his deleat at the hands of Karikalan, Aryapadai-
Laknea Nedunjelivan, king of Pandya and his contemparary ]ma}'m.';u'lmbzm
Nedun-Ceraltan, Cheran Senguttavan, Killivalavan of L'fhn:u]u."n Lirother-n- L
ol Sengattavan, Cholan Nalankilli, Nedunjeliyan victor of 'l_ELI yalanganan,
Pernnar-Killi, Pandyan Maranvaludi, Ugrapperovidudi and Ceral Irumpora,

Of these except Karikalan and Seaguttavan the rest earned their Elghll
to fame either in wars conducted within the borders of the Tamil
country or in the patronage they accorded to the Sangams. Aryapadai-
kdanda Nedunjelivan and Imayavarmban Nedun-Ceraltan, as their titles
denate, claim to have won some snccess against the Aryans, but unlor-
tunalely no further information is available on the subject.

The earliest and the best-koown of the warrior kings of Dravida is
lsarikalan, King of Chela. Tt is written that Karikalan was the son of
" : Ellanjet-Senni who was, as his name suggests, a younger
King Karikalan brothier of the king of Chola. He inherited the throne of

of Chola Chola while vet in his mother's womb, This shows that
hioth his father and his uncle, the king, died before Karikalan was born.
Diuring his minority the kingdom was administered by cerlain chieltains who
ool however no intention of testoving the Crown to the rightlul heir. It is
deseribed that Karvikalan was broucht up like a lion enb in a cage, with
ciards and spies all around him.  There are many legends connecled with
his boyhood days, It is said that as a lad he was thrown into prison and
feph there for many years,  Eventually he esciped [rom his prison and fed
o Clhera where his maternal unele Frumbada Thaliyar was living, Lug{:{:cls
fate that the people of Chola getting tired of the usurpers rebelled against
their rule, and drove them out of the country, and restored the crown to
young Kariladan,

When Karikalan became king of Chola, he sel himself the fask of
hringing together the various tribes who under their own chicfs carried on
i uscless type of internal warlare, He forced the turbulent Oliyvar and
Arovalar to submission.  The bringing of unity within the kingdom now
wave him sofficient strength to proceed against the sister I:i]_z;__fcll:rms_uf
Chera and Pandya, It is believed that the kings of these neighbouring
Lingdoms helped the usurpers during the days ot Karikalan’s boyhood.
I'hie combined armies of Pandya and Chera however look the offensive and
alvaneed into Chela as far as Venni, the potters’ Leld.  Here they came to
i clash with the Cholas led by Kacikalan in person. 11 is mentioned  that
Pernm-Ceral, the Chera King who was considered the most famons
warriar of the day, wished lo meet young Karikalan in single combat, and
having recognised him at a distance rushed [orward to meet him.,
Karikalan seeing the Famous Cheran advancing towards him shot his
arrows at the adyancing figure of his encmy. It is said that as he rushed
forward lowards Karikalan, Perum-Ceral glanced behind to see whether
lis men [ollowed, and in that fraction of a second, an arrow [rom the bow



{ 26 )

of his enemy struck him on the back of his shoulder. The wound was s

slight that Perum-Ceral did not even feel it at thal moment. The fight
that day was indecisive and at dusk the opposing armies velired to theic
respective camps. It .was while examining his wounds that night,
surrounded by his chiefs, that the King ot Chera discovered the slight
scratch on his back,  Although his chiefs assured him that that was but
an accident, the implication of such a wound worried lim so much that he
refused to give battle the following day, and finally commilted suicide
rather than bring disgrace lo his illustrious forefathers,

The victorious Karikalan brought both Pandya and Chera under his|
suzerainty, and [hus united the Tamils perhaps for the first lime in li1::ll'-|
history. Having thus brought the entire Tamil country under his just and |
wise rule, Karikalan sought to expand the Empire beyond the traditional

limits of Dravida. His enemies on the north were the Andhras. We
have seen how the Andhras became the most powerful people in India, |
after the death of Asoka. Although their power lasted till about the
beginning of the third century, they had many ‘ops' and ‘downs’ during
this period, The rise of the Cholas under Karikalan put the Andhras into
the shade for a time.

During the time of Karikalan, the Andbra country appears to have
been divided into several kingdoms. Nine of these united together to
oppose the Tamil invaders. At Valai, a great battle was fought which
lasted seven days. It ended in a crushing defeat for the Andhras, The
defeat of the Andhras gave Karikalan a free passage into Aryavartha.
There is room to believe that the Andhras who were of the same racial
stocl ns the Tamils became allies of Karikalan, when the latier invaded the |
Aryan kingdoms of Vachira (Vajira), Magadha and Avanti. Poets and
writers who were contemporaries of Karikalan, beyond mentioning  his
conguest of the ‘northerners’, give us no further information on the subject;
or perhaps their writings are now lost. However, later writers, during |
whose time perhaps other records exisied, tell us that (he victorious Tamil
army crossed the Ganges and reached the castern base of the Himalayas
which barred their way more effectively than any Aryan army. The |
Tamils, bern and bred in the sunny south, nnable ta stand the cold of the
Himalayan region decided to turn back, and it is mentioned that Karikalan
caused his Tiger Crest to be carved upon a crag, as a witness 1o his un.
vivalled feat, There is however no evidence {o show that Karikalan
brought the conguered kingdoms of the north under his divect rule, It is
mentioned that Vajira, Magadha and Avanti presented Earikalan with an
enormous quantity of gold and other valuables. The Andhra country was
however trealed differently. Karikalan appointed members of his family as
sub-kings and chieftains in many parts of the Deccan. In later years, 1he
descendants of these Tamil princes called themselves Telugu-Chelas, and
even as late as the [ourteenth century, Andhra chieftains, as far north as the 1
Bastar state, proudly claimed descent from Karikalan (E.I. 11, page 338).
Karikalan shilted his eapital from Uraiyur to Kaverippattinam, a well-
known-port at the mouth of the Kaveri river, From 'Pattinappalai’ and
other poems we gather that this new capilal of Chola was a magnificent
city spreading several miles along the bank of the Kaveri. It possessed

many large and beautiful buildings.  Foreign ships came sailing right up to
the jetty and discharged their cargoes on the roadside, where they lay in
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areat heaps waiting to be stamped wilh the Tiger Seal of the Cholas,
Karikalan, realising the importance of foreign trade, encouraged Greels,
Komans and others to visit his kingdom, and put up warchouses for their
convenience. It is described that the streets of Kaverippattinam were full
of foreigners, no doubt merchants from many far-off lands,

Agriculture, the mainstay of the Chela Tamils, was by no means
neglecled, It is claimed that Karikalan buill an embankment along the
[Kaveri for a distance of one hundred miles,

After the death of Warikalan the Chalas appear to have lost their
hiold on the subject nations. Bolh Pandya and Chera became independent
again, Nedunjelivan, king of Pandya, and Nedun-Ceraltan,

Nedl.;r:lj:hyan king of (:_11&1’:11 who perhaps lived after Karikalan, claim
Nedun-Ceraltan ' have invaded North India. Possibly they came loa

clash with the Aryans in an attempl to arrest the
disintegration of the Tamil Empire built by {he Great Karikalan. Un-
fortunately we know nothing more aboul their great venture, Nedun-Ceraltan
was succeeded by his son, Sengottavan,

Al this time a civil war was going on in Chola between Senguttavan’s
brother-in-law  Killivalavan and nine other Chela princes. Senguttavan
took sides with Killivalavan, defeated the nine Chola
princes, and established peace and order in Chaola, Laler
he forced Pandya too to acknowledge his suzerainty, and
thus once again the Tamils found themselves united under a strong ruler.

Senguttavan’s younger brother, Illango Adigal, in his great work
‘Silapathikaram' tells us that the king of Chera decided to build and
dedicate a temple to Kannakai, the story of whose chaste life was already
well-known all over the Tamil land.  Orders were about to be given to the
sculptors to carve an image of Kannakai out of granite from the Paodyil hill
sacred to the Tamils, when there came to the Chera court a Brahman, who
had just returned from Aryavartha, This Brahman related to the king
how at a banquet, cerlain Aryan kings who held sway over the territory
lying to the north of the Ganges had spolien disparagingly of the Tamils,
lLoasting that during the time of the Tamil invasions there were no heroes
like themselves in Aryavartha.

When Senguttavan heard this, he decided to get the statue of
Kannakai carved out of granite from the Himalayas, and to give it a bath
ol purification in the Ganges itself,

This was no doubt a challenge to the Aryans, and it was only an
cxcuse to invade the north. On an auspicious day, at the head of a mighty
army which included ten thousand cavalry, five hundred elephants and a
hundred chariots, Senguttavan started out on his march to Aryavartha, He
made his first halt at the Nilgris where he received iributes and fresh
contingents [rom many vassal stales. The Karunaders (Kannadas), the
Civiars and the warriors of Kudagu-nadu are especially mentioned as having
offered valuable help. It would be remembered that many of the ruling
Andlira kings and chieftains of this period were descendants of these
appointed by Karikalan, Possibly they still acknowledged the suzerainty
ol the Tamil kings or perhaps they were friendly towards Senguttavan, It
15 quite obvious that Senguttavan’s sphere of influence extended even as far
as the Ganges, for mention is made of the Nurruvar Kannar, believed to be

Cheran
Senguttavan



( 28)

chiefs of Malva, who journeyed all the way to the Nilgris to see Senguttavan
personally and dissuade him from his warlike intentions. They even
ofered to bring a piece of granite from the Himalayas if that would satisfy
the king. But in the words of Silapathikaram, the king replied :

“Balakumara's sons, Kanaka and Vijaya and other Northern kings with
unrestrained tongues, on the occasion of a Royal banquet, spoke disparag-
ingly and in ignorance of the valour of the Tamil kings, Therefore with
exceeding wrath, even like the God of Death, this army marches forth.”

Having thus made known his firm resolution to his allies, the Nurruvar
Kannar, he ordered his general, Villavan Kodai, to resume the march.
Senguttavan’s quarrel was with the Aryans who lived north of the Ganges,
and he appears to have left the kingdoms of Eastern Aryavartha severely
alone, When the mighty army after many months of marching reached

' the southern bank of the Ganges, they found the Nurruvar Kannar already
there with a fleet of boats to ferry the army across the river. The king-
doms north of the Ganges were ruled by Sittara, Vicitra, Rudra, Bhairava,
Citra, Sinha, Danurdhara, Siveta, Kanaka and Vijaya. The last two were
the chief enemies of Senguttavan. The Aryans attacked the invading
Tamil army on the northern bank of the Ganges. The battle was fierce
and long, but at the end the Aryans fled in disorder. It is described that
the Aryan kings tried to escape disguised as women, priests, minstrels and
such non-combatants, but were recognized and taken as prisoners of war.
The victorious Senguttavan, having thus vindicated the honour of his race,
stayed in the conquered country for some time. During this period he
caused the statue of Kannakaito be carved. The purification ceremony
was also held, and laden with much spoils of war and accompanied by the
captive kings, the Tamil army returned home after an absence of three
years. The celebration of Senguttavan’s triumphant return, as described in
the Silapathikaram, reminds one of the gorgeous scenes enacted in Rome
on similar occasions. But unlike the Romans, the Tamils refrained from
slaughtering captives. On the contrary all the captive kings, except Kanaka
and Vijaya, were allowed to return to their respective kingdoms on
their acknowledging Senguttavan’s suzerainty. =Kanaka and Vijaya, dressed
in the female attire in which they attempted to escape, were sent round to
the capitals of Chola and Pandya, to be laughed at by the entire Tamil
world, But Illango Adigal tells us that this was not appreciated by the
kings of Chola and Pandya, who thought that captive kings should be
accorded better treatment.

Senguttavan next built a temple and installed in it the statue of
Kannakai. Many foreign kings were present on the day of dedication and
among them, it is interesting to note, one Kaya Vagu (Gaja Bahu), King of
sea-girt Lanka. Gaja Bahu I was king of Ceylon from A.D. 174 to A.D.
195 and we have little difficulty in recognizing him as the’ guest of Sengutta-
van. According to the tradition of the Sinhalese, it was Gaja Bahu who
introduced Pattini worship into the island, possibly as a result of his visit
to Chera. The Mahavamsa tells us nothing about this incident probably
because the introduction of a foreign and non-Buddhist religious cult could
not have been looked upon with favour by the Buddhist clergy who com-
piled the chronicle. However the Rajavali, compiled several centuries
later, relates a very colourful story of how Gaja-Bahu, accompanied by a
giant named Nilamaha Yodaya, paid the King of Tanjore a surprise visit,
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and demanded the release of twelve thousand Sinhalese held in captivity.
On the demand meeting with a refusal, the visitors proceeded to give an
exhibition of their personal prowess by marvellous feats of strength. This
accompanied by a threat, that thousands of such strong men were waiting
eagerly in Lanka to cross over, so unnerved the Tamil King that he not
only released the twelve thousand Sinhalese, but even allowed Gaja-Bahu
to take with him twice that number of Tamils to Ceylon. The story further
adds that Gaja-Babu also brought to this Island the “Silambu” or anklet of
Pattini, the goddess whom the Tamils worshipped. The introduction of
Pattini worship might have been deliberately omitted by the compilers of
the Mahavamsa, but had the “Silambu” been brought merely as a trophy
of victory, as suggested in the Rajavali, it is difficult to understand why this
great and bloodless victory—a feat perhaps unrivalled in history—should
have been passed over in silence in the great chronicle, the Mahavamsa.
Not only is this story clothed in the garb cf fiction, but its very tone is s0
fanciful, and the circumstances so improbable, that its veracity may be
rightly questioned. Further the historical inaccuracy referring to the
Chola King as the King of Tanjore—a city unheard of before the ninth
century—would tend to confirm the suspicion that this tale is of a very late
origin. In contrast to this, the casual and friendly reference made in the
“Silapathikaram”—a contemporary record—to Kaya-Vagu of sea-girt
Lanka, and his presence at the dedication of the first Temple to Pattini,
supported by the Sinhalese tradition that Gaja-Bahu brought to Ceylon
Pattini’s “Silambu,” which is really the symbol worshipped cven today in -
all Pattini temples, leaves no doubt as to the identity of this Kaya-Vagu or
the nature of his visit to the Tamil country. '

It is not known how long Senguttavan’s vast empire lasted. Like all
ancient empires it might bave crumbled soon after the death of its founder
It is impossible to follow the course of history during the century that
followed. Various kings are mentioned with reference to local conflicts.

Some of them such as Maran Valudi and Ceral Irumporai were
patrons of the Last Sangam, which continued to flourish under their care.
. The best known of the Tamil Kings who lived after
2::;“ Iru\r,napl:r:;’ Senguttavan is undoubtedly Nedunjeliyan of Pandya.
Nedunjeliyan > His fame rests on his great victory against the contem-
(Victor of porary kings of Chola and Chera at the battle of
Talaiyanganam) Talaiyanganam. He is therefore better known as The
" ’ Victor of Talaiyanganam. He also won further
success in Kongu-nadu and thus not only exercised imperial rights over the
whole of Dravida, but also boasted of an empire beyond the limits of the
Tamil country. He was also a poet, and some of his verses are found in
the Puram collections.

The Chola king, Perunarkilli, who appears to have lived after Nedun-
jeliyan, claims to have been crowned in the Aryan style, according to
.. Vedic rights. This indicates the growing influence of the
P:&ug:;ll(;lll Aryan Brahmans in the Tamil country. gBefore him Kari-

kalan was induced to offer Vedic sacrifices, but there is no
cevidence to show that Tamil kings before Perunarkilli adopted the Aryan
custom of Pattabishekam. Perhaps Perunarkilli was the first to be madea
Kshtriya, for according to the Aryan conception, only a Kshtriya was entitled
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to this honour. This indeed was a signal triumph for the Brahmans and

from this time onwards these advocates of Aryan culture gained for them-
selves much favour from the kings of Dravida.

This also marks the beginning of a new phase in the history of Dravida—

a phase in which Aryan cultural and religious influence was destined to play
a great part, .

(31)
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CHAPTER VI

From about the beginning of the 4th century the Last Sangam began
to decline and by about the 6ih century it had censed to function as an
: active bady. This was directly due to lhe calumily that
Tltﬁ:::_i; ':?] overtook the three Royal Dynasties of the Tamil country,
Dravida wlmr:r_‘: rule can be imrT'CcI to pre-hislaric tismes,
{A.D. 300-900) . I'he numerous tribes and clans of Dwavida had each
et its own chiel or tribal leader, and although they were
subordinate to the “crowned kings” they never hesilated to make n bid for
greater power whenever the opportunity presented itsclf. Some tribes,
especially those which inhabited the hill-country, proved extremely difficult to
control,  These tribes acknowledged the authority of the central powers,
only under compulsion, This resulted in endless punitive wars within the
Tamil country, accounts of which fill the pages of Sangam literalure
{ Puram).

About the beginning of the 4th century one of Lhese semi-independent
tribes, whose antecedents ave absolefely unknown, suddenly rose to power
and having overthrown the three ancient dynasties,
Th;;,{:::;hm occupied the Tamil thrones for a period of nearly two
hundred years. Except Tondai-nadu or Kanchi, as it was
now lknown, the rest of the Tamil country came under the sway of this new
dynasty. Little or nothing is known of these Kalabhira kings, and it is still
a matter of conjecture as to how they managed to upset the entire Tamil
land, No poets or minstrels have sung their praises probably becaunse they
were no patrons of learning,  One solitary relerence tells us that the three
“growned kings of Dravida were held prisoners at the court of a Kalabhira
king named Acyuta” This Acyuta has been idenlihed asthe “Acyuta
Vikkanta of the Kalablva family” mentioned Ly the preat Buddhist com-
mentalor Buddbadatta as ruling over the fair land of Chola with the
ancient and beauliful city of Kavarippattinam as his capital, Buddhadatta
was himself a native of Chola, hailing from Uraiyur, and he visited Ceylon
in the 5th century. Acyuta, the only known king of the Kalabhra family,
must have therelore come to power about the latier part of the 5t century,
and from the reference in Tamil literature, we may assume that he exercised
snzerainty over the kingdoms of Chera and Pandya aswell,  Unlortupately
nothing more is known about these war-like Kalabliras,

Almaost simultaneously and perhaps taking advantage of the Kalabhra
success in the south, another clan called the Pallavas came to prominence
in the district of Kanchi. According to Sangam literature,

T"E? r;[::?a Tondai-nadu was 5o named after Tondaiman Illantcaivan,
Y ¥ thesonofa Chola king by a Nagn princess probably of

Mani-pallavam, capital of a Naga Kingdom in North Ceylon,  lllantraiyan
became the first sub-king of this district. Previous to this, this district
remained a tribal area occupied by the Tiraiyas, a sea-faring clan of Tamils,
Almost up to the end of the Sangam period, Tondai was considered a part
of Chola and was ruled over by Chola viceroys. From about the gil
century before Christ, Tondai with Kanchi as the capital had become the
stronghold of the Brahmans, and as a  result, the people of this J'cgiuni
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aipear to have come early under Aryan influence, and the local chieftains
ol whaom the Pallivva clan appears Lo lave been one, had learnt to show
great partiality to Sanscril studies.  Perlaps  (hese Pallavas were the
Jescendants of Hlanteaiyan,

About A.D. 335 Samudragupta, who is considered the preatest Aryan
cmperor since Asoka, invaded the south perhaps in retaliation against the
Andhras and Tamils who had subjected the Aryans to
much  lumilintion during the previous centuries. He
marched right up to the Krishna river, conguering several
Andhra kingdoms, but on the banks of the Krishna this Aryan invader was
dvieated by a confederation of Tamil kings under the leadership of a Pallava
Ling of Kanchi. ‘This shows that by about AD, 335, the Pallavas had
eatablished themselves as independent rulers of Tondai, and their rule
already extended up to the river Krishna, The signal success ol the Pallavas
nver such a famous and invincible wiorrior as Samudragupla raised the
Lingeom of Kanchi to greal prominence, and possibly this was the beginning
of the great Pallaiva Empire. But unfortunately nothing further is known
about them, till A 575, About this time a prince named Simha-vishnu
ascended the throne of Kanchi, Simha-vishou was a very war-like king and
with the intention of expanding his kingdom southwards, he attacked Chola
and vanguished the Kalabhra king who ruled over Chala. He also claims to |
fnve defeated the Kalabhra king of Pandya and also the kings of Chera and
Ceylon,  No information is available on his conflict with Chera and Ceylon,
lnif events that took place in Pandyn are known to some extent.  1n his
wars against the Kalabhras, Simba-vishou was helped by a member of the
old Pandyan Dynasty named Kadungon,

Samudragupta
and the Tamils

Kadungon who was perhaps ruling as a petty chief in some corner of
[andya, took advantage of the situation and aliacked the Kalablira king of
Pandya, who was already losing against Simha-
vishnu, ©On the {all of the Kalablias, Kadungon
seized Pandyn, He was hailed by the Pandyans
s the “Restorer of old times” and perhaps he well
deserved this litle. The Pallavas however felt that they had been robbed of
their spails of war by Kadungon and thus began the enmity between the
Pallavas and the Pandyans that lasted for nearly ive centurics.y

Kadungon Restores
the
Pandyan Dynasty

The Gupta empire which came into existence about the beginning of
the gl century and which restored for a lime the ancient glory of the
Aryans, was overthrown by the Huns {Hunas) abont the
Jatter part of the sth century and Aryavartha once again
passed under foreign rule.  The rule of the Huns lasted
i about the middle of the 6Lh century when the Aryan Kingdoms united
twether and succeeded in driving the Huns (o the cxtreme north. Just as
- Huns who invaded Europe under Attile were later absorbed into the
CGerman people, even so, these Huns who invaded India, in course of time
heciume one with the [nde-Aryans among whom they were forced to settle
down. In A.D. 606 a Buddbist prince named Harsha became king of
Thanesar, then the strongest of the Aryan kingdoms., Soon he became
pinperor of North India and like his ancestors made an attempt to conquer
| hileshing,

Events in
Aryavartha
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About the time the empire of the Huns collapsed, a new dynasty/
called the Chalukiyas rose to power in the western part of the Andhra,
s country, The kings of the Chalukiya Dynasty, whose
Th:l!r th::::;ﬁas rile and zone of influence extended (tom 3?tIu: Vindhyas
Décian to the northern boundary of Chera, always identifed
themselves with the kings of the sounth, Therefore
when Harsha attempled to invade the south, his enterprise was nipped ing
the bud by Pulakesin II, the Chalukiyan Emperor, who defeated the!
Avyans on ihe banks of the Wabada viver, and thus rolled back ihe|
invasion even before il reached Dakshina,  This was the last altempt made|
by the Aryans {0 conguer the south.

The powerful Chalukivas however did not love the Pallavas of the)
soulh whose power was also growing day by day, and this soon led fné
hostilities = between  Pulakesin 11 and Malenodra- |
Cicalfhlhﬁl_ﬁ'feen t;le varman I, the successor of Simba-vishnu. Hmlnngcn,f
; I.IPIjI'IaE = now king of Pandya, and even the king of Chola who |
et Bt was but a subordinate of the Pallavas, cast their lot|
with Pulakesin IT no doubl with the purpose of checking the Pallavas. This|
helped the Pandyans to re.organisc themselves, and while the Chnluki}'as{'
and the Pallavas were al cach other's throats, Kadungon strengthened  his|
position by crushing petty rebellions and forcing turbulent tribes into
submission. Kadungon's ally, Pulakesin, won a substantial soccess apgainsi
Mahendra-varman, and snceeeded in capturing the province of Vengi in|
[the east const, between the Wrishna and the Godavari. Vengi-nad was|
| really a part of the Andhra country, but during this period [ormed parl of
the Pallava Empire.
Pulakesin created Vengi into a separate kingdom, and pul his own
brother as King. In course of time this new kingdom came to be known

as Eastern Chalukiya,
Two years later in A.D. 642 however the Chalukiyas met with serious o
reverses, Narasimha-varman who is considered the greatest of the Pallava oo o SRR,
: kings became King of Kanchi and almost immedintely P =
Narasimha- the Pallavas begay rer lost gr . Pulakesi ﬁ Jr}_ﬂ )~
varmain Delets allavas began to recover lost ground.  Pulakesin, s 3 u___::) 2
the Chalukiyas great as he was, mel his defeat at the hands of the = el 1 Tl
young Pallava, The Chalukiyas were completely’ \
routed and Narasimha-varman claimed o have pursned them to their very < M L= 3 e\\a }
capital Badami, which was sacked without mercy. Bud al the same time, l_he; {:: 1_ ~ Jl\k ny h. / J}
Pallavas could not re-capture Vengi, and they had to be satisfied with {he oy g PP {"——"j 2 L
new territorvics caplured from the Chalukivas, The struggle with the! Jz"'“z o
Chalukiyas did not end with this, however, and it dragged on with varying - - A _-\} 3
success, for several generations,
Narasimha-varman ruled Gl about A.D, 66o. e was the most power- \\\
ful among the kings of Dravida, and his role marcked the beginning of muny)

new features in Tamil colture.  He encowraged the

val;'qn:;?'lil::lza;lis spreading of Aryan cullure, and helped the Brulimans
Rule in this worl,. He did not want lo keep  Dhravida

separite from the rest of India, and therefore adopted
the customs and manners of the Acyans, and liberally endowed the Sans-
crit institutions that already exisied in Kanchi. 1t was chicfly during this
period that the ancient arts and crafls of the Tamils began lo lose their

A DANCING GIRL OF THE SAME PERIOD

N
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inracteristic features,  “Kuttus" became “natyams” and “in.sai” became ||

“sangectham” and standard works on_such subjects began fo be wrilten

more and more in Sanscrit.  The Pallavas were as a rale lovers of architec-

iwre and sculpture just as their rivals, the Chalas and the Pandyans, were

lovers of literature. Narasimba-varman for the fArst time bmilt Hindu
lemples of granite following no doubt the example of the Buddhists and
lhins, In ihe feld of art, Narasimha-varman’s greatest achievement was the
Lmilding of the temple ¢ity of Mahabalipuram which now lics half  buried
i the sands of the east coast, Iis pgranite temples, covered with exquisite
carvings depicting scenes [rom the Hindu seriptores, have been considered
te finest examples of Indian sculpture. The cultural influence of the
Pallavas was not confined o South India but is found to have spread to

e

nch distant countrics as the East Indies and Ceylon. The Pallavas were |

also a great naval power and some believe that they even colonised certain
countries on the opposite coast of the Bay of Bengal.

About this time a Sinhalese prince named Manavamma, who became
ling of Ceyvlon in A,D. 676, was living as a refugee in the court of Kanchi.
He took part in the wars against the Chalukiyas and
so distinguished himsell as a soldier {hat the king of
Kanchi helped him to makea bid for the throne of
Cevlon. It is written that the King of Kanchi gave Manavamma an army
nl well-traified soldiers and also ships to carvy them to Ceylon, Manavamma
Linded in Ceylon and marching on Anuradhapura capiured it without much
difficulty, but wnfortunately when the Tamil army returned to Kanchi,
Manavamma was forced to quil Ceylon once again, In A.D, 676 the King
ot Kanchi once again sent an army to restore Ceylon to Manavamma, This
was easily done as the Sinhalese too were without a proper leader, and
were glad to aceept Manavamma as king. It was about this time that
Mallava influence began to be lell in Ceylon, and uo donbt Manavamma was
responsible for it,  The ruing of Anuradbapura show clearly that during
this period the Sinhalese craftsmen learnt a good deal from the Pallavas,

Manavamma,
King of Ceylon

Tust as Manavamma made vse of Tamil arms to regain his kingdom,
cven so he must have made vse of Thmil craflsmen to embellish and
bennlify his capital.

About A.D, 6zo Kadungon was succeeded by his son Maravarman
Avanisulamani, He continued his father’s good
work of organizing the resources of Pandya and
ruled over his kingdom for nearly twenty-five years.
We have no further information about his rule,

Pandyan Maravar-
man Avanisulamani
(A0, 620-645)

About A.D. 645 Sendan, the son of Avanisulamani, ascended the throne

ol Pandya, and found himself at the head of a fairly well organised kingdom,

Sendan His thoughts naturally turned to foreign conquests, but un-

(A.D. 645-670) !'or’lr.mmte]y his war-like activities had {o be very llt!llled.

e owing to the presence of the powerful Pallava king, Narasimha-

varman, in the north, Sendan had therefore to be satished with punilive
wittfare against certain Chera chieftains whose lerritories e annexed,
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Arikesari Maravarman, the son of Sendan, was crowned about AT G50,
Like his father Arvikesari possessed wir-like gqualities and was impatient to
expand his kingdom. Narasimha-varman, the great Pallava, |
Maravarasan 5 c!enrd. 'll‘h‘e P.-ltnrfynr_m no Ilc:ng:ni :‘:ea:r\cd ELllu: t[’:fllu}'as"!

AD. 670.710) and Lhere 5'1'{:111.:,Ll‘.'|.__xEL11 competition between the two for
( supremacy over South  Indine Arikesari defeated the
Pallavas twice, once at Pali, and again at Nelveli. These places have not
been identilied yet for want of inrther particulars, There appears to have
been some internal disturbances too.  The Paravas of the south coast and
the people of Koru-nadn rose in revolt but Arikesari supressed them with a
sirong army,  Next he started a campaign against his Chera contemporary
and alter winning a series of battles utterly crushed the Chera power by
capluring the king and the NMoyal household,  Thus the reign of Avikesari
Maravarman saw Lhe actual expansion of Pandya,  Chera became subordi-
nate to Pandya and parts of Chola previously held by the Pallavas also fell
into the hands of the Pandyans, What was more important than (he
acquisition of territories was the fact that the dominant position so long,
held by the Pallavas was very badly shalken.

Arikesari

Koccadayan, alins Ranadhira, the next king, succeeded his father about

A.D. 7ro. Hetoo was a war-like king and maintained his hold on Chera
Mdceailivan and parts af Chola. At Marudor, he put down a rebellion
occaday started by an Ay or Shepherd Chief.  Koccadayvan later

(4D 710-740) 3100 ded the Kongu country and defeated the Maharaitas who
were ruling over the west coasl, north of Chera, with Mangalapuram
{ Mangalore) as their eapital.  The Pandyans captured Mangalapuram and
brought the Kongu country under their rule. This new acquisition—the
Kongu country —was a source of perpetual trouble to the Pandyvans and
Koceadayan's successors were forced t0 reconguer al least parts of it
before they could establish their sovereignty over this province, .

Maravariman Rajasimha, son of Koccadayan, set himself the task of)
crushing the Pallavas, and he won several battles, at Neduviyal, Kurumadai, |
Mannikurichi, Tirumangai, Povalur Kodvmbalur and  other]
Bl places. The mention of several battles show that Rajasimha's |
EB’“;;E"?EEI campaign against the Pallavas was long and fierce. Ullimate- |
Ak el Iy al Kulumbur he brought the war to a glorious end by
gaining a decisive viclory against Nandivarman Pallavamalla whe, it is|
described, fed from the batlle-field leaving behind numberless elephants, |
horses and other war malkerial.  Udayacandran, the Pallava general, also|
claims to have deleated the Pandyans on several occasions, but there is no
doubt that the end of the long struggle was in favour of Kajasimha.

Maravarman

After his victory over the Pallavas, Kajasimba crossed the Naver] into|
Malakongam, and penelrated far into Karu-nado which formed part of the|
zone of influence of the Chalukivas. The Ganga Dynasty which ruled aver
a part of Karu-nadu appears to have been subordinale to the Chalukiyas at|
this time. Rajasimha thevefore came into canflict with the Chalukiya pawer, |
and at Venbai a great battle was fought,  The Pandyans emerged victorious,
and the Gangas therefore accepled Pandyan supremacy. As a bappy
ending to the war against the Gangas, Prince Wedunjudayan, the sen and |
heir of Rajasimha, married a Guanga princess,

( 3% )

Tatila Parantaka Nedun-jadayan alias Varugna succeeded his father
about A D. 765. On the death of Rajasimba, practically all the subject
nations rose in revolt, and Nedun-jadayan Lound himself at
g war with all his father’s lormer enemies. Even the hill
NEdul]—]?dla!an chiefs of the south staged o demoenstration against the new
(4.D. 765-815) king, The war with the Pallavas was opened once again,
Nedun-jadayan won an important victory at Punnagadam, on ihe south
bank of the Kaveri but soon afferwards lost his able minister, Marangari,
Maran Eyinan, the brother of Marangari, was appointed chief minister,

Parantaka

The king of the Western Kongu country helped by the Pallavas and
Cheras now rose against the anthority of Nedun-jadayan, bul their com-
tined army led by Adigan, a Kongu chief, was badly defeated at the battles
of Ayirur and Pogalivue on the north bank of the Kaveri, The deleat of
Adigan practically pul an end Lo all vebellions in the Kongun country, and
it is said that the King of Kongu was taken prisoner and sent to Maduora,
[n commemaration of this, Nedun-jadayan built 2 {emple at Kanjivayperur
i Kongu, Five years laler Kanchi too was forced to submil and Nedun-
adayan found himself Emperor not only of the enlire Tamil couniry but,
also of the extensive territory stretching as far as Mangalore. The chief-
tains of Venad (South Travancore) and those of the [orested hill-couniry,
continued to give trouble and about AD, 588 a punitive war was started
ior the purpose of crushing these turbulent tribes once for all.  Sadayan
Karunandan of Malai-nado was defeated, and the [ortress of Ariviyor-Kottai
annel Karai-Kottai are said to have been complelely destroved. Afler the
supression of these hill tribes, Nedun-jadayan was able to enjoy the fruits
of his labours for about a quarter century without any further wars,

About A D. g Sri Marnn Vallahaba succeeded his father as Emperor
ot Dhravida,  Again the subject nations rose in rebellion. A rising in Venad
Erd Miidan had to be suppressed, The Pallavas led hy Mandivarman 11T,
Vallahaba defented the Pandyans at a place called Tellaru and thos not
X I anly threw off the Pandyan yolke but even a part of Chola
LED- 815-862) 1o wrested from the Pancdyans., This victory brought to
e side of the Pallavas almost all the Worthern powers who were watching
the expansion of the Pandyan Empire somewhat suspiciously, The
Urangas who appear to have extricated themselves from the hands of the
Pandyans, the Kalingas, the Chalukiyas and even the Magadhas of North
India are saicd to have ranged themselves on the side of the Pallavas, Sic
Maran however proved limsell equal to the formidable combination and
wtially defeated the allied army at Kumbakonam. This victory made
Ihe Pandyans supreme in South India and even the Chalukiya and Andhra
kingdoms of the Deccan acknowledged the suzerainty of Sri Maran.

Sri Maran now cast his eyes southwards across the narrow bit of sea,
on the beautiful island of Lanka. 3o far except for adventurers from the
I'amil country, no Tamil king had seviously thought of Ceylon.

Sri Muaran invaded Ceylon wilh o powerful army and completely
routed the Sinbalese at Mahatalita.  Sena I, ruler of Ceylon, fled to the hills
ol Malaya-rata.  Prince Mabinda and several other Sinhalese chiefs
commitied suicide on the battlefield rather than fall into the hands of the
Famils.  Another Prince nomed Kassapa—a warrior of great repule—is
Also recorded to have lost beart and fled from the batilefield, so complete
wis the Pandyan victory, Sri Maran however restored the throone Lo
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Sena I on his acknowledging Pandyan suzerainty, and returned to Madura
flushed with victory and carrying away much booly.
sy that in the reign of Sena 10 (A.D. 866-gor) the Sinhalese avenged
themselves by invading Pandya and placing on the Pandyan throne a king
of their own choice. Tamil inscriptions however do nol show any break
in the Pandyan succession during this period, and if what the Sinhalese
say is true, the pretender put on the Pandyan throne by them must have
had a very short stay indeed., Sri Maran's glorious reign was however
clouded by military reverses towavds the end. Nandivarman the king of
Kanchi was succeeded by his son Nrepatungavarman, about A.D. 854, He
was a youthful king who was delermined to win back the

Mrpatung_a- fortunes of his House., He waged a bitter war against Sri
varman,King . i Tl s ale i testan fiie lantel i
of Kanchi Maran, giving the latter no chance to rest on his laorels, anc

linally defeated the Pandyans on the bank of the river
Aricit, a branch of the Kaveri. Sri Maran did not long survive this defent
and was succeeded by his son Varoganavarman aboul A.D. 862,

The new king of Pandya had (o recognise the strong position which

the king of Kanchi had won for himself as victor of the battle of Aricit. He

therefore lived in peace with his neighbour till

‘fi{:‘iugal;::i;g;an about A.I). 880, Nrpatungavarman was dead by this|

s time and his sen Aparajita was king of Knnchi.|

Varuganavarman now thought that he would test his strength, and attacked|

the Pallavas, bul at the batile of Sri Purambian the Pandyans were

thoroughly beaten. Aparajita was helped by Prithivipati

[, the king of the Western Gangas, who unforlupately
lost his life in this baltle.

During the period the Pandyans and the Pallavas were fighting eacl|
other for supremacy over the Tamil country, the descendants of the
; ancient Chola Dynasty were ruling as petly chiefs in
Rise gf ;tit‘:hnla remote parts of the country. Some years prior to the
. y Y defeat of the Pandyans at the battle of Sri Purambian,|

a prince of the Chola Dynasty named Vijayaliyyan who claims to be the
: descendant of Karikalan captured the city of Tanjore from
Vijayalayan a local chicftain and making this city his headguarters raised|
the Tiger Standard of the Cholas. |

Varuganavarman king of Pandya died soon after his defeat at the hands|
of the Pallavas, He was succeeded by his brother Parantankan Viranaraya-|

Aparajita,
King of Kanchi

Parantankan 'O who had married a Chera princess named Vanavin|
Viranarayanan Mabhadevi, Heclimsto have fought in the Kongu n;:ouqu:,ri

3 and al various places bul unfortunately details about his|
{“1"‘{:}' 480-900) career are nol known, The Pandyan power was now]
definitely on the wine ind Vicanarayanan must have done his bil to arrest|
the decline of his kingdom.

About A.D. goo Viranarayanan's son Maravarman Rajasimba 11 was
crowned king of Pandya, T his reign things took a definite turn for the
worse.  The danger did not come from the Pallavas

Ii:.?::i:l:??l but from the newly resurrected Chola Dynasty. When
(4.0. 900-920) .l%thi_yan I, son of Vijayalayan ascended the ihrone of
it =% Tanjore, he showed himself a very aggressive monarch,
He defeated the Pallava king Apatajita in several battles and won back the.
ancient kingdom of Chola including the provinee of Tondai or Kanchi, This:

Sinhalese lustorians
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vapid recovery of the Cholas togk the Pandyans by surprise, and soon they
fondd themselves at war, with this new power,

With the rise of the Cholas of the House of Vijalayan we enter a new

anel glorious phase of Tamil history, best described as the “Golden Age.”




CHAPTER IX

We have seen how the Last Sangam ceased to be an active body
owing to the misfortune that overtook the Royal Dynastics of Dravida.
r E T t E i :I-: o I - AL
The History of ven after th.e Imr:l;,:,um returned to .PCI':.".CI no
3 attempt appears to have been made to revive the
Tamil : ity 51 0 5 i

; Sangam. The loss of KHoyal palronage was no doubt

Literature . R R - iR
(F A.D. 600-000) 8 eat sel-back to poels and therefore the aold type
el tas s ol minstrel pocts completely disappeared and in their
place there appeared those whom we may call sages and sainfs, 1o whom
Royal patronage, though welcome was by no means essential for success,
i [|Sangam poets wrote Lallads, odes and long descriptive poems.  They never

| | touched upon philosophy or dogmatic religion—excepl perhaps lo describe

¢

some ancient religions custom that had become part and parcel of Tamil
civilization., ]_,ven a work like the Kural steers clear of dogmas and
doctrines.  Duoring the post-Sangam period —from about A.D. 6oo, Tamil

literature entered a new phase in which religion began to play a greater

part than it had hitherto done.

It was during the Sangam period that the Tamil country came under
the influence of the many religious sects such as Brahmans, Jains and
Buddhists, Brahmanism possessed an advantage over the
others, in that, it arrived centuries earlier, and long before
the advent of Jainism and Bilddhiﬂm.. had absorbed much of the local
cults of the Tamils; so much so, {hat the Tamils never felt that they were
accepting a foreign cull in Brahmanism. However the Brahimans kept
to Sanscrit as their religious language and did not produce anything of a
religious nature in Tamil. They depended too much on their ritual and
ceremonies and withheld true knowledge fram the common people.  Onl
the other hand, lains and Buddhists weote much in Tamil bot always with
the idea of propagating their religious doclrines, These works becam
very popular among the Tamils, so much so, that centuries laler Saiva and
Vaishpava teachers have bitterly complained that the Tamils were wasting

Brahmanism

their life repding Lhis “worthless literature of lLeretical sects.” It was litile

wander therelore that towards Lhe end of the Sangam period Jainism and
Buddhism became very popular in Dravida and even some of the kings
bzgan to openly embrace these religions.  In spite of the Fact that all these
relizious sects vied with one another, there was great religions tolerenc
during the Sangam period.  From the beginning of the gth century how
ever a cerlain amount of rivalry and bitterness becomes evident. Th
greal success of Jainism and Buddhism, not only in the Tamil coundry bu
all over Indip, placed the orthodox Brahmans in a very precarious position,
It was ol this eritical period of Hindw history, that Sankara, the saviouwr o
Brabhmanism was born,  He belonged to an orthodox Brabman family o
Kaladi, a village in Chera. He became a great Achariar or teacher, and
gave Brahmanism a new lease of life with his clear exposition of th
Vedanta philosophy,  Sankara  preached and wrote in Sanscrit, an
travelled all over Indin and soucceeded in counteracting the activities of
hieretical secls such as the Buddhists and Tnins,  He organised the Mind
religion, and perhaps taking an example from the Buoddhbists and Tains
foumi‘ul monasteries, one in ench of the four provinces into which h

1
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divided India, The monastery which he founded in South Tndia, was
located at Kanchi, which long remained the principal seat of Sanscrit
learning. Owing to Sankara's preachings and wrilings there rose 4 wave of
enthusinsm in favour of Brahmanism. His interpretation of the Vedas and
other religious works, not only counteracted the growing godlessness of the
Ingdian peoples, but also pulled out Brabmanism from its narrow arthodoxy
and made it the religion known as Hinduism today.  Since the revival of
Hindnism started in the Tamil country, there was no doubt a great deal
of religious intolerance during this period, and often it ended in the
persecution of one sect by the other, Brabmans, Buddbists and lains
vied with one another to gain the favour of the reigning kings. Open
debates were common all over the Tamil country, and it s described that
logicians flew their own flags in front of their tenls challenging others to
contest,

The new enthusiasm in favour of Hinduism, resulled in the birth of
the “Baktha cult.” The Bakthas who were drawn from all classes believed
not in abstract philosophies but in real spiritual experience.
The Bakthas I such close communion with God alone they found real
religion and true salvation. This spirilual state could be attained only
by devotion to o particular aspect of God or in other words to a
particular Deity.  [L required not bicth or brains, but only a pure heart, and
il was within the reach of the most illiterate outcast. These Dakthas
came [from both the Saiva and Vaishnava sects, and although they did not
dilTer in principle they often showed as much rivalry towards each other
a5 they did towards Jainism and  Buddhism. They wrote and sang soul
inspiring and beautiful devotional songs in Tamil,

Among the many Nayanars as the devotees of Siva were known, themost
inportant are four in number—Appar, Sundramurthi, Thirugnanasampan-
thar and Manicavasagar and their sacred songs or “thevarams” have been
collected together inlo eight books known as the eight “Thirl-molies.” Of
these the rst three contain the songs of Thirugnanasampanthar, fourth to
sixth, the songs of Appar, seventh the songs of Sundramurthi, and the
cighth the songs of Manicavasagar,

Of the Alvars or Vaishnava Bakthas there are eleven, namely, Peyalvar,
Bhutattalvar, Poykaialvar Tirwmalisaiaivar, Nammalvar  Kulasekeralvar,
Perialvar, Andal, Tondaradippodialvar, Tirappanalvar and Tirumangaialvar.
The songs written by those saintly men, were collected together about
A.D). 20 by a sage named Nathamuni and is now known as the "Nalayera
Prabandham” or the Four Thousand Hymns.

Appar the earliest of the Bakthas, converted the king of Kanchi—
Mihendra Varman I, from the Jain faith to Saivism; Thirugnanasampan-
Ihar too is said to have converted a Pandyan Lking and likewise Perialvar
is recarded to have converted Sei Maran Vallabba, king of Pandya from
Tainism to the Vaishnava faith, Al these “conversions” show (hat Tainism
and Buddhism counted some of the greatest intellectual giants of Dravida
among their adherents.  We shall therefore see to what extent Tain and
Buddhist writers lave contributed to Tamil literature during f_ihis period,

F The epic ar Kavva style of poetry was first adopled
Jain a'nd. Buddhist by IheI Aryans fr}r:' llm}]mrpcgsu mf}imchiug or - prop-
Writers sating Brahmanic doctrines, as can be seen from the
sanscrit epics, Y Mahabaratha” and “Tamayana,”  In the Tamil couniry

1
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the same style was adopted mostly by Jains and Buddhists for the propa-
gation of their own doctrines. In “Manimekalai” we have a very good
example. The Jains and Buddhist of the post-Sangam period between
A.D. 600 and goo continued the same literary style, and produced the three
great epics, “Valayapathi,” **}eevika-sinthamani” and “Kundalakesi.”

There are also five other short epics which belong to the same
post-Sangam period. They are “Chulamani,” “Nilakesi,” “Yasodra,’
“Udayakumar” and “Nagakumar.”



PART i

CHAPTER |

The Chola Dynasty—the descendants of the great Karikalan—became

almost extinct during the long centuries, when the Kalabhras, and after them,

The Chola the Pallavas ruled over the fair land of the Kaveri. Neverthe.

less the Chola princes kept up their identity by intermarry-
ing with the royal houses of Pandya and Chera, and many of
them ruled as petty kings and chieftains in the Tanjore district. The end-
less wars between the Pandyans and the Pallavas had reduced this territory
to a turbulent border country over which the bigger powers exercised but
very little control. Even in these parts the Chola princes did not enjoy
full” independence. The real rulers of this border territory were the
Muttarayan chiefs, These chieftains appear to have acknowledged the
suzerainty of either Pandya or Kanchi, according to the political situation
of the time. It was from one of these Muttarayan chiefs that Vijeyalayan
captured Tanjore, possibly in the course of a local conflict. The defeat
of the Muttarayan chiefs made Vijeyalayan king of all the territory stretch-

Empire

=
B o ing from Tanjore as far south as Pudukotta, comprising nearly half of - the
21 = ancient kingdom of Chola.
—~ E Adityan I, known also as Rajakesari Varman, the son of Vijeyalayan
o z became king of Tanjore about A.D. 880, almost about the same time that
o £ 5 Adityan | Aparajita succeeded to the throne of Kanchi. We have already
X Z ) Y seen how the Pandyans under Varugana-Varman, attacked the
3 < 5 Pallavas and met with disaster at the battle of Sri Purambiam. During
o =z o this war the Cholas were not really independent, but were subordinate to
Z 4 T the Pallavas. There is difference of opinion among historians as to which
= = side the Cholas took. However, sometime after this event Adityan I

1 defeated Aparajita and crushed the Pallavas so completely that the whole.
; of Tondaimandalam once more came under the sway of the Cholas, With

v the recovery of Tondaimandalam the ancient kingdom of Karikalan lived

again. Rajasimha II, who became king of Pandya about A.D. goo was an

open enemy of the Cholas. He disliked the rapidity with which the

Cholas began to recover themselves. It clearly showed that Pandya was in

danger of an invasion in the near future. Before this happened, Raja-

Ten s ' simha tried to check the growing power of his neighbour. War soon

followed between the two Tamil kingdoms and it dragged on with varying

results almost to the end of Adityan’s reign.

The Chola Crown Prince Parantakan who had already distinguished

“ - J himself as a capable leader, succeeded his father about A.D. go7. He

already bore the title “Mathurakonda” (conqueror of
Madura) which shows that he had taken an active part in
his father’s campaign against Pandya. Parantakan intensified the assault on
Pandya, with the result that Rajasimha found it impossible to withstand the
Cholas any longer. He appealed to Kasyappa, king of Ceylon, for help.
The Sinhalese king realising well that Ceylon had to be defended in
Pandya, immediately despatched a strong army including many horses and
elephants. This took place about A.D. gzo. Rajasimha taking heart once
again continued the war with the help of the Sinhalese. But the Cholas
proved themselves more than a match for the allies. About A.D. 923 a

Parantakan|
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great battle was fought at Velur. Inscriptions mention that Parantakan
defeated the Pandyans as well as the mighty army sent by the Lord of
Hum (Ceylon) and seized a herd of elephants together with the city of
Madura. The allies were completely routed and Rajasimha fled o Ceylon
taking with him the crown and oiher regalin.g. King Kasyappa did oot live
to see the inglorious defeat of his great army. Dappula who succeeded
him was faced with many internal troubles and could not ofier any help to
Rajasimha, The unfortunate Pandyan king finding that there was liltle
]mpc of obtaining help [rom Dappula, hnally crossed over to Chera Lhe
u;l.tm; land afl l1_is maother, leaving behind the crown and olher jewels with

the Sinhalese king for safe-keeping. Rajasimba spent the rest of his days
in Chera, no doubt in sad contemplation of his terrible misfortune.  Paran-

}akun now master of Pandya tried to secure the Pandvan crown and other

jewels by friendly negotiation, But Dappula refused to give them up.

Parantakan therenpon declared war on Ceylon and invaded the island in

the reigneof Udaya I about A.D. gy5. The Sinhalese king who was not

strong enough to face the invader, adopling past tactics, abandoned

Anuradhapura and fled to the south, However he took cure to remove

tifl.: Pandyan crown and regalia, which he was determined not to surrender,

Thus, although Parantakan took Annradhapura, he did not oain  his

purpose.  Belore he could decide on furthier action azainst the Sinhalese

misfortune overtook his troops in the Decean.  He was Lherefore forced (o

sbandon the conguest of Ceylon and return to Chola.,

The Rashtrakutas who like the Chalukiyas and the Maharattas were
one af the new Dynastics that had sprang up in the Decean alter the fall of
F]n: Andhra empire aboul A.D. 300, had now grown into a powerlnl nation,
They fought the Chalukiyas unceasingly and reduced their power w preat
deal. About this time Kannara Devan (Krishna 1), the Rashivakuta king,
made up his mind to check the growing power of e Cholns, and 'I.K'JHEI
Parantakan was away in Ceylon invaded Chola in great force.  The Cholas
too were Leying to expand their empive northwids into the Deccan. The
twq armies came to o clash ot Takkala and the battle that {ollowed is |
clained by both parties as a victory, But unfortunately the Chola Crown
Prince, Raja-Adityan who was in command of the Chola army dicd of his
wounds a few days after the battle. When the Rashtrukutas heard this
news they became bolder and actually penetrated into Chola as far as the
capital, Tanjore.  Thus the great warrior Parantakan lost nol only hLis san
and heir bt also his empire and even part of his kingdom. The Pancyan
lf}hin:,; advantage of his defent refused to ncknowledge his suzer ainly, The
Sinhalese too returned to Auuradhapura without any fear of the Cholas.
Though Parantalan bore the title "“Mathuraiyom Humum Konda® {con-
gueror of Madura and Ceylon) fate had decreed that this sheuld be but an
empty boast at the time of his death,

The posilion of the Cholas, from (he time they sustained defeat at the
hands of the Rashtrakutas up to A.D. ¢85, was somewhat precarious,
Gandar-Adityan ];:E.l-il:l_'ti"tk:“fs lwao rum;:iniu;_{ sons, Gandar-Adityan and

Arinjayan hl[lr:l]_.l.j..ln tuled over f_dhnl:t more or less in partnership,

Parantakan I| '|‘|tu llmnl,l.l"nrln_];}}rnlrﬁ son Paranlulan 1T l'.u:.'l::llnte lking,
Uttama Chola | '° HcW)]im;.: tried to recover the lost empire, and
(A.D. 947-935) 'I:“‘q..l[IL‘lI i andya and Ceylon.  This no doubt was a very

: rashact.  In Ceylon e was defeated by Mahindu 1V,

and in Pandya, @ worse fale wwailed him, Vira-Pandyan the Pandyan
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ruler was a very warlike monarch and yearned to tuke revenge for past
indignities, At Chevur lie won a great victory over the Chelas and he
further ¢claims to have killed the Chola king, who bas now been identilied
as the ill-starred Parantakan.  Paraptakan's cousin Utlama Cholan then
became king and ruled till A 85, Very little is known about him,
cxcepl that both, he amd Ins mother, Scmbian Mabadevi, were great
ilevotees of Siva and not only renovated several temiples but alse buill new
anes.

Uttnma Cholan was sncceeded by Arunmaoli-varman better known as
Kaja-Rajan the Great. Raja-Rajan was every inch a leader. Under his
guidance the Cholas grew intoa mighty power onceagain, The
A .D.985-1012) Rashtrakutns who had checked Lhe expansion of Chola during

il the early part of the century, had been defeated and croshed
by the Western Chalukiyas, Raja-Itajan therefore paid his altention to
Pandya frst.  To found o Tamil Empire it was necessy first, to bring the
three Tamil kingdoms under a single monarch,  This was what Raja-Rajan
accomplished first.  Amarabliojana, the king of Pandya was defeated, and
Pandya was re-named Raja-Raja mandalam or Raja-Raja-pandi-nadu. Chera
was attacked hoth by land and sea. Vilinam, Kuodalur, Salai andd other Chera
lowns fell one after another and soon Chera too was forced to acknowledge
the suzerainly of Raja-Hajan.

Northwards, the Cholas won victory after victory, and having forced
Vengi ar Enstern Chalukiya to submit, Raja-Rajoan crossed 1he Godavart and
entered Kalinga.,  Kalinga which even Asoka found so dilieult to conyuer,
now fell an easy prey to the Cholas.  Unlike his predecessors Kaja-Rajan
lock care Lo see that his government was esiablished frmly in the con-
quered countries.  All these he accomplished before the 171h year of his
reign, that is, before A.D. 1002,  After the conquest of Kalinga, he tnrmed
southwards and invaded Ceylon.  Sinhalese historians el us that Raja-
Hajan took advantige of the strained feeling that existed between ihe
Sinhalese king Mahindu V, and his anmy, and invaded Ceylon at o time the
Sinhalese were least able to defend (hemselves,  Although Pavantakan 11
was defeated by the Sinhalese, the political situation of Ceylon had been
petting worse and worse ever since the invasion of Parantakan [ For
severn] centuries  past, the  Sinhalese army had consisted mainly of
mercenary troops, chiefly Tamils,  This Tamil army in the service ol the
Sinhalese, often found itself in a position to control the political affairs of
Ceylon,

In addition to this great drawback, the Sinhulese were faced wilh
another great problem. The population of Notth Ceylon had by this time
liecome predominantly Tamil.  These Tamil setilers refused to be absorbed
into the Sinhalese nation and remained separale maintaining close relation-
ship wilh their kinsmen across the narrow strails, The Norlliern peninsula
with 2 portion of the mainland indeed formed a separate kingdom ruled
over by kings of Naga-Tamil descent, After the invasion of Parantakan I,
the territory north of Anuradhapura ceased to belong to the Sinhalese,
except occasionally during the rule of 1 powerful monarch. In limes of
invasion from (he mainland, these Ceylon Tamils usually helped heir
kinsmen, and thus considerably weakened the resislive power of the
sinhalese,

Raja-Rajan |



{ 46 )}

King Mahindu V the contemporary of Kaja-Rajun, and before him his
brother Sena V, were both forced to flee to the south for safety as a result!
of mutiny in the Tamil mercenary army. It is said that these kings were
unable to pay the troops, and apart from ihis, there is also reason to e
believe that these mercenary soldiers were unwilling to fight the Cholas ik
who were daily threatening the island, Sena V (A.D. g72-981) found it
impossible to rule from Anuradhapura owing to the great inflience wielded
by the Tamils, and had to remove his capital to Polonnaruva, leaving
Anuradhapura and the northern territory in the hands of the Tamils. His|
successor Mahindu V tried to establish his government at the old capital,
but when the mercenary army muotinied, he found himself so helpless, that
he bad to flee 1o the south to save his life, Thus the Tamil mercenarices,
by their frequent mutinies and the consequent collapse of the Sinhalese
government, more or less prepared the way for their kinsmen, the Cholas,

When Raja-Kajan the Great invaded the island about A.D. 1ooz he.
met with hardly any resistance, He captured Polonnaruva and having
established his government firmly, set sail westward towards the ten-thon-
sand lsles, now known as the Maldives. He brought these islands as well
a5 the Laceadives under his suzerainty, Sinhalese historians usually give
the date of the Chola conquest of Ceylon as A.D. 1o17—the year in which
Mahindu V was captured and taken o Chola. But long before this event, |
about rooz Raja-Kujan had established his government at Polonnaruva, and
from his inscriptions we learn that he had even donated the revenue from
certain villages in Ceylon towards the maintenance of the great temple
which he boilt at Tanjore,

pd Tamil monarchs, from the time of the Pallavas, spent much of their
wealth in building magnificient temples of granite, with lofly gopurams,
decorated with exquisite sculptures and paintings, which have earned
for the Tamil races the name—* The greatest temple builders of the
world,” A good many of these great edifices, no doubt considerably
altered and renovaled by successive generalions of pious kings, can be seen
to this day al Rameswaram, Madura, Conjeevaram, Sri-rangam, and numer-
ous olher places, scattered practically thronghoul Sonth India.  While the
early Fandyans were lovers of literature and the Pallavas, lovers of archi-
tecture, the Cholas loved and encouraged both. The great temple built by
Raja-Rajan even in its half-ruined state and robbed of its ancient glory, as
it exists taday is a thing of greal architectural beanty. Its Vimana rises 216
feet, tier upon tier of granite sculplure, wonderful to behold. The top of
the Vimana is crowned with a cupola weighing 8o tons, carved out of a
single piece of granite, The crowning of the summit with such a heavy
granile cupola, would be considered a feat of great engineering skill even
in modern times.  The bronze statues of this period are also considered
tha best of their kind ever cast in India. The Tamils of this period not |
only displayed skill in sculpture and architecture but were also great pain-
ters, and examples of their work can be seen in some parts of the Tanjore
temple. It is believed thal Raja-Rajan started work on this temple in ;
AD. 1023 after the conguest of Ceylon and fuished the worl before RAJA-BAIA'S TEMPLE
AD, 100y, Tor his inscriptions state that he celebrated his victory over the TANJORE
Weslern Chalukiyas, by making valuable presents {o this temple, The war
with the Western Chalukiyas, whe ruled over the greater part of the
Deccan, was brought to a decisive end in the 22nd year of his reign, that
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is about A.D. 1007. With the defeat of the Chalukiyas the whole of
Dakshina, from the Vindhyas to Ceylon, came under the sway of a single
Dravidian monarch, perhaps for the first time since Ravanna, Raja-Rajan

lavished his wealth not only on Hindu temples, but also built a Buddhist,

vihare at Nagapatnam, and richly endowed it. This vihare was built on
the request of King Chulamanivarman of Kedah in Malaya, for the benefit
of the Buddhists from Malaya who were resident at Nagapatnam during
this time. This shows that the Tamils were in close touch with the king-
doms of Further India, and inscriptions discovered in various parts of
Malaya, show that Tamil merchants resided there in large numbers.
After his victory over the Chalukiyas, Raja-Rajan handed over the reins of
his government to his able son and heir Rajendran, who was crowned in
1012, during the life-time of his father, '

The new Emperor was a watrior of great repute. In fact most of the
campaigns in which Raja-Rajan won fame and success, were, it is believed,
Raiendran | planned and carried out by his illustrious son Rajendran, In

(11012_1042) the sixth year of his reign, that is, about 1017 he crossed
over to Ceylon with the purpose of mopping up the rebels
and guerillas who were still giving trouble, from their secure ‘position among
the hills and swamps of South Ceylon. In this campaign, Rajendran
crushed all opposition, and eventually took Mahindu V prisoner, and
further recovered the Pandyan crown and regalia, which had brought so
much trouble and calamity on Ceylon. Rajendran changed the name of
Polonnaruva into Jananathapuram and reduced Ceylon to a mere province
of the great Chola Empire.

Rajendran brought Pandya too under his direct rule, by driving out
the Pandyan king who, though subordinate to the Cholas had attempted to
give trouble. To avoid further trouble in Pandya, he appointed his son as
Viceroy with the title Chola-Pandyan. From his inscriptions we learn that
he built for his Viceroy, a great palace at Madura “by whose weight even
the earth became unsteady.” Unfortunately even its site cannot be traced
today.

Having thus consolidated the Empire which he inherited from his
father, Rajendran started on a campaign of further conquests, in_the tenth
year of his reign (about rozr). From Kalinga, he over-ran Orissa, and
defeated the Pala king of Bengal whose suzerainty at one time extended
up to Kanauj (United Provinces). As a result this part of Aryavartha came
under Chola rule. About this time Aryavartha was in a wretched condi-
tion. Between A.D. 1000 and 1o3o the Afghan prince Mahmed made at
least seventeen successful raids into Western Aryavartha. About 1oos5 he

marched up to the river Jhelum. In 1008 he conquered Punjab. In 1018

he sacked the town of Mathura (Muttra) and Kanauj.

We notice therefore, that the Tamil invasion of Bengal and other parts
of North India, took place about the same time as the Muslim invasion of
India. The Muslims restricted themselves to the Punjab, Sind and other
parts of the west, and did not reach Bengal till after the fall of the Chola
Empire. Although the Cholas were Hindus the idea of a. “Hindu Nation”
did not then exist. The Tamils did not therefore go to the help of the
Hindu kings of North India, in their wars against the Muslim invaders.
On the other hand they proved themselves as much the cnemies of (he
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Aryans as the Muoslim invaders were. In an inscription daled the twelth
year of Hajendran’s reign (A.D. 1023) he claims to have congquered
Mathoramandalam.  Some think that this refers to the conquest of
Pandya. We kuow however that Pandya was conguered by Raja-Rajan
and that in the tenth year of his reign, Hojendran had appointed his son as
Viceroy of Pandya, afler driving the Pandyan king out of the kingdom.
Although petly rebellions may have occurred, even after this, the suppres-
sion of these could never have warranted n record such as the inscription
referved to already,  Further, Pandya was known as Raja-raja-pandi-nadu, |
and not as Mathuramandalam, [t is also known for certain that Rajendran
started his invasion of North India in the tenth year aof his reign, after
strongly establishing his position in the Empire which he inherited from
his father, Therelore in the twelth year of his reign, he would have been
campaigning somewhere in the north, For these reasons ihe eminent
scholar Dr. Huoltzsch bas recognized Mathuramandalam as the territory
argund the city of Mathara (Mulira) on the Jumma in North India,. A few
vears before Rajendran’s invasion and conquest of this region, the Muslim
invaders had laid waste this district and therefore its congquest could not
have been very difficult,

Afler his victories in North India, Rajendran built & new eapital and
named it Ganga-konda Cholapuram, in commemaoration of his conquests
vight up to the banks of e Ganges. This city is now in ruins and only
the Temple built by Rajendran now stands. [t is mentioned that the
Chola Emperor forced the vanguished kings of the North, to carry water
from the Ganges oll ihe way to the Imperial capilal, where the sacred water
was poured into a well that can be seen lo this day. The Cholas proved
invincible not only on land but even carried their viclorious Tiger Flag far
across the sea.  “T'he Chola fleet of this period was perhaps the largest ever|
possessed by an Indian nation, The whole coasline from Mangalore lo
Bengal now belonged to the Tamils. We lnow that from pre.historic’
times the Dravidians were an intrepid sea-faring race. It s little wonder:
therefore that with nearly three-fourth of India’s coast in their hands, the
Tamils became a maritime power greatly leared by all neighbouring countries.

It is not known why apd when hostilities broke out between Chola
and Kedah, Maravijayolunga, the son of Chulamanivarman remained a-|
friend of the Cholas, Bt insciiptions well supported by later writings tell |
us that Rajendran defeated Sangaramn Wijeyotunga the son of Maravijayo- |
tunga and having caplured several cities and ports belween Mapapalam in
Lower Burma, and Sci-Wijevam (Palembang) in South Somatra, brought
this vast territory uncer his rule.  Several islands belonging o the Malay
Archipelago, including Ma-nacavaram (Nicobars) also became part of the
Choli Empire, Chinese records tell us that Sei-Wijeyam was a vast empire
which consisted of Sumatea, JTava, and several islands and stades of Further
India. The capture of its capital Sri-Wijevam must have made the Cholas
masters of the East Indies.  Although the names of the conquered coun-
tries and captored cilies are given, the identity of these Tamilized names is’
very doubtful, bui there is no doubt whaiever, that Rajendran brought the
principal states of Further India under Tamil rule,

During the reigns of Raja-Eajan and Rajendran, there was a great
influx of Brahmans from North Tondia into the Tamil country. Ever eager
to win the favour of the most powerful monarch of the day, these Brahmans:
did not miss the opportunity of becoming citizens of the greal Chola Empire,
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The Chola Emperors following the example of the Pallavas, encourag-
e the study of Sanscrit.

This classical language of the Aryans had now become the religious
language of the Hindus, and besides, it was perhaps the only medium of
communication belween Chola and the subject nations of ihe north.
Thereiore the study of Sanscrit received much prominence during this
period, so much so, it is said that once the Queen Mother rebuked Haja-
Rajan for 'showing so mueh favour to Sanscrit instead of to his own
Tamil)?

The Cheola Emperors also did much to improve the agricultural
resonrces of the country., Many huge irrigation tanks and numerous
channels and dams were built. The Ponneri Tank, built durin_g th_15
period, even in its present ruined state, has a bund  over saxtccn miles in
length and is now used as a country road.  Perbaps the ancient glory of the
Tamil race reached its zenilh during the reign of Rajendran I, :aul:l rhls
successors could do no more than keep their hold on the far-flung Empire,
by constantly suppressing risings and rebellions.

Thus when Rajendran’s son, Rajadhirajan ascended the throne
rebellions broke out in varions parts of the empire. He had to fight
several battles in Chera and Pﬂnd}'rll., hclrure htc cluuld
establish himself as Emperor. He claims to have
(AD. 1042-1052) defeated and killed J'-.'IanmLqu-mm. a Pandyan prince,
and Virkeralan.  He also drove out Sundera-Pandyan from Pandya. In
Ceylon too there were risings and Rajadhirajan had to visit the island to
attend Lo the rebellious Sinbalese.  In the remote parts of the south, some
pretenders to the Sinhalese throne were staging demonstrations against
Chola rule.  Kajadhirajan mentions four of them; one a Pandyan prnce,
and another, a refuges from distant Kananj—Vikramabahu, the chief rebel
and son of Mahindn V. and most of his accomplices were defeated and
slain.  Rajadhirajan then returned to Chola only to find that Western
Chalukiya was up in arms. In the war that followed, Rajadhirajan met
with an antimely end.

Rajadhirajan

His brather Rajendran then ascended the throne, The new king had
iaught by his brother's side in all his campaigns, and thercfore the change
. in rulership did not affect the policy of the Chaolas.

Rajendran lI Rajendran carried on the war with the rebellious

(AB. Fa52-luad) Chalukiyas with varying results. The Chalukiyas kept
:he Tamils so busy, that the empire began to show signs of decline. In
Ceylon rebellions broke out afresh,  On the death of Rajadhirajan in 1052
1 Sinhalese named Lokesvara raised the standard of revolt in the South
nd established himself at Kataragama. Another named Kirli, Believed
1o be of royal descent, rallied the Sinhalese among the wild hills of Cen-
ival Ceylon. IGirti who appears to have had Lhe larger following succeeded
in winning over Lhe southern rebels, after defealing Lokesvarw’s successor
Kasyappa.  Kirti who now possessed the slatus of a petly king called him-
elf Vijayabahu, and declaring himself the rightful heir to the Sinhalese
throne, tried to start a war against the Chola rolers,

All these risings were confined to the inaccessible and remote parts of
the island and the Cholas could have done little to suppress them.
Oceasionally a powerful and well-armed expeditionary force would march
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to the south to quell these disturbances, but the enemy would disappear
into the hills and thus gave no chance for an open battle. This was
exactly what bappened when Vijeyabahu tried to organise a campaign.
The Chola troops who went to crush the rebellion in the south found that
Vijeyabahu had escaped into the hills. However when the Cholas with-
drew to Polonnaruva, Vijeyabahu went back to the south, and remained in,
an out-of-the-way place called Tambalagama. The Chola troops however!
hunted him down, and he fied eastward beyond Tissamaharama, and took
refuge in a rock fortress. Aided by the natural protection this fortress
gave him, Vijeyabahu gained some success against his enemies, and
emboldened Dby it, tried to carry the fight into Rajarata. His army how.
ever sustained a severe defeat, and he fled once again to a rock fortress
called Vakirigala, and remained in hiding waiting for a better opportunity.

When Rajendran 1l died in A.D.. 1064 the empire passed to Vira-
Rajendran, the youngest son of Rajendran I. The new emperor was
. . determined to bring the Chalukiya war to a close. At
v(,lc\rg-ngéinlgzsy Kudalam he defeated the Chalukiyas, led by Prince

il “777 Vikrama-Adityan, the second son of the Chalukiya king.
The Western Chalukiyas were thus subdued once again. As a happy end
to the conflict, Vira-Rajendran gave his daughter in marriage to the de-
feated prince and made him the governor of a province of Chola.

About this time a young prince named Parakesari Rajendra Chola
Deva, was king of Vengi. Although he appears to have been a favourite of
the Chola chieftains, for some unknown reason the Emperor deprived him
of his kingdom. This ex-king of Vengi was the son of Princess Kundavi,
the daughter of Rajendran I.  His father was Vimaladityan, king of Eastern
Chalukiya or Vengi-nad. When Vira-Rajendran died in 1069, this prince,
backed by Somesvara II, king of Western Chalukiya, and brother of
Vikrama-Adityan, claimed the Imperial throne of Chola. In this he was
also encouraged by certain Chola chieftains who perhaps found Adi-
Rajendran the rightful heir a weakling. Vikrama-Adityan, however took the
side of his brother-in-law, and Adi-Rajendran was crowned Emperor in
1069. Immediately civil war broke out between the two factions. Somes-
vara, king of Western Chalukiya who was anxious to throw off the Chola
yoke, actively supported Parakesari. The ill-starred emperor Adi-Rajen-
dran, met with defeat and death at the hands of the ambitious Parakesari,
and in 1070 the victorious prince crowned himself as Kulottunga I.

Vikrama-Adityan however continuéd the war against his own brother
Somesvara. Under Kulottunga he could not have remained governor of
a Chola province and furthermore, he hated his brother for helping an
usurper to the throne of Chola, -

Two years later he defeated Somesvara, and became king of Western
Chalukiya. To the last he remained an enemy of Kulottunga and found him.
self strong enough to keep the Cholas out of Chalukiya. Likewise during
the five years Chola was plunged in civil war, the other subject nations, the
Pandyans, the Cheras and the Sinhalese in the south, the Kalingas and
others in the north, all succeeded in throwing off the Chola yoke. In
Ceylon we saw how a prince named Kirti or Vijeyabahu, attempted to
recover the Sinhilese throne but failed. This prince did not however give
up hopes, but waited patiently for a better opportunity. -When in 1069
civil war broke out in Chola, and as a consequence the central power lost
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its hold on the empire countries, Vijeyabahu took the field once again-
There is reason to believe that the Chola garrisons at Po!onnaruva :fmd
Anuradhapura, were themselves engaged in evacuating the island }?OSS{bly
under orders from Adi-Rajendran who was being hard-pressed by his_rival
Kulottunga, The Sinhalese appear to have pursued the retreating Cholas
as far as Anuradhapura which was occupied without muqh difficulty, In
evacuating the Island a small section of the Chola garrison, called the
Velaikkaras, was left behind, and Vijeyabahu was glad to engage these
soldiers as mercenaries. However when the Sinhalese attempted to mvgde
Chola in retaliation the Velaikkaras refused to obey orders, and the mutiny
became so serious, that Vijeyabahu, who claims to have expe_]lec} the Cholas,
had to leave his capital in a hurry and seek refuge once again in the rock
fortress of Vakirigala. His inability to control the Velaikkaras \\jho formed
but a very small section of the Chola garrison, clearly shows that. _the
Cholas were forced to leave the island owing to the unfortunate _polltxcal
situation at home, and not because of the military strength of the Sinhalese
patriots. The Pandyans and the Kalingas too gamc_ed their independence
during the period of the Civil War and it is interesting to note that these
three countries, Ceylon, Pandya and Kalinga, be_game frxendg and allies no
doubt for mutual protection against Chola. Vijeyabahu, king of Ceylon,
married a princess from Kalinga, and also gave his sister Mitta in marriage
to a Pandyan prince, . )
We know hardly anything about the fate of the Chola possessions in
North India and Malaya. We have to assume that they lost all these
countries during the Civil War and thus the far-flung empire, built by
Raja-Rajan and Rajendran I finally collapsed for want of a strong ruler.
With the defeat and death of Adi-Rajendran, the House of Vijeyalayan
came to an end, and with it, the most glorious period of Tamil History.



CHAPTER I

When Rajendra alias Kulottunga I became king of Chola, he found
that the great empire over which he longed to rule had vanished. However
The Cholas and he was not dismayed. He made up his mind to

the Pandyans recover all the lost 1mper1al' possessions, and almost
(AD. 1070-1216) from the day of his coronation he was at war with
‘ ) all his neighbours,

- Vengi-nad or Eastern Chalukiya was his by right; and he therefore
seized it and placed his second son Raja-Rajan on the throne. He also
Kulottunga | brought parts of the tribal area around Chola under his

direct administration, Then like all Tamil kings who
(A D. 1070-1118) ; : g

aspired to be emperors, he was faced with the task of
re-conquering the sister kingdoms of Pandya and Chera.

During the long period of Chola ascendency, just as it happened in
Ceylon, in Pandya too there appeared several claimants to the throne, but
unfortunately all attempts to recover Pandya from Chola domination had
ended in disaster. - Members of the Pandyan Royal family had established
themselves in remote parts of the country, out of reach of the imperial
troops of Chola, and thus kept alive the spirit of revolt, Sometimes, as it
happened during the reign of Rajadhirajan, two or more of them would
unite together in attempting to overthrow the Cholas, The civil war no
doubt gave them the longed-for opportunity and like the other subject
countries, Pandya too succeeded in winning back her independence.
Nothing further is known about the struggle which the Pandyans had to
put up before they overthrew Chola rule. But the names of two princes
Parakrama Pandyan and Vira Pandyan-—are mentioned in connection with
the re-establishment of order and justice in Pandya.

Pandyan independence was however only short-lived for in 1075
Kulottunga attacked Pandya and won an important victory as a result of
which the king of Pandya was taken prisoner and beheaded. The
struggle however continued for nearly a decade. In 1094 Kulottunga
finally crushed all resistance in Pandya. He claims to have driven five
Pandyan princes who opposed him into the forest, and brought the whole
of Pandya under his direct rule, '

A Pandyan prince named Jatavarman Srivallabha, who was a junior
contemporary of Kulottunga, has left numerous inscriptions scattered all
over Tinnevelly and Madura districts. 'This shows that towards the latter
part of his reign Kulottunga had considerably changed his policy towards
Pandya and even granted ruling powers to some of the disinherited
Pandyan princes.

Kulottunga also invaded Chera by sea and claims to have captured
several ports. He sacked Salai on two occasions and forced certain Chera
chieftains to pay tribute. It is not known however to what extent the
sturdy mountaineers of Chera acknowledged Chola supremacy.

Kulottunga’s greatest achievement was the conquest of Kalinga. The
Kalinga war is described in great detail in the poem called “Kalingattu-
parani.” It is said that Kulottunga demanded tribute of Kalinga. The
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king of Kalinga who had also recovered his kingdom during the civil war,
refused to acknowledge Chola supremacy. Kulottunga therefore invaded
Kalinga and devastated the country. The Kalingas were beaten in every
battle and finally forced to submit once more to Chola suzerainty.

Towards the end of Kulottunga’s reign the Kalingas gave trouble
again, and Vikrama Cholan, the Crown Prince, assisted by Parantaka
Pandyan, possibly the successor of Srivallabha, invaded the Telugu country.
They defeated a Telugu chief named Bhima of Kulam, and also quelled all
disturbances in Kalinga.

Kulottunga died about 1118 having reigned for_49 years. To some .
extent he succeeded in re-establishing the Chola empire. . ,

Vikrama Cholan who succeeded his father, had shown great promise
as a prince, But unfortunately in the sixth year of his reign a terrible
. pestilence swept over the kingdom. This appears to
Vikrama Cholan have considerably reduced the strength of the Cholas.
(AD. 1118-1135) Besides, Vishnuvardena, the Hoysala  king,
marched southwards and devastated the Tamil country. Possibly taking
advantage of this, a Pandyan prince named' Maravarman Srivallabha
succeeded in putting an end to Chola suzerainty.

Vikrama Cholan was succeeded by his son Kulottunga 1I about 1135,

and after him Kulottunga’s son, Raja-Rajan I,

KulotEtung.a Il and ruled till about 1162, Nothing is known about the
Raja-Rajan Il political activities of these two monarchs,

The next king Rajakesarivarman Rajadhirajan’s relation to his prede-

. _ cessor, is not known. During the latter part of his reign,

Rajadhirajan I about 1168 or 1169 civil war broke out in Pandya, and
(AD. 1162-1178) both Chola and Ceylon became involved in this struggle.

Maravarman Srivallabha who began to rule over Pandya about 1132,
proved a strong ruler. He made Tinnevelly his capital and even exercised
suzerainty over South Chera, now known as Travancore.

On the death of Srivallabha about 1169, his son Kulasekhara, became
king. The new king decided that he should rule from the ancient capital
Madura. But this city was at this time occupied
Parakrama Pandyan by another Pandyan prince named Parakrama,
and who ruled over North Pandya. Possibly Parak-
Kulasekhara Pandyan ;. 5 in occupation of Madura even during
the reign of Srivallabha. Whether he was an_independent king or was
subordinate to Srivallabha, is not clear. But when Kulasekhara attempted
to take Madura, Parakrama resisted and appealed to the king of Ceylon for
help.

The King of Ceylon during this period was Parakrama the Great.
He was the grand-son of the Pandyan prince who married the Sinhalese
princess Mitta. He had defeated the rightful heir to the Sinhalese throne,
and become king by sheer might. He was the first Sinhalese king to
possess a fleet, and like his Tamil ancestors he longed to conquer foreign
lands. He was probably a near kinsman of Parakrama Pandyan, and
therefore on receiving the appeal, he immediately despatched a powerful
army to Pandya. But in the meantime Kulasekhari had defeated and
killed Parakrama Pandyan, and occupied Madura. Undnuutcd by thcse
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evenls, the Sinhalese army marched to Madura. On the way they gathered
together all the supporters of Viea Pandyan, the son of the unfortunate
Parakrama, [t is said that the Siohalese generals Lankapura and Jagad
Vijaya, gave presents to many Pandyan chiefs, possibly in canvassing their
support,

The combined armies of Parakrama Babo and Vira Pandyan succeeded
in capturing Madura but Kulasckhara escaped and fought his enemies most
gallantly, However he lost battle alter battle and was Bnally forced lo
leave Pandya and seek refuge in Chola.  The Sinhalese say that Lankapura
placed Vira Pandyan on the throne and returned home flushed with
victory. But from Chola inseriptions we learn that the war did not end
with the crowning of Vira Pandyan. Kulasekhara fled to Chela, and sought
the help of Rajadhiraja. The king of Chola fearing that the war might
spread into his own kingdom, assisted Kulasckhara with an army, which he
despatched under the command of a young general named Paliavarayar,
If the Sinhalese, as mentioned in the bMahavamsa, had really retuened to
Ceylon, the new development must have brought them back in a huarry,
Pallavarayar forced his way to Madura, and in the battle that followed the
Sinhalese generals Lankapura and others were taken prisoners and put
to ceath and their heads nailed to the gatewny of Madura. On the defeat
of his Sinhalese allies Vira Pandyan must have fled from his capital, and
Kulasckhara once again entered the city as king of Pandya.

Parakrama PBahu, no doubt felt keenly the defeat his army bhad
sustained in Pandya and prepared to take revenge by invading Chola, He
Kulottunea Il therefore collecled troops at  Kayts; Mantai, and other
AD H?Bgf?'..fé}l northern poris, and made all arrangements to  attack

o E Chola by sea. At this time there lived a refugee
Sinhalese prince named Srivallabha, in Chola. He was an  enemy
of Parakrama Bahu, and Rajadhirajan thereflore sent him with a powerful
fleet to atlack the Sinhalese in their home waters. Srivallabha attacked
the invasion ports, destroyed many coastal villages, and carried away much
booty to Chaola.

On the death of Rajadhirajan about 1178, Kulottunga 111 was crowned
king of Chola. Two years later, about 1180, Kulasekhara, king of Pandya
died, and Vira Pandyan again attempted to seize the kingdom. Parakrama
Bahn was still ready to help him, and with the help of his Sinhalese friends
he appears to have met with some success, Kulasekhara's son Vikrama
Pandyan thereupon sought the help of Kulottunga III, and thus the old
struggle was renewed.

Vira Pandyan and his allies were imable to face the Chola troops who
captured Macdura and forced the Sinhalese to leave Pandya for good. After
the defeat of Virn Pandyan, Kulottunga placed Vikrama Pandyan on the
throne. Vira Pandyan tried once more to regain the kingdom, but at the
battle of Netlur, he was badly defeated and ilaken prisoner. Kulotiupga
however showed mercy to his troublcsome enemy and permitted him to
spend the rest of his days in Chera, no doubt as an exile,

This bronght the Pandyan civil war to a close. During Kulottunga
I11's reign Chola appears to have won back much of her former glory.
Inscriptions (190 of 1go7) discovered in the Tribhuvanam temnple show that
he won several battles against his 'northern’ enemies and also claimed to

have conquered Ceylon. He built two great temples, one at Trihhr.wa-l
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nam and the other at Darasuram, fashioned after the Tanjore temple of
Raja-Raja. These temples were perhaps the last great edifices built by the
Imperial Cholas and can be seen to this day. Kulottunga IIT was also the
last of the great Cholas, for after him, the rulers of Chola were
weaklings who allowed the kingdom to decline and finally disappear from
the pages of history.



CHAPTER il

The Pandyan Empire 1216-1310.

The year A.D. 1216 witnessed the sad deaths of the two monarchs

Kulottunga 111 and Kulasekhara. The former was succeeded by his son

Raja-Rajan Il Raja-Rajan 111, who proved to be a weakling, while

(1216.1243) the lalter was succeeded by his brother, Sundara

and Pandyan__z_x very ambitious and aggressive prince.

Sundara-Pandyan | The new king of Par}dya soon forgot the help his

(1216-1238) predecessor had' received at the hands of the Cholas,

i and about 1222 invaded this sister-kingdom, He set

fire to Tanjore and Uraiyur, and devastated South Chola. Raja-Rajan fled

from his capital and while retreating northwards fell into the hands of

Koppen‘m]l.nga, a Pallava feudatory ruling over Sendamangalam (South
Arcot district) and who appears to have suddenly turned traitor.

Both Raja-Rajan and Sundara Pandyan were related to the royal
Family of Hoyasala, a comparatively new kingdom that had sprung up in
modern Mysore. Raja-Rajan therefore appealed to the Hoyasala ki;lg Vira
Narasimha IT for help. The Hoyasala army under the command of Appana
and Samudra.gopaya, invaded Sendamangalam and compelled Kopperunjinga
to release his royal prisoner. Narasimha next determined to check the
growing power of the Pandyans, marched southwards and captured
Srl.ran.gam, and even claims to have set up a pillar of victory at Ramesvaram.
It is difficult to know what exactly took place. However it is more than
certain that the Pandyans and the Hoyasalas came to some agreement re-
garding the future of Chola. Narasimha styled himself ‘the establisher of
the Chola kingdom’ and about the same time Sundara Pandyan’s inscriptions
tell us that he restored Chola to Raja-Rajan.

~ . ot . . . '
For his services however Narasinha annexed a portion of Chola and
put his son Vira Somesvara as viceroy.

Sundara Pandyan also interfered in the affairs of Kongu, and as a re-
sult a portion of this kingdom came under Pandyan rule.

Towards the end of Sundara Pandyan’s reign the Cholas rebelled and
refuss:d to pay tribute. This time the Hoyasalas did not come to their aid,
and Sundara Pandyan inflicted a crushing defeat and forced Raja-Rajan to
acknowled‘ge Panc!yan supremacy. To commemorate his victories the
Pandyar} Emperor issued coins, built temples and gave much encouragement
to learning. Special mention is made of his minister Gurukulattarayan and
two other chief's named Malavar Manikkam and Kandan Udayanjeydan
Gangeyan who like the king spent their wealth for the good of the nation.
About 1238, after an eventful reign of 22 years, Sundara Pandyan wished

to retire from public life, and handed over ti ' ing
S A ) ver the government to a prince

Jatavarman Kulasekhara II as he is known did not rule long. About
December of the same year, he was forced to share the kingdom with
another prince named Maravarman Sundara Pandyan.
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From about the beginning of 1239 this prince became the real ruler.
During his reign however, there existed a close relationship between the
Hoyasala, Chola and Pandyan Royal Families.
Chiefly on account of this, war and bloodshed was

Sundalr ?3573%)“ I notably absent, However Pandya had to put up

( ) with much interference from Hoyasala. Vira Somes-
vara the Hoyasala king was “mamadi” or uncle to Sundara Pandyan and he
appears to have used his relationship as an excuse for interfering too often
in the affairs of Pandya.

Maravarman

Although Maravarman Sundara Pandyan ruled till about 1253, a prince
named Jatavarman Sundara Pandyan joined him in administering the
government as from April, 1251. This prince was
very ambitious and soon started on a round of con-
Sunz:llazgal I}’Za7nOc)I‘yan quests. He invaded Chera and ravaged Malai-nadu

) (Malayalam) and ultimately forced the Chera king to
acknowledge his supremacy. :

Jatavarman

About 1258 the Hoyasalas were driven out of the Tamil district which
they had stolen from Raja-Rajan. In the region of the Kaveri, their com-
mander Singana was defeated and killed. The struggle with the Hoyasalas
appears to have gone on till 1262 about which time Vira Somesvara himself
met with his death. About 1267 Vira Somesvara’s son Ramanatha invaded
Chola again and succeeded in occupying Kannanur and Srirangam till about
1271.

After the death of Vira Somesvara, Sundara Pandyan had to suppress
a rebellion in Sendamangalam. The Pallava chieftain Kopperunjinga, who
at oue time rebelled against his Chola overlord, now showed himself anta-
gonistic to Sundara Pandyan. However, when the Pandyans invaded his
territory, Kopperunjinga appears to have lost heart and sent tribute suing
for peace. Sundara Pandyan, knowing well that he was backed by stronger
forces from the Telugu and Kannada countries, rejected his tribute and
proceeded to punish the rebel chief. Kopperunjinga was later restored to
his former position no doubt on his promising to be loyal in future.

After this the Pandyan emperor attacked Kanchi. This district was at
the time under the rule of a Telugu prince named Gandagopala. Sundara
Pandyan killed Gandagopala, and took Kanchi. In this campaign he came
to a clash with several Telugu princes who appear to have been helped by
certain Aryan kings. According to inscriptions found at Chidambaram, he
“4nflicted a severe defeat on the Telungas slaughtering them and their allies
the Aryans, right up to the banks of Peraru, and driving the Bana chief into
the forest” Thus at the end of this campaign, Sundara Pandyan found
himself master of the entire Tamil-land, and he also exercised suzerainty
over the Telugu country as far as Nellore. Kongu and a part of the
Kannada country were also under his rule.

In all his campaigns Sundara Pandyan was ably helped by two sub-
ordinate princes named Vira-Pandyan and Kulasekbara. Vira-Pandyan-
who might have been a close relative of the king led in person the armies
that conquered Chola, Kongu and other countries. About 1255 he invaded
Ceylon. His record tells us that there were two independent kings in
Ceylon, One of them was killed in battle, while the other was forced to
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piy a tribute of jawels and elephants, Vira-Pandyan elaims to have plant-
ed his viclorious standard on the top of Konamalai and on the high peak of
Trikuntagiri,
The lwo kingdoms referred to were no doubt the Tamil kingdom of
North Ceylon and the Sinhalese kingdom of the south: Ewver since the time
: of the Chola conguest, North Ceylon had remained in
Thgfﬁ:}%::m Tamil hands. PELEH.IH'FLIHE Babhu the Great united Ceylon
including the noth into one strong nation, but his succes-
sors [ailed to keep it up, The Tamils of Ceylon therefore, drifted apart
again and formed themselves into a separate kingdom. The kings of Jaffna
call themselves Aryans. They cannol therefore belong to the Tamil dynas-
tics of Chola, Chera and Pandya, Their origin is indeed very obscure.
Vijeya Bahu who became king of Ceylon after the fall of the Chola Empire
married a princess of Kalinga.  As-was usual in those days this alliance by
marriage would have brought to the islind many Kalinga nobles as brolhers-
in-law of the king. Kalinga influence no doubt grew more and more as time
passed until it culminated in the crowning of Kalinga Maha as king of Ceylon.
[Lis possible that the kings of this Singai or Singapura Aryan Dynasty of
Jaffna were really aryanized Kalingas—kinsmen of Kalinga Maba, Jafina
soon became powerful and succeeded in driving the Sinhalese out of Raja-
rata. Even a portion of Ruhana, north of Bibile, became part of Jaffna
kingdom. The Sinhalese kings, thus harassed by Tamils from Jaffna and
Pandya, shifled their capital to fortresses in the central and western parts
of theisland. Of the two places mentioned by Vira-Pandyan, Konamalai—
a Tamil name—is no doubt Thiru-Konamalai (Trincomalie), The other,
Trikutagiri (a Sinhalese name) is believed to refer to a three-peaked mountain
in the Kandyan district.

Towards the end of Sundara Pandyan's reign, Maravarman Kulasekhara,
who was perhaps a sub-king, became the real ruler, He opened his reign
by putting down rebellions in Chera. Kulasekhara had
Eﬁhms:;::::; f':'m-, brothers all of whom ruled over vﬂrim_m parts of the
(1268-13/0) ©€mpire as co-regents. There was much unity among the
brothers and as a vesnlt the empire reached the zenith of
its prosperity during this period,

In 1284, it became necessary to re-conquer Ceylon. In fact there was
so much trouble—ricts, famine and pestilence in the island, that the
Sinhalese king was barely able to look after himself. Bhuvaneka Bahu I
ruled from a fortress called Yapahuva, thinking that he would be safe from
Tamil invasions. Kulasekhara sent a powerful army under the command of
an able general named Arya Chakkaravarty, The Sinhalese were utterly
defeated and Arya Chakkaravarty caplured the capital and carried away the
tooth.relic to Pandya. The carrying away of the sacred relic, which for |
over twelve centuries the Sinhalese had guarded jealously, cast a great
gloom over the country, and for the next twenty years or zo Ceylon was |
ruled direct from Pandya, About 1302 a Sinhalese prince named Paral-
rama Bahu, went to Pandya and interviewed the emperor on behalf of the
Sinhalese. He begged for the restoration of the tooth-relic and Kulasekhara
showed his generosity by returning the relic,

This Arya Chakkaravarty may be identical with Jeyavira Singai Aryan,
king of laffna, who according to the Yalpana Vaipava Malai, defeated
Bhuvaneka Bahu and brought the whole island under his own flag, Per~ |
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i I B o or, for, il is further met-
haps he did so on behalf of the Pandyan Emperor, for, i er 1
tioﬁﬁc{l that at the end of twelve years Singai Aryan restored LJlu: E:mh.u!ﬁsc
throne to one Parakrama Bahu on the intervention of the Pandyan who
personally guaranteed the payment of the customary tribute.

Kulasckhara’s reign was long and prosperous. The ur'ualthl_of 1I_|.£: cﬁu:-
quered couniries poured into Pandya. Marco FPola l!t'.‘.':.-‘l."E:DEt‘l.ll:l. trave tur‘
who visited the Court of Kulasekhara has given a glowing account of the
immense wealth the emperor possessed. He describes how much {:FIth!s
wealth was wasted in purchasing horses brought by Arab merchants. 'll is
said that Kulaselhara purchased 1oooo horses an year, no coubt l'il{-n {.Ls
great and powerful army. The Tamil horsemen rode their steeds ike (F.:;T:
mons even without stirrups, says Marco Folo. But he was not impr css:; ;
with the common soldier, who according to him wasa vegetarian and wfu;tl c‘
not kill any living thing! Although Tamils 1uled over a g:rcnt part © :!L
Deccan and Ceylon, the soldiers appear to lave been very poorly a{:tz;n '
only spears and swords being in use. Much fﬂ]sejhellefs and su]'u:rs_t:_ :1:1-:.-3
were also current aunong the people and Marco Polo describes how fishes
—no doubt man-ealing sharks —were charmed by Brahmans cm;h.nmrgs
ing before pearl divers went to work and how these Brahmans ulr-!:_q;-. pa:E
one-twentieth of the total catch for their services!| From the wrilings o
anolher traveller named Wassaf we also learn that Pandya carried on a vni:
trade with foreign countries. He _c1u5c1'ib5!s how ships I’ru::n1 Chlni} 111;
Malaya in the East, Hind and Sind in the b_mrth, Irak and If.!mrs:m in dt' e
Woest and even ships [rom European countries all brought their merchan : ise
to Kayal, the chief port of Pandya. Such was the fame and prosperity of
the Tamil country barely six hundred years ago.



CHAPTER IV

The Decline and Fall of the Tamil Dynasties.

Kulasekhara had two sons, one by his lawiul queen and the other by al

lady-in-waiting. Vira Pandyan, the illegitimate son was the elder of the
two. He was also a bold and inlrepid youth and was therefore allowed
to associate himself with the government of his counlry from about 1zg6.
Sundara Pandyan, his legilimale oll-spring, though allowed to take part in
the government from 1303, was not given so prominent o place as Vira
Pandyan, Between 13to and r3e1, Kulasekhara wished to hand over the
crown to onc of his sons, and nominated the elder but illegitimate Vira
Fandyan. This naturally enraged Sundara and in a fit of anger he
murdered his royal father, and with the help of the army crowned
himself Emperor. ,

Kulasekhara who bad ruled for 44 years was greatly loved by his
people, and when the news of his murder spread throughout the empire
there was utter confusion everywhere. Vira Pandyan determined to take
revenge and collecled an army to oppose the patricide.  He received much
hielp from the chieflains, and practically the whole country was at his back,
Nevertheless Vira Pandyan was defeated at [irst, but in a second attempt he
captured Madura, and torced his brothier to acknowledge defeat. Sundara
Pandyan, defeated and disgraced, fled from the kingdom and just as rashly
as be had killed his father betrayed his motherland to the Mohammedans,

The last occasion we heard of the Muslim invaders was in the reign
of Rajendra Cholan.  While Rajendran was busy conquering Bengal and
other parls of Eastern Aryavartha, the Muslims were trying to consolidate
their position in the North-west, already under their” sway. During the
three-hundred years that followed, wave vpon wave of Muslim invaders
had swept over North India, With the fall of the Chola Empire they
spread southwards into the Deccan,

Almost all the Hindu Kings were either overthrown or reduced in
power.  About the beginning of the fourteecth century, it was only in
South India that Hindu Raj still maintained power. In their soutliward
drive the Muslims first came inlo conflict withthe Hovasalas, whom Sundara
Pandyin, in 1262 had expelled from the northern Tamil districts. With
Himpi as their capital, the Hoyasalas appear to have recovered themselves
alter Sundara Pandyan's death.

‘The Hoyasalas strenglhened themselves by conguering and annexing
the Kannada and Telugu districts immediately to the north of Tamil nacu,
The stout resistunce offercd by them temporarily arrvested the march of e
Muslims, and it was at this critical period that Sundara, the patricide,
sought the help of Malik Kafur, the Muoslim gencral. Vira  Pandyan
immediately senl an army of horse and foot to aid the Hoyasalas in their
struggle against the common foe, the Muoslims,  Malik Kafur, no doubt
alded by Lhe trailor Sundara succeeded in avoiding he Hoyasala army,
and swepl into the Tamil country.  Wassaf, the Muslim wriler, tells us that
several towns were captured chieflly because of the animosity that existed
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between the two royal brothers. When Malik Kalur reached Maduora,
lie found that the city had been abandoned, although a few elephants still
remained in the temple premises. The Muslims plundered the temple and
collected much booty, for they had no intention of staying long in Pandya.

Vira Pandyan, who had abandoned Madura and judiciously retreated
southwards, suddenly appeared with a large and powerful anny including
numerous clephants, and Mulik Kafur was forced to clear oul of Pandya.
But of course he carried away all the booty he lad collected, which in gold
alone must have becn immense.

Although the first Muslim invasion of (he Tamil.nadn thus ended in
smoke, its immediate result was the collapse of the Pandyan Empive. Taking
advantage of the civil war and the Muslim invasion that followed, the
Telugy, as well as Chola feudatories threw ofl the Pandyan yoke. Vira
Pandyan busy with home troubles, could have done nothing to prevent it

As soon as the Muslim plunderers were gol rid of, King Eavivarman
Kulaselharn of Chera thought it a fine opportunity to take revenge on
Pandya. He invaded the kingdom, defeated bLoth Virn Pandyan and
Sundara Pandyan, and proceeded as far as Kunchi, and finally crowned
himseli Emperor. But alas his glory was shortJived. The Teluge king
who held zway north of Kanchi, sent his general Muppidi Nayakan against
Kulasekhara. Muppidi Nayakan forced the Chera Emperor to give up the
conquered territories and return home empiy-handed. He brought the
northern Tamil country consisting of Kanchi and Chola, under his direct
vule and reduced Sundara Pandyan who was ruling over North Pandya 1o
the position of a feudatory. Sundara Pandyan died about 1319 and after
his death, Vira Pandyan set himsell the diflicult task of restoring the
kingdom 1o its former position. He bad barely succeeded in restoring
some order and prosperity in the country when a second Muslim invasion
averwhelmed him. This second expedition was  senl by the Sultan of
Dielhi, mainly for the purpose of plunder.  Khusru Khan, the general, did
not spare any temple (hat stood on his way.,  He ravaged the country and
carried away as much booty as possible. .

About 1330, thus bled and weakened, the Tamils had to face the third
Muslim invasion, The new Emperor of Delhi, Mohamed-Bin-Tughlalk,
anxious to annex this southernmost kingdom sent Jalaluddin-Alsan-Shah,
his general, to conguer Pandya.  The Muslim army easily overcame 1he
Tamils, and captured Madura. Jalaluddin appointed the frst Muslim
wovernor of Madura, soon set himself up as an independent Sultan, and
little by little brouglit the country around Madura under his sway.

The Soltans of Madura were able to enforce their anthority only in the
urban areas, while in the interior Pandyan princes continued to rule more
or less as independent monarchs.  Thus the country became split up, with
anc authority in the Capital and several in the remole countryside. Law and
order were Lherefore difficult to maintain, and this, added to the religious
persecution started by the Muslims, turned the Tamil country into a
veritable chaos,

‘I'he short but terrible mis-rule of the Muslim Sultans is well porirayed
in the Sanserit poem “Mathuravijayam” by the wile of the hero who
ultimately foreed the Muslims out of Pandya. It describes how the
temples were mneglected and jackals howled within the temple pre-
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mises. Even Kaveri had joined in the destruction of the Tamil country Ly
her frequent Hoods, . The villages were filled with the foul smell of roasted
flesh and lhe noise made by these Muslim ruffians, There was no order of
justice and despair was evident in the faces of the unfortnnate Dravidians. |

However the Pandyan princes did not give up the struggle against the
hated Muslims, and often acted in unity with the Hoyasalas, 4

About 1340 the Hoyasala king Vira Ballala ITT, was badly beaten by |
the Sultan of Madura at the battle of Kannaur Koppam. For the next
twenty years all hopes of redeeming Pandya from the Muslim yoke had to
be abandoned.

All this time the Telugu kingdom of Vijayanagar, situated on the bank
of the river Tungabhadra, had been spreading southwards, by uniting
together the smaller Kannada and Telugn kingdoms, against the common |
cnemy—the Muslims.  About A.D. 1364 the Tamil district of Kanchi or
Tondai, had also become part of the Vijeyanagar Empire. The Pandyans
unable to bear Muslim rule any longer, appealed to the Vijeyanngar chief,
Kumara Kampana, who was then at Kanchi. A prince named Vira
andyan was then ruling in South Pandya and a temple record in the 31st
year of his reign describes (he invasion of Kumara Kampana and the
ultimate suppression of the Madura Sultanate, The inscription says “The
times were Tulukkan (Muoslim} times, the temple lands were laxed, however
pujas had to be conducted withoul reduction; the cultivation of the temple
lands was done by turns by the tenants of the village; at this juncture
Kampana Udaiyar came, destroyed the Tulukkan, established orderly govern-
ment throughout the country and appointed many Nayakars (Chiefs) for
inspection and supervision in order that the worship in all temples might
be revived and conducted regularly as Dbefore,” The struggle appears to,
have continued for about eight long years and it was only about 1378 that
Madura was taken, and the Muslims forced to quit Dravidian country |
altogether,
We have alveady seen how the northern part of Ceylon became an,
independent Tamil kingdom. From abeout 1310 the two ancient cities of.
- Anuradhapura and Polonnaruva were in the hands
v"“i’:;ﬁa‘; and 5 e Tamils, and Jaffna was really the more
powerful of the two Ceylon kingdoms. Possibly
the fall of Madura, and the occupation of the Tamil country by the Muslims
brought many refugees to Lhe Island. Some took service under the Sinha-
lese kings of the south, while many no doubt settled down among their
kinsmen of Jalfna. By about 1340 the kingdom of Jaffna extended as far
south as Puttalam, and even Adam’s Peak appears to have been well within
Jaffna's jurisdiction. The Sinhalese kings were reduced lo the position of
fendatories, and one of them—Vikrama Bahu III (r360-1374) is recorded
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to have paid tribute to Jaffna,

About 1385 however the Sinhalese succeeded in getting rid of Jaffna’s’
suzerainty. A general named Alagakkonar built a fort in the marshy land
east of Colombo and defied the power of Jaffna. He actually seized the
emissaries of the king of Jaffna who had come to collect the nsual tribute,
and hanged them, This no doubt resulted in war, The Jafina forces
came both by land and sea. The land army reached Matale and ihe
Sinhalese king fled from his capital Gampola. The forces that came by
sea however met with a different fate at the hands of Alagakkonar who me
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and defeated them at Colombo and Papadure. This put an I:n_d to Jaffna's
suzerainty over the rest of the island—a position she had enjoyed almost
from the time of Jeyavira Singai Aryan, who defeated Bhuvaneka Bahu.

Alagakkonar’s nephew Vira Alakesvara who became king of the
Sinhalese, and was carried away to China in 1410, has been described by
the Chinese as a native of Chola and of Hindu faith, This is further
confirmed by the Sinhalese work “Mayura Sandesa’ where he is mentioned
as the {riend of Mahesvara (Siva). As the name suggests this famous
Sinhalese family belonged to the “Konar” caste of South India, and accord-
ing to inscriptions hail from Vanjipura in Malabar.

About 1385 Jaffna was invaded by Virnpakha the son of the Kfiju}'nn:}—
gar Emperor,  He claims to have conquered Ceylon, although in truth it
was the kingdom of Jaffna that he invaded. In all probability Jaffna was
still the more prominent of the two kingdoms. The submission of
Jaffna to Vijeyanagar brought all the Diavidian kingdoms under the
aulhiority of a single head, and this empire which was in reality a greal
federation of Dravidian Hindu nations, successlully  withstood ile
ouslauglts of the war-like Muslims for nearly two and a half centuries.



CHAPTER V

Tamil Literature Under the Later Cholas and Pandyans.

The Saiva and Vaishnava saints who gave Tamil a new form of
devotional literature, were followed by others of similar temperament,
such as Sathanar, Thirumular, Nakkirar, Nambiandir-Nambi and others.
Of these the last named lived during the reign of Raja-Rajan I. Their
works collected together under the titles, “Thiruvisapa,” “Thirumantaram”
and “Thirumurai” must be classed with the devotional literature of an
earlier period.

Thie Chola-Emperors after Raja-Rajan appear to have been too busy
with their empire-bailding programme for until we come to the reign of
Kulottunga I we cannot find any literary work of merit. However, we
should remember that Rajendran who conquered parts of North "India,
brought many learned Brahmans from the North and settled them in
various parts of the Tamil country.

. These Brahmans did much to accelerate the sansciitizing of Tamil,
and its result can be seen in the literature of Kulottunga’s time.

The best known of the post-sangam poets—Kambar—lived during this
period. He took the plot for his work—the Ramayanam-—from the original
Sanscrit. Other works such as “Paratha.venba” by Perundevanar, *Nala-
venba” by Pukalandi and “Thakayakaparani” by Oddakkuthar, are all based
on the Sanscrit Epics and Puranas, and betray to what extent Tamil poets
had become dependent on Sanscrit.

The only exception perhaps was Poet Jayamkondar, whose poem
“Kalingattu-parani” describes the famous victory of Kulottunga I. over the
Kalingas. This is of great historical value and beautifully portrays the
martial age of the Tamils,

From a religious point of view however, the most important work of
this period is the ‘‘Peria-puranam” by Sekkilar. The exaggerated descrip-
tions peculiar to the Sanscrit Paranas, now came to be imported into
Tamil. The “Peria-puranam” however deals with the wonderful lives of
the Nayanars, and in spite of its ‘puranic’ language, it is the only authentic
record we possess of our great poet-saints.

Apart from these, several grammatical works also appeared during
this period. *“Nan-nool” perhaps the best known of these, though based
on the ‘Tolkkapiam, is a concise work suitable for students. With the fall
of the Tamil Dynasties, Tamil had to take a subordinate position giving
place to Telugu, Kannada and Sanscrit. Religious poets usually made use
of Telugu, and it was in this language that “Carnatic” musical compositions,
as distinct from the earlier Tamil poetry, began to appear,

Nevertheless, numerous Tamil poets and saints, including some Pandyan
princes of Tinnevelly, lived during the regime of Vijeyanagar and after,
These failed to receive the prominence they deserved. Lately an attempt
has been made to bring them to the limelight, through the help of
benefactors such as Zamindar Pandithurai Thevar, who inaugurated the
Fourth Tamil Sangam, and Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar who founded the
Annamalai University, destined to be the centre of Tamil learning and
culture of the future. However, the classical age of Tamil literature really
came to an end with the ancient Tamil Dynasties—the Cholas, Cheras and
Pandyans.
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CHAPTER VI

The Mayaka Dynasty and the British,

The expulsion of the Muslims from Sonth India and the establishment
of the Vijeyanagar empire greatly enhanced the reputation of the Dravi-
dians in the eyes of the rest of Hindu India. Nevertheless, to the Tamils as
a separate unit, this was the beginning of their end, It was the Telugu and
Kannada sections of the Dravidian race, who took an active partin the great
strnggle against the Muoslim invader, Therefore the Tamils bad to be satis-
fied with a subordinate position. Under the Vijevanagar Empirve, the
ancient dynasties of Chola and Pandya were restored to power once again,
But their former glory was gone and they were mere vassals of 4 well-
organised empire,  Possibly as a precantion against the empire breaking up
into warring states, Telugn and Kannada chieftains were made to settle down
in various parts of the Tamil country. In Madura a Telugu chief was
appointed as adviser to the king, with more or less similar powers as en-
joyed by British residents in the Native States of India today. These
chiefs litle by little arrogated 1o themselves much of the Kings' powers, and
by 1483 began to style themselves as Mathurapuri-AMaha-Nayakas.

Practically nothing is known abouot the Tamil Kings of Chela and
Pandya who ruled as subordinates of the Vijeyanagar Emperor, No doubt
the politics of the Tamil-nad were overshadowed by those of the Empire.

South Pandya hiad beecome the stronghold of rebellious princes during
Muslim rule and the situation did not change even under Vijeyanagar, A
Pandyans of king nmamed Jatavarman Vikrama Pandyan ruled over

Tinnevelly Ramnad and other parts of the extreme Sl;mllh from AD.
1q01-1422. The most successful rebellion was led by a
prince named Arckesari Parakrama whe ruled over South Pandya from A.D.
1122 to A0 1462, He successfully pitted himself against the might of
Vijevanagar, captured Madura and held it for some years. He was also
known as Korkai-Vendan, which shows that he was really king of the
southern sea board comprising the Hamnad and Tinnevelly districts, He was
however defeated at the end by the Vijeyanagar general Navasa and forced
to return to his orviginal stronghold in the Tinnevelly district,

Yaralirama Pandyan was a pious king and despite the limited fortune of
his dynasty he built the great temple at Tenkasi und also improved many
others,

This branch of the Pandyan Dynasty made Tinnevelly their capital and
ruled over the south 4ill about 1652, and thereafter disappeared from the
pages of history, They were by no means independent although they often
pretended to be so in their inscriptions; time and again, the Emperor had to
interfere in theiv affairs.  For example in 1534 the ruler of Travancore, who
was alse a feudatory of Vijeyanagar, attacked Sri Vallabha, king of South
Pandya and the Emperor Achyutaraya had {o intervene by leading an ex-
pedition to lhe cxtreme south. This also resulted in the marriage of
the Emperor to a Pandyan princess.

The successors of Parakrama Pandyan enjoyed little or no political
power but they spent their time and wealth in building temples and other
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public edifices. They were alsa men of learning and encouraged poels,
And thus for a time Tinnevelly and not Madura, beeame the cenire of
Tamil culture,

About 1559 Virasekbara, king of Chola, attacked his Pandyn contem- 1
porary and drove him oot of Madura. The Emperor thereupon sent his
general Mamaka Nayakar to punish the apgressive ruler

Thg l':::takar of Cliola, Namaka Nayakar captured Madura and in-
Y Y stead of re-instaling the Pandyan as ordered attempted |
to become king himself. |

This resulted in the Emperor sending an atmy under the command of 1'
Namaka's own son Visvanatha, with orders to bring his disloyal faiher dead
or alive to Vijeyanagar. It is said that Visvanatha Nayakar himself volun-
teered to do so, seeing that none clse would undertake the task. Visva-
nathn defeated his father, and took him prisoner to the imperial capital.
On his son’s request Namaka was pardoned, while Visvanatha himsell was
appointed to the governership of Madura with the hereditary right of |
SuCCesslon. 1

Visvanatha Nayakar was mnch more than a governor. In fact he was
the real ruler of Pandya, This arrangement did not suit the Pandyan®
princes of Tinnevelly, and five of them joined hands in opposing Visvanat ha]
Nayakar, An expedition to the south resulted in heavy loss to the Madura
troops as the rebels adopted guerilla tactics. Thus frustrated, it is said |
Visvanatha Nayakar challenged the Pandyans to single combat, and de=
feated them one by one. This led to the pacification of the south, and
Visvanatha was able to establish some sort of order {hroughout the entire:
kingdom., He divided Pandya into 72 sub-divisions or “palayams” and
placed the administration of each palayum in the charge of a chicf or palaya-
karan (polgar). A good many of these chiefs were no doubt Telugu and
Kannada soldiers who had accompanied Visvanatha to Pandya, and who,
had now to be suitably rewarded. In the extreme sonth however Visva-
natha had to depend on the goodwill of the war-like and semi-independent
Marava chiels.

Visvanatha ruled till 1563 and after him his son Krishnappa Nayakar
became king. Two years later, the city of Vijeyanagar was sacked by the
Muslims, and the Emperor was forced to shift his capital to Chandragiris
The kings of Mysore, Tanjore and Madura however remained loyal to the
Emperor. Krishnappa claims 16 have invaded Ceylon and defeated the king
of Kandy at a place named Pattalam (Puttalam 7).

From 1573, Krishnappa’s two sons, Krishnappa and Visvanatha, jointly
ruled over Pandya. In 1595 the two sons of Krishnappa, Elingia Nayakary
Visvappa Nayakar, became joint rulers and carried on ihe government ill
1602,

In 1602 Elingia Nayakar’s son Muthu Krishnappa Nayakar became
king. He gave Ramesvaram and the adjoining mainland known as Sethu.
nad 1o a descendant of the old Pandyan Dynasty with the title Sethupathy
and also made him chief of the 52 Palayakaras. He died in 160¢ leaving
three sons, Muthu Veerappa, Thirumalai and Kumara Muthu Vecrappa, Of
these, the eldest, Muthu Veerappa Nayakar ruled till 1623. During his reign
the king of Mysore altempted to conquer Madura, but the Palayakaras unit
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ed together and drove back the invader with heavy less, The Muslims
began to make further inroads into the now tottering Vijeyanagar Empire.

Thus when Thirumalai Nayakar came to the throne the-power of the
Emperor had declined so much that he thouglit it unnecessary to continue
as o subordinate of Vijeyanagar, Pandya had now recovered much of her
ancient prosperity, and Thirumalai started 1o rule as an independent sove-
reign. Nevertheless the Muslim menace still demanded unity among the
Hindu nations and the existence of a paramount power such as an emperor
had its grent advantage, as we shall soon sce. The Nayakars of Tanjore
and Senchi also followed the example of Thirumalai, and declared them-
selves independent rulers. Mysore however remained loval to the emperor
and even attempted to punish the rulers of the Tamil country. The Mysore
army marched southwards as far as Dindigul. Thirumalyi Nayakar sent his
general Ramappa Iyer with a powerful army, to meet the invaders. At the
battle of Dindigul the Mysorians were badly bealen and driven back into
the hills of their homeland.

Some years later the Emperor wishing to subdue the rulers of the Tamil
country atlacked Madura. Thirumalai had for his allies the Nayakars of Tan-
jore and. Senchi, but was yet unable to prevent the Emperor from gaining
some initial success. Secing the danger that threatened Pandya, Thirumalai
urged the Sultan of Golconda (now part of Hydrabad) to attack the Emperor,
The Sultan not only did so but, after ravaging a part of ihe Andhra or
Telugu country, marched southwards into Pandya. To counieract this
move, Thirumalai urged the Soltan of Bijapur (also part of Hydrabad) to
attack Golconda. However instead of attacking Golconda, Bijapur actually
joined hands with the sister Muslim state, and their combined army sudden-
ly appeared before Madura. Thiromalai was al his wit's ends, but the
Emperor, seeing the unity of the Muslims, forgot the past, and immediately
came (o the rescue of Pandya. Nevertheless the Muslims were too strong
even for the allied Hindu army and Thirumalai was forced to pay tribute
and acknowledge the suzerainty of Bijapur. As soon as the Muslim menace
was thus averted, the Emperor attempted to punish Thirumalai, with the
aid of Mysore. Once again Thirumalai urged Bijapur to atiack Mysore,
and the Muslims after devastating Mysore, marched on Madura. Again
Thirumalai had {o pacify them with a large sum of money. Some years
later Mysore for the third time invaded Pandya. This time, Thirumalai
did not ask for Muslim help which had been very costly.

Earlier in his reign Thirumalai had some misunderstanding with the
Sethupathy, who was also the chief ol the Palayakaras, Therefore it is
snid he urged his queen to write to the Sethupathy appealing for help.
When the Sethupathy received the queen's letter, he immediately collected
a large army, and went {o the king's aid. As 7 consequence the Mysore
army was defeated and driven back into the hills. Later Thirumalai's
brother Kumara Muthu Veerappa led an expedition to Mysore and ravaged
the hili-country. Before the viclorious army returned to Madura, Thiru-
malai Nayakar died at the age of 75, In spite of the incessant wars,
Thirumalai’s reign saw the city of Madura improve a greal deal. He built
the magnificent palace a portion of which stands to this day. He also
built the “puthumandapam” extension to the Meenachi Temple, The
beautiful tank and several other amenities are also ascribed to him.
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The next ruler was Muthu Alakandi Nayakar, the son of Thirumalai.
He fortificd T'richnopoly as a protection against the Muslims, A few vears
later the Muslims actually attacked Trichnopoly, but finding it well fortined,
marched on Tanjore and captured that city. = Afterwards they returned to
Trichnopoly, but owing to famine and sickuess were obliged toleave Pandya
after obtaining a small {ribute,

Thus, as time weni on, the Muslim menace grew more and more
deadly, while the solidarity of the Hindu nations broke up by petty
quarrels and wars,

Alakandi died in 1662, and his son Sckanatha became king. The new
king in his auxiety to stem the Muslim infiltration quarrelled with his neigh-
bour the king ol Tanjore, and also with the Set hupathy, He had to pay
large sums of money again and again to the Muslims to keep them from
attacking Pandya.  Attributing this humiliation to the refusal of help by the
king of Tanjore, Sokanatha Nayakar attacked Tanjore and eaptured the
city alter a cruel ight in which the king of Tanjore and his whole houseliold
perished,

Tanjore however appealed to Bijapur for aid and the Muslims, anly
too slad to interfere in the affairs of the Tawil kingdoms, immediately
despatched an army under the command of a Maharatta general named
Ekoji.

Ekoji captured Tanjore, and began to rule the kingdom himself. In
the sonth the Maravas rose up in rebellion, while in the nortl M ysore got
busy again. Thus Sokanatha Nayakar's reign was marred by many usecless
wars and meaningless bloodshed.

Wihen Sokanatha's son, Ranga Krishua Motho Veerappa became king

“in 1682, the whole country was in a state of unrest. But fortunately, the!
Muslim states of the Deccan—Bijapur and Golconda—relused to recognize
the suzerainty of lhe Emperor of Delhiand as a consequence the Muslims
themselves split into two camps, The Tanjore Maharatias also had their
differences with Mysore, and while the enemies of Pandya were thus
occupied, Muthu Veerappa managed to establish some order in his king. |
dom. UUnfortunately he did not rule long and he died suddenly in 1685,

The next heir to the throne was yet unborn at the time of his father's |
death. Therefore the Queen Mother Mangammal, took up the reins of
governiment and ruled most efficiently, She forced the troublesmme ruler of
Travancore to pay tribute, and fucther attempted to curb the growing power
of the Tanjore Maharattas, But one great blunder she committed, and that
was to antagonise the Sethupathy. The Selhupathy did much as he liked
angd in varions ways ignored the anthority of Mangammal, The Maharattas
whom Mangammal had brought to terms offered their help, and thus backed
by the Tanjore army, she invaded Sethu-nad. The Sethupathy, better
known as “Kelavan” Scthupathy (old man), quite undaunted, faced the com-
bined army of Tanjore and Madura and inflicted a severe defeat. His
army, which was enlirely composed of war-like Maravas, ook the Maha-
ratias by surprise, and having killed the Queen's general, Narasappa Iyer,
drove the invaders clean out of Sethu-nad.  From this time onwards, Sethu-
nad remained independent of Madura,

Vijeya Sokanatha Navakar, the son of Muthu Veerappa, began to mla;.}.
from 1704, During his reign Sethu-nad became split up into several chief-
tanates thus losing much of its unity and strength. Vijeya Sokanatha diﬂdjj
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in 1731, and there being no leir, his queen Meenachi Amma took over the
government. She however adopted the son of Pangaru  Thirumalai
Nayalkar a near kinsman and appointed him as the nex heir, Bome years
later Pangaru Nayakar himsell claimed the throne. To setlle the dispute
both appealed to the Nawab of the Carnatic. The Nawab who had his
own plans regarding Pandya, decided in favour of Panparn. But while
Pangaru was ruling in Madura, the Nawal sent his general Chanda Sabib,
to conquer Pandya. The very fact that the Nayakas had to refer their
domestic quarrel to be settled by the Nawab showed how weal they were,
Clmn]dn Sahib captured both Madura and Trichnopoly and installed himself
as ruler,

With Meenachie Amma and her successor Pangaru Nayakar, the

Nayakar Dynasty of Madura came to an end, and Pandya ceased to be a
kingdom.

[ ] [ *

Chanda Sabib did not rule long. A few years later the Tanjore
Maharattas invaded Madura and took him prisoner, In 1343 the Nizam of
Hydrabad invaded Mysore and having conquered e Carnatic and the
southern Tamil countries, placed them under the rule of his subordinate,
the Nawal of Arcot.

In 1748 Chanda Sahib was released by the Mabarattas, and he imme-
diately claimed the countries ruled over by the Nawab of Arcot. Now,
the British and French East India Companies, who had acquired much
land in South India, began to interest themsclves in local politics, The
French took the side of Chanda Sahib, and the British supported the
Nawab of Arcot.

In the clash that followed the Tamil country was laid waste, The land
remained noncultivated, and famine and pestilence took heavy toll of the
poar Dravidians, For want of 2 responsible government lawlessness was
rile everywhere., The Palayakaras, particularly the Marava chieltains,
acknowledged the authority of the Muslim ruiers, only under military
compulsion, and consequently the cotntry was in a state of perpetual unrest,
The Maravas finding that none could check them took more and more o
highway robbery and looting,

Little by little the British got the belter of their enemies, and
succeeded in helping their ally the Nawab of Arcot to become the ruler of
practically the whole of the Tamil country.  But the real power bebind the
Nawab was no doubt the army of the British East India Campany.,

The Palayakaras were however very difficult to manage and the Nawab
found it impossible to collect the revente from them, '1‘t1ere[m-e, the work
of collecting the revenue was entrusted to the British East Inclia Company in
1781, and {rom this time up to 1800, the British carried on a ruthless war
against the Maravas, reducing them 1o subjection and destroying their
fortresses one by one, ]

In 1801 the British who had their headquarters at Madras brought
the southern country formally under ileir jurisdiction, and granted a
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general amnesty to the people. Within a short time, the whole of‘
Dravida, consisting of the Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, ’l"uh} and Malayalam
speaking countries of India, came either directly or indirectly under ‘.the
rule of the British. For administrative purposes all Dravidian districts
were constituted into a single province and this, no doubt, helped the
various Dravidian groups to forget their past and develop a common
outlook on matters relating to the Dravidian country and its political future.

Prirntéﬁ%; General Publishers, Ltd. by Ceylon Printers, Ltd.y -
20, Parson’s Road, Fort, Colombo,’ .

BIBLIOGRAPHY

This is by no means a complete list of works consulted
by me in writing this volume. I have mentioned only the more
important books by authors who have laboured their whole
life-time to bring to light the lost treasures of our history. 1.
have also omitted to mention the Tamil works, periodicals,
lectures, archaeological reports, inscriptions, newspaper articles
and such other sources of information which enabled me to
finish the task I had set myself to accomplish.

Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago—V. Kanakasabhai,
Ancient History of India—Rapson.

Oxford History of India—V. A, Smith.

Early History of the Dekkan—R. G. Bhandarkar,
Manimekalai in'its Historical Setting—Dr, S. K. Aiyangar.
Beginnings of South Indian History—Dr. S, K. Aiyangar.
Ancient Jaffna—Mudaliyar C. Rasanayagam. '

A Critical History of Jaffna—Rev. Father Gnana Pirakasar, O, M.I.
The Nayaks of Madura—R. Satyanatha Aiyar,

The Pallavas of Kanchi—R, Gopalan.

Studies in Cola History—K. A, Nilakanta Sastri.

Colas—K. A, Nilakanta Sastri,

The Pandyan Kingdom—K. A. Nilakanta Sastri.

Tamil Studies—Srinivasa Aiyangar.

Our Heritage—Dr. Mendis.

Studies in Tamil History and Literature—Dikshitar.

South India and her Muhammadan Invaders—S. K. Aiyangar.
Ancient Dekhan—X, V. S, Aiyar,



Acyuta
Achyutaraya
Adigan

Agastiya

Agastiyam

Aham

Ahapporul
Abhananuru
Anuradhapura
Asela

Alexander

Aryan Rishis ~
Arya Chakkaravarty
Asarakkovai

Asoka

Andhras

Ameravati
Amerabojana
Ainguru-nuru
Ainthinai-aimpathu
Ainthinai-elupathu
Attila

Arikesari Maravarman

Arikesari Parakrama
Avanti

Ay

Alvars

Appar

Asuras
Arinjayan
Adityan

Andal
Adi-Rajendran
Arcot
Alagakkonar
Annamalai
Alakandi
Aparajita

Brahmi
Bakthas
Bhutattalvar
Bindusara
Brahma
Bijapur

British East India Co.

INDEX

Page

32 Bhairava
65 Bhuvaneka Bahu
37 :
15 C
15 Ceral Irumporai
18 Cheran Senguttavan
14 Chulamanivarman
18 Chalukiyas
13, 44, 51 Chola Empire
3 4 fz Chulamani
we 1. Chanda Sahib
5 Citra

58 |

20 : D
we 21, 24 Dasyu
ww 24, 44 Dakshinapada
24 Darasuram

44 Danurdhana
- 19 Dappula
19

20 E
33 Ealathi
36 Ellalan

65 Elingia Nayakar
26 Ekoji

ves 36
41 G
. 41 Gautama
. 6 Gamini

44 Ganga Dynasty
38 Gandar Adityan

. 41 Gangeyan
. 50, 51 Gangakonda Cholapuram
56 Guttika '
62, 63 Guptas

64 Gurukulattarayan
68 Golconda

: H
House of VijeyaRyan

. 21 Hultzsch, Dr.
. 41 Hoyasala
41 Huns
12 Hind
14 . ,
wn 07, 68 |
69 Illango Adigal

Page
28
58

20

Imayavarmban
Irumbada Thaliyar
Illantraiyan

Indra

Jatavarman
Jaffna
Jayamkondar

Jatavarman Vikrama

Jalaluddin
Jeevikasinthamani

K
Kalinga ~
Karunadar
Kannadas
Kadungon
Kapatapuram
Kosala
Kalittogai
Karnarppatha
Kalavalinarppathu
Karikalan
Kaverippattinam
Kurinjippattu
Kudagu-nadu
Kannakai
Kanaka
Kalabhra
Kanchi
Kenga
Kuru-nadu
Kuruntogai
Kayavagu
Koccadayan
Kulasekeralvar
Kundalakesi
Kannara Devan
Kedah
Kulottunga I
Kulasekhara Pandyan
Kulottunga 111
Kopperunjinga
Kalinga Maha
Konamalai
Khursan
Khursu Khan
Kumara Kampana’
Kayal
Korkai

(73\)

Page

.- 25
25

7

7

i
14, 33, 34
15
7
19
1

Ig9
25, 26, 2y
26

19
27
28

28
w32, 33
3:':' 33y 35
39, 37, 57
- 36
- 19
. 29
ver 36
41
. 42

. 44
48
50, 51, 52
53
w54 55
we 57
58

58
w59
61
. 62
w12, 59
12

, Page
Krishnappa Nayakar 66
Kirti 49

L
Lanka - wee 7y 1L
M .
Mohan-jo-Daro 3
Macedonia . 11
Musiri - ' 12
Maravas 13
Middle Sangam 15
Mudattira Maran 15
Mahara Yal < e 17
Maran-valudi 19
Mullaippattu 19
Mathurai-kanchi - 19
Malaipadukadam 19
Mauryan 21
Mahavamsa 28
Mahendra-varman e 34, 41
Manavamma 35
Marangari 37
Maran Eyinan 37
Mahinda 37
Mahatalita 37
Maravarman Rajasingha ... 36, 38
Maran Vallahaba 37
Mahabalipuram 35
Maravarman Kulasekhara ... 58
Marco Polo 59
Malik Kafur - 61
Muppadi Nayakar v =01
Mohamed-Bin-Tughlak ... 61
Mathuravijayam 61
Manimekalai 20
Mahesvara 63
Manicavasagar 41
Mangammal 68
Meenachi Amma 69
N

Nakkirar 14, 15, 16
Narrinai 19
Nedunalvadai wee 19
Nallanduvanar 19
Naladiyar 19
Nalankilli 235
Nedunjeliyan 25, 29
Nedunjadayan 37
Nrputungavarman * 38



MNamalka Nayakar
MNandivarman
Nawab of Arcot
Nagas
Nathamuni
Nammalvar

(o]
Oddakkuthar
Owiar

Perunarkilli
Pallavarayar
Perialvar

Periyal

Peyalvar
Parantaka
Pangaru Nayakar
Poyhaialvar
Pandithurar Thevar
Parakrama Bahu
Pulalkesin

Rigveda
Rajasimha 1
Rajasimha 11
Ramayana
Raja-Hajun 1
Rajendran 1
Rajadbirajan 1
Rajendran 11
Rajadhirajan 11
Raja-Rajan 111
Rashirakutas

Sumerians
Sena

Sena
Sangam
Sankodi Val
Sicuppanarruppacdai
Senguttavan
Samudra Gupta
Sendan

z';-r.1 28, 29

CELL)

( 74

Page
66
37
Il
41
A1

1z

37
14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 24

17
19

33
35

Sankara

Sri Wijeyam
Samparan
aundra P:u'.n;l};n:n
Silapathilaram
Somesvara

Sei Vallabha
Sundaramurthi
Sengana

Sultan of Madura

T
Tolkappiyanar
Tolkappiyam
Tirumurugarruppadai
Tirukkural
Talaiyanganam
Tiriyas
Tiruppanalvar
Tondaiman

Tondai

Tribhuvanam
Thirnmalai Nayakar
Tondaradippodialvar
Tirugnapasampanthar
Tirumalisialvar

u
Ugrappernvaludi
Udaya 111

v
Varuganavarman
Vijayalayan
Vira-narayanan
Vira-keralan
Vijayabahu
Vikramabahu
Vishinuvardena
Vijaya
Vira Pandyan
Vira Somesvara
Vijeyanagar
Valagambahu

W
Western Chalukiya
Whassaf

Page

40
v 48
5
49, 56, 57, 58
20, 28, 29
50
53
41
57
A 61
15
15
19
20
29
32
41
32
12
54
e OB, 67
41

41

41

15

44

38
38, 39, 43
38
- 40
49, 59, 51,62
40
531

IT
54, 60, 61

v 5o
bz, 63, 65, 66
1

aee 40, 5
e 12

To be released shortly:

“WILD CEYLON”

by Dr. R. L. SPITTEL

This classic of Yeddha life and the life of the Jungle [s being reprinted as it
is'a book which all these wha are interested in Ceylon wild life
will be glad to pessess. It is a book of extrzordinary
fascipation . . . and has been wall reviewed both
in Ceylon and in the foreign press,

Price Rs. 5/- = Postage Cts. 25

“THE TAMIL PLUTARCH”
by SIMON CASIE CHITTY

The lovers of literature have heard of this classic which is now out of print
but few have evan seen It. This reprint of 2 rare work which Is
a summary account of the lives of the poetsand poatesses of
Seuthern Indla and Ceylon from the earlisst
‘times to 185% (the date of its first publi-
cation) is ripe in scholarship and
| discriminating judgment. [
The book contains I
. selections from
the work
of each
poet.

Available from Stock:

“OUR PLACE IN THE CIVILIZATION OF
THE ANCIENT WORLD”

by K. BALASINGHAM
Reduced Price Cts. 65 Fostage Cts. 12

“CASTES, CUSTOMS, MANNERS AND
LITERATURE OF THE TAMILS”
by SIMON CASIE CHITTY
Re. I/~ — Postage Cts. 25

General Publishers, Ltd.,

20, Parson’s Road, Fort — P. O. Box 305, Colombo.

—==xQ




" Publishers :
GENERAL PUBLISHERS LTD.

20, Parson's Road, Fort,
COLOMBO.






I
e
AY)

bl
¢ N_HM:___._

|

\

f

i

e

f]

=1

Sbimidl

s
Ya

:\
145 4

._..H.

I
I

S

L,

4 a1 | T W
I I
I iy .v..._.",..h_n ;ﬁ .“..___ J p_—“_:_.m_h_._ i _W%m hi
A

g ..”...__15._ ol __:_...,.n

w____a T :

)
g

p

L s
T

s 1
5 x_.”__ﬁ_a__. &



	1- (1).BMP
	1- (2).BMP
	1- (3).BMP
	1- (4).BMP
	1- (5).BMP
	1- (6).BMP
	1- (7).BMP
	1- (8).BMP
	1- (9).BMP
	1- (10).BMP
	1- (11).BMP
	1- (12).BMP
	1- (13).BMP
	1- (14).BMP
	1- (15).BMP
	1- (16).BMP
	1- (17).BMP
	1- (18).BMP
	1- (19).BMP
	1- (20).BMP
	1- (21).BMP
	1- (22).BMP
	1- (23).BMP
	1- (24).BMP
	1- (25).BMP
	1- (26).BMP
	1- (27).BMP
	1- (28).BMP
	1- (29).BMP
	1- (30).BMP
	1- (31).BMP
	1- (32).BMP
	1- (33).BMP
	1- (34).BMP
	1- (35).BMP
	1- (36).BMP
	1- (37).BMP
	1- (38).BMP
	1- (39).BMP
	1- (40).BMP
	1- (41).BMP
	1- (42).BMP
	1- (43).BMP
	1- (44).BMP
	1- (45).BMP
	1- (46).BMP
	1- (47).BMP
	1- (48).BMP
	1- (49).BMP
	1- (50).BMP
	1- (51).BMP
	1- (52).BMP
	1- (53).BMP
	1- (54).BMP
	1- (55).BMP
	1- (56).BMP
	1- (57).BMP
	1- (58).BMP
	1- (59).BMP

